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San Antonio Missions

National Historical Park

Grades 3-5

Fabric of Life: Textile Manufacturing at the Missions in 1750
Overview


Cotton and wool, along with synthetics like Lycra® are some of the many common fabrics found in garments today. But do we really know how these fabrics are made?
Pre-visit Activity

Objective

The objective of this activity is to create a greater appreciation of the textile manufacturing process and to create a better understanding of the materials involved.
Goals

Students will learn what garments are made of and where the raw materials are normally found.
Activity


Have each student bring in a favorite shirt from home. In class create a large chart with two columns. In the first column list the materials that shirts are made of.  Items commonly found will include cotton (sheep), polyester and nylon (petroleum based plastic), linen (flax), silk (silk worm). Most reference material will help you identify any products that you are unfamiliar with. Assign one material to each student or student group to research. They should focus on finding out where the raw material is found or made. Examples would include cotton from the southeastern United States, oil from off-shore drilling to create polyester, wool from sheep ranches in the Hill Country, etc. Fill in the answers when they finish the research on the second column of your classroom chart. 
Post-visit Activity

Objective


The objective of this activity is to measure visit comprehension and to reinforce the program’s message.
Goals


Students will be able to differentiate between a natural resource and one that is man made or synthetic.
Activity


Lead students around your classroom or campus on a natural material scavenger hunt. Items to look for would include wooden furniture, cotton or wool clothing or curtains, stone walls, reed mats or basketry, etc. Be creative and allow for ample discussion. When you return to the classroom, have students cut pictures of items from newspaper ads or magazines that are made from natural materials.
