
Trail of Tears Word Scramble


Russell Cave National Monument-All southeastern tribes affected by removal claim the people of Russell Cave as their ancestors. In fact, the first “owner” of Russell Cave was a Cherokee Revolutionary War veteran named John Wood. Also, the prominent Cherokee Benge family had a reservation located near the park. They sold it in 1821 before moving to present-day DeKalb County. John Benge was later a “conductor” for the only Trail of Tears route that originated in Alabama.
Go to the area in the visitor center titled “History’s Mysteries”. 1st paragraph, 5th word, 1st letter_____
Bonus: How tall was the man who was buried here?_________________________________________

Crow Town (Stevenson)-Look for the “Crow Town” marker near the bridge over Crow Creek. As the historical marker states, Crow Town was one of the 5 lower towns established by the Chickamauga Cherokees in 1782. It was a bustling town of 30 huts, a ferry, and a trading post. Many Cherokee families vacated Crow Town when it became a part of Jackson County in 1819. Less than 20 years later, new residents witnessed flatboats transporting people from the Cherokee Nation down the Tennessee River on their forced westward journey.
Side facing Highway 72, 1st paragraph under “Crow Town”, 7th word, 3rd letter_____
Bonus: Some 19th century maps place Crow Town near this bridge_______________________________

Bridgeport (Big Daddy’s)-Just as you cross the Alabama/Tennessee line, you’ll see a gas station. A little past it off to the right is a Trail of Tears historical marker. Although September/October of 1838 is largely commemorated as the beginning of forced removal for the Cherokee, some parties left earlier. In June 1838, over 1000 American Indians from Cherokee and Creek Nations were marched overland from Ross’s Landing across what is now Highway 72. 
3rd paragraph, 4th word, 5th letter____
Bonus: The first town in Alabama of the Overland/Drane Route was Bridgeport. What was the last town in Alabama?______________________________________________________

Bridgeport Walking Bridge-Find the Bridgeport Depot Museum. Then travel left going towards Battery Hill. You’ll see train tracks to your right and beyond that, the Bridgeport Walking Bridge. Anywhere between 3,000-5,000 people from the Cherokee and some from the Creek Nation passed through this area walking or on flatboats during the extremely hot summer of 1838. The walking bridge spans a third of a mile over the Tennessee River. Walk it for exercise and contemplation.
Trail of Tears marker, 2nd paragraph, 12th word, 4th letter_____
Bonus: What was the first name of the captain who led the march overland to Waterloo? ____________

Mud Creek (Bellefonte)-Take County Road 213 (Jackson) to Mud Creek. There were three ferries in the vicinity of this restaurant: Gay, Bellefonte, and Andrew Ross. Andrew Ross was the younger brother of Cherokee Principal Chief John Ross. The issue of removal greatly divided the family. Andrew supported the Treaty Party and John led the non-Treaty party. Removal was inevitable, though. The community of Bellefonte (and former Jackson county seat) was used a camp and supply depot during the Trail of Tears. 
Red and yellow sign on the restaurant, third word, 2nd letter_____
Bonus: Take a picture of the water and mountains behind the building.

Jackson County Tourism Office-Find the Jackson County Tourism/Chamber of Commerce office. Take a stroll through the “Sheppard Garden” that’s surrounded by a white picket fence. Not everyone who started out on the trails of tears ended up in Indian Territory. Many died along the way. Some resisted by refusing to eat the rations provided for them feeling that doing so would mean that they accepted removal. Others escaped. Many sources state that by the time the Drane party reached Woodville, Alabama, 300 Cherokee has successfully escaped the group never to be heard from again. What do you think happened to them?
Walk over the footbridge, come to the Boy Scouts birdhouse marker, 4th line, 3rd letter_____
Bonus: Who was Scottsboro named after?___________________________________________________ 

Once you’re done, call Russell Cave National Monument at (256) 495-2672 to get the question to the answer that you’ll have to spell with your letters. The first 500 people to complete the scramble will receive a special Trail of Tears decal.
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