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I. Paleo

A. Animals that were hunted

a. Mammoth

b. Mastodon

c. Giant ground sloth

B. Spear

a. The first weapon

b. Lightweight

c. Required great hunting strategy

II. Archaic

A. Animals that were hunted

a. Black bear

b. Deer

c. Bobcat

B.  Atlatl

a. More effective than the spear

b. More leverage

c. Increased speed and power

III. Woodland

A. Animals that were hunted

a. Black bear

b. Deer

c. Turkey

B. Bow and Arrow

a. Improved range 

b. Improved accuracy

c. Easier to reload

IV. Mississippian  

A. Animals that were hunted

a. Rabbit

b. Squirrels

c. Birds

B. Blow Gun 

a. A boy’s first weapon

b. Required skill and stealth
c. Best with smaller game
Tools and Weapons Outline
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How the program will be conducted:





The ranger will introduce themselves to the group.  They will ask the students if any of them have been to Russell Cave.  Then the ranger will tell the group about the Paleo time period.  The students will be asked if they know which animals that the Paleo people hunted and the weapons they would have used to hunt these animals.  The ranger will show the students the mastodon tooth so they can get an idea of how large the mastodon was.  Next the students will be asked if the Archaic people hunted the same animals as the Paleo people or if they started hunting smaller game.  The ranger will tell the group about the atlatl that was used throughout the Archaic time period and its benefits versus the spear.   The students will be shown the deer skin and the bobcat skin.  Then the ranger will talk about the Woodland people and the development of the bow and arrow.  The students will be asked which weapon they would rather hunt with.  The students will be shown the raccoon skin and coyote skin.  The last time period the ranger will talk about is the Mississippian time period.  The ranger will explain to the students that Spanish explorers documented how the people of the Mississippian culture were using the blow gun to hunt with.  The students will be shown the rabbit skin and squirrel skin.  After the program the ranger will allow five to ten minutes for questions and answers.  











