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Brief Description


In this program students will gain a better understanding of the prehistoric people who lived at Russell Cave by learning how tools and weapons have improved throughout each of the four prehistoric Southeastern time periods.  The students will learn about animals that prehistoric people hunted at Russell Cave.  Skins from some of the species of animals that were hunted by prehistoric people will be used as visual aids.


Grade Levels: Designed for Kindergarten to 6th Grade


Time elapse: 30-120 minutes





Vocabulary:


Atlatl: A stick with a hook on it that is used to increase the force of the spear when thrown.


Spear:  A long straight stick with a sharp point at one end used alone or with the atlatl.


Bow:  A long curved piece of wood with a string attached to both ends capable of


 projecting an arrow a great distance.


Arrow: A straight stick about two feet long with a sharp point at one end and feathers 


at the other end.  The arrow is smaller than a spear.


Flint Knapping:  The skill used to make spear points or arrowheads from stone material.


Spear Point or Arrowhead:  Stone material that has been knapped into a sharp point.


Cat Tail:  A flowering plant, usually found growing in wet or marshy areas.


Blow Gun:  A long tube, usually made from river cane, used to shoot darts.


Blow Gun Darts: A short thin stick sharpened to a point that has cat tail fibers at one end. 


 It is put in the blow gun and blown out the other end.


Outcomes: 


Students will learn how prehistoric people lived at Russell Cave.


Students will learn how prehistoric people hunted.


Students will learn about the animals that prehistoric people hunted.





Alabama Curriculum: History





Classroom Procedures


1.  Teachers should always call two weeks before a classroom visit to make a reservation. 


2.  The classroom limit is 40 students.


3.  Teachers should help the students learn the vocabulary on the pre-classroom visit page.


     This will help the students have a better understanding of the program.
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