
 

 

 

 

 

 
Site Manager Jennifer Gonsalves of the  

Roger Williams National Memorial 
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““TThhee  ssoovveerreeiiggnn,,  oorriiggiinnaall  

aanndd  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  cciivviill  

ppoowweerr  lliieess  iinn  tthhee  ppeeooppllee..””    

R. Williams, 1644 

 



 

 

 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 
 
 

Name:  Anthony “Tony” F. Custodio Jr. 
 

Occupation:  Retired 
 

Special Interests/Hobbies:  Reading books about the Civil War. 
 

How long have you been a volunteer? 6 years. 
 
 

Why did you become a volunteer?  I’d just retired from the US Postal Service after 17 years 
of service and was looking for something to do. 
 
 

What do you like about volunteering for the NPS?  I like meeting different people from all 

over the United States and different countries. I enjoy helping visitors by answering their 
questions about the site, the story we present or the items we have for sale in the bookstore. I 

also like giving directions and answering  questions about things to do in the city of 
Providence. 
   
 

What are some interesting things you’ve done in your life so far? There are a couple of 

things. Working for the USPS as a letter carrier until I got injured and then working behind the 
scenes handling passport applications, tracing packages, and answering various questions 
about the post office. I enjoyed going on a cruise to Alaska, sailing from Anchorage to 
Vancouver, British Columbia. I’d always wanted to go there. The landscapes are beautiful. I 
have also cruised around the Caribbean, seeing the different islands and learning about the 

different cultures. 
 

 

 



  

““BBooaasstt  nnoott,,  pprroouudd  

EEnngglliisshh,,  ooff  tthhyy  bbiirrtthh  aanndd  

bblloooodd,,  

TThhyy  bbrrootthheerr  IInnddiiaann  iiss  bbyy  

bbiirrtthh  aass  ggoooodd..””  

R. Williams, 1643 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roger Williams National Memorial 
commemorates the life of the founder of 
Rhode Island and a champion of the ideal of 
religious freedom. Williams, banished from 
Massachusetts for his beliefs, founded 
Providence in 1636. This colony served as a 
refuge where all could come to worship as 
their conscience dictated without interference 
from the state. The memorial is located on a 
common lot of the original settlement of 
Providence and includes 4.5 acres of 
landscaped park.  

 

 

 


