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41t is one of the most
beautiful compensations
of this life that no man
can sincerely try to help
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Ralph Waldo Emerson
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A busy summer at Rocky

How can it be July already? It's been another busy summer in Rocky, and once again,
the volunteers are making things happen throughout the park! | have been amazed at
the level of dedication of our volunteers... THANKS for all that you’re doing out there!

Did you know that there are currently 12 High School students volunteering on trails
and living in the backcountry for 2-3 weeks from early July to August? These volunteers
are members of the Student Conservation Association and are 15-18 years old. They are
working on two different crews (one on the east side and one on the west side). Some
kids go to summer camp... and some kids volunteer at Rocky! How amazing is that?

This summer, we are also appreciative of our
Eagle Rock volunteers and interns. There are
currently five High School students from Eagle
Rock (a High School in Estes Park,
www.eaglerockschool.org) taking part in an
experiential learning course this trimester. The
five young ladies are volunteering for five
weeks (on Tuesdays and Thursdays). At the
end of this trimester, one of the students is
graduating and going off to college and the
other four are trading in their brown and tans
for green and grays and becoming NPS
seasonal rangers . If you see an Eagle Rock
intern around the park, ask them about their
program and school! Rocky is proud of these
young ladies and thanks them for their service.

Way to Go Jayne!

Rocky Volunteer Jayne Zmijewski and her dog Lakota (who recently passed
away) have won some top honors in our area’s volunteer awards. In May,
Jayne and Lakota won the Volunteer of the Year honor during the Estes Park
Pride Awards. In June, they were celebrated by winning the Senior
Volunteer Excellence Award given by the United Way of Larimer County.

Jayne has donated nearly 3,500 hours of her time to Rocky Mountain
National Park. She has also contributed thousands more hours to local
governments and non-profits and to her neighbors with wildlife issues and
has played an essential role during countless Search and Rescue missions.
Three cheers for Jayne and her celebrated companion Lakota!



Don Seedle, VIP Office Volunteer
Extraordinaire

Don is in his 23year of
volunteering for the park and has
over 9000 hours. In his previous
life he had one career in the
military (21 years on active duty)
and a second career as a College
Professor at  Kansas  State
University College of Veterinary
Medicine. He grew up in this area
and like many of our volunteers,
starting volunteering to “give
back” to the Park. Don does much
of the data entry for the Volunteer
Office and if you have any
guestions about your hours,
paperwork, etc., give him a call at
586-1372

Whoooo’s Whoooo
in the Volunteer
Program?

Rich Fedorchak, Chief of Interpretation and Education

Rich grew up in New England and always thought he was going to be a
dentist. Thankfully for everyone that didn't happen.

He ended up getting degrees in Arboriculture (UMass) and
Environmental Interpretation (U of Idaho). Worked for a logging
company, tree company, landscaper, Corps of Engineers (1 season) USFS
and found his place with the NPS. His first job in the NPS was as a
volunteer at Mt. Rainier National Park. As a volunteer he got to work for
Maintenance (sign shop), Interpretation (doing snowshoe hikes and
library), Visitor Protection (dispatch) and resource management (snow
surveys and greenhouse). He thinks Volunteers Rock!

Rocky Mountain is his 9th NPS place to call home but the first one to feel
like home. He is thrilled and honored to be here!

Bernie Jwaszewski, CRD Volunteer Coordinator

The Colorado River District, Grand Lake,
welcomes Bernie Jwaszewski as its new
Volunteer Coordinator. Bernie joined the
Park Service four years ago as a seasonal
Interpreter Ranger at Utah’s Zion national
park. He has also served as an Interp
Ranger at Glacier in Montana and at the
Cape Hatteras national seashore in North
Carolina. Being a Park Ranger is Bernie’s
second career, he did engineering in
nuclear power plants for more years that
he cares to admit.

After retirement Bernie and his wife Jan drove their motorhome to
Glacier national park where he drove one of the Parks historic red
buses as “Jammer Bernie”. He continued as a tour guide at Acadia
in Maine and at Yellowstone/Grand Tetons. As a tour guide Bernie
longed to wear the “flat hat” which lead to applying to be a Park
Ranger and the rest as they say is history. Bernie looks forward to
working with the tremendous brain trust known as “Volunteers”



Dyan Harden, Volunteer Coordinator for Vegetation

| grew up in Michigan and have a B.S. in Natural
Resources from the University of Michigan. | started
working seasonally for the park in 1999 as an
Interpretive Park Ranger at the Alpine Visitor Center. |
worked a total of 4 seasons at AVC, and this is my 7th
season as a Biological Science Technician with
Resource Stewardship. Working with volunteers
allows me to participate in all aspects of restoration
programs and gives me an opportunity to meet many
talented and interesting people who all share a love of
the park. Outside of work | love to hike and spend
time with my 8-year-old daughter.

Zephyr McConnell,
Volunteer Coordinator for Trails

...and of course, Flo Bielat VIP Groups Coordinator and
Lindsey Lewis (note the new last name!) Volunteer

Program Manager are both back in the office for the 2013

summer season!

| have worked in the field of trail construction
for 16 years working in various parks such as
Yosemite, Grand Tetons, Grand Canyon, Kings
Canyon, and Redwood State Park. | have also
worked for various other outdoor adventure
construction organizations such as the Pacific
Crest Trail Association and the Antarctic
Science Support Program working in the field
on various diverse construction projects
including 4 months building the new South
Pole station in Antarctica! In the addition of
currently being the volunteer coordinator for
trails at Rocky | am also a full time student at
Naropa University in Boulder studying
Wilderness Therapy and yoga. | am dedicated
to being outside as much as | can in my life,
and in sharing with others the joy of a life
spent working alongside the sun, the rain, the
snow, and the stars.

From a recent visitor comment shared by Vaughn Baker, Rocky’s Superintendent:

“Your army of volunteers are amazing. Bear Lake Rd construction during high season can't be fun for
you, but is a necessary evil. The shuttle system works beautifully. Plenty of volunteers on hand to
help explain and direct. | am sure you get plenty of complaints, but as a local (Boulder), | found it
easy to enjoy even the crowded Bear Lake trails with out of town friends. It's a well loved and much
visited park this time of year. Just wanted to thank the very patient and never flustered (even in the
face of grumpy, snarky tourists) volunteers. | loved showing my friends all the greatness of RMNP.
Thanks to all for what you do to maintain our gem of a park that straddles the Divide.”




Volunteers creating art in Rocky... our Artist In Residence Program

Did you know that Rocky Mountain National Park is home to one of the founding and longest running Artist in Residence
(AIR) programs in the national park system? Each year, artists of all mediums are selected to come to Rocky Mountain
National Park to get inspired and create art. Because the artists are not getting paid for the work they are doing, they are
considered park volunteers. They are housed in the beautiful William Allen White cabin in Moraine Park.

Each Wednesday during their two week stay, the artists put on a public program at the Beaver Meadow’s Visitor Center
Auditorium. These programs begin at 7:30pm with a history of art in Rocky and an introduction to the current artist. The
artist then presents their work to the audience and opens the floor for questions. It’s a great program to go to and learn
about art and get inspired!

To kick off the 2013 AIR season, Rocky welcomed photographer Andy Nelson, who focused his residency on
photographing some of the most beautiful things in the park... our volunteers! Andy’s work is featured on this page of the
newsletter and will be featured during the 2013 Volunteer Recognition Events.

This year’s artists...

Photographer Andy Nelson June 16-29

Water media artist Joy Keown June 30-July 13

Writer and photographer Rob Wilson July 14-27

Photographer Stan Honda July 28-August 10

Musician and composer Bill McCormick August 11-24

Musician and composer David Boye August 25-September 7

For more information on the AIR program as well as detailed information on this year’s artists, please check out:

http://www.nps.gov/romo/supportyourpark/artist_in_residence.htm



alendars for the 2013 Volunteer Recogniti
R on Eventy,

East Side Recognition Event and details....

West Side Recogntion event and details...




A Shout Out to the Environmental Education Volunteers and Interns
By Katie Phillips

The Education and Outreach program at Rocky Mountain National Park enjoys the help of a number of
interns and volunteers each season to help us work with approximately 12,000 learners each year. This
past winter long time seasonals Holly Nickel and Nicole Wardo (who started 4 years ago as
volunteers/interns themselves) were joined by interns Julia Temple and Rachel Brooks as well as GeoCorp
Instructor Lana Morris. They were a wonderful crew and had a wonderful season working with other park
volunteers, Tom Shoemaker and Caroline Smith. When their season ended this spring they decided to
leave behind some advice for the incoming crew. Many of you have seen the bookmarks and postcards
titled “Advice from a .....”. Well, here are just a few lines from “Advice from an Education Ranger” | think
everyone could benefit from.

Remember that you're ‘changing lives’ everyday

Sometimes it’s okay to say, “Pump the brakes!”

Gotta have some fun

Don’t be afraid to change a spring/summer program into a winter snowshoe
Be mindful of what you leave in the fridge

It’s okay, we’ve all had our Ranger Reject moments

Over the past twenty years, the Education and Outreach program has served over 150,000 students. It
would never have been possible without the hard work and dedication of the many interns and volunteers
who have helped.



Kid Power
By Flo Bielat

[ recently prepared paperwork for a group of volunteers, the youngest being eight years old. The
project, building buck and rail fences in the Colorado River District, is no easy task. I thought how
terrific it was that this group had volunteers from age eight to adult. Volunteering with children is a
wonderful way to help them learn about giving back. I've had the opportunity and pleasure to work
with many kids and young adults here at Rocky. I would like to share with you some of what I've seen.

Rangers and volunteer Coordinators Dyan Harden and Zephyr McConnell are two important
individuals in the Rocky volunteer world. These ladies lead groups of kids, organize age-appropriate
projects, and keep these kids safe. They appreciate and respect their young volunteers. The kids
always return from projects with a strong positive attitude and a lot of joy.

Recently, Rocky Firefighter Doug
Watry led a group of 12-17 year old
boys. He and his colleagues taught
these young boys the why and how of
building burn piles. They built 20 large
piles. They returned so tired, yet took
the time to tell me what they had
accomplished and how proud they
were. They could not wait to tell their
parents how they worked with
firefighters removing hazardous fuels.
Do you think they will ever forget this?
[ don’t think so!

The staff in Rocky enjoys these young

volunteers. Just ask Tom Lisak and the

Road Hogs. When Tom returns paperwork to the VIP Office he is smiling from ear to ear. He just keeps
telling me, “Bring them back.” Isn’t it amazing, we have volunteers mentoring volunteers? Road Hogs,
thank you so much.

Another benefit of kids volunteering is the time spent in a national park. They are far away from all
the technology in their lives. They learn about the mission, concerns, and needs of our national parks,
in this case Rocky. Leading by example has been shown to be the most effective form of teaching.
Children who see their parents and grandparents volunteering are more likely to believe in the value
of volunteering and helping others.

There are many factors to consider regarding volunteering with children, but a little effort can
provide a lifetime of benefit for both the kids involved and for our communities. The kid groups here
at Rocky inspire all of us who work with them. Next time you see these kids in the park, please take
the time to thank them and tell them what a great contribution and vital part of Rocky they are. This is
KID POWER!



Volunteer Program Office
Rocky Mountain National Park
1000 Highway 36

Estes Park, CO 80517




