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The National Park Servlce

Established in 1916, the Natlnnai Park Service preserves
and protects the natural and cultural resources and values
for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and
future generations.

Today, there are 15 national parks located on or near the Great Lakes.

Park rangers are the individuals who make sure those places are
preserved and protected. Junior Rangers can help!

To become a Great Lakes Junior Ranger, A
you must explore, protect,
and learn about the Great Lakes.

To earn your Junior Ranger Badge
Age 6-9: complete 6 activities
Age 10 and up: complete all activities

Look for the Junior
Ranger icon for more
opportunities to
explore, learn, and
protect.




Protecting the Great Lakes

The people that preserve and protect the National Parks are called
park rangers. They have many different kinds of jobs and wear
many different kinds of hats. Some protect resources, some lead
hikes, and some do research. You may see them out in the park
exploring, learning, and protecting. Many do activities that Junior
Rangers can participate in too.

Grab your gear and join them out in the park today!

Circle what you should take with you for a day out in the
park with a ranger.

pout how they protect the park.






Whose Tracks Are Those?

National Parks are special places where plants and animals are
protected. The lakes, forests, wetlands, and fields in the Great
Lakes region are home to many species of wildlif

Can you match the animal with the tracksﬁ T
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"4/ How many of these tracks you can find in the park?
*pans * 4









Travel Through Time
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Like the fn*st residents of the Great Lakes, people today are
drawn to the water. The lakes transport hunting expeditions, —
create habitat for wild rice, attract game like beaver and -
ducks, and it is home to hundreds of different types of fish.

Later, explorers came to the Great Lakes in search of the same &=
treasures.

= Write a story about what it would have been like to visit
o% the Great Lakes 100 years ago. What were you looking
for? What did you find?

Use gutra paper il needed

The populati irPtheTsreaMkas area was

» estimated to ave_hEEn hetﬂeéﬁ"&ﬂ 000 and
117,000 in the T6th az:+|=.'r1.’lur3||r Hnw manygeuple -
live in your hnmetumrn? :

.
=1




||

,%_uuz:___l W
3 _q.-%_:;_f“, N f_.

i ] £t
'}




A Superior Value

Lake Superior is the largest of the five Great Lakes. It contains three
quadrillion (3,000,000,000,000,000) gallons of water. That's 10%
of the world’s fresh surface water!

Lake Superior holds over half of the water in the Great Lakes

A gallon of drinking water costs about $2.00.

Are you thirsty? Use a refillable water bottle.
Rangers reduce, reuse, and recycle.




Approximately 1.8
million gallons of
water drain through
the Great Lakes
every second. Some
of that water flows
across forests,
fields,rivers, and
streets. It sometimes
picks up garbage
and pollutants
along the way. Rain
gardens are planted
with special plants
In key places to help
filter the water
before it reaches
the Great Lakes.

How can you conserve water at home?




Ted and his mom are going to spend a day fishing at a national park.
They know that invasive species can be unwanted hitchhikers. These
plants and animals cause harm to the places we enjoy.

r
1'||| |E.1 FERAT T * 11|:ul1, vater fheas Zoebra mussel
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Where should they chez‘ﬁ-—‘in-._q____“
to make sure each of these invadarsssS—
doesn’t make the trip-with them? i
Draw a line from the muadr:r e
to it's hiding location.
'-..'DF' ﬂ.q*
Y ‘'« Stop aquatic hitchhikers, practice good
clean fun. Check clothing, pets, and
equipment for invasive species before
you get to the park!
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P2 e : = The Great Lakes National Parks hold
many natural, cultural, and historical

wonders for visitors to explore.
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Round 3

How many of these things can
you find during your visit to a
national park?

Mark out each item you see.
The first three in a row, up,
down, or diagonal wins. Play
multiple rounds or with friends.




Guiding Light

There are over 100 lighthouses and
harbor lights on the Great Lakes.
Have you seen one? What color
was it? Color this lighthouse.

Lighthouses help guide ships into
harbors or help them navigate around
rocky and shallow passages.

Draw a ship on the lake.

What kind is it? What is it carrying?




To the Bottom of Things

&

The measurement of lake depth is called bathymetry. Knowing how
deep a lake is allows boaters to navigate through.shallow water, helps
parks plan safe swimming areas, and might even point to a good
fishing hole or two. Study the chart below. The numbers and contour
lines represent the water depth in feet.

Draw an umbrella on the beach area where families can visit.
Draw a boat on a place next to shore with water over six feet
deep. Draw fish where you might find them lurking in cool,
deep pockets of water.
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How would plants, animals, and people be
affected if lake levels changed?




Many household activities
that use energy produce
CO,. Can you name three?

What two things can your
family do to lower how
much €O, your household
produces?

Learn how to identify poison ivy:
LEAVES OF THREE, LET THEM BE.




Did You Know...? _ ';Q:-- P

Within the waters of the Great Lakes there are 150 different types of
native fish. The largest of these fish is the Lake Sturgeon, which can. ,'.. ,
grow to over 8 feet (1.8 meters) long. '

The deepest point of the Great Lakes is in Lake Superior near Pictured
Rocks National Lakeshore, 1,333 feet (406 meters) below the surface!
If the Empire State Building were built there, only the antenna tower
would stick out above the water.

The Great Lakes have 10.210 miles (17,017 km) of shoreline,
(including islands). To kayak along the entire shore would be like
kayaking from Los Angeles, California, across the Pacific Ocean to
Tokyo, Japan, and back.

The Great Lakes were partially formed from the melting ice when
glaciers retreated.’ The lakes continue to change and evolve

Activity Solutions

'-.". I Thros ||| the woods

e prawry, mocks, sRake, My, dier, pinetone. owl, pop can, rabbit, foofprint, wildticswes, gum wrapper, berd
t out, dispose of it propery

Wl

City Built by the Lake
logging, farming, fishing, guarrying, shipping, mining, building, manafacturing

A Superior Valus Mercury Adds Up A-maz-ing Lake Healthy Habitats

e, COON0Y, o0, O, Co0a0s iOMDNE) 1. 1000 : X wou belong in the lake

20,000, DO, T DRI D00 20, 200 e ) (bt aanly when i safe 1o wwim)
a5 habitat and homes - . el

Making the Connecson
Eagley and humans eat salmon and lake trout
Froge Til abowe invertebirates and many things eat them

17




e IP8uey MIeJ SuInssy

._I.....l-_ h.....__._._-.__ FHLLSHH
ﬁ e W] IR
L

198uey Jomun|

0] pajuasadd

uono[dwon) Jo a1e0yNIdD) A
193uey J0TUN[ SIBT 1BAIN) .

| =]]




xplom aIIF e o

eat Lakes National Parks

‘II“I'I.IE Kl

-"'fhp'lu-rrl
Rocha WL
Peprirng X
B -
e
L1
o ] 5
[ L -
W AT - |LANTAR 3
maonow" - ) B TR
- Peimy's ¥ty
r Wiver Nanin MOF,  sndl Ietarnatscnal
& W l:.i-h hﬂﬂmﬂqm; Garfiaid ke
a1 drate Fak LIVBLANS
il TR 'i.i"

—_—— -
i e IO Ml
.-'nl-' rull Pars Serw
ol r L
’

For more ib tion abogt
http:fhmmw.nps.g{m- o

e

_aOr mnre]umﬂr Rangerfun go to: AR e
- Great Lakes
http:/Avww.nps.goviwebrangers/ : RESTORATION

& s T
i,

e T A
Prin th on :Er ||.r'cled

ot




