
1 

Sample Lease 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE LEASE 

Historic Property Leasing for Agricultural Use 
Of Property In 

Richmond National Battlefield Park, Richmond, VA. 

THIS LEASE is made and entered into by and between the United States Department of the 
Interior, acting through the National Park Service, an agency of the United States of America 
(Lessor), and __________________________________________, (Lessee). 

WITNESSETH THAT:  
WHEREAS, Congress designated Richmond National Battlefield Park (Park Area) as a unit of the 
National Park System; and 
WHEREAS, the Park Area contains property (the Premises) that has been determined suitable for 
leasing under 36 C.F.R. Part 18 (Part 18); and 
WHEREAS, the Lessor has determined that the use and occupancy of the Premises that is made 
available under this Lease is consistent with the Park Area’s General Management Plan and the 
requirements of Part 18; and 
WHEREAS, the Lessee desires to lease the Premises on the terms and conditions set forth in this 
Lease;  
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of their mutual promises, the Lessor and Lessee hereby 
agree as follows: 

That the Lessor, for the consideration hereinafter set forth, hereby leases to the Lessee, for a term, 
beginning January 1, 2019 and ending December 31, 2023, the Premises, more particularly 
described as follows:______________________________________. 

THIS LEASE is granted subject to the following conditions: 

1. That the Lessee shall pay to the United States as rental for the first year of the lease the
sum of_____________________dollars. The rental for each subsequent year shall be a sum in 
dollars equivalent to the present purchasing power of __________dollars.   This sum will be 
determined by multiplying the amount of the rental from the previous year by the Consumer Price 
Index percent change over the previous year.  This amount will be added to the rental from the 
previous year.  For example, the rental for the year commencing January 1, 2019, shall be the result 
of_________ dollars multiplied by the index percent change for January 2019 and the product 
added to the amount of _______dollars. Changes in the rental amount from one year to the next 
will be cumulative.   The Consumer Price Index referred to is Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor or its successor 
index. The annual rental shall be paid in advance and the Lessee shall also pay to the United States 
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on demand any sum which may have to be expended after the expiration or termination of this lease 
in order to return the Premises to the condition required by Condition No. 16 hereof. Compensation 
shall be made payable to "U.S.D.I., National Park Service" and forwarded by the Lessee direct to 
the Superintendent, Richmond National Battlefield Park.  

 
2. That the Lessee has inspected and knows the condition of the Premises, and it is 

understood that the same is hereby leased without any representation or warranty by the Lessor 
whatsoever, and without obligation on the part of the Lessor to make any alterations, repairs, or 
additions thereto.  
 

3.  That all portions of the Premises shall at all times be protected and maintained in good 
order and condition by and at the expense of the Lessee.  
 

4.  That the Lessee shall neither transfer nor assign this lease nor sublet the Premises or any 
part thereof or any property thereon, nor grant any interest, privilege, or license whatsoever in 
connection with this lease without permission in writing from the Lessor.  
 

5. That the right is hereby reserved to the United States, its officers, agents, and employees 
to enter upon the said Premises at any time for the purpose of inspection and inventory, and as and 
when otherwise deemed necessary for the protection of the interests of the Government, or for the 
management of the Premises as a unit of the National Park System.  The Lessee shall have no claim 
of any character on account thereof against the United States or any officer, agent or employee 
thereof.  
 
 6.  That this agreement is made upon the express condition that the United States, shall be 
free from all liabilities and claims for damages and/or suits for or by reason of any injury or injuries 
to any person or persons or property of any kind whatsoever, whether the person or property of the 
Lessee, its agents or employees, or third parties, from any cause or causes whatsoever while in or 
upon said Premises or any part thereof during the term of this agreement or occasioned by any 
occupancy or use of said Premises or any activity carried on by Lessee in collection herewith, and 
Lessee hereby covenants and agrees to indemnify and save harmless the United States from all 
liabilities, charges, expenses and costs on account of or by reason of any such injuries, liabilities, 
claims, suits or losses however occurring or damages growing out of same. The Lessee shall 
purchase and maintain during the term of this agreement Comprehensive General Liability 
insurance through one or more primary and umbrella liability policies against claims for bodily 
injury and property damage occurring on the Premises, the improvements thereon, or the streets, 
curbs or sidewalks adjoining the Premises, with such limits as may be required by the Lessor, but in 
any event not less than $100,000 per incident and $500,000 aggregate for the Premises. Such 
insurance shall insure the performance by the Lessee of its indemnity obligations under this Lease. 

The insurance provided for herein shall name the United States as additional insured and all 
such liability policies are to specify that the insurance company shall have no recourse against the 
United States Government for payment of any premiums or assessments.  The Lessee shall provide 
the Lessor thirty (30) days advance written notice of any material change in the Lessee’s insurance 
program hereunder. 
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7. That the Lessee shall at all times exercise due diligence in the protection of the Premises 
against damage or destruction by fire and other causes. 

  
8. That any property of the United States damaged or destroyed by the Lessee incident to 

the Lessee's use and occupation said property shall be promptly restored or reconstructed by the 
Lessee to the satisfaction of the Lessor, or in lieu of such restoration or reconstruction the Lessee 
shall, if so required by the Lessor, pay to the United States money in an amount sufficient to 
compensate for the loss sustained by the United States by reason of damages to or destruction of 
Government property.  

 
9. That the Lessee shall conduct no mining or drilling operations, remove no sand, gravel or 

kindred substances from the ground, commit no waste of any kind, or in any manner substantially 
change the contour or condition of the property hereby leased.  
 

10. That the Lessee shall comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations of the 
State, county, and municipality wherein the said demised Premises are located, with regard to 
construction, sanitation, licenses or permits to do business, and all other matters.  
 

11. That the Lessee shall not construct any permanent structure on the said demised 
Premises, and shall not construct any temporary structure or advertising sign thereon without the 
prior written consent of the Lessor.  
 

12. That the Lessee shall pay to the proper authority, when and as the same becomes due 
and payable, all taxes, assessments, and similar charges, which at any time during the term of this 
lease, may be taxed, assessed or imposed upon the Government or upon the Lessee with respect to 
or upon the Premises.  
 

13. That the use and occupation of the Premises  hereby shall be subject to the general 
supervision and approval of the Lessor and to the General Rules and Regulations and the Special 
Rules or Regulations applicable to federal lands.  
 

14. That no Member of or Delegate to Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of 
this lease or to any benefit to arise therefrom. Nothing, however, herein contained shall be 
construed to extend to any incorporated company, if the lease be for the general benefit of such 
corporation or company.  
 

15. That this lease may be revoked at the election of the Lessor when the Lessee fails to 
comply with the terms and conditions of this lease.  
 

16. That, on or before the date of expiration of this lease, or upon its revocation by the 
Lessor, the Lessee shall vacate the demised Premises, remove the property of the Lessee therefrom, 
and return the Premises to as good order and condition as that existing upon the date of 
commencement of the term of this lease, damages beyond the control of the Lessee and due to fair 
wear and tear excepted. If, however, this lease is revoked, the Lessee shall vacate the Premises, 
remove said property therefrom, and return the Premises to the condition aforesaid within such time 
as the Lessor may designate. In either event, if the Lessee shall fail or neglect to remove said 
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property and so repair the Premises, then, at the option of the Lessor said property shall either 
become the property of the United States without compensation therefor, or the Lessor may cause it 
to be removed and/or the Premises to be repaired at the expense of the Lessee, and no claim for 
damages against the United States or its officers or agents shall be created by or made on account 
of such removal and/or repair work.  
 

17. That if more than one Lessee is named in this lease the obligations of said Lessees 
herein contained shall be joint and several obligations.  
 

18. That, except as otherwise specifically provided, any reference herein to the 
Superintendent shall include her/his duly appointed successors and her/his authorized 
representatives.  

 
19. That all notices to be given pursuant to this lease shall be addressed, to the Lessee to: 

________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________; if to the Lessor to, Superintendent, 
Richmond National Battlefield Park, 3215 East Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23223, or phone 804-
226-5031 as may from time to time otherwise be directed by the parties. Notice shall be deemed to 
have been duly given if and when enclosed in a properly sealed envelope, or wrapper, addressed as 
aforesaid and deposited postage prepaid in a post office or branch post office regularly maintained 
by the United States Government.  
 

20. That Lessee warrants that no person or selling agency has been employed or retained to 
solicit or secure this lease upon an agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage, 
brokerage, or contingent fee, excepting bona fide employees or bond fide established commercial 
or selling agencies maintained by the Lessee for the purpose of securing business. For breach or 
violation of this warranty the Government shall have the right to annul this lease without liability or 
in its discretion to require the Lessee to pay, in addition to the lease rental or consideration, the full 
amount of such commission, percentage, brokerage, or contingent fee.  
 

21.   That Lessee shall comply with the requirements of (a) Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, as well as Executive Order No. 11246 of September 24, 1965; as amended by Executive 
Order No. 11375 of October 13, 1967; (b) Executive Order 13658- Establishing a Minimum Wage 
for Contractors, and its implementing regulations, including the applicable contract clause, are 
incorporated by reference into this contract as if fully set forth in this contract. The applicable 
contract clause is available at https://federalregister.gov/a/2014-23533; (c) Title V, Section 503 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of September 26, 1973, P.L. 93-112, which required Government 
Contractors and Subcontractors to take Affirmative Action to employ and to advance in 
employment qualified handicapped individuals, 41 CFR, Part 60-2 which prescribes affirmative 
action requirements for contractors and subcontractors, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act 
of December 15, 1967, as amended by P.L. 95-256 of April 6, 1978 and with regulations heretofore 
or hereafter promulgated, relating to nondiscrimination in employment and in providing facilities 
and services to the public and shall do nothing in advertising for employees which will prevent 
those covered by these laws from qualifying for such employment.  
 

https://federalregister.gov/a/2014-23533
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 22. That no equipment, material, or crops shall be stored or left standing along park roads or 
on any park lands by the Lessee, except as approved in writing by the Lessor.  
 
 23. That no archeological remains or objects of historical or scientific value shall be 
disturbed, and all objects of archeological, historical or scientific value found on the land by the 
Lessee shall be turned over to the Lessor.  The Lessee will also notify the park immediately if any 
items of archeological, historical, or scientific value are disturbed. 
 
 24. That the Lessee agrees to farm the land for crops or hay production as described in the 
bid package and follow conservation practices that are recommended by the Lessor. No lands 
demised by this lease shall be placed in any kind of soil bank or other "set-aside" program, such as 
Payment in Kind (PIK), without prior written approval of the Lessor.  
 
 25. That pest management (especially use of insecticides and fungicides) will require 
monitoring for pest problems before any chemical treatment is considered.  All chemical use must 
be requested and approved before application by submitting a Pesticide Use Proposal to the NPS.  
Lessee will be informed in writing of the approval or denial of their proposal.  Unauthorized use of 
chemicals on NPS land will be grounds for lease termination.  Restricted use pesticides are not 
likely to be approved for use.  
 
All pesticide use must be reported to the NPS at the end of the year by submitting a Pesticide Use 
Log by December 30th.  Pesticide application must adhere to label instructions, especially with 
regard to application near water or on wet soils.  Mixing of pesticides will not be permitted on NPS 
property. Any spills must be reported to the NPS, and cleaned up at the expense of the lessee.  All 
agricultural fields must have signage posted at adjacent visitor use areas when applying any 
pesticides.  Signage/postings must list the date of the application, the name of the product used and 
the restricted-entry interval as defined on the product label. 
 
 26.  That the use of park roads by the Lessee shall be only in accordance with the general 
park regulations and with those special regulations prescribed by the Lessor.  
 
 27.  That this lease shall not be construed as a grant of permanent interest for a right-of-way 
or as an abandonment of use and occupancy of the Premises described in this lease, anything herein 
contained to the contrary notwithstanding.   
 
 28.  Soils will be tested by the lessee at the start of a lease and at least every two (2) years 
thereafter.  Soil samples shall be submitted to the Virginia Tech soil lab, or other approved and 
certified facility, for analysis and the application of fertilizer and/or lime will be done only as 
recommended. Soil analysis results and fertilizer application rates will be provided to the NPS by 
December 30th each year. 
 
 29. That no trees larger than 6” in diameter shall be removed or cut unless approved in 
writing by the Lessor.  
 
 30. That all tracts must be farmed using no-till or low-till practices.   
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 31. That the lands shall at all times be kept in a neat and orderly condition and no trash, 
garbage or other unsightly or offensive material shall be allowed to accumulate thereon. 
 
 32. That no fence shall be installed without the prior written approval of the Lessor. No 
approval will be given to erect any fence that, in the judgment of the Lessor, is not reasonably 
harmonious with the scenic and historical character of the park.  
 
 33. That the Lessee has no rights of renewal of the lease or to the award of a new lease upon 
lease termination or expiration and that the lease is subject to cancellation by the Lessor in the 
exercise of the sovereign authority of the United States to the extent provided by applicable law. 
 
 34.  Within one year of the start of the lease, the Lessee will be required to present an up to 
date Conservation Plan for park farm tracts, in coordination with the USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service and the National Park Service. All reasonable recommended BMPs must be 
employed within the first two years of the lease to protect soil and water. Lessee must request a 
waiver for any BMP’s that it deems unreasonable. 
 
 35. NPS maintained interpretive trails and associated karsonite posts must be avoided when 
planting and harvesting.  Lessee is responsible for maintaining field borders.  Any tree that falls 
into the fields must be removed.  To help protect fields from trespassers, the NPS will maintain 
locked cable gates at field entrances. Lessee will be provided access to the gates but they must be 
kept secure at all times. Damage to the gates due to agricultural operations must be repaired in kind 
by the lessee. 
 
 36. Crop rotation may be proposed by the potential lessee and approved by the NPS.  
However, crops, which require intensive cultivation, will not be permitted on NPS land.  In 
addition, crops taller than 3 feet are prohibited on MH2 and MH3 as these are our primary 
battlefield viewsheds.  
 
 37. Hunting will NOT be permitted on NPS property. 
 

38. The park occasionally hosts public events adjacent to its agricultural fields. Lessee will 
be notified in advance of the event if their field is in the vicinity of such an event and the park 
requires that no agricultural operations be carried out during the programs. 
 

39. Crop yields will be reported to the National Park Service each year by December 30th. 
 
40. As the park opens the Glendale unit to the public, it is possible that there may be a small 
parking lot and minimal trail that may impact portions of the GL fields. The Lessee will be notified 
of such activities at least 90 days before work takes place and the immediate areas of the lot or trail 
will be removed from the lease. 

 
 41. That a) The Lessee shall promptly pay any contractors, subcontractors and materialmen 
who or which may supply labor, work or materials to the Lessee for use upon said Premises so as to 
minimize the possibility of a lien attaching to the demised Premises; and b) should any such lien be 
made or filed, or notice of lien be filed, the Lessee shall bond or discharge the same within fifteen 
(15) days thereafter.  
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b) The parties hereto each agree that this Lease shall be binding upon, inure to the benefit 

of, and be enforceable by their respective assigns and or any successor in interest. This Lease may 
not be changed or amended without the written approval of both parties hereto.  
 

c) This lease is made on the express condition that if the Lessee shall fail to keep and 
perform any of the covenants, agreements or conditions of this indenture, then this lease shall 
become void at the option of the Lessor provided, that the Lessor shall first give to lessee at least 
thirty (30) days written notice of intention to forfeit this lease, and shall set forth therein the 
specific breach of ease and the Lessor’s intention to reenter the premise and declare this lease 
forfeited, if such breach be continued. Such notice shall be served in the manner herein provided 
and after the expiration of said thirty (30) days notice this lease shall be void, and terminate 
provided the Lessee is then in default respecting the complaint of covenant, agreement or condition, 
and the Lessor shall then be entitled to the possession of demised Premises, and may enter into and 
upon the same on any part thereof and repossess the same and expel the Lessee and those claiming 
through or under it and remove their effects without being guilty of any manner of trespass and 
without any prejudice to any remedies which might otherwise be used for arrears of rent or 
preceding breach of covenant; in the case of such termination the Lessee will, at the election of the 
Lessor either (a) pay to the Lessor the rent and other payments provided in the same installments 
equal to the difference between the rent and other payments provided in this lease, and the sums 
actually received by the Lessor as liquidated damages for the unimpaired term; or (b) pay to the 
Lessor as liquidated damages a sum which at the time of such termination, represents the difference 
between the rental value of the demised Premises and the rent and other payments provided in this 
lease for the residue of the term. It is further agreed that this lease and all rights of the Lessee 
hereunder shall, at the option of the Lessor terminate upon the filing or execution of:        (1) 
petition in bankruptcy by or against the Lessee; (2) a petition seeking a reorganization, 
composition, liquidation, dissolution or other relief of the same or different kind under any 
provision of the Bankruptcy Act; (3) an assignment for the benefit of creditors; (4) a petition or 
other proceeding against the Lessee for the appointment of a trustee, receiver of liquidator; (5) the 
taking by any person of the Leasehold created hereby or any part thereof upon execution, 
attachment or other process of law or equity.  
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the, Regional Director, Northeast Region, National Park Service, 
acting on behalf of the United States, in the exercise of the delegated authority from the Secretary 
of the Interior, as Lessor; and the Lessee have executed this Lease by proper persons thereunto duly 
authorized as of the date heretofore written. 
 
LESSOR 
 
THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE 
 
___________________                          _____________ 
Regional Director     Date 
Northeast Region 
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LESSEE 
 
(_______________________________________) _______________________ 
By__________________________________ Date 
Title_________________________________ 
 
 


