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Background 

The American Latinos and the Making of the United States: A Theme Study is in the process of final 
design and publication. The theme study will assist government agencies and the private sector with 
identifying and evaluating places related to American Latino heritage of significance in 
communities nationwide. This energetic effort comprises unique and highly successful approach to 
telling the stories of all Americans, particularly those with relatively few national landmarks or 
sites listed in the National Register. It is expected that this model will be utilized to tell the stories 
of other under-represented groups and stories in our nation. 
 
Addressing the Task 

Since the American Latino Heritage Scholars Expert Panel (Panel) of nine scholars and three 
National Park Service employees began work in November of 2011 the Panel and staff completed 
the remarkable task of contracting for, reviewing and editing 18 essays from nationally recognized 
scholars selected by the panel.  
 
Progress Report 

The Theme Study was structured with four main categories: Making the Nation, Making a Life, 
Making a Living, Making a Democracy, and a Core Essay written one of the expert panelists. The 
sites mentioned in this study are the starting place for the expanded telling of the Latino story and 
offer a pool of potential candidates for designation as national historic landmarks and for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
In addition to the work of the Panel on the Theme Study input has also been provided on related 
activities of the National Park Service and Department of Interior on activities such as the National 
Park Foundation American Latino Heritage Fund, an on-line American Latino Heritage Travel 
Itinerary, conducting and promoting Youth Summits, pursuing World Heritage Site status for the 
San Antonio Mission National Historical Park, issuance of the Hispanics and the Civil War booklet, 
documentation of Forty Acres by the Historic American Buildings Survey, and development of a 
web tool kit. 
 
Realizing Our Vision 

Futures activities for the Panel include providing input to the National Park Service, State and local 
preservation officers on priority sites for designation, identification of additional research that must 
be conducted, coordination with other Latino Heritage efforts including the proposed Smithsonian 
museum, providing input on the existing and new interpretive and educational materials at NPS site 
used to tell the stories of Latinos and identifying tools to help Latino communities develop the 
capacity to attain historic landmark designations. Therefore, it is requested that the Panel be given 
continuing authority to function as a committee of the Advisory Board.  
 



 

Follow Our Work 

This section will include web links to a full report and other backup information. 


