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What is a Special Resource Study?

Special resource studies:

� Determine whether study area resources meet 
the criteria for addition to the national park 

system.

� Offer recommendations for resource 

protection and public use and enjoyment.

� Offer opportunities to think creatively about 
how to protect natural and cultural resources 

while enhancing the community’s quality of 
life.
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Why is the NPS Conducting this Special Resource Study?

Consolidated Natural Resources Act of 2008

SEC. 327. Rim of the Valley Corridor Study

“The Secretary of the Interior…shall complete a special resource study of

the area known as the Rim of the Valley Corridor, generally including the mountains 

encircling the San Fernando, La Crescenta, Santa Clarita, Simi, and Conejo Valleys to 
determine:

(1) the suitability and feasibility of designating all or a

portion of the corridor as a unit of the Santa Monica Mountains

National Recreation Area; and

(2) the methods and means for the protection and
interpretation of this corridor by the National Park Service,

other Federal, State, or local government entities or private

or non-profit organizations”
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Why is the NPS Conducting this Special Resource Study?

Reasons for study legislation:

• Protection of wildlife habitat and linkages between major areas of open space

• Completion of the Rim of the Valley Trail System, including major feeder trails to 

connect adjoining communities and regional transit to the trail system 

• Preservation of recreational opportunities and access to open space for a variety 
of recreational users

• Protection of rare, threatened, or endangered species and rare or unusual plant 

communities and habitat

• Respect for the needs of communities within, or in the vicinity of, the Rim of the 

Valley Corridor.
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“The area known as the 

Rim of the Valley Corridor, 

generally including the 

mountains encircling the:

• San Fernando,

• La Crescenta,

• Santa Clarita,

• Simi, and 

•Conejo Valleys”

Regional Context MapStudy Area

Study Area
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Study Area
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Study Area

Size:  

Approximately  650,000 acres of which approximately  150,000 is included in 

the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area (SMMNRA)

Land Ownership:  

• In the study area, 51% is publicly-owned, 49% is privately-owned.  

• In the SMMNRA:

� 54% of land protected open space/parks

� 15% is owned by the National Park Service

� 33% by the State of California (State Parks, Santa Monica Mountains 

Conservancy)
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How does this Special Resource Study relate to you?

� Study will not consider any alternatives that would adversely affect private 

property rights.  If the study recommends any NPS land acquisition, it will 
stipulate that land will only be acquired from willing sellers.

� Study will recognize and respect existing authorities of local, state and federal  

agencies and work collaboratively with local communities and existing agencies

� Opportunities to offer your views on what you think is needed or appropriate.

� Opportunities to think creatively about how to protect natural and cultural 
resources while enhancing the community’s quality of life.
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What happens in a study area?

1. NPS conducts resource & feasibility assessment (NPS criteria, defined by law 

and NPS policies):

•Nationally significant natural or cultural resources?

• Suitable for NPS designation?

• Are there feasible roles for the NPS?  Is it feasible for NPS to manage?  

• Is there an appropriate role for the NPS?
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What happens in a study area?

2. NPS makes recommendations:

• With community participation and input

• May include part or all of the study area

• Can include NPS management only if all 4 NPS criteria are met 

Note: only ¼  -⅓ of studies have resulted in a recommendation for NPS 

designation
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What happens in a study area?

Possible types of recommendations:

• Continuation of current management

• Recommendations for local, regional or state action

• Expansion of an existing national park (Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area)

• Different recommendations for different areas
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Next Steps

� Scoping/public comment period thru October 29, 2010

� Nine public meetings through September and October

� Begin resource analysis
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Public Meeting Schedule

Tuesday, September 14, 2010, 7-9 p.m.
Mason Recreation Center
10500 Mason Ave.
Chatsworth, CA 91311

***Wednesday, September 15, 2010
2-4 p.m. and 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Los Angeles River Center and Gardens
570 W. Avenue 26
Los Angeles, CA 90065

Tuesday, September 21, 2010, 7-9 p.m.
George A. Caravalho Santa Clarita Sports 
Complex-Activities Center Building
20880 Centre Pointe Parkway
Santa Clarita, CA 91350

Wednesday, September 22, 2010, 7-9 p.m.
Conejo Recreation and Parks District
Community Room
403 W. Hillcrest Dr.
Thousand Oaks, CA  91360

Monday, October 4, 2010, 7-9 p.m.
King Gillette Ranch
26800 West Mulholland Highway 
Calabasas, CA 91302

***Tuesday, October 5, 2010, 7-9 p.m.
Northeast Valley City Hall
7747 Foothill Blvd.
Tujunga, CA 91042

Wednesday, October 6, 2010, 7-9 p.m.
Charles S. Farnsworth Park
Davies Building
568 East Mount Curve Ave.
Altadena, CA 91001

***Wednesday, October 13, 2010, 6:30-8 p.m.
Herrick Elementary School
13350 Herrick Avenue
Sylmar, CA  91342

*** Habrá un traductor disponib le para estas 
reuniones públicas.

Just 
added!
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We would like to learn from you…

� What resources, recreational opportunities in the study area 

are important to you?

� What issues or concerns should be addressed in the study 

process? 

� What you hope this study process will accomplish

� Individuals or organizations we should contact
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Contact Information

Mail: National Park Service 

Rim of the Valley Corridor Study

570 W. Avenue 26, #175

Los Angeles, CA 90065

Core NPS Study Team: 

Anne Dove, Project Manager 

(323) 441-9307

Margie Steigerwald, Planner

(805) 370-2373

E-mail: PWR_rimofthevalley@nps.gov

Website: www.nps.gov/pwro/rimofthevalley

Sign up for our e-mail list on our website!!!


