Appendix G: Letters of Support from Resource Experts

WESTERN QOFFICE

- HIZTORIC PRESERVATTON

hay ¥, 201

John J. Reynolds
superinfendent

Mational FPark Scrvice

Pucific Wesl Begion

600 [Tarrzon 3., Suite 600
=an Francizeo, OA4 S 107-1372

BE: Tod [Tunier Ligpell Special Resource Sludy

[ear Superintendent Reynolds:

1 am writing togffer the MNational Trost for Histeric Preservalion’s endotsement of the
WNutional Park Service's assessment of the cultural and hatueal resowrces al Torl
[Tunier Ligpedl. We have reviewed the draft statement of significance and helieve
that the Mational Park Scrvice haz accurately descnbed snd assessed the fort's
cultural and natural resources. We strongly suppaort the tenrative detenmination thit
these resources are patiopally sigmBcanl.

Fort Hunter Liggett iz not well known by the public, and vel we know of lew olher
pleces in Califormia (or indeed the West) that incorporate cultural and natwral
resourees inosuch a compelling landscape. We feel it iz important to emphasize that
the nanral landseape at Fort Honter Ligpell provides the historic context for the
arsy’s nalionally significant cultural resourees. While the study neles that the fomt's
oak wondland and oak savansa and viher plunt communitics have great rufurod
significance, we bolieve that these landscapes also carry enormous cudtural
sipnificunce.

This landscape embodies @ cenlunes-old popular image of a “golden Califomia”™ that
pruvides a piitoral counlerpoint b the drama of Yosemite Valley and Death Valley.
Given lhe scarcily of such unspoled oek landseapes and the current threats posed by
suburbun sprawl, insensiive apricultural practices, and sudden oak death synlrome,
we believe 1l becomes all the more cnitical to protect Fort Hunter Liggent's intact
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We recognize that the Mission San Antonio de Padua church and surrounding lands
are not subject 1o the study, but we believe thal 11 15 esseniial that the Mational Park
Serviee and the mission work cooperatively to reach common goals of prescrving a
unique and living heritage. While other California missions may be better known or
mure architecturally significant, we helicve that no other mission oflers a sense of
place thal can compare o that of Sen Antonio de Padua.

The National Trust belicves that there is a vital role [ur the National Park Scrvice in
Lhe Auture stewardship of Fort Hunter Liggett, We are eaper to supporl efforts o
dmyure the ongoing protection of this unigoe national treasure, Please conlact me or
Anibony Veerkornp on my slafl 1f we can be of assistance,

UG8 A e

L
[Tolly T
Director

Cc: Murtha Crusius, MPS Planning and Partnerships
David Look, NPS Cultural Resources T'eam Leader
Courtney Cuff, Director, NPCA Pavific Region
Susan Hrandt-Hawley, National Trust Advisor
Timothy Whalen, Nalional Trust Advisor
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MILLS I Mowvermber 2000

Juhn Reynolds, Regional Director

National Park Service, 1"acific West Region
L1 Jaukson Sireel, Suite T

Clakland, (CA 94007

Drzar Mr. Bevnolds:

The biological resources of Fort Hunter Liggett arc national treasures of global
significance. They constilule an inlacl assemblage of species and nalural communitics
arranged in a mission-era landscape that has persisted into the 21 century. Many of the
speeics are iruly rare and will reguire special conservalion measures regardless of the
[mal dispositon ol the land. The natural communities are diverse, expansive, and
heautitul, icons of Alta California and the only proven context for preservation of the vare
species. 11 would be nothing short of tragedy o dissect these elements aparl in order 1o
accommodate land use patterns that have put species at risk throughout the stare and
diminished the resource bithrght of vur citizens.
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At Fort Hunter Liggett, at this ume in history, we have a singular opportunity o do the
nght thing — o preserve o whole, Jully lunclwnul, prece of vur Amencun herisge,
without compromise and for the benefit of all. It 15 piece that can mmfoom and inspane, qs
well as demonstrate 1o the rest of the world that swords should not always be hammered
inio plowshares, Swornds can be Gashioned inlo resource stewardship and common good.

Thanl, yewe Dor the opporiumaly W commgen)

Hincerely,

e
Bruce M. Pavlik. Ph.Dd

Drepariment ol Riology
Mills Collowe
Crakland, CA 94/13

Draft Fort Hunter Liggett Special Resource Study & Environmental Assessment 193



Verna Jigour  Conscrvation Ecology Services (408) 246-4425

. A3 Cranada Avenue, Santa Clara, CA 93051 Fan: (4iE) YR5-27710
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Movember 10, 2001

JTohn Reynolds, Regional Direclor
National 'ark Service

1111 Jackson Slrect, Suite 700
Oakland, CA 94607

Subject: Leller of endorsement for the NPS Statement of Resource Significance:
Draft Special Resources Study of Fort Hunter Liggett

IJear Mr. Reynolds,

I have read the Section 4. Resource Significance of the document cited above (dralt
daled 10/30/01) and wish to ofler my endursument and corroboration of the accuracy
of the statements made and to add a few additional comments. | appreciate that the
case 15 quite well stated in the National Park Service reporl, though no words can
completely convey the full impacl these lands have upon the senses in firsi-hand
experience, which is olten described as a sensalion of being transporled (o an earlier
time. The lands encompassed by Fort Hunter Liggett possess stellar qualities
demonstrating a uniquely Californian example of our natural and cultural herilage.

Among, the outstanding l[eatures of the sludy area is ils landscape context in
relationship to adjacent lands conserved for public benefil. The nalural
communities represented in the FHI. study area contrast with and complement
those represenled in the adjacent Ventana and Silver Peak Wilderness arcas, other
parts of the Monterey Ranger Districl (LPNF) and other conserved lands. Only wilh
inclusion of the oak woodlands and savannas, varied riparian habitats, vernal
pools, rare plant populations and unique rock [ormalions encompassed by Fort
IHunier Liggett 1s a complete regional ccosystem represented among these conserved
lands. The wild food web encompassing these lands depends on flows of material
and energy, including food webs and wildlife movement patterns, among the enlire
assemblage of federal jurisdictions and olher conserved lands. This ecological
conlexl amplifies the exceptional nature of the FHL lands, which are outstanding in
themselves. Including the I'1IL lands, the entire complex of conserved lands,
extending coastward to the Big Sur coasl, is the outstanding example of a relalively
inlacl California Central Coast Range ecosyslem. lis inlegrity must remain intacl for
posterity as an oulslanding example of our natural heritage.

Representing Ventana Wildlands Project, | want to note another distinclion related

to this conlext thal may be considered of national significance with respect to the
high degree of inlegrily and relatively unspoiled nature of these lands. My
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colleagues in the Cenlral Coast Wildlands planming effort include representalives of
California Wilderness Coalition: the Information Center for the Environmenl,
University of California, Davis; Greenlnfo Nelwork; and University of California,
Santa Cruz Environmenlal Sludies Department and Geographic Information
Systems Lab. Togelher we have conducted an ecoregional geographic information
system (G15) analysis [Thorne et al. 2007 (in pm&&}] to identify exlensive core
biodiversity conscrvation areas within the context of an inlegraled nelwork,
connected by wildlife movement linkages. The lands of Forl Llunler Liggell
constitute a key part of one of the core conservalion arcas identilied through this
syslemalic process. (Our regional analysis is one of several being conducted
tluuughuul the slale, coordinated thmugh California Wilderness Coalition. In turn,
the California Wildlands Project, is part of a continental etfort being coordinated by
The Wildlands Project. Thus, identificalion of these lands as parl of a key regional
conservalion area gives il a significanl posilion in what is hoped will become a
dedicaled nationwide network of biodiversity conservation areas. This important
relationship to the nationwide network conveys a national significance.

The NP5 report covers the significance of the vak woodlands and savannas,
exemplary riparian habitats and the ecological [unctions ol these lands in supporling
numerous rare and lisled animal and plant species. To the lisl of supporiing
documentation included in the report may be added the identilication of the San
Antonio Valley & vicinity by National Audubon Society among their national list
of Important Bird Areas (Cooper 2001) which is currently in preparation.
Lurthermore, the LS. Fish and Wildlife Service has jusl proposed designation of
Critical Habitat for the Threatened purple amole (Chlorogalum purpurcum var,
purpureum) within the boundaries of FHI. (USFWS 2001).

An issuc relaled fo the oulslanding characler of these lands, as well as to its value
for scientific study and interprelalion is the fact thal vast areas of FHL remain
unsurve:fed for rare amimal and plant qpcrim {Ieidi Crowell, LISEWS, PETS. COTN.
2001). Thus, the outstanding biodiversity of the land has likely been underreported
lo dale, Lxpansive opportunities exist for future scientific study and evenlual
interpretation of these truly wild lands.

Among the epportunities for research and interpretation presenled by the lands of
FHL. is the enticing poleniial for rediscovering Native American tradilional cultural
relationships with their ecosystems. Whereas much of the adjacent designated
Wilderness encompasses steep and rugged lands largely suitable for only temporary
human visilalion, the lower elevation rolling oak woodland/savannas of FHT, were
home to the Salinan people for arvund 10,000 years. Restoralion ecologists have

only relatively recently begun o acknowledge and seek to understand the ecological
influences of traditional land management lechniques practiced by Mative
Amcricans lo supporl Lheir economies on the land.

Understanding such a “Native American parlnership with nature that left the
resource base inlacl” (Anderson 1993) holds promise for illuminaling approaches to
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restoring mative biodiversily. For example, cerlain nalive planl species now
considered rare were Lhe subjects of lradilional gathering and replacement practices
by MNalive Californians. “There may be a causal relationship between former
indigenous gathering and management practices and the rare status of these and
other plant species that are disappearing” (ibid.). The vasl acreage of relalively
intact lands encompassed by P, converging with the historic and prehistoric
presence of the Salinan people, wl'ln:lse descendents today share a deep concern for
lhese lands (Gregg Castro and Joe Freeman, Salinan Mation, pers. com. 2001),
suggests profound opportunities to explore the relalivnships among traditional land
managemenl praclices, cullural arls and biodiversily conservalion. Indeed, Kal
Anderson, Universily of Calitornia, Davis, (ciled in the foregoing) has expressed
inlerest in researching these relationships at FHIL {pers. com. 2(N11), as has Joe
Freeman (pers. com 2001) and we have begun preliminary discussions regarding a
potential research approach. The results of such research wall likely bear rich [ruit
tor interpreling our nalural herilage o fulure generalions.

In summary, the national significance of the lands of FHI. cannot be overstaled.
These truly vutstanding lands must be conserved in perpetuity.

Sincerely,
>

Verna Jigot
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VERN YADON

Worvembser 13, 20001

M1, John Reynolds, Regions] Director
Wational Park Service, Weslern Region
1111 Jackson Stroct, Suite 700
COrakland, CA 94607

Deur Mr. Reynolds:

Regarding the national significance of Fort Hunter Liggett, 1 have visited and collected the bolany
ol the [l lor a total of forty years. The repositories of those collections arc the Pacific Grove
Muscum of Natural History, the Califorms Acsdemy of Sciences and the Jepson Herharium at the
University ol California. My collections have helped determine the distribution and raricty of
certain species and the habitats where they oceur.

Calilornia is known [or its diversity, which has been at least partly protected by the size and uscs
of such placcs as Fort Hunter Liggett. Among the statutorily protected species are Purple
Amole, Chlorogalum p. var. purpureum and Santa Lucia mint, Pogogyne clareana. But the fort
harhbors many other rarities that deserve protection but have not attained the designation partly
because their distributions are not well known and they have not yet gone through the provess.
Bacchans plummerse ssp. glabrata and Tropidocarpum capparidewm are examples.

The fort has a number of wetlands with appropriste vernal species such as the srea at Jolon amd
vicinity, Los Bueyes amd Los Burros Creeks as well as Stony Valley. 1t has intact assemblages ol
Valley Oak Savanna and other oak combinations in the area along Milpitas and Del Venturi
Roads. There are significant grasslands that bave not been studied as well as historical,
archacological and geological features.

The significance of the natural asscts of Fort Hunter Ligpett cannot properly be descrbed in a
bricf statement such as this, but the area continues o hold my interest even afler [orly years of
collection and study.

Sincerely yours,

& __.-: e l:';l__f_.-; '_!'L- 1‘\.
Wern Yado
Director and Curator Bmeritus

*acific Grove Muscum of Matural History

Cu Justin Desantis

11149 Bucna Vista Avenue, Pacific Grove, Califurnia 93350 vlyi@mbay.net

Draft Fort Hunter Liggett Special Resource Study & Environmental Assessment
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[ ARCHITFCTLIRE
Movember 27, 200

Wlr. Julin Beynolds
Eevivmal Director
Mational Pack Service
Wesrern Legion

LITT Jacksom Srreo
b bomad, A 4607

r:'i':HT :"'.TI' Rﬂ‘r’[l{]lli‘-

1 a writing in support of the National Turk Service's proposal to designate the §learst laciend:s
and its related growmds amd cutbaildiogs av Foro Lluneer Liggert a5 2 Mational Hisrorie Sire. |
e rewieaed the drall recommendarion |:-1'E'|:lil.l'E'd |:W the Park Service. 1 HETN: rhur rheir
propasal to restore and inwerpret these historic propertics and the areas natoral resources will be
an exitaonditary resource for the visiting public. T also support the management approach they
have developed for the historic sire.

Il Julin Morgan-desipned Hears Hacienda s listed on the National Register of | listoric
PMaces. The structures amd i sice are extremely important resources of our Starce’s hisrory for the
stories 11 tells of early California settlement, the 1learst Bamch Yesrs, architec Julia Morgsan and
mililary trmining, |learst

Mg an historic preservation srchitecture frm, we support the preservation of culural resources
tor future gencrations. he Mational Park Service progesal inchades completing historic
strcrures reports and cultural Tadscape studies for the | leasst | lacienda, the tive ranch
Tumygzaliws annd Tand associaed wich the Tidball Store. These reports would be o puide o
adaptive wse, historic landscape restoration and management practices. We wholeheartedly
support this propesal and furure prescrearion work.

[ lowerk forweared 1o this proposed Mational Historie Sie becoming a signilicant concribuion w the
Tark Service's conlinuing program of preservation,

Sincetely vours,

(0 Eayliwe €200 W92 360 Dosh Sreeer S Francisow, TA 20
415730773 £ VAT
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Mr. Bay Murray .
United Stazes Depariment of the Interior A (1 Aan.A370
National Park Service

1111 Jackson Sieel, Suite 700

Oakland, CA Y4607

Janoary 31, 2002
Re. 12623 (PGS0O-PP)

I'o whom 1L may concem:

I understand (hat the National Park Service is cvalualing the culmral signilicance of the San
Antonio Valley and the Milpitas Ranch House (aka " The Hacienda®). | have no doubi that
hoth possess oulsianding national value. To my knowledge, the Mission San Antonio de
Padua is the only remaining California mission which remains ina_pastoral sciing close (o
that in which it fourished. The Milpitas Ranch has historie associations with the Atherton,
Newhall, and Hearst families before becoming Fort Hunter Liggetl,
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My chief concem, however, is [or the Hacienda which is an outstanding product of the
long and unusual association between archileet Julia Morgan and the Hearst family.
Morgan is now recognized as an architect of national sigmificance hoth for the guality of her
outpat and for her ploneering role as a woman architect As a media baron, William
Randolph Hearst shaped world events throughout the st hall’ of the twenteth century.
‘The complex of buildings which he and Morgan congocted on La Cuesta Encantada and in
the coastal lwwn of San Simeon constilule a remarkably cohesive vision carried out by a
patron of seemingly limitless means, The Hacienda, crecuted in Mission Revival style in
delerence to its ncighboring San Antonio mission, is an imporant part of that
mecgalomaniacal vision, its line intcrior crallsmanship characterisue of other 1earst
Morgan collaborations. Like La Cuesla Fncantada, its guest hist during Hearst's ownership
of the San Simcon Ranch atits greatest cxtent is cerlain o be illnsmious,

Hearst Castle has become onc of Califurmia's premier tourist altractions and the most
wvisited unit of the Caliloria state park system. The Tacienda desrves a [ull sudy and
recopnilion as a lesser known bul imporiant element of Hearst's San Simeon Ranch and as
an outstanding cxample of Julia Morgan's work.

Sincerely,

T
e

-
Arpr (S £
Ciray Hl/c/:i‘['/;l_.‘Ph.D.

Visiling scholar and author fmperial San Francisco: Urban Power, Earthly Ruin and
Farewell, Promised Land: Waking from the California Diream
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