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Parks as Classroom




4th Grade Curriculum

A Thematic Unit on Hawaiian History

Aloha!
Welcome to Our Classroom
Thank you for participating in the educational program of Pu‘ukoholā Heiau National Historic Site. This program provides your students with opportunities to learn about the unique cultural and natural resources of Hawai‘i, while helping meet the Hawaii Content and Performance Standards for your grade.
Students will learn about the role Pu’ukoholā Heiau played in the unification of the Hawaiian Islands through focusing on the important events and people associated with this site. 
This program is divided into three segments:

Pre-visit:
The pre-visit activities included in this packet are specific to the 
theme of your program and should be presented prior to your visit. 
On-site:
A National Park Service Ranger will conduct the on-site 
Instruction with the assistance of the class teacher(s). 
Post-site:
The post-site activity is designed to reinforce and build upon 
the site experience. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at anytime at, (808) 882-7218 Ext. 1011.

Mahalo


CLASSROOM PARAMATERS 

Target Class Size: 30-90 Fourth Grade students 

Curriculum areas: Social Studies & Language Arts
Learning Strategies: This lesson includes hands-on activities, class discussions, and an outdoor exploration of significant historic sites.
Pre-Site: Activities and quiz.
On-Site: Program begins with an introduction by Park Ranger. Children will watch a short video (3-9 minutes). Ranger will lead students on a multi-sensory exploration of the Visitor Center and the historic grounds. (Note: Minimum of 1-hour is recommended for on-site portion; however, shorter visits are possible)
Post-site: Post-site activity and evaluation.
Logistical Information 
Important Reminders for a Successful Program
Where to meet: All students, teachers, and chaperones should meet the 
Park Ranger inside the Visitor Center at the scheduled time. 
Group sizes: Although it is possible to keep larger groups together, consider the possibility of splitting your group if you have more than 60 people. Depending on our staffing levels, we will try to provide additional park rangers for larger groups. 

Facilities: There are restrooms and water fountains located adjacent to the Visitor Center. Water is for sale inside the Bookstore.  

Weather Conditions: Please remind students to wear appropriate footwear and clothing for a program that includes significant outdoor time. Although the Park is located in a desert environment, students should be prepared for rain and possible windy conditions, especially during the winter months. 

Discipline: The teacher is responsible for all matters regarding discipline during the program. Please remind your chaperones that they will be expected to assist with this duty. 
Chaperones: It is recommended that a minimum of one teacher or chaperone be available for every ten students. Please share materials with the chaperones so that they may be prepared for the program and have the opportunity to interact with the students. 
Safety/Accessibility: To ensure the safety of all participants, adult and children alike, be sure all members of your class obey Park regulations, notices and signs. Prior to your arrival, please notify the Park Ranger of any specific medical conditions or accessibility issues that will require special attention. 
Cancellations: Should anything unforeseen occur preventing you from keeping your appointment, please contact the Visitor Center at (808) 882-7218 Ext. 1011 to notify us of your late arrival or cancellation. Late arrivals may impact other scheduled groups so being more than 10 minutes could result in an activity being cut from the program. Being more than 20 minute late may result in your forfeiting your entire program.

Background Information 

National Park Service 

The National Park Service is charged with the management and preservation of the nation’s most precious natural and cultural resources. These resources are woven into our natural heritage, and they provide opportunities for recreation, appreciation of natural beauty, historical reflection, cultural enrichment, and environmental education. 
The future vision of the Service includes protection of park resources; access and enjoyment for all people; education and interpretation to convey contributions of each park unit and the national park system to the nation’s values, character, and experience; continuing science, research, and resource management to manage and protect Park resources.

Pu‘ukoholā Heiau National Historic Site
Established in 1972, this national park unit preserves historic structures and sites associated with Kamehameha the Great. 
· Pu‘ukoholā Heiau, one of the last major temples built in the Hawaiian Islands, was constructed by Kamehameha I in 1790-91. Arguably one of the greatest leaders in Hawaiian History, Kamehameha became the first person to unite the warring Islands into the Kingdom of Hawai‘i. Pu‘ukoholā Heiau played a crucial role in the unification of the Hawaiian Islands, for Kamehameha built the temple as a result of a prophecy. 
· Mailekini Heiau, built prior to Pu‘ukoholā Heiau, has served many purposes throughout its existence. One of its more interesting uses was as a fort by Kamehameha. Around 1812, Kamehameha sent cannons obtained from foreign traders to Kawaihae Bay to be mounted under the charge of one of his chief foreign advisors, John Young. As many as 21 cannons may have been installed to guard the king’s residence and his temple.  
· Hale O Kapuni Heiau, now submerged just offshore, was a temple dedicated to the sharks. Sharks are still a common site, especially black-tipped reef sharks.

· Pelekane (The Royal Courtyard) was once the home of Kamehameha and his family. It was where Liholiho came to prepare himself for his ascension to the throne as Kamehameha II, as well as the birthplace of Queen Emma. 
· The John Young Homestead preserves the remnants of possibly the first Western-style structure built in Hawaii. Although a foreigner, John Young was made governor (ali‘i nui ) of the Island of Hawai‘i by Kamehameha. 
Hawai‘i Curriculum Correlations 

Hawaii Content and Performance Standards
During your visit to Pu‘ukoholā Heiau National Historic Site, the following standards will be interwoven into your class’s program: 

Language Arts

· Reads different kinds of texts

· Uses a process to get at the meaning in a text and identify the main ideas

· Makes personal connections to text, interprets ideas in texts, and shares an opinion about the writer’s skill

· Writes and shares pieces that are developed, organized, clear, and reveal the writer’s individuality and voice

· Watches and listens to others when conversing in order to clarify meaning

· Uses standard English

Science

· Designs investigations and justifies conclusions 

· Describes states of matter and what happens when objects move
· Analyzes the impact of natural and man-made forces on the environment

Social Studies

· Uses multiple sources to understand the chronology, relationships, and cultural dynamics of the people and events in Hawaiian history

· Studies the migration, concept of ‘ahupua’a, and early monarchy of Hawaii

· Uses participatory skills to demonstrate and understanding of geography and economics of Hawaii and as these apply to Hawaiian culture. 

Vocabulary 

Cultural Terms
heaiu


Hawaiian temple

ali‘i


Hawaiian chief
kapu
Traditional belief system that included laws, social customs, and religion

pohaku

Rocks/Stones
kikiako‘i

Stone leaning post

‘aumakua

Ancestral spirits

kahuna 

Priest
Important People

Kamehameha I 
Unified the Hawaiian Islands
John Young

Stranded British sailor who became advisor to Kamehameha 
Isaac Davis
Sole survivor of the ship “The Fair American”; advisor to Kamehameha 
Keōua Kūahu‘ula
Cousin and rival of Kamehameha 
Liholiho

Son of Kamehameha; Became Kamehameha II
Kūkā‘ilimoku
Family war god of Kamehameha
Queen Emma
Granddaughter of John Young; Became Queen of Hawaii

Classroom Readings (taken from the Park Brochure)
Use the following excerpts for your pre-site lessons. 
I. The Island Kingdom of Kamehameha

From childhood, Kamehameha seemed destined for greatness. With the appearance of a bright, white-tailed star (possibly Halley’s Comet) in the year 1758, Hawaiian seers predicted the emergence of a great leader. Kamehameha, “The Lonely One,” was born around that time in the Kohala district on the northwestern tip of the island of Hawai’i.

Son of a high chief and a princess, Kamehameha began training as a young child to join the ranks of nā ali’i koa, the chiefly warriors. By young adulthood he was tall and muscular—every bit the powerful warrior his family had expected. In 1782, at the death of his uncle, Kalani‘opu‘u, who ruled the island of Hawai’i, Kamehameha inherited land on the northern part of the island and was given custody of his family’s war god, Kūkā‘ilimoku. As he gained power, he intended to one day rule all of the Hawaiian Islands. Unification, in his view, would bring peace to the continually warring chiefdoms throughout the islands. His rival for control of his home island was his cousin Keōua Kūahu‘ula, with whom he battled indecisively in the 1780s. In 1790, Kamehameha successfully invaded Maui, Lāna‘i and Moloka‘i with the aid of John Young and Isaac Davis, stranded British sailors who became his close advisors. The next year he returned to Hawai’i and defended his lands against the chiefs of O‘ahu and Kaua‘i in a naval battle off the coast near the Waipi‘o Valley. The island of Hawai‘i finally came under his full control when his cousin Keōua was slain on the beach below Pu‘ukoholā Heiau. 

In 1794, Kamehameha reconquered Maui, Lāna‘i, and Moloka‘i. Victory in a bloody battle on O‘ahu ended opposition there in 1795. Fifteen years later, peaceful negotiations finally brought him Kaua‘i. By 1810, Kamehameha had established his island kingdom. 

Kamehameha appointed governors to administer each island. He ruled according to Hawaiian tradition but outlawed some of the more severe practices such as human sacrifices. With John Young as his trading agent, he parlayed the sandalwood trade into great wealth for himself and his people. Kamehameha remained king of the islands until his death in 1819. The Hawaiian monarchy he founded lasted until 1893.

      (Classroom Readings cont.)
II. The Temple on the Hill of the Whale

The stone heiau at Pu‘ukoholā is one of the last major sacred structures built in Hawaii before outside influences altered traditional life permanently. Constructed in 1790-91 by Kamehameha I, this heiau, or temple, played a crucial role in the ruler’s ascendancy. By 1790, Kamehameha, whom many believed destined to rule all of the Hawaiian islands, had invaded and conquered Maui, Lāna‘i, and Moloka‘i. Yet he was not able to lay full claim to his home island of Hawai’i because of opposition from his chief rival and cousin, Keōua Kūahu’ula. While on Moloka‘i, Kamehameha learned that Keōua was invading his territory. Kamehameha sent his aunt to seek direction from the prophet Kāpoūkahi, who told her that Kamehameha would conquer all the islands if he built a large heiau dedicated to his family war god Kūkā‘ilimoku (Kū) atop Pu‘ukoholā—“Whale Hill”—at Kawaihae. 

Kamehameha set to work immediately. According to the prophecy, the builders had to follow rigid guidelines in order to please Kū the war god. To ensure perfection, the prophet Kāpoūkahi served as the royal architect. Thousands of men camped out on the hills for nearly a year to work on the massive structure. Since the heiau had to be constructed of water-worn lava rocks, it is believed that rocks came from the seaside valley of Pololū. Workers formed a human chain at least 20 miles long and transported the rocks hand to hand to the top of Pu‘ukoholā. Kamehameha himself labored with the others.

When news of the war temple reached the rival chiefs, they decided they must attack while Kamehameha and his warriors were occupied. At the least, the rivals would interfere with the ritually specified construction process, and Kū would be displeased. At best, the invasion would eliminate Kamehameha and the threat he posed to his rivals. The chiefs of Maui, Lāna‘i, and Moloka‘i reconquered their islands and, joined by the chiefs of Kaua‘i and O‘ahu, sailed to attack Kamehameha. Kamehameha counterattacked, routed the invaders, and resumed work. 

In the summer of 1791, the heiau was finished. Kamehameha invited his cousin Keōua Kūahu’ula to the dedication ceremonies. Perhaps awed by the power of the heiau and its god, perhaps resigned to his cousin’s ascendancy, Keōua Kūahu’ula came willingly to what would be his doom. When he arrived there was a scuffle and, whether Kamehameha intended it or not, Keōua and almost all of his companions were slain. The body of Keōua was carried up to the heiau and offered as the principal sacrifice to Kū. 

The death of Keōua Kūahu’ula ended all opposition on the island of Hawai‘i, and the prophecy began to come true. By 1810, through conquest and treaties, Kamehameha the Great, builder of Pu‘ukoholā Heiau, was the revered king of all the Hawaiian Islands.

PRE-SITE LESSON ONE: Important Events and People
Duration: 

30-45 Minutes 

Location: 

School Classroom 

Materials:

Paper; Chalk board/dry erase board
Thematic unit: 
Chronology 
Curriculum areas: 
Language Arts; Social Studies
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Learning Objectives: 
The students will be able to: 1) List the key events in the life of Kamehameha; 2) List the key people and places involved in the unification of the Hawaiian Islands
Student Task (set): 
Have several students read out loud the Park brochure section “The Island Kingdom of Kamehameha.” 
Teacher task (overview): 
Explain in more details how prior to the unification of Hawaii by Kamehameha I, the Hawaiian Islands were perpetually at war. 
 Teacher task (introduction): 
On a chalk board or dry erase board, write the following dates associated with the key events in the life of Kamehameha:
1758, 1782, 1790, 1791, 1794, 1795, 1810, 1819

Student task: 
Have each student copy the dates on a piece of paper (one date per line). Out beside each date, have the students write the events that occurred during each appropriate dates (based upon their previous reading from the Park brochure):

Birth of Kamehameha; Death of uncle (inherits land and war god); successful invasion of Maui, Lana‘i and Moloka‘i; Defends his lands against chiefs of O‘ahu and Kaua‘i; Reconquers Maui, Lana‘i, and Moloka‘i; Takes O‘ahu; All of Hawai‘i united; Death of Kamehameha 
After students complete task, choose 8 students to come up to chalk board/dry erase board and write the correct answers. 

Teacher task (closure): 
Discuss with the students the importance of the unification of Hawaii.
Student assessment: 
Quiz
Quiz
1. Who united the Hawaiian Islands? 

A. Kūkā‘ilimoku


B. Liholiho (Kamehameha II)


C. Kamehameha I

2. When did Kamehameha unite the Hawaiian Islands?


A. 1810


B. 1819


C. 1758

3. Who were John Young and Isaac Davis?

A. Enemies of Kamehameha 


B. British sailors who were the advisors of Kamehameha


C. Salesmen from the United States

4. Which islands did Kamehameha have to reconquer?

A. Kaho‘olawe and Ni‘ihau

B. Maui, Moloka‘i, and Lana‘i

C. Hawai‘i, O‘ahu, Maui, and Kaua‘i
5. Where was Kamehameha born?


A. Island of Hawaii


B. Island of O‘ahu


C. Island of Ni‘ihau

Bonus Question (+10 points)

Who was the cousin of Kamehameha? 


A. Kalani‘opu‘u 


B. John Young


C. Keōua

PRE-SITE LESSON TWO: Pu‘ukoholā Heiau 

Duration: 

30 Minutes 

Location: 

School Classroom 

Materials:

Paper; Chalk board/dry erase board
Thematic unit: 
Relationships 
Curriculum areas: 
Language Arts; Social Studies

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Learning Objectives: 
The students will be able to: 1) Define heiau; 2) List important people and places associated with Pu‘ukoholā Heiau.

Student Task (set): 

Have several students read out loud the Park brochure section “The Temple on the Hill of the Whale.”
Teacher Task (overview): 
Explain to the students the importance of heiau to the Hawaiian people. 

 Teacher Task (introduction): 
On a chalk board or dry erase board, write the following names associated Pu‘ukohola Heiau:

Kamehameha I; Kāpoūkahi; Keōua; Kūkā‘ilimoku; Kawaihae; Pololū
Student Task: 
Based upon their previous reading (from the Park brochure), have the students discuss as a class the relationships between the names on the chalk board/dry erase board and Pu‘ukoholā Heiau. 
Teacher Task (closure): 
Explain to the students the importance of Pu‘ukoholā Heiau in the unification of the Hawaiian Islands. 

Challenge Activity:
Have the students come up with a list of reasons why Pu‘ukoholā Heiau should be protected. 
ON-SITE LESSON: Building Pu‘ukoholā Heiau 

Duration: 

15-20 Minutes 

Location: 

Pu‘ukoholā Heiau NHS Visitor Center
Materials:

Rock Exhibit
Thematic unit: 
Constructing a Sacred Structure 
Curriculum areas: 
Science; Language Arts; Social Studies

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Learning Objectives: 
The students will be able to: 1) Explain how the rocks were brought to Kawaihae; 2) Explain why Pu‘ukoholā Heiau was built 

Teacher Task (set): 

Following a short video, the ranger will explain to the students that they will be learning about the construction of Pu‘ukoholā Heiau.  

Student Task (overview): 
Students will have to answer questions from the Ranger (based upon the video).

Teacher Task (introduction): 
Ranger will explain how the rocks were brought to this site. 


Challenge Activity: 

Students will line up and each will try to lift a large stone (similar to the ones used in constructing the walls of Pu‘ukoholā Heiau). Those that can lift the stones will be divided from the ones that cannot lift the stones. The students who could lift the stone will then try to lift a larger stone (similar to those found on the platform of Pu‘ukoholā Heiau). 
Teacher Task: 
While inquiring about the students’ personal experience on the “human chain,” the ranger will explain the reason why Pu‘ukoholā Heiau was built and about the rigid guidelines the builders had to follow during its construction.  
Teacher Task (closure): 
The Ranger will explain that the students are now going to get closer to Pu‘ukoholā Heiau and that they should show proper respect. 

ON-SITE LESSON: Kamehameha and Kawaihae 
Duration: 

20-30 Minutes 

Location: 

Pu‘ukoholā Heiau NHS Trail
Materials:

Photographs; pictures; props
Thematic unit: 
Important Events 
Curriculum areas: 
Science; Language Arts; Social Studies

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Learning Objectives: 
The students will be able to: 1) Explain at least two important events that took place at Kawaihae; 2) Name at least three important people associated with this site
Teacher Task (set): 

Following the previous activity, the ranger will explain to the students that they will be exploring the important people and events associated with Kawaihae.  

Student Task (introduction): 
Students will have to answer leading questions from the Ranger.
Teacher Task: 
Ranger will talk about the events and people associated with this site. 


Student Task: 
Following visiting key sites, the students will answer questions about what they have learned. 
Teacher Task (closure): 
The Ranger will reiterate the significance of the site to the story of Hawai‘i and encourage the students to learn more.    

POST-SITE LESSON: Preserving our Heritage 

Duration: 

20-30 Minutes 

Location: 

School Classroom
Materials:

Photographs; pictures
Thematic unit: 
Important Events 
Curriculum areas: 
Science; Language Arts; Social Studies

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Learning Objectives: 
The students will be able to: 1) Name at least two reasons why Pu‘ukoholā Heiau is important to Hawai‘i

Teacher Task (set): 

The teacher will explain why historic sites are important to understanding our past (while showing photos or pictures of the places the children visited).  

Student Task (introduction): 
Students will have to answer questions from the teacher, such as “Why do you think Pu‘ukoholā Heiau is important?” and “What things might harm historic structures like the temple?”
Teacher Task: 
Teacher will talk about the importance of protecting historic sites. 


Student Task: 

Students will take a quiz. 
Teacher Task (closure): 
The teacher will encourage children to visit other historic sites with their families.   

Quiz

1. Whose job is it to protect our Nation’s historic sites? 


A. The National Park Service

B. Teachers

C. You


D. All of the Above
2. Why is Pu‘ukoholā Heiau important?


A. It was where Queen Emma was born

B. It was where Kamehameha II prepared to be king 

C. It was where Kamehameha began to unify Hawai‘i

D. All of the Above

3. What is a heiau?


A. House

B. Temple

C. Canoe
4. Who was John Young’s granddaughter?

A. Queen Ka‘ahumanu

B. Queen Emma

C. Queen Victoria 
5. How many temples did you see at Pu‘ukoholā Heiau National Historic Site?


A. One

B. Two

C. Three
Bonus Question (+10 points)

Why could you not see Hale o Kapuni Heiau? 


A. Someone moved it to the Mainland 


B. It never existed

C. It is submerged in the ocean
Pu‘ukoholā Heiau NHS Parks as Classroom 

We are glad you had the opportunity to participate in the education program at Pu‘ukoholā Heiau National Historic Site. Please help us continue to improve and develop this program by taking a moment to complete this survey. We know how valuable your classroom time is, and we want to insure our curriculum and programs are serving your needs. Thank you for your time. Please return to Pu‘ukoholā Heiau NHS, Division of Interpretation, 62-3601 Kawaihae Road, Kawaihae, HI 96743. 

Name of School: __________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
Teacher's Name: __________________________Grade Level: ____________ 
Program Title: __________________________Date of Visit: ______________ 
Name of Ranger(s): ________________________________________________ 
How did you learn about this program? _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
Did you have everything you needed prior to your visit? _____ Yes _____No 
Suggestions: _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
Please comment on the strengths and weaknesses of the program/presenter and any methods/materials utilized. _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
What was the best part of the educational experience? _________________

________________________________________________________________
Please circle your response to the following questions:

1 (high/agree) 2 (medium/okay) 3 (low/disagree)
Overall Evaluation 

Usefulness from curriculum standpoint:

1 
2 
3 

Quality: 





1
2
3 

Interest level of students: 



1 
2
3 

Age Appropriate:




1 
2 
3 
Program: 

Relevant to curriculum: 



1 
2 
3 

Suitable for class size: 



1 
2 
3 

Appropriate Length: 




1
2
3 

Content for age group: 



1 
2 
3 

Use program in future: 



1 
2
3 

Ranger effectiveness: 




1
2 
3
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