
Cleaning and disinfection of surfaces potentially contaminated with Influenza A 
 
The current H5N1 Pandemic Influenza plan lists areas that need to be cleaned and 
disinfected though it does not go into detail about how to clean and disinfect. 
 
Areas that need to be cleaned 
 
These would be areas that are used by many people.  For example a public restroom, door 
handles to buildings, and counters at visitor centers. 
 
At home, if someone is sick, it would be areas that the sick individual has accessed.  
These would include the restroom, and potentially door handles, the kitchen, etc. 
 
How to clean and disinfect 
 

1. Remove any visible soilage with a surfactant such as a multi-surface cleaner or 
soap solution. 

2. Wipe the area with a cloth that had been dipped in sanitizer or spray a sanitizer on 
the cleaned area 

3. Let it air dry if possible 
 
A list of sanitizers that is effective against Influenza A is available below. 
 
http://www.epa.gov/oppad001/influenza-a-product-list.pdf 
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