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Memorandum of Understanding
between

The United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service, Jewel Cave National Monument

and

Custer Regional Hospital

This Agreement is made andentered into between Custer Regional Hospital
(Partner) and the United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service (NPS), byand
through the Superintendent of Jewel CaveNational Monument (Park).

ARTICLE I - Background and Objectives

The objective of thisAgreement is to foster a partnership between theNPS andPartner to
encourage andpromote public useof theJewel Cave National Monument to foster and
encourage theuse ofNational Parks for outdoor recreation and exercise to increase public health
and fitness through nature.

JewelCaveNational Monument, the secondlongestcave in the worldwith over 160miles of
mapped passages, was established as a National Monument in 1908 because of itsscientific
value and public interest. The surface of themonument includes varied topography with three
miles ofhiking trails and ponderosa pine forest.

TheNPS seeks to encourage public use of park lands by promoting opportunities for outdoor
recreation through increasing public outreach, education programs, andranger-led activities. The
Park will cooperate with itsPartner to encourage outdoor recreation andhealthy living aspartof
the daily practice ofhealth practitioners. Through the partnership, theParmer will assist the Park
byproviding expertise andsupport in thecreation andpromotion of outdoor recreation
programming at thePark. The Park will support Partner's mission ofpromoting healthy living,
byproviding a safe and well-maintained areas for public useand recreation andprovide the
Volunteers in Parks program as a wayto engage the public in parkprograms that willbenefit
their health and provide regular physical activity.

TheParkis uniquely qualified to promote programs related to outdoor recreation andmaintains
the almost four miles ofsurface trails and one mile of subsurface trails for the benefit and
enjoyment of approximately 100,000 annual visitors. TheParkobjectives for establishing this
Agreement withthe Partner focus on encouraging use of the Parkto provide healthy exercise for
patients under thecare of a physician or other health care provider, hi addition, thePark seeks to
establish venues for public outreach, targetinga new visitor audience focused on outdoor
recreation and the associated healthy benefits. As a result of this Agreement, the Park will meet
its mission ofdeveloping its potential for outdoor recreation.

The NPS encouragespark managers to form partnershipswith organizations that can support the
efforts ofthe NPS sites. The NPS recognizes the benefits ofcooperative conservation (in
accordance with Executive Order 13352, Facilitation ofCooperative Conservation), as well as












