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1ST YEAR 2ND YEAR J R D  YEAR TQ 1 8 ~ ~  I4TH TQ 30TH YEAR 30TH TO 70TH YEAR TOTH To 10[lfH YEAR 100TH YEAR PLUS 
Weeds hold the sorl, Grass and flowers B~rds ~ntroduce Young plne forest Mature pine forest. H a r d w m  trees Cl~max oak-h~cknry 
slowlng eroslon seed attract brrds seedllnqs and cedars under story of young shad@ Out Pines. forest 

and small mammals h~~rdwoods 

Forest Succession 

When cleared fields are abandoned, nature recla~ms them. First come "weeds." The forlowing summer grasses and 
soft-stemmed plants find a foothold. The years after bring seedlings of shrubs and Virginia pines. It may take 
almost a century for the forest to reach the cl~max stages. As the forest evolves, the animals change too. Rabbits 
give way 10 squ~rrels; birds of Ihe field seek food elsewhere. 
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3. Human Tram 
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latecomer in forest 

halll* who -.tiahem 
succession, with 
m h  gray bark 
and branches 

4. TmQk8 maehing low. 
Imal  settlers 
masked hhnuta  
tomaha kind of 

hmurteds Grinding the earth w coffee. 
siwrhing through mud, w- wore the 
d m  pwstillseen. Y 
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Tullp or Yeitrrw 
Poplar 
actually of the 
magnolia family, 
with a showy 
yellow flower. 
Indians made 
dugout canoes by 
burning and 
scraping out the 
straight trunks. 

'Q 
E-.-L ' - ' - P L  -_-TC- -- 





I f you enjoy& this trait try Pine Grove For information, dl or wrile: 
Forest Trail, accessible also to the Sumtendent 

handicapped, or the Crossing Trail. The Prince William Forest Park 
park brwhure shows the location of Box 209 
these trails. Please return this guide to Tdangle, VA 22172 
the box at  the trail-head when you are 703-221-7181 v / m  
finished with it. Thank you. - 
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