










 













Michael Mery

February 11, 2007

Superintendent Don Neubacher
Point Reyes National Seashore
Point Reyes Station, CA 94956

RE: Comments on the Draft EIR: Giacomini Wetlands Restoration.
Dear Don:

You and the Seashore staff have done a first rate evaluation of the proposed wetland
restoration, the excellence being reflected by the depth of the analyses in the draft EIS. I
look forward with anticipation to watching the restoration proceed with the fascinating
changes in vegetation and the various wild species that will benefit from the marsh.

I urge the Park to implement Alternative D, the “preferred environmental alternative.”  In
my view, ecological restoration is primary and all other interests are secondary because of
the rarity of wetlands, in general, and the health of the bay and our ecosystem, in
particular.  There are many special status species in the restoration area and that, too,
calls for the best possible restoration effort.

I urge the following:

1. Implement Alternative D.
2. Eliminate the bridge over Lagunitas Creek because of excessive costs and budget

limitations.  Those monies would be more wisely spent on improving the
connectivity between the Olema and Giacomini marshes.

3. Greater emphasis on the four major feeder streams:  Lagunitas, Bear Valley,
Olema and Tomasini Creeks.  Limit public access to the riparian areas including the
transitional zones allowing for the greatest possible vegetation and associated
habitat improvement.

4. Maximize tidal access for all the drainages as per the description in Alternative D.
5. Eliminate the access point parking area at the farm worker housing on Mesa Road.

This site will likely pose management problems for the Seashore as it will become a
destination.  The access in town near the ranch housing is much more desirable
since visitors and residents can easily walk from town unlike the farm worker
housing site where there is very poor pedestrian access from Mesa Road. 

6. The Ag zoned property on the East side of the marsh should be in public ownership
leading to the removal of all barns, etc.

The Preferred Alternative has many of the aspects of Alternative D, but in a weaker form.
Because of the importance of the marsh and the unusual nature of this opportunity, doing
the most complete restoration possible should be the goal.
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My heartfelt thanks to you and your staff for your dedication to the ecosystem we share.
The public/private partnership in which so many participate is possible because of the
openness and professionalism of Park Service staff.  I and many others look forward to the
changes as the marsh evolves, as we watch the creatures and plant life with which we
share this ecosystem become reestablished in their, and our, recovering wetland.

Thanks for the opportunity to comment.

Respectfully,

Michael Mery
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Michael Mery

February 12, 2007

Superintendent Don Neubacher
Point Reyes National Seashore
Point Reyes Station, CA 94956

RE: Additional Comments on the Draft EIR: Giacomini Wetlands Restoration.
Dear Don:

To my prior comments I would like to add the following:

1. Please negotiate a management agreement with the California State Lands
Commission to take on the responsibility for their 500+ acre parcel so as to
integrate that management with the marsh restoration.

2. To facilitate foot and bicycle traffic from PRS to Inverness Park, please consider
widening the SFD Blvd. from the Green Bridge west.  Widen the southern
portion so as to allow a bicycle and foot lane on the northern side of the road to
the point where the path along the creek begins.

3. I add my support to the PRS Village Association letter, enclosed.

Thanks for the opportunity to comment.

Respectfully,

Michael Mery
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