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Correspondence: Hello,  

My name is Bruce Y. Lee. I lived in Bay Area last 36years. My family, and I do have many many good memories with your Johnson's Olyser Farm. Last 
year when I visited Johnson's Olyster Farm, I heard that there might be a chance to closed down the Johnson's Olyster Farm. I hate to see that happen. I love 
Johnson's Oylster Farm and hate to see close down. If there is any possiblilty to maintain open the place. I really appreicated it. I am looking forward to keep 
using Johnson's Olyster Farm with my grand children. I was there when I was high school. I open visited after I got married and my family has enjoied 
visiting there and BBQ Olyseter at the State Park.  

Sincerely,  

Bruce Y. Lee  
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Correspondence: I am hopeful that the NPS grants the DBOC a license to continue operations in the Point Reyes National Park. I love coming to Point Reyes National Park 
to escape the city, and especially love knowing that I have a commercial oyster farm in Point Reyes that provides a wonderful crop of oysters for me to 
enjoy.  

San Francisco would certainly lose out on having a staple oyster crop to depend on year after year. I think DBOC only markets their oysters in this one 
market, so San Francisco restaurants and patrons would lose out the most.  

Also, I think DBOC is the last operating commercial oyster farm in the State of California. It would be a shame to not renew DBOC license for another 10 
years.  
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Correspondence: I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Family Farms. This farm has been operating in some fashion for 100 years. It is a model of a 
sustainable industry. The oysters purify the water, reduce wild fishing, and supply locally (only to the Bay Area). The presence of the farm has also 
encouraged more wild life, rather than less, due to the oysters which purify the waters. As the last operating oyster cannery in the state of California the farm 
is really something special and historical. More than that it is and example of using protected waters for private use in a way that benefits all.  
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Correspondence: Drakes Oyster Farm is what West Marin County needs, it is ecologically sustainable, supplies local jobs and local food to the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Please allow Drakes Oyster Farm to continue operations.  
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Correspondence: I STRONGLY SUPPORT KEEPING THE OYSTER FARM WHERE IT IS AT POINT REYES. I SPEND MUCH TIME AT POINT REYES AND AM 
CONVINCED THAT THE FARM WILL NOT HARM THE MISSION OF THE PARK,  
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Correspondence: I'm commenting in behalf of my family and my relatives in the sf bay area. We have been visiting the different oyster farms in the Point Reyes area since the 
early 1990s. We do support the Renewable Special Use Permit for the oyster companies in order to continue operating in a environmentally-responsible 
way. Visiting the farms with my family, friends, & relatives have become a summer-tradition in our family.  

Please renew their business permits--as long as they abide by terms laid out by NPS in collaboration with the operating companies.  

Thank You for your letting us (my family and relatives) voice our opinion.  

Sincerely, Armann  
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Correspondence: I think oysters are a part of the ecosystem that needs support, and providing Drakes Bay Farm with a renewable permit will allow them to continue doing 
their part.  
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Correspondence: To whom it may concern:  

The Drakes Bay Oyster farm is an importaat part of the regional cultural heritage of Marin County. I wholehearted support and endorse its continued 
operations into the future.  

To that end, please add my name to the chorus of concerned citizens that would like to see an approved renewable Special Use Permit for the farm -- 
allowing it to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements.  

Not only does the farm keep this unique aspect of Marin's cultural heritage going, I've come to find out that the operation actually helps keep the Estuary's 
waters cleaner.  

Lastly, I love eating oysters. Not just any oysters, *local* oysters. And then the sublime choice of being able to try Drakes Bay, versus those of the Tomales 
Bay pedigree, to appreciate the differing nuances and flavors. Terroir in oysters -- the epitome of the locavore ethos. That's like having your cake and eating 
it too, so to speak.  

So, a win-win-win all the way around: historical and cultural preservation, ecological improvement, and good eatin'.  

Thank you for your attention, and please do make the right choice in approving the Special Use Permit for the farm to continue its operations.  

Sincerely,  

Robert H. Brown  
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Correspondence: I write as a park lover, ocean lover, nature lover, and a citizen concerned about how our natural resources are managed.  

Eliminating the Oyster Farm and booting out the people who have shown such care in preserving the Estero makes no sense whatsoever. It's good for the 
environment in so many ways.  

Meanwhile, the NPS should be ashamed of its behavior in this matter - having falsified information in previous reports to suit an ideological agenda.  
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Correspondence: Dear PEPC,  

I am writing in support of the Drakes Oyster Farm and renewable Special Use Permit for the farm and for it to continue growing the delicious fresh oysters 
we enjoy so much.  

The Drakes Bay Oyster farm is often the catalyst that gets me over to Point Reyes and enjoy the surrounding area. Knowing that sumptuous oysters await, 
makes the drive from the city more enjoyable. It would be a significant loss to the Point Reyes sea shore if the farm were not there and not allowed to 
continue. For me and my family, it is unimaginable not to have the farm's wonderful oysters to cherish.  

I would say that we definitely contribute, in our small way, to the local economy as frequent tourists, going not only to the farm but to the shops and 
restaurants in Point Reyes Station and towns along the way. I know many friends who also leave the city do what we do, visit the farm, enjoy the coastline 
and frequent the local businesses.  

Please approve the farm it's necessary permits and allow it to continue to add its magic to the beautiful Point Reyes Seashore and surrounding community.  

Yours,  

John Champion.  
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Correspondence: I strongly support the issuance of a renewable special use permit for Drakes Bay Family Farms. I lived several years in the Bay Area and consider Point 
Reyes and the surrounding areas a national treasure. Drakes fits beautifully in with this unparalleled natural setting, providing a cherished service in the form 
of ecologically sound and sustainable local farming of a fresh and exceedingly delicious food source. Nationwide, we have lost too many historic operations 
such as this one, and we can't let that happen to Drakes. We need to support operations such as this, not deny them the permits they need to continue to 
thrive. It's good for the local ecology, good for the economy, it provides a valued food source, it has true cultural and historic value, and provide joy to 
people like me. I hope you will honor the voices like mine and renew this special use permit. Thank you.  
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Correspondence: DBOC SUP EIS c/o Superintendent Point Reyes National Seashore 1 Bear Valley Road Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  

Dear Superintendent,  



This is to support maintaining and keeping the oyster farm intact and running at Point Reyes. I am writing from the standpoint of a biological scientist.  

I received a Ph.D. from the Department of Nutritional Sciences at University of California at Berkeley in 1980. My publications include a 1000-page college 
textbook called, Nutritional Biochemistry. I also happen to be the author of one publication on OYSTERS. My oyster publication concerns the oyster 
immune system (Tom Brody* and T.D Mathews. (1989) The release of zinc from leukocytes provoked by A23187 and EDTA is associated with the release 
of enzymes. Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology Part A: Physiology Vol. 94, 693-697).  

In my opinion, the oyster farm should be kept intact and running for several reasons. From my personal point of view, the farm serves as a fine educational 
device. The farm clearly and explicitly shows to children the origin of our seafood, at least, in the case of mollucs.  

Do the fishing boats at Fisherman's Wharf in San Francisco teach this? No.  

Does the butcher stall or vegetable display at the local supermarket teach this? No. There is no display or even photographs of seafood in the act of being 
captured or harvested.  

Do the science museums in the San Francisco Bay area teach this? No. How about Lawrence Hall of Science in Berkeley? No. How about the Coyote Point 
Museum in Menlo Park? No. How about the Academy of Sciences in Golden Gate Park? No. This museum does not devote itself to any aspect of agriculture 
or aquaculture, to my recollection.  

For an excellent example of what I mean, I point to the excellent NIMBUS FISH HATCHERY near Sacramento. This is a working fish hatchery, which also 
contains a museum dedicated to teaching the elements of aquaculture.  

To some extent, the oyster farm at Point Reyes serves the same purpose a the Nimbus Fish Hatchery.  

What children and adolescents are exposed to, to a large extent, is meaningless and vacuous. Examples can be found for any generation. For the present 
generation, what is meaningless and vacuous are things like: rap music, Lady Gaga, iPods, and videogames.  

I find that oyster farm at Point Reyes to be in sharp contradiction to the meaningless gibberish of rap music, Lady Gaga, iPods, and videogames.  

Please preserve the oyster farm at Point Reyes. Please also note that the oyster farm at Point Reyes is a place where men and women work hard for a useful 
purpose, and make a living.  

I find it not desirable to deny the oyster farm employees their livelihood, especially in light of the educational component that this farm has towards younger 
visitors. I do realize that the oyster farm does not have loudspeakers, movies, guided tours, diagrams, and billboards. However, I think we can all agree that 
children can LEARN PLENTY about our food supply without these conventional crutches of educational exhibits.  

Best regards, Tom Brody, Ph.D.  
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Correspondence: To be clear, I am neither an expert on ecology nor on bivalves. I am, however, an ardent fan of the oysters produced in Drake's Estero. I have no affiliation 
with Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC) other than as a customer whenever I am visiting the Point Reyes areas.  

However, I do read the various media who give both sides of the issue of whether or not to renew DBOC's special use permit beyond 2012. The rather 
detailed studies done by University of California at Davis and by other agencies all seem to indicate that there is no detrimental environmental impact to the 
area by the presence of a commercial oyster farm. In fact, the scientific evidence presented (which might be edited in favor of a particular point of view by 
the time I read it, I grant you) presents the argument that not only is the bivalve production not harmful, it is beneficial to the environment by helping to 
clean the water.  

The presence of cattle not far from the Estero would seem, at least to the lay person, to be a far more significant hazard to health and the environment. Cattle 
feces from contained herds such as these can leech into the water table and into the Esteros and tributaries. Fecal counts would thus be higher. Here too, the 
bivalves, according to the study, help to remove some of this contamination without harm to the oysters or to the surrounding ecosystems.  

It is my view as a reasonable adult that the special use permit should be extended and that DBOC be allowed to make necessary upgrades to their facility. It 
is my hope as a consumer of what I consider to be the finest oysters I've ever eaten that they be allowed to continue to do business in Drakes Estero. These 
are separate, but entirely compatible points.  

Thank you,  

Thomas G. Regner  
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Correspondence: The Drakes Bay Oyster Farm (DBOF) is a national treasure, plain and simple. I try to visit Point Reyes at least every other year specifically because it has 
the oyster farm. I love the sustainable aspect of the oyster fishery and the product is world class.  

I have been a staunch environmental supporter for the past 40 years and I have dedicated my career to natural resource issues, so I believe that I am a 
credible judge of the values presented by the DBOF in Point Reyes. The history of Point Reyes includes dairy farms, cattle husbandry and modern human 
use over the last 400 years, so, inclusion of the oyster farm as part of a National Park is a natural step. Point Reyes is not pristine, untouched wilderness and 
so the removal of DBOF would be short-sighted and heavy-handed. In today's world that must explore how man must coexist with nature, DBOF is a perfect 
object lesson that can serve to teach all who take the time to explore and learn. Please include this valuable cultural resource in any park planning.  
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Correspondence: The Drakes Bay oyster farm is historic and was promised to be kept open when the land became a park -- I am sick and tired of the Federal government 
doing whatever it wants, breaking whatever promise it wants and ignoring all environmental studies -- over ad over again oyster cultivation has been shown 
to be beneficial to the waterways and marine life. Syop ignoring the facts and keep the oyster farm open  
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Correspondence: Dear NPS, I write in support of the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm as a 30 year Bay Area native, environmentalist and aspiring Green citizen.  

As much as I understand the concerns about this business on the shores of Drakes Bay and the scary "precedent" that this case might set, I am a strong 
supporter of the oyster farm as a small scale producer of high quality shellfish with limited impact on its surroundings. We need more, not fewer, businesses 
that produce protein from the oceans using sustainable farming methods.  

In addition, the oyster farm has been a local mainstay for many years and a favorite destination for countless families in Northern California.  

I am surprised at the outcry over the oyster farm when there are so many historic cattle ranches in the same area that pose a greater environmental risk from 
manure run-off and grazing. I would vote for the oyster farm over the ranches any day.  

As a measure of my support, I write as a vegan (of one year) who no longer eats oysters! Still, I have fond memories of taking my family to the oyster farm 
on summer weekends. I hope you do right by the Bay Area and Northern California and move to keep Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

Thank you.  

T. Nagai-Rothe  
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Correspondence: The Drakes Bay Oyster Farm supplies an ecological and needed coduit for the average person to be able to obtain enjoy fresh oysters for most of the year. It 
is a well operated clean facility. It is not an obtrusive hindrance to the surrounding landscape. We urge you to allow this small ecologically sound business 
to remain to be enjoyed by all those who travel to that area. Thank you,  

Robert Burley and family  



 
Correspondence ID: 3817 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Crose, Dennis  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,23,2010 17:55:23 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I've been going to this place for years,with family and freinds.Why on Earth would you close a good thing?  
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Correspondence: I believe that the intent of Congress as expressed in its 1976 designation of the Estero as "Potential Wilderness" should be respected and the Estero 
designated part of the Phil Burton Wilderness at the end of calendar year 2012.  

Although oyster mariculture on the Estero is a relatively benign activity and possesses substantial cultural and social value, in this case natural values should 
take priority, given the scarcity of estuarine systems of this quality on the west coast of North America.  

Finally, however, the historic value of the Drakes Bay Oyster Company (and its predecessors) should be recognized and interpreted, as appropriate, by the 
NPS. If the land-based structures and associated landscape (which lie outside the boundary of the potential wilderness area) are found to possess significance 
and integrity under the National Register criteria for evaluation, they should be listed on the NRHP and managed as historic resources by the park.  
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Correspondence: I urge you to approve the extension of the lease of Brake's bay Oyster Farm. I believe that is is important to support local endeavors at producing food for 
California and America. Too many of America's food production businesses have been lost to foreign producers. The oyster business in Drake's Bay 
provides a good environmentally conscious source of a valuable and prized food. The loss of this business not only will means the loss of jobs important to 
many individuals but to the local economy as well. My family, friends, and I always enjoy visiting the oyster farm and consider it an important part of the 
Point Reyes experience. I urge you to help maintain the viability of this important resource.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3820 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Gerstein, Aram  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 17:59:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I support the issuance of a Special Use Permit for commercial oyster operations within Drakes Estero at Point Reyes National Seashore. The operation 
provides valuable commercial and cultural resources. It brings people to the area and educates them about marine farming and marine life.  
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Correspondence: Sirs,  

First of all, I would like to state my support for a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. Secondly, it is important that the EIS 
committee give full consideration and that all concerns are properly analyzed.  

My family and I travel to Point Reyes area yearly and Drakes is a major reason that we do. Can you honestly justify shutting down a business in this 



economy ? A business which contributes not just to the state, county and local economy, but that contributes to the local seafood source ?  

I consider myself a environmentalist, and this is not the sort of protection we need. This area is a destination for us BECAUSE of the local food provided 
by Drake's and other local producers.  

thank you for your consideration.  

James M McEwen  
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Correspondence: Dear Friends  

I fully support that the Oyster Farm in a Point Reyes, CA bay be allowed to continue operation.  

I visited the location in Sept 2010. I believe the historical value of the enterprise is most advantages.  

Barry Nelson  
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Correspondence: I am writing in support of the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. I have been an educator and kayaking in the area for 15 years. I have appreciated how much clean up 
the new owners have accomplished. As a kayaker on Drakes bay I have always found the oyster farm something which add value to a day on the water. 
Drakes is an amazing close-to-pristine bay to enjoy wildlife. You see many water birds enjoying using the oyster farm frames as perches. And a business 
which necessitates clean water and even filters it by its very nature insures stewardship of this waterway. In addition, it is a model of sustainable agriculture 
which supplies local food to farmers markets without a large footprint. As a high school teacher I have taken field trips to many agricultural sites around 
Marin county and this is one of my favorites because of all the ways it is part of and considering its place in the natural systems. I think we need to find more 
ways to live in balance within nature and not just set it aside for few.  
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Correspondence: Dear Sirs,  

As a scientist and resident of Marin County I would like to go on record as an advocate for oyster farming in the West Marin region of Drakes Bay. As filter 
feeders, these animals are far less damaging to the environment than the cattle that graze the area within the park. Please allow this business to continue.  

Regards,  

Mark Imus  
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Correspondence: The Oyster Co at Pt Reyes should be a national icon. As a family, we have visited and enjoy their home grown oysters for decades. What a wonderful way 

to enjoy the beauty of Pt Reyes! Pls preserve this steward of the land and sea.  
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Correspondence: Dear Sirs, I am writing to support the issuance of a renewable use permit to the Drakes Bay Oyster Company. This farm is environmentally helpful to the 
local ecology, supports the local economy, reduces the transportation of non-local foods and is of significant historic value. Judicious land use demands that 
conservation and commercial agriculture work hand in hand. Drakes Bay Oyster Company is a perfect example of this team work. KEEP IT ALIVE AND 
WELL.  

Sincerely, Mark L. Brandt, DVM  
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Correspondence: I support a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay oyster farm. I have been there many times and find the operations to be very well run and 
operating in any manner that is environmentally friendly. I would be concerned about the impact from the loss of a local food source should their permit not 
be renewed.  
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Received: Nov,23,2010 18:12:06 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please allow the Oyster Farming in Drakes Bay.  
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Correspondence: We want to express our support for a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Family Farms, which will allow the farm to make necessary 
building repairs and/or replacements.  

Sincerely, The Keidar Family  
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Correspondence: It seems logical that an experienced seafood farmer, dealing in renewable resources, should be welcomed to continue its work providing wholesome foods 
to the nation. Clean foods with thoughtful generation and sustainable techniques are essential to humans. Please allow Drakes Bay Family Farms to extend 
its oyster farming operation for the next ten years, at a minimum.  
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Correspondence: I am writing in support of Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. It was great to discover this gem on your way to Point Reyes. We bought 2 doz and took them back to 
our hotel to San Francisco to enjoy along with a Dungeness crab from Bodega Bay. We have been back other times on recent trips to SF I support a local 
source for oysters, which have their own unique flavor from their filtration of the bays waters. It was great to learn from the staff about oysters and their 
breeding, how they filter water and supply a place for other marine life to live. Until I stop here, I did not know about these local group and how long they 
have been in business Please consider the local employees, local sea food production, and their beneficial impact on the environment in your review for a 
renewable special use permit  

Thank You  

Michael McCartan & Joan Forman  
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Correspondence: I would like to express my strong support for the continued operation of the oyster farm at Drakes Bay. Its existence for the past 70 years or so does not 
show any signs of having negatively impacted the natural environment whatsoever. In fact I think it more probable that the effect of so many filter feeders 
has a positive rather that negative impact. The impact on wild animals that use the estero is clearly minimal,if any. Having spoken with the owner I was most 
impressed with his knowledge of and concern for the area and his pro-active approach to maintaining its healthy status. The broader issues related to 
environmental pollution are minimized by having his oyster production serve the Bay Area and California as a whole. It surely would be far more damaging 
to be shipping an equal amount from other places across the country. Farms across the peninsula have been retained for historical purposes and are actively 
used to raise cows and other animals for an array of produce. The size and number of the structures far outweigh anything at the oyster farm and the number 
of animals with all of their effluent has a far broader impact than a few million filter feeding molusks. By comparison to the oyster farm their impact is 
immeasurably greater in too many ways to enumerate here. As a regular visitor to Point Reyes I regard a dozen fresh tangy oysters and a glass of wine an 
integral part of the experience. The Park Service should be making every effort to accomodate DBOC not to stop it. At worst, a compromise favorable to 
them.  
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Name: Witt, Tom b  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

none Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 18:39:33 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Hi, I visited Pt. Reyes this summer and visited Drakes Bay Oyster farm as well. I think it's important to have this small company continue to exist in the 
Greater Pt. Reyes community. It provides a real attachment with with the history of the area and how it has depended on the sea and the land for it's 
survival. Please allow it to continue.  

Best,  

Tom Witt  
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Name: Schultz, Robert W  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 18:40:29 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I would like to express my strong support for a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs 
and/or replacements.  

It is my understanding that oyster farming in Drakes Bay may benefit water quality. According to the National Academy of Sciences: "The literature on 
estuarine ecosystems and restoration identifies oysters as a major contributor to maintaining or restoring water quality and as important biogenic habitat for 
demersal fishes and mobile crustaceans [...] oysters typically have largely beneficial biogeochemical functions in estuarine and lagoonal ecosystems." I 
request that the NPS to carefully study and analyze all potential benefits that oyster farming may provide to water quality in Drakes Bay.  

Oyster farming in Drakes Bay has been ongoing for nearly 100 years. My family has been visiting the historic farm to procure oysters for over 40 years. I 
request that the NPS analyze the historic value of the Drakes Bay oysetr farm as part of the EIS.  



It has been my observation that particularly over the past 10 to 15 years, the oyster farm has drawn visitors to the National Seashore from various races, 
creeds and cultures. While the typical hiker on a national park trail appears to me to be white and approximately 40 years old, visitors to Drakes Bay oyster 
farm include large numbers of asians, philipinos and mexican-americans; further, family groups visiting the oyster farm include multiple generations . I 
request that the NPS study the value of Drakes Bay oyster farm toward drawing visitors into the park that, due to their cultural background or age, might not 
otherwise be expected to visit the park. I also request that the NPS evaluate the change in percentage of non-white park visitors that might result from 
discontinuation of oyster farming and retailing in Drakes Bay.  
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Name: Biggs, Brian R  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 18:41:18 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I urge you to renew Drakes Bay Oyster Farm's permit to help increase locally produced food diversity. The farm has submitted a plan that will have minimal 
effect on the estuary and in turn provide a significant contribution to the local community. This is a perfect use of public land. Revoking their permit is not 
truly in the public's interest but rather an overzealous take on environmental management.  

Brian Biggs  
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Name: Blatchford, David  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,23,2010 18:46:28 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I support the continued operation of the Drake's Bay Oyster Farm, permanently and in perpetuity.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 18:48:17 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: We have been a long-time customer of Drakes Bay Oyster company - and are in full support of allowing them to continue to farm-raise oysters. We routinely 
make camping trips to Pt. Reyes Station to enjoy our beautiful state - one of the key draws to our visiting is the oyster company. I have also referred many 
friends to enjoy our beautiful Marin County coastline and parks - and they have also enjoyed the oyster company. Please allow them to continue operation!  
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Name: Leo, Mike  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Trout Unlimited Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 18:48:43 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The Oyster Farm is a wonderful amenity that enhances usership in the national seashore. This is not a wilderness preserve. Point Reyes visitors want to 
experience the place with all of their senses- including taste. The oysters are the best on the west coast, but more importantly they allow the visitor to 
literally "take in" the landscape and seascape. Please allow the oyster farm to remain open.  
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Name: Cottrell, Kenneth J  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 18:52:57 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: As a long time resident of West Marin and visitor to the National Park, I want to declare my strong support for the continuation of the oyster farm in Drakes 
Bay. There is a need for such light-impact food production and its inclusion in the NPS makes sense in the history of the park.  

Please heed.  
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Name: Gaddis, Roger W  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 18:54:24 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Knock it off! I notice you doing a pretty good retail business at point Reyes light house and gift store.we need the oyster outlet,adds not only destination 
and color,but also contributes dollars to our local economy.All of us could use less government intrusion!!!!!!  
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Name: Kleinberg, Veronica G  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

None/interested citizen Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 18:56:18 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I just want to go on record to support an extension for the Drakes Bay Oyster Company. The operation in my experience is so well maintained, clean and 
environmentally sustainable. I feel that to try to close it down is unconscionable. They add so much to the PR national seashore. Please realize it would be a 
terrible mistake to proceed with closing them down. Sincerely, V. Kleinberg  
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Name: Jachym, Roberta  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 18:58:29 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I see no problem with issuing the permit. There does not seem to be any environmental degradation associated with the oyster farming and it has been a part 
of the Point Reyes experience for many visiting that part of California. I know my husband and I would not feel our trip would be complete unless we 
stopped for fresh oysters from Drakes Bay. There are so many other vital issues that are more in need of oversight that to deny the permit would not be in 
anyone's best interest. I hope to find the oyster farm there for years to come.  
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Name: Casadonte MD, Paul P  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:00:07 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The Oyster Farm is a National Treasure, a means to preserve our country in its basic simplicity. It does not harm to the local waters, provides employment 
for many and brings non-Califronians to the area who become committed to our history.  

Please let this place survive for our children's future and for the good tastes it brings to all who have been fortunate enough to find the farm  
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Name: Nolthenius, Rick  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Cabrillo College Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:00:36 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: PLEASE allow the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm to remain at Pt. Reyes! It is a highlight of all my visits to Pt. Reyes. I can find no logic to removing them. 
Oysters clean the bays, they are sustainable, they are a cultural heritage, and I know of no one who favors removing this wonderful place. It is also a great 
place for photography, away from the city, people making a living living close to the land. If you are interested in removing farming of anything, it should be 
cows - which pollute with methane, pollute waterways and the bays, and greatly affect the land in all ways.  
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Name: Scott, Donald  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside Unaffiliated Individual  



Organization: 
Received: Nov,23,2010 19:00:42 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: My Wife and I love the Oyster Farm. It is a sustainable appropriate business for the area and much cleaner and less damaging to the environment than the 
dairy farms that are grandfathered into the park.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,23,2010 19:02:38 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I would like to continue to see Drakes Bay Oyster Farm continue operation in it's current location.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:06:06 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: This comment is in support of a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

The Drakes Bay Oyster Farm has been in existence for over fifty years. During that time it has provided a sustainable fishery at a time when the State's, and 
the world's, other fisheries have been in precipitous decline. The Drakes Bay Oyster Farm should be allowed, and indeed encouraged, to continue to provide 
this sustainable fishery by being granted a renewable Special Use Permit.  

Moreover, scientists have found no significant environmental impact from the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

If we, the people, can have a sustainable fishery, with no significant environment impact, and at the same time enjoy an historical use not unlike the cattle 
ranching that also takes place in the Point Reyes National Seashore, then we should find in favor of a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay 
Oyster Farm.  
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Name: ressler, Michelle  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:07:48 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I support the continued operations of Drakes Bay Oyster Farm at Pt. Reyes. I have stopped there on many of my trips to Pt. Reyes, and I consider it a great 
attraction to the Pt. Reyes park. In fact, without Drakes Bay Oyster farm, I would probably skip Pt. Reyes entirely and head up the coast farther to just get 
oysters. I've been to the light house, and frankly the drive is so far to get out there I don't really go to Pt Reyes to go therk ie anymore. I mainly go for the 
oysters. I think it's a great collaboration betwen the parks department and an already environmentally conscious industry. The oyster industry has a huge 
interest in keeping the coastal waters pure. What more could you ask for. Sincerely, Michelle Ressler  
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Name: Halvorsen, Todd C  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:09:49 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear National Park Service,  

I truly believe in the virtues of both wilderness and sustainable agriculture and look to Drake's Bay Oyster Farm as an example for my two daughters of how 
the two can coexist.  

Please extend the lease for this operation, but continue to monitor for any significant impacts the farm might have on the system. Having known one of the 
drafters of the Wilderness Act, I have an appreciation for the spirit of the law and know there is room for some light impact in our Wilderness so long as the 
act in itself leads to a net benefit for both people and the environment.  

The oyster farm provides an important source of protein for me and my family as we seek out local foods for our diet and the waters of the estero have less 
pollution risk than the oysters being raised in Tomales bay and elsewhere in the U.S.  



Please feel free to contact me should you wish to seek further comment.  

With sincere regards, Todd Halvorsen  
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Name: Dittmann, William H  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Sierra Club Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:19:26 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern, I have been a member of the Sierra Club for many years. I generally support the positions of the Club. In this case, however, I 
have to oppose the position of the Club for a variety of reasons.: I have visited Drakes Estero many times and hiked the trails surrounding it. My wife and I 
enrolled in a kayak trip with naturalist Michael Ellis. I have read several arguments on both sides of the oyster issue. I have discussed this issue with many of 
my friends. Nobody wants to see the oyster harvesting terminated there. I am very concerned about the wilderness proviso in the enabling legislation. Point 
Reyes National Seashore is a special place for thousands of visiters, so long as the natural environment is not negatively affected. It s not wilderness, per se. 
It is a beautiful park. We want to preserve the park, the dairy ranches, and the oyster business. At the same time we want to ensure that environmental 
degradation does not take place. We understand that the oyster business is strictly regulated and that the oysters actually enhance the water quality by 
cleaning the water of polluting substances and organisms. Anyway, the business does not contribute to de-naturalizing the estero. We are not convinced that 
other wildlife is negatively affected by this operation. We have enjoyed coming to Pt. Reyes for 50 years. We live in Marin because we value this area so 
highly. The Sierra Club is wrong on this issue.  
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Name: Dunn, Aidan  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:22:14 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing to voice my support for a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Family Oyster Farm. As a longtime customer and Bay Area resident, I 
am concerned that you would consider revoking the permit of this sustainable family farm that is working very hard to better the community and the local 
ecosystem.  

Please grant Drakes Bay Family Oyster Farm a renewable Special Use Permit. They have a long history of being responsible stewards of the bay and the 
land, they provide jobs and help sustain the local economy, and they help feed our local communities, increasing consumption of local sustainable seafood 
instead of imported seafood.  

Thank you for your consideration.  
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Name: Braasch, William M  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:24:29 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I write to express my support for a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Company. As a local resident I have followed the news about 
the farm and its impact on the ecology of the bay and the region.  

I think you should consider the benefits of shellfish to the ecology. They increase diversity of the fish population, produce a local food source and by their 
presence increase the growth of eelgrass along the shoreline.  

With respect to the health of the seal pups in their nesting grounds, I think the weekend kayakers pose a greater danger. The oyster farm complies with the 
regulations based on the recently discovered survey sheets. It may be that the cows also pose a greater danger with their shit flowing downhill in the rainy 
runoff.  

Drakes Bay Oyster Company benefits the state and local economy as it provides a healthy local food source with minimal disruption of the ecosystem. 
Please renew the Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  

Thank you for taking public comments on this important local resource.  

Bill Braasch  
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Name: Gordon, Scott  



Address:  
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:25:44 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: There are plenty of private enterprises who function beautifully in Parks. Think Curry Company and successors in Yosemite, any number of hotels and 
snack bars and gift shops in any number of other parks. So a business can belong...  

Meanwhile, Oyster Farms are historic components of Point Reyes, and they function as living history, as educational opportunities and as caretakers of a 
rare resource.  

Oyster Farms are unique to the area, and are valuable because they are unique. What other park, at the National or State level, can even consider having an 
Oyster Farm?  
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Name: Ames, Ted  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:28:56 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: For ecological and cultural reasons,my wife and I feel that Drakes Bay Oyster Farm should receive a renewable Special Yse Permit. We also strongly 
believe that food should be produced close to the market and for that reason we strongly encourage you to grant them a renewable Special Use Permit.  
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Name: Hanzel, Elizabeth M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:29:27 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear Madam or Sir, My family and I have been visiting the Point Reyes seashore since the early 1960's. We wholeheartedly support granting a renewable 
Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

The farm has been a wonderful teaching venue to show my children what a sustainable fishery can accomplish and the value it is for enhancing and 
preserving our environment. It is easy to talk about water quality, ecological impact, carbon footprint, etc. It is another thing to actually have a business that 
deals with those issues on a daily basis and makes a viable and restorative impact.  

If we lose another family business, our community loses another local seafood source that provides safe, first quality food. Drakes Bay Farm is the last 
operating oyster cannery in California. A foreign food source will take the place of another American small business.  

Please grant the Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Farm  
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Name: Hall, Eric M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:30:12 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am very supportive of the Drake's Bay Oyster Farm. There's no demonstrable evidence that the farm harms the ecology in its area and the farm provides 
needed jobs and its a resource for those of us who like its products. The attack on the farm just alienates the public at large and becomes fodder for the 
contentions of the right wing nuts that are the enemy of everything publicly held, except for the military.  

Reasonable regulations are not the issue. But the attack has to stop and the farm needs to be allowed to continue.  

Sincerely,  

Eric M. Hall  
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Name: Ferguson, Mac  
Address:  

USA  



Outside 
Organization: 

none Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:38:56 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I believe it is within your authority and will reflect sound action to support the principles of conservation to grant a renewable permit for oyster farming in 
Drake's Bay.  

I grew up in Seattle and became familiar with the oyster farms in Willipah, WA. I saw that the areas were well kept, clean places that produced an 
economically valuable product, and we can expect the same thing to continue at Drake's Bay.  
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Name: Keim, Emanuel B  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:52:14 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please grant Drakes Bay Family Oyster Farm a renewable Special Use Permit. They have a long history of being responsible stewards of the bay and the 
land, they provide jobs and help sustain the local economy, an...d they help feed our local communities, increasing consumption of local sustainable seafood 
instead of imported seafood  
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Name: Gloege, William P P  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

W. Gloege Historical Foundation Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:55:29 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The Oyster Farm is part of the history of the area to me.  

I have been coming here for over forty years and enjoying the rustic atmosphere of the area, very much including the oyster operation. It also provides a 
wonderful lunch stop in the Park.  

This Farm is authentic. Keep it where it is.  

Thank you.  

William Gloege Soon Jwa Kim Gloege  
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Name: Leigh, Doug  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 19:58:50 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing to support for a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Family Farms, which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs 
and/or replacements. Greater analysis is required in the many ways in which the farm benefits the ecology through cleaning and clarifying effects of oysters' 
filter feeding. Almost no fresh water used in operation, and the shellfish increase both eelgrass growth and fish diversity from habitat provided by oysters & 
equipment. This helps restore an historic baseline ecosystem while at the same time providing benefit to wild fisheries since the farm's farmed shellfish 
reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries. Lastly, the carbon footprint to import replacement oysters would increase because DBOC markets 100% to San 
Francisco Bay Area.  

Respectfully, Doug Leigh  
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Name: Kreml, Marilee A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 20:02:14 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please grant Drakes Bay Family Oyster Farm a renewable Special Use Permit. They have a long history of being responsible stewards of the bay and the 
land, they provide jobs and help sustain the local economy, and they help feed our local communities, increasing consumption of local sustainable seafood 



instead of imported seafood.  

I am a long-term, 30year, supporter of local small business that are committed to responsible stewardship of the earth.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 20:08:18 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The oyster company deserves the chance to continue its current trend toward a progressive and competent use of the lands that have, for so long, given many 
families their livings and which suffer no abuse by the practices the company uses to grow, harvest and sell their products.  

They have done their due diligence toward responsible usage of the lands and waters they farm and, given the reprehensible tactics used by official entities 
bent on stripping them of their rights to continue farming the area, tactics which include, but are not limited to, fabricating evidence, lying in public 
documents and hearings and creating bad will among the public through a constant campaign of deceit, there should be some level of recompense in the form 
of good will extended by the official bodies who have shown such contempt for the process through which public lands are governed and the use permits for 
them are granted. Those who have taken the trust of the public and thrown it aside by using such underhanded tactics in their single-minded attempts at 
removing the rights of this company to continue its current business and to further its goals of maintaining a sustainable farming approach in this sensitive 
area should be thoroughly ashamed of themselves.  

Anything short of extending the use permit would be shameful, but given the recent approach by those aiming at removing the oyster company from the area, 
no shameful act on their part would surprise me. Stand up and do the right thing for once!  
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Name: Lewis, Clarence  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Omicron Delta Epsilon Economic Honor Society Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 20:08:45 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: To whom it may concern: Please note that my family and I have been driving from Vacaville to Drake's Bay to obtain the fresh oysters for the past 40 years! 
We have always gone to this specific site because we have always regarded them as delivering environmentally safe and the owners being very sensitive to 
their role in maintaining the local eco-system.  

Please be aware that my family supports the continuance of Drake's Bay Oysters as an important key to providing sustainable food for the entire SF Bay 
Area.  

Thank you, Clarence and Karen Lewis  
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Name: Names, Nanette  
Address:   

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 20:14:26 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear NPS,  

The oyster beds in Drakes Bay foster an integrated approach to management of the jewell which is pt reyes. Since I moved from Colorado in 1984, coming 
to Pt REyes as always been an escape to the edge of a wild world. I remember when I d drive over the oyster shell gravel road along the peaceful estero of 
drakes, and purchase yummy oysters, and roast them with a little fire at Drakes Beach.  

Today the management of the Oyster Company is far better than Drakes Bay Oyster farm. Oysters taste better, they are not big luggies, anymore. I think the 
Lunny's practice conscientious harvest of the oysters. The beds are not a visible deterent, and Pt Reyes as a National Seashore is unique because the 
businesses from the 30s and before are still thriving complimentary with the rest o fthe National Sea shore.  

Please keep allowing Drakes Bay Oyster company to bring a little economic diversity to an otherwise wild place....and a place for happy grazing cattle, too.  

I vote, too. Thanks.  
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Name: Chwalisz, David A  



Address:  
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,23,2010 20:23:06 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I visited Drakes Bay this summer. My friend had brought several groups of visitors to the park and to the oyster farm, so he took me to Point Reyes and we 
stopped to look at the oysters, and I had a few. They were excellent, and I saw the piles of shells and learned why they had holes punched in them. In 
chatting with the staff, they really were concerned about the safety of the food and the health of the environment around the farm. I understand the oysters 
clean the water and help a desirable eelgrass grow. I was impressed by the whole operation. They clearly were not in it for the money.  

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, so they can make repairs to keep locally produced seafood in the Bay area, and to save the jobs for the 
farm. I can't imagine in these times that closing a viable business is even being considered.  

I feel the benefits of a local source of fresh seafood, an attraction to the park, and the educational value of visitors seeing a aquaculture operation that is very 
careful about their farm and their "residents", and learning about oysters, which I never had a chance to see in Illinois, outweigh any objections. It is like 
prairie restoration around here; restored prairie will never return to the pristine state, but you work with what you can, to the degree it makes sense. Drakes 
Estero will never be pristine again, and I consider the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm to be an excellent balance of the natural and practical. Work with what you 
have, and teach people. Education is the real value of any natural area.  
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Correspondence: California is going under with unemployment and you folks have the nerve to try to shut down a wonderful self sustaining business. This business is causing 
no one but a few busybodies any problems either ecologically or economically. I was born and raised in Napa, and I have been enjoying oysters from Drakes 
Bay for my whole life. I am now 68 and I have never seen any environmental damage caused by this natural production of oysters. It was criminal when you 
killed off all of the non native deer also.  
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Correspondence: One of the major issues is that the Oyster operation was there before the National Park and now, by law it is considered to be an alien intruder by the US 
Park Service without regard to the rights of the people. The US Park Service is and has been a heavy handed Federal agent that acts with impunity. The US 
Park Service letters and website call for public comments in an open and democratic process mandated by law. But by past actions routinely violates their 
expected objectivity and public trust by participating in the public taking of private assets typically through the the denial of operating permits.  

The commercial Drake Bay Oyster operation is part of the historical heritage of Point Ryes. It was the first aqua culture oyster operation in the U.S. and have 
been providing high quality oysters for the San Francisco Bay area people and eatery's for many years, with success. The Company employees many local 
workers and provides a unique cultural experience and food to visitors in what has now become the National Park. it is an operation that fosters preserving 
the quality of Drake Bay for it's continued success. It is an isolated areas where people can make a clean, honest living from the sea and it is part of the 
cultural heritage of the Peninsula that Park visitors can learn from.  

The US Park Service would have us believe that the toilets and parking lots and fences and signs they install in their National Park are not a determent to the 
Park and the Park experience for the public. Their facilities at Drakes Bay Oster Farm is intrusive and should be removed to enhance the visitor experience at 
the Farm. Their increasingly police-like presence in the Park detracts markedly from the peace of the land and the Park experience that Congress had in mind 
in their designation.  

Clearly humans making a living off the land is an integral part of the Point Ryes experience and Park experience. It should be preserved and promoted as part 
of a quality Park experience.  
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Correspondence: I would like to encourage PEPC and the National Park Service to grant a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. It is essential in 
order that the farm be able to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements. The farm, a treasure in the Pt. Reyes National Seashore, encourages 
people to experience the exquisite beauty of the seashore, the hikes, and in addition to be able to have pure genuine LOCAL oysters. I took visitors and 



family there many times and it offered them the opportunity to learn the process involved in farming oysters. The DBOF has a long-standing tradition of 
oyster cultivation and is the LAST operating oyster cannery in California. We know where the oysters come from and how fresh they are. It would be very 
sad as well as an immense carbon footprint if this oyster cannery were abandoned and oysters were transported from distant States. DBOC markets 100% to 
San Francisco Bay Area and we, in this rich environmentally-conscious area of our country, truly appreciate the LOCAL oysters. The DBOF is a model of 
sustainable fishery with ecological benefits to water quality: cleaning and clarifying effects of oysters' filter feeding. It has many benefits also for the state 
and local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live and spend in the community. The 
standards are very high at the DBOF, and we must support and encourage their continued benefit to our community in the Bay Area. I want to inform the EIS 
committee that this topic is extremely important and should be analyzed.  
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Correspondence: Drakes Bay Oyster Company is a community asset with a long postive history of service, partnership, environmental stewardship and sound business and 
social justice practices.  

From school kids to tourists, it provides a valuable connection to nature.  

For restaurants and individuals, it provides a source of seafood that is unique, as there are no other oyster farms like this on the West Coast to my 
understanding.  

I want the NPS to support this vital community asset.  
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Correspondence: Leave Drakes Bay along. They do not disturb, alter, or mis-use what they have there. They are part of the environment, not against it. Allow them to 
continue their good work, they are part of the entire community,  
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Correspondence: To whom it may concern:  

I support the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. The oyster farm offers much in the way of continuing the unique nature of the general area and I further support a 
renewable use permit for them to continue.  

I have visited the farm on several occasions and I feel their operational footprint to be insignificant to the overall health and natural beauty of Drakes Bay 
and the surrounding area. However stringent the policy reads for developing or maintaining existing operations like this, I feel the NPS could and should 
make exceptions for this unique gem available to us and consider the larger view of public interest and acceptance.  

The farm is already there, has been there for a long time and should be allowed to continue. Ther are certainly many other, much more important issues the 
NPS needs to deal with besides the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. It has become part of the landscape of Drakes Bay and losing it would be a negative for the 
area.  

Mark R. Smith  
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Correspondence: Please keep Drakes Bay Oyster Farm operative.  
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Correspondence: To Whom it may concern. I would very much like to keep Drakes Bay Oyster Farm running. While I personnaly do not think the files on hand are correct. 
They the farm (Drakes Oyter Farm) does NOT pose any treat to ANY wild life or enviroment. A small company is trying to survive in this tough economy. 
I would urge you to please re-consider.  
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Correspondence: Dear Members of the EIS Committee,  

I am writing to voice my support for allowing Drakes Bay Farm to have a renewable Special Use Permit so they can make necessary repairs it needs to 
remain functional.  

I cannot stress enough the importance of the farm as a benefit to the local/state economy, and the historical significance it has with the state.  

When I had an opportunity to visit Drakes Bay Farm while vacationing from Southern California, I became enamored with the wonderful community that is 
Point Reyes Station. The sole reason for my visit was for the famous oysters (and cheese) that can be had in the area. If my willingness to travel 8 hours to 
visit an oyster farm in Northern California is any sign to how special that farm is to the region, then I can only assume the beneficial impact it must have on 
the local economy. Not just by my visiting the farm itself, but the subsequent visits to other local farms, restaurants, and shops.  

From all my travels to the different regions of California, I can safely say that Drakes Bay is definitely a place that stands apart. The off-beaten path to the 
beautiful location of the last oyster cannery is definitely something my friends and I will remember. Once there I was able to learn more about oysters and 
how it's cultivated, followed by shucking my oyster, and finally to taste the best oyster I have ever had! In summary, I am planning to visit the area again and 
on the top of my list is Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. I would strongly urge to allow such a wonderful place to continue growing for the reasons listed above. 
California right now is in dire straits, and what this state needs more are businesses with a strong desire to continue long-lasting traditions that benefit the 
State and the visitors who comes.  

Thank you for your time, Joseph Chiang  
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Correspondence: I have visited Drakes Bay Oyster Farm several times and have always enjoyed my visit. I like the idea of being able to purchase fresh seafood from a Aqua 
culture farm. I like where it is located. a beautiful place to have a historic operation. I would be very unhappy if this facility was forced to leave. The people 
who operate the business are always nice. Places like this make the bayarea such a wonderful place. Don't make the mistake of removing this operation. 
They belong there. Thanks Charles Catania  
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Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern,  

I just want to weigh in with my support of the Oyster Farm at Drake's Bay. My daughter and I recently visited the farm and were impressed by the need to 
continue this operation. However, the need extends beyond that. We need to support the farm workers with better equipment and working conditions. This is 
an extremely important enterprise and we need to keep it going--for the community, for the oyster fishermen, for the National Park Service, for Drake's Bay 
company to succeed and not collapse in this struggling and fragile economy. We need to do whatever we can to ensure that this oyster farm continues and 



flourishes. This is a vital and important part of our ecosystem of the area and we need to become involved in its survival.  

Sincerely yours, Kathleen Meadows  
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Correspondence: I support a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements.  

I support keeping the farm in full operation due to the reasons below. Ecology Beneficial impacts to water quality: cleaning and claryifying effects of oysters' 
filter feeding Almost no fresh water used in operation Ecological services offered by shellfish - Increased eelgrass growth - Increased fish diversity from 
habitat provided by oysters & equipment - Restoration of an historic baseline ecosystem Beneficial impact to wild fisheries: DBOC's farmed shellfish reduce 
harvest pressure on wild fisheries Carbon footprint to import replacement oysters would increase because DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area ? 
Food Loss of a local seafood source - Food Safety Concerns: DBOC's policy of only marketing locally means the food is the freshest possible - Preservation 
of Food Diversity - Food Security Concerns ? Economy DBOC benefits the state and local economy through the commerce gainedfrom buying and selling 
oysters and from the employees who live and spend in the community State Economy County Economy Local Economy - Jobs lost - Affordable housing lost 
? Public Health Largest sampler of marine biotoxin data used by CDFG in making public health determinations ? Cultural Value Free interpretation services 
offered (tours) - To school groups - To local non-profits Partnerships - With graduate students and scientists on research projects ? Historic Value Last 
operating oyster cannery in the State Continuing long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation ? Social Value Donations from the farm - Oyster shell for 
habitat enhancement - Oyster shell for native oyster restoration ? Sustainability (show/hide detail) Model of sustainable fishery  
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Correspondence: I have enjoyed the oysters from Drakes Bay Oyster farm for tens of years, and always felt this was a great addition to the Point Reyes Seashore, in that it 
respected the environment and had a positive impact on it, partially cleaning up the results of the cattle farms in the Peninsula (which I also appreciate for 
their products, but consider intrusive).  

I would strongly urge all decision makers to keep the oyster farm going, as it helps clean the waters of the Estero. In deed I heard (in the SF Chronicle) that 
the Park Service has started farming oysters in the San Francisco Bay in order to help clean the local waters.  

Please keep it going, it doesn't pollute, brings a few jobs, gives great products, and helps clean up the particulates and various nitrogen based pollution 
induced by the (very nice) cattle farms on the Peninsula  

Sincerely  

Maurice Schlumberger  
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Correspondence: I strongly support the continuing operation of Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. I understand it has been in operation for the about a century and continues to provide 
a service to those who appreciate their product. It in no way detracts from the environment but rather enhances it. It is indeed unique to have a company in 
operation for so long and basically functioning in the same way for the past 100 years. Its progress is to remain faithful to this way of operating. I think it 
would be a great loss to close down a facility that has been a part of the environment for so many years.  
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Correspondence: As General Manager of a multi million dollar operation that supports locally sourced food items from the Bay Area,I encourage and ask for your support to 
protect Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. I have personally visited and experienced the environmentally sensitive Farm and ask for the NPS to sustain and perpetuate 
this outstanding operation. As a buyer of oysters from the Bay Area for my hotel and award winning restaurant, TusCA, (as well as a fond personal 
consumer), I know the value first hand that my customers appreciate, talk about and support. It would be a severe detriment to lose this supplier and multi 
generational business from our local area. Please feel free to contact me directly if I may provide additional information or endorsement. Kind regards, Peter 
Rice General Manager Hyatt Regency  
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Correspondence: I have visited Drakes Bay Oyster farm over 15 times in the last 4 years and I very much support what they are doing for creating a sustainable fishery. I have 
taken groups of my clients whom have special needs and together we agreed that it is such a wonderful example of humans interacting with the environment 
- so much so that I am willing to spend my private time to write you in support of continuing their renewable special use permit. Like with all operations it is 
important to maintain the buildings and grounds and the obvious care the Lennys have shown for the facility in my mind make me confident that the 
integrety of the land will be continued to be respected. Please take the time to analyze the positive effects this operation has: the water is cleaner with the 
oysters doing their filtering, the economy is helped because chefs like me love the superior product and are willing to spend the money to get the best, plus I 
don't want to have to buy my product from far away, my customers demand that I buy local. This is a very good thing we have going on here and it will be a 
crying shame if it gets shut down.  

Thank you for reading my comments  

Do us chefs a favor don't shut this operation down!!!!!!!  
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Correspondence: To Superintendent:  

Over a year ago I had an opportunity to visit the Point Reyes area and the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. I was very impressed with the oyster farm operation. It is 
low-key, sustainable and truly unique. On that trip I also learned more about the history of that very beautiful part of our state. I hope that you will be able to 
accommodate the needs of the oyster farm; it seems to fit the locale without detriment to the environment. As a north valley resident, perhaps I am especially 
appreciative of the landscape of Point Reyes National Seashore and the wonderful Drakes Bay oysters! This is an example of a special, historically rich part 
of California.  

Respectfully, Mary M. Kowta  
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Correspondence: Dear Sirs, As a third generation native Californian, I am extremely interesting in maintaining a fine balance between ecology and history in our state 
resources. Drakes Bay is a local ongoing business which help illustrate how this can be done. It's farming methods are sustainable and contribute to respect 
the environment. We enjoy the product. It is fascinating to see the how the business works and note it's very small footprint on it's surroundings. Please allow 
it to continue it's operations. Thankyou,  

Nancy Johnson  
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Correspondence: I think the Oyster Farm should be grandfathered in like the dairy farms have been. They have sound environmental practices and provide a desirable 



product at a reasonable price to consumers. They are an addition to the community.  
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Correspondence: I support a renewable special use permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company. We have been coming out to Pt. Reyes for many, many years, and our first stop 
is always to get oysters to eat while enjoying the sea shore. The loss of the Oyster Company would impact our decision to come out to the seashore and be a 
loss to the entire region.  
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Correspondence: I have been most distressed to hear that the NPS may be pulling the permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Co to operate. My wife and I feel that the DBOC 
represents an integral part of the community and a regional asset that has been a part of our family life for 40 years. I feel that with reasonable restrictions 
that they should be able to operate in perpetuity as a community asset. The DBOC provides our community with a valuable tourist experience and teaches 
children that real food comes from using our natuaral resources wisely. The DBOC is the essence of a sustainable source of food for our community. Three 
generations of our family have been affected by the people at DBOC and the previous owners. The present and past owners have offered a great educational 
experience that is an integral part of any visit of the GGNRA Drakes Bay area. Drakes bay has provided the Bay region with food for over 150 years and 
DBOC is an integral part of that provisioner community. They sell real food at resonalble prices and supply real jobs to Baay Area residents. GGNA may be 
a National Recreational Area but it is also a part of the community. It is not a pristine untouched pre-columbian looking glass. It never will be that fanticised 
pre-Columbian ideal place. GGNRA is a real place occupied by real people for over 150 years and the dairy farms and DBOC make it a real place. Pulling 
the DBOC's operating permits will destroy one of the Bay Regional important assets.  
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Correspondence: Drakes Bay Oysters is itself a regional treasure, operating with littlt to no enviromental impact, contrary to the fabrications presented by those wishing to see 
this instutition vanish. More than ever, we, as citizens of the earth, need a source of uncontaminated, non- engineered, non industrial, natural, sustainably 
raised food. Drakes bay oyster farmfills all these niches. I love the natural world, and wilderness areas and fully support perpuating Drakes Bay Oysters and 
a farming effort working in harmony with the environment. I implore the national parks service to take a rational approach and allow Drakes Bay to continue 
farming.  

Cattle Ranching has destroyed significant portions of our natural world through overgrazing, fish farming is becoming a significant threat. NPS resources 
can be directed to areas that are farm more impactful, and in fact necessary. Leave Drakes Bay alone and attend to some of the true and serious 
environmental threats. Thank you, Bob Bennett  
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Correspondence: I am strongly in favor of a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. A major reason is that it is an excellent example of a local green 
business. People were using Point Reyes before Europeans arrived. They are among the European families that have been on Pt Reyes for a long time. I 
remember the old oyster farm. The farm, today, is run differently. It looks different. I think the present family resembles the original natives in tailoring use 
of the area to the needs of the area. It studies and implements better ways to grow oysters while making the water cleaner and more hospitable for native life 
forms. The Lunnys actively work to control the human effect on the land. I like the way the buildings look now, the reuse of the shells, reducing the piles of 
shells. Their footprint is much smaller than that of the previous managers. They have been there awhile and hope to stay awhile. They hire locally. They sell 
locally. They are not some outside concession.  
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Correspondence: I have visited the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm 4 times in the last 5 years. I have brought friends there when we visited the Bay Area. I have been taken on tours 
of the Farm, a couple of those times. I am a scientist, and I appreciate the care DBOF has shown with its oyster culture and the sensitivity they have shown to 
the environment of Pt. Reyes.  

I am drawn to Pt. Reyes not only for its natural beauty, but also for the sense of community of its residents. I totally enjoy the new attempts at cheese 
making, the challenging viniculture, the farms and ranches, and of course, the oysters. Pt Reyes Station is an outpost of local arts and artisanal food. What a 
joy to share it with friends from So Cal, and from Europe. It is an aspect of CA, no one expects. Marin is such a rarity. How can something so near SF retain 
a culture so old? So pristine? Only by the cultivation of that ambiance.  

Would I visit and bring visitors to Pt. Reyes without the farms, the oysters, without the community? Probably not. Yes, it is a beautiful place. But, without 
the West Marin community, it is just another seashore.  

A friend forwarded a recent article from the Pt Reyes Lighthouse News. I was shocked by the reported behavior of the NPS. I know Cory Goodman by 
reputation, and have met him several times while I was at Harvard. If Cory says the NPS data has been corrupted, I believe him. This situation is intolerable. 
The DBOF has been targeted and wronged. Extension of the lease is a minimum. The NPS leadership should be held accountable. The Park Service has 
historically been a source of pride for Americans. Now it is a source of shame.  
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Correspondence: I love point reyes. ive had the pleasure of spending a couple of days there and I would hope it be protected as much as possible for the generation to 
come  
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Correspondence: Dear Sir,  

This is to comment on your intention to close the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. I visited this farm in april 2010 and was pleasantly surprised to find something of 
the old world in this relatively young part of the world. The way nature is used and charished is unique. There are not many places in the world where you 
can find a peaceful surrounding and an economic responsible use of natures goods. It is something that should be passed on to future generations in stead of 
closing it down. I am my honoust opinion no one benefits from this closure and does not in any way give any credit to the people who take such good care of 
the environment and in the meantime give young and older people an example of how to love and make good use of what mother nature has to offer you. 
This all without harming any surrounding nature for that matter.  

I am sorry if my english is not perfect, but I suppose you are able to read my intentions PLEASE DO NOT CLOSE THIS LOVELY FARM!!  

Kind regards, Susanne de Grooth-Kortenhorst  
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Correspondence: Dear Sir,  

This is to comment on your intention to close the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. I visited this farm in april 2010 and was pleasantly surprised to find something of 
the old world in this relatively young part of the world. The way nature is used and charished is unique. There are not many places in the world where you 
can find a peaceful surrounding and an economic responsible use of natures goods. It is something that should be passed on to future generations in stead of 
closing it down. I am my honoust opinion no one benefits from this closure and does not in any way give any credit to the people who take such good care of 
the environment and in the meantime give young and older people an example of how to love and make good use of what mother nature has to offer you. 
This all without harming any surrounding nature for that matter.  



I am sorry if my english is not perfect, but I suppose you are able to read my intentions PLEASE DO NOT CLOSE THIS LOVELY FARM!!  

Kind regards, Susanne de Grooth-Kortenhorst  
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Correspondence: Please consider my family's support for a renewable Special Use Permit for Drake's farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs 
and/or replacements.  

We live on the East Coast of the country (Vermont) and vacation at Point Reyes. We always look forward to buying the freshest oysters right at the source 
in Drake's healthful,natural setting. We believe Drake's to be a unique presence on that part of the beautiful Californis coast. It would be an ecological 
travesty to close down the farm.  

Thank you for allowing comments from a distantly impacted customer.  

Respectfully submitted, Joe Mount  
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Correspondence: This letter concerns the National Parks System proposal to shut down Drakes Bay Oyster Company. I am a research scientist who has specialized in 
marine/estuarine ecology, mollusks and aquaculture for over 30 years. I have also read the entire report on Shellfish Mariculture in Drakes Estero, Point 
Reyes National Seashore, California as will as the following Ecosystem Concepts for sustainable bivalve mariculture. There is currently no evidence from 
any of these reports or information cited therein to indicate that the oyster farm is currently causing ecological damage to the system, and in fact may 
actually be providing ecosystem benefits. While NPS is trying to return this system to its pre-human state, its goal is ecologically impossible because of other 
human activities that impact the area. The current impasse concerning the farm is the result of a few well placed NPS employees fostering an unrealistic 
personal agenda without regard to the scientific facts. The farm exited before the Park took over and should be allowed to continue its operations without 
being subject to requirements for monitoring that could make it no longer viable as a business. The NPS should be required to develop a more positive 
relationship with the business so both can prosper.  
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Correspondence: Dear Sirs,  

Regarding the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

I visited the oyster farm on my trip to the US in july this year. I saw quite a few people working there of apparently mexican origin, and I was quite 
impressed with the information about the business and its ideal location for oyster production.  

Also I was informed that there is an ongoing process by the US government to close the production for reasons I didn4t quite understand.  

If this production in a largely farming region is a direct threat to the environment in some way I can understand this decision to close the site. But I can4t 
imagine what these threats would be.  

I have tried to obtain further information about environmental issues, but have not succeeded in finding any relevant information that would enlighten the 
issue.  

I therefore give my full support to the farm in its efforts to continue the oyster production.  



However, I would like to receive any relevant information from the government with regard to the reasons for proposing a closure of the oyster production.  

Kind Regards,  

Mr. Robin Kirkhus, Norway.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3896 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,24,2010 07:55:13 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: It seems with the offshore oil seepage issues facing the states that have coastlines, it is strange that an agency of the California government is spending 
precious time and money on zeroing in on one small oysster farm! The Drakes Bay Oyster Farm is a business that strives to be ecologically conscious with 
minimal impact on the Pacific Ocean environment. This longtime family business deserves to remain a viable institution.  
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Correspondence: To whom it may concern, I am interested in keeping this farm open. It creates jobs, promotes environmental awareness,and promotes tourism for the area. 
The farm is run by local people and is well cared for. This is exactly the type of business our area should support. Joe Greenwood.  
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Correspondence: My wife and I ask to please allow the oyster Farm to continue operations. It has been an integral part of the Bay area providing food and filtration from 
the oysters it raises.  
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Correspondence: Please consider the country's need for a reliable source of 'safe food'.Drake's Bay is that. When we were visiting the Reye's area we were so thrilled to find 
their establishment. We were able to set with locals and eat fresh, wholesome oysters, fresh out of the bay. That is a thrill we will remember and cherish. 
Please, remember the people who cherish this food source. We are planning a return trip within the year and would be terribly upset to not repeat that 
experience.  

This country needs aquafarmers with good credentials!! Why put them out of business?? Allow this family who have proven their comittment to health and 
safety.  

Yours truly, Joyce L. Vail 11/24/2010  

 
 




