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Correspondence: Drakes Bay is the site of one of the oldest oyster farms in California having been successfully operated in a sustainable fashion close to 100 years. In all that 
time Drakes Bay and the natural resources it supports have thrived alongside a productive shellfish farm. Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC) occupies 
almost 50% of the shellfish growing waters leased in California and the loss of these highly productive oyster beds would represent a significant loss to the 
area, the economy, and the people of California. DBOC represents a cultural legacy in the region that should be fully supported. Multiple generations of Bay 
area residents have travelled to the Seashore and enjoyment of fresh local oysters is for many a part of the overall experience. Between 1991 and 2007 
eelgrass habitat in Drakes Estero has doubled. As filter feeders oysters are known to have beneficial impacts on water clarity and this may in fact be a 
contributing factor to the extraordinary growth of eel grass in the Bay.  

Numerous studies have been conducted in Drakes Bay by scientists in the Park Service and at U.C. Davis and none have found any significant adverse 
effects on the environment or natural resources in the region resulting from shellfish farming. Similar conclusions were reached by a committee of experts 
convened by the National Research Council to investigate Shellfish Mariculture in Drakes Estero and their 139 page report issued in 2009 substantiates this. 
(http://www.nap.edu/catalog/12667.html) Certainly protection of the cultural and natural resources of Drakes Bay and the surrounding watershed is a 
responsibility we all share in. It is noteworthy that this is being accomplished while at the same time allowing Drakes Bay Oyster Company to improve the 
economy, provide jobs, and produce locally grown safe and sustainable fresh seafood. I encourage the National Seashore to extend the oyster farm lease.  
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Correspondence: My family is more than a century-long resident of Marin County and I am a regular visitor even though I now live on another coast. It was the intent of 
Congress that this area become a wilderness, and it was the expectation of Congress that the oyster operations be discontinued when the lease expired in 
2012 so that this area would truly be a wilderness. The unambiguous original congressional intent was that Drake's Estero be converted from "potential 
wilderness" to "permanent wilderness" as as expressed in the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act's legislative history.  

The scoping letter states that the objectives of the Environmental Impact Statement project are to: "Manage natural and cultural resources to support their 
maximum protection,restoration, and preservation; Manage wilderness and potential wilderness areas to preserve the character and qualities for which they 
were designated." There is not enough emphasis here on the fact that this area was "designated" for "permanent wilderness," not "potential wilderness." I 
encourage the Park Service to be true to the intent of Congress when the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act was passed.  
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Correspondence: In regards to the EIS currently being conducted in the matter of proposed renewal of the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm SUP, I would like you to consider the 
following:  

Papers written by Dr Ben Becker, an employee of the NPS, have been extensively quoted by the NPS. (Becker Paper III, 2009 -- Published in Marine 
Mammal Science. Becker, B.H., D.T. Press, S.G. Allen. 2009. Modeling the effects of El Nino, density dependence, and disturbance on harbor seals (Phoca 
vitulina) counts in Drakes Estero population, California: 1997-2007. Marine Mammal Science, 25(1): 1-18)  

With all due respect, Dr Becker's papers use data points that have been heavily debated, and apparently found lacking, in numerous meetings between the 
Marine Mammal Commission (MMC), the NPS, and the DBOF. It is unacceptable that any conclusions be reached using Dr Becker's papers on harbor seals 
unless a thorough review process, public in nature, be held. Any other course of action will put this entire process at risk of losing all integrity.  

Additionally, correlations drawn by Dr Becker in his papers cannot be used as data; they are merely correlations and cannot be used to draw conclusions. We 
cannot allow correlations to be construed as data, no correlations may be taken as fact. I am not a scientist, and draw no conclusions of my own, but I invite 
an open scientific discussion about the bias of the correlations and data.  

An extensive review of Dr Becker's database has been conducted by the Marine Mammal Commission, and a report regarding the farm and its effects on 
seals will be released in draft form within the next six weeks (by year end). A final report will be published sometime by end February 2011. This EIS 
process cannot ignore this report. In fact, the Marine Mammal Commission's involvement was invited by the Sierra Club and the National Parks 



Conservation Association. A great deal of effort and taxpayers dollars have been spent at the behest of these two organizations. The Marine Mammal 
Commission report, upon its release, should immediately be incorporated within the body of the EIS. The extensive work done by the Commission regarding 
the seal population of the Estero should be seen as the most unbiased treatise on the subject.  

For further information regarding the MMC's' timing and findings, please direct your questions to Dr. Tim Regan, Director of the MMC  

Thank you.  

Michael Greenberg  
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Correspondence: The Center for Biological Diversity is a national, nonprofit conservation organization with more than 315,000 members and online activists dedicated to the 
protection of endangered species and wild places.  

Point Reyes National Seashore is an important protected area for natural ecosystems and biodiversity in the San Francisco Bay Area. Drakes Estero in 
particular is an extremely valuable and unique biological resource since it is the only estuary along the entire West Coast designated as a wilderness area. 
Every other estuary has been compromised by development and commercial use. Drakes Estero is home to several endangered plants and animals, contains 
one of the most populous harbor seal haul-outs on the Central California coast, and serves as an important bird habitat and stop-over on the Pacific Flyway.  

The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act designated 25,370 acres as wilderness, and designated 8,002 acres as potential wilderness, including Drakes Estero. 
The legislative history (House Report 94-1680) indicates Congressional intent: "it is the intention that those lands and waters designated as potential 
wilderness additions will be essentially managed as wilderness, to the extent possible, with efforts to steadily continue to remove all obstacles to the eventual 
conversion of these lands and waters to wilderness status." Wilderness status within this park is intended to protect native ecosystems from habitat loss and 
commercial development while providing clean air, clean water and quiet recreational opportunities.  

The top priority for the Park Service should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. Congress mandated designation of Drakes Estero as wilderness by 2012, when the 40 year Reservation of Use permit for the oyster farm 
expires and the estero is intended to revert to full public use as wilderness. The long-standing wilderness designation vision at Point Reyes should take 
precedence over commercial private use. National Parks are for the people and the native wildlife they support, not for private profit.  

The commercial oyster farm operating within the wilderness area should be discontinued in 2012. Failure to do so would be contrary to previous legislation 
created with significant public input and support, and would set a dangerous precedent for downgrading wilderness areas within national parks to perpetuate 
commercial enterprise.  

We urge the Park Service to consider all peer-reviewed research on the impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources in making its decision.  
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Correspondence: I am have lived in the West Marin area for approximately forty years.  

I have carefully read all available information provided by the NPS, environmental groups and I have come to the conclusion that the DBOC under the 
stewardship of the Lunny family should be permitted to continue operating in their current location at this time. I believe that the PRNS will be a stronger 
more vibrant park with the DBOC as a part of what this urban park offers to its many visitors.  

I have spent one year photographing the workers and environment at Drakes Bay Oyster Company. In doing this work, I have come to know the people and 
families involved in the current conflict. The work called Oyster Farm has been presented several venues and will continue to be offered statewide and on 
line nationwide. The California Historical Society has shown interst in presenting this unique aspect of California culture.  

During the year I have worked at the DBOC when college biology classes from the Sacramento area make their annual visit. I have seen school groups of 
younger students tour. I have seen large groups of park visitors spend time exploring the DBOC and learning about the last operating oyster cannery in the 
state.  

I am sure that you are aware of the divisive impact that this conflict has had on our community in general and the negative publicity that it has engendered 
on a wider level as well. The feeling in our community is that all issues have not been fully investigated and addressed and that closing DBOC without open 
and impartial hearings is unfair to all parties involved. It is premature at this time, and ignores much of the scientific evidence that has been gathered.  



You should also carefully explore the impact that closing DBOC will have on the employees, their families, and the local school and merchants. In a time of 
a deepening national recession closing the DBOC and putting these employees out of work is an especially bad idea. In addition, the oyster growers on the 
gulf coast were decimated by the BP disaster; we need to protect the few remaining local and sustainable oyster growers such as DBOC.  

A decision as important at this one should be made with careful consideration of all issues, in an open and fair environment. I hope that you will re-open the 
procedure pertaining to DBOC. Citizens of our country are clear that they want openness and fairness and have felt voiceless when decisions affecting their 
fate are made at the national level. Our community is no exception to this strong sentiment.  

I sincerely hope that you will reflect on how all matter relating to DBOC have been handled and how they can be improved so that all involved will respect 
your final decision.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources  
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Correspondence: Among my first awareness (and lesson to our children) of the value of and delicious flavor of local, sustainable agriculture included visits to the Marin 
farms, including Drakes Bay Oyster beds, where we learned about raising oysters, which we then purchased, roasted and consumed at the picnic grounds. 
This use seems to me to be completely compatible with the missions and goals of the park, and I strongly urge you to evaluate the positive contributions to 
the area made by Drakes Bay Family oyster farm.  

I am specifically writing in support of a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Family Farms oyster operation, which will allow the farm to make 
necessary building repairs and/or replacements.  

In your Environmental Impact Study, please analyze the ecology including beneficial impacts to water, eel grass growth, and fish diversity supported by the 
farm's operations, the restoration of an historic baseline ecosystem, how the DBOC's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries, and the 
increase in carbon footprint to import replacement oysters because DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area.  

It is also important to evaluate the impacts of the loss of this fresh, local food source, the preservation of food diversity and local food production.  

This family farm also benefits the state and local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live 
and spend in the community. Please analyze the benefits to the State, county and local economy in terms of jobs and affordable housing lost.  

Other benefits of the farm to be analyzed: sustainability, DBOC as a model of sustainable fishery, and it's historical value to the community as last operating 
oyster cannery in the State, and its continuation of the long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation.  
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Correspondence: The vision of having a renewal/sustainable fishery in California is unique in today's economy. When small business are striving to make it, and the 
infrastructure that allows californians to enjoy these parks is being threatened we owe it to ourselves to understand a compelling reason to sustain and 
maintain a fishery in California. What is the benefit to not having one vs having one.  

The benefit is clear, by having a fishery in this location will draw more people to the park and allow for a tax base to help maintain the park with little to no 
down impact and all positive impact in visitors for the awarness of this land and its fishery. Additionally to the goal of presrving this fishery, a renewable 
special use permit for the farm, which will allow for the farm to stay with in park guidlines should be made. This will again provide jobs, and ensure the right 
culture of the fishery is preserved to mesh with the land well into the future.  



The topic of how to make a win win culture from this and not make people worng is the most important. A "YES AND.." approach is best for all to get along 
and mesh cooperatively. The veto seems to be the easy solution, we all know it is far easiler over time to create a sustainable solution for all to enjoy.  

these are my words, Grant  
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Correspondence: Dear Cicely Muldoon  

I was, unfortunately, unable to attend the public meetings held last month in Pt. Reyes Station and elsewhere to address the issue of Drakes Bay Oyster 
Company.  

Nevertheless, I do feel very strongly that DBOC should be allowed to continue their operations in their current location for the following reasons:  

This area has never been a "wilderness" area ? native Indian villagers lived around the Estero, seasonally, for close to 2000 years. During those years, 
ongoing native shellfish harvesting took place. To all of a sudden designate the area as "wilderness", therefore, simply denies its use over all this time, as 
well as the rich cultural history of the area. This cultural history, on its own, is well protected within the official mission of the National Park Service.  

Scientific evidence points to the fact that oyster farming is highly beneficial to water quality. The oyster's filtering system promotes healthy eelgrass 
production and increased fish biodiversity. For almost 50 years the NPS has produced no evidence that the resources have been degraded as a result of oyster 
farming. As a matter of course, for health reasons, DBOC provides huge numbers of water samples to the California Dept. of Fish & Game.  

I have lived in this area since 1975 and knew both the Johnson Oyster operation as well as Kevin Lunny's operation. It is patently clear that the DBOC, under 
Lunny's direction, conducts its business in an environmentally responsible manner, with a much smaller footprint than in the Johnson days.  

For several years (late 1990s/early 2000s) I was a volunteer with the PRNS, monitoring the harbor seal populations in the Estero and on the Limantour spit. I 
sat with my spotting scope, binoculars and counter above the estero, looking down at the large seal populations. At no time whatsoever did I ever witness 
disturbances caused by the oyster farm operations. In fact, I never saw an oyster farm boat. The few disturbances I did witness were the result of kayakers or 
small aircraft flying too low. During those years, in meetings and trainings, no one ever spoke of DBOC as being the cause of shifting populations of harbor 
seals.  

Then there is the human element in this whole matter. DBOC employs between 25 and 30 people. These employees live here, many of them in housing 
provided by DBOC. Many of them have been here for over 25 years. Their children attend our local schools. They are valuable members of our community. 
If you close down DBOC, where will they go? As you know, affordable housing and alternative employment simply are not available in this area for that 
number of people. If they have to move elsewhere, our community is diminished by their absence, our stores and local enterprises lose their business, and 
our schools lose much needed revenue when the children no longer attend.  

And let's not forget the visitors, who come to DBOC, not just to buy oysters, but to learn about the ecology of the area, about mariculture in general, and 
oyster production in particular. Kevin Lunny has done a splendid job of providing interpretive tours of his facility to both school groups and the general 
public.  

In these days of "local" food production, it is important to remember that DBOC oysters are sold only in California and mostly only in the Bay Area ? no 
long distance cargo flights or interstate trucking. 500,000 pounds annually, of locally grown high quality protein stays here, within our state and area. 
Replacing those quantities with some other protein source will be hugely costly and environmentally questionable.  

Sustainable farming, the richness and importance of community, local resources, cultural history: I trust all of these vital factors will form as firm a basis in 
your decision-making, as the strictly scientific data. To ignore them is to diminish us all, along with the land we live in.  

I urge the National Park Service to allow Kevin Lunny and his Drake's Bay Oyster Company to continue to be the excellent land stewards they have proved 
themselves to be. Please extend their lease to continue their business at Drake's Estero.  

Respectfully Janet Robbins  
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Correspondence: Our National Parks are for the people, not for corporations to use for profit. Commercial use does not belong in OUR parks.  

Decision making should give highest priority to providing maximum protection of wilderness resources. All such decisions should prevail over 



commercial private use.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: DBOC SUP EIS c/o Superintendent Point Reyes National Seashore 1 Bear Valley Road Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  

Please consider carefully when deciding on the fate of this treasuered institution. My Family and I have been going to Drakes Bay Oyster Co. for three 
generations and I would hate to think that this rich tradition would end with my generation and my children wouldn't have the oppurtunity to carry on this 
rich and informative tradition and share it with their children. I understand that National Park Service has no interest in commercial ventures and that they 
are looking out for the well being of all the animals and people in The Drakes Bay ecosystem; but Drakes Bay Oster Company has become part of this 
ecosystem. Thank you for reading and considering my point of view. Robert Haran  
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Correspondence: The national park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, NOT for private commercial use.  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

We don't need another disaster like the Gulf disaster.  
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Correspondence: Drakes Estero should gain wilderness status as was originally intended in 1976. The only reason the area was designated "potential" and not given the full 
status, was due to non conforming uses of the land which could not be removed at that time (commercial oyster operation). Non Conforming uses at 
Limantour were removed a while back allowing the "potential" designation to be removed. The National Park Service should follow the same path with the 
rest of the estero. The current tenant understood this was the park's intention. There are few places left in California, or in the entire west coast for that 
matter, which compare to Drake's Estero's pristine condition. It should be preserved so that others in the nation may enjoy it. The greatest environmental 
harm would come by not following the intentions of the 1976 Act and allowing politics to erase this hard work. The environmental damage would occur at a 
national level by eroding the strength of the original Wilderness Act and giving a foothold for other commercial operations to operate in wilderness areas 
around the country. Please follow the intentions of the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  
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Correspondence: You should not allow Drake's Bay Oyster Co to extend their oyster farming in Pt Reyes National Seashore. The original agreement was clear when the right 
expired and there is no basis for extending the term. There should be no commerical enterprises in national parks. They are for the preservation of the 
resource; not for private commericial gain. The oyster farming also has detrimental environmental impacts from pollution and increased commercial traffic. 
Would you allow a mine in Yosemite. Of course not. Why would you continue commercial farming at Pt Reyes.  
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Correspondence: Mow&Sow is a nonprofit organization that is devoted to the preservation of the environment, sustainable agriculture, sustainable community, and anti-
pesticides. While I appreciate the hard work of those who were able to create the Wilderness Act, it is a broad brush that does not seem to allow for local 
factors. The Drakes Bay Oyster Company has proven itself to be a good steward of the Estero and provides a clean and sustainable source of nutrition, an 
essential resource, especially in uncertain economic times.  

The Act was written to counteract the depredations of extractive and destructive operations on public lands, such as clearcut logging and strip mining. The 
oyster company is hardly a threat to the environment on this scale.  

On balance I feel the presence of a sustainable and nutritious source of food for our community outweighs the concerns for the Estero's species, which do not 
seem to be imperiled by it. Language can be inserted in the Act that would allow for the continued operation of just this company, without precedent that 
would apply to a destructive operation, with strict limitations on the sale of the company, on growth of the operation and on its day-to-day operations, which 
have been and could continue to be monitored.  

Also, since the Estero is open to commercial kayak operations, does that not constitute a precedent for commercial exploitation of other wilderness areas? If 
so, will they also be banned from operation in the Estero?  
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Correspondence: I support the issue of a Special Use Permit to Drakes Bay Oyster Company at Point Reyes National Seashore. Simply, my support is due to the fact that 
Drakes Bay Oyster Company has been a park experience for my family and friends when we visit the Point Reyes National Park throughout the years. More 
than 50 family and friends of the Hyatt's enjoy, together, the park experience with oyster barbeques at Drake's Bay every year. Kids enjoy the sightings of the 
Kit Foxes in the trees at Drakes Bay while we eat dozens of BBQ oysters. These experiences keep us talking and reliving the visits to Point Reyes NP during 
the winter months.  

Additionally, the staff at Drakes Bay Oyster Company have always been friendly and helpful. Even the road out to the oyster shack brings back memories. 
Also if this permit fails to be issued, and a hearing is called; we will fill Point Reyes Station with tens of thousands of supporters to push through this Special 
Use Permit to Drakes Bay Oyster Company. Please don't take these memories away from our kids.  
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Correspondence: Please allow the Drakes Bay oyster company to have a renewable special use permit to continue oyster farming operations and allow for repairs and possible 
building replacements. There has been a long tradition of oyster farming there-used to be Johnson's and the operation has been a fine example of a 
sustainable fishery. The pluses of having Drakes continue outweigh any negatives in my mind! I would be extremely disappointed if you do not renew their 
permit.The location is very special in that oysters raised there are raised in an extraordinarily clean/non-polluted environment while still being close to a 
large metropolitan market where the oysters can be delivered in an extraordinarily fresh state!  
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Correspondence: I support a special use permit for Drakes Bay Farm, that is renewable. I have been visiting Point Reyes and buying oysters for more than 25 years. The 
oyster farm has been a part of the local community long enough to be grandfathered in similarly to the dairy operations. In addition they provide a good, 
clean, environmentally sound source of local food sustainably produced. And they contribute to the local economy.  
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Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern:  

I wish to support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company, which will allow the farm to continue its important work and make 
necessary improvements to its facility. The committee conducting the EIS for the renewable permit should study and analyze the following issues: 1- The 
ecological and carbon footprint impact of replacing this Bay Area oyster production with imported oysters from less sustainably harvested facilities. 2- The 
beneficial impact of DBOC's production on wild fisheries by reducing harvest pressure on those fisheries. 3- Impacts to water quality from oysters' filter 
feeding mechanism. 4- Beneficial impact of DBOC's oysters on eelgrass growth. 5- The consequences of losing a unique local seafood source, the 
preservation of food diversity and food security. 6- The economic benefits to the State, County, and local economy: Dollars leaving the State and jobs lost. 7- 
The educational benefits of the farms to local and statewide non-profits and schools. 8- The historic relevance of a long-standing tradition of oyster 
cultivation. 9- Closing of the last operating oyster cannery in the State. 10- The effect of closing a premier model of sustainable fishery. What does that say 
to the rest of the country and world about the National Park System's environmental priorities and leadership on issues of sustainability? Sincerely, Warren 
Weber Star Route Farms Bolinas, CA 94924  
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Correspondence: My wife and I have enjoyed the natural beauty of Point Reyes for over 30 yrs, although we left the Bay Area 25 yrs ago. Recently (Oct 2010) we revisited 
the park and spent 3 days hiking the many wonderful trails. It was great to see that nothing had changed. The intrusion of the oyster farm was not noticed by 
us, as we did not travel to the far end of the Park. I love oysters. However I believe the oyster company should honor the original lease, and let the land/sea 
return to the natural state that it once was. Nature seems to take care of itself if left alone. Please let the area return to its pristine self. The native Americans 
knew they were not separate from nature and its gifts. The rest of us need to be reminded of this fact. The more all-inclusive this park becomes, so much 
better for mankind. Aloha, Frank  
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Correspondence: this is a time for the NPS and sustainable farmers to stand together, not in opposition of one another, as these two groups ultimately stand for the beauty, and 
necessity, of wild nature. please don't let this become an issue about policy and law. it's in all of our best interest to stay focused on the actual matter at hand: 
there hasn't been any evidence of the lunny farm threatening the seals. please let these sustainable farmers be and do their good work. kindest regards, 
candise  
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Correspondence: Growing up in Marin. My family have been many times to buy their beautiful, delicious oysters. Recently I watched a cooking show with ERIC, the french 
chef on PBS. He had a whole show on his visit to the oyster farm. It was amazing. This company does everything to preserve the environment and ecosystem 
in the Tomales bay. We need to support all the small farmers every where! They are doing no harm to the bay and offer a way to buy locally and support our 
community. It's important and vital for us to buy locally. Doing this keeps are community alive and well, helping each other live a clean, green life. They 
should be allowed to stay and raise oysters as long as they want. We should give thanks and feel blessed to have such a great business right in our backyard. 
Thank you, monique roblin  
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Correspondence: I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Family Farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements. I 



also believe that the ecology,economy, sustainable, historical values of this farm should be more closely analyzed before it is overlooked and shut down.  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Dear National Park Service, It's my belief a long-standing commercial operation with a good environmental track record and a small physical footprint 
such as Johnson's oysters should be allowed an extension of their lease. Thanks you.  
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Correspondence: Drake's Bay Oyster Farm  

As a long (38-year) resident of West Marin, I would urge the National Park Service to allow Drake's Bay Oyster Company to remain in its present location 
and operation.  

There is solid archeological evidence of seasonal native Indian communities around and on Drakes Estero for as long as 2000 years. Native shellfish 
harvesting has been carried out during that time. This area has not been "wilderness" in any sense of the word for that period of time. Continuing the oyster 
cultivation/harvesting operation simply carries on that history in today's biological environment.  

In contrast, converting the area to "wilderness" ignores this history, and destroys a cultural tradition extending back as much as 2000 years. This is entirely 
inconsistent with the mission of the National Park Service, which is "?to promote and regulate the use of the...national parks...which purpose is to conserve 
the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as 
will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations."  

Geological/Water/Marine Estuary Resources  

All actual evidence establishes that the oyster cultivation and harvesting operation assists in promoting and improving these resources. It is scientifically 
established that oyster growth actually benefits water quality substantially and directly through the filtering action of the oysters, and promoting natural 
eelgrass growth. There is evidence that the presence of oysters and the associated equipment used to support their growth increase fish life biodiversity.  

The operation provides the opportunity for close water quality and marine biotoxin monitoring. Drakes Bay Oyster Oyster Company provides the largest 
number of samples for this data to the California Department of Fish and Game. These samples are necessary for decisions relating to public health.  

Finally, the National Park Service has had the responsibility for supervising and monitoring the oyster operation for now nearly 50 years. No reliable 
observations or credible evidence gathered by the Park Service, or any other person or agency acting on behalf of the Park Service suggests that these 
resources have been degraded in any way by the oyster operation.  

Terrestrial Resources  

I have lived in this area for nearly 40 years, and am very familiar with the oyster cultivation/harvesting operations under both Charlie Johnson & Sons, and 
Kevin Lunny. I knew Charlie Johnson well, and know Kevin Lunny somewhat. However, it is evident from direct observation that Lunny's operation has a 
much smaller environmental footprint. Altogether, Lunny conducts the operation in a much more environmentally aware and environmentally responsible 
manner.  

The overall site of the oyster land based operations has been carefully upgraded, with many temporary structures having been removed altogether. Once 



again, there is no evidence that the terrestrial resources are being in any way degraded by the oyster cultivation/harvesting operation.  

Species of Special Concern  

Evidence collected by the National Park Service establishes unequivocally that the oyster operation does not in any way disturb the local elephant seal 
population. Further, after nearly 50 years of opportunity to monitor local species, the National Park Service has produced no credible evidence of disturbance 
to, much less threat to any other species.  

Further, it is clear that at one time there were abundant native oysters growing and propagating in Drakes Estero. Ongoing research by the current operator of 
the oyster operation could well lead to re-establishment of the native species. This is certainly consistent with Park Service policy of re-establishing native 
species where possible (e.g. Tule Elk)  

Floodplains/Floodzones/Wetlands  

Land contours and natural drainage have not been affected by the current or previous oyster operations. There is no basis for suggesting the oyster operations 
in any way affect floodplains, floodzones, or wetlands. In nearly 40 years of direct observation of the wetlands near the oyster operations, I can attest there 
has been no observable change.  

Soundscapes  

The operation of Drakes Bay Oysters has a very low, very local, and only intermittent sonic impact. There is no evidence suggesting otherwise. Nor is there 
evidence suggesting that the local, low level and intermittent sounds from the production process adversely affect anything.  

Cultural resources & Visitor Resources  

Commercial oyster cultivation in Drake's Estero goes back nearly a hundred years. The current operation, Drakes Bay Oyster Company is the lineal 
descendant of the first such operation, and as such represents the oldest such operation in California. It is also the last operating oyster cannery in the state. 
Of the over 2 million people visiting Point Reyes National Seashore, a significant number come because of, and to visit the oyster farm. The historical 
significance of its continued operation is evident.  

Since Kevin Lunny took over the operation, he has offered interpretive tours of the facility to school groups and local non-profits. His employees are 
knowledgeable and eager to answer questions, and provide information about mariculture. He has also encouraged research projects at all levels, from 
secondary to university and beyond.  

Socioeconomic Resources  

Drake's Bay Oysters employs roughly 25-30 workers in its operations, providing housing as well to a number of these. Further, it produces approximately 
500,000 pounds of high quality protein each year, with no lasting environmental impact. Eliminating the operation makes neither economic nor 
environmental sense.  

The local community enterprises cannot offer employment to these workers. Therefore, not only will their taxes be lost, they will start receiving 
unemployment payments, increasing government costs. These workers support local businesses with spending for their daily needs. Local businesses, 
already under considerable stress from the economic recession, will be stressed further. Some may fail because of this, and because of the loss of revenues 
associated with losing the visitors who come to the region because of the oyster operation.  

Further, the local housing supply has been limited for decades, and cannot expand to provide housing for the displaced workers, some of whom, along with 
their families have been in the community for more than 25 years. They will have no choice but to leave the area. Removing the children from the local 
schools will result in reduction of state payments to the local schools, significantly affecting the ability of local schools to carry out their mission.  

It is well accepted that local food production and distribution has both significant environmental and economic benefits. Drake's Bay Oysters are sold only in 
California, and primarily in the Bay area, eliminating the economic and environmental costs of long distance transportation. Replacing the 500,000 ponds 
annually of high quality protein with any other protein could only be done at a much higher environmental and economic cost.  

Park Policy and Operations  

As noted above, and for the reasons specified above, closing Drake's Bay Oyster Company and turning the small land area involved into something called 
"wilderness" is simply inconsistent with the mission of the National Park Service. It will not be possible for the Park Service to preserve the historic and 
environmental character of this area without operating the oyster cultivation/harvesting/canning business itself. Kevin Lunny's Drake's Bay Oyster Company 
has proven to be a responsible and efficient steward of this land and water, and should be allowed to remain in operation there. The lease should be extended 
to at least coincide with the lease from the California Department of Fish and Game.  

Sincerely,  

Walter Murch  
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Correspondence: This comment is in support for a renewable Special Use Permit For the Drakes Bay Oyster Company. Setting aside the fact they produce a very fine and 
valuable product, the company provides significant ecomonic support for the local community with jobs and outside sources of income. Oyster farming 
improves the water quality and is a renewable food source. Its presence does not distract from the National Park or its mission.  
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Correspondence: I strongly encourage the NPS to permit the continued operation of the Drakes Bay Oyster Company within the Point Reyes national seashore. I believe that 
the oyster company has proven itself to be a responsible steward of the land and a valuable historic, social and economic resource for the region.  
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Correspondence: Give the oyster company a break. Even an extension at this point will only give them the amount of operating time they were expecting under the first 
agreement (due to delays etc from NPS objections along the way).  

The Lunny family has been there a longer time than NPS and have always been good community citizens. What's the rush? Give them a date out far 
enough that they recover their investment with a little profit and work toward that goal.  

The Sierra Club nuts want everyone in West Marin to move back to San Francisco except their members! Ignore these fanatics!  
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Correspondence: I am writing on behalf of The Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC). The DBOC is an outstanding example of renewable and sustainable farming. The 
oysters clean the water, help the overall habitat, provide much needed jobs which helps the local and state economy, and provides a sustainable, highly 
nutritious local food source.  

DBOC is an educational asset to the National Park system. Kids learn about sustainability in a farm both in the water and out. This would be a sorely missed 
educational tool to all who have been there and would go there in the future.  

Food safety is also a concern. The more local your food is, the less handeling it goes thru leading to less chance of contamination and spoilage. DBOC 
markets only to the San Francisco Bay Area which reduces the carbon footprint from trucking in oysters from elswhere (mostly out of state).  

Please renew and continue to renew The Drakes Bay Oyster Company's use permit for future generations. It's good for the park, the state, and the Point 
Reyes National Seasore.  

Sincerely, Mike Streit  
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Correspondence: Based upon my knowledge of Pt Reyes and the oyster company I believe that The Drakes Bay Oyster Company is trying to be a good citizen in their 
operations. Additionally they provide a useful service to both turists and locals alike. They are also a locavore business.I/we urge you to extend their permit 
for 10 to 20 years Thank you David and Claudia Chittenden  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: I vote against closing this old family aquaculture. Oysters clean the bay and they make up 50% of the oyster s in CA.  

Please do not close them. They can live in harmony with the Park.  
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Correspondence: I urge you to give top priority to protecting Drake's Estero from any form of commercial or industrial development.  

As you know, this part of the Pt. Reyes National Seashore is the West Coast's only marine wilderness. It is also ecologically crucial to the entire region.  

In 1976, when it passed the Point Reyes Wilderness Act, the US Congress understood clearly that the unique and lasting value of this area lies in its 
preservation -- not in exploiting and damaging it for private profit.  

The recent BP Deep Horizon oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico has made it clear to all Americans -- and the world community -- that if we fail to plan the 
protection of our irreplaceable resources, using the best available science, we will surely incur catastrophic and irreversible losses.  

From its founding, the National Park Service's prime mandate has been to protect and preserve irreplaceable natural resources, and to make them safely 
available to longterm, non-destructive enjoyment by visitors. Creating and closely supervising limited opportunities for commercial use has never been 
more than a secondary task.  

Recent political administrations have tried to subvert NPS -- and all of our public agencies charged with science-based resource management -- into an arm 
of Wall Street. Those days are at an end.  

I urge you to restore your proud historic priority: providing maximum protection of wilderness resources. I also urge you to consider the best available 
science about commercial exploitation of Drake's Estero -- peer-reviewed research which concludes that there is a srong, real potential for adverse impacts 
from any oyster operations in the wilderness area.  

Thank you.  
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Correspondence: November 18, 2010  



To Whom It May Concern:  

We believe that the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's Special Use Permit should be given a ten year extension beyond 2012 so that the oyster operation can be 
continued in Drakes Estero and the necessary building repairs and/or replacements can be made.  

The owners are true stewards of the land and waterways that they have a deep respect for and love of. They took over the oyster farm and invested a great 
deal of money, time and energy into cleaning up and improving the oyster harvesting operation and the working and living conditions of the 35 workers, 
both men and women. If the lease is not extended there will be thirty-five locals (and their families) unemployed and unable to contribute economically and 
socially to the West Marin community.  

We are especially impressed how people of different social and ethnic backgrounds are drawn to and served by Drakes Bay Oyster Company. Drakes Bay 
Oyster Company serves the wider Bay Area, not just "foodie" Marin. They also generously donate oysters to fund-raising events of many local 
organizations.  

Environmentally, the oysters filter the Estero waters. Because it is a locally sourced food, less transport is required and therefore there are fewer carbon 
emissions than if the oysters were imported from different states/countries. It is our understanding that the presence of the oyster farm discourages visitors 
from violating kayaking restrictions during harbor seal breeding season. Also oyster shells from DBOC are donated to benefit native oyster restoration and 
western snowy plover recovery projects.  

Educationally, the oyster farm is a unique and fantastic opportunity for visitors and school children to learn about sustainable farming practices and the 
sensitive balance of producing food while protecting nature. They also learn about the oysters, which are a sustainable food source that is local and in great 
demand. Domestic shellfish demand already exceeds the supply and if DBOC is no longer in operation the supply will be depleted by approximately 500,000 
pounds of oyster meat per year.  

In addition, as a valuable food source oysters require no extra feed, no fertilizers, no chemicals or any cultivation. It would take considerably more beef 
pasture acres to provide equivalent amounts of protein that is gotten from the oysters on the 150 water bottom acres.  

Personally, we enjoy the fresh-ocean taste of the oysters from Drakes Estero to the silt-bed-grown oysters of the Tomales Bay. Our friends comment DBOC 
oysters are the best they have ever tasted.  

We support the Lunny Family in their endeavor and the extension of the Special Use Permit.  

Most Sincerely, Susan and Robert Janes  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: I hope, in the forthcoming EIS, a complete picture of the relationship between Drakes Bay Oyster Company and the place it inhabits will be presented. I 
write in support of a renewable Special Use Permit for Drake's Bay Oyster Company (DBOC). I also encourage the EIS committee to use, when they become 
adopted, the Bivalve Aquaculture Dialogue Standards which were drafted by the World Wildlife Fund and the New Zealand Seafood Industry Council to 
provide a means to measure the environmental and social sustainability of shellfish farms.  

A May 2009 report from the National Research Council found that the NPS report, "Drakes Estero: A Sheltered Wilderness Estuary", "selectively presented, 
over-interpreted, or misrepresented the available scientific information on DBOC operations by exaggerating the negative and overlooking potentially 
beneficial effects". Since "Drakes Estero: A Sheltered Wilderness Estuary", has been discounted by multiple scientific institutions, I hope for a transparent 
reexamination of the important questions addressed by your report in your EIS. I have searched for the revised "Drakes Estero" report, but have been unable 
to locate it on the NPS website. I hope the misuse of scientific data will be accounted for in the EIS, if not in the elusive revised report.  

Through a multi-stakeholder process called the Bivalve Aquaculture Dialogue, measurable, performance-based standards were created for farmed bivalves. 
The standards, when adopted, will help minimize the potential negative effects of bivalve aquaculture on the environment and society, while permitting the 
shellfish farming industry to remain economically viable. Although these standards will be applicable at the farm level, they are intended to help protect and 



maintain ecosystem function and ecosystem services in bivalve producing areas, with the recognition that aquaculture operations are not solely responsible 
for total ecosystem health.  

I urge the EIS committee to consider using the Bivalve Aquaculture Dialogue Standards to re-examine the effects of oyster farming in Drakes Bay.  

I don't think the Drakes Bay ecosystem will gain that much from the closing down of one of the nation's oldest and most exemplary oyster farms. Wendell 
Berry has written that "our great modern error is the belief that we must invariably give up one thing in order to have another?It is possible to have farms that 
do not waste and poison the natural world". DBOC at the minimum does not waste and poison the natural world. My understanding is that DBOC goes 
beyond the non-harming of the environment and compliance with laws and regulations. It serves as a model of mutually beneficial co-existence of managed 
lands and wilderness.  

In the EIS, I urge you to consider the following: Ecology In what ways is the existence of DBOC in conflict with the mission of the NPS? What benefits will 
removal of DBOC bring to the ecosystem? Can these benefits come in conjunction with the continued functioning of DBOC? Please include information on 
all impacts of oyster farming on water quality. Does the NPS recognize the benefit of the cleaning and clarifying effects of oysters' filter feeding?  

Does the NPS recognize the value of ecological services offered by shellfish farming? Such benefits include: - Increased eelgrass growth, amount of eelgrass 
doubled between 1991-2001, according to Park Service data - The number of harbor seal pups increased overall in the bay while oyster harvesting was under 
way - Increased fish diversity from habitat provided by oysters & equipment - Restoration of an historic baseline ecosystem Another point I hope you will 
consider is DBOC's beneficial impact to wild fisheries: DBOC's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries  

Please consider how the carbon footprint will change if DBOC were to shut down and the Bay Area increased its imports of replacement oysters. What were 
the impacts on benthic communities? Is there evidence of oxygen deficiency, have there been changes in the size and structure of benthic infaunal 
communities? Food  

Your decision may deprive the Bay Area of a local seafood source. In addition to the increased carbon footprint that will result from increased oyster 
imports, there will also be more concerns about food safety. DBOC's policy of only marketing locally means their food is the freshest possible Oyster 
farming meets a food need that might otherwise be filled by wild seafood or food sources that cause greater environmental impacts. Domestic shellfish 
demand exceeds supply - DBOC provides 500,000 pounds of oyster meat per year toward that demand. Last April, America lost a tragic percentage of its 
seafood produced within its maritime limits (25%) because of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill and its impact on the gulf coast. It seems especially reckless to 
shut down the largest producer of oysters on the Pacific coast. Please consider your role in maintaining the most significant source of sustainably farmed 
seafood protein on the west coast. Social Value Working on an oyster farm involves learning a particular set of skills, knowledge of tools, and a deep 
understanding of the bay ? its marine life, its plant life, tidal patterns, weather influences. The people who have worked on the oyster farm have integrated 
this knowledge into their lives. Their knowledge is embodied and tied to place. There is value in training people this way, so that they stay where they are 
and develop a deep appreciation for their community. DBOC is a good neighbor and engages in serving others. Oyster shells from DBOC are donated to 
benefit native oyster restoration & western snowy plover recovery projects. DBOC also supports eco-tourism and education. DBOC is one of the most 
visited cultural resources within PRNS.  

Sustainability  

From all that I have read about DBOC, their sense of place is strong. A strong sense of place means that you take care of the place where you live and work. 
Yet most people are not aware of this place-dependence. I have worked in offices, sealed up high in concrete jungles, not knowing who occupied the other 
sides of my cubicle, let alone the other floors, surrounding buildings, rivers beyond the buildings. What else could come of such sealed off existence than a 
loss of connection to place? I feel strongly that DBOC is the kind of company that refuses to ignore the important questions posed by environmentalist 
Wendell Berry: "What will the nature of the place permit us to do here without exhausting either the place itself or the birthright of those who will come 
later? Under what conditions, imposed both by the genius of the place our own ingenuity, might our work here be healthful and beautiful? The work of 
DBOC is both healthful and beautiful, fully awake to its interconnectedness. It would be a shame to disallow them from continuing their good work.  

I request a thorough range of alternatives to the proposed action. Would like to explore how NPS and DBOC are actually on the same page in many ways. 
Both headed by people who care deeply about protecting our natural resources. The depletion of resources ? oil to transport food grown in other places, 
healthy waters that can support oyster populations, indicate that DBOC is doing its part in sustaining natural resources using minimal inputs from fossil 
fuels, and helping communities in the Bay Area abstain from an addiction to fossil fuels and all the desired goods they help transport.  

I encourage NPS to see how there is room within its goal of protecting the land for responsible land stewardship. Natural resource protection need not be 
separate from natural resource management. Indeed sustaining our planet calls for learning how to grow food and keep food resources near the people who 
are sustained by them. Please consider the possibility that DBOC and PRNS form a mosaic of untouched forest/water bodies and managed/cultivated land.  

Our environmental problems are of a global nature, concerning the future well-being of all generations to come. Within this context, can you base your 
decision?  

Not all economic activity is solely about extracting resources. Aquaculture as practiced by DBOC is one example.  

Economy  

DBOC benefits the state and local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live and spend in the 
community  

DBOC has positive economic impacts, both direct & indirect on the state & local economy, including employment of 35 individuals and payment of taxes 
and fees  

Public Health  



DBOC is the largest sampler of marine biotoxin data used by CDFG in making public health determinations. Cultural Value  

DBOC offers free tours to school groups and to local non-profits The company partners with graduate students and scientists on research projects Historic 
Value  

DBOC is the last operating oyster cannery in California. It is part of a long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation. Oyster farming is part of the history of 
PRNS, and predates the formalization of park boundaries. It is important to remember a place's history.  
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Correspondence: I am very appreciative of the care and attention the Park Service is taking to fully vet the special use permit for commercial oyster operations within Drakes 
Estero at Point Reyes National Seashore. My vote is to allow the special use permit. I believe the regulatory framework provided by the Park Service is the 
right one to keep commercial oyster operations on a good environmental footing. And I believe that the community as a whole will benefit by having a local 
market for local shellfish.  
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Correspondence: Please shut down the Drakes Bay Oyster Company. Not only is the operation of a commercial oyster facility inconsistent with the wilderness character of the 
bay, but this particular operation is a longstanding polluter and violater of its permit. As my former professor Deborah Elliott-Fisk (2005. Assessment of 
Oyster Farming in Drakes Estero) and other researchers have observed, elevated levels of bacteria, nitrate pollution, and invasive species in the bay may be 
linked to this operation. There are responsible oyster operations in Tomales Bay, but the Drakes Bay company has abused its permit to operate in a National 
Park for long enough. Fear of the ire of the anti-government locals of PRS should not overshadow the company's long record of environmental neglect and 
abuse. Their permit is expiring; let it expire.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: I am writing to urge you to fully protect Drakes Estero--the only marine wilderness on the West Coast--and NOT allow any commercial use in the area. 
Drakes Estero, an estuary in California's Point Reyes National Seashore, is regarded as the ecological core of the park and is supposed to receive full 
wilderness designation in 2012. I ask you to PLEASE honor this original plan, and not allow encroaching commercial use of this precious area.  

Our natural resources and wild places are fast disappearing, and need and deserve our protection -- for the sake of enviromental health, the enjoyment of 
future generations, and for wildlife. The major goal in decision-making should be to provide maximum protection of wilderness resources and to give full 
effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. I would hope that the NPS should value the preservation of our valuable wilderness areas over commercial 
private use, keeping in mind that the park system was designed for the enjoyment of citizens, NOT for private profit and commercial exploitation.  

As you make your decision, I encourage the NPS to fully consider the peer-reviewed research that addresses potential and real adverse impacts from the 
oyster operation on wilderness resources. Please take the long-term perspective that will protect and preserve this estuary for the future, and not let those 
protections be infringed upon to allow short-term commercial use. It is just not worth it in the long. I hope, keeping in mind the vision for the nation's park 



system and protection of its varied and beautiful resources, that you will decide to give Drakes Estero the full wilderness designation it merits.  

Thank you for considering my thoughts on this issue that is very important to me.  
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Correspondence: I cannot and do not want to imagine my life without being able to buy oysters at Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

I have been buying them first from Johnson's and now them and then enjoying barbequing them at Drakes Beach for 30 years. I have spent my 40th, 50th 
and 60th birthday doing that I already have plans to celebrate my 70th and 80th and 90th birthdays doing exactly the same.  

It is a wonderful resource to the community and my personal passion. Please grant these folks a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, which will 
allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements.  
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Correspondence: DBOC SUP EIS c/o Superintendent Point Reyes National Seashore 1 Bear Valley Road Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  

November 19, 2010  

Dear Pacific West Division of the National Park Service, I request that the National Park Service approve a Renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes 
Bay Oyster Farm. Ecology, Sustainability, Historic Value, Social Value, Food, Public Health, Cultural Value and the Economy all play a factor in this 
decision. The NPS must analyze very carefully and thoughtfully how all these factors play a role in the decision to issue a Renewable Permit.  

I am a 51 year old native Californian. As a child, our family ventured north from our home in Livermore many times each year so my father could indulge 
his love of fresh oysters. As a child, these family trips and numerous school field trips to the area provided me the opportunity to learn about the positive 
impacts the oyster beds have on the waters, the employment opportunities the oyster farms provide, the life-cycle of the oysters and much more. Years later, 
in the 1990's I brought my own children to see the same things, and their fascination and awe was identical to that which l felt in the 1960's.  

This oyster harvesting operation long before the National Park Service purchased the property containing what was then Johnson's Oyster Farm. I am a well 
educated person. Upon intensive and careful review of available data and intense scrutiny of the facts, I can find nothing to even allege that this operation has 
ever created any havoc on the wilderness in my lifetime, and indeed, plenty of data to show that a shellfish operation like Drakes regularly improves water 
quality by filtering sediment and excess nutrients.  

The NPS website states a desire to meet "project objective's". Whose project ? Whose objectives? Reviewing law and policy, I found no sound and 
reasonable data to support any decision by the NPS to cease the farming activates at Drakes Bay. I did find data that distressed me significantly, about earlier 
actions taken by the NPS and alleged as "scientific misconduct." The fact that the Department of the Interior inspector general's office became involved in 
investigating the complaints and that that the park service paid for an independent review of the science by the National Academy of Sciences is beyond 
disturbing. That these scientists concluded that National Park Service officials made errors, misrepresented facts and selectively presented information in a 
series of reports about the Drakes Bay shellfish operation is an affront to the constituents' whose taxes pay for these agencies actions. The scientific data has 
been thoroughly investigated and conclusively determined that this farm is in no way is a threat to the water or the wildlife. Losing this locally farmed food 
source would be nothing short of tragic.  

The acquisition of this seashore was designated "in order to save and preserve, for purposes of public recreation, benefit and inspiration". Preserving the 
existence and character of this farm, which has a legacy of decades and generations of operation without negative impact on the wilderness, is the right 
decision. I am pleased to hear the Park Service is ready to begin examining an Environmental Impact Statement. While I see that this document and decision 
making tool is required by the National Environmental Policy Act to assess certain actions "significantly affecting the quality of the human environment", I 
suggest that the only impact this farm has made is positive and I will be very suspect of any subjective interpretation that concludes that any negative impact 
is occurring as a result of the Oyster Farm Operations. The essential purpose of the NEPA is to ensure that environmental factors are weighted equally when 
compared to other factors in the decision making process undertaken by federal agencies. The NEPA preamble reads: "To declare national policy which will 
encourage productive and enjoyable harmony between man and his environment; to promote efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage to the 
environment and biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of man; to enrich the understanding of the ecological systems and natural resources 
important to the Nation..." Upon truthful and accurate assessment of the environmental impacts of the oyster farm, it is clear that the Drakes Bay Oyster 
Farm does not create any challenges, and indeed creates harmony between man and the local environment.  

I thoughtfully request that the National Park Service support the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm with the issuance of a Renewable Special Use Permit, so that it 
may continue to be the wonderful partner to the local economy, partner to the ecosystem and exquisite destination it has always been, and that I may 
someday have grandchildren who can enjoy this inspiring asset of the National Seashore System. As a California residents and a taxpayer whose taxes 
helped the National Park Service enjoy the luxury of buying this expanse of property long after this oyster farm began operations, I ask that the NPS 
respectfully consider the immense amount of thoughtful comments and contributions by those who want this farm to continue operating, as we are truly the 



owners of the Point Reyes National Seashore.  

Mrs. Jean Price  
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Correspondence: I am commenting as a long time resident of the Tomales Bay region. I would like to add that I am a daily user of trails within the Point Reyes National 
Seashore as well as a regular user of backcountry trails in Yosemite, Sequoia, Kings Canyon, to only name a few. Having been able to travel extensively 
around the world to explore, hike and do mountaineering, I believe I have a good sense of the reality of the word 'wilderness.'  

There is not one inch anywhere within Point Reyes National Seashore that could be considered to be 'wilderness' according to the usage put forth by those 
advocating the closing of Drake's Bay Oysters. Their idea of restoring the area to one of 'purity,' goes against common sense. The area around Drake's Bay, 
just like the rest of the Park, has been used by people to harvest oysters and other eatables for thousands of years. Aquaculture is historic here in West Marin, 
and was so long before the Park was even envisioned.  

Further, Drake's Bay Oysters produces almost half of all oysters in California, and 85 percent of oysters in Marin County. To close down an historic 
company such as this would destroy viable Aquaculture in California. It would also destroy long-standing jobs and income to the area. The footprint of this 
company on Drake's Bay is minimal and tender, not at all corresponding to the false reports previously published under the Neubacher administration at the 
Park.  

There has been quite a bit of false 'science' by extremists wanting to 'purify' Drakes Bay by getting rid of Drakes Bay Oysters. Point Reyes National Seashore 
is a national park only an hour or so from one of the largest metropolitan areas in the country. It has millions of visitors each year, many of whom are 
charmed by the oyster operation on Drakes Bay. If this oyster company is now to be judged to be evil and against the mission of the Park, then surely all the 
ranches and other commercial venues with the Park need to be closed as well.  

Neubacher, while here, did not endear himself to the local people. He participated in publishing false 'scientific' evidence against Drake's Bay Oysters. My 
hope is that the new administration will take a more realistic, local-friendly stance in supporting agriculture and aquaculture in West Marin.  

I SUPPORT DRAKE'S BAY OYSTERS, WHO ARE GOOD FOR DRAKE'S BAY AND FOR THE PARK ITSELF. Closing them up will immediately put 
the new Park administration at odds with the majority of locals.  
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Correspondence: -The top priority should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources by giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. --The 
wilderness designation should have priority over commercial, private use. --The national parks are for the public good, not for private profit. (I can believe 
that in specific cases the public good could coincide with private interests, but I don't believe that is the case here. --The NPS must consider the peer-
reviewed research. The research points to adverse impacts from the oyster operation on these wilderness resources.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3545 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Schoenberger, Richard  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,19,2010 15:38:09 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I wholeheartedly endorse comments below, and couldn't have said them beWilderness  

There is solid archeological evidence of seasonal native Indian communities around and on Drakes Estero for as long as 2000 years. Native shellfish 
harvesting has been carried out during that time. This area has not been "wilderness" in any sense of the word for that period of time. Continuing the oyster 
cultivation/harvesting operation simply carries on that history in today's biological environment.  

In contrast, converting the area to "wilderness" ignores this history, and destroys a cultural tradition extending back as much as 2000 years. This is entirely 
inconsistent with the mission of the National Park Service, which is "?to promote and regulate the use of the...national parks...which purpose is to conserve 
the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as 



will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations."  

Geological/Water/Marine Estuary Resources  

All actual evidence establishes that the oyster cultivation and harvesting operation assists in promoting and improving these resources. It is scientifically 
established that oyster growth actually benefits water quality substantially and directly through the filtering action of the oysters, and promoting natural 
eelgrass growth. There is evidence that the presence of oysters and the associated equipment used to support their growth increase fish life biodiversity.  

The operation provides the opportunity for close water quality and marine biotoxin monitoring. Drakes Bay Oyster Oyster Company provides the largest 
number of samples for this data to the California Department of Fish and Game. These samples are necessary for decisions relating to public health.  

Finally, the National Park Service has had the responsibility for supervising and monitoring the oyster operation for now nearly 50 years. No reliable 
observations or credible evidence gathered by the Park Service, or any other person or agency acting on behalf of the Park Service suggests that these 
resources have been degraded in any way by the oyster operation.  

Terrestrial Resources  

I have lived in this area for nearly 40 years, and am very familiar with the oyster cultivation/harvesting operations under both Charlie Johnson & Sons, and 
Kevin Lunny. I knew Charlie Johnson well, and know Kevin Lunny somewhat. However, it is evident from direct observation that Lunny's operation has a 
much smaller environmental footprint. Altogether, Lunny conducts the operation in a much more environmentally aware and environmentally responsible 
manner.  

The overall site of the oyster land based operations has been carefully upgraded, with many temporary structures having been removed altogether. Once 
again, there is no evidence that the terrestrial resources are being in any way degraded by the oyster cultivation/harvesting operation.  

Species of Special Concern  

Evidence collected by the National Park Service establishes unequivocally that the oyster operation does not in any way disturb the local elephant seal 
population. Further, after nearly 50 years of opportunity to monitor local species, the National Park Service has produced no credible evidence of disturbance 
to, much less threat to any other species.  

Further, it is clear that at one time there were abundant native oysters growing and propagating in Drakes Estero. Ongoing research by the current operator of 
the oyster operation could well lead to re-establishment of the native species. This is certainly consistent with Park Service policy of re-establishing native 
species where possible (e.g. Tule Elk)  

Floodplains/Floodzones/Wetlands  

Land contours and natural drainage have not been affected by the current or previous oyster operations. There is no basis for suggesting the oyster operations 
in any way affect floodplains, floodzones, or wetlands. In nearly 40 years of direct observation of the wetlands near the oyster operations, I can attest there 
has been no observable change.  

Soundscapes  

The operation of Drakes Bay Oysters has a very low, very local, and only intermittent sonic impact. There is no evidence suggesting otherwise. Nor is there 
evidence suggesting that the local, low level and intermittent sounds from the production process adversely affect anything.  

Cultural resources & Visitor Resources  

Commercial oyster cultivation in Drake's Estero goes back nearly a hundred years. The current operation, Drakes Bay Oyster Company is the lineal 
descendant of the first such operation, and as such represents the oldest such operation in California. It is also the last operating oyster cannery in the state. 
Of the over 2 million people visiting Point Reyes National Seashore, a significant number come because of, and to visit the oyster farm. The historical 
significance of its continued operation is evident.  

Since Kevin Lunny took over the operation, he has offered interpretive tours of the facility to school groups and local non-profits. His employees are 
knowledgeable and eager to answer questions, and provide information about mariculture. He has also encouraged research projects at all levels, from 
secondary to university and beyond.  

Socioeconomic Resources  

Drake's Bay Oysters employs roughly 25-30 workers in its operations, providing housing as well to a number of these. Further, it produces approximately 
500,000 pounds of high quality protein each year, with no lasting environmental impact. Eliminating the operation makes neither economic nor 
environmental sense.  

The local community enterprises cannot offer employment to these workers. Therefore, not only will their taxes be lost, they will start receiving 
unemployment payments, increasing government costs. These workers support local businesses with spending for their daily needs. Local businesses, 
already under considerable stress from the economic recession, will be stressed further. Some may fail because of this, and because of the loss of revenues 
associated with losing the visitors who come to the region because of the oyster operation.  

Further, the local housing supply has been limited for decades, and cannot expand to provide housing for the displaced workers, some of whom, along with 
their families have been in the community for more than 25 years. They will have no choice but to leave the area. Removing the children from the local 



schools will result in reduction of state payments to the local schools, significantly affecting the ability of local schools to carry out their mission.  

It is well accepted that local food production and distribution has both significant environmental and economic benefits. Drake's Bay Oysters are sold only in 
California, and primarily in the Bay area, eliminating the economic and environmental costs of long distance transportation. Replacing the 500,000 ponds 
annually of high quality protein with any other protein could only be done at a much higher environmental and economic cost.  

Park Policy and Operations  

As noted above, and for the reasons specified above, closing Drake's Bay Oyster Company and turning the small land area involved into something called 
"wilderness" is simply inconsistent with the mission of the National Park Service. It will not be possible for the Park Service to preserve the historic and 
environmental character of this area without operating the oyster cultivation/harvesting/canning business itself. Kevin Lunny's Drake's Bay Oyster Company 
has proven to be a responsible and efficient steward of this land and water, and should be allowed to remain in operation there. The lease should be extended 
to at least coincide with the lease from the California Department of Fish and Game. tter myself.  
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I'm completely on the side of the Sierra Club: NO OYSTER FARMING IN POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE, specifically, Drake's Estero.  

Henrietta Morales  
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Correspondence: I consider myself an environmentalist, but not a fool. The oyster farm has been a part of the estero longer than the National Park has existed, as have the 
ranches on the Pt. Reyes peninsula. These beautiful examples of family farming/ranching operations are a dwindling and precious resource for this nation to 
protect and nurture for future generations to experience. Our country's agricultural practices are becoming so industrialized and corporatized that we are 
desperate for a sustainable alternative -- which is traditional small-scale agriculture and mari-culture. How misguided it would be to fail to re-new Drake's 
Bay Oyster Company's lease, when they produce a very valuable and nutritious food source for so many grateful citizens, while at the same time serving as 
excellent stewards of the estero and it's flora and fauna. A better use could not be found for the estero -- unless you think increased kayaking tours is more 
valuable and less destructive! The noble, but misguided, notion of some of our over-zealous local environmentalists that it would be possible to re-create a 
"wilderness" in the area which has been cultivated for I believe over a hundred years is ludicrous -- it could only result in a Disney-esque sham.  

So, instead, let's be authentic, and accept the superb bounty from Drake's Bay Oyster Company for what it is -- an incredible gift to the Park, the local 
community, and the greater Bay Area. Renewing Drake's Bay Oyster Company's lease indefinitely would be even wiser than renewing for the 10 years. 
Please stop all of this nonsense, which dicredits the Park (such as the denial of the observation cameras and doctored information, etc.) Do the honorable 
thing. Admit the Park was wrong, and renew Drake's Bay Oyster Company lease. Or, if that is too difficult, then just renew the lease. Let's restore decency 
and honor to our National Parks.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3548 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Loughran, Thomas M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,19,2010 16:15:51 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I submit these comments for the purpose of encouraging the Park Service to renew the lease under which Drakes Bay Ouster Farm cultivates oysters on 
Drakes Estero.  

For the past 30 years I have visited Drakes Bay not less than once a month with my friends, neighbors and family for hiking, wildlife viewing and generally 
enjoying the seaside. Our trips always include a stop at Drakes Bay Ouster Farm (formerly Johnson's) for a bucket of oysters which we barbecue at Drakes 
Beach. Many friends who have visited us from other parts of the country have commented that these oyster outings were the most enjoyable and memorable 
parts of their trips to California. It is the one thing they almost always ask to do again when the come back here.  

The oysters have been a central feature of our visits. If the Park Service were to kick the oyster farm out of Drakes Estero, I personally know literally 
hundreds of people who would be heartbroken. While I am aware that other oyster growers operate on Tomales Bay, their facilities are out of the way for 
people approaching the outer reaches of the park from the central Bay Area, as most visitors do. The absence of Drakes Bay Oyster Farm would greatly 
diminish my incentive to use the park.  

The ideas that the oyster farm somehow damages the environment or that the park's purpose would be better served if the estero were made a wilderness area 



seem far-fetched if not absurd. First, the oyster farm has been operating on the estero for a good many years without causing any discernible damage to the 
environment, either visually or as a wildlife habitat. The facilities themselves are not extensive and do not distract from views of the landscape any more, and 
probably less than do the dairy farms located on park property. Furthermore, seals, birds and other aquatic life seems to thrive in the leased area. Second, it is 
not clear that making a total wilderness of an area that is nearly wilderness already would in any way benefit nature. So, what's the point of eliminating a 
feature like the oyster farm that contributes so much to the public's enjoyment of the park.  

I speak not only for myself but for many of my friends in endorsing renewal of Drakes Bay Oyster Farm's lease.  
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Correspondence: Drake's Bay Oyster Farm is a locally owned, sustainable, family operation that is vital to our local community. It supplies a large percentage of the oysters 
raised in California. The oyster operation provides cleansing filtration for the waters of Drakes Estero, does not adversely impact harbor seals or other 
wildlife, and provides vitally needed local jobs in West Marin. I have a real estate office in Inverness, and visitors to the Point Reyes National Seashore stop 
regularly to ask directions to Drakes Bay Oysters. I have known the Lunny family for over 50 years and I can't imagine better stewards of the land than this 
family. Commercial uses within parks is widespread and this should be no exception. I am totally in favor of the lease being extended for as long as possible. 
This is a perfect example of a vital, local, sustainable, family owned business that this community needs more of. Dan Morse  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: I am very much in favor of keeping the oyster farms in operation. These farms contibute a lot to this area. Please issue them another permit to operate. 
Thank you, Martin Pflughoeft  
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Correspondence: RE: Public Comments on Drakes Estero Wilderness Designation, Point Reyes National Seashore  

Dear National Park Service,  

Point Reyes National Seashore is indeed a national treasure, and Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of the park. As such, I believe the estuary should be 
given full wilderness protection.  

I enjoyed visiting Point Reyes National Seashore and Drakes Estero many times when I lived in the S.F. Bay area, while leading and participating in Sierra 
Club hikes, and while hiking and backpacking with family and friends. I still visit this special place whenever I am back in the Bay area. I appreciate how 
fragile and truly unique it is as a natural resource. It is the only marine wilderness on the West Coast.  



National park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use such as oyster farms. The top priorities in decision-making should 
be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the people, not for private 
profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

I strongly urge you to give Drakes Estero full wilderness protection.  

Thank you for providing this opportunity to comment on this project.  

Sincerely,  

William Young  
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Correspondence: Drakes Bay Oyster Company is an impotant part of my local agricultural community. I want to know where the food I eat comes and know the person who 
produced it. It is becoming rarer and more difficult to know where our food is produced thanks to large corporate agri-businesses and the power and control 
which they have on such a huge part of our food chain. Please renew Drakes bay Oyster Company's lease for another ten years, and another ten after that. We 
NEED locally produced food. Thank you.  
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Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern, As the head of a Marin County family since 1971 and homowner since 1987 I feel I can rightly address the issue embroiling the 
Drake's Bay Oyster Co. One of the county's most attractive assets to our family is its surprising and thriving local food production. In a drive towards 
building a sustainable future it is imperative that we aid those who are growing, culturing, raising, and catching our food locally not hinder them. Depriving 
those of us who like our oysters fresh and local (low carbon footprint) raised in a an environmentally sensitive way would be a great loss and lacks a wit of 
any meaningful forsight.  

Local Focal! Save the oyster farm regrant the lease.  

The Duceys  
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Correspondence: As a resident of Marin County for over 30 years, and as a citizen who has the greatest interest in the preservation of our incomparable resources, I strongly 
urge you issue a special use permit to Drakes Bay Oyster Company so that it can continue its operations. Drakes Bay is the last operating oyster cannery in 
California, and an irreplaceable part of our county's heritage and food system.  

Today, we understand that a community's ability to feed itself locally is one of the most critical elements of sustainable living. Feeding ourselves is a core 
component of an ecologically intelligent life. The preservation of this vital, working family farm helps provide us with the means to live more completely 
within Nature's rules. It also providing JOBS, housing, and income to many local citizens. Drakes Bay is part of our cultural heritage and it should not be 
allowed to collapse into ruin, when it provides so much to our community, and is so carefully maintained by its stewards.  

Thank you.  
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Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern:  

I support the continued operation of Drakes Bay Oyster Company. They are an environmentally-aware business that positively coexists with the Point Reyes 
National Seashore, one of our local treasures. We need to make sure local food production can continue in a sustainable manner, such as at Drakes Bay 
Oyster Company. Family farms are necessary, and must be protected to ensure a healthy food supply. As a member of Marin Organic, I value local food 
produced in a sustainable, environmentally-responsible way. Please consider the value of Drakes Bay Oyster Company to Marin County, its residents, and 
the natural environment they work within.  

Thank you for your consideration, Liana Orlandi  
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Name: jody, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: corcoran-salem Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,19,2010 17:19:43 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: it would be a tragic loss if you closed this wonderful business down. it brings a great deal of positive things to this county. it would be a tragic loss  
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Name: Wittkopf, Janet M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,19,2010 17:21:16 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am requesting that the Secretary of the Interior issue a new, 10 Year Special Use Permit to Drake's Bay Oyster Company. Drakes Bay Oyster Co provides 
an excellent product that is grown and produced in a very sustainable way. They have been good stewards of the land and bay while providing seafood of 
the highest quality. Their farm provides employment for many of the local population.  

I believe that the National Park Service should be proud to have the Oyster Farming operation as part of the National Seashore as it is the best example of 
sustainable farming along with excellent stewardship of the land and of Drake's bay.  
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Name: fidler, jessie c  
Address:  

USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,19,2010 17:21:41 
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Correspondence: I have been a supporter of Drakes Bay Farms for years and have always been grateful to eat food that is grown in a way that upholds my own strict 
guidelines for responsible stewardship of the environment.  

Please be sure to issue a renewable special use permit for continued oyster farming and more by Drakes Bay. The health of ourselves and our environment 
is so deeply dependent on conscious growers like them.  
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USA  
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Village Harvester Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,19,2010 17:21:59 
Correspondence 
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Correspondence: I believe Drakes Bay Oyster company should be allowed to operate as it has. They are a wonderful member of our community and oysters are a proven 
way to keep coastal areas clean from polution.  
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Name: Brackett, Sylvan  
Address:  

 
USA  



Outside 
Organization: 

Peko Peko Catering Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,19,2010 17:24:21 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Hello, This is just a quick note in support of Drake's Bay Oyster Company. I am a fan of both the oyster farm and of Pt. Reyes and feel strongly that Drake's 
Bay Oyster Company's permit to raise oysters sustainably should be renewed. Thanks for your consideration, Sylvan Brackett Peko Peko Catering  
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Name: Beedle, Erica  
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USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  
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Web Form 

Correspondence: I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drake's Bay Oyster Farm which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements.  

I also feel that the farm offers a beneficial impacts to water quality: cleaning and claryifying effects of oysters' filter feeding which helps - increased eelgrass 
growth - increased fish diversity from habitat provided by oysters & equipment - restoration of an historic baseline ecosystem Carbon footprint to import 
replacement oysters would increase because DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area  

DBOC benefits the state and local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live and spend in 
the community. State Economy County Economy Local Economy - Jobs lost - Affordable housing lost It is also a model of sustainable fishery  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3563 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Thomas, Gibson  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Edible Marin & Wine Country magazine Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,19,2010 17:45:18 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: PLEASE do not shut down Drakes Bay Oyster Farm! This would be a travesty. The Lunnys are outstanding citizens and shining examples of sustainable 
ranching and aquaculture. In these times of food scarcity and toxic, tainted foods shipped from half way around the world, EVERY effort should be made to 
preserve local food production, especially of the quality, sustainability and level of environmental responsibility evidenced by Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. I am 
very well versed in the history of this "controversy" and believe, as do most of the people in our area who are also aware of the issues, that the Park Service 
has some hidden, ulterior, motive or agenda, in this "battle." Otherwise, this would be unfathomable - all the science points in favor of retaining this 
invaluable source of sustainable food. Please consider these comments and renew the Lunny's permit. Thank you.  
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Name: Couturie, Kathy  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

The Courturie Co. Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,19,2010 17:49:25 
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Correspondence: I support Drake's Bay Oyster Co. and I DO NOT WANT to see the NPS close this vital resource that employs many and brings joy to tens of thousands.  

Drake's Bay Oyster Co. has my full and devoted support for a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary 
building repairs and/or replacements.  

I would like to respectfully inform the EIS committee that the following topic(s) need to be analyzed:  

FOOD: The closing of Drake's Bay Oyster Co. would be a tragic loss of a local seafood source. Each August, I rent a home in West Marin. Each August, I 
enjoy hundreds of oysters from DBOC, and bring hundreds more back home to friends and family at the end of my stay. Please note DBOC's policy of only 
marketing locally means the food is the freshest possible!  

ECOLOGY/ENVIRONMENT: DBOC has beneficial impacts to water quality: cleaning and claryifying effects of oysters' filter feeding. Almost no fresh 
water is used in their operation. Ecological services offered by shellfish include: - Increased eelgrass growth - Increased fish diversity from habitat provided 
by oysters & equipment - Restoration of an historic baseline ecosystem Beneficial impact to wild fisheries: DBOC's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure 
on wild fisheries. Carbon footprint to import replacement oysters would increase because DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area.  

HISTORIC: DBOC has a unique historic value: it is the last operating oyster cannery in California. We must allow them to continue with their long-standing 
tradition of oyster cultivation!  
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Self Unaffiliated Individual  
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Correspondence 
Type: 
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Correspondence: I support a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  

I have been enjoying the oysters and the surrounds since moving to California in 1969. It seems to be a special environmental place not unlike the Cape Cod 
Massachusetts area I enjoyed as a child with my family.  

More than just a special place to observe, these seaside wonders are places to experience in many ways. One important experience is the flora and fauna that 
come from these areas. The oyster production currently offered by Drakes Bay Oyster Company carries on a long standing tradition of man and nature 
sutainably interacting for the benefit of both.  

The Documtant describing the Public Scoping includes a list of "Objectives". A glaring ommision from this list is a lack of reference to "Use". Although 
these objectives are careful to enumerate important concerns for protection, restoration, and preservation, there is no mention of use. No implictaion of 
human/nature interaction, no enjoyment of these wonderful resources.  

If we can't enjoy these remarkable earth places, they might as be walled off from human view, and, perhaps, they might as well not even exist.  
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Name: Mensinger, Michelle  
Address:  

USA  
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National Garden Clubs Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,19,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 
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Correspondence: Please continue the great work.....all beautiful places need to be protected...all creatures, great and small must be cherished for their uniqueness and 
diversity...all of us must work together to keep our treasures safe for all generations to enjoy.  
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Correspondence: Date: November 19, 2010  

To: DBOC SUP EIS c/o Superintendent Cicely Muldoon Point Reyes National Seashore 1 Bear Valley Road Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  

From: Stacy Carlsen Marin County Agricultural Commissioner 1682 Novato Blvd. Ste 150A Novato, CA 94947 Subject: DOBC SUP EIS Scoping 
Comment  

Dear Superintendent Muldoon: I am writing these comments in support of and recommend that you grant a Special Use Permit to allow Drakes Bay Oyster 
Company to continue its operation in Drakes Estero.  

Economic and Social Impacts Analysis Requested  

It is essential we retain oyster production in Drakes Bay for Economic Sustainability and Social Justice. The Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC) plays an 
important role in the local, regional, and statewide economy. DBOF represents 85% of the shellfish growing area in Marin County and the SF Bay Area. It 
produces nearly 40% of the oysters grown in the entire State of California. Greater than 500,000 pounds of oyster meat per year are produced at DBOC and 
is the only oyster cannery in California to provide shucked product to the Bay Area. All the shellfish grown by DBOF are marketed in Marin County and the 
SF Bay Area. The gross economical value (farm gate) of production exceeds $1.5 million. The economic effect due to jobs, transportation and local business 
services associated with this operation boost this economic value to at least $5.0 million. The loss of this operation would create a product demand and 
trigger importing greater than 38,000 pounds of oysters each week from other areas (Seattle, Tokyo, and uncertain locations of origin) that would increase 
overall carbon footprint, inferior product substitution, and defeat the principle of local sustainable farm production activities. Current supply of shell fish is 
only a few minutes or hours from market and consumption. This food is highly regarded by consumers and understood to be the highest quality oyster in the 
Pacific Region. Shellfish imported to fill the gap if DBOC was out of business would travel great distances increasing the chances for food safety problems, 
poor quality, and product contamination. Any health related event associated with imported shellfish could drastically impact the overall support of any of 
our local oyster production due to lack of confidence in food safety. Currently Drakes Bay Oyster Company provides hundreds of water samples and 
shellfish meat samples to the California Department of Health Services. The testing confirms the safety of the product and the information is used by 
environmental health agencies and the California Department of Fish and Game so to regulate and inform the public of product safety and presence of 
dangerous biotoxins. These growing waters contain California's only "Approved" status growing area. Approved status means that there are no harvest 
closures due to potential pathogens in storm water runoff following rainfall. This identifies the fact that Drakes Bay Oyster Farm is the only shellfish farm in 
California with the potential of harvesting every day, year round. Imported products could increase food safety cost, regulatory inspections, increase cost of 
product, and increase environmental impacts. Drakes Bay Oyster Company is the second largest employer within the Pt. Reyes National Seashore. DBOF 
employs approximately 35 men and women, many of whom live at the farm, working at year round jobs to support their families. These families spend 



money locally, have children that attend the local schools and pay local taxes. These working families are striving for economic and social status working to 
improve their lives and their children's lives within the community. They are a fabric of our society and the loss of any of these jobs would have a 
tremendous impact on their lives and the social fabric of the community where they live. The children of these working families attend local schools 
affecting the school income from attendance fees from State agencies. There are also many indirectly-related local jobs that are created as a result of oysters 
grown at the DBOC, including jobs at restaurants, markets as well as for jobs involved in marketing and distribution of the shellfish. DBOF is a major 
attraction, bringing approximately 50,000 people each year to West Marin. These oyster farm visitors spend money locally---at restaurants, for lodging and 
for other local services. Also the high demand for locally produced food is consistent with the public call for fresh local grown food.  

This EIS must consider the following economic and social impacts: ? The loss of the majority of the Bay Area's and Marin County's shellfish production; 
impacts on the Lunny Family, local markets and restaurants. ? The impacts to these direct and indirect local jobs, including state funding for schools. ? The 
impact to the West Marin community if this public attraction no longer exists. ? The social injustice associated with impacts to families and children. ? The 
EIS must fully consider all of the economic benefit the local community derives from DBOF.  

Environmental Impacts Analysis Requested  

The current activities performed by DBOC have shown to have little or no environmental impact on the Drakes Bay aquatic or terrestrial flora or fauna. The 
operation has complied with the strictest guidelines imposed by the Pt. Reyes National Seashore. This EIS process must demonstrate under the peer review 
standard of scientific principles that there are impacts to flora and fauna caused by DBOC. This EIS also needs to evaluate the environmental benefits from 
loss of a locally grown seafood source, life cycle carbon analysis for importing oyster to fill the product supply lost if the DBOC was closed, and the 
ecological services provided by cultured oysters and the adverse affect of removing cultured oysters from the Bay.  

This EIS must consider the following environmental impacts:  

? Ecological services/impacts of oyster production. ? Sea Lion populations/ecology associated with DBOC activities. ? Eelgrass abundance associated with 
DBOC activities.  

Cultural and Historical Impact Analysis Requested  

The State of California has leased the bottomlands in Drakes Estero for shellfish cultivation since the 1930's, long before the National Park was established. 
In a historical reflection, the Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs held a hearing on April 14, 1960 in Pt. Reyes Station on Senate Bill S.2428 
"Bill to establish the Pt. Reyes National Seashore in the State of California" which included testimony from then Chief of Recreation and Resources Planning 
(Nat. Park Ser. Reg. 4 ? SF Dist. Before there was a Superintendent position created) He was quoted to say "Existing commercial oyster beds-which we saw 
yesterday as we flew around there- a very important activity- and a cannery at Drake's Estero, plus three existing commercial fisheries, would continue under 
national Seashore status because of their public value" (page 14). This value statement is true today as when spoken with certainty on that important time. It 
was spoken because the community was concerned that family business activities would be impacted detrimentally by the park establishment. The Chief 
reinforced the commercial activity as essential to the local economy. Further support was injected during the hearing from the US Department of Interior 
Reg. 4 Land Use Survey by saying "The oyster beds and cannery on Drakes Estero would add recreation and economic value to the seashore and should 
continue" (page 1). Those statements have given generations of operators in Drakes Estero a clear image of the value of the operation in the community and 
the economic benefits derived from the successful oyster culture in the bay. There are family commitments and investments made to maintain the operations. 
It is well understood that many jobs are created and associated activities generate economic stimulus to the local community. There are many that place a 
high value on purchasing wholesome local food from family farmers which is identified by their reputation for quality products. The family that runs the 
oyster farm are real people, employee real people, and plays a role in civic affairs. DBOC gives back to the community and play a major role in educating 
the public on the importance of buying locally and sharing their knowledge of the environment and history of agriculture and mericulture in the Seashore, 
through their educational farm tours and outreach. The farm serves on many civic Boards and Commissions.  

This EIS must consider the following Cultural and Historical Impacts:  

? The impacts on family and generational transfer of business. ? Impact on job expectations and family structure. ? The spoken word and promises from 
public officials. ? Community Impact of loosing enjoyment of sustainable food systems.  

Now is the time to deal with this issue in a fair manner considering all the possible impacts and benefits derived from the best and most reliable scientific 
sources to resolve the question "Should a Special Use Permit for a period of ten years for commercial harvesting and processing for shellfish be issued by the 
Park Service to DBOC". My view is the DBOC is a sustainable farming system, steeped in culture and historical value, and plays a major role in job creation 
and economic stimulus to our community. I do not believe the the routine activities of DBOC are impacting flora or fauna in the Drakes Estero. Please 
consider the science and make the decision to issue the permit. Sincerely,  

Stacy Carlsen Marin County Agricultural Commissioner  
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE • WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

November 19, 2010 

DBOC SUP EIS 
c/o Superintendent Cicely Muldoon 
Point Reyes National Seashore 
1 Bear Valley Road 
Point Reyes Station, CA 94956 

Stacy Carlsen 
Marin County Agricultural Commissioner 
1682 Novato Blvd. Ste 150A 

" Novato, CA 94947 

DOBC SUP EIS Scoping Comment 

Dear Superintendent Muldoon-: 

STACY K. CARLSEN 

COMMlSSIONERiDJRECTOR 

FRED W. CROWDER 

I am writing these comments in support of and recommend that you 
grant a Special Use Permit to allow Drakes Bay Oyster Company to 
continue its operation in Drakes Estero. 

Economic and Social Impacts Analysis Requested 

It is essential we retain oyster production in Drakes Bay for Economic 
Sustainability and Social Justice. The Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOe) 
plays an important role in the local, regional, and statewide economy. 
DBOF represents 85% of the shellfish growing area in Marin County and 
the SF Bay Area. It produces nearly 40% of the oysters grown in the 
entire State of California. Greater than 500,000 pounds of oyster meat 
per year are produced at DBOC and is the only oyster cannery in 
California to provide shucked product to the Bay'Area. All the shellfish 
grown by DBOF are marketed in Marin County and the SF Bay Area. The 
gross economical value (farm gate) of production exceeds $1.5 million. 
The economic effect due"to jobs, transportation and local business 
services associated with this operation boost this economic value to at 
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least $5.0 million. The loss of this operation would create a product 
demand and trigger importing greater than 38,000 pounds of oysters 
each week from other areas (Seattle, Tokyo, and uncertain locations of 
origin) that would increase overall carbon footprint, inferior product 
substitution, and defeat the principle of local sustainable farm production 
activities. 
Current supply of shell fish is only a few minutes or hours from market 
and consumption . This food is highly regarded by consumers and 
understood to be the highest quality oyster in the Pacific Region. Shellfish 
imported to fill the gap if DBOC was out of business would travel great 
distances increasing the chances for food safety problems, poor quality, 
and product contamination. Any health related event associated with 
imported shellfish could drastically impact the overall support of any of 
our local oyster production due to lack of confidence in food safety. 
Currently Drakes Bay Oyster Company provides hundreds of water 
samples and shellfish meat samples to the California Department of 
Health Services. The testing confirms the safety of the product and the 
information is used by environmental health agencies and the California 
Department of Fish and Game so to regulate and inform the public of 
product safety and presence of dangerous biotoxins. These growing 
waters contain California's only "Approved" status growing area. 
Approved status means that there are no harvest closures due to 
potential pathogens in storm water runoff f0110wing rainfall. This 

;-----------"'--','-"'----ti d-e-Atiftes-the-faet-that-Dfakes-Bay-0yst-er-Farrn-fs-t-he-enfy sheHf-ish-f-arm 
in California with the potentia l of harvesting every day, year round . 
Imported products could increase food safety cost, regulatory 
inspections, increase cost of product, and increase environmental 
impacts. 

Drakes Bay Oyster Company is the second largest employer within the Pt. 
Reyes National Seashore. DBOF employs approximately 35 men and 
women, many of whom live at the farm, working at year round jobs to 
support their families. These families spend money locally, have children 
that attend the local schools and pay local taxes. These working families 
are striving for economic and social status working to improve their lives 
and their children's lives within the community. They are a fabric of our 
society and the loss of any of these jobs would have a tremendous impact 
on their lives and the social fabric of the community where they live. The 
children of these working families attend local schools affecting the 
school income from attendance fees from State agencies. There are also 
many indirectly-related local jobs that are created as a result of oysters 
grown at the DBOC, including jobs at restaurants, markets as well as for 
jobs involved in marketing and distribution of the shellfish. 



DBOF is a major attraction, bringing approximately 50,000 people each 
year to West Marin. These oyster farm visitors spend money locally---at 
restaurants, for lodging and for other local services. Also the high 
demand for locally produced food is consistent with the public call for 
fresh local grown food. 

This EIS must consider the following economic and social impacts: 

• The loss of the majority of the Bay Area's and Marin County's 
shellfish production; impacts on the Lunny Family, local markets 
and restaurants. 

• The impacts to these direct and indirect local jobs, including state 
funding for schools. 

• The impact to the West Marin community if this public attraction no 
longer exists. 

• The social injustice associated with impacts to families and children. 

• The EIS must fully consider all of the economic benefit the local 
community derives from DBOF. 

Environmental Impacts Analysis Requested 

'---___ ~ __ ~-'--_--'-J.u;::...L.Urrent activitieS-peri.ormecLhy D-BO.c-halte sho.w.Jtio-haveJitt1e..or no 

environmental impact on the Drakes Bay aquatic or terrestrial flora or 
fauna. The operation has complied with the strictest guidelines imposed by 
the Pt. Reyes National Seashore. This EIS proce'ss must demonstrate under 
the peer review standard of scientific principles that there are impacts to 
flora and fauna caused by OBOe. This EIS also needs to evaluate the 
environmental benefits from loss of a locally grown seafood source, life 
cycle carbon analysis for importing oyster to fill the product supply lost if 
the DBOC was closed, and the ecological services provided by cultured 
oysters and the adverse affect of removing cultured oysters from the Bay. 

This EIS must consider the following environmental impacts: 

• Ecological services/impacts of oyster production. 

• Sea Lion populations/ecology associated with DBOC activities. 

• Eelgrass abundance associated with DBOC activities. 



Cultural and Historical Impact Analysis Requested 

The State of California has leased the bottomlands in Drakes Estero for 
shellfish cultivation since the 1930's, long before the National Park was 
established. In a historical reflection, the Senate Committee on Interior and 
Insular Affairs held a hearing on April 14, 1960 in Pt. Reyes Station on 
Senate Bill 5.2428 "Bill to establish the Pt. Reyes National Seashore in the 
State of California" which included testimony from then Chief of Recreation 
and Resources Planning (Nat. Park Ser. Reg. 4 - SF Dist. Before there was a 
Superintendent position created) He was quoted to say "Existing 
commercial oyster beds-which we saw yesterday as we flew around there
a very important activity- and a cannery at Drake's Estero, plus three 
existing commercial fisheries, would continue under national Seashore 
status because of their public value" (page 14). 

This value statement is true today as when spoken with certainty on that 
important time. It was spoken because the community was concerned that 
family business activitie.s would be impacted detrimentally by the park 
establishment. The Chief reinforced the commercial activity as essential to 
the local economy. Further support was injected during the hearing from 
the US Department of Interior Reg. 4 land Use Survey by saying liThe oyster 
beds and cannery on Drakes Estero would add recreation and economic 
va ue to t he seashore and shoula continue" (page 1). 

Those statements have given generations of operators in Drakes Estero a 
clear image of the value of the operation in the community and the 
economic benefits derived from the successful oyster culture in the bay. 
There are family commitments and investments made to maintain the 
operations. It is well understood that many jobs are created and associated 
activities generate economic stimulus to the local community. There are 
many that place a high value on purchasing wholesome local food from 
family farmers which is ide!1tified by their reputation for quality products. 

The family that runs the oyster farm are real people, employee real people, 
and plays a role in civic affairs. DBOC gives back to the community and play 
a major role in educating the public on the importance of buying locally 
and sharing their knowledge of the environment and history of agriculture 
and mericulture in the Seashore, through their educational farm tours and 
outreach. The farm serves on many civic Boards and Commissions. 

This EIS must consider the following Cultural and Historical Impacts: 

• The impacts on family and generational transfer of business. 



• Impact on job expectations and family structure. 

• The spoken word and promises from public officials. 

• Community Impact of loosing enjoyment of sustainable food 
systems. 

Now is the time to deal with this issue in a fair manner considering all the 
possible impacts and benefits derived from the best and most reliable 
scientific sources to resolve the question "Should a Special Use Permit for a 
period of ten years for commercial harvesting and processing for shellfish 
be issued by the Park Service to OBOC". My view is the OBOC is a 
sustainable farming system, ~teeped in culture and historical value, and 
plays a major role in job creation and economic stimulus to our community. 
I do not believe the routine activities of OBOC are impacting flora or fauna 
in the Drakes Estero. Please consider the science and make the decision to 
issue the permit. 

~~ 
Stacy carlser 

Marin County Agricultural Commissioner 
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Correspondence: We are residents of Marin County, San Rafael, but have owned property in Stinson Beach for 6 years and look forward to moving to West Marin next year. 
We would like to support the project as we have been long time clients of the oyster company and look forward to their continuing business. As 
environmentally concerned citizens we want to support the continuation of this business. Thank you for the opportunity to comment in this great democracy 
of the USA. We have supported and worked for Marin Organic for years and believe in their mission to support this project.  
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Correspondence: Oysters help clean the water that we pollute with sewage, outboard motor discharges, and a variety of other human contaminants. Drakes Bay Oyster farm 
provides this service to all of us. It is a very environmentally responsible operation run by one of areas long time resident families. The company and its 
founders are highly regarded in the community. The farm is also a significant factor in the local economy and in attracting visitors to the Point Reyes 
National Seashore. I strongly urge the Secretary of the Interior and the National Park Service to approve a Special Use Permit that allows Drakes Bay Oyster 
Company to continue its excellent operations.  
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Correspondence: I believe in marrying the preservation of our environment and all of its creatures with the ability of conscientious business. I worked for years as a U.S. F. S. 
volunteer maintaining trails, clearing campsites too close to water, and even helping a burned camper get to safety. In that time, I discovered that those who 
don't polarize but find ways to make win/win situations can create opportunities out of environmental concerns. The Drake's Bay Family Farm and its oyster 
operation in my old stomping grounds in Point Reyes is just such an opportunity. They require that the water be clean and fresh for the oysters. This is 
beneficial to all of the other creatures in the area. While I appreciate the need to limit the damage that we as humans do to our environment, this is not one of 
those moments. I urge you to reconsider what is needed to protect our seashore, its creatures, and also help business owners everywhere realize that they can 
create a successful business that promotes a healthy environment.  
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Correspondence: Please give this oyster farm a renewable Special Use Permit, which will allow Drakes Bay Family Farm to make necessary building repairs and/or 
replacements.  

Tis is the last operating oyster cannery in the State with a continuing long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation. It is a model of sustainable fishery and 
sustainable agriculture and fishing practices is what we all are trying to encourage in this country; not discourage.  

Furthermore, they are the largest sampler of marine biotoxin data used by CDFG in making public health determinations.  

Thank you.  

Sincerely, Elizabeth Sarah Bearden  
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Correspondence: The issues I would like to see addressed in the EIS process include:  

1) The background information the terms of the lease. Were the grounds of the lease clear and the intention by the NPS to not renew the lease after 
November 2012 made known? 2) If the park service was clear about not having intentions of renewing the lease, I believe that the economic impacts 
associated with moving forward with full knowledge of the expiration be the burden of the commercial operation. 3) Past behavior or non-compliance of the 
permittee. This record should be made public and be evaluated in the overall socio-economic impact analysis. The ability of this commercial business to 
work within the framework of regulations by the state and the federal government should be taken in to consideration. 4) Why does this commercial oyster 
industry have to take place in a National Park? Could this facility be relocated outside the park so the persons who desire oysters can obtain them locally, but 
not necessarily in an area that has high value habitat for a multitude of species. 5) If this lease were to be extended, considering the entire picture, would this 
activity be counter to National Park Service policy? If so, what impact does that have when people from around the country are learning from this event? 6) 
The opportunity to have a protected estuary be included as part of the Marine Protected Area (MPA) would be excellent. I'd like to see a study evaluate the 
value of having an unmanipulated estuary within the highest level of protection in the MPA. 7) Has there been a careful evaluation of the potential for the 
commercial oyster operation to introduce invasive organisms when the oyster seed is shipped in from another part of the country? If there is potential, then 
how would this process be carefully and routinely monitored and who would pay for a non-biased inspection process? What would happen in a worst case 
scenario and is the risk worth it? And if the worst case scenario were to occur where would the funding come from to deal with the invasion (who would be 
liable for the clean-up --- tax payers or the commercial operation?). And ultimately if the clean-up was infeasible what resources would be lost? 8) If there is 
an economic impact by closing down the oyster commercial operation within Point Reyes NS ? are there other opportunities outside the seashore that could 
provide a similar type of operation? And, if this is feasible, then the economic impact claimed by the commercial operator, should take this into 
consideration. Also, the opportunity for the employees to find jobs in other like industries around Tomales Bay. 9) Could the story of oyster industry be told 
through the use of external facilities ? external to an area that is slated to become Wilderness. 10) The claim that oysters are bringing food to the masses 
seems off-base. It is considered more of a luxury food. And their importation of seed from other countries and from other states is also part of the footprint of 
this company. If the concept is considered it should reflect the entire footprint of the company. 11) The million-dollar operation's economic ties to external 
funding sources ? including the commercial fishing industry should be factored into the economic package. Unless you have this and a clear understanding of 
the payroll and the parties involved, it would be difficult to determine the overall economic impact. 12) What is the impact this type of dilemma has on the 
ability of the park to manage permitees using best management practices? Will this effect the enforcement of NPS policy in the seashore and across NPS 
lands? If agencies are overruled when it comes to establishing clear permittee conditions the underlying relationship and ability to manage is threatened. The 
impact to this less-tangible, but potentially undermining element is very important to examine.  
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Correspondence: Re: Drakes Bay Oyster Co--please allow them to continue their farming! They're a wonderful small addition to our local fare, and represent an important 
part of the local cuisine! Thanks!  
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Correspondence: Please move forward quickly to ensure full wilderness status for Drakes Estero. The will of the US Congress is clear. There is no place for a commercial 
farming of non-native species in a wilderness area. The shellfish mariculture is especially unsuitable for a national park, because it substitutes alien species 
of oyster and clam, and inadvertently introduces other non-native commensal species, rather than truly restoring natural reefs of native species. It is the 
responsibility of the National Park Service, as mandated by laws and policies, to protect and preserve the indigenous flora and fauna. Oyster reefs will be an 
essential part of the restoration of the wilderness, and the National Park Service must move forward in planning the return of native oysters to Drakes Estero. 
Aquaculture of non-native species is no substitute for restoring native oyster reefs, to re-establish a diverse native fauna and re-establish the full range of 
ecosystem services.  
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Correspondence: Park Superintendent Point Reyes National Seashore  

I am writing to ask you to renew the DBOC special use permit when it comes due. That facility was in operation before people dreamed of a National 



Seashore. The NPS has captured local history extremely well in the NPS System over the years. In your new permit to DBOC you should require upgrading 
elements that would enhance its appearance and bring it up to NPS standards.  

In order to keep this historic unit out of Wilderness, I propose you draw a circle on the map a around the facility; Then draw a line paralleling the road out of 
the area. I imagine this could be done in the NPS final plan or by the House Committee that handles natural resources.  

The DBOC is a cultural resource that will be enjoyed by distant visitors and local Marin-Sonoma residents.  

Sincerely, /s/ Gerald Gause  
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Correspondence: I lived in California for over two years and had the opportunity to visit Point Reyes National Seashore several times. It is one of the magnificent areas of 
California. Being wild enhances its beauty and makes it more desirable.  

There are so many things I could say, but the bottom line is as plain as I can make it. National park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not 
private commercial use.  
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Correspondence: Please issue a Special Use Permit for a period of 10 years to Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  
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Correspondence: The Point Reyes National Seashore was created with leases for the agricultural and aqua-cultural operations within the Seashore. I assume that the Park has 
been planning from the start on what would happen when these leases ran out. When the lease for the oyster farm on Drake's Estero was about to expire, the 
Park administration should have just proclaimed "Hallelujah, our time has come!" But instead of relying on Park policy and the law, Park administrators 
tried to duck responsibility for their decisions. Instead there were several studies done and dubious claims made that the oyster farming operation was having 
a major impact on the Drake's Estero environment and therefore must go.  

It didn't require any study to know that any human activities will have some impact on an environment, but even from casual observations it was obvious that 
there hadn't been any extreme impact on the Drake's Estero environment from the oyster farming operations either. No matter how many studies are done, at 
some point some person(s) have to make a policy decision about how much impact is acceptable. Some people have characterized the NPS studies of Drake's 
Estero to be "junk science," but there is nothing wrong with the studies themselves, but unless there had been an identical "control" environment without an 
oyster farming operation for comparison, any conclusions about the environmental impact of the oyster farming operation on Drake's Estero is nothing more 
than speculation. This is and always has been a policy decision, not a scientific one.  

Drake's Estero is a very rare and special environment, especially considering its proximity to a major urban area. For that reason alone, I feel every attempt 
should be made to preserve it in as close to its natural state as possible. I don't consider this as "wilderness," but I don't have any problem with the NPS 
calling it as such if that would qualify it for funding and legal protections.  

The present owners of the oyster farm took a big gamble when they purchased the operation a few years ago and subsequently made improvements there, 
knowing that the lease was about to expire. If they need to discontinue their business or move their operations elsewhere (such as to Tomales Bay), that is 
unfortunate. Drake's Estero can't be moved or replicated.  

One more thing: In anticipation of global warming and the resulting climate changes and rising sea levels, all of this may soon be moot. Where Drake's 
Estero now is may soon be part of the Pacific Ocean, and perhaps there may be a new estero farther inland.  
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Correspondence: To Whom it May Concern;  

I am interested in having the following included in the NEPA review of the Drake's Bay Oyster Co. :  

-The social implications of having a private for profit enterprise within the boundaries of a wilderness (designated) area of a national park  

-The precedent setting implications of allowing private companies to set up shop in a national park  

-The impacts of human activities on the flora and fauna surrounding the oyster company  

I have had the privilege over many years of enjoying and spending time in many of our national parks and wilderness areas. I feel the evaluation of this 
particular topic is of crucial importance as it may set policy throughout the country. I hope that the study is careful and thorough with attention to the long 
range implications of the final decisions.  

Thank you.  

Sincerely, Barbara Gaman  
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Correspondence: We were unable to attend any of the Scoping Meetings related to the permit extension requested by Drake's Bay Oyster Company (DBOC), but wish to 
register our views through this statement.  

We urge Secretary Salazar to deny any permit extension for the DBOC beyond 2012. Drake's Estero is the only estuary on the west coast designated as 
wilderness by the Congress. The Estero is home to several endangered plants and animals and serves as a critical bird and harbor seal habitat. As we 
understand it, Mr. Lunny purchased the oyster company knowing full well that his permit would expire in 2012, not to be renewed due to the wilderness 
designation. We are alarmed that he has been able to get this far in trying to change the conditions under which he completed his purchase. Operation of this 
business, which we feel is not critical to anything, is inconsistent with National Park goals and policies and could set a dangerous precedent for other public 
wilderness lands.  

In addition, based on our understanding of research on the estero undertaken by NPS and others to date, there is at least a good possibility that operations of 
the oyster company impact the harbor seal community negatively. We understand that questions have been raised about this research, but it seems 
abundantly clear that there is at least a possibility that negative impacts exist. In a wilderness area that possibility should be enough to keep agricultural 
harvesting businesses, no matter how "sustainable," out of the area. This seems especially obvious in view of the fact that oyster harvesting in nearby 
Tomales Bay has been practiced without controversy, and will continue regardless of the decision on DBOC.  

Finally, we worry deeply that if DBOC is given an extended lease, this action will set a precedent that could result in private, for profit commercial 
enterprises applying for and receiving permits to operate in other protected public lands across the United States.  

Thank you very much for your consideration of our views.  

Sincerely,  

Tim and Sherry Stanton  
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Correspondence: Dear Superintendent,  

I am writing to you to encourage you to support a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm (aka: Drakes Bay Oyster Company), the 



site of the last operating oyster cannery in the state of California.  

In the first place I would like to briefly address economic benefits of the DBOC. The oyster farm not only benefits the local area of Marin and Sonoma 
Counties, but rather the entire state. The Lunny Family provides jobs and affordable housing. The employees in turn spend the money they earn in the local 
market. The state benefits from the sales taxes and income taxes paid by the employees and from the profits of the oyster sales. In a time of declining 
employment, it seems only logical that every person should be working to maintain opportunities for employment. The Lunny Family and the employees of 
the Lunny family are producing a positive monetary impact on the local area and the state as a whole. Without the DBOC, that positive would immdiately 
become a negative monetary impact through the loss of taxes and the resulting need to provide unemployment benefits.  

Secondly, I would also encourage a consideration of the many positive environmental benefits from the farming of oysters in particular and those of shellfish 
in general. In the interest of brevity, I am only addressing a few of the benefits. In the ecosystem mature oysters filter the waters in which they live, thus 
providing a cleaner environment for other plants & animals that share these waters. The increased eelgrass growth provides nourishment to many of the same 
inhabitants of the estuary. If DBOC did not exist, the oysters would have to be imported to the San Francisco Bay Area fom other parts of the state and the 
country, thus increasing the carbon footprint.  

In closing I would like to express that the loss of the DBOC would definitely have a negative effect in both an economic and environmental manner.  

Sincerely,  

Karen Carsey  
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Correspondence: We are both regular customers of Drakes Bay oysters and regular hikers in the Drakes Bay Estero area. We strongly support the renewal of the special use 
concession to the Oyster farm. Point Reyes combination of natural preservation with sensitive agricultural activity is unique and should be maintained. 
Drakes Bay Oysters provides us with a safe and local form of the food we love to eat and from our observation they are good custodians of the land. In 
addition, they advocate for protection of the area and help the public maintain awareness of this unique coastal preserve in California. Please grant them the 
ability to continue to farm in this area.  

Michael and Kristen  
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Correspondence: With regard to the Drake's Bay Oyster Company DEIS,  

I have watched this operation over the past 40-odd years as a long-term resident of Marin. I have worked over that time with many local, regional and 
national environmental non-profit groups and governmental agencies, primarily in the areas of coastal habitat protections and water quality.  

There are two main areas that need redress in the DEIS that concern:  

1. The impacts on national policy related to the designation, definition, protection, operation, maintenance and long-term viability of statutory "wilderness 
areas;"  

2. The impacts on local communities from the standpoints of food production, employment, cultural and recreational resources, and--of critical importance--
the relationship between these communities and the National Park Service.  

The unfortunate recent history of the DBOC has created deep divides within the local community. Many of us have given our wholehearted support to the 
staff and administration of the NPS, while at the same time suffering some confusion about the actual status of the wilderness designation and the 
implications for a "historic" use of Drake's Bay. This situation has risen to the level of recent Congressional action sponsored by Senator Diane Feinstein, 
which I believe may have clarified the administrative procedures involved in extension of the use permit for DBOC operations.  

Unfortunately, the public believes that good "science" will inevitably lead to full and accurate truths, but in fact this view is something of a myth. In my 
view, this issue is not about science as much as it is about the politics of the advocates and opponents of the permit extension.  

In point of fact, oysters are not an essential food product in the same sense as livestock, dairy, produce and fiber. This particular food product is a luxury 
item for those who can afford the premium prices, just like boutique wines. We can do nicely without either product in terms of basic subsistence. Is there 



any species that is dependent on commercially grown oysters?  

Are those unskilled and semi-skilled jobs essential? How many of the employees of DBOC can afford seafood at the market rates? Do those jobs actually 
attract additional low-skilled populations into communities that boast very high costs of living? What are the impacts on social services, commuting patterns 
from distant communities? Is there on-site employee housing that would offset some of these impacts?  

As for the "wilderness designation," it is a matter of how it is defined. Is it "sanctuary?" Is it a visual preserve, a place devoid of human contact or influence, 
or merely and administrative guideline?  

I submit there is no true wilderness left on the planet when you look at the global context of climate change and sea level rise, aerial deposition of 
contaminants, point and non-point source water contaminants, genetic adaptations to modern human factors, invasive species, natural species adaptations, 
historic non-European human uses, air craft overflights, noise and pollution, recreational and commercial uses, military operations, etc.  

So, the question rests on desired outcomes in particular contexts (local and national) and time frames. We cannot predict the exact timing of sea level rise, 
but to some extent we can understand the current levels of acidification, nutrient and sedimentation fluxes, temperature variations, invasive pathogens, etc, 
but we cannot predict the success of a species over a long period of time just as we cannot predict substantive changes to the genomes of any particular 
species or ecology or food chain. Some recent science suggest that ocean acidification could have a profound adverse effect on shellfish, for example. While 
these issues and questions may not be of central concern to this process, they to point to a very difficult context in which to make evaluations and policy 
decisions.  

Given the difficult state of government finances at all levels, I would like to suggest that if the permit is extended that it might make sense--as national 
policy--that any such commercial operations within federal jurisdictions and public trust resources be required to contribute a percentage of gross profits to a 
conservation and maintenance fund for the enduring protection of local and national resources, such as the Point Reyes Seashore and adjacent state and 
federal parks and wetlands.  

I have witnessed much of the local upheaval over DBOC and I am still dismayed by the manner in which these issues have played out within the community. 
Back in 2005 at a political fundraiser, Rep Lynn Woolsey's aide Tom Roth asked me what i thought should be done with DBOC. (I'd taken Lynn there on an 
afternoon BBQ jaunt in 1970) I was of many minds then, but my questions were never completely answered.  

Tom Yarish  
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Correspondence: First, thank you for this opportunity to comment. I believe that business in and around the Point Reyes National Seashore is a part of the current culture. Why 
do some people only want to recognize past cultures? There have been many cultures in this area for many years, and the current culture of business people, 
and residents, deserve to have their needs recognized as well as those of the past. Time is fluid, and continously moving. You cannot go backwards in time, 
and try to bring back the way things were two or three hundred years ago. Oyster business's have flurished in other parts of this country, as well as in other 
countries for centuries. There is no logical reason to prohibit an oyster business from operating here. I am in support of the Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  
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Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern: I strongly support the granting of a renewable special use permit for Drake's Bay Oyster Farm for a number of reasons. 1. Our 
population requires that we utilize resources to provide sustenance for ourselves and the best possible situation when it comes to resources that have to do 
with food production are those ecological systems that do not require any inputs including fertilizer, antibiotics and/or pesticides or any other environmental 
harmful products. Drakes Bay Oyster farm is the epitome of an agricultural model that has the lowest possible impact on the environment, the lowest 
possible carbon foot print and makes use of a completely natural and renewable resource. The National Park Service should be celebrating Drakes Bay 
Oyster Farm and not doing its best to undermine it by any means necessary.  

2. The concept of wilderness is noble but our North American continent hasn't been "human free" for at least 10,000 years. We don't have any idea what it 
looked like or what kind of ecological balances were in place before those first "native Americans" arrived at the end of the last ice age. And to leave the 
cattle ranches that surround the Drakes Bay Estero is so hypocritical, its unbelievable! Its time for the national Park Service to modify its "wilderness" label 
for places that allow any people to enter in the first place! (I'm guessing there is no plan to reduce tourist traffic through the park, the activities of which are 
orders of magnitude greater than the dozen or so people who work at the Oyster Farm).  

3. Carbon footprint is important! We here in Marin and the SF bay area should be taking advantage of our local resource base in the most environmentally 
method possible. Drakes Bay oyster farm is the role-model of sustainable, low carbon foot print, locally produced, organic business we could hope for! They 
should be given free permits, financial support by the NPS, and generally supported in all matters of their operation.  

4. Each of these areas needs to be analyzed with regard to both short term and long term costs and benefits. Though it may seem like a good idea to evict this 
long running, local operation, when weighed against the benefit it brings to our community, the fact that it is a model citizen when it comes to 



environmentally responsible businesses, the fact that they are producing food and jobs for our local community, the fact that they are NOT harming wildlife 
according to the Park Services own data sample (which they hid and lied about!) overwhelmingly suggests that the Oyster Farm should be allowed to 
continue operations FOREVER!!.. That's the whole idea of a renewable resource base! Is that it lasts forever when harnessed within the bounds of natures 
balances!  
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Correspondence: For the last several years the National Park Service has conducted a devious and malicious campaign to close Drakes Bay Oyster Company by impugning the 
management, the practices and the employees. It has now been shown that this campaign has involved false allegations, crooked science, covert 
sureveillance and distorted data.  

For years NPS has stoutly maintained that DBOC employees in their boats were disturbing harbor seals and causing a decline in seal population. A report on 
seal disturbances 1997 to 2007 was presented for NPS by scientific advisers Ben Becker and Sarah Allen, a report which was subsequently discredited by a 
comparison with DBOC logs of boat movements. It was later disclosed (only through Freedom of Information Act demands) that NPS had been secretly 
photographing movement on the Estero, and that these photos demonstrated that DBOC had not been responsible for any seal disturbances. NPS had tried to 
keep the existence of these cameras secret, knew that the photos supported the Oyster Company position and deliberately suppressed the information. Becker 
and Allen never owned up to the fact that, as the photos proved, their report was knowingly and patently false.  

There is no doubt that exposure of this malfeasance has brought grave discredit to the image of NPS. It is to be hoped that new management in PRNS will 
immediately change course and start providing fair and impartial leadership in the matter of the lease renewal of Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  

I trust that these comments will be carefully analyzed.  

As for the matter now in hand, I strongly support the case for a renewable special use permit for DBOC. The facts are that:  

Oysters have been farmed here for centuries, by the Coastal Miwok before us.  

They are one of the most healthy foods available.  

We need sustainable agriculture in Marin.  

The oysters provide a beneficial form of aquaculture which needs no fertilizers, is self perpetuating, and is ecologically friendly.  

The argument about turning everything back into wilderness in PRNS is misguided nonsense and is not mandated by any relevant legal requirement.  

If we don't have oysters in Drakes Bay they will have to be imported from overseas.  

Drakes Bay Oyster Company provides jobs and housing for several families - and oysters for thousands of customers in the Bay Area.  

The continuous filtering habits of oysters keep the Estero clean.  

Drakes Bay Oyster Company under management of the Lunny's has cleaned up the estero shore and proven a good steward of the land. We need to renew 
their lease to allow the operation to continue and further clean up and deferred maintenance to be undertaken.  
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Correspondence: As a resident of Marin County and a frequent visitor to Point Reyes National Seashore, I would like to express my strong support for a renewable Special 
Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

As someone who grew up in Germany (as an American citizen), the castles and historic bridges of my United States have always been its parks, the vast 
wilderness which has not existed in Europe for thousands of years. Wilderness, however, is not an exercise in extracting people from the land and letting 
nature evolve in an unimpeded habitat, but learning how we humans can co-exist with nature so that both man and nature can benefit. The actions taken by 
the National Park Service against extending the operation of Drakes Bay Oyster Company are an example of misguided thinking.  

I would therefore like you to consider the following issues:  



1. Man, even before the beginning of the oyster operation at Drakes Bay, has been using the Estuary for food for centuries. Heidelberg, Germany, doesn't 
bulldoze its castle in order to restore the hillside. Why would the Park Service destroy the human farming in the estuary that has existed there for a long time 
(not just the Oyster Company)? Please explain what cultural and historic value you believe would be lost by eliminating Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  

2. Drakes Bay Oyster Company, under the ownership of the Lunny family, appears to have taken on the responsibility of operating sustainably within the 
Estuary. I have heard claims that the oyster operation has beneficial effects to the estuary, particularly in terms of cleaning particulate matter that might result 
from resident cattle farming operations. Has the National Park Service clearly studied the negative effects of removing the oyster operation from Drakes 
Bay? When nature has achieved a healthy balance and no evidence links the oyster operation to any harmful effects, why would the NPS advocate removing 
DBOC without studying the potential negative impacts? I hear stories of how the native Americans used to manage the forests of Yosemite and how our 
philosophy of wilderness management has increased the risks of fire danger and I can't help but wonder whether we are creating a misguided concept of 
wilderness again. Are you willing to accept higher levels of organic materials in the estuary if it turns out that eliminating the oyster operation leads to higher 
levels? Or will you then seek to find the source of the organic materials, potentially the ranching operations, and eliminate those from PRNS as well? Please 
clarify clearly how you view potential outcomes from any decision to eliminate DBOC.  

3. Drakes Bay Oyster Company produces a substantial amount of food in a very efficient manner. Has the NPS considered the environmental impact of 
substituting the production of DBOC? The estuary is unique as a source of oysters. Both in terms of quality and year-round availability the estuary rewards 
our community and the state with a food source that cannot be replicated. Could you please provide us with your cost-benefit analysis in replacing this food 
source with another? I think it is important that, even if the cost in certain terms is higher than the benefit, the public be informed as to the trade-off and that 
the NPS demonstrate that it has taken the food production issue into consideration.  

4. Point Reyes and Marin is becoming a destination for people who value local organic food. Drakes Bay Oyster Company is a valued member of that 
community, attracting tourists to its facility, extolling the virtues of our environment, and expressing the uniqueness of our environment through the quality 
of its product. No product can as directly express the flavor and uniqueness of our seashore and Marin as Drakes Bay Oyster Company. What value does the 
National Park Service see in this? Does the NPS weigh an artificial wilderness, one devoid of man and his cultivation, as a greater good?  

The National Park Service should not only preserve our forests and seashores, but also be a role model for how man can sustainably co-exist with its 
environment. Our environment is unique not because it is hidden and inaccessible, but because every person, no matter their income level or ethnicity, can 
enjoy in its marvels. Drakes Bay Oyster Company should become a poster company for the NPS, not its whipping boy. Perhaps you could direct your 
considerable energy and talent to this effort, after granting a renewable Special Use Permit to Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  

Sincerely,  

Richard F. Hoskins  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3588 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Lyman, Eleanor  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,20,2010 21:43:30 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: To whom it may concern:  

Drakes Bay Oyster Company is an excellent local food source that serves all of us. It is very important to maintain our safe, local food supply.  

Shellfish cultivation is a nourishing, high protein source of food. The hatcheries in the Northwest are having problems with corrosive waters with low PH 
and are in decline. The BP oil spill has devastated shellfish cultivation on the Gulf Coast for a long time to come.  

Since the NOAA have restricted fishing along our coastline many of our local fishermen have gone out of business and there is a decline in the ready 
availability of fish for people to eat anymore.  

Also at this time when food safety is a major issue in America it is very important to support and promote small, local aquaculture and agricultural 
businesses that are managed in a sustainable way with care for the environment. Drakes Bay Oyster Company is an example of this.  

The oysters filter Drake's Estero's waters helping maintain its quality. It is good for the health of the Estero and for feeding us too as well as the visiting 
public to the National Seashore.  

We should be encouraging and promoting small businesses that are doing things right within and without the Park domains.  

We are at risk of losing this important food for human health and survival.  

Please save this safe, nourishing food source and allow the Drakes Bay Oyster Company to continue past 2012 indefinitely.  

Sincerely,  

Eleanor Lyman  

 
Correspondence 3589 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 



ID: 
Name: Brast, Dave  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,20,2010 22:32:03 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: This submission is in support of a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  

In examining the impact of the DBOC operation on the ecology of Drakes Estero, please take into account what I calculate to be the 263,520 photos of the 
estero taken by the National Park Service over three recent consecutive seal pupping seasons. Also please take into account the logs of these photos written 
by volunteers for the NPS.  

To my understanding the photos and logs show that the only disturbance to the seals was due to kayakers and never to DBOC oyster boats or personnel. In 
the case of a small number of those photos where Park officials and others claim DBOC was responsible for disturbance to the seals, please take into account 
the relevant comments of Dr. Corey S. Goodman to the contrary. These comments of Dr. Goodman can be heard, and the accompanying visual presentation 
viewed, at http://www.youtube.com/coreysgoodman  
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Correspondence: MARIN COUNTY FARM BUREAU P.O. Box 219, Pt. Reyes, CA 94956  

November 3, 2010  

DBOC SUP EIS c/o Superintendant Muldoon Point Reyes National Seashore 1 Bear Valley Road Point Reyes Station, Ca. 94956  

The Marin County Farm Bureau appreciates this opportunity to comment on the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to evaluate the potential issuance of a Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company in the Point Reyes National 
Seashore. Marin County Farm Bureau works for the solution of the problems of the farm, the farm home and the rural community, by use of the recognized 
advantages of organized action, to the end that those engaged in the various branches of agriculture may have opportunity for happiness and prosperity in 
their chosen work. We represent, protect and advance the social, economic and educational interests of the farmers of Marin.  

The EIS will clearly evaluate all the impacts to the environment. But we believe there are additional impacts that must be included in this report.  

First of all, it is imperative that the process used in creating this EIS be fair and unbiased in any way. There have been many contentious claims over the past 
several years and those should not be allowed to affect the integrity of the EIS. Whoever is completing the EIS should be neutral on whether or not the 
Special Use Permit should be issued. This is very important to protect the integrity of the document.  

Second, there are a number of socioeconomic issues to be considered. 1. Drakes Bay employs 35 workers who are all an important part of our local 
economy. Their jobs and the impact of those jobs need to be a part of this EIS. 2. Drakes Bay produces approximately 40 % of all the shellfish produced in 
California. Where would this production move to? Will this production be allowed elsewhere on our Coast? And how would that production affect another 
part of our coastline? It may be more detrimental to create new oyster beds elsewhere than continue the use of the existing ones we already have. 3. The EIS 
should also consider all the improvements made to the buildings when the lease changed hands. There were many jobs created for contractors, plumbers, 
electricians, etc?This benefitted our local economy and also greatly enhanced the visual aspect of DBOC. 4. The social impact of DBOC on the entire 
agricultural community. DBOC has for many years been part of our community.  

Third, it is a must that the EIS stick strictly to the facts. There have been many falsehoods thrown out publicly that claim the DBOC must cease to operate 
according to the Wilderness Act on November 30, 2012. This is untrue; nowhere in the Wilderness Act does it say this. DBOC is part of the 8,003 acres that 
is listed as "potential wilderness". And nowhere does it state that this land must convert to full wilderness status on November 30, 20112. What it does say 
pursuant to Section 124 of Public Law 111-88 is "the Secretary of Interor has the discretionary authority to issue a special use permit for a period of 10 years 
to Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC) for shellfish operations at Point Reyes National Seashore. In addition, a great deal of untrue scientific data has been 
published with regards to the harbor seals. The National Academy of Science has found that information to be false and it should not be part of the EIS or 
have any influence on the EIS.  

Fourth, the positive environmental impacts must be accurately recognized. Oysters improve water quality; their filtering systems remove excess nutrients and 
particulate matter from the water.  

The Marin County Farm Bureau supports the issuance of a renewable Special Use Permit. Thank you again for this opportunity.  

Regards,  

Dominic Grossi President Marin County Farm Bureau  

CC: Senator Dianne Feinstein Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey  



MARIN COUNTY FARM BUREAU 
520 MESA ROAD. POINT REYES. CA 94956 . PHONE (415) 663-1231' FAX (415) 663-1141 

November 3,2010 

DBOC SUP EIS c/o Superintendant Muldoon 
Point Reyes National Seashore 
1 Bear Valley Road 
Point Reyes Station, Ca. 94956 

The Marin County Farm Bureau appreciates this opportunity to comment on the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEP A) to 
evaluate the potential issuance of a Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company in the 
Point Reyes National Seashore. Marin County Farm Bureau works for the solution of the 
problems of the farm, the farm home and the rural community, by use of the recognized 
advantages of organized action, to the end that those engaged in the various branches of 
agriculture may have opportunity for happiness and prosperity in their chosen work. We 
represent, protect and advance the social, economic and educational interests of the farmers of 
Marin. 

The EIS will clearly evaluate all the impacts to the environment. But we believe there are 
additional impacts that must be included in this report. 

First of all, it is imperative that the process used in creating this EIS be fair and unbiased in any 
way. There have been many contentious claims over the past several years and those should not 
be allowed to affect the integrity of the EIS. Whoever is completing the EIS should be neutral 
on whether or not the Special Use Permit should be issued. This is very important to protect the 
integrity of the document. 

Second, there are a number of socioeconomic issues to be considered. 
1. Drakes Bay employs 35 workers who are all an important part of our local economy. 

Their jobs and the impact of those jobs need to be a part of this EIS. 
2. Drakes Bay produces approximately 40 % of all the shellfish produced in California. 

Where would this production move to? Will this production be allowed elsewhere on our 
Coast? And how would that production affect another part of our coastline? It may be 
more detrimental to create new oyster beds elsewhere than continue the use of the existing 
ones we already have. 

3. The EIS should also consider all the improvements made to the buildings when the lease 
changed hands. There were many jobs created for contractors, plumbers, electricians, 
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MARIN COUNTY FARM BUREAU 
520 MESA ROAD. POINT REYES. CA 94956 . PHONE (415) 663-1231 . FAX (415) 663-1141 

Etc ... This benefitted our local economy and also greatly enhanced the visual aspect of 
DBOC. 
4. The social impact ofDBOC on the entire agricultural community. DBOC has for many 

years been part of our community. 

Third, it is a must that the EIS stick strictly to the facts. There have been many falsehoods 
thrown out publicly that claim the DBOC must cease to operate according to the Wilderness Act 
on November 30, 2012. This is untrue; nowhere in the Wilderness Act does it say this. DBOC is 
part of the 8,003 acres that is listed as "potential wilderness". And nowhere does it state that 
this land must convert to full wilderness status on November 30, 20112. What it does say 
pursuant to Section 124 of Public Law 111-88 is "the Secretary of Interor has the discretionary 
authority to issue a special use permit for a period of 10 years to Drakes Bay Oyster Company 
(DBOC) for shellfish operations at Point Reyes National Seashore. 
In addition, a great deal of untrue scientific data has been published with regards to the harbor 
seals. The National Academy of Science has found that information to be false and it should not 
be part of the EIS or have any influence on the EIS. 

Fourth, the positive environmental impacts must be accurately recognized. Oysters improve 
water quality; their filtering systems remove excess nutrients and particulate matter from the 
water. 

The Marin County Farm Bureau supports the issuance of a renewable Special Use Permit. 
Thank you again for this opportunity. 

Regards, 5(. 

C/)~/~' 
Dominic Grossi 
President 
Marin County Farm Bureau 

CC: Senator Dianne Feinstein 
Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey 
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Correspondence: Greetings and Well Wishes,  

Like most of us, I am an average citizen that is concerned with our environment and keeping it (and us) as healthy as possible.  

I receive many e-mail newsletters from environmental groups that call into question the safety and necessity of many projects like yours.  

Most of us are sincere people, and just want to be sure that our lives (and the wildlife and environment) are safe and protected as we gain our 
conveniences and increased food supply.  

Thanks very much for your time and consideration.  

Respectfully, Al J. Verdini  
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Correspondence: To whom it may concern,  

I moved to San Francisco from Tokyo a year ago, and I've been discovering so many beautiful nature and wildlife in the bay area. What a great place I 
moved in.  

I went to Drakes Bay Oysters Farm the other day, and I really enjoyed the natural way of farming the oysters. I've heard that it might be close down in 
2012. I personally love the small family business which don't exist much anymore in my country Japan. I really hope the farm can stay.  

Best Regards,  
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Correspondence: November 19, 2010  

John and Cela O'Connor  

DBOC SUP EIS c/o Superintendent Point Reyes National Seashore 1 Bear Valley Road Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  

Mr. Secretary and PRNS Superintendent: Drakes Estero is the last rural, relatively undeveloped, recoverable, publicly owned, government regulated estuary 
on the California coast. This is California's last one, there aren't any more. All of California's other coastal estuaries have been developed.  

A commercial oyster operation such as DBOC is not beneficial ecologically to Drakes Estero. This operation could be transferred to Tomales Bay to 
available oyster lease areas to mitigate any socioeconomic impacts to maintaining the closure date of 2012.  

Nonnative oysters, clams and other introduced invertebrate species drastically change the estuary's water environment. These introduced invertebrates strip 
the water column of food sources that should be feeding native invertebrate species. Many of the native invertebrates function as the food source for native 
and migrating fish, birds and animals that frequent Drakes Estero.  

In order to evaluate the most beneficial use beyond 2012 of Drakes Estero in light of the "National Park Service Mission", the scope of the NEPA/EIS 
should detail and analyze both the impacts of the presence of the introduced oyster (spat to harvestable maturity) and all aspects of the oyster production's 



impacts to:  

1) all native benthic communities, both vertebrate and invertebrate; 2) resident and migratory marine and fresh water mammal populations; 3) resident and 
migratory fish populations; 4) resident and migratory bird populations; 5) the food chain; 6) tidal plankton, basis of food chain; 7) transport of disease or 
infection to native species; 8) transport of sediment;  

This last, restorable, relatively undeveloped estuary is much too valuable to the public restored to its natural state to be treated as a political football. This 
restoration should not be delayed by extending the lease to DBOC beyond the existing expiration date of November 30, 2012. Please end the 
commercialization of Drakes Estero in 2012 as was planned in 1976 so that the estuary can be administratively designated as full Wilderness and managed 
as such.  

Sincerely,  

John O'Connor and Cela O'Connor  

PS/ For over 60 years I have recreationally enjoyed and observed Drakes Estero on foot or horseback. John O'Connor We attended the October 26, 2010 
public meeting in Pt. Reyes. We have lived in Bolinas adjacent to PRNS on Hwy 1 since 1965.  
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Correspondence: REGARDING: The Secretary of the Interior's discretionary authority to issue a Special Use Permit for a period of 10 years to Drakes Bay Oyster Company 
(DBOC) for commercial harvesting and processing of shellfish at Point Reyes National Seashore. The existing Reservation of Use and Occupancy and 
associated Special Use Permit held by DBOC expires on November 30, 2012. DBOC has submitted a request for the issuance of a new permit upon 
expiration of the existing permit.  

PROJECT OBJECTIVES:  

?Manage natural and cultural resources to support their maximum protection, restoration, and preservation.  

?Manage wilderness and potential wilderness areas to preserve the character and qualities for which they were designated.  

?Engage a broad spectrum of the public and relevant agencies in the NEPA process.  

REQUESTED ACTION:  

The top priorities in your decision-making should be to provide maximum protection of wilderness resources and give full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. This is a request for you to prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision for Point Reyes National Seashore over ANY 
commercial interest. Commercial interests should never, never, never take precedence over natural habitat protection.  

The national parks are for the preservation of plants and animals and in providing recreation for people, NOT FOR anyone's private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Sunday, November 21, 2010  

Dear National Park Service Staff:  

I am writing today in favor of renewing the permit for Drake's Bay Oyster Farm. I have been a customer of the Farm for some fifteen years now, and have 
always been treated with respect and have enjoyed their tasty oysters.  

From my understanding, oysters clean water by trapping impurities in the water; therefore, the Oyster Farm helps keep Drake's Estuary water purity high.  

The Farm provides jobs for locals, who may not have much opportunity for local work in this rural area.  



The Farm provides needed dollars for the local economy in Western Marin County.  

Finally, the Oyster Farm was an established concern before the Point Reyes National Park was created. To me, it seems unfair for the Park Service to force 
the Oyster Farm to close its doors.  

Please consider keeping Drake's Oyster Farm open.  

Thank you,  

Steven Casmer  
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Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern:  

I am very much in favor of "keeping it wild" or in this case, bringing the wild back. The Point Reyes Natl Seashore is a rare example of (for the most part) 
conservation done right. Rather than fold to an anti-environmental, business-first economics, where the marketplace trumps all, we, in Marin, should lead the 
way for a new kind of environmentalism. It would be devastating to see an individual's personal greed win out over the future safety of the Drake's Bay 
ecosystem. Now more than ever, this is the time (both globally and locally) to fight FOR environmental conservation. Please do not grant this special permit!  

Sincerely,  

Jess Arndt  
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Correspondence: Point Reyes National Seashore is a premier example of what preservation can do. One of the best reminders of California's spectacular geography is the way 
some of our best places remain undeveloped. In 1976, Point Reyes was recognized as a unique representation of California's native land structure, plants and 
animals. There are no buildings, no golf courses, no artificial watering, no fish farms, no marinas, just open space that anyone from anywhere in the world 
can walk to. Please preserve this unmatched shoreline habitat. It exists nowhere else in the world.  
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Correspondence: I have enjoyed taking my children to the park and showing them how farming of oyster can be done and a way of having sustainable farming. I would like to 
see this continued and have a profit making business that employees many people and also delivering high quality food products to the general public. I do 
not think that the property lends itself to many other recreational activities and I do not believe that I would visit the area without the Oyster farm being 
there.  
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Correspondence: I support the renewing of the lease for Drake's Oyster Farm. It is an asset to the immediate area and to the larger Bay Area community. I understand that the 
Seashore is not required to treat the Estero as a wilderness and I also understand that the legislation does not limit the lease to 10 years.  



In addition, it appears that the science upon which the Park based their judgment was faulty.  

There is no reason why the lease should be terminated and I hope the Park will rethink their initial decision.  

 
 




