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Name: Spaletta, Nichola  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Spaletta Dairy Business  
Received: Nov,11,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear Dept. of Interior/National Park Service Point Reyes National Seashore,  

We ask that you please extend the Drakes Bay Oyster Company/Kevin and Nancy Lunny lease for at least 10 years after 2012, when it is due to be 
renewed.  

We thank you for asking us to comment on our neighbor's future.  

Spaletta Dairy 'C' Ranch Ernie and Nichola Spaletta Ernest Jr. and Audra Spaletta Point Reyes, CA  

 
Correspondence ID: 3301 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Cowan, Donald J  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the people, not for 
private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

 
Correspondence ID: 3302 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Wyss, Wilma  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 20:18:52 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements. 
I would like the farm to stay for ecological and economic reasons.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3303 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 20:43:58 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I would like you to consider renewing the Drake's Estero Oyster Farm's permit for operation in Drake's Estero, Point Reyes NS. I feel the oyster farming 
operations do little to impact the environment of the estero negatively, as observed from the deck of my kayak on many occasions. I feel they add value to 
the National Seashore from a historical and cultural perspective, as well as providing a tasty treat for the end of a hike or paddle in the area.  

Thank you for your consideration.  
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ID: 

3304 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Brothers, JoEllen  
Address:   

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 20:54:36 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing in support of a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. Positive ecological effects of the oyster farm include the beneficial 
effects to water quality of oysters' filter feeding as well as the fact that almost no fresh water is used in the farm's operation. DBOC is a model of sustainable 
fishery. Loss of a local seafood source would decrease food diversity as well as increase the carbon footprint of importing replacement oysters to those Bay 



Area markets currently served by DBOC. DBOC benefits the local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the 
employees who live and spend in the community. DBOC provides cultural, historic and social value, as it serves visitors, is the last operating oyster cannery 
in California, and donates oyster shell for habitat enhancement.  

 
Correspondence ID: 3305 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 21:07:00 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I've been to Point Reyes and it a beautiful area. Why would you want to open it up for destruction? Keep it safe! Keep it protected!!!  
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ID: 

3306 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Martin, Robyn J  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 21:08:13 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The Drakes Bay Oyster Farm should be given a renewable Special Use Permit because it benefits so many sound ecological purposes and because people 
like Oysters. The oysters help maintain water purity by filter feeding. It improves fish diversity and provides local fresh oysters to California communities. 
Historically they are the last operating oyster cannery in State continuing the long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation.  

There is no way that we as Californians, and for that matter in the whole country, can get fresher, or better oysters, raised in an ecologically correct habitat, 
than the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. The process of raising oysters has many benefits for surrounding fish in the wild and for the use of oyster shells in 
agriculture, and native the fishery.  

Keep the oysters local!  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3307 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Dufka, Tim M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 21:18:01 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please don't allow the oyster farming operation at Drake's Estero to continue. The Estero is supposed to receive full wilderness designation, according the 
the Point Reyes Wilderness Act of 1976.  

This issue has come up numerous times, and it is unclear to me why the oyster farming operation is allowed to continue, and why commercial, private use of 
public lands continues to be sanctioned by the NPS. These parklands are a precious resource that belong to the public, and the wilderness designation of the 
Drakes Estero should be upheld and respected!  

Thanks for your consideration!  

Tim  
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ID: 

3308 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Reyff, Michael A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 21:29:38 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I strongly support the renewing of Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. This is a perfect example of a renewable food source that is in a 
pristine ecological environment that produces organic healthly food with minimum impact to the environment. It would irresponsible and hypocritcal of the 
NPS to deny the renewing of this Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Michael A. Reyff  
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Name: Kolowski, Paul E  
Address:  

USA  



Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 21:52:36 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I would like to see the Drakes bay oyster company remain in operation.  

I feel the water quality in Drakes bay is better than that which is found in Tamoles bay. Far less sewage and a very much lower bacteria level.  

I also believe the rasing of oysters suspended from rafts is far better than is wire bags laying on the bay floor. Where they can get much sand into the shell 
along with a covering of algey from the low tide sun.  

I drive from San Rafael to get oysters and drive the extra miles to purchase from Drakes bay oyster farm, and have since before it was sold.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3310 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Grossman, Elmer G  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 22:41:54 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I've been buying oysters from Drake's Bay for nearly 50 years, initially Johnson's and later Drake's Bay Oyster farm.Like the dairy farms in the National 
Seashore, this oyster farm fits in unobtrusively and provides a wonderful local food for Bay Area residents to enjoy. If the Park Service decides to continue 
the oyster farm's use permit, we all benefit and no one is harmed. It is good for the bay and a treasure for us oyster lovers. The argument is made that 
granting such an exception is a dangerous precedent. Well, if there are other such places in protected environments perhaps a sound case can be made for 
some of them as well. This is not a Disneyland or a Costco barging its way into a pristine wilderness; it is a limited family farm that will stay small, provide 
a few jobs, produce some oysters, and remain a nearly invisible part of our coastline. I do hope you can forget the angry rhetoric in the press and elsewhere, 
take a calm look at the science, and rethink the entire situation. Then perhaps you can let Drake's Bay Oyster Farm go on with their good works.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3311 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Costa, Francisco  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear Sir.  

The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to review Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife and 
visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  
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Name: farver, john e  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 22:54:49 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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ID: 
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Name: Terrey, Paula B  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 22:56:09 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: My husband and I lived in Inverness for 13 years, and were frequent kayakers with a profound appreciation for the delicate beauty and balance of Drake's 
estero. We were thrilled when the Lunny family took over the oyster farm. They have shown the most amazing dedication to the environment, and to 
cleaning up the mess that was created during the time the place was called Johnson's. We were especially impressed to see, with our own eyes, the way the 
wildlife in Drake's estero was renewed and then thrived with the Lunnys in charge of the farm. I can't think of a better example of a delightful, perfectly 
appropriate mix of commercial, recreational, and natural use of an area, anywhere. I've come to think of the Lunnys as actual protectors of the estero. Our 
planet is seriously in need of people who are dedicated to finding environmentally friendly, sustainable, locally-grown, and renewable sources of food 



production. Again, the Lunny's are leading the way and have shown such amazing integrity and dedication. We strongly urge the Park Service to use 
common sense and do the right thing: allow the oyster farm to remain!  
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ID: 
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Name: Klein, Laurence M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Creekside Studios Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 05:23:01 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I submit the following comments for analysis to secure a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster farm in Inverness, California, the ONLY 
(historic) oyster cannery in the state. Over the past decade I have visited this site from Berkeley, about an hour drive, to buy oysters and to bring friends and 
other groups to see this farm in action. I have always been impressed by the cleanliness and friendliness of the operation. As a teacher, this site is an 
ecological model for my students to visit and a real life example of the life cycle benefits that shellfish provide for the marine environment. At the end of this 
life cycle the shells are piled up in a huge mound for use in many practical ways. Children are always excited to take home a shell for 'show and tell' and to 
have a visual aid when they excitedly inform their parents of their experience at the Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  

D.B.O.C. is a boon to the local economy, provides local employment and should be supported in any and all ways possible. In addition, I always stop in the 
town of Inverness and spend money there as well as in Point Reyes Station as do my guests (friends, family and students). To not have D.B.O.C. would be a 
huge loss to the San Francisco Bay area on many levels: Economically, Socially, Educationally, Environmentally...  

More-so in that the carbon footprint generated by imported oysters to substitute for the loss of this local and well-loved oyster farm would really be a shame.  

I urge you to work with D.B.O.C. to issue them the renewable Special Use Permit that is needed.  

Thank you.  

Sincerely,  

Laurence M. Klein  
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ID: 

3315 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Lane, Tamar J  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

private citizen supporter of Drakes Bay Oysters Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 05:58:40 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please preserve Drakes Bay Oyster Company. This economy needs renewable resource based business that provides food, jobs, taxes while their product is 
both food and protective of our environment. I cannot urge you strongly enought to allow them time to meet whatever standards are required to continue 
business operations under a Special Renewable Permit so as to remain where they are and continue to operate under the special conditional arrangement. 
They have been there for decades, operate with care for public and the bay's benefit. Our seafood options are shrinking daily and becoming polluted. Here is 
a natural alternative which cleans our waters and provides calcium to our earth. I cannnot state strongly enough my opposition to anything which endangers 
or closes their operation.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3316 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: kenny, kay  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 07:29:10 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Drakes Oyster farm is a valuable ecological resource and its loss will negatively the eco culture of the entire area. In NJ, a major State & federal effort to 
clean up the polluted tidal basin through seeding the bay areas with oysters was finally underway after much studying and money was spent on the project. 
Unfortunately, our ill-informed governor destroyed the beds under the rational that the state could not police the project and prevent theft of the oysters, 
which, having been raised in polluted waters would pose a public health risk if eaten. Drakes Oyster Farm has been doing this job for decades: keeping the 
tidal basins clean and watching over the beds.To destroy their efforts, that are provided at no cost to the public, seems extraordinarily foolish and short 
sighted! I wish we had a Drakes in NJ!!!  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3317 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Tuerk, MD, Jonathan  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 07:58:35 
Correspondence Web Form 



Type: 
Correspondence: Please keep Drakes Bay Oyster farm alive and well. In addition to it being ecologically sound, it presents a wonderful place for my wife and I to get 

wonderful oysters. They are unique - not the tiny ones from Hog Island, but Jumbo's which are tasty and a full meal. Please do not deprive us of this rare 
treat which we have when we visit California each year.  
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ID: 

3318 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,05,2010 10:27:07 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I an against the issuance of a Special Use Permit for commercial oyster operations within Drakes Estero at Point Reyes National Seashore. There are so few 
national seashore preserves and parks that it remains important to allow the few we have to remain natural and untouched by any comercial enterprises.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3319 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 08:56:09 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing in support of the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. The reasons are many, however, the historical significance (the last oyster cannery in the state!), and 
being a source of local sustainable seafood are perhaps the most important to me. I used to go out there with my Grandfather for oysters 30 years ago (it may 
have been Johnsons Oyster Co. back then). Two years ago, I brought my family from Idaho to visit my parents who still live in Novato. I couldn't believe the 
oyster farm was still there, in this day and age of importing so much of our food. We took a drive out to Drakes Bay and was very happy to share the 
experience with my 7 year old son, to give him a hands-on look at where some of our seafood comes from. Thanks for your time.  

Dave  
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ID: 

3320 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Sheffield, Erin  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 08:58:07 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I support a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm in Point Reyes National Seashore. As a dedicated conservationist I think it is 
important to have conserved areas provide opportunities for interaction with the public in ways additional to visiting and observing. Consider the oyster lover 
who doesn't much care about conservation. sHe will support the preservation of this National Seashore because it feeds him/her! There's another vote for 
funding the NPS. Since the Oyster Farm is ecologically sound, there is no reason to deny this permit.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3321 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Lautenberg, Debra  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: 1. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. 2. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. 3. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. 4. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

 
Correspondence ID: 3322 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Scoma, Sarah  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: None Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,12,2010 09:01:04 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Don't take away from the education, jobs, and locally made food. The oyster farm is crucial to keep going.  
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ID: 

3323 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Rice , Bob  
Address:  



USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 09:07:29 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Hello: I am writing in support of the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm's request for a Special Use Permit and their continued operation. My wife and I happened upon 
the oyster farm as part of our trip to Point Reyes and it was one of the highlights of our trip. We were impressed by the information we received on the 
history of the farm, and how it is actually benefits the water quality of the bay. Drakes Bay Oyster Farm provides jobs, pays taxes, produces a delicious and 
sustainable food product, fascinates tourists and protects and enhances their environment. Please allow them to continue their business and to do what they 
need to do to thrive.  

Bob Rice  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3324 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Ward, Barbara  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 09:13:57 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The future of Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore is at stake. The estuary is on track to receive full wilderness 
designation in 2012, but an oyster company would like to extend its operating permit, contrary to longstanding wilderness plans.  

I do not believe any additional permits should be issued because National park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use.  

Thank you.  
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ID: 
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Name: Ray, Gordon  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 09:40:21 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: We have visited the DBOC for many years and are impressed with the unique resoruce that it represents. Having had expereince in Mass and RI with the 
intergral value of such facilities I can only heartily support efforts to maintain the continued vitality of this unique resoruce.  

We have visited with Ca patients, disadvantaged children and others all who found this unique environment and the organization very supportive and 
informative. Our groups were impressed by the whole experience and the cultural and educatinal uniqueness of this resoruce. In addition its role in ecology is 
well appreciated by all those interested in the wellfare of our oceans and local environment. We believe Pt Reyes experience is enhanced by the presence of 
DBOC and would be supportive of sustaining it and issueing it a renewable Special Use Permit so it could better meet its community oriented goals.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3326 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Moala, Tommy  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 09:42:34 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Closing this wonderful historic oyster farm will be devastating tomthe area. This place provides Beneficial impacts to water quality: cleaning and claryifying 
effects of oysters' filter feeding. Using Almost no fresh water used in their operation. The Ecological services offered by shellfish at the farm: - increased 
eelgrass growth - increased fish diversity from habitat provided by oysters & equipment - restoration of an historic baseline ecosystem Beneficial impact to 
wild fisheries: DBOC's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries Carbon footprint to import replacement oysters would increase because 
DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area Growing Food Locally should be encouraged not shutdown: Loss of a Local seafood source - Food Safety 
Concerns: DBOC's policy of only marketing locally means the food is the freshes possible - Preservation of Food Diversity  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3327 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Carbone, Frank A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 09:42:41 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Keeping the oyster farm operating in Tomales Bay is NOT contrary to maintaining the ecology in that area. In fact, one can attribute POSITIVE 
contributions that it makes in that regard. Flexibility is key; using our brains to distinguish suttleties...after all this operation is NOT even a bed & 



breakfast,let alone a hotel, etc.  

Has there been any science to back-up some negative impact over the last 50 years? Or is your decision merely based on the mecaniical application of the 
"letter of the law"?  

Please, don't throw the baby out with the bath water.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3328 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Broadbent, Jack  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Tourist / Public user Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 09:53:56 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please do not close or force out of busness the Oister farm this is an operational cultural historic site that must be preserved for futur generations it enjoy. Do 
not kill the cultural history of our california coast line.... The oisters are fun to eat and the farm is a wonderful place to go and see how the california coast 
can be butiful and provide rich assits to for all of us to enjoy. this operation is a very unique operation and one that must be tresured and suported by all of us 
so we do not loose this icon of The California coase.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 
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Name: Paterno, Maria  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 09:56:18 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am enthusiastically in favor of NPS issuing a RENEWABLE Special Use Permit to Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC) for commercial harvesting and 
processing of shellfish at Point Reyes National Seashore. The National Research Council (NCR) reported that there is no evidence that the operation has had 
any negative impact on the bay's ecosystem, harbor seals or native eelgrass, as claimed by the Park Service. It is unacceptable for a U.S. Government 
Agency, caretaking such a precious environment, to fabricate environmental problems such as a decline in harbor seals and eelgrass, where none exist.  

NRC also reported that Olympia oysters once lived in the estuary until they were over-harvested and wiped out. The operation could, in fact, be providing a 
natural balance to the environment by restoring an historic baseline ecosystem. Oysters have a cleaning and clarifying effect on water quality. In addition, 
this operation predated the National Park status of the Point Reyes National Seashore and, barring any negative impact on the environment, that should be 
respected. It is critical that the ecological effects of the operation be analyzed and understood by the Park Service.  

I am a committed environmentalist and animal rights activist, but I disagree strongly with the opinions expressed on this topic by the Environmental Action 
Committee of West Marin, the Marin Audubon Society, the Marin Conservation League, the National Wildlife Federation and the Sierra Club. They speak 
from a very pure-intentioned, yet highly ideological perspective. The Wilderness Act of 1964 establishes a National Wilderness Preservation System that 
administers wilderness areas for the use and enjoyment of the American people as wilderness. They are chartered to protect the wilderness character of these 
areas. This operation does not disturb that character and, as I noted above, may in fact help to maintain that character by means of restoring and maintaining 
the historic baseline ecosystem. And the operation does not contradict the definition of wilderness as stated in the 1964 Act.  

There are many examples of cultural artifacts being protected in national parks, and yet, in the pure sense of the word, these cannot be considered wilderness. 
Mesa Verde and Gila Cliff Dwellings come to mind. And certainly preserving the cultural history of Point Reyes as part of the park experience has already 
been incorporated into the park's charter, i.e. the Coast Miwok Indians, the history regarding Sir Francis Drake, the lighthouse and dairy operations.  

Unless the EIS cites evidence that proves this grandfatherd operation causes ecological damage to the aea, the Park Service should issue a renewable Special 
Use Permit.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 
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Name: Phillips, John  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 10:09:17 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I'm writing in support of the extension of a renewable lease for Drakes Bay Oyster co. The current lease holders have made significant improvements to the 
operation since they took over the farm. It has become a model of sustainable aquaculture. In addition, the tradition of oyster farming is an essential 
ingredient in the historical development of the Point Reyes Peninsula. For over one hundred of years, oyster farming has been part of the economic activity 
of the area. Using new and better informed methods of oyster farm management the Drakes Bay Oyster company helps to improve upon that tradition.  

As a Bay Area resident, I wish to be able to visit the Point Reyes National Seashore with my grandchildren and show them not only the beautiful landscapes, 
beaches and wildlife, but also a farming tradition on the land that includes a model oyster farm such as Drakes Bay Oyster company. Without an adequate 
lease it is unfair to and financially not feasible for the Drakes Bay Oyster co. to both maintain and improve upon their farming operation.  

 



Correspondence 
ID: 

3331 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Metzger, John U  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Retired also Farm Bureau Member Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 10:19:38 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: We visit the coastal area at least twice a year. One of the reasons is to buy and enjoy the oysters. It is farming pure and simple and I see nothing but pluses 
from tourism, ecology, food supply and so on. They are equally as good as the more expensive eastern and north west varieties, they aid in keeping the water 
clean, provide jobs and are a part of the Marin Coast's history and dwindling farm community In my business experince we always used a plus and minus T 
to solve difficult problems. I fail to see any issues on the minus side in this issue while the list is lengthy on the positive side: tourism, economic, food 
supply, ecology, historic vale, employment, creates tax revunue and on and on. It is difficlult for me to understand any pluses in closing down this small but 
unique industry.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3332 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Sunkel, Sue  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 10:36:55 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please analyze the positive impact on the enviroment by Drakes Oyster Farm in Point Reyes: The loss of a local seafood source in California. Last operating 
cannery in California would not be positive if they are denied permission to continue operation. The Farm is mostly in the water taking up little land space.  

The Farm would need a renewable special use permit for the farm, which will allow them to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements.  

The oysters are the best quality I have ever tasted. Please consider the alternatives of no more oyster farming in Point Reyes.  
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Correspondence: As residents of the Bay Area and frequent visitors to Point Reyes national seashore, we are very concerned about maintaining this national treasure. Drakes 
Bay Oyster Farm is a positive contribution to the health and diversity of Point Reyes, maintaining a sustainable farming operation that provides a beneficial 
impact on the ecosystem. I find it hard to believe that you allow cattle farming (which was never part of the native environment and has a detrimental 
impact) but have issues with allowing a sustainable oyster farming operation to exist in this area.  

Drakes Bay performs a valuable service with the oysters' natural filtering of the waters of the Estero, plus they deliver a high quality, sustainable source of 
seafood to Bay Area residents. We feel that they are a perfect fit within the Point Reyes ecosystem and their operation benefits the local community.  

We hope you will grant Drakes Farm the special use permit.  
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Correspondence: November 12, 2010  

DBOC SUP EIS c/o Superintendent Point Reyes National Seashore 1 Bear Valley Road Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  

Dear Sir or Madam:  

I urge you to renew the Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster farm located on Sir Francis Drake Blvd. in Inverness California.  

The farm is a local business with a history and clientele from all over the country. While I reside in Oregon, I try and stop by the Drakes Bay farm whenever 
I am in the area in order to obtain fresh seafood products and enjoy the scenery of the drive. I've been stopping there over a considerable time, over most of 
my adult life and I always find it an incentive to go out to Point Reyes to see the scenery and visit the oyster farm. I have not seen any degradation of the area 
or any uncaring stewardship of the natural resources of this unique and scenic area by the oyster farm operation. In fact, in my mind, a sustainable operation 



like this, with minimal impact, contributes to the enjoyment of the area and stands as an excellent example of how humans and the natural environment can 
coexist in a positive way. This example can be used to educate our youth and others about sustainable and correct interaction with the environment. In this 
sense, this is an important lesson that could be transported to areas of the country where the impact of farming is not necessarily neutral or positive as the 
Drakes Bay operation seem to be.  

This farm also serves as a source of employment for a number of people both directly and indirectly in the area. An economic activity, which has all the 
positive aspects of the oyster farm, should be fostered and encouraged by public policy and I urge you to renew the appropriate permits to allow this historic 
oyster farm to continue to serve us all.  

Best wishes, and thanks for your considerations  

Albert C. Parr  
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Correspondence: I am writing in support of a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. We have traveled to this area and feel that the continuance of the 
farm's operation will have a positive impact ont the regional ecology, food supply and the local economy. I urge you to give proper analyzation of the 
situation before denying renewal of the lease. thank you for your consideration of my comments.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources. To do this, full effect must be given to the 1976 
Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

--As a standing policy, the NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. Once lost, this public land is 
gone from the public domain forever. --The national parks are for the people, not for private profit, and MUST be avidly protected! No exceptions!  

--Always, the NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research on issues related to impact: In this case research concludes that there is potential and real 
adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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USA  
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NPCA Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 11:23:01 
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Web Form 

Correspondence: National park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness 
designation vision over commercial private use. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and 
giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse 
impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  
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Name: Alvarez-Jett, Steve and Rachael  
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USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 11:34:43 
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Correspondence: We urge you to please protect our coast lands. Not only would we be removing the natural environment of the coastal animals, but it deeply disrupts the 
necessary cycle of nature in our ocean.  

Please support conversation for us and our future generation.  
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Correspondence: I was born and raised in Sacramento, and now live in Dixon, CA, i.e., Bay Area region. My family has always enjoyed driving to the Oyster Farm and 
spending some time eating oysters along the water. Please, for once, leave a good thing alone. Why, in our society these days, do we continue to shut 
successful businesses down under the premise of environmental reasons, eminent domain, etc. We need successful businesses in CA right now, so please 
stop this craziness. It is a small time oyster farm, so re-new its lease, and leave them alone, so they can continue to provide us all with an enjoyable service! 
Thank you. Sincerely, Doug Uhlik  
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Member of multiple environmental groups Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 12:11:03 
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Correspondence: Disregard for everything except commercialization is already killing us and the world we live in. It's time to stop the rampant development for profit and 
start taking care of the places we need to maintain human life, human dignity, human values. Let`s not ruin another beautiful place so someone can cram 
their pockets full of money, again. Reinvest in the rubble of the inner cities which have been left to rot and crumble. Bring jobs to those millions who are 
struggling to survive in what once were 'hot' development projects, and that are now bled dry. It's time to find a way to survive within what we already have 
developed. Ours is a small planet, and we cant just slash and burn our way through every acre, trashing everything as we go and then moving on to new and 
unspoiled resources. Stop. Think. We can do better.  
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Correspondence: It has come to my attention that the National Park Service is in a quandary about protecting the ONLY marine wilderness on the West coast; Drakes Estero, 
the estuary within CA's Point Reyes National Seashore. This sanctuary is the ecological heart of the park and needs to receive the full wilderness designation 
in 2112. The full wilderness designation will provide maximum protection of wilderness resources giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. 
This is very important.  

No commercial oyster company should be allowed to continue operating there. Research already shows a negative impact from the commercial venture.  

These pristine places need to be saved for the people of the land, so they can go there when needing a sanctuary; they should not be used for commercial 
ventures under any circumstances.  
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Correspondence: We visit for two weeks at a time over 5 years Point Reyes National Seashore and the immediate surrounding area. We have travelled extensively in this 
country to enjoy our national parks and recreation areas. We are active in the land conservation field through our affiliation with the Trust For Public Land. 
The Seashore is one of the crown jewels of our amazing scenic wonders. The Drakes Bay Oyster Farm helps to sustain the seashore in many ways: filters and 
cleans water, relieves pressure on wild fisheries and has been an excellent custodian and user of the seashore's ecological resources. It's continuation as an 
oyster farm will boost the local economy and preserve a local seafood source. We fail to see any benefit from closing or unduly restricting the operations of 
this long standing and historic farm and cannery. We look forward to being able in the future to come to the farm observe the operations, enjoy eating oysters 
on the water's edge and buying more to take home. We urge renewal of the Special Use Permit for the farm  

Maureen and Bob Carlson  
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Correspondence: We are long time members of the Marin Audubon Society. We strongly support extending the lease of the Drake's Bay Oyster Company. In light of the 
damage done to the Gulf of Mexico's seafood supply, it is key to keep this gem of ours open.  
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Name: hopkins, anthony  
Address:  

USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 13:02:55 
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Correspondence: I support the renewal of the lease on the Drake's Bay Oyster Farm. The farm does not harm to the ecological balance, and actually improves it. The Farm 
provides a great service to the local community and the Bay Area people who love fresh local oysters. Why fix something that isn't broken? It is in the 
public interest to keep the Farm!  
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Unaffiliated Individual  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Ramsdell, Jeff K  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Independent Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,12,2010 13:58:14 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I love Hog Island oysters, but let's not overdo it. Keep the estero as it was meant to be, protected, "the only marine wilderness on the West Coast"...  
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Name: Sullivan, Robert A  
Address:  

USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 14:04:27 
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Correspondence: The point of national parks is to preserve the land for future generations and allow public access. Corporate profiteering has already ruined large areas of 
land in our country and around the world. All the money in the world will not restore the earth after species go extinct and pollution permeates our land, air, 
and water. Please consider the next generation and the peace and health of our generation when making decisions about public land. We want quality of life 
for a sustainable amount of time, not just quarterly profits.  
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Correspondence: I am writing you to voice my support for a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or 
replacements. I hereby request the EIS committee analyze the topics below for the specific points for each that point to the benefit of allowing the special use 
permit. Ecology Beneficial impacts to water quality: cleaning and claryifying effects of oysters' filter feeding Almost no fresh water used in operation 
Ecological services offered by shellfish - increased eelgrass growth - increased fish diversity from habitat provided by oysters & equipment - restoration of 
an historic baseline ecosystem Beneficial impact to wild fisheries: DBOC's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries Carbon footprint to 
import replacement oysters would increase because DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area Food Loss of a Local seafood source - Food Safety 
Concerns: DBOC's policy of only marketing locally means the food is the freshes possible - Preservation of Food Diversity - Food Security Concerns 
Economy DBOC benefits the state and local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live and 
spend in the community. State Economy County Economy Local Economy - Jobs lost - Affordable housing lost Public Health Largest sampler of marine 
biotoxin data used by CDFG in making public health determinations Cultural Value Free interpretation services offered (tours) - To school groups - To local 
non-profits Partnerships - With graduate students and scientists on research projects Generations of visitors Historic Value Last operating oyster cannery in 
State Continuing long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation Social Value Donations from farm - Oyster shell for habitat enhancement - Oyster shell for 
native oyster restoration Sustainability Model of sustainable fishery  
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USA  
Outside 
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City and County of San Francisco Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 16:15:35 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Drake's Bay Oyster Farm is a National Treasure. Please do not let it go away. Not only have they contributed to the health of the community, but they are 
a major part of the history of this rich and green region.  

They are much more than a small family owned business. They are a major supporter of an eco system that much continue.  

Most Sincerely,  

Virginia L. Sunday Airport Protocol officer San Francisco International Airport  
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Address:  

USA  
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Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 00:00:00 
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Correspondence: Greetings, --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point 
Reyes Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for 
the people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources. Thank you.  

Sincerely, Alexandra Gawreliuk  
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Name: Scribner, Dan  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,12,2010 17:21:42 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I'm never in favor of commercial development of our National Treasures, including the Point Reyes area in Northern California.  
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Correspondence: Drakes Estero, Point Reyes National Seashore  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. The Phillip Burton Wilderness Act of 1976 should be honored and enforced to restore Drakes 



Estero to it's native state and give it full wilderness protection. Since it is the only marine wilderness on the west coast, there should be no debate on giving it 
full protection in 2012. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The current oyster company 
has profited enough from farming this area and should honor the law and move to close it's operation in Drakes Estero. There aren't enough wilderness areas 
in the US to allow this company to operate any longer; big corporations want to take away from the American people their national parks and drill for oil or 
operate mines. The people who fought hard to establish the National Parks and the rangers who work tiredlessly to keep them running do not want 
coporations to come in and profit from these national treasures. These parks were established for the enjoyment of the public and the preservation of the 
wildlife and native plants found there. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full 
effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. Please honor the Phillip Burton Wilderness Act and not cave to commercialization by private companies.  
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USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

retired consumer Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 18:15:46 
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Type: 
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Correspondence: DRAKES OYSTER BAY FARM  

There are no good reasons to shut down this oyster farm. It is a small operation that is not run by the government and is important to those working there 
and to their customers.  

If you go ahead and shut it down it will be another example of our Government trying to take over or kill business in our country.  
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Name: Rusch, Denyce  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Sierra Club Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 00:00:00 
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Correspondence: Concerning the future of Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of the park. I am 
familiar with this area, and like most National Parks and Seashores I have visited, my family and I treasure these areas, considering them to be one of the 
best benefits of American citizenship. We need to keep them protected and wild.  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for your consideration.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
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Correspondence: Please do not do anything to even remotely endanger the sanctity and ecological health of any part of Point Reyes. I have amazingly wonderful memories of 
this incredible spot on the CA coast and would be devastated if any harm came to any aspect of the area. Now for the talking points from the organization 
that informed me about this potential action: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and 
giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial 
private use. --The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and 
real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Lasky, Ty A  
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USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 21:03:04 
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Correspondence: I support the renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC). I have visited their operation, and believe that they are a positive 
impact on the region in general, and also have a positive impact on the local economy. From my limited observations of their operation from land and on the 
water, they appear to work in a sustainable manner consistent with the needs of this part of Drake's Bay. Their positive impact on the economy, including 
inspiring Californians and others to visit this important wilderness area and the surrounding communities, is an essential consideration in your impact study. 
I have never seen a quantity of visitors that would indicate that such visits are having a negative environmental impact on the region, but there certainly 



appear to be enough visitors to make a strong positive economic impact both directly and indirectly on the local economy. There is certainly also reason to 
believe that the oyster farming may have a direct net positive environmental impact, based on the natural filtering effect of oysters.  

In addition, I understand that DBOC is the last operating oyster cannery in California. Thus, it also has important historic value, quite worthy of 
consideration in itself. As these types of operations disappear from our State and our Nation, our children are deprived of the opportunity to understand more 
closely these aspects of our culture and our history. In addition, the simple act of families coming to DBOC or similar operations will have a strong positive 
impact in exposing children to the wonders of nature. One cannot help but be inspired in visiting this area, whether it be to visit DBOC or for other purposes. 
However, the presence and the visitor draw generated by DBOC certainly has a positive impact in bringing families to the region, and generating interest in 
the natural world.  

I firmly believe that DBOC should be granted the renewable Special Use Permit, and am quite grateful that DBOC is available to Northern California's as an 
important historical and cultural resource. I hope that this resource continues to operate and serve the economy and Californians.  

Thank you for your attention in this matter.  
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Unaffiliated Individual  
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Correspondence: At stake is the future of Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of the park. The 
estuary is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012, but an oyster company would like to extend its operating permit, contrary to longstanding 
wilderness plans.  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Received: Nov,12,2010 00:00:00 
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3367 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Wise, David  
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Received: Nov,12,2010 00:00:00 
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Correspondence: I support a renewable Special Use Permit for The Drake's Bay Oyster Farm. The farm should make necessary building repairs and/or replacements, and 
continue it's very environmentally friendly and essential work feeding us folks in Northern California. Among the reasons the Drake's Bay Oyster Farm is 
essential to our society on the West Coast , are the following:  

Ecology Beneficial impacts to water quality: cleaning and claryifying effects of oysters' filter feeding Almost no fresh water used in operation, unlike Car 
washes, or New Developments Ecological services offered by shellfish  

- increased eelgrass growth  

- increased fish diversity from habitat provided by oysters & equipment  

- restoration of an historic baseline ecosystem: healthy oysters create a healthy ecosystem!  

Beneficial impact to wild fisheries: DBOF's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries Carbon footprint to import replacement oysters would 
increase because DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area  



Food Loss of a Local seafood source would be a major setback to the regional society  

- Food Safety Concerns: DBOC's policy of only marketing locally means the food is the freshest possible, a good thing.  

- Preservation of Food Diversity  

- Food Security Concerns: what we can grow locally , we do not have to depend on from out of state source in tight fiscal periods  

Economy DBOC benefits the state and local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live and 
spend in the community. State Economy County Economy Local Economy  

- Jobs lost  

- Affordable housing lost  

Public Health  

Largest sampler of marine biotoxin data used by CDFG in making public health determinations. Greater public health could suffer if the testing results 
provided by this resource are lost. Just this factor alone should negate all other reasons for closing the farm. The greater protection of the ecosystem and 
food sources is mandatory in times of ecoterrorism.  

Cultural Value Free interpretation services offered (tours) - To school groups  

- To local non-profits Partnerships  

- With graduate students and scientists on research projects Generations of visitors: we had 3 generations of our family and friends out there 1 mo ago for 
oysters, and it was fun, healthful, delicious! Historic Value Last operating oyster cannery in State Continuing long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation. 
Why kill this operation? It does no harm and does great good!  

Social Value  

Donations from farm  

- Oyster shell for habitat enhancement  

- Oyster shell for native oyster restoration  

Sustainability Model of sustainable fishery  

Any one of these reasons should give your organization a reason to pause, and then to cancel any plans to close this oyster farm. Altogether, the reasons are 
very compelling for not only continuing the farm, but increasing its revenues, resources, infrastructure, and financial support.  

Thanks for listening and reading this, D. M. Wise, MD  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3368 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Hughes, Brendan  
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USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,12,2010 22:37:30 
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Correspondence: NPS should do all that it can to protect Drakes Estero. Scientific studies have concluded that the continuation of the oyster operation will harm the 
ecosystem and impact wilderness values of the area. NPS should hold wilderness protection above private profit despite any influence by Senator Feinstein.  
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Name: Whalen, Lisa M  
Address:   

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,12,2010 23:13:09 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: national park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use.  
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Correspondence: Let me add my voice to all the others in this great United States of America, where we may criticize our government, yet not have our homes bombed, and 
our family members harmed. The issue here today, is whether or not an overly regulated business, may continue to provide wholesome food (oysters) or if a 
governmental agency, which we understand, has not been fully transparent in its dealing, should destroy this wholesome business to "save face" and 
ostensibly in the name of the people,"protect our seahore" Those of us who have been observing the machinations of the agency have come to the conclusion 
that the oyster beds should remain, and certain governmental agency personnel receive retraining in ethics and reasonable co-existence with their fellow 
man. Amen. Ione Conlan  
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Correspondence: The ability for our country to provide its own food supply should be of the highest priority. We currently buy food from many nations that have processing 
standards which do not match those of the U.S, especially regarding farm raised fish and seafood. As the world population continues to grow and when 
political pressures between nations escalate, our country may not benefit from the extensive food resources we now have. To me he Drakes Bay Oyster Farm 
did not take away any aspect of my enjoyment of the Point Reyes area. In fact, from my perspective it was an added point of interest and provided a tasty 
snack in a large park which had no other concessions open in April when we visited.  
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Correspondence: Besides the obvious food value that Drakes Bay Oysters provide, the oyster farms contribute to the community in the form of small local industry and shared 
values. The oyster farms have a long standing historical place in the local community and beyond. People from all over the world who visit the national 
seashore remember their vist to the oyster farm and delight with eating oysters. Eating oysters has long been a an activity shared by local people, they 
exchange recipe's and cooking methods and I personally cannot imagine a barbeque or thanksgiving, Christmas without oysters. Without human activity the 
seashore becomes a zoo.  
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Correspondence: Dear Park Service,  

Regarding Drakes Bay Oyster Company I support their cause please remember their goals:  

First Goal: Your comments include your support for a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building 
repairs and/or replacements. Second Goal: Your comments inform the EIS committee that your topic(s) need to be analyzed.  

Ecology  

Beneficial impacts to water quality: cleaning and claryifying effects of oysters' filter feeding  

Almost no fresh water used in operation  

Ecological services offered by shellfish  

- increased eelgrass growth  

- increased fish diversity from habitat provided by oysters & equipment  



- restoration of an historic baseline ecosystem  

Beneficial impact to wild fisheries: DBOC's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries  

Carbon footprint to import replacement oysters would increase because DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area  

Food  

Loss of a Local seafood source  

- Food Safety Concerns: DBOC's policy of only marketing locally means the food is the freshes possible  

- Preservation of Food Diversity  

- Food Security Concerns  

Economy  

DBOC benefits the state and local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live and spend in 
the community.  

State Economy  

County Economy  

Local Economy  

- Jobs lost  

- Affordable housing lost  

Public Health  

Largest sampler of marine biotoxin data used by CDFG in making public health determinations  

Cultural Value  

Free interpretation services offered (tours)  

- To school groups  

- To local non-profits  

Partnerships  

- With graduate students and scientists on research projects  

Generations of visitors  

Historic Value  

Last operating oyster cannery in State  

Continuing long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation  

Social Value  

Donations from farm  

- Oyster shell for habitat enhancement  

- Oyster shell for native oyster restoration  



Sustainability  

Model of sustainable fishery  
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Correspondence: Re: Drakes Bay Oyster Farm,  

I, my friends, and my friend's friends have been going to Drakes Bay Oyster Farm (Formerly Johnson Oyster Co.) for over 30 years and completely support 
the ongoing oyster cultivation operations of Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

The oyster farm is a sustainable operation and in my opinion produces some of the finest oysters in the United States. It has definitely become an important 
part of the local culture of Pt. Reyes and the SF Bay area. Families on a daily basis drive all the way from all parts of the San Francisco Bay Area for the sole 
purpose of a day trip to visit the Oyster farm. Their children who visit the oyster farm, learn about oysters and the way they live, grow and are harvested. 
Everyone has their stories about their visits to the oyster farm. My 91 year old blind and disabled mother to this day still talks about the times she visited the 
always jovial Mr. Johnson and especially the time to his amazement she found a beautiful pearl in one of his oysters. She even made a ring made out of it 
which she proudly wears to this day.  

Losing Drakes Bay Oyster Farm would also be a serious loss to the SF Bay Area restaurants who proudly serve these high quality oysters from a local 
sustainable source. If we on this planet are at all concerned about carbon footprints, then this is definitely one place that needs to stay, unless the NPS wants 
to only support the Canadian economy and the State of Washington, where oysters are transported from all the time,and couldn't care less about the carbon 
footprint.  

Oysters are also one of natures wonderful creatures that filter water and clean and clarify water. They have become an important part of the Drake's Bay 
ecosystem which will be disrupted or even damaged by closing down the oyster farm. For the National Park Services to suggest that their existence is 
harmful to the Drakes Bay or the environment is totally beyond comprehension and belies the fact that the nearby environment has been well maintained for 
decades. Perhaps this is being fueled by competitive oyster companies, who can't compete with the finest oysters in this country, or some kind of dumb 
politics?? Whatever the case may be, closing Drakes Bay would be wrong to the environment, wrong to the local culture, wrong to the Bay Area community 
and wrong to restaurant businesses and oyster fans throughout the SF Bay Area.  
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Correspondence: Please consider keeping Drake's Bay Oyster open for business. It is a valuable resource for us and is a LOT cleaner than many things happening in our 
waterways. People need the jobs, and we love their oysters. Grant them the renewable special use permit they need to survive, because once Drakes is gone, 
it may be gone forever. Please send my request to your people for analysis.  
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Correspondence: I support the request for a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Company for the following reasons: The renewable component is 
necessary so that a thriving, minimal impact infrastructure will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements.  

Historic Value  

Last operating oyster cannery in State  

Continuing long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation  

Social Value  



Donations from farm  

- Oyster shell for habitat enhancement  

- Oyster shell for native oyster restoration  

Sustainability  

Model of sustainable fishery  
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Correspondence: My family and I strongly support the approval of a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm which will allow them to make building 
repairs and/or replacements. This is the last operating oyster farm in the state--a sustainable working fishery employing people and contributing to the local, 
county, and state economies--and the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm markets 100% to the San Francisco Bay Area! The EIS should carefully analyze its cultural, 
economic, and ecologic significance.  

On a personal note, I am an elementary school teacher who would love to bring my students on a tour offered by the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm--to observe the 
oysters' filter feeding firsthand, to learn more about the ecological services offered by shellfish, and to experience productivity in a beautiful natural setting, 
as well as learn about the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm's place in Bay Area/California history.  
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Correspondence: I would like to add my support to retaining the Drake's Bay Oyster Farm and issuing it a renewable Special Use Permit. I have toured enjoyed the facility and 
been very impressed by the diligence and stewardship of the Lunny family. I am not a scientist, nor am I an extreme environmentalist. I am a member of the 
public who has listened to both sides of the issue and weighed the evidence and concluded that the oyster farm should stay.  

Primarily, the oyster farm has been located in the estuary for longer than I've been alive. I have seen nothing conclusive that, over this time, the negative 
impacts have invalidated the beneficial impacts of the oyster farm, and, under the Lunny's supervision, this can only get better. I'm sure I do not have to 
waste your time by listing the beneficial aspects of having this resource located in a dot on the map of the park service. Besides the positive 
ecological,economical and cultural impacts of the oyster farm, it's just plain fun to ride out to the farm and enjoy an experience that one can not have 
anywhere else in California. Please extend the oyster farm's ability to continue to develop this model of sustainable fishery and to provide a tasty meal and 
valuable enterprise to the local community.  

Thank you  
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Correspondence: Hello NPS folks, I am writing a quick note to you regarding the Dake's Bay oyster farm. I am a lifelong resident of Marin county and generally quite "left 
leaning" on environmental issues. This particular issue, however, has more of a quality of life angle to it than pure environmental preservation. Just as the 
national parks are given camp grounds, facilities, roads, and stewards, thus degrading their purity to allow the public to enjoy their splendor, the Drake's Bay 
Oyster Farm should be allowed to continue its operation on its present scale to further enhance the public's experience of the area. It has become a part of the 
county's allure and charm. Not only is it a small, family run business (which need to be preserved in these days of WalMart corporate dreck), but it is a 
charming point of interest to tourists and locals alike. Please give the farm renewable special use permission so that it can continue to serve the needs of the 
public in the area. I see their products on the shelves in the stores in San Francisco and Marin and knowing that they come from right up the coast is a big 
win for sustainable, local, food product production. As our world realizes that in the end we must return to growing our foods nearer to where they are 
consumed, businesses like the Drake's Bay Oyster Cannery should be promoted and help up as examples...not kicked off the land where they have been for 
decades. I am overjoyed that there IS a park service and applaud its efforts over the years to maintain a semblance of balance between leaving mother nature 
raw and untainted by humans, and providing methods for its enjoyment. I hope you decide FOR the Drake's Bay people in this case. It is the right thing to 
do. Thank you for providing an easy way of adding my opinion to this debate. Respectfully, Kevin Giffin  
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Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern,  

My statement to you is simple: Please do all you can to protect this area. We humans are such a cancer to this beautiful planet when we destroy habitats, 
participate in canned hunts, pollute rivers and lakes, over breed, etc. But, we also do amazing things when we act intelligently and with responsibility. Please 
act in the latter fashion, with conviction and purpose and caring. Thank you.  

Cheryl Syring  
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Correspondence: To whom it may concern:  

The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  
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Correspondence: National Parks are part of our countries efforts to preserve our natural hertiage for generations to come. Keep the commercial uses out of the National Parks 
as they interfere with the very nature we are hoping to maintain. Plants, animals, insects need the quiet of their surroundings to thrive and the landscape will 
not survive the traffic that commercial endeavors create. Don't sell our National Parks!!  
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Correspondence: I'm writing to urge the Interior Department to add Drakes Estero in California to the Philip Burton Wilderness as planned in 2012. Unfortunately, a rider 
attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to extend the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease in Drakes 
Estero beyond its 2012 expiration. Now the National Park Service is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on possibly extending the permit 
another 10 years.  

As a taxpayer and part owner of this federal land, I urge the Interior Department/NPS to let the Oyster Company's lease expire in 2012 and add Drakes 
Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness at that time. Thank you.  
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Correspondence: I am a 3rd generation Marinite..Born and raised in San Rafael, as were my mother and father..I and my husband are 66 years old and have patronized the 
Drakes Bay oyster company for years as did our parents before us..It would be a sin to deny the oyster company a renewable special use permit... The oyster 
company is very involved in making sure they are enhancing the bay quality, not taking away from it ..the oyster beds provide a filter of soorts that 
encourage vital sea grasses to grow that in turn provide habitat for fish and other sea creatures..Just a look at the tidal waters at Drakes Bay by any scuba di 
our children and grandchildren all had wonderful field trips to the oyster company with a history of thever will show a clear pristine underwater park..Every 
time we have brought friends and tourists from other areas to Drakes Bay Oyster company, It is a highlight of their trip to California..The fresh oysters are a 
regular treat for all our family and friends and the school field trips that our children and grandchildren enjoyed at Drakes Bay oyster company was a history 
lesson and ecology lesson well learned..Please keep this special resource intact by granting the renewable permit to Drakes Bay Oyster Company...Thank 
You Adrienne and Larry Friberg  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern:  

Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore,is the West Coast's only marine wilderness area. I visit Point Reyes regularly 
and am proud of our magnificent National Park system whose mission is to preserve these precious places for people and our country's wildlife, not for 
private corporate profit.  

The top priorities in decision-making about whether or not oyster operations should continue in Drakes Estero should be providing maximum protection of 
wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act, which designates the estuary to receive full wilderness designation in 
2012.  

I respectfully request that the NPS consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on 
wilderness resources.  

Sincerely, Eve Luckring  
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Correspondence: Preserving the wilderness character of our public lands should be the number one priority, above all else!  
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Correspondence: this is a buisness that helps sustain west marine both financially and ecologically  
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Correspondence: Ladies and Gentlemen:  

I write in support of the National Park Service granting a long-term lease to the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

We have visited the site, talked with management and others in the Point Reyes area, and sampled their oysters.  

As a member of the board of the Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen's Association, I know that fishermen and shell fishermen need all the help that 
they can, wherever they practice their trade. These views are my own and do not necessarily represent those of the Association.  

Oyster farming has been proven beneficial to water quality wherever it has been tried. There are direct benefits in terms of habitat, with increase in eelgrass, 
and diversity of plant and fish life.  

There is a paradox in that Congress exempted all the adjacent cattle ranches, which have an observable adverse effect on water quality in Drakes Bay. If the 
National Park Service cannot, for bureaucratic reasons, find a way to permit the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm to continue, I would support federal legislation to 
give it the same status as the cattle ranches.  

Oysters are well known for their health value. As some say, Eat Fish and Live Longer, Eat Oysters and Love Longer!  

Drakes Bay oysters are fabulous. Almost as good as the Wellfleet oysters on Cape Cod, where we live!  

It would be a great loss for Point Reyes and surrounding towns to lose Drakes Bay Oyster Farm for many reasons. They include steady employment, free 
educational services to local schools, attracting visitors (including ourselves) who help boost the local tourist economy.  

California once has many oyster canneries. Now there is one. Please do everything you can to help, rather than hinder, this model operation of sustainable 
fishing.  

Sincerely,  

Michael Westgate President Education & Resources Group  
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Correspondence: To whom it may concern:  

Drakes Bay Oyster Farm (DBOF) represents one of the area's best examples of a local seafood source which is also a model of sustainable fishery, providing 
top quality foods while maintaining a top quality environment for everyone in the Sonoma-Marin area. We visit the Tomales & Drake's Bays and the Point 
Reyes seashore at every opportunity and enjoy stopping at the Oyster farm as part of these trips.  

Most visitors are not aware of how well the Oyster farms fits into the ecology here and the beneficial impacts it provides to water quality through the 
cleaning and clarifying effects of oysters' filter feeding. With almost no fresh water used in their operation, negative impacts are virtually non-existent, while 
DBOF's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries. I am of the opinion that DBOF truly benefits our local economy by buying and selling 



oysters providing employment for the workers who live and spend in our community.  

In addition, they provide a cultural value with free tours offered to school groups and local non-profits. Educational value is also derived from DBOF 
operations through partnerships with graduate students and scientists on research projects  

I urge you to consider that this is the last operating oyster cannery in State, which is continuing a long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation and means a 
great deal to people in the community who have seen so much of our history plowed under or placed out of reach by seemingly well intentioned acts.  

I fully support the issuance of a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or 
replacements and a thorough examination of the issues I've outlined by the EIS committee.  

Sincerely, Thom Shelton  
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Correspondence: Dear National Park Service,  

Please do not approve the extension of the oyster's company's permit as it would adversely impact the Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine 
wilderness.  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Respectfully submitted, Michael Neumann  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Please protect the Drakes Estero estuary in California's Point Reyes National Seashore from commercial use. I hope you will consider the studies that have 
concluded there would be adverse effects to the ecosystem if you extended the permit for commercial fishing operation in the park.  
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Correspondence: In the spirit of President Teddy Roosevelt, I encourage the National Park Service to prioritize the wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. 
Along that same vein and in the spirit of Teddy Roosevelt again, the National Parks for the people and not for private profit. His spirit in founding the 
national parks such as Yosemite is expressed in giving full force to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. Please consider the peer-reviewed research that 
concludes potential and real adverse impacts for the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to read about my concerns.  
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Correspondence: The Park Service's top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources, in this case giving full effect to the 
1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. Commercial private use should have no bearing on NPS plans, rather NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness 
designation vision because national parks are for the people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research which concludes that 
adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources are real.  
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Correspondence: I am frequent visitor to the SF area, my son lives in Alameda, and I make it part of every trip to visit Drake's Bay oyster farm...I have visited Drake's Bay 
oyster farm for the past 30 years...first as a CA resident when I lived in the West Coast, and later as a frequent visitor to SF.  

There are other oyster farms nearby, but Drake's Bay oysters have a unique taste and texture.......there should be room for tradition, uniqueness, and the 
environment.  

 
 




