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Name: Sullivan , Betty L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Sullivan Communications, Inc / "Betty's List" Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,10,2010 23:30:43 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing in support of Drakes Bay Oyster Farm and the request for a renewable Special Use Permit fo the farm, so please analyze my comments and 
those of others who are also writing similar comments.  

I have personally organized and led groups of individuals on outings in the Point Reyes area and included visits to Drakes Bay Oyster Farm where we have 
enjoyed informative and helpful tours.  

The continuation of this farm and its products is very important to me. it's an important local seafood source that I am many of my friends and colleagues 
enjoy and value highly. The osyters cultivated by the farm are also important to the ecology of the area in a variety of ways, icluding monitoring of water 
quality.  

Drakes Bay Oyster Fram does benefit the state and local economy and has benefitted my own business in very specific ways. Don't you think there are 
mutliple reasons why we should support this farm? I do. I'm not even going to try to explain them all because there are many and they are so obvious. Don't 
you get it?  

Many, many of us do. We get it, so I personally request that your findings are in favor of Drakes Oyster Farm. Thank you!!!  

Most sincerely,  

Dr. Betty L. Sullivan Sullivan Communciations, Inc / "Betty's List" Smart Women Network  
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Name: Gordon, Susan  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,10,2010 23:33:12 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing in support of the Drakes Bay oyster Farm and ask that you consider Granting them a renewable special use permit and that you take the time 
to analyse their unique situatuion and contributions to the state of california.  

First I love oysters and want to perserve their unique supply of fresh LOCAL oysters as a sustainable food source.  

Second I have enjoyed touring their facility on several occassions and have found it very interesting from both a historical and educational point, being 
able to learn how the oysters are raised and harvested.  

Third from an economic point of view, not only do they provide jobs, but for me, it is one of the main attractions that I enjoy going to and it is one of the 
draws for me to come to stay in Inverness  

As a small busniess owner I admire their unique nich and that they have been in operation in that location for so long.  

I feel that this is a unique historic and gastronamic ienterprise that should be granted a renewable specail use permmit.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,10,2010 23:36:38 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I have patronized this business. It is in harmony with the area. It is part of the Point Reyes experience. Please let it survive  
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Name: Labovitz, Jeffrey  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 00:04:11 
Correspondence Web Form 



Type: 
Correspondence: The Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC) is carrying out a long tradition of oyster cultivation in a natural setting where such cultivation has been practiced 

for centuries. DBOC has invested time and money in improving the cleanliness of the operations as those of us who visited the former Johnson's Oyster 
Company know only too well. DBOC has been an excellent steward of the Drake's Bay waters where they practice their cultivation in a highly professional 
way that is respectful of their natural and beautiful surroundings.. They have been hampered in making additional improvements by the National Park 
Service and this seems counter productive for all concerned. DBOC produces a much appreciated and highly valued food source which serves to stimulate 
the local economy. There is a long standing beneficial relationship between agricultural land and sea use in West Marin and especially in the Point Reyes 
region. The National Park Service should foster this historic relationship and help it be even more beneficial to the local residents. This could be 
accomplished by granting DBOC a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or 
replacements.  

I would like the National Park Service to study the impact of not renewing the Special Use Permit on the local economy. Given the long-standing historic 
practice of oyster culture in Drake's Bay, it behooves the National Park Service (NPS) to show clear cause as to why this practice should not be allowed to 
continue. Certainly the NPS has allowed local agricultural use of national park resources through out the country. We need answers to the questions about 
why DBOC should not be allowed to improve their facility both for the better cultivation of oysters and for the further improvement of the local environment 
surrounding their business.  
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Name: Herber, Johnnie D  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 00:40:20 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: There is a valuable estuary on the site where an oyster company wants to extend its business? And N. P. S. is even considering allowing this? It's absurd! 
This marine land should be protected at all costs. This country is losing so much ecologically valuable land to developers, oil, gas...and now oysters? Please 
reject any attempt for any business to use this area for commercial gains. It should be left to nature!  
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Name: Busold, Kristen  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 00:49:32 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please protect Drakes Estero, there are not enough green or wild places in America for our children to enjoy.  
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Name: Mulrey, Kel  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

not with one Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 02:35:15 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: You want to start cleaning national parks up you should start on Yosemite. A little tiny Oyster farm in the middle of now where is not hurting anything. The 
last time I was there, their was an abundance of wildlife. The folks that make dicissions on this are most likely ones who have never visited this area. Here's 
a piece of advice my Grandmother gave me and it makes a great deal of sense to me "don't clean my porch off until you clean yours". Please tell of another 
Oyster farm like this one and we will visit it. You can't because there arn't anymore around quiet like it. I don't think Horse stable belong on national park 
lands but the Horse folks do. That land will never be developed into anything but what is already there and future generations are already enjoying this place 
and learning to appreciate what the enviroment is providing us with. Be reasonable, fix the issues and work with the farm and enjoy life. Please for the sake 
of my child who is 5 and the children he might have some day. He's 7th generation Californian on 2 sides.  
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Name: Smith, Randall R  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Rotary Club of Redding Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 03:50:15 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear NPS:  

This email supports a renewable Special Use Permit for oyster farming at Drakes Bay, Point Reyes. My wife and I have used this facility for procurement of 
fresh oysters since we lived in San Francisco in the 1970s. The jobs, sustainable aquaculture, education, history, and valuable food source are badly needed 
commodities in Northern California. Our national parks are or should be more than simply wilderness enclaves. People need access and places to appreciate 
what is possible, what was done in other times so long as valuable natural resources are protected and enhanced. This is what the operation does and it needs 
to be part of Point Reyes. How the NPS can replace such a valuable asset without renewal and support for this operation must be have careful, complete and 
honest analysis.  



Very truly yours,  

Randall R. Smith, Member City of Redding Planning Commission Chairman, Rotary Club of Redding Environment Committee  
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Name: eddy, janet m  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 04:35:45 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please do not allow national park wilderness at Point Reyes National Seashore to be open to commercial interests. This is a pristine estuary that is an 
important habitat for wildlife; opening it to commercial fishing or oystering will alter that habitat. I have worked at Point Reyes removing invasive plants 
and found it to be one of the most amazing wilderness areas I've ever been to, a haven for sea lions and other wildlife. Please, let's keep it that way.  
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Name: Wyke, Kimberly  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 05:24:03 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Protect marine wilderness... now and forever.  

Thank you.  
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Name: Rabeux, Jean-Philippe R  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 06:35:43 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: This farm is a treasure My family and I have been enjoying all of its gifts to the area for over 30 years. I had some of my family from France come many 
times to visit the farm as a model to their own farm in France. This is an institution, a landmark and a spiritual establishment that diserves to stay and be 
supported Thank you for considering keeping it alive and well Jean-Philippe  
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Name: Parker, Douglas  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 07:34:53 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Homeyer, Henry  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 07:42:27 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please continue to allow Drake's Bay oyster Farm to continue operation. As a member of the Slow Foods movement, I really appreciate the quality of the 
oysters every time I visit. They are an economic boost to the region, and I know they are doing everything they can to improve the water quality. As a long 
time business, I think they should be allowed to continue!  

thanks, Henry Homeyer  
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Name: Kossy, Barbara  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 07:57:09 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I've been kayaking the waters of Drakes Estero for more than 20 years. I see the oyster farm as an integral part of the Drakes Estero Experience. There's no 
greater pleasure than to buy some oysters, paddle down the estero to the sea, and eat the oysters with friends on a sand beach. There are few truly wild places 
in California. Sustainable stewardship of the sea and land is of prime importance. I believe the oyster company at Drakes Estero has taken this responsibility 
to heart. In addition, a place is also about its human history. To see an oyster farm in operation, to meet the people, see them at work, to buy oysters, this 
closes the loop for me on why it's important to care for the ocean. We need to care for the ocean. The oyster farm is a sustainable fishery.  

Regarding the cattle ranch, I suggest it be managed to support the growth of native plants. I know grazing can suppress weeds, such as yellow star thistle. If 
the ranch were closed, how would the rangeland be protected from an invasion of habitat degrading weeds? Can the ranch be managed to support native 
plant growth, and to eliminate waste runoff? If so, I support the continued operation of the ranch.  

I serve as a volunteer on the San Mateo County Weed Management Area Committee. These comments are my own.  
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Name: pasternak, mark  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: NPS,  

These are my comments regarding the Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  

I support a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements.  

I believe the following topics need to be analyzed.  

Ecology  

Beneficial impacts to water quality: cleaning and claryifying effects of oysters' filter feeding  

Almost no fresh water used in operation  

Ecological services offered by shellfish  

- increased eelgrass growth  

- increased fish diversity from habitat provided by oysters & equipment  

- restoration of an historic baseline ecosystem  

Beneficial impact to wild fisheries: DBOC's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries  

Carbon footprint to import replacement oysters would increase because DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area  

Food  

Loss of a Local seafood source  

- Food Safety Concerns: DBOC's policy of only marketing locally means the food is the freshes possible  

- Preservation of Food Diversity  

- Food Security Concerns  

Economy  

DBOC benefits the state and local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live and spend 
in the community.  

State Economy  

County Economy  

Local Economy  

- Jobs lost  

- Affordable housing lost  

Public Health  

Largest sampler of marine biotoxin data used by CDFG in making public health determinations  



Cultural Value  

Free interpretation services offered (tours)  

- To school groups  

- To local non-profits  

Partnerships  

- With graduate students and scientists on research projects  

Generations of visitors  

Historic Value  

Last operating oyster cannery in State  

Continuing long-standing tradition of oyster cultivation  

Social Value  

Donations from farm  

- Oyster shell for habitat enhancement  

- Oyster shell for native oyster restoration  

Sustainability  

Model of sustainable fishery  

Fell free to contact me for any further input.  

Mark Pasternak  
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Name: Prine, Stephen  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 08:21:34 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: The aims of for profit companies are often antithetical to the preservation of natural areas, therefore our parks should not be given to their use.  
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Name: Fenerty, Susan  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 08:33:11 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: In following the case of Drake's Bay Oyster Farm's pursuit of extending its permit to operate I am disturbed by the "Bad Science". My family has supported 
the science of the area in studies of the harbour seals with Sarah Allen. We were not happy to hear that said studies were not analyzed nor presented in truth. 
We also support on a regular basis the food source provided by Drake's Bay Oyster Farm. We are very happy to be able to enjoy the oysters and clams living 
and harvested in the estero that is flushed by the ocean and not living in Tomales Bay, the pollution of whose waters is also well documented. If public 
protection is an issue, these facts should also be addressed as Drake's Bay offers an alternative food source that is not prone to such ongoing pollution 
sources- mercury from mining streams and agriculture and beef farming practices proximate to Tomales Bay.  

That historically humans have used the estero for food sources, and if, in fact, those responsible at Drake's Farm for improvements in prior practices, indeed, 
if improvements would be allowed, I see no real rationale for not allowing the farming to continue into the future for the benefit of generations to come.  
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Name: mcgarry esq., ann  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 08:37:52 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: This should be a no-brainer. It is vital to protect this essential ecosystem - drilling shouldn't even be considered. Once you destroy a fragile environment 
like this, you can NEVER recover it. NO DRILLING.  
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Name: Cart, Bob  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside Organization: Friends of Sustainable Agriculture Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 08:59:15 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Cart, Bob  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Friends of Sustainable Agriculture Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 09:04:16 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: We appreciate the need to protect open space, but we must also protect sustainable agriculture that does not cause damage, but rather increases the long term 
sustainability of our ability to feed ourselves. Please provide a renewable lease to Drakes Bay Oyster Farm in the Drakes Estero. Use what controls you need 
to assure no irreparable environmental damage is done and then let them raise as many of their fine oysters as they can. I've been on and around the Estero 
and have been to Drakes and Johnsons before them and only see improvement.  
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Name: Vrba, Tracy  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 09:13:52 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Balik, Barbara  



Address:  
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 09:24:48 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: We are contacting you regarding support for a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm that will allow the farm to make necessary 
building repairs and/or replacements.  

How can you even consider taking action that would esentially close the last operating oyster cannery in the state?  

In additional to its rich history, DBOC benefits the state and local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the 
employees who live and spend in the community.  

The ecological benefits and impact to water quality are enormous: cleaning and claryifying effects of oysters' filter feeding, almost no fresh water used in 
operation, ecological services offered by shellfish, increased eelgrass growth, increased fish diversity from habitat provided by oysters & equipment and 
restoration of an historic baseline ecosystem,  

DBOC's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries and therefore have a beneficial impact to wild fisheries,  

Finally, the carbon footprint to import replacement oysters would increase because DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area. This makes absolutely 
no sense. We are absolutely committed to preserving Drakes Bay Oyster Farm for our children and grandchildren and hope that after evaluating all the facts, 
you share our views. Thank you, Barbara and Allen Balik  
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Name: KLEINHANS, DOLORES L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: NONE--PERSONAL Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: KEEP IT KEEP IT KEEP IT, WE NEED IT. OUR LIFE HAS BECOME TOO TOO TOO COMERCIAL.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 09:34:23 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Hello, I'm writing in support to grant Drake's Bay Oyster Farm a renewable Special Use Permit. It's family run, it's eco-friendly, it's educational --- it's all 
things good. Establishments likes Drake's Bay Oyster Farm are gems, would be a shame to see anything bad happen to what has been built. Regards, Alysa  
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Name: Krakauer, Jolie E  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 09:40:56 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I strongly favor allowing Drakes Bay Oyster Company to remain in business. These small businesses are important to the vibrancy of the California 
economy. The family runs a small and tidy business that does no harm to the surrounding area and in fact the presence of well cared for oyster beds provides 
filtration for the bay keeping the waters cleaner than they otherwise would be. There is also a need for a local source of oysters. Locally grown food is better 
for the environment and eliminates the need for transportation to and from the next closest source, Washington State. This is clearly a case where closing 
down this business only does harm, there is no benefit. Please do not do it.  
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ID: 
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Name: Opengart, Paula and Lee  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 10:03:08 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: We would like the Drake's Bay Oyster Farm to continue to operate where it is now. They produce a wonderful product and are very responsible 
owners/oyster growers. They respect the environment and I believe can be part of the National Park system. Please allow them to continue!  
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Name: Henry, Lila G  
Address:  

  
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:19:01 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Pt. Reyes is a treasure. The estuary is designated to become wilderness. The oyster people's contract is going to run out. People who support the Park have 
been counting on the oyster operation being closed for years. The business had plenty of time to find other solutions. Please do what National Parks are 
meant to do - protect the land and the water. That is your primary duty. National Parks are not meant to harbor commercial undertakings. National Parks are 
to preserve the land and water.  

Thank you.  
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Name: N/A, Angela  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 10:11:46 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources  
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Name: Nall, Shawn  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 10:12:12 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please allow a special use permit for Drakes to allow open. If you study thier proposal you can see it is not harming the environment. It is allowing us to 
enjoy wonderful fresh oysters (which are not endangered) and supplying jobs in a depressed area. I am an avid park supporter and know that keeping Drakes 
Bay open is best for all involved.  
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Name: Katz, Donalee  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 10:16:32 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Chase, Robert  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Food+Jobs+Safe Seas  

Its not nice to fool Mother Nature.  

Robert Chase Beekeeper and Cook  
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Name: Y, Lisa  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 10:22:19 
Correspondence Web Form 



Type: 
Correspondence: I am writing in Support of Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. I support the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm's need for a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm, which 

will allow the farm to make necessary building repairs and/or replacements. Please carefully analyze the impact of the LOSS of this valuable community 
instiution and resource. My family, friends and I have been going there for years, and I hope that for historical, cultural, local sustainable economic and 
employment reasons this property and this business can continue on. It is a great destination for visitors and locals alike, and a living example of sustainable 
fishery. Lisa Y  
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Name: Bartur, Meir  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

IEEE, AJC Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: DBOC SUP EIS c/o Superintendent Point Reyes National Seashore 1 Bear Valley Road Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  

The following comments are in support for a renewable Special Use Permit for the Oyster farm in Point Reyes, which will allow the farm to make necessary 
building repairs and/or replacements. We are writing following a "discovery" of the oyster farm during our last tour/visit in the SF Bay area. Please analyze 
our comments properly so that the right ecological conclusion can be reached. The Farm was a great tourist discovery for us. Enjoying nature ? as humanity 
learned to over the ages ? includes consumption of its wealth, as long as it's done in sustainable and respectful way.  

Ecology Beneficial impacts to water quality: cleaning and claryifying effects of oysters' filter feeding Almost no fresh water used in operation Ecological 
services offered by shellfish - increased eelgrass growth - increased fish diversity from habitat provided by oysters & equipment - restoration of an historic 
baseline ecosystem Beneficial impact to wild fisheries: DBOC's farmed shellfish reduce harvest pressure on wild fisheries Carbon footprint to import 
replacement oysters would increase because DBOC markets 100% to San Francisco Bay Area Food Loss of a Local seafood source - Food Safety Concerns: 
DBOC's policy of only marketing locally means the food is the freshes possible - Preservation of Food Diversity - Food Security Concerns Economy DBOC 
benefits the state and local economy through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live and spend in the 
community. State Economy County Economy Local Economy - Jobs lost - Affordable housing lost Public Health Largest sampler of marine biotoxin data 
used by CDFG in making public health determinations Cultural Value Free interpretation services offered (tours) - To school groups - To local non-profits 
Partnerships - With graduate students and scientists on research projects - Generations of visitors Meir Bartur, Ph.D. President RMB Technology 
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Name: Chu, Kenneth K  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 10:29:11 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: To whom it may concerns  

My name is Kenneth Chu. I have been living in San Francisco over 40 years. I was first introduced to this oyster farm as soon as I came to this country by 
my family. Since then I have come to the Pt Reyes several times a year because I love the ocean view and hiking. As a ritual we always stop at the oyster 
farm and buy fresh oyster in jars and bring home. When I first hear about the NPS going to close the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm, I was very disappointed and 
did not understand the rationale. I believe the farm would not affect the Bay eco system and I probably helping the bay environment. In social, cultural and 
economics point of view, I really believe closing the Farm would be big mistake. This is one of the big icon in the SF Bay Area. I met some people from 
Southern California to buy oyster from the oyster farm. Please do not close the OYSTER FARM so our children will enjoy the fresh oyster that are home 
grown in our area for years to come.  
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Correspondence: If those in decision making positions don't understand this summary then we are all in trouble. It is time for common sense and a reasonable 
attitude...enough bickering and time doing the best for our land and people.  

wm  
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Correspondence: I visited Point Reyes NP a few months ago as I have twice prior and upon stopping by the oyster farming operation there again was disturbed to find out that 
the park service was considering revoking the ongoing permit for their continued operation. I feel that they have as much right to be there as the cattle 
operations and have far less impact than cattle even to the point of being a positive impact upon the ecological health of the near shore estuary there. They 
also have a historical presence there and provide just about the only source for fresh oysters in the entire bay area. While I was there someone was 
purchasing several bushels of oysters and had traveled from San Francisco to obtain the excellant quality seafood available. Please continue to allow this 
operation to function as it does now.  

 
Correspondence ID: 3252 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Ferriera, S  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 10:38:12 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please continue the private operation of the Oyster Farm.  

Besides being a desirable source of food it generates jobs and recreation which generate tax revenues.  

We do not need more State or Federal parks, we can not afford what we have.  
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Correspondence: I support a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drake's Bay Oyster Farm. I believe the EIS committee needs to analyze this issue.  

There are lots of reasons to continue this operation in Drake's Bay, including the environmental benefits to water quality from the oysters, and the 
subsequent improvement in the aquatic environment including better eelgrass growth and a healthier, richer, more diverse biology in the estuary. Also, I like 
having local, sustainable production of a healthy food source near my community.  

Thank you for your consideration.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: This is why I think the NPS should grant Drake's Bay Oyster Co. a renewable special use permit so that they can continue farming and selling oysters at their 
present location and improve their operation to make it more sustainable and ecological:  

Our family, along with friends and neighbors, has been enjoying the Pt. Reyes National Seashore for the past 40 years. It is where we always take out-of-
town guests, because of its scenic beauty and for an oyster feed. We go there 4-6 times a year; always to Drake's Beach - a three hour round trip from our 
home. If Drake's Bay Oysters were not there, it would not be the same thing. Sure, we could buy oysters somewhere else, but it would not be as convenient 
or economical.  

Ken Lunny has improved the site since he took over Johnson's Oysters. It is a cleaner, more welcoming place.  

In short, oysters and Pt. Reyes go together and enhance the natural setting. Please don't get rid of an historic and cultural institution.  
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Correspondence: Brian O'Neil used to talk about how the GGNRA had unique challenges as an urban park. Closure of the oyster beds is at odds with this approach.  

The oyster farm issue seems to this observer to be more a turf war than a land management issue.  

Please re-commit to making the oyster beds work as opposed to shutting them down.  
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Correspondence: Please preserve our Public Lands for the residents to whom it belongs. Those lands belong exclusively to the animals that live there. Humans can be 
allowed only to respectfully visit those lands, leaving the land as it was found and the animals undisturbed and uninjured.  

Thank you very much.  

Respectfully,  

Roberta Vandehey  
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Correspondence: I think the oyster farm should be allowed to continue operations indefinitely. My family and friends visit Point Reyes twice a year and one of the highlights 
of our visits is a ride out to Drake's Bay Oyster Farm to purchase some fresh oysters to eat back our Olima Ranch camp. If dairies are consistent with the 
ecology of the area, then an Oyster farm surely is. After all, this is not a wilderness area, nor will it ever be.  

Gary Borgnino Family  
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Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern:  

I am writing in regards to Drakes Estero at Point Reyes National Seashore. --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection 
of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation 
vision over commercial private use. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources. Our national parks are set aside for the American people, and should not be exploited for private gain. Once an area is 
disturbed or destroyed it will never be the same. Wildlife and the environment will suffer, as the damage by companies is always minimized in order to make 
them and their offers appear more ideal. Please act in accord with what is best for the Drakes Estero and the American public, not for a private organization. 
Thank you.  

Sincerely,  

Daedra D. Smith  
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Correspondence: We strongly believe that the best use of the Drake's Bay Oyster facility is best devoted to raising oysters. We enjoy the fresh and unique taste of locally 
grown oysters and would sorely miss not having that available. We urge you not to convert that area from its present use.  

Fred Kovar  
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Correspondence: I write in support of a renewable Special Use Permit for Drake's Bay Oyster Farm, allowing the farm to make necessary building repairs and /or 
replacements.  

I remember learning of the establishment of this farm years ago, and found its history fascinating. I visit the Point Reyes National Seashore several times 
each year, often with visitors from other countries and elsewhere in the US, and never leave without stopping to visit the Oyster Farm. Of course, I purchase 
oysters, which are superb, fresh and delicious, but I also consider a visit to this enterprise and the story of its development, an important part of the entire Pt 
Reyes experience.  

The farm exemplifies a harmonious balancing of local business/employment with ecological protection. I understand that it's the last operating oyster 
cannery in CA, and my guests learn much about the traditions and techniques of oyster cultivation. I am impressed by the positive effects on the local 
ecology that DBOC makes and the care it takes to preserve and enhance fish diversity, eelgrass growth, and habitat for local plants and wildlife.  
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Correspondence: The Drakes Bay Oyster Company is the last relic of a previously great industry that shaped the California Coastline Economy and still provides a unique 
food into the local, state and national economy. The educational benefits of retaining this industry in the location that it currently occupies will provide the 
last local example of an operating oyster farm for generations to come. It is a national treasure now that resides within a National Park. One of the prime 
reasons that the National Park Service was rcreated was to preserve national treasures. As such, it is only fitting that this business be allowed to continue in 
operation and be protected by the National Park Service.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3264 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Hulburd, John e  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

PTSA Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 11:35:28 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear NPS staff person- When our family came to California in 1974 we were immediately drawn to Pt Reyes for its many diverse attributes. This included 
the remote cattle ranches and Johnson Oyster Company. We started a family tradition the next year, called Oysters On The Beach: We drive out every year, 
sometimes several times a year, with a load of food, wine, firewood and picnic supplies; always stopping at the oyster farm to pick up 10 to 20 dozen oysters. 
At North Beach we walk south and have a gathering of friends and family at the edge of the dunes and the beach there. Many people have joined us over the 
35 years since, and our happy experiences have held our family together, and greatly increased our love of Pt. Reyes National Seashore, and of the hard 
working oystermen and women in Drakes Bay. When the company was bought and renamed Drakes Bay Oyster Farm, we were delighted since it stayed in 



local ownership, kept producing prodigious amounts of clean, healthy oysters, and they were cleaning up and upgrading the facilities at the site. It was 
obvious that they were better stewards of the land than the previous owners, and we wished them success. Which is why it seems absurd to try to shut them 
down. I'm sure I don't have to remind you of all the benefits that their oyster operation provides, such as cleaner water, less pressure on ocean fisheries, cash 
flow in the community, a vital food source for the SF Bay area, employment in a very rural area, and the legacy of a sustainable relationship between human 
beings and wild nature. They provide an example for all the rest of us to marvel at and aspire to. If they are denied a renewable permit to continue and 
improve their operation, we will stop coming to Pt. Reyes. We will gradually forget our happy memories of that far flung, windy place. We will lose a vital 
family tradition and connection. And inevitably we will back away from our ardent support of Pt. Reyes National Seashore. I would suggest that this 
outcome would not be in the national interest, or in your interest either. After all the years of pro-environment battles I have been involved in, I've learned 
that encouraging a local connection to and love of special places like Pt. Reyes is critical to preserving them for future generations. Never forget that the land 
that is now Pt. Reyes National Seashore was slated for highway building and development. It was saved by a few dedicated individuals who deeply loved the 
land and fought like hell to stop the development there. Why? Because they had a connection, a special LOCAL relationship with the place. I submit to you 
that the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm is a integral part of that special connection we all have with Pt. Reyes. Sure: help them stay in compliance with Best 
Management Practices to keep their operation clean and green, but don't shut them down for the sake of some vague, Pre-Columbian "pristine" (no humans) 
vision of land "management". I have studied this issue and have yet to find any proven scientific evidence that this oyster operation is harmful to marine life. 
Quite the opposite, in fact. There are many obvious reasons why the DBOF should be granted its use permit (renewable forever), but I believe we must 
nurture the human connection to the lands we love and hope to preserve, if we hope to be successful. Thank you for your careful consideration of this issue. 
John Hulburd  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

3265 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: D'Aura, Connie M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 11:37:50 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: This is in support of a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. They need to secure their ongoing operation inorder to invest in 
necessary building repairs and/or replacements.  

Our last visit to the farm was in July 2010. My son is ten years old and the owners took extra time to instruct us on how oyster farming works. He gave 
special attention to my son and his interests and reactions to what she covered. He still remembers what she taught! I am so grateful that they are near SF 
and in operation. This "school" is not on a video or TV, but in-person and nothing can replace lessons learned first-hand.  

It is my sincere hope that your will analyze this aspect of the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm model as you consider their renewable Special Use Permit.  

Reagrds, Connie D'Aura  
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Correspondence: In a time when California has high unemployment why are efforts being taken to shut down the last oyster cannery in operation in the state? The cannery 
provides jobs, helps clean the bay waters, uses little fresh water and provides a source for healthy foods. Once again if this business is shut down the 
government has shot its self in the foot.  
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Correspondence: Dear Sir or Madam,  

I'm sending you my comment for Oyster Farm at Drakes Bay in California. I love these local Oyster farms and I really want that we have to keep it for 
following reasons.  

1. A California located Historic Sea Food Places. --> Such a historic places must be preserved for many reasons.And it is so valuable things to preserve.  

2. No other oysters are fresh and tasty when I have it at the Oyster Farm. --> It is one of my life time pleasure that driving relax with beautiful scenery of 
Drakes Bay and can have chances to eat nature freshness of oyster. Nothing can be replacable with it.  

Please, keep and preserve our valuable oyster farms.  



Regards,  

Jeong Lee.  
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Correspondence: I am writing in support of continued oyster culture at this location. I am a retired water quality biologist, having worked for the California Department of 
Fish and Game for over 30 years. I have visited the site on many occasions, both professionally, and personally. The only problem I ever investigated was 
when the septic system of the previous owner overflowed and septage ran down the bluff and into the estero. After abatement the operation caused no further 
problems, and in fact provided a benefit to the estero by providing shellfish, and resident fish habitat that is sorely lacking in the estero.  

I have investigated dairy discharges which caused significant detriment to the aquatic habitat for years. The presence of shellfish in the estero helped 
mitigate, at least ecologically, this serious problem. I see no environmental basis to restrict or prohibit continued shellfish operations at this site.  
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Correspondence: I grew up in Marin County, graduated from Sir Francis Drake HS before attending college in San Francisco. I have long held, and enjoy, a great love for the 
undeveloped beauty of west Marin, and hike around the Headlands and beach walk as often as a busy life allows. I have also long enjoyed being able to visit, 
buy oysters from first Johnson's Oyster Farm, and now more recently from the current owners. Groups of us hike along Tomales Bay, buy our fresh oysters, 
then have a wonderful BBQ potluck at Hearts Desire Beach! It's almost a January tradition for many of us for many years! We are ardent supporters of 
preserving and restoring beautiful areas in a natural state, and have never felt the oyster farm a threat in that regard. I feel loosing the farm would be a 
terrible, unnecessary loss! I strongly urge the preservation and continuation of the farm for our, and many other's continued enjoyment now and in the future!  

Sincerely, Sylvia Rose  
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Correspondence: I am writing to express my support for a renewable Special Use Permit for Drake's Bay Oyster Farm, which will allow the farm to make necessary building 
repairs and/or replacements.  

In making your decision about the permit, I request that you analyze the economic impact of the Farm, specifically the benefits to state and local economy 
through the commerce gained from buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live and spend in the community.  

Furthermore, I request that you consider the cultural value of the farm. As the last operating oyster cannery in State, the State benefits from the Farm's free 
interpretation services offered to school groups, and local non-profits.  

The Farm's partnerships with graduate students and scientists on research projects, and its participation in marine biotoxin data sampling for the CDFG, 
provides the state with a cost-efficient academic and scientific resource.  

Please renew the permit for this valuable Bay Area resource.  

Sincerely  

Kevin Tausend  
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Correspondence: November 10, 2010  

DBOC Special Use Permit EIS Point Reyes National Seashore 1 Bear Valley Rd. Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  

Re: Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit EIS  

Dear National Park Service colleagues,  

The Marine Mammal Center respectfully submits the attached memorandum for your consideration as you prepare scoping documents in advance of an 
environmental impact study for a special use permit in Drake's estero. We understand the context for this EIS is relative to the possible extension of a 
commercial lease for oyster farming as opposed to the statutory return of the region to wilderness, as designated in the original legislation for Point Reyes.  

This memo was drafted with input from the Center's scientific team and with the additional review of the Center's board committee on policy and external 
affairs.  

If the result of an EIS allows that a special use permit be granted, the Center believes that no mariculture operations be permitted where any disturbance of 
harbor seals might occur. This should be determined based not just on where harbor seals have been present, but in consideration of any area where 
appropriate harbor seal habitat exists. Therefore, we would recommend strongly that a potential and actual critical habitat analysis be performed prior to any 
permit being issued. This might require moving current mariculture operations further down the Estero to avoid any possible interference with appropriate 
habitat. Permit conditions should include specific prohibitions against either intentional or unintentional harassment of harbor seals. In addition, a condition 
of permitting should be that the permitee fund monitoring and enforcement activities of administering the permit.  

Please contact me with questions regarding this memo.  

Sincerely,  

Jeff Boehm Executive Director  

MEMORANDUM  

Re: Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit EIS Submitted: November 10, 2010  

This memorandum constitutes the comments of The Marine Mammal Center on the Environmental Impact Statement regarding the possible special use 
permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC). Contributors to this memo include members of the Center's scientific staff, and members of the Policy and 
External Affairs committee of the Center's Board of Directors. The Center's comments address the effect of the possible permit on harbor seals within Drakes 
Estero. Drakes Estero is an important year-round haul-out site and seasonal pupping area on Point Reyes, which supports approximately 20% of the 
mainland California harbor seal population during the breeding season (Allen, 1988; NRC 2009). The population of seals using Drakes Estero increases 
during the breeding season. Females with pups tend to use sand bars away from males, and seal haul-out sites in the upper and middle Estero are more 
important to mothers and pups than lower haul-outs at the mouth (Allen, 1988; NRC 2009), and the upper sites are closest to the mariculture operation. The 
importance of these haul-out sites for seal reproduction are reflected in a number of reports (see below).  

NRC (2009, p. 44) states: "the remote nature of the Estero, combined with an absence of marine predators and other pinnipeds, make this an important 
habitat for harbor seals. This is reflected in the use of the Estero by harbor seals for breeding-Drakes Estero, along with the Double Point colony, consistently 
accounts for a large fraction of the pups at Marin County haul-out sites (Truchinski et al., 2008)." "Intertidal sand banks provide habitat for seals to give birth 
and suckle their pups or rest during the nonbreeding season, and other estuarine areas provide foraging habitat (Wright et al., 2007) and areas where breeding 
adults engage in underwater display and aquatic mating (Van Parijs et al., 2000; Hayes et al., 2004)." (NRC, 2009, p41) As NRC (2009, p. 22) notes: 
"Human activities and development have displaced harbor seals from traditional habitats in areas such as San Francisco Bay, highlighting the importance of 
Drakes Estero as a relatively unmodified habitat." Sydeman and Allen (1999) report on the state of the harbor seal population in the Farallones region and 
state: "We are unclear as to the limiting factors now affecting harbor seals in central California, but we suspect undisturbed habitat may be limiting breeding 
populations on the mainland."  

The Marine Mammal Commission Terms of Reference (2010) states: Human activities prior to the mid 1900s substantially depleted harbor seals in 
California. Following passage of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, the population began to recover. The most recent stock assessment report for 
California harbor seals notes that ?[n]et production rates appeared to be decreasing from 1982 to 1994?[and] the decrease in population growth rate has 
occurred at the same time as a decrease in human-caused mortality and may indicate that the population is approaching its environmental carrying capacity  

The Terms of Reference under the section "Disease and Contaminants" states that 22 pups stranded and died of unknown causes on Drakes Beach in 2008 
citing TMMC records. Of those, nine of the 17 pups that presented, presented with peri-mortem trauma, primarily skull fractures, three were identified as 
maternal separation and four were classified as unknown. These data indicate that trauma to neonate seals occurs in the Estero.  

Mariculture may be limiting breeding habitat in Drakes Estero. The mariculture footprint in the Estero coupled with ongoing mariculture activities, 
throughout the year can represent a chronic disturbance, an intrusion which reduces the habitat available to harbor seals for birthing and pupping. Harbor seal 
monitoring data, aerial photographs of bag and rack placement, and oyster production data provide a basis for investigating that relationship.  

We understand that over the past decade an unplanned change occurred in Drakes Estero, something of an experiment. The prior oyster company lowered 
production, and in that period, annual maximum counts of harbor seals in Drakes Estero peaked between 2002 and 2004, and pup counts in Drakes Estero 
increased from 2000 to 2004, while those in the rest of the region slowly declined (Becker et al, 2010). The present owners of the oyster farm increased 



production compared to the five years before their purchase: production of 3.4 million oysters in 2006 compared to an average of 0.9 million oysters 
harvested in the years 2000-2004 (CDFG Drakes Estero Oyster Production Data in NRC, 2009). Aerial photos, from 2005 on, show oyster bags placed closer 
and closer to the upper flats (UEF, OB, UEN), important sites used by harbor seals for birthing and nursing their young.  

NRC (2009, p. 84) reported that the National Park Service pinniped monitoring program provides "as yet untapped potential for assessing trends in the 
abundance of harbor seals in Drakes Estero in relation to wider regional trends." Based on NRC recommendations, Becker et al. (2010) conducted statistical 
analysis of the monitoring data and included data on oyster production, regional seal population, environmental conditions, and visitor disturbance 
observations.  

Becker et al, (2010) reported "the study, while correlational, supports the prediction that chronic human disturbance (as measured by mariculture activities) 
coupled with natural processes, affects seal haul out patterns at both the colony and regional scales... While the use of total annual oyster harvest in the 
estuary was negatively correlated (when modeled with ENSO) with nearby seal haul out use (Becker et al. 2009, NRC 2009), total oyster harvest is not a 
perfect measure of activity near the seals (NRC 2009)." Becker et al. (2010) also modeled the binary effect of high vs. low production levels (to eliminate the 
assumption of a linear relationship between oyster harvest and pup and seal use) based on the periods of lowest oyster harvest (2000-2004 and 1999-2004). 
Becker et al. (2010) reported that, after removing other potential effects, higher oyster harvest was associated with a decline in the proportion of seals using 
Drakes Estero in the Point Reyes region (proportional declines: -0.07 1 0.02 for seal pups; -0.05 1 0.02 for total seals: and model estimates of numerical 
declines; -65 1 18 total pups; -192 1 58 for total seals).  

Reducing disturbance is an important concern. The current owners emphasize bag culture on the intertidal flats of the Estero. This practice involves trips to 
these flats to plant and then later rebag the shellfish as they grow, to turn the bags, and eventually to harvest. Oysters raised elsewhere in the Estero are 
brought to the flats for hardening to present them to market. The presence of these bags and the associated trips may cause seal displacement. Becker et al. 
(2009) state "The number and distribution of mariculture equipment (bags) on sandbars near seals for extended time periods is another potential measure. 
Bags need to be tended, potentially causing disturbance, and the simple presence of the bags themselves may cause seal displacement? Aerial images 
confirm that oyster bags were present on top of and adjacent to seal haul out sites in 2005 ? 2009. Personal observations (DTP) during regular fieldwork 
indicate that there were few or no bags on the upper seal islands from 2002-2004." NPS (2007) reported that during the 2007 harbor seal pupping season, 
NPS documented oyster bags placed on sandbars where seals normally give birth and nurse their pups. Two oyster bag arrays (approximately 5 acres) were 
within a regular harbor seal haul out site, and one other oyster bag site was within 50 meters of a regular harbor seal haul out site. NRC (2009 p 49) states 
that "a precautionary approach to management would seek to reduce types of disturbance that affect behavior during the breeding season to avoid potential 
population effects that would only be evident with long-term monitoring".  

It is not possible to extrapolate the measured relationships in Becker et al. (2009) to predict what will happen when mariculture is removed. However, "no 
production" would logically extend the relationship, resulting in wider use of the Estero by harbor seals and higher numbers of pups in the upper flats.  

There is research in this immediate area that clearly establishes that long-term occasional disturbance can cause suitable areas not to be used for harbor seal 
pupping. Aside from the two Becker, et. al. papers there are additional studies on this topic that are accessible to NPS staff.  

From 1996 until 2002 there was an import experiment conducted just across the hills in Tomales Bay. The Farallones Marine Sanctuary Association, in 
collaboration with the Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary instituted the SEALS (Sanctuary Education Awareness and Long-term Stewardship) 
program.  

One of the selected sites was Clam Island In The Middle Of Tomales Bay. Mariculture activity (clammers) was disturbance of long duration of the harbor 
seal colony on the south end of the island. Over six years a docent education program was conducted which involved educating clammers, boaters, kayakers 
and the like. At periods of lower tide volunteers set up small flags cordoning off the south end of the island. Docents were on the island dealing with the 
public convincing them of the reasons not to go into the "closed" area. NPS boats patrolled the area pulling over disturbing vessels explaining their actions 
and possible violation of the MMPA. During that six-year period, the number of pups born there rose exponentially. At the conclusion of the study and when 
docent activities were ended the result was that harbor seal pupping declined and is now almost at the pre-disturbance level.  

NPS and the Coastal Commission established a 91-meter buffer around seal haul outs in the upper Estero. NRC (2009, p. 48) indicates larger buffers have 
been set in reserves elsewhere: "The mean distance at which seals are flushed into the water by small boats and people ranges between 80 m and 530 m, with 
some disturbances recorded at distances of over 1,000 m (Appendix D). These empirical studies have been used to underpin zonation of marine protected 
areas, for example where a 1.5-km buffer exists around harbor seal haul-out sites in the Dutch Wadden Sea to exclude recreational disturbance (Brasseur and 
Fedak, 2003) and where a 500-m exclusion zone around breeding and molting haul-out sites has been included in the mariculture industry's best practice 
guidelines in Shetland, United Kingdom."  

If a permit is granted, we believe that no mariculture operations be permitted where any disturbance of harbor seals might occur. This should be not just 
where harbor seals have been present but in any area where appropriate harbor seal habitat exists. Therefore, we would recommend that a potential and 
actual critical habitat analysis be performed prior to any permit being issued. This might require moving current mariculture operations further down the 
Estero to avoid any possible interference with appropriate habitat. Permit conditions should include specific prohibitions against either intentional or 
unintentional harassment of harbor seals. In addition, a permit condition should be that the permitee fund monitoring and enforcement activities of 
administering the permit.  
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The Marine Mammal Center respectfully submits the attached memorand!i"'j """""'=.'I?'~--fr&.~Er~'l 
consideration as you prepare scoping documents in advance of an envirdhmea~. - :--;--ct siudi ) 
for a special use permit in Drake's estero_ We understand the context for ~.i ..,., .. " S~~1!tel~~~~-= 
the possible extension of a commercial lease for oyster farming as opposea-to the statutory -. . 
return of the region to wilderness, as designated in the original legislation for Point Reyes_ 

This memo was drafted with input from the Center's scientific team and with the additional 
review of the Center's board. committee on policy and external affairs_ 

If the result of an EIS allows that a special use permit be granted, the Center believes that no 
mariculture operations be permitted where any disturbance of harbor seals might occur_ This 
should be determined based not just on where harbor seals have been present, but in 
consideration of any area where appropriate harbor seal habitat exists_ Therefore, we would 
recommend strongly that a potential and actual critical habitat analysis be performed prior to 
any permit being issued_ This might require moving current mariculture operations further down 
the Estero to avoid any possible interference with appropriate habitat. Permit conditions should 
include specific prohibitions against either intentional or unintentional harassment of harbor 
seals_ In addition, a condition of permitting should be that the permitee fund monitoring and 
enforcement activities of administering the permit. 

Please contact me with questions regarding this memo_ 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Boehm 
Executive Director 
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MEMORANDUM 

Re: Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit EIS 
Submitted: November 10, 2010 

This memorandum constitutes the comments of The Marine Mammal Center on 
the Environmental Impact Statement regarding the possible special use permit for 
Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC). Contributors to this memo include members of 
the Center's scientific staff, and members of the Policy and External Affairs committee 
of the Center's Board of Directors. The Center's comments address the effect of the 
possible permit on harbor seals within Drakes Estero. 

Drakes Estero is an important year-round haul-out site and seasonal pupping 
area on Point Reyes, which supports approximately 20% of the mainland California 
harbor seal population during the breeding season (Allen, 1988; NRC 2009). The 
population of seals using Drakes EsteJo increases during the breeding season. 
Females with pups tend to use sand bars away from males, and seal haul-out sites in 
the upper and middle Estero are more important to mothers and pups than lower haul
outs at the mouth (Allen, 1988; NRC 2009), and the upper sites are closest to the 
mariculture operation. The importance of these haul-out sites for seal reproduction are 
reflected in a number of reports (see below). 

NRC (2009, p. 44) states: "the remote nature of the Estero, combined with an 
absence of marine predators and other pinnipeds, make this an important habitat for 
harbor seals. This is reflected in the use of the Estero by harbor seals for breeding
Drakes Estero, along with the Double Point colony, consistently accounts for a large 
fraction of the pups at Marin County haul-out sites (Truchinski et aL, 2008)." "Intertidal 
sand banks provide habitat for seals to give birth and suckle their pups or rest during 
the nonbreeding season, and other estuarine areas provide foraging habitat (Wright et 
aL, 2007) and areas where breeding adults engage in underwater display and aquatic 
mating (Van Parijs et aL, 2000; Hayes et aL, 2004)." (NRC, 2009, p41) As NRC (2009, 
p. 22) notes: "Human activities and development have displaced harbor seals from 
traditional habitats in areas such as San Francisco Bay, highlighting the importance of 
Drakes Estero as a relatively unmodified habitat." Sydeman and Allen (1999) report on 
the state of the harbor seal population in the Farallones region and state: 'We are 
unclear as to the limiting factors now affecting harbor seals in central California, but we 
suspect undisturbed habitat may be limiting breeding populations on the mainland." 

The Marine Mammal Commission Terms of Reference (2010) states: Human 
activities prior to the mid 1900s substantially depleted harbor seals in California. 
Following passage of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, the population began 
to recover. The most recent stock assessment report for California harbor seals notes 
that -[n]et production rates appeared to be decreasing from 1982 to 1994 ... [and] the 
decrease in population growth rate has occurred at the same time as a decrease in 
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human-caused mortality and may indicate that the population is approaching its 
environmental carrying capacity 

The Terms of Reference under the section "Disease and Contaminants" states 
that 22 pups stranded and died of unknown causes on Drakes Beach in 2008 citing 
TMMC records. Of those, nine of the 17 pups that presented, presented with peri
mortem trauma, primarily skull fractures, three were identified as maternal separation 
and four were classified as unknown. These data indicate that trauma to neonate seals 
occurs in the Estero. 

Mariculture may be limiting breeding habitat in Drakes Estero. The mariculture 
footprint in the Estero coupled with ongoing mariculture activities, throughout the year 
can represent a chronic disturbance, an intrusion which reduces the habitat available to 
harbor seals for birthing and pupping. Harbor seal monitoring data, aerial photographs 
of bag and rack placement, and oyster production data provide a basis for investigating 
that relationship. 

We understand that over the past decade an unplanned change occurred in 
Drakes Estero, something of an experiment. The prior oyster company lowered 
production, and in that period, annual maximum counts of harbor seals in Drakes Estero 
peaked between 2002 and 2004, and pup counts in Drakes Estero increased from 2000 
to 2004, while those in the rest of the region slowly declined (Becker et ai, 2010). The 
present owners of the oyster farm increased production compared to the five years 
before their purchase: production of 3.4 million oysters in 2006 compared to an average 
of 0.9 million oysters harvested in the years 2000-2004 (CDFG Drakes Estero Oyster 
Production Data in NRC, 2009). Aerial photos, from 2005 on, show oyster bags placed 
closer and closer to the upper flats (UEF, OB, UEN), important sites used by harbor 
seals for birthing and nursing their young. 

NRC (2009, p. 84) reported that the National Park Service pinniped monitoring 
program provides "as yet untapped potential for assessing trends in the abundance of 
harbor seals in Drakes Estero in relation to wider regional trends." Based on NRC 
recommendations, Becker et al. (2010) conducted statistical analysis of the monitoring 
data and included data on oyster production, regional seal population, environmental 
conditions, and visitor disturbance observations,' 

Becker et ai, (2010) reported "the study, while correlational, supports the 
prediction that chronic human disturbance (as measured by mariculture activities) 
coupled with natural processes, affects seal haul out patterns at both the colony and 
regional scales ... While the use of total annual oyster harvest in the estuary was 
negatively correlated (when modeled with ENSO) with nearby seal haul out use (Becker 
et al. 2009, NRC 2009), total oyster harvest is not a perfect measure of activity near the 
seals (NRC 2009)." Becker et al. (2010) also modeled the binary effect of high vs. low 
production levels (to eliminate the assumption of a linear relationship between oyster 
harvest and pup and seal use) based on the periods of lowest oyster harvest (2000-
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2004 and 1999-2004). Becker et al. (201.0) reported that, after removing other potential 
effects, higher oyster harvest was associated with a decline in the proportion of seals 
using Drakes Estero in the Point Reyes region (proportional declines: -0.07 ± 0.02 for 
seal pups; -0.05 ± 0.02 for total seals: and model estimates of numerical declines; -65 ± 
18 total pups; -192 ± 58 for total seals). 

Reducing disturbance is an important concern. The current owners emphasize 
bag culture on the intertidal flats of the Estero. This practice involves trips to these flats 
to plant and then later rebag the shellfish as they grow, to turn the bags, and eventually 
to harvest. Oysters raised elsewhere in the Estero are brought to the flats for hardening 
to present them to market. The presence of these bags and the associated trips may 
cause seal displacement. Becker et al. (2009) state "The number and distribution of 
mariculture equipment (bags) on sandbars near seals for extended time periods is 
another potential measure. Bags need to be tended, potentially causing disturbance, 
and the simple presence of the bags themselves may cause seal displacement. .. Aerial 
images confirm that oyster bags were present on top of and adjacent to seal haul out 
sites in 2005 - 2009. Personal observations (DTP) during regular fieldwork indicate that 
there were few or no bags on the upper seal islands from 2002-2004." NPS (2007) 
reported that during the 2007 harbor seal pupping season, NPS documented oyster 
bags placed on sandbars where seals normally give birth and nurse their pups. Two 
oyster bag arrays (approximately 5 acres) were within a regular harbor seal haul out 
site, and one other oyster bag site was within 50 meters of a regular harbor seal haul 
out site. NRC (2009 P 49) states that "a precautionary approach to management would 
seek to reduce types of disturbance that affect behavior during the breeding season to 
avoid potential population effects that would only be evident with long-term monitoring". 

It is not possible to extrapolate the measured relationships in Becker et al. (2009) 
to predict what will happen when mariculture is removed. However, "no production" 
would logically extend the relationship, resulting in wider use of the Estero by harbor 
seals and higher numbers of pups in the upper flats. 

There is research in this immediate area that clearly establishes that long-term 
occasional disturbance can cause suitable areas not to be used for harbor seal pupping. 
Aside from the two Becker, et. al. papers there are additional studies on this topic that 
are accessible to NPS staff. 

From 1996 until 2002 there was an import experiment conducted just across the 
hills in Tomales Bay. The Farallones Marine Sanctuary Association, in collaboration 
with the Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary instituted the SEALS 
(Sanctuary Education Awareness and Long-term Stewardship) program. 

One of the selected sites was Clam Island In The Middle Of Tomales Bay. 
Mariculture activity (clammers) was disturbance of long duration of the harbor seal 
colony on the south end of the island. Over six years a docent education program was 
conducted which involved educating clammers, boaters, kayakers and the like. At 
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periods of lower tide volunteers set up small flags cordoning off the south end of the 
island. Docents were on the island dealing with the public convincing them of the 
reasons not to go into the "closed" area. NPS boats patrolled the area pulling over 
disturbing vessels explaining their actions and possible violation of the MMPA. During 
that six-year period, the number of pups born there rose exponentially. At the 
conclusion of the study and when docent activities were ended the result was that 
harbor seal pupping declined and is now almost at the pre-disturbance level. 

NPS and the Coastal Commission established a 91-meter buffer around seal 
haul outs in the upper Estero. NRC (2009, p. 48) indicates larger buffers have been set 
in reserves elsewhere: "The mean distance at which seals are flushed into the water by 
small boats and people ranges between 80 m and 530 m, with some disturbances 
recorded at distances of over 1,000 m (Appendix D). These empirical stUdies have been 
used to underpin zonation of marine protected areas, for example where a 1.5-km buffer 
exists around harbor s~al haul-out sites in'the Dutch Wadden Sea to exclude 
recreational disturbance (Brasseur and Fedak, 2003) and where a 500-m exclusion 
zone around breeding and molting haul-out sites has been included in the mariculture 
industry's best practice guidelines in Shetland, United Kingdom." 

If a permit is granted, we believe that no mariculture operations be permitted 
where any disturbance of harbor seals might occur. This should be not just where 
harbor seals have been present but in any area where appropriate harbor seal habitat 
exists. Therefore, we would recommend that a potential and actual critical habitat 
analysis be performed prior to any permit being issued. This might require moving 
current mariculture operations further down the Estero to avoid any possible 
interference with appropriate habitat. Permit conditions should include specific 
prohibitions against either intentional or unintentional harassment of harbor seals. In 
addition, a permit condition should be that the permitee fund monitoring and 
enforcement activities of administering the permit. 
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Name: Cherry, Bob  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 13:13:51 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am concerned that you are considering issuing a Special Use Permit for a commercial operation within the a marine wilderness area in the park. The NPS 
Organic Act calls for the preservation of parks for the enjoyment of all and for the preservation of park resources. Issuing this SUP would be contrary to the 
direction of Congress as stated in the Organic Act and should not be permitted.  

I understand that scientists who have looked at this issue are recommending that the commercial operation not continue. President Obama has pledged that 
his administration will make decisions such as this on science and not on politics. If the scientists say it is not an appropriate use of the park's resources then 
it should not be allowed.  
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Name: Kish, C.  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Individual tax payer Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 13:34:37 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Pointe Reyes is one of the only unspolied fisheries left in the bay area. Drakes Bay Oyster farm is a huge part of this fishery. Putting them out of business 
would be yet one more black eye for California. The oyster farm create jobs, generates tax revenue, preserves a culture that is Point Reyes,and does so in a 
way that is eco-freindly. They care about the land and the sea that has been intrusted to them with their lease and they are setting a wonderful example for the 
next generations of fisheries to come. What better use could we possibly have for this piece of land? The last thing California needs is one more piece of 
neglected property that will become a liability and an eye sore. Please let Drakes Bay Oyster Farm live on. Renew their lease!  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: NPCA Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 13:43:25 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: National Parks should not be used by private companies who are concerned only with profit. They will pollute and destroy the area.  
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Name: dalal, namita  
Address:  

USA  
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Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 13:47:01 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: -The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

3rdrail9ers Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 13:52:42 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: To Whom it may concern,  

We have been buying Drake's Bay Oysters for over 30 years, first from the Johnsons and then from the Lunny's.  

We are a group of NFL Tailgate enthusiasts and backpackers and we're known for oysters at our football games and for backpacking 60lbs of fresh oysters 
into Pt. Reyes Wildcat Canyon for beachfront camping trips. Drake's Bay oysters and football are family traditions that has been passed down to our kids 



and will continue on.  

We watched when Kevin Lunny took over the oyster farm operations and were delighted when he invested heavily in cleaning up the operation and going 
with the true organic technique. We feel that the cluster grown oyster from the Drake's estruary is superior in taste to the silt bed grown oysters of the 
Tomales Bay.  

In light of recent developments, we feel obliged to bring our support of the Lunnys and the farm to the attention of those who may have a role in extending 
the lease.  

We feel that the commercial operation of the farm is no different than the commercial operations in Yellowstone (motorized tourguides) or the operations of 
the Yosemite Village.  

In this economy, we question the wisdom of closing a green operation that employs over 20 people, many with a highly specialized skill set. In this era of 
food source scrutiny, we question the removal of a locally produced source of the best self regenerating protein on the planet.  

In not renewing the lease, we remove a site that fits the image of a modernized, organic historical farm that provides an unmatched and irreplacable product 
in the local food community.  

We hope the Lease is renewed and will continue to support the Lunny's in their endeavor.  

George Astin 49er Backpacker Chef-3rdrail9er Tailgate Crew  
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Name: Hanzel, Rachel  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 14:02:31 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear Sir or Madame,  

I am writing to express my concern for the continuation of the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. As a model company, Drakes Bay Family Farms should be allowed 
to continue their work of harvesting oysters. Without this company countless number of local jobs would be lost. Drake Bay Family Farm not only provides 
jobs and housing to the local community of Tomales Bay, but also upholds a significant part of history and diversity. In addition they work to preserve vital 
eco systems and promote green business practices. It would be a terrible thing to loose this wonderful company!  

Sincerely, Rachel Hanzel  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 14:07:33 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please!!!! At some point we have to stop selling out our national treasures or fairly soon there won't be any left. Our beautiful protected areas are supposed 
to do just that, protect animals and the environment and be there to thrill future generations of citizens. They do not exist so the commercial few can make a 
buck. How short sighted can Americans and our government be. Please table this consideration....Thank you.  
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Name: Kendall, Andrea  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,11,2010 14:10:48 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Christenson DRS, Rev. Gary R  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Earthstone Ministry Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 14:12:04 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing you in support of issuing a renewable Special Use Permit to Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  



I have been a avid customer of this farm for over 30 years, Long before it was purchased by Kevin Lunny purchased Johnson Oyster farm in 2005.  

I am also a strong supporter of locally owned businesses and environmentally conscious. I have many memories of visiting this farm way back to when my 
children were small and would be saddened to see them be forced to close. A trip to Pt. Reyes just wou;ld not be the same.  

I have read the reports and can see no evidence that they are harming the environment or damaging the ecology to Drakes Bay. In fact, your claims are 
refuted by scientific evidence to the contrary. Also is the fact that, being locally owned, they have a lower carbon footprint than companies that need to 
transport the same product from many miles distant.  

Please see your way clear to issue this permit. Let us encourage our local business people instead of harassing them with false claims, especially in this 
economy we need to keep as many dollars local as is possible.  

Thank you  

Rev. Gary Christenson  
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Name: McMillan, Margaret E  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Audubon & NPCA Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 14:24:41 
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Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear National Park Service;  

No offense to anyone this is not meant to be rude, but this to me is a "no-brainer." There is no way that a business, private or government, should have 
access to this marine estuary for the purposes of running the business.  

First of all, the top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point 
Reyes Wilderness Act. Our planet is now in crisis due to the depletion and destruction of our natural resources. We, being part of the chain of life and on the 
food chain, can also become an endangered species. We are not above this.  

Second, the NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the people, not 
for private profit.  

Third, the NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness 
resources. In addition, scientific studies done have demonstrated that destruction of the estuaries is having adverse effects on wildlife that depend on these 
particular bodies of water. Again, we disrupt our life and food chains.  

I sincerely hope that you take these serious issues into the forefront of your considerations about this area before any decision is made. Thank you for 
allowing us, the public, to comment and give you our concerns, and for listening to us.  

Sincere regards, Margaret McMillan  
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Name: Wolohan, Maurice  
Address:  

 
USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,11,2010 14:25:07 
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Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I strongly support the approval of a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. A renewable Special Use Permit will allow the oyster 
farm to make necessary building repairs and replacements. It will allow the farm to continue to operate as a living and working example of a sustainable 
fishery, exemplifying best practices of the industry and interpreting the ecology of the Estero to the public, while existing in harmony with and 
complementing the Point Reyes National Seashore.  

I began visiting the Point Reyes peninsula with my family in the 1950's when we would rent a house each summer in Inverness. Later, my wife and I moved 
to Inverness, where we raised our family and have lived full time since 1976. I know first hand and remember well what the Point Reyes peninsula was like 
before the Park was established. The dairy farms and the oyster operation were an integral part of the land then, and they continue to be so today. When it 
was created PRNS was envisioned as both a sanctuary and a preserve of this unique environment, including the long-standing tradition of dairy farms and 
oyster cultivation and the people working the land and the Estero as a way of life. In fact, the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm is the last operating oyster cannery in 
the State. I believe that the EIS Committee should analyze the importance of the historic and cultural value of the oyster farm, as well as the interpretive 
services it provides for visitors to the Park.  

The second area that I want to see the EIS Committee analyze is the economic value of the oyster farm in terms of the State, County and local economy. For 



a majority of my professional career, I worked as the Director of Housing Rehabilitation and Development for the Marin County Housing Authority, 
fostering the development and preservation of affordable housing and workforce housing for Marin's working class and lower-income families. I know first 
hand the challenges, the difficulty and the high cost of developing and maintaining affordable workforce housing and employment for low-income families 
and individuals-those with the least financial means living in the midst of an affluent region. The oyster farm provides both a living wage and affordable 
workforce housing for its employees. The oyster farm makes a significant contribution to the local West Marin economy, which benefits from the commerce 
of buying and selling oysters and from the employees who live and spend in the community. And most importantly, the oyster farm provides steady 
employment and affordable workforce housing for many of the families and individuals who work there.  

In an era of high unemployment, a stagnant and diminished economy, and a sever lack of affordable housing, shouldn't we do everything possible to preserve 
and support what existing resources and successes we have right in our own backyard?  
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Correspondence: I am an oyster eater and nature lover. Drakes Bay Oyster Farm has been a source of fun and delicious outings for me and my family for many years. It is 
also improving the ecosystem in which it operates, in bettering water quality and fish diversity, among other beneficial impacts.  

For the sake of us, our children and the next 7 generations, and for the Tomales Bay ecosystem's protection, please issue a renewable special permit for 
Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. Analyze the negative impact on people who love local, sustainable food especially local oysters: where else can we eat local, fresh 
oysters in the Bay Area? Nowhere!  

Analyze how this operation helps its eco-system, and whether there are any significant negatives to all the critters and plants in its sphere of endeavor. If the 
benefits to the eco-chain outweigh other negatives, let this farm continue.  

I am a 4th generation Northern Californian. I am deeply saddened at the continual degradation of the region and state where my great-grandparents found a 
life in a clean environment. Native American look 7 generations ahead. Will the rest of us ever learn?  
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Correspondence: I urge the National Park Service to NOT RENEW the lease now held by Drakes Bay Oyster Company. Since the principal objective of the NPS is to 
MANAGE OUR NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES TO SUPPORT THEIR MAXIMUM PROTECTION, RESTORATION AND 
PRESERVATION, extending this lease clearly would defeat the objective. The operation of this large commercial enterprise, Drakes Bay Oyster Company, 
within the National Seashore is in conflict with this objective.  

The opinions that local families like the oysters, or that oysters are nutritious and a sustainable food source are irrelevant. If you used that line of reasoning 
you could let the hunters take the deer from Yosemite National Park and sell the venison on the open market ...or how about organic alligator steaks from the 
Everglades? When the Park Service tried to protect the habitat of native deer by removing the exotic white deer from the Seashore the local population 
created an uproar about the sanctity of life. Yet now some of them choose to allow the removal of the oysters from the Seashore waters for private gain. I 
believe that within the National Parks ALL life should be respected and protected, even shellfish.  

What is relevant now and forever is the protection, restoration and preservation of the Point Reyes National Seashore, not the harvesting and processing of 
oysters within it for the exclusive financial benefit of private individuals.  
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Correspondence: How would John Muir, Teddy Roosevelt and others who were influential in starting the National Park system feel about having a commercial profit making 
enterprise in a National Park? These founders of the Park system drove out the entrepreneurs, loggers, miners and ranchers to set aside the land and preserve 
it in its most natural state for the enjoyment and recreation of the people of this country.  

I say NO to commerce in our National Seashore. It's not like DBOC is the only oyster company in the region. There are good oyster companies, even closer, 



in Tomales Bay that can easily accommodate West Marin's and our visitor's appetite for Oysters.  

The decision to be made is not about good or bad science or expanding the food industry. It's about policy. If leases are extended, the extensions will go on 
forever, every ten years. Save the Park for the people, all 300 million of us, not the few in West Marin who seem to like only DBOC oysters.  
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Correspondence: National Park Service U.S. Department of interior  

Regarding: Drakes Estero at California's Point Reyes National Seashore  

Dear Sir\Madam: I am writing to you to express my concerns with allowing commercial harvesting of oysters in the Drakes Estero. Drakes Estero is the only 
protected area on the California Coast and should be kept intact for the public to enjoy and use in its present state. Allowing commercial use of the areas 
proposed will decimate the oyster population as it has in other oyster beds in the west coast area. Providing oysters to restaurants, or for resale at seafood 
merchants should not be at the expense of our protected areas. Please keep Drakes Estero as it currently is.  

Thank you Tim Hetzler  
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Correspondence: Dear Sir or Madam,  

Drake's Bay Oyster Farm represents what is best about life in California: people respecting and working in harmony with nature, continuing a tradition of 
oyster farming in the Bay Area of nearly 100 years and maintaining a fishery that's been active for literally thousands of years. It has been shown repeatedly 
around the world that healthy oyster beds lead to healthy bays and estuaries. DBOF has shown that they are dependable stewards of the land and only 
employ sustainable methods in their farming. That, along with their unique environment (the deep-water upwelling that occurs just off the coast) results in 
the cleanest water on the California coast and yields what are considered among the finest oysters in the world.  

Clearly; for environmental, cultural, historical, educational, economical, and many other reasons; Drake's Bay Oyster Farm is far too valuable an asset to 
shut down and, therefore, I urge this body to grant them a renewable Special Use Permit for the farm. Thank you.  

Regards, Kenneth Stevens  
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Correspondence: To Whom it may concern,  

The Drakes Bay Oyster Farm is a small business operating in sn enviromentally friendly way. It has historic significance, and functions as a tourist 
destination while operating a for profit business reliant on the clean ocean waters. Our alumni group met at Pt. Reyes a year ago to enjoy common tourist 
activities, such as bird watching, spring flower identification, hiking and eating oysters. Pt. Reyes gets many visitors a year, and frankly there are not many 
activities besides the ones I just mentioned. Many people today cannot hike such as our seniors and disabled population and having a destination like the 
Drakes Bay Oyster Farm is a wonderful addition to the recreation and nature based tourism. I heard that they have met many regulations, changed practices 
over the years and are operating together to protect the environment with the parks service.  

Please permit them to continue operations.  

Deborah Giraud  
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Correspondence: Re: Drakes Oyster Farm in Point Reyes, CA I support a renewable operational permit for the Drakes Oyster Farm. Oyster farming is good for the water 
quality with the natural water filtering that oysters provide. The economic health of the community is helped by its operations. There is a long tradition of 
oyster farming in this area, which gives the continued operations historic value. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Christine Weinstein  
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Correspondence: TO: National Park Service Comment: national park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use. No commercial company 
should be allowed to use and profit from the wildlife of the park.  
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Correspondence: I would like to ask that you at PRNS correct all the mis information that is contained in the documents relative to Drakes Bay Oyster Co. It is my 
understanding that there are a number of reports that contain information that has been demonstrated to be inaccurate and is going to be used in the EIS. 
That would be a gross mistake since since it would provide a biased view.  

I have a very low opinion of the PRNS administration given their past--that is to say giving out information that was inaccurate and misleading. You have 
here the option of being transparent and open. That would be a refreshing change.  

I have seen how the Johnson's ran the Oyster farm and how the Lunny's have run it. There is very little question in my mind that DBOC is being run in a 
very environmentally sound way.  
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Correspondence: Sirs: I would like to comment on the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's application for a renewable permit. As a long time customer of the oyster farm I feel 
strongly that the tradition of oyster farming in Drakes Bay should be continued. As you are aware the oysters have no detrimental effects on the environment 
and there are benefits to having oysters living in the bay--they help clean up the water thru their filtering acton. The environmental impact of the farming 
operation itself is minimal. They use little fresh water, remove their waste, and all their product goes to local markets minimizing the impact of 
transportation on air polution. Thank you for your consideration. Ray Wilson  
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Correspondence: I am submitting this comment in opposition to the plan to allow private commercial use of Point Reyes National Seashore (specifically, the extension of an 
oyster company's operating permit). This seashore should receive full wilderness designation, and anything that would hinder that designation should not be 
allowed. Our national lands should be used solely for protection of wilderness and wildlife, and for non-commercial public use that does not threaten the 
wildlife and other natural components of the area. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  
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Correspondence: In short, there is no scientific, resource, economic or public health reason for not renewing the Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

This operation is a valuable resource for the entire community and has been in operation for many years without harm to the ecology, environment or use 
of the Park.  

Restrictions, if deemed necessary, can be incorporated into the Permit.  

Renew the Permit!  
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Correspondence: I and my family enthusiastically support a renewable Special Use Permit for the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm, allowing the farm to make necessary building 
repairs and/or replacements.  

Toward this end, I request that you include these topics in your analysis:  

- Oysters are a delicious and healthful sustainable food product, and Drakes Bay Oyster Farm is a model of sustainable fishing. - Visiting the farm is an 
enriching educational experience for both children and adults, demonstrating real science, ecology, and history in action (as compared to learning about it in 
textbooks). - The farm is an important part of the local and state history, and contributes to the cultural richness of the region.  

It would be a great loss to young and old alike if Drakes Bay Oyster Farm can no longer be sustained.  

Sincerely, Phil Ballou and Family  
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Correspondence: Every year I camp at SPT and get Oysters from Drakes Bay Osyer Farm. What a wonderful experience. How can the parks dept. even think of stopping this 
business. They (the parks people) must have something more important to work on. Pleas leave this place alone!  
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Correspondence: As a member of the California MLPA North Central Coast Regional Stakeholders Group I would like to support the no action Wilderness 2012 option of the 
draft EIR. This would end the mariculture lease at Drake's Bay as originally planned in 2012. If the no action option is selected then Drake's Bay can be 
restored to near its original state. Point Reyes National Seashore and its many visitors and wildlife species will only benefit.  

As a member of the MLPA process I participated in the negotiations that eventually led to parts of the Point Reyes offshore waters being designated 
California MPA's. Eliminating commericial mariculture from Drake's Bay will pave the way for Drake's Bay to be designated a fully protected State Marine 
Reserve. Most of us on the RSG long recognized the value of Drake's Bay as a wilderness area and I ask that the no action option be selected.  
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Correspondence: NPS,  

Drakes Estero estuary is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012. This important section of Point Reyes National Seashore can't truly be 
"wilderness" if commercial oyster operations are allowed to continue.  

I urge you to follow the spirit of the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act and deny the extension of the oyster operation's operating permit. Failing to do so 
would value commercial enterprise more than the public interest, would fail to consider the adverse impacts of commercial oyster operations on the 
environment, and fail to abide by this language in the Organic Act:  

"To conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by 
such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations."  

Favoring commercial operations over wilderness designation would fly in the face of conservation, enjoyment, and leaving Point Reyes National Seashore 
unimpaired for future generations.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  

Jeff Bjorn  

 
 




