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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 20:20:36 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Gilbertson, LeRoy  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

U.S. Citizen Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: One of my hobbies is hiking our national parks and in general enjoying our wildnerness. There are not all that many left to enjoy. The top priorities in 
decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS 
should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. 
The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Please kill this bad idea.  

Thank you.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,07,2010 20:23:22 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Dix, Nancy O  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The national parks should be to preserve the wilderness for people, not for profit.  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The NPS must consider the 
peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Karlovich, David R  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,07,2010 20:31:49 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  

 
Correspondence ID: 2905 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Raymond, Judith A  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside Organization: NPCA Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,07,2010 20:35:30 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: What we let go of now, we'll never be able to get back. Please keep our wilderness parks as they are.  
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Name: Campbell, Karen L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Regarding the oyster operation in Point Reyes, the top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and 
giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The National Park Service should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over 
commercial private use because the national parks are for the people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that 
concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources, and err on the side of protecting wilderness. We are losing so 
much wild land on this planet every day, we cannot afford to sacrifice Point Reyes.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 20:45:16 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: California's Point Reyes National Seashore is our only West Coast marine wilderness. The Drakes Estero, an estuary within the Point Reyes National 
Seashore is to be designated wilderness in the very near future (2012).  

This area, as the ecological heart of the Point Reyes National Seashore, must be protected from commercial exploitation. Wilderness designation must not 
change just because a for-profit venture wants it to go away so that they can make a buck and yet despoil a unique and sustainable environment owned by the 
people of the United States. National Parks are for the people and not for business, foreign or domestic. Just as we citizens of this nation are not allowed to 
take over business sites, no business must be allowed to profit from our public resources set aside for national Parks.  

Certainly, the National Parks Sdervice will try to assess threats to this wilderness area as a result of the commercial exploitation of its resources. These must 
not occur behind closed doors and must including peer-reviewed research assessments of the effects of a potential commercial operation within the Park. 
Results of these ongoing studies must be reported to the public in order to make this work transparent for our own evaluation.  

In this day and age, too many under the table deals between government and business sacrifice the sacred resources of the citizens of these United States. 
That process must come to an end.  
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Name: Hirsh, Sidney M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 20:56:02 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I urge you not to allow development at Point Reyes National Seashore. There is precious little wild areas left hrough out the west today, and in my 
estimation it is important to protect whatever remains.  
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Name: Leutz, Troy L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,07,2010 21:08:08 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: bacon, nicholas w  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,07,2010 21:26:58 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: To hell with allowing public lands to be commercialized!  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,07,2010 21:46:02 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Drakes Estero should remain as it is; no oyster company or other commercial enterprise should be allowed access to this important habitat.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Hello,  

Together we can make a difference for wildlife and visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing 
maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing 
wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-
reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness.  
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Name: Fiorentino, Doris S  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

NPCA Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: National Parks are for public recreational use, and should not be used for private enterprise. Please protect the Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's 
Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of the park. The estuary is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012, but 
an oyster company would like to extend its operating permit, contrary to longstanding wilderness plans. Please consider the peer-reviewed research that 
concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: rosenblood, jamie k  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,07,2010 22:26:02 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Kennan, Eden  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. What is the point of protecting special areas if the government is going to give it over to 



commercial use? I don't think that's what was intended when Point Reyes was made a national seashore.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you, Eden Kennan  
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Name: Riegelmayer, Colette L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 22:49:21 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: While the faulty science from the lead NAS scientist and the condenscending attitude from PRNS upper management is disappointing indeed, the most 
important fact that over two million dollars spent by the park has failed to point out is the fact that the Lunny's signed the contract. This is contract law pure 
and simple. They signed knowing fully well their use permit expires in 2012. Stop wasting time and money on anything else; it makes the park look weak 
and maintains the public perception of shadiness. Allowing this permit to be extended would open a pandora's box of "one time special favors" the NPS 
would not recover from.  
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Name: Parker, Cindy L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore is considered the ecological heart of the park. National park wilderness areas are 
for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse 
impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. I urge you to disallow the oyster company for using this valuable wilderness area for commercial 
gain.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,07,2010 23:21:01 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Hanson, Natalie  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,07,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Vesely, Sakura J  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 01:22:59 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: For Drake's Estero: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 
Point Reyes Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks 
are for the people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the 



oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Wood, Joyce G  
Address:   

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

NPCA, Nature Conservancy, NRDC Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 01:58:42 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Too many relatively pristine parts of our shores have been overexploited by human abuse----overfishing, pollution runoff from shore, garbage, and illegal 
netting and destruction of predatory wildlife. The profit motive is a laudable incentive, but only if the public interest in environmental preservation is 
considered and enforced.  
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Name: Zazow, Jami  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing to urge the National Park Service (NPS) to protect the only marine wilderness on the West Coast. Drakes Estero estuary within Point Reyes 
National Seashore is the ecological heart of the park -- and is on track to receive full wilderness designation. The top priority in decision-making should be 
providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

This means that when the private oyster company's lease is up in 2012, the NPS should NOT extend the operating permit. Doing so would be contrary to 
longstanding wilderness plans. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. After all, the 
national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

Additionally, the NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness 
resources.  

Thank you.  
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Name: Neumann, Nancy L  
Address:  

DEU  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 04:17:32 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please preserve DRakes EStero as Wilderness in 2012, and stop allowing commercial activity in this important wildlife area.  
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Name: strom, carol  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 04:40:13 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Public parks need to remain just that. So much of our land has been pillaged and damaged by business interests with only lip-service for restoration. This 
park needs to be kept for the public. Thanks.  
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Name: Hall, Suzanne  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 05:18:16 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: english, carol  
Address:  



USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Garden Club of New Jersey Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 06:00:10 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Wilderness resources must be protected. Commercial interests do not belong in national Parks. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness 
designation vision over commercial private use.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 06:15:38 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Wilderness is meant to be just that. It is not meant to be used in private commercial business.  
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Name: Yost, Wendy  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing to comment on the future of Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore  

This area should not be opened to commercial use.  

The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you.  

Wendy Yost  
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Name: mehl, roxanne -  
Address:   

USA  
Outside Organization: mother earth Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 06:29:37 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: no more wipping out lands that are an be long not to the white man or any man!!! its the land an home of all the wildlife.the lands are theres not mans!  
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Name: White, Gary F  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

NPCA Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Please continue to protect our wilderness areas from any commercial use.  

Thank You Gary White  
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Name: Tilley, Kimberly J  
Address:  

USA  



Outside 
Organization: 

concerned citizen Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 07:04:39 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am appalled by the idea of our National Parks being dug up, logged, mined, and commercialized. National Parks are there to protect the wilderness and 
wildlife. Stop bending to Big Money and start doing what is right. Keep the wilderness alive and healthy. Keep corporations out of the Parks. People entering 
the parks should be only there to observe wildlife, able to have access to clean air and water, view the breath taking scenery. The wildlife should not be 
hunted, culled, fished, poisoned, exterminated. The parks are set aside to preserve these beings and life forms out side the "normal" use man has portrayed of 
how the Earth should be treated.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 07:20:09 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: National Parks are for the people, not for private profit. Please protect and preserve this area. Thanks.  
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Name: Oakes, Dorothy J  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

NPCA Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: First off, I believe that the national parks are for the people, not for private profit, and that the National Park Service should prioritize the long-standing 
wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness 
resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act, and considering the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real 
adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. Thank you for considering my views.  
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Name: Lynne, Sandra K  
Address:   

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Leaders of the National Park Service:  

I understand that as leaders of the National Park Service you are currently seeking comments on whether to protect the Drakes Estero, an estuary within 
California's Point Reyes National Seashore, the only marine wilderness on the West Coast or allow its commercial use.  

At stake is the future of Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of the park. The 
estuary is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012, and that should proceed to completion sooner rather than later. Please disapprove the oyster 
company's request to extend its operating permit, which is contrary to longstanding wilderness plans. Protect the Drakes Estero, an estuary within 
California's Point Reyes National Seashore, from any form of commercial use.  

The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The NPS must consider the peer-
reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. Thank you for allowing me to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine 
wilderness, Point Reyes National Seashore.  

Very Respectfully, Sandra K. Lynne  
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Name: plumlee, ouida  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 07:48:30 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please do not let our National Parks and Seashores be used for commerical gains. The quiet beauty and wilderness of the parks would be destoried. No 
matter how much they said that their commerical business would not hurt the environment, it would. They will not be able to keep the noise or the pollution 
away from the area. I have never seen a business that was totally clean, not even our hosiptals, where it is vital to keep infection down. So no matter how 



much they said they would be quiet, clean up and not be seen, they would be. There is a lot of seashore that they can use, they do not need to use the 
National Seashore areas. The one big reason that they want to use it is the price that they would pay to use it. It is probably the cheapest. Plus the most most 
pristine. Letting businesses use our National Parks for business or selling them off to private whatevers, will destory them. They will no longer belong to the 
wilderness or the people of the United States. Please don't let them be destory for financial gain for just a few greedy people.  

Sincerly, Ouida Plumlee  
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Name: Feeley, J  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 08:08:21 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: In order for us to thrieve and be healthy, we need to keep biological diversity healthy. We need to have more open NATURAL areas and they must be 
LEFT ALONE! Keep greedy corporate hands OUT!  
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Name: George, Sharon K  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 08:11:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The national parks are one of our greatest resources. They provide homes for numerous species of animals which, without them, would by now have been 
extinct. And they teach children the value of wilderness areas. We need to maintain and support those who service them.  
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Name: Khristoforov, Mylee  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 08:15:04 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  
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Name: whyko-marolda, wendy  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 08:49:23 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please keep our wilderness wild.  
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Name: gingeresky, joan  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: nat' parks conservation Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 08:50:15 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Earles, Brent A  
Address:  

USA  



Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 08:53:07 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: nature is to enjoy,not to exploit  
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Name: Marschall, Katherine T  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 08:57:06 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: When I read the department's flier, with excerpts from the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act, and the mission statement of the National Parks Service, I find 
it hard to believe that Drake's Bay Oyster company farming should be allowed to continue farming oysters in the estuary.  

Very little of our seacoast has been preserved *as wilderness*, particularly reaching out into the sea waters. Estuaries and coastal waters are vital to the 
health of the oceans, and natural fishing. Not to mention, the sheer logic and morality of making the effort to preserve lands and waters in as nearly an 
original, unpolluted undisturbed state as possible. Oyster farming does not contribute in any way to that stated mission both of the NPS and specially the 
Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

Please consider carefully that wilderness designation, and its importance to us and to generations to come. Commercial use should take a distant second 
place to preserving some comparatively small part the coast for future generations.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this 
important wildlife area.  
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Name: Cambria, Marguerite A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 09:05:21 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 09:10:32 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012. Do not continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area.  
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Name: Amato, Julie  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear Sirs,  

It's important to me to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness.....and to make a difference for wildlife and the visitors of Point 
Reyes National Seashore.  

The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks should be for 
the people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  



Thank you for taking the time to listen to my concerns for for Drakes Estero,  

Kind Regards,  

Julie  
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Name: Forwood, Suzy K  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

NPS Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Top priorities in decision-making should provide maximum protection of wilderness resources and give full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness 
Act.  

The National Park Service must make the vision of designating wilderness supercede the interests of private and/or commercial parties.  

National parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

Please, you must consider the peer-reviewed research which explains potential and real adverse impacts from oyster operations on wilderness resources 
land.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife 
and visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  

This is one of the most stunning and interesting marine parks. Don't let it be destroyed!  
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Name: Bohler, Judith A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Alvernia University Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 09:24:37 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Bisbing, John P  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

AMC Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 09:24:55 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: To the National Park Service,  

I am a resident of the East Coast, but I travel to California a few times a year and have visited Point Reyes National Seashore a number of times. It is a 
beautiful, natural area and should be kept as wilderness; for the citizens to enjoy, not for commercial exploitation.  

I urge you to consider the top priorities in the decision-making process of this issue to be in providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and 
giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

Also, the National Park Service should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

Our national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  



John P. Bisbing, Sharon,  
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Name: Killebrew, Patricia A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear Sir or Madam, I am writing to request you not open Drake's Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness, for any commercial use. To uphold the 
mission of the NPS - what I could on you to do for this and future generations - you should focus on:  

* providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act as a top priority.  

* the NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

* the national parks are for the people, NOT for private profit - and NEVER should be envisioned or utilized in this way. NEVER.  

* the NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Sincerely, Patricia Killebrew  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I believe the NPS should fully protect Drakes Estero, the only marine wilderness on the West Coast, and NOT allow commercial use of any kind within the 
Point Reyes National Seashore. Drakes Estero is considered the ecological heart of the park and its exploitation for any private profit would be tragic. The 
estuary is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012 and I consider the NPS to be acting against its basic mandate when it considers allowing an 
oyster company to extend its operating permit. The top priority for decision-making in the NPS should always be to provide maximum protection of 
wilderness resources. I do not support extending the operating permit in this region since it is contrary to longstanding wilderness plans and contradicts the 
1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The national parks are for the people, not for commercial private use. The NPS should always support the long-standing 
wilderness designation vision of the Drakes Estero within Point Reyes National Seashore, not private profit. I believe the NPS is required to consider the 
peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. I urge the NPS to reject 
extending the operating permit and instead focus on protecting this unique and valuable asset of the United States for all peoples, not the business profits of 
the few.  
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Name: Davies, James G  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 09:49:52 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Johnson, Michele C  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife and 



visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  
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Name: Ball Van Zee, Michelangelo X  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 10:02:28 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I think that you should strongly reconsider extending the lease of this land to the Drakes Bay Oyster Company. The continued impact of this company on the 
wilderness nature of the area can not be quantified in monetary terms. Any damage is essentially irreversible. Also, it was already mandated in the 1976 
Point Reyes Wilderness Act that this lease would not be extended. What is the point of this act if it can later be flouted? This challenges the basis of most 
environmental laws. They have no significance if they are not followed.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

2957 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Sabo, Betty A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The National Park Service is deciding whether to protect the only marine wilderness on the West Coast or allow its commercial use. At stake is the future of 
Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of the park. The estuary is on track to 
receive full wilderness designation in 2012, but an oyster company would like to extend its operating permit, contrary to longstanding wilderness plans.  

I ask that the estuary receive full wilderness designation.  

First, your top priority should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

Second, you should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

Third, National Parks should be for the people, not for private profit.  

Finally, peer-reviewed research concludes that an oyster company's presence causes negative impacts on wilderness resources.  

Please, keep this estuary as pristine as possible and do not allow any commercial ventures to disrupt its receiving the proper wilderness designation.  
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Name: Walder, E Gail  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for allowing me the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for 
wildlife and visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  

Sincerely,  

E Gail Walder  
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Name: Kotte, Merry Brook  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 



Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife and 
visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  
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Name: Richkus, John W  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife and 
visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  
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Name: Feran, Michael  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 10:22:17 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Hello, I am writing you to urge you to keep Drakes Estero on track for full wilderness designation in 2012 and not allow opening this precious piece of 
coastline up for priviate development or commericial use of any kind.  

Our national parks are for the use of the people not private, for-profit commercial gain.  

Please ensure your top priorities in decision-making are providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point 
Reyes Wilderness Act.  

Sincerely, -Michael Feran  
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Name: Savett, Adam  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please accept the following as my formal comments.  

Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore is considered the ecological heart of the park. I understand that the estuary is 
on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012. I also understand that Drakes Estero is the only marine wilderness on the West Coast.  

The highest priorities in decision-making for the NPS should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 
Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

It is a fundamental tenet of our wilderness protection that the national parks are for the people - not for private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from continued oyster operation on the wilderness 
resources of Drakes Estero.  

Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to comment.  
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Name: LeBlanc, Edward  



Address:  
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 10:37:14 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I heard that the Park Service is considering allowing commercial use in Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore, 
which is being considered for wilderness designation, and I wish to comment.  

Any public space that is being considered for wilderness designation should be protected from private exploitation with no exception. Our National Parks 
are for the people and are not for sale and not for rent.  

Please protect this sensitive area from commercial exploitation.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 10:41:02 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please do not allow the extension on the oyster farming. The Point Reyes National Seashore is an area of unsurpassed beauty and should not be 
commercialized. The constant encroachment of residential and commercial areas on wilderness has left few coastal preserves of significance. My children 
have been able to experience the different types of coastal habitats and I would like future generations to enjoy and learn from these areas as well. It is an 
important step to protect these areas before it is too late.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 10:44:46 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing to urge that you completely protect the Drakes Estero estuary as wilderness and not permit commercial use of the estuary.  

The purpose of national parks is to preserve the environment for the benefit of all citizens, not to provide profit for private companies.  

In addition scientific research indicates that the proposed oyster operation would have negative environmental impacts, which again is not in keeping with 
the mission of the national park system.  

Thank you for your consideration.  
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Name: Brown, Adrienne  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I've been a long-time resident of the San Fransisco bay area in the past and its with those memories and challenges in mind that I write these notes --NPS 
must provide maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. --Most importantly, the NPS must 
consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. --The NPS should 
prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. There is 
just not enough coastal protection for the wilderness species and resources! Thank you  
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Name: borough, gemariah  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 10:49:01 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: have you forgotten to respect God's creation? His demands? temperance. No commercial venture understands how to leave the beauty alone. how to leave 
nature alone to heal and be shared by all. There are no tippy-toes in the commercial industry. This piece of our property is slated for full wilderness status 
and should continue on that track. In fact, the date should be moed from 2012 to 2011. It needs no paperwork for anyone to see it is an American jewel. Just 



do it.  

Blessings,  
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Name: Winegar, Ivan  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: NPCA Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 10:52:41 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I believe national park wilderness is for wildlife and visitors not commercial development. Please keep the estuary at Point Reyes wild.  
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Name: L, Vincent  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: NPCA Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 11:01:30 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: NO! HELL NO! No commercial use for any public land, PERIOD! We need to expand the parks!  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 11:01:38 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Webb, Jody  
Address:   

USA  
Outside Organization: National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 11:03:39 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: schermi, stevi c  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 11:07:11 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: NO COMMERCIAL USE OF ANY PARK LAND ANYWHERE IN THIS COUNTRY!!!!! PERIOD!!!!!!!! there is no need and there NEVER will be a 
need, PERIOD!!!!!!!! got that????? no more B S!!!!! PERIOD!!!!! NO TALK-NO DISCUSSION-NOTHING!!!!! PERIOD!!!!!!!  
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Name: Wu, Jonathan C  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 11:09:39 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear NEPA team,  

I am writing to show my support of the issuance of a permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Farm and to suggest areas of research that should be included.  

First, I would like to cite NEPA, Section 2, which states that:  

"The purposes of this Act are: To declare a national policy which will encourage productive and enjoyable harmony between man and his environment; to 
promote efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage to the environment and biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of man; to enrich the 
understanding of the ecological systems and natural resources important to the Nation."  

I am citing this as a reminder that the purpose of NEPA is to foster harmony and production between man and his environment. In other words, the premise 
on which NEPA is based is that it is possible for man and environment to exist together ? that man does not live at the expense of the environment (or vice 



versa) but for their mutual benefit.  

Second, I would like to cite p.22 in the "Citizen's Guide to NEPA" that defines "impact" in the following manner:  

"For purposes of NEPA, "effects" and "impacts" mean the same thing. They include ecological, aesthetic, historic, cultural, economic, social, or health 
impacts, whether adverse or beneficial."  

I would like to structure my suggestions based on this definition.  

--------- ECOLOGICAL IMPACTS --------- The following are suggestions for studies about ecological impact:  

1. Review the general literature and science about the ecological impacts of oysters.  

From my understanding, oysters are generally considered a net benefit to the ecosystem. The National Academy of Sciences writes that "oysters typically 
have largely beneficial biogeochemical functions in estuarine and lagoonal ecosystems." This quotation can be found here: 
http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=12667&page=79 Another source can be found here: 
http://www.worldwildlife.org/what/globalmarkets/aquaculture/dialogues-molluscs.html  

2. Review the general literature and science about the ecological impacts of the method(s) of cultivation that are currently used by Drakes Bay Oyster Farm.  

I believe the current methods include hanging wire cultivation, mesh bag cultivation, and French tube cultivation.  

3. Do farmed oysters provide an ecological function similar to now sparse native oysters? How do the Pacific oysters farmed by DBOF compare to the native 
Olympia oysters? What are the risks of introducing nonnative oysters and what methods are used to address this risk? (the National Academy of Sciences 
report may be of use here: http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=12667&page=50  

4. Analyze the inputs used and resultant yields in the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm's oyster operation. Examples are: a. Amount of feed used b. Amount of 
fertilizers used c. Amount of pesticides used d. Amount of petroleum used e. Amount of fresh water used f. How many pounds of oyster meat are produced?  

5. How does Drakes Bay Oyster Farm's operation compare to other comparable aquacultural and agricultural food products? In other words, what is the 
context for understanding #4? a. What is the efficiency of conversion of growing oysters versus, say, growing beef cattle? b. What are the average inputs and 
yields for other types of protein like farmed fish, beef cattle, pigs, chickens, etc?  

6. If DBOF were to stop operating, what would the environmental impact be of filling in that supply of fresh seafood? According to the California 
Department of Fish & Game, demand for oyster products in the state of California far exceeds the state's production level (see 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/status/culture_of_oysters.pdf) a. Where would the oysters come from to replace the supply lost if DBOF were to stop 
operating? b. How much additional petroleum would be used? What additional carbon footprint would that result in? c. How are the (potential) replacement 
oysters grown? What is the likelihood that they are grown in a manner that is more environmentally harmful?  

--------- AESTHETIC IMPACTS ---------  

1. Does the oyster operation impede any views of Drakes Estero? a. Which areas, if any, are blocked? b. How much of the oyster operation's infrastructure 
(i.e. wooden racks) can be seen and during what times? What area does this cover in relation to the rest of the estuary?  

2. Does the oyster operation facilitate any aesthetic enjoyment of Drakes Estero? a. As a location for launching kayaks? b. As a location for approaching the 
shore of the estuary?  

On this subject, I would also like to make an additional comment. Beauty, as they say, is in the eye of the beholder. Some people may only appreciate 
Nature's beauty when no sign of man is present. However, I would like to suggest the beauty of a model for a way in which man and nature can work in 
harmony. Truly, it is rare in this world to have a working model of harmonious cooperation between man and nature. That we can farm and that we can farm 
responsibly is a beautiful thing. In fact, such a model is even espoused by the Department of the Interior:  

"Successful conservation, by its very nature, must be a partnership between the American people and their governments. The more the Department can 
empower people as stewards of the land, the more effective we can be in our conservation mission. Farmers, ranchers, hunters, anglers, and landowners were 
the first and are often the best conservationists." http://www.doi.gov/ppp/Strategic%20Plan%20FY07-12/strat_plan_fy2007_2012.pdf  

--------- HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL IMPACTS ---------  

1. How long has the oyster farm existed in Drakes Estero?  

2. Where is the oyster farm in the history of the Point Reyes Peninsula?  

3. What is the definition of a place of history or a place of culture? Does DBOF fit those definitions?  

4. What is value of DBOF as the last existing oyster cannery in California?  

5. How many visitors are there to the farm, annually? In comparison to all park visitors?  



--------- ECONOMIC IMPACTS ---------  

1. How much income is generated by the oyster farm? What is the contribution of the oyster farm to state and national income in the form of taxes, fees, 
permits, etc?  

2. To what extent does the oyster farm contribute to the county, state, and national economies? a. How many pounds of oysters (or oyster meat) is produced 
each year, on average? b. What type of income does that generate? c. And what is that income as a percentage of Marin County's aquaculture? As a 
percentage of Marin County's aquaculture and agriculture combined? d. What is the income as a percentage of California's aquaculture? As a percentage of 
California's aquaculture and agriculture combined? e. And the same on the national level?  

3. What is the state of the national seafood economy? a. According to the census bureau, the national fish and shellfish trade deficit was ~$9 billion in 2009. 
(see http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/product/enduse/imports/c0000.html and http://www.census.gov/foreign-
trade/statistics/product/enduse/exports/c0000.html ) b. What is the economic context of shellfish production and the national economy? Especially in the light 
of the recent oil spill in the gulf?  

4. How many jobs does the oyster farm currently provide? This should be placed in the context of the current economy and the state of unemployment.  

5. What kind and to what extent does DBOF provide affordable housing?  

--------- SOCIAL IMPACTS ---------  

In general, what are the contributions of this particular oyster farm to society at large?  

1. Is the oyster farm an educational site? Are tours given? If so, to whom and at what cost?  

2. How does the oyster farm and its owners contribute to nonprofits and local causes? a. Some donations I know of include the SF Bay Native Oyster 
Restoration Project (http://www.thewatershedproject.org/enewsdrakesbay.html) and the SF Bay Bird Observatory Snowy Plover Habitat Enhancement 
Project (http://www.sfbbo.org/science/water_projects.php?proj=snpl and 
http://www.fws.gov/arcata/es/birds/WSP/documents/siteReports/California/RU3_SNPL_Report_2009.pdf) b. I know DBOF has donated oyster bars at 
fundraisers for nonprofits, churches, and schools. What contributions have been made and to which groups?  

3. What roles do the owners of DBOF play in the leadership of the local community?  

From my understanding, the owners are extremely involved on the boards of Marin Organic and the Marin Agricultural Institute, and also a part of the West 
Marin Chamber of Commerce.  

--------- HEALTH IMPACTS ---------  

1. What are the health benefits of oysters? One perspective is here: https://www.westonaprice.org/food-features/521-oysters.html  

2. Does DBOF contribute to public health? If so, how? a. DBOF does marine biotoxin samples for the state of California. How many samples are provided? 
And what is the percentage of all samples that are received? b. What is this biotoxin data used for?  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Sincerely, Jonathan Wu  
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Name: Babcock, Karen S  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Parks are for wildlife and public enjoyment not private use.You should use the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act to provide maxiumum protection. The NPS 
should not prioritize the long standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The parks are for people not for profit.The NPS must 
consider peer reviewed reseach that concludes potential and real impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Dear representative of the National Parks Service,  



Thank you for taking the time to read the comments on this very important topic. I would like to make the following points:  

-- The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act should be given full effect relating to the top priorities in decision-making for providing maximum protection of 
wilderness resources. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. Any short term gains will be 
more harshly felt as losses by our future generations. --The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. Exceptions made to this belief will start a 
slippery slope which will not be easy to recover from. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts 
from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Sincerely, Michael Roberts  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

2976 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Diaz, Gabriel  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Dragonfly Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,08,2010 11:25:18 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear Sir or Madam,  

I urge you to protect the Drakes Estero. Our nation's national parks were designated for wilderness conservation to protect some of the most special places in 
the US which allows future generations of people to enjoy these precious and increasingly endangered resources. The estuary is vitally important to the Point 
Reyes National Seashore and it is the only marine wilderness on the West Coast of the United States. Please uphold your authority and do not allow 
commerical interests to override the NPS's vital, basic functions.  
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Correspondence: Make a difference for wildlife and visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  

You should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

You should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

Please, do the RIGHT thing! Thanks.  
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Correspondence: I request that NPS deny any extension of the oyster farming operation at Drake's Estero and instead, the Estero receive full wilderness designation, on 
schedule.  

I both paddle the Estero and hike the lands adjacent to it, several times per year; the Estero has the potential to be a superb esturine wilderness area, but 
cannot be so as long as the oyster farming operation is present.  

Not only does the physical presence of the oyster farming operation constitute a visual blight upon the beauty of the area and degrade wilderness values, but 
also, the noise emitted from the operation (blaring music, pneumatic oyster-breaking hammers, shouting workers, oyster-hauling powerboats plying the 
waters)is an auditory insult to the senses.  

As it is, far too much of Pt Reyes NS is blighted and degraded by commercial usage in the form of the vast cattle ranching operations; I realize that under the 
original terms of PNRS' formation, the ranching operations must be allowed to operate, blight though such are upon the natural ecosystems, but the oyster 
farming operation does not have to be allowed to continue to operate, particularly as it not only is a commercial intrusion upon our public lands, but destroys 
the integrity of the Estero as a precious wilderness resource.  
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Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 11:41:09 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I say let the oyster company collect their catch in the Gulf of Mexico.....If they dare!!!  

 
Correspondence ID: 2980 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Lord, Sandra C  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 11:47:16 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Correspondence: Time and again we permit use of the nation's natural resources for commercial purposes such as agricultural, mining (including drilling for oil), and 
timbering only to discover that the companies involved have not played fair. They have not followed the rules or they have influenced the agencies and 
overseers that are supposed to protect these places for the citizens as a whole such that their is permanent or long-term damage to the areas involved, not to 
mention the wildlife and the environment. Individuals suffer, such as in the destruction of Appalachian mountaintops, but they have little recourse and even 
less compensation. How can one be compensated in dollars for what is irreplaceable?  

Please do no allow the incursion of oyster farming into the Point Reyes region. We will regret it later when nothing can be done to fix the problems it 
creates.  
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Correspondence: I do not believe that commercial uses are appropriate for a National Seashore. The Park Service should be protecting wilderness areas, wildlife, and 
providing appropriate recreation for people.  
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Correspondence: To the People Who Have the Power to Make Decisions: Please consider the follow... --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum 
protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness 
designation vision over commercial private use. Our environment has taken a beating because we do not say no to private commercial use of the lands. Life 
is much more than profits and consumption. --The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. Please have the courage to say no and keep our 
parks and wilderness areas sacred. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources. Thank you for your consideration of my comments. Nancy Spejcher  
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Correspondence: I have been to Point Reyes; it is a beautiful part of the world. This and the other national parks belong to the people and are to be protected for our 
enjoyment. Corporations and other "for profit" entities have no standing in the national park system. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness 
designation vision for Point Reyes over commercial private use. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of 
wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. I believe this can best be achieved by considering the peer-reviewed 
research which has determined the real and potential adverse effects resulting from the oyster operations on the wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: I have a vacation home in Marshall and have followed the discussion regarding the Drakes Bay Oyster Company with interest for the last few years.  

I have donated to PRNS and EAC in the last rew years. I am an environmentalist, and every year I donate to world-wide environmental causes.  

I do not support EAC's and the NPS's position on wanting to close down the oyster company. I believe that the position of the EAC (as well as other people 
and organizations having the same opinion) is extreme and unsupportable by the facts, including whether previous agreements/laws require the oyster 
company's lease to be terminated.  

It is clear that the oyster company is a responsible steward of the environment and does not negatively impact the environment in any measurable way, and 
might even improve it.  

(It is clear that kayaks and other boats have more of a negative impact on the seals.)  

I FULLY SUPPORT RENEWING THE LEASE OF THE DRAKES BAY OYSTER COMPANY.  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife and 
visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  

Sincerely,  
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Correspondence: I strongly urge you to deny any extensions of operating permits in Wilderness areas across America. The Point Reyes National Seashore, if properly 
protected, will allow commercial fisheries to harvest more in the areas that they do fish. The Wilderness areas will afford commercially harvested fish a vital 
reserve to recuperate from the stresses on their population, allowing a healthier and larger population that can be harvested with better results. While the 
National Seashore will help commercial fisheries if properly protected, it will also allow for more tourism, increasing the local economy further, and 
protecting a valuable landmark for future generations to enjoy. Sustainably managing our public lands involves maintaining wilderness areas and denying 
commercial access. Without this, fisheries and our lands are at stake, to be exploited for short term gain and forgotten, rather than conserved so we, as well 
as future generations, can benefit from the land. Thank you.  
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Correspondence: Please move forward to protect Drakes Estero as wilderness, prohibiting commercial activity.  

The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on 
wilderness resources.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

Thank you.  
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USA  
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Name: MCGILLIGAN, MARY E  
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Correspondence: I am very concerned about allowing commercial activity in the Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore. This area is 
the only marine wilderness area on the west coast.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse 
impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Dear Park Service,  

As a loyal patron of the U.S. Park System, I'm compelled to express "con" on extending the oyster farm's permit to operate at Drakes Estero (Point Reyes 
Nat'l Seashore). As the only marine wilderness on the entire Pacific coast, it should go without saying that it's crucial to protect it as "undisturbed."  
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Correspondence: I am very concerned about the future of Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of 
the park. The estuary is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012, but, as you know, an oyster company would like to extend its operating 
permit, contrary to longstanding wilderness plans.  

I would like to remind you that:  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for 
people and for wildlife and definitely not for private profit. --The NPS must consider, in this case, the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and 



real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Absolutely not. Once you give permission for 1 commercial company to work within the National park system, you have opened to flood gates for other 
corporations to come in.You do it for 1 company, you have to do it for all companies seeking use of the National Park. The damage created by the trucks and 
tractors and other heavy equipment that will be used, NPCA will be in court for years trying to get the companies to repair the damaged areas. They can farm 
oysters someplace else. Try the gulf of mexico, oh yea, BP trashed that area for years to come.I say no to the use of commercial oyster farming in the San 
Reyes national park,shoreline.  

 
Correspondence ID: 2995 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
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Name: Escobar, Victor  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,08,2010 13:44:23 
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Correspondence: Point Reyes should be preserved for all -- please don't let it succumb to private development.  
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USA  
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Correspondence: NO MORE COMMERICAL PROPERTY PLEASE!  
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Correspondence: Nationa Park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use. We need to protect and expand our remaining wilderness areas to 
offset the atmospheric and hydrological damage caused by industrial exploitation. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum 
protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

National Parks belong to WE THE PEOPLE, and I don't want some industrial tycoon selling me what is already mine. That's called theft.  
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Correspondence: One of the things that I find most lacking in our conservation efforts is the protection of our oceans. We seem to feel that because they are so vast, they can 
survive whatever we as humans choose to do to them, from commercial exploitation to pollution, we seem to have little regard for the long term effects.  

We do have very limited protections in place today, and Drakes Estero is poised to be one of them with full wilderness protection in 2012. In considering the 
Point Reyes National Seashore protections, the top priority should be providing maximum protection of its wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 



1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

In reviewing this situation, please consider the research that concludes adverse impacts to this area will result from a commercial oyster operation. There are 
times and places for government / private partnerships, but this is not one of them. This National Seashore is to be preserved for the people, my children, 
grandchildren, and on, and the only way the NPS can fulfill that obligation is to preserve this area, not allow it to be exploited for private profit.  

 
 




