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Name: Parker, Brenda  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:22:12 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please put the public at the forefront rather than private for profit concerns. We need to keep the focus on protecting wilderness, not private interests. This is 
more importanat now than ever. It will be the wisdom and foresight of decision makers such as yourselves to do the brave and unusual thing- put wilderness 
ahead of economic interests. There are so few places of beauty and solitude that are not being threatened somehow by our insatiable desire for profit. Full 
wilderness designation for the Drakes Estero is what I hope you will decide on and I thank you in advance for your best and most heartfelt decision.  
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Name: Kopito, Burt  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:22:14 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse 
impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. Protect the future of Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore 
that is considered the ecological heart of the park. please do it for ourselves, our children , our children's children. No to clamming in this area please  
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Name: hecht, Alicia  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:23:40 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: national park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use  
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Name: Fullerton, Richard S  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Drakes Estero is the West Coast's only marine wilderness, considered the "ecological heart" of Point Reyes National Park,and set to receive full Wilderness 
designation in 2012. The very thought that consideration is being given to allowing an oyster company to extend its operating permit into this area is utterly 
antithetical to the top priorities of the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act, which include providing maximum protection of wilderness resources.  

The nation's dwindling wilderness areas have not been set aside for private commercial use and corporate profit, but so that the American public may may 
experience the natural beauty of our national heritage.  

I urge the NPS to consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources, 
and to deny the company permission to extend its operating permit.  

Thank you for your consideration of my opinion.  

Richard Fullerton  
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Name: Williams, Michael  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

National Parks Conservation Assn Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: A wilderness area should be "wilderness" first. Any commercial operations should serve to further the aims of the wilderness designation and not serve 
commercial purposes. In a time when true wilderness is becoming increasingly scarce, we should zealously guard those areas designated as such. They 
remain a touchstone for society and a reminder of what is lost forever.  



--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Benson, Mary Kay k  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:24:23 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: RE: Drakes Estero, Pt. Reyes CA  

The National Park Service should decide to protect the only marine wilderness on the West Coast and not commercial oyster businesses. At stake is the 
future of Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of the park. The estuary is on 
track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012, but an oyster company would like to extend its operating permit, contrary to longstanding wilderness 
plans since 1976.  

Thank you, Mary Kay Benson  
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Name: Salvato, Roland R  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:24:33 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I and my family use the state and national parks in Marin County all of the time. We gladly pay the parking fees and any use fees. Please do not allow any 
privitization of the parks to occur. I am afraid of the gradual sell off of government (the peoples') assets. Let's preserve something for the people, the Drake's 
Estuary in Bolinas Bay. Sincerely.  
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Name: Sargent, Shawn  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

n/a Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I have spent very little time in National Parks in the United States, but the time that I have spent in them has changed my life! Without National Parks, I don't 
know what type of person I would be. They have made me into a life long Conservationist, a vegan, and an eternal optimist. Our National Parks were made 
for the use of all Americans and have been designated as National Parks to remain free from environmental degradation and industrial purposes. They were 
not made so that business or commercial interests can exploit or endanger these lands that have been specifically put aside so that all Americans can enjoy 
them. In addition it is my understanding of the National Park Service, is that it is its Mission to ensure that these parks are protected for all Americans 
forever. That having been said, I believe that the planned expansion of Oyster Farming for the Drakes Estero marine Wilderness, needs to be carefully 
reviewed and all other alternatives examined before any such activity goes forward in a National Park. The park Managers; must remember that before they 
make any decision on this matter, that they are to give top priority to the maximum protection of wilderness resources, and give full effect to the 1976 Point 
Reyes Wilderness Act. The National Park Service, must maintain its mission to prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial 
use, because the National Parks were made by and for the are American People, and not for private profit. Finally, above all else the National Park Service 
must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife and 
visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:25:28 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Because the horrendous BP oil volcano in the Gulf of Mexico has decimated numbers of oyster beds there, preserving oysters elsewhere becomes especially 
important. I understand that different species are present in the two ecosystems, but both deserve protection.  



Ironically oysters clean water, but can easily be killed by toxins in the water. Oysters filter gallons of water a day to strain out particles for their food. The 
word Chesapeake in a native American language means Oyster Bay. When European settlers first arrived in the US, it is estimated that Crassostrea 
virginica, the Eastern oysters in the Chesapeake Bay, filtered the entire bay every 4 days.  

We have a responsibility to our grandchildren to leave Earth clean and beautiful. Amazing creatures such as oysters contribute to that beauty.  
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Name: Randall, Bruce A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The top priorities in decision-making should be for providing maximum protection of wilderness resources, and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use and must consider the peer-reviewed research that 
concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you.  
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Name: Frame, Laura  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Drakes Estero is the West Coast's only marine wilderness. It' a tragic thing that while the estuary is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012, 
you are considering extending some oyster company's operating permit. This is contrary to longstanding wilderness plans.  

The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
wildlife and people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the 
oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you.  
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Name: Prichard, Pam  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:26:10 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: :  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Retired NPS Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:26:38 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I do NOT approve of extending the oyster permit. The oyster farm flies in the face of the Wilderness designation. Why extend a business operating in a 
National Park, designated as Wilderness, when the permit has expired?  
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Name: Jackson, Bruce  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:26:48 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I feel that the area of Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of that park. The 
estuary is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012 should be allowed to do so.  
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Name: Ward, Gail  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:27:06 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please do not commercialize our National Parks. They are the natural wonders of our country and well worth the effort to keep them pristine and staffed by 
trained, well-educated and informed rangers. I visit the national parks whenever I am within 50-100 miles of one and have always enjoyed the experience. I 
feel that commercialization will not maintain the integrity and honesty of the experience. Raise the entry fees 1-2 dollars instead.  
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Name: Holt, Bill  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:28:20 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Noble, ann c  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Pacific Crest Trail Associatioin Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:29:44 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: National Parks are for the people of the world. Allowing commercial ventures access, except in a service capacity...and then with supervision, is NOT 
going to preserve the pristine experience.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:30:19 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please extend full wilderness designation to the Drakes Estero Estuary. Don't let it be sidetracked by the oyster company.  
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Name: Olson, S. L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:30:23 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please protect this area. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  
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Name: Cisna, Todd B  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Unaffiliated Individual  



Organization: 
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:31:18 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources. We certainly need to preserve our wilderness areas - they cannot be replaced!  
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Name: Hawkins, Mary  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:32:24 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please keep the Drakes Estero as wild as possible and don't expand commercial uses of the park. Thank you!  
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Name: Ouderkirk, Patti  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:32:42 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please do not use the Drakes Estero for any kind of commercial use!  
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Name: Woerner, Helen E  
Address:   

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Sierra Club Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Our national parks are a heritage for all Americans. They are not commercial resources for exploitation and degradation. They must be maintained in a 
pristine condition with protection for natural ecosystems and wildlife. Your main priority should be protecting wilderness, not providing opportunities for 
economic development. You need to implement the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act with fidelity to its objectives. You must also review and implement 
policy based on findings by peer-reviewed research, including negative effects of commercial oyster operations.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:32:56 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Bauck, Paul B  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

National Parks and Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:33:54 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I have enjoyed our national parks since I was a child and value them as my property as a U.S. citizen. These national treasures should not be 
commercialized. To do so at Point Reyes is particularly harmful due to the unique nature of that park and the delicate environment. Please do not move 
forward with these commercial ventures. We need to preserve this space. Thank you, Paul Bauck  
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Name: Lange, Thomas  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:34:20 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: National Parks should be for the people, not companies, and focused on protection of what little wilderness resources we have. Please focus on the 1976 
Point Reyes Wilderness Act and don't allow oyster operations to expand.  

 
Correspondence ID: 1627 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Sullivan, Ellen S  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:35:16 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Gamel, Sandra L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

US citizan Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:35:26 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I have never visited this area. But that doesn't mean I wouldn't like to. I would like to think it will still be there in the future in the same condition it is in 
now if not better. I think we need to protect our National seashores for our enviroment.We shouldn't mess with God's given treasures.  
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Name: Laurson, Ed J  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Sierra Club Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:35:26 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Support all wetlands,open space,river tributaries or any flood plain. Keep much of our National Parks wild so our wild species can thrive. This is also an 
urgent call for all humans to protect our dwindling wilderness areas especially along our coasts. Thank You  
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Name: Voight, Mary C  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:35:35 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Keep the Drakes Estero in the Reyes National Seashore protected according to its Wilderness Designation and keep the area safe for public use by future 
generations. Prevent any commercial and private uses today. Thank you.  
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Name: N/A, Nancy  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:36:09 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I just want to express my sincere hope that commercial enterprises will not be allowed to infringe on any wilderness areas in the United States. We have far 
too little pristine country left, and I want my grandchildren to be able to enjoy the beauty of undeveloped country just as I have during my lifetime. Thank 
you.  
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Name: bland, brian a  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  



Received: Nov,04,2010 21:36:19 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Gowens, Edward L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Point Reyes is absolutely one of the most beautiful places on the California coast. I will for ever remember my first visit to Drake's Bay, imagining the thrill 
of its namesake English pirate who saw his homeland's white cliffs of Dover in the land he christened New Albion. The solemn beauty of this place just 
delights my soul, and I therefore write to implore you to keep Drakes Estero to be as pristine wilderness as possible, recalling Sir Francis' sighting of this 
ecological treasure.  

I offer the following points which should be adhered to in the management of our parkland:  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

--The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

--The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

--The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

The commercial use of the estuary is incompatible with the purposes for which our parkland was set aside, and I therefore urge you to act as a responsible 
steward entrusted with our precious resources to not allow any further oyster operation in the estuary. Please maintain this gem inviolate, in its natural 
wilderness state, for all Americans to enjoy--not for a profit enterprise to exploit.  

Thank you for your consideration and dedication to preserving our parklands.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:36:27 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Iri, Sue M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:37:04 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I'm not clear on why this issue is coming up for discussion. In my understanding, National and State Parks are public land- for the use of the citizens and 
residents of this country, NOT for anyone's personal profit. This is unimaginable to me, completely flies in the face of the protective status our parks 
supposedly enjoy.  

Please reconsider this or any similar action designed to place public lands in the hands of or at the disposal of any corporation or individual for their own 
profit.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:37:26 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Cuff, Kermit F  
Address:  



USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I wish to comment on the proposal for Drake's Estero in the Pt. Reyes National Seashore. I believe that the top priorities in decision-making should be 
providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. In other words, the NPS should 
prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks were designed for the people, not for private profit. In addition, the NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes 
potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: eichenholtz, michael  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:39:55 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I have long enjoyed the pristine beauty of the Point Reyes peninsula. To have proposed the idea that any part of Drakes' Estero be reduced to oysters on the 
half shell is truly repugnant. The only currency most of us want discussed is the sun,wind, sand and salt spray. Fortunately, these are not yet marketable 
commodities. I hope they never are.  
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Name: N/A, Sally  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:40:46 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: This area is one of the most serenely beautiful parks that I have visited to paint en plein air. It is important to keep our National Parks as open spaces which 
can be enjoyed by all citizens without the encraochment of commercial industry. Please keep our hard-won open spaces as they were originally intended for 
our generation and generations to come .  
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Name: Johnson, James D  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:40:58 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: If the single commercial entity, the oyter aquaculture, has apparently been in operation for awhile I'd see no problem granting them grandfathed rights for 
future operation but with a time limit, say ten years. However, under no circumstances, would expansion of that operation ever be allowed and a through 
plan must be developed to return the area to a pristine condition at the end of the time alloted.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:41:04 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:42:42 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: A wilderness area designation is for safeguarding that area's ecosystem forever. That means no commercial use, just the natural flora & fauna & occasional 
humans who don't degrade or otherwise leave indications of their visit.  

Uphold the intent of this designation and deny any commercial intrusion. Period.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Wilderness Society Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources. As a former Northern Ca resident who enjoyed Point Reyes many times please allow it to stay the way nature intended.  

Sincerely, Amy Hodges  
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Name: Rodrigues, Rogerio  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:44:24 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Friend of Defenders, gary  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 21:44:45 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Cone, Nelson B  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Green Party of Washington State Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 21:45:38 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Our National Parks are an invaluable and irreplacable assest to our country. They are under asault from business interests wishing to exploit them for ptivate 
profit. The Park Service must be given all possible political, monetary and legal support to grow and maintain our park system. I challenge, I demand our 
Legislative, Executive and Judicial branches of government to fight for a strong Nation Park System.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Three generations of my family have gone to Pt. Reyes National Seashore over the years. We hike, kayak, go beach-combing, marvel at the elk herd on the 
old ranch at the end of the point, explore the Lighthouse, and find spiritual restoration and inspiration in the unspoiled beauty of this magical place. Please 
protect it. Keep it as unspoiled as possible for those of us who love it now, and for future generations. Once damaged, it cannot be restored. Once lost, it 
cannot be recreated.  
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Correspondence: Please protect the only marine wilderness on the West Coast. The Drakes Estero, is considered the ecological heart of the park. The estuary needs to receive 
full wilderness designation in 2012. The park should be made safe from private industry such as the oyster company that would like to extend its operating 
permit, contrary to longstanding wilderness plans. I have lived next to Rocky Mountain National Park for 40 years. I have seen the damage that can occur 
when the most fragile areas are not completely protected. I have been involved with the National Parks for the past 30 years. I know how important this type 
of decision is. Please protect the estuary and give it full wilderness designation in 2012. Thank you very much for your consideration.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Granting a special permit for private commercial oyster farming is contrary to the mandate of the NPS to manage the resources of our parks to support 
maximum protection and preservation. The NPS must heed the peer-reviewed research that concludes that there will be potential and real adverse impacts 
from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. The NPS is also mandated to manage wilderness and potential wilderness areas to preserve their character 
and designated qualities. The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act and the long-standing wilderness designation vision for this area makes a commercial 
enterprise absolutely inappropriate and it should not be allowed.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Most importantly, I think, is that national parks are for all people, not for private businesses to abuse them and make a profit!  

Please save Drakes Estero for all people to enjoy!  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you so kindly for your thoughtful and full consideration of the importance of this.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources. --Areas that have been designated as wilderness should remain exactly as that. I am so disappointed in the United States 
for failing to provide as much environmental protection as is needed in so many areas. Leaving this area as true wilderness is so much more important (read 
critical) than allowing yet another area to be taken over by some money-making machine. Please do not allow commercial interests to win.  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: I visited Point Reyes for the first time in my life on September 24 -25, 2010. My purpose was recreational and to enjoy the bird migration and the 
environment. I live in the Midwest US (Chicago area). I visited Drakes estero as well as the area occupied by the Johnson Oyster farm.  

I spent over $1,000 to make this trip and came because of the unique natural resources of this area. I cannot be more emphatic encouraging the maximum 
preservation of this national heritage. As my trip indicates, there are other ways to drive the economy than by exploiting the natural resources.  

I feel strongly that the top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 
Point Reyes Wilderness Act. Moreover, the NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

It is important to recognize that the national parks are for the people, not for private profit. The National Park Service must consider the peer-reviewed 
research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

I am a business person and understand the importance of commerce and commercial enterprise. In this case, preservation of the natural resources trumps all 
commercial activity that might compromise this natural area.  

If we lose this, it is gone forever. Please help us save this precious resource from exploitation by a commercial enterprise.  

Regards,  

Sonny Cohen  
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Correspondence: Pertaining to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.I believe that our remaining wilderness areas need maximum protection for all Americans over 
commercial private use by a few. The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. Additionally, the NPS must consider the peer-reviewed 



research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. We must stop selling off our precious resources 
to the highest bidder and focus on long term commitment to preservation of nature for now and into the future.  

Thank you for considering my comments.  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The National Park Service should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The National Park Service must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on 
wilderness resources.  

Thank you for considering my comments.  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: I have always believed that the top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to 
the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act....I did not think our p[ublic lands were supposed to be used for private purposes unless it was to improve th land for 
wildlife and environmental preservation.  

I think it is vital that the NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.....the longevity of the land for 
the preservation of forest lands and animal habitat should always take presidence. The national parks are for the people,the environment and the wildlife not 



for private profit.  

I find it reprehensible if the NPS ignores peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness 
resources.  
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Correspondence: I have always believed that the top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to 
the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act....I did not think our p[ublic lands were supposed to be used for private purposes unless it was to improve th land for 
wildlife and environmental preservation.  

I think it is vital that the NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.....the longevity of the land for 
the preservation of forest lands and animal habitat should always take presidence. The national parks are for the people,the environment and the wildlife not 
for private profit.  

I find it reprehensible if the NPS ignores peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness 
resources.  
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Correspondence: Dear National Park Service,  

The national parks are a national treasure. They are to be enjoyed by the public, not for private profit. The top priorities in decision-making should be 
providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-
standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. Please consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse 
impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Sincerely,  

Alison M. Leary  
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Correspondence: I write about the decision about to be made regarding the designation of the Drakes Estero within Point Reyes National Seashore. I ask that you grant full 
wilderness status to this area. As I understand the system, and as the recent Ken Burns' film on the National Parks emphasizes, national park wilderness is for 
wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use. Please use these principles in making your decision: The top priorities in decision-making should 
be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-
standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the 
peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Sometimes, it feels as though there is a fire sale on America's natural resources. I would ask that, with climate change systematically destroying nature's 
endurance, more be done to bolster and support a healthy environment. Commercial leasing of public lands and waters has quite the opposite effect, 
prioritizing rapid financial gain over consistent stewardship toward a thriving environment. I join the NPCA in requesting that:  



--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: We have lost so many natural places, so let's not lose this one, too. The NPS should make it its business to protect and preserve these areas for public use; 
they are not intended for commercial exploitation.  
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Correspondence: I am writing to urge you to protect Drakes Estero in Point Reyes National Seashore from commercial oyster farming. Drakes Estero is the only marine 
wilderness on the West Coast, and peer-reviewed research suggests there would be adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. 
National parks such as Point Reyes are set aside for the benefit of the American people, not for private profit, and the National Park Service should prioritize 
wilderness designation over private commercial use. Thank you for considering my views.  
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Correspondence: The parks have been set aside for their protection and the protection of all its resources, being of flora, fauna, mineral or recreational. There are many other 
places that have been exploited and now can not offer this protection. It is our belief that we can not allow the few places that have been set aside for 
conservation to become like all the rest.  

We have been in Point Reyes, and the best part is the wildness of it. Please do not disturb this wilderness by diminishing its natural resources which will 
impact the ecology of the area.  

But, if the commercial option is going to be considered, then the experts and scientists should weigh on it. I know little about oyster fishing, other that the 
animals that consume them will be affected and will see their food supply disappear and their area invaded. We have many places to fish for oysters, I would 
prefer that Point Reyes be left alone. Thank you for considering my views.  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS has a mandate to prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for 
the people, their education and enjoyment of wilderness, and not for private profit. Their "profit" is intrinsic, based on enabling the relationship between 
people and the natural world. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 



on wilderness resources. That is the bottom line. However, the positive effect of the protection of wilderness areas upon people, and the sustainable 
relationship between humans and the life-giving processes of the natural world, far surpass commercial private use.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife and 
visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  

Sincerely,  
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Correspondence: Let's make this short and sweet. Our National Parks belong to every citizen and not to some commercial money making company. Once lost they cannot be 
regained. So much has already been destroyed because of the greedy people of this world. Please save what is left for my future great grandchildren. My 
brother lived in California and loved the sea. He would be disgusted to see that the almighty dollar is being lusted after and may ruin it. Don't let time run out 
on this beautiful area. Point Reyes National Seashore is a treasure. Please help to preserve it. Thank you.  
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Correspondence: Although we live in New Mexico, my husband and I have visited Point Reyes often. It is a magical, beautiful spot and should be reserved for wildlife and 
enjoyment by people who appreciate beautiful, relatively unspoiled places like this. I guess now that the Repugs are fully in charge again, the beautiful, wild 
places will fall to commercial use. I would love to not see that happen here.  
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Correspondence: We the people of the United States demand a reasonable plan to protect our wilderness areas from encroachment by business interests, and further 
degradation that will result in the ruination of Americas Heritage Reserves of natural wonders. We do not accept the premise that every part of our continent 
is here to solely extract resources for the profits of the few at the detriment of our nation and posterity.  
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Correspondence: Dear Friends, I would like to weigh in on the commercial use of the Point Reyes Marine Wilderness area. So much of this country is used commercially. 
When the government designates an area as wilderness then let us at least have those areas be protected as designed. The peer reviewed research concludes 
that commercial use of this area will have real adverse effect on the environment designated to be protected. If we don't protect those areas set aside for 
protection then nothing will ever be sacred from the onslaught of commercial pressure. Please enforce the it's designation. Yours, Robert C. Grammer  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 



operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife and 
visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

--The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the people, not for 
private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on 
wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: As a Travel Facilitator and Interpreter for foreign groups visiting our National Parks, I am more aware than any other American of the financial value and 
beauty of our National Parks which belong to every American.. It is of vital importance for our economy and our future generations to keep and protect these 
parks which generate millions of Tourist dollars every year for the parks and all the industries attached to the hospitality industry. Just to give you an 
example, here in California, only five percent of our old groves of Sequoias are still around because the other 95% has already been cut.. Can you actually 
visualize this? These are actually the oldest trees around and if they could talk, they could tell you stories older than 3,000 years. In a park like The Grand 
Canyon, can you imagine re-opening the uranium mines? There are clusters of cancer in the regions of Utah around the parks where there is still uranium 
mining going on.. Having lived in central Africa, I know first hand how dangerous the mining of Uranium is and how the deadly the uranium dust is for 
thousand of miles around the mines. We are not even mentioning the health of the miners themselves. And what about the uranium waste! Do we want an 
ecological disaster of the same dimension as the one in the Gulf? Do we want to kill the very profitable Tourist Industry which is much less invasive as the 
mining Industry? We must act with conscience and intelligence and not give in to big business with the only thing left that belongs to all of us and our future 
generations. As it is, we have spoiled already in a few centuries, the Natural beauty of this country, through our folly, ignorance and cupidity..Lets work 
together to keep and improve these parks, our National Heritage.  
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Correspondence: The National Park Service is deciding whether to protect the only marine wilderness on the West Coast or allow its commercial use. At stake is the future of 
Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of the park. The estuary is on track to 
receive full wilderness designation in 2012, but an oyster company would like to extend its operating permit, contrary to longstanding wilderness plans.  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 



operation on wilderness resources.  

National park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use.  
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Correspondence: Hello,  

I am concerned about the future of Drakes Estero, the estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of the 
park. I believe that as a National Seashore it should be the responsibility of The National Park Service to protect its wilderness. Without that protection we 
could loose one of our nation's quality resources forever. When our national land is used for private profit we cannot reasonably expect to retain quality 
ecosystems for future generations.  

Your top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources. You can accomplish this by giving full effect to the 
1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

We must prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

To this end, the NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes that the oyster operation on wilderness resources will have real adverse 
impacts.  

P{lease do the right thing for our natural resources and exercise your full power to protect Drakes Estero as wilderness.  

Thank you.  
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Correspondence: save the estuary  
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Correspondence: I am writing to express my strongest support for the National Park Service to protect the only marine wilderness on the West Coast - Drakes Estero - from 
commercial use. National park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, and never for private commercial use.  

Please, provide maximum protection of wilderness resources and give full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS has to consider the 
research that concludes there would be adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Please, protect Drakes Estero from commercial use.  
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Correspondence: Drakes Estero is the only place left on the west coast that has a chance at being kept in it's wild state for future generations. The oyster farming should be 
phased out. There is plenty of room in Tomales Bay for oyster farming. Thank you.  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  

We need to keep special palces such as Point Reyes for our children and grandchildren. They deserve it as much as we did.  

Thank you for your consideration.  
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Correspondence: I am writing to strongly urge you to protect the only marine wilderness on the West Coast -- Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes 
National Seashore that is considered to be the ecological heart of the park. Your top priority for making this decision should be to provide maximum 
protection of this wilderness resource by giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The long-standing wilderness designation vision should 
be protected over commercial private use  

My understanding is that this estuary is currently scheduled to receive full wilderness designation in 2010 but private interests are asking for their operating 
permit for oyster fishing be extended, contrary to these current longstanding wilderness plans.  

National parks are for the people, not for private profit. National park wilderness is for wildlife protection and public enjoyment, not private commercial use. 
The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes an oyster operation would have real adverse impacts on this important wilderness 
resource.  

Please continue to protect Drakes Estero so it can continue to make a difference for wildlife and be available for the enjoyment of future Point Reyes 
National Seashore visitors.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Please allow the special use permit currently held by Drake's Bay Oyster Company to expire in 2012. Commercial operations within wilderness areas are not 
compatible in this case. The top priorities in decision-making should be to provide maximum protection of wilderness resources as reflected in the 1976 
Point Reyes Wilderness Act. After all, the national parks are to be preserved and protected for the people, not for private profit.  
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Correspondence: I am very concerned about the possibility of the National Park Service allowing commercial use of the Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point 
Reyes National Seashore. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 
1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The purpose of the parks is to preserve and protect. Parks are for the people, not private profit. The NPS must consider the 
peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. Please protect this resource and 
protect the only marine wilderness on the West Coast .  
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Correspondence: The national park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use. Please, for our children and grandchildren.  
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Correspondence: I would like to see you prioritize maximum protection of wilderness resources via the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

Designated wilderness should take major priority over commercial private use.  

National parks are for the people and protection of our wild and scenic areas, not for private profit.  

I urge you to consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

 
 




