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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife and 
visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  

Thank you for your consideration, Kristina Thorpe  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Sincerely, Tom Emme  
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Correspondence: Whatever necessary must be done to protect our coastal parks, sanctuarys and wild places.  
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Correspondence: My comment is in regard to the National Park Service's decision regarding the Drakes Estero estuary (in Point Reyes National Seashore) - whether to 
protect the ONLY marine wilderness on the West Coast or allow its commercial use.  

The estuary is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012, but an oyster company would like to extend its operating permit. This is obviously 
contrary to longstanding wilderness plans.  

I strongly believe that the top priorities in decision-making by the National Park Service should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources 
and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  



The NPS must prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

It is important to keep in mind that our national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: -- I have visited Point Reyes many times to take in its natural wonders while living in California. --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing 
maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing 
wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-
reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Point Reyes should be protected as planned. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the 
oyster operation on wilderness resources. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving 
full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. 
The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Forgive my naivety but I was under the impression that the NPS was an organization committed to protecting wilderness. It was my belief that the national 
parks are for Wildlife and ultimately protect wild areas alongside our humanity and not an organization whose prime goal was for profit.  

Surely the top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act?  



Shouldn't the NPS priority be the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

Surely the NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness 
resources?  

I would be interested to know what the NPS believes the advantage would be for allowing the oyster operation to go ahead.  

Regards  

Debbie Prince  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. Our national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources. Thank you for your time, Kay Corum  
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Correspondence: I oppose the issuance of a Special Use Permit to Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC) for commercial harvesting and processing of shellfish at Point 
Reyes National Seashore.  

The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. Thank you.  
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Correspondence: I urge you to continue protecting Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness,and give it full wilderness designation in 2012 as planned. Please 
consider the following important points before making any decision to turn this special area over to commercial use:  

--The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness 
resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over 
commercial private use. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on 
wilderness resources.  

Thank you for your consideration.  
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Correspondence: Dear Friends at the NPS,  

I'm a long-time supporter of the National Parks and consider them to be nothing less than a sacred trust between the people, the land & waters, and the 



future. With vast tracts of wild lands disappearing daily, it is absolutely imperative to protect and preserve those that remain.  

I understand you are considering a permit for an oyster company to exploit Drakes Estero in Point Reyes National Seashore for commercial purposes. All I 
can say is, "You must be joking."  

As stewards of our national parks, your top priority must always be providing maximum protection for our remaining wilderness. A law was enacted in 
1976--the Point Reyes Wilderness Act--and it must be given full effect.  

Long-standing wilderness designations must never be revoked to allow exploitation by short-term and short-sighted lust for profit.  

I also insist that you take into account peer-reviewed research that has concluded that the oyster operation would have adverse effects on this essential tract 
of wilderness.  

Throughout their history, the national parks have often been attacked by myopic exploiters. We have resisted and won, because to alter them is to damage 
them. And they have been set aside precisely to safeguard our best lands forever.  

Thank you for your attention, Matt Walker  
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Correspondence: I am very much opposed to opening Drake's Estero to commercial development.  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

I have visited Pt. Reyes National Seashore and hiked near Drake's Estero. It is an area of inspiring natural beauty. But that is only part of the point. If one of 
the central purposes of a national seashore is to preserve shore habitat for its own sake and for study then commercial development has no place there.  

Sincerely, Kenneth M. Stahl  
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Correspondence: Even though I don't live along the coast, the beach has always been an important part of our family's life. Please make every effort to keep the US shoreline 
from being destroyed. The spill this summer shows how easily it could be destroyed. Thank you, SWF  
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Correspondence: Let me be amont those who wish to encourage you and the NPS to stay the course to develop the planned wilderness area along the Pacific coast.  

John D Wrench  
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Correspondence: National Parks and Seashore areas are for recreation no commercial interests. Keep it that way! The Supreme Court has already given away the essence of 
our democracy to commercial interests, now your agency wants to follow suit.  
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Correspondence: With all due respect for the oysterman, We must protect the integrity of our remaining wilderness at all cost. Human food-related enterprise has no business 
threatening this pristine part of the natural world. Its time to recognize the limits of the wilderness, and respond accordingly, even if that means reducing our 
numbers as a species on the planet, ie, recognizing that we can not go on growing as a population forever without destroying the very base of our existence - 
the earth.  
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Correspondence: Please help protect the Drakes Estaro.  

--The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: As a U.S. taxpayer concerned with animal welfare and good science, I strongly oppose the transfer of the 186 chimpanzees, currently held at the 
Alamogordo Primate Facility (APF), into an invasive research facility. As Director of the National Institutes of Health, you have the power to secure 
permanent retirement in sanctuary for them. I urgently request that you do so.  

The chimpanzees currently at APF have little time left due to their ages and health conditions. Dr. Collins, we cannot allow these chimpanzees to suffer the 
same fate as Maxwell, Susie or any of the other 62 chimpanzees that have died at the APF over the past 10 years -- never having been given the opportunity 
to experience the comforts and protections of sanctuary.  

In their memory and with the best interest of APF's current residents in mind, please act now and secure the immediate transfer of these individuals to 
sanctuary. They more than deserve to be retired with dignity -- before it's too late.  
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Correspondence: Dear Staff@ National Park Service, As I understand it ,the Drakes Estero estuary constitutes the "ecological heart" of Point Reyes National Seashore. years 
ago I visited Point Reyes and was enchanted by its coastal beauty. As someone is comcerned about America's vanishing wilderness, I humbly but solemnly 
implore you to prioritze the estuary's long standing wilderness designation over private commmercial use. Such spaces are a sacred public trust ,not a mere 
market commodity to be exploited. PLease keep it wild and natural and free of commercial use. thank you very much. Sincerely, Dana Franchitto 
S.Wellfleet, Ma.  
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Correspondence: Having visited Point Reyes, I find that Drakes Estero estuary too ecologically sensitive and valuable to allow any kind of commercial development that 
would exploit this environment. Please keep this area on track for wilderness designation.  
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Correspondence: The National Parks were never intended for commercial use and should not be. There are sufficient places on the west coast to get oysters without further 
putting this park under the stress of industry.  
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Correspondence: Extending operation permits to the oyster industry is contrary to the original and longstanding plans for the Drakes Estuary. which constitutes the ecological 
heart of the Point Reyes National Seashore. The National Park Service was created to protect the wilderness resources of this nation, including both land and 
sea areas. These areas belong to the people and are not for sale to the highest bidder. The oyster industry would certainly stand to profit from use of this area, 
but at the expense of other marine flora and fauna.  
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Correspondence: Since 1964 our family has visited Pt. Reyes national seashore on a regular basis. We lived in Sebastapol for many years. We feel strongly about this 
matter.  

We believe the top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point 
Reyes Wilderness Act.  

We also believe strongly that the NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

We stronly feel that the national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

As a scientist, I believe that the NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

Thsnks for considering my opinions.  
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Correspondence: You need to save Pt Reyes National Seashore. It is a beautiful park and needs to be protected, not let outside interests take over. It is one of the many 
special places on earth and needs to be preserved as is and changed. We spent many peaceful hours there and enjoyed it immensely. Sincerely, Pat and Gary 
Duncan  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: I support Drakes Estero receiving full wilderness protection and am against any commercial development in the area.  

National park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over any commercial private use.  

The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  
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Correspondence: The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the people, not for private 
profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness 
resources. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point 
Reyes Wilderness Act.  

As a government agency, you should have the perspective that is of, by and for the people -- NOT some commercial enterprise. Please be for the people.  
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Correspondence: Please do not allow Drakes Estero to be exploited for private corporate gain. Public lands and public benefit are rapidly becoming discounted, apparently as 
obsolete. Once they are lost, it will be too late to decide we have made a huge mistake. Please take into consideration the peer-reviewed research that 
concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on these wilderness resources. The national parks are for the people, not for private 
profit.The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  
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Correspondence: National Park Wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use!  

 
Correspondence ID: 1232 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: N/A, N/A  
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Correspondence: Ecology should trump profits here and elsewhere.  
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Correspondence: Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of the park must be protected as the 
national park wilderness for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use. By all means, decisions should be made to protect marine wilderness 
resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over 
commercial private use. The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes 
potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for your consideration  
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Correspondence: This is a wilderness, please keep it as such. Please do not allow pedestrian commercial/mercenary interests from degrading this vital area.  

This is a public area. Private commercial enterprise has no place in OUR area.  

This is part of our national heritage and oyster farming does nothing to further that legacy, only degrade it.  

One of the primary reasons for the loss of our precious sea otters is a loss of shell fish, oysters and clams. Please keep this pristine area for us and our 
wildlife. It's important.  

Thank you very much.  
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Correspondence: As a Californian living currently on the East Coast who is familiar with Point Reyes, I was shocked to hear this plan to exploit the Drake Estero is being 
considered.  

Protect all of Point Reyes. It should be under protected wilderness recognition in its entirety.  

There will always be those who plot to rob and pillage. That does not mean they should have the right to do so.  

This is a planned robbery of a wilderness for personal greed.  

I strongly urge you to turn it flat DOWN.  

Thank you,  

Stephanie Hedgecoke  
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Correspondence: I have been informed that Drakes Estero is due to receive full wilderness designation in 2012. I support this decision. Our estuaries are critical not just to 
our environmental health but to our continued health as a society that depends on natural resources.  

I believe the top priority in decision making should be to provide maximum protection to Drakes Estero and give full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize wilderness designation over commercial private use. These lands belong to everyone and commercial development is not in their 
best long-term interest.  

The NPS must consider peer-reviewed research in making this decision. The NPS must take into account the potential and real adverse impacts from the 
oyster operator on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for considering my views.  
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Correspondence: We have learned on the Texas coast over the last 60 years that once your environmentally wild and unique marine areas go commercial they are ruined 
forever. Please don't let this happen in CA!  
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Correspondence: I want the Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore to receive full wilderness designation in 2012. National park 
wilderness is for wildlife and not private commercial use.  
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Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: If the oyster company has been there for more than five years, I think I'd like to see them get an extension of a year or two during this economically 
difficult time. After that time no more commercial interests at all.  
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Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The National Park Service should provide maximum protection of wilderness resources and fully enforce the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS 
should maintain the longstanding goal of wilderness designation over commercial private use. American national parks are for its people, not for private 
profit, although industry has tried to encroach on them since the days of Theodore Roosevelt.  

The latest example of this is the attempt by an oyster harvesting company to exploit the Drakes Estero, an estuary in California's Point Reyes National 
Seashore that is the ecological heart of the park. The estuary would receive full wilderness designation in 2012, but the oyster company wants to extend its 
operating permit, contrary to longstanding wilderness plans. Don't let them do it! The National Park Service must consider the peer-reviewed research that 
concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. Drakes Estero is the West Coast's only marine wilderness 
and deserves preservation.  
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ID: 

1244 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Hutchinson, Stephen  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:26:16 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: cohen, linda j  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:26:53 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I have traveled to California's incredible coastline north of San Francisco, and urge you to provide maximum protection of these wilderness resources and 
give full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

Please keep the National parks free of commercial use which cannot help but degrade them.  

thanks,  

ljc  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:27:02 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: As a resident of Louisiana I have watched the decimation of the wetlands due to commercialization interest which have done nothing but take with no 



consideration of the viability of the area that provided their own enrichment.  

Today, after decades of indifference, the area these profiteers so casually exploited has and continues to disappear. Now, I have to worry about losing the 
entire wetlands and barrier reefs along with the land I live on which is within the New Orleans Metropolitan area.  

This seemingly imminent loss could grow exponentially by destroying the cultures of all the people who have settled the area along with their rich and 
unique history enjoyed by generations of families and millions of people from all over the world.  

It is imperative that the priorities of the National Park Service and all others charged with the management and survival of Drakes Estero estuary within 
California's Point Reyes National Seashore be established for the benefit of the ecosystem and all those who may one day find cerebral balance rather than 
fleeting gastronomic pleasures.  
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Name: Nilsen, Jeffrey M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: National Park Service Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 18:27:56 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Robertshaw, K.K.  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: PLEASE, PLEASE do keep these oyster beds near Point Reyes private. The commercial fishermen have the entire rest of the coast to farm their oysters. 
Some places need to be kept off limits for the sake of that special environment.  

 
Correspondence ID: 1249 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Kennedy, C.  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 18:29:42 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Camhi, Gail  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Gail Camhi Media Services Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please do NOT let this extensive area fall to commercial use. The very spirit in the land will be ripped apart in no time flat. Preserve wherever possible. 
It's a NO BRAINER.  
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Name: Hardin, Joseph  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Heal the Bay Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please keep the wetlands wild, the little wilderness that's left on the planet is really important. Save it please. Thanks, Joe  
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Name: Luke, Jaedra A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 18:30:12 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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ID: 

1253 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Whiteside, Glenn G  
Address:  

USA  



Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: National park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing 
maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing 
wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-
reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:30:31 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Spigel, Laurie B  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 18:30:45 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Baxter, Catharine  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Sierra Club Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Is nothing sacred? This wilderness area has been awaiting its final designation and now the prospect of making some money rears it's ugly head.  

However much money the park service would make through oyster harvesting, the downside of this operation would spoil the wilderness area for decades to 
come. The two are not compatible. Wilderness belongs to the plants and animals who live there and the people (taxpayers) who visit. It is not suitable for 
commercial development on any level.  

Please consider the long term when you turn down the opportunity to "go commercial."  

The future thanks you.  

"In Wilderness is the salvation of the world." Thoreau  
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Name: Ferguson, Tom M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed use of Drake's Estero as a location for a commercial shellfish farm.Sensitive areas like this should 
be afforded protection from commercial exploitation.  
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Name: FFranco, Diana  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:31:04 
Correspondence Web Form 



Type: 
Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 

Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: cuviello, pat  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Drakes Estero, is the West Coast's only marine wilderness and the top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness 
resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The national parks are for the people, not for private profit, as such, the NPS should 
prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes 
potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Swenson, Keith N  
Address:  

MNG  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I would like to comment on the Drake Estero, Point Reyes National Seashore and the National Park Services review of commercial activity within this area.  

As an American citizen working in protected area management internationally, I am always referring to our systems of national parks and wilderness areas 
as premier examples of protecting area management and preserving our national treasures for future generations. The Drake Estero and the Point Reyes 
Natonal Seashore respresent one of those examples.  

It is of great concern that this area is potentially under threat because one company wants to use public land, owned by all of us, for its own financial 
interests and therefore putting a marine ecosystem in jeapordy.  

I urge the Park Service to retain the wilderness values this area holds and maintain its committment to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act and not allow 
any commercial use of the area.  
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Name: Dickerson, Regina M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: retired Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I believe it should stay a wilderness so the wild animals can survive.  
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Name: Rutkowski, Robert  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:32:16 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Thorne, Trischa B  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: To whom it may concern,  



Please grant the Drakes Estero estuary in California full wilderness designation. The estuary is on track to receive this designation in 2012, and should do so.  

I have become aware that a commercial oyster company would like to expand it's permit in the estuary. I do not believe this would be in the best interest of 
the estuary.  

Designating Drakes Estero as a wilderness area will help protect oyster populations, as well as provide vital habitat for wildlife. The top priorities in 
decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. National 
parks were created to provide habitat for wildlife, and for future generations to enjoy, not for the profit of a few commercial individuals.  

Thank you, Trischa Thorne  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

1264 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Facette, James L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: We simply cannot sacrifice another of our dwindling precious natural resources for private profit. The value of Drake's Estuary as wilderness is 
considerably higher than opening the land and water to inevitably destructive mining of resources along with ugly infrastructure and pollution. We can live 
without oysters but not without wilderness.  
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Name: Stadnik, George  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Surfrider Foundation Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation 
on wilderness resources.  

Thanks.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear Sir or Madam,  

At all times one needs to remember that National Parks were created and are for the public use and should remain wilderness designated WITHOUT 
PRIVATE COMMERCIAL USE. Drakes Estero is an unique site and should kept free from private/commercial for-profit development following the 
maximum protection under the 1976 Pt Reyes Wilderness Act.  

We need to work to keep any and all public lands clean and healthy for all people of the nation (and world). Please see that this area remains maximally 
protected.  

thank you.  

dave councilman ex-californian and now a minnesotan  
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Name: Chisholm, H.  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:35:55 
Correspondence Web Form 



Type: 
Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 

Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  

thank you, H. Chisholm  
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Name: Wendler, Jeff  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:36:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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ID: 
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Name: McKennon, Mark D  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:36:21 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Point Reyes is a National Seashore. By virtue of that, the waters are not overused or polluted. Hence, there are rich resources of marine life that can be 
extracted. But merely because an area is more bountiful does not mean private commerce should ask to partake for the sake of profit, nor be invited. The area 
has been protected because it is unique, a treasure, worthy preserving in perpetuity. Private commerce, no matter how benign, even to generate jobs and 
revenue, would detract from the purpose of its preservation. The National Park Service should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation over 
commercial private use. The national parks are for people, not for private for-profit commerce. The exploitation of Point Reyes and Drakes Estero must, as 
the peer-reviewed research, avoid the potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Mauney, Harry F  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: National parks are the peoples property not the property of corporations. They should be treated as wilderness areas.  

The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

The national parks are for the people, not for private profit.  

The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Grathwohl, Marya  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Earth Hope Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:37:51 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing on behalf of Drakes Estero. National Parks exist for the benefit and enjoyment of all Americans. It is contrary to their mission to allow 
commercial operations of any kind. Your top priorities ought to be to provide maximum protection of wilderness resources and to give full effect to the 
1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  



Please prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

I was a frequent Point Reyes visitor when I lived in the Bay Area and was inspired and refreshed by the beauty of the region. Future generations deserve the 
same.  

Please consider peer reviewed research the conclude potential and real adverse impact from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

We can get oyster elsewhere!  

Thank you.  
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Name: moses, connie p  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

several Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:38:35 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Temple, M  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Hello National Park Service. It has come to my attention that The National Park Service is deciding whether to protect or open for commercial use, the only 
marine wilderness on the West Coast. Drakes Estero, is considered the ecological heart of California's Point Reyes National Seashore. The estuary is on track 
to receive full wilderness designation in 2012, and you should follow through on this long-standing plan. The national parks are for the people, not for 
private profit. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point 
Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use, and consider the peer-
reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for your time.  
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Name: shaffer, Mary E  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

retired teacher Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:39:41 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Shough, Bobbie L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:40:52 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Name: Collins, David  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:41:10 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: The Drakes Estero should receive protection from commercial fishing/oystering activities. Wilderness areas should be for wildlife and recreation purposes, 
and not for exploitation. Let the Port Reyes National Seashore be for protection of wildlife now and for the future.  

Thanks for your consideration.  
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Name: Caldie, Cathy  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:41:48 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I would like to see the National Parks protect wilderness areas and not allow commercial development to "devour" our precious land that belongs to the 
people and future generations, not for profit companies and cruise lines like I saw in Alaska this summer. ORV's also destroy much of our natural landscape 
and the noise pollution is disturbing to many who come to see and experience the natural beauty of our country. Please keep our public lands for the public - 
not private, profit companies. Thanks for listening.  
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Name: Godfrey, Will  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please protect Drakes Estero. The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation 
vision over commercial private use. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources. The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full 
effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

 
Correspondence ID: 1279 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Brebner, Linda B  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:42:59 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am opposed to the use of National Park Land for commercial endeavors. This land is not to be used for profit, but for the enjoyment of the people of this 
country and around the world.  
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Name: Johns, Robert  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

National Parks Conservation Association Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I believe that our National Parks are for the use and enjoyment of the public. They should not be for private business and/or commercial use. The NPS must 
consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. I urge the Park 
Service to provide maximum protection to the wilderness resources of this park.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 18:43:20 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: LeClair, Peg  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 18:43:29 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Name: Norris, Brenda J  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

citizen Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:43:38 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please protect Point Reyes and especially Drakes Estero. I love to visit our National Seashores, but commercial oystering (or any other commercial use) 
makes that prospect much less appealling. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The 
national parks are for the people, not for private profit. Thank you for your consideration!  

Brenda Norris  
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Name: Lodge, Sheila  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:44:10 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I can understand that the oyster company would like to continue operations in Point Reyes National Seashore, but the long-planned preservation of Drake's 
Estuary without commercial use must go forward. The Parks Service must give priority to the maximum protection of wilderness resources.  

Research concludes that there are potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Please give top priority to full protection of the wonderful resources in Drake's Estuary.  

-The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. -  

 
Correspondence 
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: To whom it may concern, The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to 
the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. The national 
parks are for the people, not for private profit. The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the 
oyster operation on wilderness resources.  

Thank you for taking the time to speak up for Drakes Estero, the West Coast's only marine wilderness. Together we are making a difference for wildlife and 
visitors of Point Reyes National Seashore.  

Sincerely, Mrs. Holly Holtrop  
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Name: Frey, Lisa J  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside 
Organization: 

NPCA Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,04,2010 18:45:58 



Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the 
people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster 
operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: The NPS Park Service has a duty. to protect the only marine wilderness on the West Coast. At stake is the future of the Drakes Estero estuary within 
California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered the ecological heart of the park. The estuary is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 
2012, and no extension of a commercial operating permit should be allowed. --The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum 
protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. --The NPS should prioritize the long-standing wilderness 
designation vision over commercial private use. --The national parks are for the people, not for private profit. --The NPS must consider the peer-reviewed 
research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources.  
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Correspondence: Keep this beautiful area out of hands of commercial fishing. There is already enough sea shore and sea for fishermen. Save something for our children 
and grand children.  
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Correspondence: Growing up in California, Point Reyes was a daytrip for our family. It was always such a treat, and I would hate to not have that area available to visit with 
my children. National parks are for the people to use and enjoy. That is what they were created for in the first place, so many years ago. Wilderness trumps 
business when it comes to National Parks, I hope you will remember that.  
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Correspondence: Protect our National Seashore. This area is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not commercial expansion.  
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Correspondence: Please maintain Drakes Estero as a wild and pristine part of Point Reyes Wilderness under the 1976 Act. It is meant for public non-destructive enjoyment, 
not commercial ventures. Base your decision on unbiased science and the long term good of the region. Do not be swayed by business interests; they have 
already destroyed most of our wild heritage, which can never recover.  

 
Correspondence ID: 1294 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: Klein-Robuck, Barbara L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,04,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: There is NO other way I can say it..,.national park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use  
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Correspondence: No coal ash!  
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Correspondence: The top priorities in decision-making should be providing maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act.  

You should always prioritize the long-standing wilderness designation vision over commercial private use.  

I thought the national parks are for the people, not for private profit. I have visited many national parks andI wish you would do a better job of protecting 
them.  

Aren't you supposed to consider the peer-reviewed research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness 
resources.  
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Correspondence: I really think a priority should be maximum protection of wilderness resources and giving full effect to the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. Prioritizing the 
long-standing wilderness designation of the area over commercial or private use is critical. The commercial oyster operation is very risky. There is a lot of 
very reputable research that concludes potential and real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness resources. Thank you for considering my 
comments, K. Meltzer  
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Correspondence: National Park wilderness is for wildlife and public enjoyment, not private commercial use. That is why protecting the only marine wilderness on the West 
Coast must win out over allowing it to have commercial use. Drakes Estero, an estuary within California's Point Reyes National Seashore that is considered 
the ecological heart of the park, is on track to receive full wilderness designation in 2012. The oyster company should not be allowed to extend its operating 



permit. This wilderness has had longstanding wilderness plans.  

In addition, peer-reviewed research concludes that there is not only potential, but also real adverse impacts from the oyster operation on wilderness 
resources.  

Thank you.  
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Correspondence: Drakes Estero, in Point Reyes National Seashore, should be protected from commercial exploitation. As it is to receive full wilderness protection in 2012 
please do not extend the permit of the oyster company.  

 




