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Correspondence: In regards to the Wilderness designation for Drakes Estero, the "ecological heart" of the Point Reyes National Seashore in California: The 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a commercial oyster farm lease expires. 
Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to extend the Drakes Bay Oyster 
Company's lease beyond its expiration. Now the National Park Service is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on possibly extending the 
permit another 10 years. I urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity 
in this important wildlife area. It is crucial to protect this lovely area that is vital to so many species!  
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Correspondence: RE: Add Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness  

The Drakes Estero is the "ecological heart" of the Point Reyes National Seashore in California. The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition 
of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a commercial oyster farm lease expires. Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior 
Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to extend the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease beyond its expiration.  

Now the National Park Service is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on possibly extending the permit another 10 years.  

I urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important 
wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: The oyster business should be removed from the area by 2012. Keeping it there will violate years of hard work putting together the Wilderness Act and the 
laws that followed to create the Seashore. It will undermine the Wilderness Act. Farmers and farms must be protected but this is a luxury food item, not a 
staple. The farms at the Seashore are in a protected pastoral zone. Also a deal's a deal- when you buy up a lease that's going to expire, you make that choice. 
Also you don't spend other people's money (here, taxpayers) making them fight off your efforts, with powerful people like a US Senator, to go around what 
you knew you were buying. And, whatever quality of water the oyster business says it's providing, that is nothing compared to the natural conditions that can 
be restored. Wilderness may not mean 'pristine' when it's near a city but how about having a functional definition that says 'as close to a return to nature as 
we can get (without continuing private profit)'? As more of the country gets developed, anyone can claim that a wilderness area is not really wilderness 
anymore, so by letting this oyster business stay, he becomes a model for how encroaching development in other areas will let more and more of our land be 
claimed as not "wilderness." I think the NPS does a great job in very difficult situations.  
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Correspondence: I urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important 



wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: I am a native Californian and have always held the Point Reys area of the coast in high esteem. It was one of the favorite places of my mother, now 
deceased, and my brother. I am writing to support Wilderness designation for Drakes Estero, considered the "ecological heart" of the Point Reyes National 
Seashore in California. The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a 
commercial oyster farm lease expires. Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to 
extend the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease beyond its expiration. Now the National Park Service is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
on possibly extending the permit another 10 years. Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in 
this important wildlife area. The Drakes Bay Oyster Company has had their grace period and plenty of time to prepare for a future without the lease. End it 
now, as per the original deal.  

Sincerely, James C Roberts  
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Correspondence: Add Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness. I believe it is very important to keep wild places wild. Please add Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton 
Wilderness.  
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Correspondence: Add Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness - preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in 
this important wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: The Lunny's petition to continue to operate the Drakes Oyster Company within the Point Reyes National Seashore should NOT be granted. The Lunny's 
lease is set to expire in 2012, based on an agreement the federal government reached with the public after lengthy and thoughtful public input when the 
National Seashore first was established. The intent was to give farmers in the park time to transition out of the park, and protect Public Trust resources 
thereafter. The park belongs to all of us. To extend the lease would set a very harmful precedent.  
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Correspondence: I urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important 
wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: I am writing to you today in regards to the Point Reyes National Seashore and to urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 
2012, rather than continue to allow the commercial activity of oyster farming in this important wildlife area. Drakes Estero should have remained as a 
Wilderness designation as it was originally listed back in 1976, but due to an Interior Dept. Appropriations bill rider that was attached, there is the possibility 
to keep the oyster farms lease going past the designation date of 2012 which is unacceptable. This is an important wilderness designation that needs to be 
permanently established for now and for all future generations.  
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Correspondence: I urge you to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area by extending 
the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease beyond its expiration.  

Thank you for this critical consideration.  

Carolyn Knoll  
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Correspondence: Please do not extend the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease on Drakes Estero. Thank you.  
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Correspondence: Dear folks:  

As of 1972, YOU OWN THIS LAND. Essentially, if the Drakes Bay Oyster Company continues to occupy this territory past 2012, when the lease is due to 
expire, then the company is acting as a squatter, and may be forcibly removed by law. Considering its abysmal environmental impact in the past, the 
company should NOT be allowed to extend its lease for another year, let alone ten. Please do not be intimidated into making a poor decision by your current 
Secretary of the Interior, but respect the original 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

115 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,28,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Drakes Estero should be added to the Philip Burton Wilderness. The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip 
Burton Wilderness in 2012, when the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease expires. This lease should not be extended further. Preserve Drakes Estero as 
Wilderness in 2012, rather than allowing commercial activity to continue in this important wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: Add Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness:  

Please secure Wilderness designation for Drakes Estero, the "ecological heart" of the Point Reyes National Seashore in California. The 1976 Point Reyes 
Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a commercial oyster farm lease expires. 
Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to extend the Drakes Bay Oyster 
Company's lease beyond its expiration.  

Please do not extend the permit another 10 years. Preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this 
important wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: I support the continuation of Drakes Bay Oyster Company. The business contributes to the local Marin County economy by providing jobs; it contributes to 
the local agricultural community and provides a nourishing food for all. Oysters contribute to the health of the Estero by filtering the water. The owners are 
extremely sensitive to the needs and health of the Estero. They are committed to maintaining a healthy environment of Drakes Estero.  

The National Park Service needs to extend Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease.  
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Correspondence: Save out wilderness areas from unecessary changes. Keep things as they are.  

mg  
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Correspondence: Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area. Please allow 
Drakes Oyster Farm lease to expire.  
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Correspondence: Please keep Drake's Bay Oyster Company open and allow it to operate in the future! Drake's Bay is one of the most popular cultural resources in West 
Marin. It is the only oyster farm within the National Seashore and is one of the most visited cultural resources in the Seashore. Drake's bay supplies much of 
the SF Bay Area and State of California with shellfish, closing the oyster company will send dollars out of state up to Oregon and Washington as consumers 
and restaurants will source their shellfish from those states to fulfill their needs. The families that have been working at Drake's Bay Oyster Company for the 
last 100 years, many generations of families, will loose their jobs. Renewing the lease would allow Drake's Bay to keep operating, consumers in the Bay 
Area and State of California would continue to be able to enjoy fresh, local oysters, many families will be able to keep their jobs in West Marin, the Oyster 
Farm will continue to provide education to the public about local and organic food production, sustainability, the environment and the history of agriculture 
and mariculture in the Seashore.  
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Correspondence: The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a commercial oyster farm lease 
expires. Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to extend the Drakes Bay Oyster 
Company's lease beyond its expiration. Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this 
important wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: The oyster company can find another location. There's no question that this shouldn't be done.  
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Correspondence: Please end the commerical oyster farming activity at Drakes Estero and preserve it as wilderness in 2012. Thank you  

 
Correspondence 
ID: 

125 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 
 

Name: Whitaker, Lisa  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,28,2010 17:58:04 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: As long-term resident of Marin County and a frequent visitor to PRNS, I urge the National Park Service to extend Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease. 
PRNS is a fantastic resource of open space and vistas in close proximity to an urban center. But PRNS is not wilderness and unless the NPS removes the 
roads, cafes, gift shops, hostel, houses, dairies, fences and parking lots, and restricts the number of visitors, it never will be. Nothing about the operations of 
DBOC diminishes my enjoyment of the park. In fact, the Lunny's operation is much cleaner and visitor-friendly, though a bit less colorful, than that of Mr. 
Johnson. Please let DBOC continue to operate and provide jobs, a natural and sustainable food, and good stewardship practices for residents and visitors to 
our area to enjoy.  

Lisa Whitaker  
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Correspondence: As a Marin County, California native, I urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow 
commercial activity in this important wildlife area.  

Drakes Estero has been called the "ecological heart" of the Point Reyes National Seashore in California. The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates 
the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a commercial oyster farm lease expires.  

Please make good on the original intention and preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012 by adding it to the Philip Burton Wilderness. Don't wait 



another 10 years.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  
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Correspondence: DRAKES ESTERO within the Point Reyes National Seashore has been waiting for full wilderness status for almost 40 years. The estero is the ecological 
heart of the seashore and provides foraging and breeding grounds for birds, fish, and harbor seals. Biologists say that more baby seals are born in the estero 
than anywhere else along the Central Coast.  

As I understand it, the National Park Service will soon hold public meetings about an Environmental Impact Statement that it must prepare regarding 
whether to allow a commercial oyster business to operate for an additional ten years within Drakes Estero.  

I believe it is crucial in the debate over whether or not to grant full wilderness protection to Drake Estero is the factual history.  

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed into law the Point Reyes National Seashore Act, establishing an exquisite jewel in the National Park system. In 
1972 the Johnson's Oyster Co., which operated within Drakes Estero, sold its property to the NPS. The agreement allowed Johnson to continue operating 
until 2012.  

Congress designated Drakes Estero as potential wilderness in the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act. The 1976 Act was the result of substantial public input 
and partnership agreements reached between ranchers and conservationists. More than 25,000 acres were designated for full wilderness protections and over 
8,000 acres were designated as potential wilderness due to existing uses such as the commercial oyster operation. The Congressional record clearly reflects 
Congress' intent that the Estero's potential wilderness areas would receive full wilderness designation and protection once Johnson's operating rights expired 
in 2012.  

In 2005, fully knowledgeable of the 2012 use expiration and intended wilderness status, Drakes Bay Oyster Co. bought out the remaining seven years on the 
oyster company permit. Its owners then immediately lobbied Congress for a permit extension. A rider buried within a massive appropriations bill granted the 
Secretary of the Interior the ability to choose between preserving wilderness or commercializing it.  

As a result, if I understand correctly, is that the park service will prepare an EIS. Ranches, which are not wilderness, will not be under consideration during 
this EIS process. Now I, and most other environmentally interested people with whom I have spoken to, strongly support family ranches within the seashore 
but oppose a commercial shellfish operation in the wildlife-rich tidelands of Drakes Estero.  

There are substantial legal, policy and scientific reasons for terminating the commercial oyster operation in 2012 as planned.  

Preventing Drakes Estero from becoming wilderness violates the spirit of the agreements reached between conservationists and ranchers more than 30 years 
ago, violates the letter and spirit of the law, and would set a terrible legal and policy precedent that could be used to open up national parks and wilderness 
across the United States to private industry. Isn't it a break of public trust to prioritize private commercial use of this national park over securing wilderness 
status that the public and wildlife have anticipated for nearly 40 years?  

The ability to leave urban life behind and experience the wild marine environment of Point Reyes National Seashore is a gift. This gift is a part of our natural 
heritage that we must all protect and preserve; for ourselves, for future generations, and for the abundant wildlife that depend on this marvelous area.  

In December 2009, the Drakes Bay Oyster Co. was fined $62,000 by the California Coastal Commission for illegally operating in a long-established harbor 
seal protection area in the estero. Damage caused by the commercial oyster operation to eelgrass, migratory birds and harbor seals supports terminating the 
oyster operation in 2012. Let's honor the Point Reyes Wilderness Act and return the public trust tidelands of Drakes Estero to wilderness.  

Thank you for considering my views.  

Yours' truly, Mr.Terry L. Pitt  
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Correspondence: Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: I am writing to ask you to add Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness.  

I support the organizations that have been working to secure Wilderness designation for Drakes Estero, the ecological heart of the Point Reyes National 
Seashore in California. The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012 when a 
commercial oyster farm lease expires. Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to 
extend the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease beyond its expiration. Now the National Park Service is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
on possibly extending the permit another 10 years.  

Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012 rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area.  

Thank you.  
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Correspondence: I'm writing to urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this 
important wildlife area. The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a 
commercial oyster farm lease expires. Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to 
extend the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease beyond its expiration. Please honor the original agreement.  
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Correspondence: To: National Park Service officials  

I am writing to urge you to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial oyster farm activity in this important 
wildlife area. Add Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness.  

Drakes Estero is the ecological heart of the Point Reyes National Seashore in California. I urge you to designate it as wilderness.  

Thank you. Linda Johnson  
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Correspondence: National Park Service should preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife 
area.  
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Correspondence: Please do not allow commercial oyster harvesting to continue in such an important wildlife area such as Drakes Estero. Any environmental impact statement 
would certainly show that an oyster harvesting business would be detrimental to the biodiversity and natural ecosystem functioning of the Drakes Estero 
seashore in comparison to a wildlife area without this operation.  
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Correspondence: The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero of the Point Reyes National Seashore in California to the Philip Burton 
Wilderness in 2012, when a commercial oyster farm lease expires. Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of 
the Interior the authority to extend the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease beyond its expiration. Now the National Park Service is preparing an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on possibly extending the permit another 10 years. I urge the National Park Service to please preserve Drakes Estero 
as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this ecologically important wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: I urge that you not extend the lease of the commercial oyster farm -- Drakes Bay Oyster Company -- beyond its expiration in 2012.  

Letting the lease expire will allow the long-awaited Wilderness designation for Drakes Estero -- the "ecological heart" of the Point Reyes National 
Seashore in California -- to take place.  

Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, per 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this 
important wildlife area.  

Thank you!  
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Correspondence: ______________________________________________________________  

I've been living in Point Reyes Station so far for 28 years, and have had the good fortune to live near the park,and to admire the outstanding leadership of 
Don Neubacher, and now Cicely Muldoon . It seems to me that in questions about the future health of the place we love, our beautiful park, our beloved 
country, we shouldn't waste our time attempting to divide people into teams of the Good Guys and the Bad Guys, and this has happened locally on this issue. 
It's too easy to get deflected by peripheral details (of what he said, what she said), too easy to scurry about amassing lists of other people's faults, too easy to 
forget about the big historical picture and forget the long view.  

What is the long view? what kind of landscape would YOU like to have America's grandchildren live in? What decisions are we making now that will make 
that landscape possible, or not possible? Not just here, but across our country. The Wilderness Act was passed by Congress in 1976. When parks are created, 
there are already commercial activities present that are worked into the park plan. Compromises are made with existing interests, to allow agricultural or 
other business, or hunting, to continue for a specific time. In the case of the oyster farm in Drakes estero, a compromise was made at that time whereby 
commercial activity was permitted to continue there until 2012.  



The compromise has already been made.  

If a second compromise is now made in this case, many other commercial interests near every national park and seashore that we treasure, would be 
encouraged to use this as a precedent. Around every national park there are businesses eager for the laws to be changed, for new precedents to be set, so a 
hotel can be built, or crops can be grown for profit, or cattle or sheep grazed within what's been designated a national park.  

Precedents are important: If my neighbor got to build whatever he wants on his land, then why shouldn't I have the same rights? If in the case of one national 
park or seashore special pressure can bend existing law, then all parks are vulnerable to special pressure. The big question about the oyster farm's future isn't 
merely a local issue. It's: do we want to stick faithfully to our support of our park system, so vulnerable, so beleaguered by funding cuts and political pressure 
and commercial inroads, or do we forget the long view, and encourage a precedent that would be yet another threat to the parks all over our country ?  
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Correspondence: I have been fishing in Marin and Sonoma Counties since the 1960s. I have been a wilderness advocate all my life. The operator of the oyster company knew 
the deal was to be out by 2012 and agreed to that. There is no excuse for him to continue since the will of Congress and the people was to restore Drakes 
Estero and remove the commercial operation from this wilderness area.  

This is setting a dangerous precedent for other wilderness designation across this country and will not happen.  
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USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Oct,29,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: Re: Point Reyes National Seashore  

I would like to see NPS secure Wilderness designation for Drakes Estero when the lease expires in 2012. This is the heart of the Point Reyes National 
Seasshore and it should be turned over to wildlife rather than allowing the Drakes Bay Oyster Company to continue operating there.  

Thank you.  

Janet Robinson  
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Received: Oct,29,2010 00:00:00 
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Correspondence: Dear Sir  

I urge you to preserve the Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area within the 
Point Reyes National Seashore in California. I was lucky to visit this area a few years ago, but am shocked to hear you allow this commercial activit. Steve 
Smith  
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Correspondence: It's time to add Drakes Estro to the Philips Burton Wilderness. It is a place we should all get to enjoy, whether it be on land or water. This is a place for 
people not profits..  

 
Correspondence ID: 146 Project: 33043 Document: 36704 

 

Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,29,2010 08:30:00 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please let the Drakes Estero be preserved as a Wilderness in 2012 when the commercial oyster farm lease expries. Let it be a wildlife area that it was 
intended to be.  

Sincerely,  

An American Citizen  
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Correspondence: Drakes Estero is such an important wildlife area, I would urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than 
allowing continued commercial activity.  
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Correspondence: Add Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness. Secure Wilderness designation for Drakes Estero, the 'ecological heart' of the Point Reyes National 
Seashore in California.  

The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a commercial oyster farm 
lease expires. Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to extend the Drakes Bay 
Oyster Company's lease beyond its expiration.  

I have read that the National Park Service is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on possibly extending the permit another ten years.  

I urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important 
wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: National Parks are out heritage, our responsibility, our legacey, and we the people are in disgrace regarding the political bullying ....  

Sen. Feinstein attached an addendum to a big bill that got passed in the Senate which paves the way for one of her cronies to apply for a special 10 year use 
permit to use Drake's Bay for commercial oyster farming. I also found out that the Park Service was threatened with having their funding pulled if they 
didn't do her bidding!!!!  

This is the same old crony business that our politicians use for their continuing the system that takes from this country, this land, our future.  

DO NOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN TO A NATIONAL TREASURE.  
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Correspondence: The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a commercial oyster farm 
lease expires. Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to extend the Drakes Bay 
Oyster Company's lease beyond its expiration.  

I urge you to DENY THE COMMERCIAL EXTENSION and ADD THE DRAKES ESTERO to the WILDERNESS.  
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Correspondence: October 24, 2010  

DBOC SUP EIS c/o Superintendant Point Reyes National Seashore 1 Bear Valley Road Point Reyes Station, CA 94956  

Dear Superintendent,  

Responding to USDOI.NPS.PRNS.L7617.  

Please deny any permit extension for the Drakes Bay Oyster Company to operate in the Point Reyes National Seashore beyond the scheduled expiration date 
2012. Continued operation of DBOC via a Special Use Permit is inconsistent with the Wilderness Act, and the Mission Statements of the NPS and the 
PRNS, and L6717 Project Objectives (bullets 1 and 2}.  

? Commercial operation in a "Potential Wilderness" area is inconsistent with the intent of Congress in 1976 to include Drakes Estero in the Philip Burton 
Wilderness. ? Lease extension for the commercial operation DBOC is inconsistent with The Wilderness Act. ? Drakes Estero conversion to Wilderness is 
consistent with the NPS and PRNS Mission. ? Lease extension sets precedent and enhances pressure for commercial operations in National Seashores and 
National Parks.  

I am a year round resident of Inverness, California, located on the Point Reyes Peninsula.  
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Correspondence: I urge he Secretary of Interior has the discretionary authority to issue a Special Use Permit for a period of 10 years to Drakes Bay Oyster Company.  

DBOC has proven itself to be a good environmental community citizen, and a key player in the local economy. Drakes Bay oysters comprise almost 40% of 
California's shellfish production and are marketed exclusively in the Bay area. Without Drakes Bay oysters, the Bay area would have to import an additional 
38,000 lbs of oysters each week; Importing from Seattle would generate 577 tons of carbon per year; importing from the Chesapeake bay would generate 
1800 tons; and importing from Tokyo would generate 3600 tons!  

Drakes Bay Oyster Farm is also responsible for more water sampling, oyster meat sampling and phytoplankton sampling than any other sampler on the 
California coast-- data crucial to the state of California's monitoring programs to ensure environmental protection, public health, and further scientific 
awareness of marine biotoxins.  
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Correspondence: Add Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness!  
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Correspondence: In December 2009, the Drakes Bay Oyster Co. was fined $62,000 by the California Coastal Commission for illegally operating in a long-established harbor 
seal protection area in the estero. If this commercial oyster operation damaged the eelgrass, migratory birds and harbor seals, then it should be terminated in 
2012. Let's honor the Point Reyes Wilderness Act and return the public trust tidelands of Drakes Estero to wilderness.  
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USA  

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Oct,29,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: I urge you to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: The lease to Drakes Bay Oyster Company in the vital Point Reyes National Seashore should not be extended beyond 2012. Drakes Estero is the only West 
Coast estuary with any kind of wilderness status. Congress spoke clearly in 1976 when it designated it as potential wilderness, expecting it to automatically 
become part of the Phillip Burton Wilderness when the lease expired. The Park Service and Secretary of the Interior should use their authority to put that 
intent into effect in 2012.  
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Correspondence: I live near Sutter's Mill, Coloma, where the gold rush started. It occurs to me that the NPS's rulemaking might not appreciate some implications that are far 
beyond their borders.  

The Park Service should include an historical element to its considerations.  

Locally harvested oysters were an important food source fueling the California gold rush. The shellfish industry was important to the economy of San 
Francisco. Drakes Bay oyster Farm is the sole surviving link to this relationship, and should be preserved. It would be appropriate to include a display to this 
link at the Point Reyes Park Service HQ. The park can leverage the existance of a real oyster farm as a teachable moment in California history, as well as a 



dynamic display of marine biology.  

Another historical link is to native peoples. Oysters were a key food to, for example, Ohlone indians. Their middens in Fremont testify to this biological 
relationship. Where else except Point Reyes can the Park Service connect history to an ongoing, self supporting display?  

Exploit your Drakes Bay Oyster Farm for its historical and educational aspects!  
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Correspondence: I would like to know the details of the original DBOC use permit. Did Johnson or DBOC own the land? Was the owner paid 'fair value' for the realestate 
when the park was formed? What limitations are stipulated in the use permit? Could DBOC increase the number of oyster racks arbitrarily? Could they 
operate a restaraunt or a casino on the property?  
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Correspondence: ALEXANDER D. CALHOUN  

October 29, 2010  

______________  

Attention: Superintendent Point Reyes National Seashore Dear Superintendent, We have been residents of San Francisco and West Marin for close to fifty 
years during which time we have, with our family and friends, hiked and ridden its trails, camped in its campsites. swum in its lakes and from its beaches and 
enjoyed the products of its ranches and of the Drake's Bay aquaculture. We have been members of the Sierra Club and the Environmental Action Committee 
of Mann and other environmental organizations for a comparable period. We are writing to support the issuance of a Special Use Permit for the continuance 
of the aquaculture operations presently conducted by Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC) at Drake's Estero. Introduction. You will find attached as 
Attachment A, a longer memorandum, which one of us had previously prepared and posted on the Marinwatch Website. That memorandum preceded the 
Feinstein legislation, the National Science Foundation Report and the Marine Mammal Commission hearings and soon to be issued report. To summarize, it 
pointed out that the aquaculture operations at Drake's Estero antedated the establishment of PRNS; that the sponsors of the legislation establishing PRNS 
were aware of this and anticipated the indefinite continuation of those operations pursuant to leases granted by the California Fish and Game Commission 
pursuant to its constitutionally mandated duties as trustee of fishing rights belonging to the citizens of California; and it concluded that it was within the 
discretionary powers of the NPS to grant the necessary permits to enable that continuation. Since then the National Research Council has investigated and 
concluded that there is no evidence that the aquaculture operations have any adverse effect on the pinnipeds, fish or birds in Drake's Estero and it is generally 
expected that this will be confirmed by the Marine Mammal Commission. Moreover, the Feinstein legislation expressly authorizes the NPS to grant the 
necessary permits for an extension of ten years, thereby eliminating even any argument that the NPS does not have the power to permit an extension for that 
period. We will leave it to my earlier memorandum and to others to address the benefits which the aquaculture operation's production of shellfish contributes 
to the nationally endorsed movement to sustainable, locally produced foodstuffs, including job creation, food security, and healthful nourishment. We will, 
instead, discuss certain jurisdictional and factual issues which we believe have not been fully addressed and are subject to confusion. 1. The Special Use 
Permit is for Facilities On Land that has always been used and is surrounded by land that has always been and continues to be used for commercial purposes. 
In order to conduct its aquaculture operations pursuant to its lease of bottom lands for shell fish cultivation from the State of California pursuant to Fish and 
Game Code Sections 15,400 et seq. DBOC has needed and continues to need shore side facilities for processing and marketing. In addition these include a 
picnic area and educational exhibits for park visitors. It is these facilities and only these facilities that are the object of the Special Use Permit which would 
replace the Reservation of Use ("ROU") that was retained when the shore side property was transferred to PRNS and is the subject of this proceeding. It 
should be noted that these facilities are not located in an area that has been designated "Wilderness" or "Potential Wilderness". They are carved out of an area 
that has been and continues to be used for commercial ranching. Thus the facilities are surrounded by commercial ranches and have always been used for 
commercial purposes either ranching or aquaculture both before and ever since the establishment of the PRNS. It is noteworthy that this reservation of right 
to shellfish aquaculture to the citizens of California is contained in and antedates the California Constitution This is reinforced by the fact that the Fish and 
Game Commission is established by the California Constitution and is not a creature of the legislature. The State of California, as trustee of these rights of its 
citizens, cannot cede them to the federal government, nor can the federal government appropriate them. All this is discussed in more detail in the attached 
Memorandum. The designation of the submerged tidelands in Drake's Bay as potential Wilderness instead of Wilderness recognized this continuing 
limitation on both the state and federal government powers to alienate fishing rights belonging to the citizens of California. Its purpose was to restrict further 
commercialization of the tidelands, not to terminate the existing shellfish aquaculture. A distinction was drawn with the Muddy Hollow corridor lands for 
which a timetable was established for their progression to Wilderness status. There is precedent for the Governor of California asserting the State's authority 
over aquaculture operations in the tidelands off the coast of California. On December 23, 2008, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger wrote to the United States 
Secretary of Commerce objecting to a proposed federal regulation that would have prohibited the introduction of all nonnative species in the tidelands off the 
coast of California. This would have adversely affected oyster aquaculture, particularly in Tomales Bay. The Governor pointed out that the California State 
legislature has not granted any submerged lands to the Federal government that would enable a sanctuary to assert authority over aquaculture operations in 
State waters. The Governor also pointed out that not all non-native species are harmful and the State already prohibits the release of harmful non-native 
species. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration proposed regulation was revised accordingly. See 74 F.R. 50740, Thursday, October 1, 
2009. Moreover, if the Special Use Permit is not granted the facilities will not revert to Wilderness (which they have never been) but presumably will revert 
to commercial ranching or (as often happens with disused ranch buildings) decrepitude. This will result in loss of jobs, loss of housing, loss of an attraction 
and educational opportunity for Park visitors, and loss of a valuable local and ecological food resource, as well as the possibility of adverse ecological 
consequences such as the loss of the beneficial effects of oyster filtering on water quality. 2. The Planting, Cultivation and Harvesting of the shellfish are 



conducted in the tidal waters and their submerged bottomlands pursuant to allocations and leases from the California Fish and Game Commission pursuant 
to Sections 15,400 et seq. of the Fish and Game Code and implementing regulations issued by the Department. These result in a mutually advantageous 
contractual relationship. DBOC obtains the right to plant, cultivate, harvest, and market and benefit economically from oysters exclusively from the tidal 
waters and submerged bottomlands delineated in the agreements, and the Fish and Game Commission receives rents and fees from DBOC and obtains the 
services of DBOC in meeting its responsibilities to the people of California to safeguard and promote aquaculture as provided by the California Constitution 
and implementing statutes. Subsequent to commencing these comments we were furnished with Neal Desai's memorandum for the National Parks 
Conservation Association to which we are obliged to respond at least preliminarily. 3. The Memorandum Discusses the Issues as though the Shore Side 
Facilities Were in a Wilderness Area. The Memorandum appears to assume that the shore side facilities are located in an area designated as Wilderness and 
discusses at length restrictions on Special Use Permits for commercial activities in Wilderness areas. But, as explained above, the shore side facilities are not 
located in a Wilderness area; they are located in the midst of a commercial ranching area and they have always been used for commercial ranching and 
shellfish aquaculture. As a result the assumption is mistaken and misleading and the discussion is irrelevant. 4. Furthermore, the Memorandum Mistakenly 
Attributes DBOC's Shellfish Aquaculture Rights in and under the Waters of Drake's Bay to the ROU and the Prospective Special Use Permit. Neither the 
ROU nor the SUP purport to grant Any rights to conduct shellfish aquaculture in the waters and submerged tidelands nor could they effectively do so. As 
discussed above, these rights are entrusted to the State of California and were acquired and are held by DBOC pursuant to its leases from The California Fish 
and Game Commission, ending in 2029. The leases create a mutually advantageous contractual relationship between the State of California and DBOC. It 
should be noted that wrongful interference with such a relationship could be considered tortuous conduct under California law. We close by urging that 
DBOC be granted a Special Use Permit to continue its shore side activities in support of its shellfish aquaculture operations in Drake's Bay until its lease 
with the Fish and Game Commission expires in 2029, or at least for a period of ten years, thereby preserving the opportunity for Park visitors to enjoy 
DBOC's ecologically beneficial and highly regarded natural food products, both while picnicking there and after returning home with their purchases; as part 
of their park experience. Respectfully,  

Cornelia Calhoun Alexander Calhoun  

Attachment A is being sent via mail with original of letter.  
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Correspondence: Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area. Allow the 
commercial oyster farm lease to expire. I frequently visit our public lands wilderness and I want to see it protected against commercial exploitation.  
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Correspondence: Let me start by saying I do not enjoy eating oysters, nor do I have any business or personal connections with Drakes Bay Oysters. With that in mind, I 
sincerely hope NPA can come to an agreement to keep Drakes Bay Oyster open. Our country has been significantly & negatively impacted by mono-
farming. Allowing small farmers & this business to continue results in healthier & fresher foods for the community. We are being besiged by fanatic 
environmentalists whose narrow belief is that only "pure" wilderness should be allowed. Many of these same people forget that nature is a balancing act. 
They ignore the fact that not having local foods results in more trucking (which polutes the air). And the Luny's have gone beyond many others who profess 
to be "environmentalists" to ensure that this business has minimal impact on the environment. I used to recruit to hire executive level numbers specialists. 
We had a joke that if you asked a candidate what 2 + 2 equaled, and they said "What do you want it to be?", we had our person.Do not let this conflict 
become about who's numbers are real. Let it be about balancing the environment with humans. And continuing to support local food.  
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Correspondence: Dear NPS Staff,  

I believe it is vitally important for the commercial operation in the Phillip Burton Wilderness to terminate as required in 2012. This is the promise that 
Congress made more than 30 years ago, to phase out the commercial operation and restore this area to wilderness. The current operator knew of this when 
purchasing the operation. The public expects the NPS to follow the law.  

This issue is also very important to the entire National Wilderness Preservation System. To now break the promise that Congress made in the 1970s that this 
commercial operation would end will set a dangerous national precedent for all federal wilderness areas with private inholdings or phase-out provisions.  



Please phase out the commercial oyster operation at Drakes Estero in 2012 as promised. Please keep me informed of future actions on this issue.  

Sincerely, Kevin Proescholdt  
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Correspondence: Right now we need all the protected Wilderness areas we can get. By 10 years in the future, this land could be ruined. These are dangerous times. Our planet 
is being destroyed by global warming and industrial pollution. Please keep the Drakes Estero, the "ecological heart" of the Point Reyes National Seashore, a 
wilderness area and stop commercial oyster farming now. Allow it to become part of the Philip Burton Wilderness area.  
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Correspondence: This is in regard to the Drakes Bay Oyster Co in Pt. Reyes National Seashore. I feel that the lease should not be extended beyond 2012. Drakes Estero is the 
only West Coast estuary with any kind of wilderness status. Congress spoke clearly in 1976 when it designated it as potential wilderness, expecting it to 
automatically become part of the Phillip Burton Wilderness when the lease expired. The Park Service and Secretary of the Interior should use their authority 
to put that intent into effect in 2012.  
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Correspondence: Nix Drake Bay Oyster Co.s lease beyond it's expiration & All development/commercial activity in this wilderness area! Preserve Drakes Estero as 
Wilderness! This precious, unique, spectacular wild area- Must be Kept this way! Do your job- Protect Our Public lands, waters, economy, wildlife & 
health! You work for citizens, not industry! Your attention to this most urgent matter would be much appreciated by all present & future generations of all 
species. Thank you Lydia Garvey Public Health Nurse  
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Correspondence: Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area. Drakes Estero is the 
"ecological heart" of the Point Reyes National Seashore in California. The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the 
Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a commercial oyster farm lease expires. Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the 
Secretary of the Interior the authority to extend the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease. Please reject the extension of this commercial lease.  
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Correspondence: I urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important 
wildlife area.  
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Correspondence: While I admit my knowledge of the impact of oyster farming upon the wilderness area of Drakes Estero is limited, I believe it is wise to side with 
wilderness designation. If you believe more study needs done & if authority exists, continue the lease for a year. If no more study needs done, or you must 
extend by ten years or not at all, then make it wilderness.  

Thank you  

Wesley F Hamilton  
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Correspondence: I have hiked to the shore on Pt Reyes and camped overnight years ago. I want to be on record as opposing the commercial oyster operation within the 
wilderness boundaries. SDD  
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Correspondence: I have been a property owner and part time resident of Inverness for the past 30 years. I have been a frequent customer of the Drakes Bay Oyster Company 
for all those years. The current owner has done a great job improving and maintaining the facility. He has been a good steward of the Estero and I do believe 
the evidence clearly shows there is no harm to either animal life or the overall conditon of the Estero. This company is an important member of the business 
community and provides sorely needed employment. I stongly support the application for the 10 year extention of the use permit.  
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Name: Wilson, Marjorie P  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,30,2010 11:43:27 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I strongly approve the issuance of the Special Use Permit for a period of 10 years to Drakes Bay Oyster Company for commercial harvesting and processing 
of shellfish at Pt Reyes National Seashore upon expiration of the existing permit. I have been a part time resident of Inverness for the past 60 plus years, and 
a property owner there for the past 18 years. DBOC has been an excellent steward of the estero and has been protective of the natural and cultural resources 
of the environment.  
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Type: 
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Correspondence: I urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important 
wildlife area.  

Thank you, Caroline Cotugno  
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Name: Patterson, Carol J  
Address:  

USA  
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Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,30,2010 00:00:00 



Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area. Especially now, 
when our environment is experiencing so many stressors, we must preserve all the wild areas we can.  
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Name: Grossman, Kristina  
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USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,30,2010 16:19:16 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am a frequent visitor to Pt. Reyes Seashore, enjoying the natural beauty and wildness of the area. I have purchased oysters from Drakes Bay Oyster 
Company on many occasions. It is my impression that the farming and harvesting of oysters in this area is not only not harmful to the estero, but possibly 
beneficial. Bivalves like oysters filter the waters and help maintain their cleanliness. When one looks at the types of activities private companies at Pt.Reyes 
participate in, oyster farming seems much more benign than raising cattle. The air and groundwater pollution caused by dairy farming is anything but 
"natural". I would be very disappointed to see such an environmentally friendly operation as Drakes Bay Oyster Company banished from the park. And I 
would miss the pleasure of fresh from the ocean oysters when I visit the park. Please extend their special use permit beyond its expiration in 2012. 
Respectfully, Kristina Grossman  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,30,2010 19:55:41 
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Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear National Park Service, As a long-time visitor to Pt. Reyes National Seashore, I hope that Drake's Estero will be granted wilderness status in 2010. 
This is a special place that needs special protection. Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, Julie Beer  
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Name: mace, pat  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Oct,31,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,31,2010 08:06:12 
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Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please do not allow the extension of the the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease when it expires in 2012. It is time to add Drakes Estero to the Philip 
Burton Wilderness as mandated by the 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act.  
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Correspondence: Hi: I've been following this issue quite carefully locally since the Johnsons still owned the oyster farm. I talked with Kenny Lunny about a year after he 
bought the place during a rainy afternoon. Water was pouring through the buildings. I asked what his gameplan was to get things back in shape, and he said, 
"well, the lease runs out in 2012, so it doesn't make sense to spend too much money on this."  

He purchased the property knowing that it had only a few years left on the lease, and as a result, he and his family got an extraordinarily good price.  

Since then, the family has mounted a campaign to overturn a very carefully negotiated agreement that was part of the core of the creation of Point Reyes 



National Seashore.  

From my point of view, the current leasee is making a very straightforward economic play to buy low and sell high. In doing so, he takes advantage of the 
American taxpayer, but most importantly, he threatens the integrity (perhaps environmental, but certainly political) of the Seashore, AND he threatens the 
ability of ALL parties negotiating over land use and contracts in ALL national park lands in the future.  

That is, why would a national environmental group negotiate towards conversion of a lease in the future to wilderness, if the Johnson lease is overturned? 
Why would a ATV proponent agree to a complex land use plan element if s/he knew that, based on this precedent, the agreement could be overturned with 
just enough political push from the environmental community?  

From my point of view, a deal is a deal. There is no shortage of oysters in West Marin--farms thrive maybe 2 miles as the crow flies from Drakes Bay. There 
is a shortage of wilderness in close proximity to San Francisco. The Lunnys are under a public microscope right now and appear to be managing the 
remaining couple of years in their lease reasonably well, but all bets are off if local pressure against "The Man," this time represented by the NPS, enables 
the extension of the lease.  

Today it's well-off local locavores advocating the overturning of a carefully negotiated and seminal deal to protect amazing shoreline; tomorrow it could just 
as well be out of work local loggers in Oregon advocating the opening up of previously sacrosanct land in the Northwest.  

A deal is a deal, and that applies to both the original political construct advocated so ably by David Brower, AND to the purchase of the few years remaining 
on the Johnson lease by the Lunny family.  

I have looked forward for years to enjoying the back side of Inverness Ridge (as I do perhaps one weekend a month) as a wilderness area, without an 
intrusive farm operation and clearly man-made elements in the landscape.  

Don't take that commitment away from me, and from the millions in the Bay Area who would get tremendous value from that landscape, to say nothing of 
the millions who will pass this way in the future. They don't read local papers, but they surely would have a position, and the hedonic value of their 
experiences would far outweigh the bald benefits going to the Lunnys, or the feel-good sensibilities of local lefties.  

Maureen Kennedy  
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Name: Graham, Margaret  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,31,2010 10:45:05 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Since oysters are filter feeders it is important to study the impact on the estero by removing them and specifically the effect it might have on the water 
quality of the estero. And if then the ranches are removed from the watershed to improve the water quality what will be the effect on the now existing non 
native grasslands that would now not be grazed and what effect would this have on the native vegetation? This needs to happen before anything is changed.  
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Name: Burr, Eric L  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Wildernes Watch Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Oct,31,2010 10:58:34 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Wildlife habitat should be the first priority in all national park natural areas.  
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Received: Oct,31,2010 11:52:15 
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Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Dear NPS: Congress clearly expected in 1976 when it designated Drakes Estero as potential wilderness that it would automatically become part of the Phillip 
Burton Wilderness when the commercial oyster lease expired. The Park Service and Secretary of the Interior should use their authority to put that intent into 
effect as soon as possible. The commercial oyster lease should NOT be extended, and the area should be designated as wilderness. Thanks for listening. ~ts  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,31,2010 16:46:33 
Correspondence Web Form 



Type: 
Correspondence: I have been going out to Johnson's oyster farm since my father brought me out there as a small child. Considering I am now sixty four, it has been a long 

time. I have watched the site deteriorate over the years after the original Johnson died and his sons and grandsons took over the operation. Since the new 
owners have taken charge they have done a wonderful job of cleaning up the land and making it once again a pleasure to visit. Concerning the environment; 
Seals are not stupid animals, if they can't pup in one place they will simply move on.  

In my opinion let the oyster farm continue as the other farms have done. They pose no threat.  

Sincerely Fred Schwartz  
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Correspondence: Is it usual to designate an area already developed for commercial use as a wilderness area? What are we preserving in these waters if grazing in the 
surrounding watershed is allowed to continue erosion and pollution? Other operations within the park have been designated as historic and preserved. Are 
there any such plans for oyster farming? If operations are to continue, hopefully it will prohibit invasive species (Manilla clams). And operations would be 
limited to "traditional" methods, (not bags lying on bottom inhibiting other growth).  

I support the operations under very limited conditions. Conditions that would honor both preservation and historic use, but not any increase in production.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
Address:  

USA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Oct,31,2010 17:50:46 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: No harm in the farm. Oysters are natural filters for the estero.  
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Name: Miranda, Sophie E  
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USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Oct,31,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence 
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Web Form 

Correspondence: Please preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area. DO NOT make any 
further efforts to extend the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease beyond its expiration. Thank you so much for you consideration of this request.  
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Name: braunlich, julie c  
Address:  

 
USA  

Outside Organization: individual Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Oct,31,2010 00:00:00 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence: Preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important wildlife area. Thank you.  
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Received: Nov,01,2010 09:31:06 
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Correspondence: Dear Superintendent,  

I am writing this letter in support of renewing the permit that allows Drake's Bay Oyster Company to continue commercial harvesting and processing or 
shellfish at Point Reye's National Seashore. This organic farm does not adversely impact the "natural and cultural resources" of the park. Given that it sits 
between dozens of large dairy/beef operations, if anything it enhances the cultural aspect of family run sustainable farming practices. In fact, the shellfish in 
Drake's Bay are likely to mitigate some of the run off due to cattle feces.  

In addition, since the Drakes' Bay Oyster Company is small and located off a side road it is so less obvious than the surrounding cattle ranches and Coast 



Guard communications stations that it doesw not negatively impact "the character and quality of the wilderness areas of the park".  

In addition, this company embodies a close to ideal situation for providing high quality sustainable source of seafood that does not negatively impact the 
environment.  

Personally, I am a great supporter of keeping natural places wild. However in this instance, given thte presence of faily cattle ranches at Poiont reyes 
National Seashore, it makes no sense to shut down an oyster farm that actually enhances the environemnt and visotr's experience at Poi9nt Reye's national 
Seashore. I am strongly in favor of granting a 10 year extension on their lesase.  

Sincerely, Nancy Anderson  

Scoping Meetings  
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Name: Spilger, A  
Address:  

USA  
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Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,01,2010 09:33:22 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: I am writing in support of Drakes Bay Oyster Company. While I am an avid outdoors person who finds great joy in wilderness, I firmly support the 
continuation of oyster farming in Drakes Bay. It is a common perception that wilderness excludes human activity, and that wilderness is the best option for 
environmental protection. However, there are many cases throughout history, where careful cultivation & management improves quality of the land. Drakes 
Bay Oyster Company is one of these cases.  

The oyster farm plays a vital role in the health of Drakes Bay, acting as filter feeders in a water shed that includes area grazed pasture (certainly not 
wilderness). We don't know what the water quality of the Bay would be without the oysters playing this important role in the eco-system.  

The Lunnys are committed to environmental stewardship, carefully minimizing their on the Bay and to providing a healthy, locally grown protein source for 
its community. Drakes Bay Oyster Company is producing a fantastic protein source, with no inputs, an environmental victory in the shadow of typical meat 
production in the United States.  

The Bay Area's & California's demand for oysters will not subside, and if we're not growing oysters locally they will inevitably be imported - a alternative 
with significant environmental impacts. The not in my back yard mentality simply doesn't hold up when we acknowledge that we're all connected and that 
our choices have consequences and impacts somewhere. Best to chose the option of least impact.  

Furthermore, Drakes Bay Oyster Company provides important year round work for 35 employees, contributing to the vitality of their local community. Not 
to mention the cultural benefit to West Marin, as a much celebrated destination for Bay Area residents and visitors alike.  

It is my sincere hope that NPS will elect to extend Drakes Bay Oyster Company's permit to continue cultivating oysters in Drakes Bay, allowing them to 
continue their stewardship of their natural environment, growing an important protein source for Bay Area residents, and continuing a valued cultural 
tradition of West Marin.  

Sincerely,  

Amelia Spilger  
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USA  
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Correspondence: I am horrified to hear that there is danger that Pt. Reyes National Seashore could lsoe its wilderness designation and that businesses like oyster farms 
should be allowed in Drake Estuary, which has historical as well as natural significance.  

Pt. Reyes is one of our greatest national treasures. Like other national parks and monuments, is it intended to be used by people from all states and 
countries. It is outrageous to even consider making use of it for private profit.  

To experience the beauty of Pt. Reyes and its lighthouse, it's ten-mile beach, its whales and elephant seals, is a very precious part of my life and the lives of 
my family and friends who are fortunate enough to live only a few miles away.  

Please, please protect this great treasure!  
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Name: Boone, Brian  
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USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  
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Correspondence: To whom it may concern:  

I want to write in in support of the Drakes Bay Oyster Farm. As a life long resident of Marin, I would feel it a personal loss for my community. Drakes Bay 
is one of the most popular cultural resources in West Marin. I visited it in my school days, and it was a valuable and irreplaceable experience. We are 
blessed to have such a responsible farming operation right here in northern California, and its loss would be an irreplaceable loss.  

Also, Drakes Bay employs many people out in western Marin. In this economy, I cannot support a loss in any sustainable business that would put more 
people out of work, especially with such a specialized and unique skill set.  

I fully support Drakes Bay and hope to hear the outcome be a positive step not only for Drakes Bay Oyster Farm, but also Marin and educational 
communities everywhere.  
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Name: Johnson, Jennifer M  
Address:  

USA  
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Unaffiliated Individual  
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Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: Please help to make sure that Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease does not get extended beyond its expiration. Please help to preserve Drakes Estero as 
Wilderness in 2012.  
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Name: Huseman, Ann  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,01,2010 13:22:52 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: To Whom It May Concern,  

For four generations, the Lunny Family (Drakes Bay Family Farms) has been farming in West Marin, providing the Bay area with some of the highest 
quality beef, using only humane and sustainable farming practices. Drakes Estero has been in commercial oyster production for nearly 100 years. When the 
Lunny Family took over oyster production in 2005, they continued their sustainable practices. As they note on their website: "all of our growing, post harvest 
and delivery practices are built around sound and sustainable agricultural practices with ecological reseponsibility and a long-standing attitude of 
stewardship for the land and sea that we farm." The farm uses no feeds, fertilizers, hormones, antibiotics, tillage or pesticides, and produces more than 10 
times the protein per acre of a typical land-based livestock farm. The oysters filter Drakes Estero's waters, thereby helping to maintain its unparalleled 
quality and sustain its biodiversity.  

In addition, Drakes Bay Oyster Farm brings economic, cultural and social benefits not only to the Marin community but the San Francisco Bay area and the 
State of California. Drakes Bay Oyster Farm represents 85% of the shellfish growing area in Marin County and the San Francisco Bay Area, and produces 
nearly 40% of the oysters grown in the entire State of California. It is a destination point for roughly 50,000 visitors per year, many of whom have returned 
off and on over the past several decades. Drakes Bay Oyster Farm is the second largest employer within the Pt. Reyes National Seashore, employing 35 full-
time workers, and providing housing for many of their employees and families. In addition, there are many indirectly-related local jobs that are created as a 
result of oysters grown at the Farm, including jobs at restaurants and farmers markets, as well as jobs involved in marketing and distribution of shellfish.  

For all of these reasons, I think that the Lunny family should be allowed to continue operation of Drakes Bay Oyster Farm and request that they be granted a 
permit to do so.  
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Name: barr, cassie  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Chair Sierra Club Wilderness Sub-Committee Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,01,2010 15:06:57 
Correspondence 
Type: 

Web Form 

Correspondence: In regards to Drakes Estero at Point Reyes, I want to express the need to maintain Drakes Estero as Wilderness. It is the only West Coast estuary with 
wilderness status and should become part of Phillip Burton Wilderness when the Drakes Bay Oyster Company's lease expires. We do not want this set a 
presentent for other future wilderness.  



Thank You, Cassie Barr  
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Name: Broullon, Adriana J  
Address:  

USA  
Outside 
Organization: 

Agricultural Institute of Marin Unaffiliated Individual  

Received: Nov,01,2010 16:09:56 
Correspondence 
Type: 
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Correspondence: As a Marin native, citizen, and an avid supporter of both agriculture and the environment I would like to share my support of the Drake's Bay Oyster Co. 
with the Park Service. Drakes Bay is a cultural resources in West Marin. It is the only oyster farm within the National Seashore and is one of the most visited 
cultural resources within the Seashore. I do not believe that the operation of this company within the National Seashore is harming the environment. In fact, I 
believe that the oyster farm enhances the health of bay ecosystems.  

Drakes Bay and its owners continuously give back to the community. The owner, Kevin Lunny serves on the board of the Agricultural Institute of Marin, 
Marin Organic, Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers and West Marin Chamber of Commerce. Drakes Bay plays a vital role in educating the public on the 
importance of buying locally and protecting the environment. They have done this through farm tours, educating the public about local and organic food 
production, sustainability, the environment and the history of agriculture and mariculture in the Seashore.  

Please allow this farm to continue to operate. It would be a huge loss to our community.  
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Received: Nov,01,2010 17:32:07 
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Correspondence: To Whom it May Concern,  

This is a comment in support of Drake's Bay Oyster Company being granted a Special Use Permit for the Drake's Estero.  

I have many reasons for supporting Drake's Bay Oyster Company, but will keep them as succinct as possible.  

1. Sustainable Oyster farming is environmentally helpful, especially when done on a scale such as DBOC. Oysters are natural water filterers, better at 
removing pollutants than many man made, unnatural methods. The demand for and high response of voluntary oyster farmers around the Long Island Sound 
in New York are proof. Drastic leaps in decontaminating the Long Island Sound have been made, and much of this can be attributed to the 50 gallon a day 
filtering oyster. The Drake's Bay Oyster company is providing a service in keeping Drake's Estero as pristine as it is.  

2. The demand for oysters in California has grown immensely in the last quarter of a century. DBOC is one of the largest producers and canners of oysters in 
California. If their operation were to be stopped, then the supply of oysters would have to come from other states, or even worse, abroad. An oyster traveling 
4,000 miles in a can from Asia has a far greater environmental impact than an oyster grown in California, traveling 40-50 miles to its final destination.  

3. Many of the local complaints against DBOC are from individuals recalling the past ten to twenty years of Drake's Estero oyster farming. The current, 
sustainable farming methods at DBOC have only come into place in the last six years with the new owners. The current operation is not responsible and 
cannot be held accountable for environmentally harmful acts committed by the previous owner.  

4. In times of economic turmoil, DBOC is providing jobs and income to the community. The owners provide fair wages to their employees, and often 
provide housing as well. DBOC also draws many city residents, tourists, and even schools into the community, bringing income to many of the local 
merchants and services.  

5. Although perhaps not the most professional or environmentally oriented reason for the support of DBOC, it is indeed a wonderful oyster. When I eat one 
or shuck some for some friends, I feel truly proud to say this is a sustainable, locally grown Californian oyster. In northern California, where seafood is 
becoming more and more endangered and expensive, the Drake's Bay Oyster Company provides a safe, local, reasonably priced delicacy to hundreds of 
thousands Californians. The contemporary food craze is no longer Atkins diets or no trans fats; it's being a "locavore." Finally we have a trend with some 
sound logic and sense of community. Drake's is not operating a massive feed lot like fast food chains do. They are what the future of food should be. Local, 
sustainable, and healthy for the consumers.  

In conclusion, I ask that you grant Drake's Bay Oyster Company a 10 year Special Permit of Use. It is a wonderful family farm that wants to provide the 
best, most environmentally friendly, sustainable product it can to Californians.  
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Received: Nov,01,2010 23:36:38 
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Correspondence: As a member of the MCL I am aware of some of the documents related to the impact of Drakes Bay Oyster Company on the environment of Drakes Bay. I 
am not convinced that there is any significant environmental impact and believe that the benefits provided by the Oyster Company outweigh any potential 
negative impacts. I have been driving to Point Reyes for many years for hiking and walking the beaches and always enjoyed going by Johnson's in the 
beginning and now Drakes Bay Oyster Company. Often I will take out of town guest by the oyster farm and everyone enjoys the informal tour and learning 
about the history of oyster harvesting in California. I believe Mr. Lunny has significantly improved the environment and that it currently does not negatively 
impact the environment. Mr. Johnson had a somewhat funky operation and I always worried about the septic system on site but understand that this issue has 
been resolved. The traffic does not seem to have any greater impact on the environment than the traffic to the lighthouse or other historic sites. My vote is to 
allow the lease to be extended as long as the environmental impact is negligible. It may be necessary to limit visitors at some point in the future but currently 
this does not seem to be an issue.  
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Name: N/A, N/A  
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ITA  
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual  
Received: Nov,02,2010 03:59:07 
Correspondence Type: Web Form 
Correspondence:  
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Correspondence:  
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Unaffiliated Individual  
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Correspondence: The 1976 Point Reyes Wilderness Act mandates the addition of Drakes Estero to the Philip Burton Wilderness in 2012, when a commercial oyster farm 
lease expires. Unfortunately, a rider attached to an Interior Appropriations bill granted the Secretary of the Interior the authority to extend the Drakes Bay 
Oyster Company's lease beyond its expiration.  

I urge the National Park Service to preserve Drakes Estero as Wilderness in 2012, rather than continue to allow commercial activity in this important 
wildlife area.  

 
 




