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Roe: Consent Item tilS for the ~1;ler 9, M09 Fish and Game Complission Meeting regarding 
expan8i,on of Manila Clams to DrakesESterQ Aquaculture Lease M438-01 . 

Dear Gonimissioners: 

Qrake~JLy' Oyster Company (DBOC) has ,proposed to eXp~d the marlcul,tute use in Drakes Estero ~e 
No. M-43,8..()1 (tb,e "Lease"), asTeported op the Consent Calendar Agenda Item No. 15 for De¢emberIO. 
2009 for the meeting oftbeFish ~dOaIneoCommission. We do want t9 ac}mowledge that OBOC does 
have the right under our pennit to "seek to conform andlor-modify these leases with COFG." 

Point Reyes NatioIial Seashore. a unit of the National Park Service (NPS) has several conceJ;DS regaJ"ding 
Manila clam cultivation that is within the park's boundary. The NPS has not had the opportunity to fully 
discuss with DBOC or the California Department ofFish and Game (CDFG) the proposed expansion of 
mariculture by OBOe. 

Our specific concems follow: 

• Changes in the current COFG lease are subject to environmental revjew and -analysis under the, 
NatioIi1l1 Enviromnental Policy Act (NEPA),aJongwith the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA). We believe the expansion of the area from one acre to the entire lease of over 
1,000 acres where manila·clams can be cultivated is an important change to the current Jease and 
requires environmental review. We also believe 1hat CODSultati()Jl regarding this expansion is 
requi~ with NOAA Fisheries, California Coastal Commission, Army Corps of Engineers, and 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service. We are concerned about the potential ecological risks thatthis 
species may bring to Drakes, Estero and native species there. No risk analysis fOT this species to 
~ introduced has been conducted. 

• Potential expansion of Manil~ cl~ as an invasive species is a major concern. While Manila 
clams have been 'introduced and have spread in (lther estuaries of California, there is currently no 
evidence to OUT knowledge that they escaped or invaded Drakes or Limantour Esteros. The 
National Academy of ~iences noted in their report Shellfish Mariculture in Drakes Estero (NAS 
2009) that "The oysters and clams cultured in Drakes Estero are nonnative species that have some 
risk of establishing self-sustaining populations (p S)" and further noted that "continued culture of 




