CORRESPONDENCE ID: 31542

November 18, 2011

Draft EIS DBOC SUP

¢/o Superintendent

Point Reyes National Seashore
1 Bear Valley Road

Point Reyes Station, CA 94956

Allow Drakes Bay Oyster Company to remain at Drakes Estero.

Please issue a Special Use Permit to allow Drakes Bay Oyster Company (DBOC) to continue operations at
Drakes Estero. The oyster culture operation is an integral part of the economic, social, and natural
environment of Point Reyes National Seashore (PORE). DBOC is a fine example of a non-polluting,
sustainable, chemical-free, family owned and operated agricultural operation. DBOC provides a unique
contribution to what makes Point Reyes be Point Reyes, and the area would be poorer in all respects if
the oyster company is removed.

Many people drive to Point Reyes with the specific desire to visit DBOC, as they have for several
generations. On the other hand, people who don’t specifically look for DBOC don’t generally see
evidence of its existence. | visited Point Reyes half a dozen times before | wandered down the dead-end
lane and discovered the (then Johnson) oyster company. | have been back many times.

Those people who complain that DBOC impinges on their "visitor experience” at Point Reyes are, for the
mast part, disingenuous. Unless they seek out the farm, they really don’t see any evidence the oyster
operation is there. They have a strong emotional, ideological reaction to the abstract knowledge of the
oyster company's existence on NPS property.

Similarly, Paint Reyes National Seashore personnel demonstrate an ideological hostllity to DBOC. Their
professed objections to DBOC fall into two classifications: legal and "scientific.” Both classes of
argument fail.

Legal:

= Former California Assemblyman Bill Bagley, who wrote AB 1024 giving ownership of Drakes
Estero to the federal government, is crystal clear that the bill preserved the right to cultivate
pysters in Drakes Estero.

« Former US Congressman Pete McClosky, who was instrumental in providing the funding for the
federal government to acquire the land, agrees with Assemblyman Bagley.

= Former US Congressman John Burton, lead author of the Point Reyes Wilderness Act, states that
the authors of the Act intended that the oyster farm could continue.

& Former US Senator John Tunney, who worked with Cangressman Burtan, testified that
"existing...aquacultural uses can continue.”



PORE personnel simply rewrite history when they claim that Congress mandated closure of DBOC. In
fact, the record is clear that the legislative intention was for the oyster company to continue.

Scientific:

The “scientific” arguments against DBOC will stand as a permanent embarrassment to Point Reyes
National Seashore scientific and administrative personnel. PORE personnel simply lied to the Marin
County Board of Supervisors about DBOC effects on harbor seals. PORE's “Sheltered Wilderness”
document lied more broadly about DBOC effects on seals, eelgrass, sedimentation, etc. And they lied
about the claimed “evidence” for the claimed effects. Although PORE personnel now claim they have
been “exonerated” by subsequent investigations, in fact those investigations have been quite damning.

A committee from the National Academy of Sciences reported in May, 2009 that PORE staff

" ..selectively presented, overinterpreted, or misrepresented the available scientific informatian on
DBOC operations by exaggerating the negative and overlooking potentially beneficial effects.” This may
sound mild to many readers, but “selectively presented, overinterpreted, or misrepresented,”
"exaggerating,” and “overlooking” are very strong, damning language coming from scientists. Scientists
don't usually say such things about other scientists—especially when they aren’t charged with
investigating scientific misconduct. And the NAS committee didn’t even know about the cache of time-
and-date-stamped digital photographs that demonstrated clearly that DBOC was not disturbing the
harbor seals (contrary to PORE assertions).

The Department of Interior Office of the Solicitor (DOl 00S) declared that PORE personnel couldn’t be
successfully prosecuted criminally or disciplined for scientific misconduct. That was trumpeted as
“exaneration” by PORE staff. But the Office of the Solicitor’s investigatar only said that intent to conceal
and mislead could not be established. The details of his report are damning of the behavior of PORE
personnel. Consider some of the language from the report:

(From DOI OoS report, March, 2011, pages 34-35)

= “Facts and logic also contradict assertions made by NPS senior executives and scientists...

« “.most of the NPS employees targeted by the informant [Goodman| seemingly erred and
appear to have acted improperly...”

e "This misconduct arose from incomplete and biased evaluation and from blurring the line
between exploration and advocacy through research.”

* “Further, SE2, 51, 52, S3, and 54 violated NPS Code of Scientific and Scholarly Conduct language,
from the Interim Guidance...”

» “ .decision made by S3, 52, and 51 ... was arguably inappropriate and violative of the NPS
Interim Code provision requiring ‘full(] disclos[ure].””

s “The NPS scientists...rebutted informant’s assertions...in an uncontested, and seemingly
improper, effort to shield their own scientific findings...”

(From DOI OoS report, page 32)

* “..responses from NPS employees reveal a collective but troubling mindset...”

« "..someone in their chain-of-command should have recognized the errors, sounded the alarm,
and demanded disclosure of all research...”

”n



If these things had been said about me, | certainly would not feel “exonerated.”

The saga of the time-and-date-stamped digital photographs of Drakes Estero is, by itself, enough to
destroy PORE's credibility on matters “scientific.” A PORE scientist installed an automatic digital camera
at Drakes Estero with the specific intent to document DBOC disturbance of harbor seals. The cameras
worked. Butthey clearly showed that DBOC operations did not disturb the seals. The only disturbances
the cameras documented were by kayakers (whose presence PORE intends to continue, or increase),
PORE simply sat on the uncomfortable evidence and didn’t reveal even the existence of the photos for
more than two years. When pressed later, PORE claimed the photos were not “research,” not “data,”
not “research record.” The photos were “not up to NPS standards for science.”
Except that:
(From DOI OoS report, March, 2011, page 18)
e The photos were used by PORE in an (unsuccessful) attempt to discredit Dr. Corey Goodman and
to show that DBOC boats operated on Sundays.
e The photos were used by PORE to document that a DBOC boat disturbed seals. Unfortunately
for PORE, closer examination of the photo showed that the disturbing object was nota DBOC
boat.

So PORE considered the photos “reliable scientific evidence” when PORE personnel incorrectly thought a
few of the photos confirmed their false opinions. But PORE claims that the mass of 280,000 photos
clearly showing no DBOC seal disturbance is not scientific evidence.

The discredited legalistic and scientific-sounding arguments used by PORE to justify evicting DBOC from
Drakes Estero should be abandoned. Acknowledge the positive contribution that DBOC makes to Point
Reyes National Seashore and to visitors’ experiences there. Extend DBOC's Special Use Permit for ten
years.

Keith McAllister

Note: This letter duplicates a comment submitted by web form. Your web form strips all formatting.



- A e -

CORRESPONi)ENCE ID: 31668

A A AL e NSRS AESL A

Your comments were successfully submitted at
November 19, 2011 09:54 AM Mountain Time

Park: Point Reyes National Seashore
; Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit Environmental Impact
Project: Statement
D = Draft Environmental Impact Statement Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special
QR Use Permit
Park:
Project:
Document:
Name:
Address:
City: Corte Madera
State: CA
Postal Code: 94925
Email Address:
Organization:
Keep My Info
Private: Ne
I support a RENEWABLE Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster
Comments: Company
Comment ID: 683570-43390/31668

Comment Form

Park: Point Reyes National Seashore

Project: ~ Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit Environmental Impact
Statement

Document: Draft Environmental Impact Statement Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special
Use Permit

* indicates required fields

City:* Corie MR’DQA?—H— State/Province:* CA
Postal Code:* 7"(? 755

First Name: Middle Initial;

Last Name:
Address:
Country:

Email:

___ (Check here if you want your contact information kept private.)
Comments or Requests:

*FI support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Compan;l*

LAY




NPS - Public Comments Page 1 of'1

CORRESPONDENCE ID: 31669

Your comments were successfully submitted at
November 19, 2011 09:55 AM Mountain Time

Park: Point Reyes National Seashore ,

. Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit Environmental Impact
Project: Statmant

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special

Document: Use Permit
Park:
Project:
Document:
Name:
Address:
City: Corte Madera
State: CA
Postal Code: 94925
Email Address:
Organization:
Keep My Info No
Private:

[ support a RENEWABLE Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster
Comments: Company

Comment ID: 683571-43390/31669
cut nere

Comment Form

Park: Point Reyes National Seashore

Project:  Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit Environmental Impact
Statement

Document: Draft Environmental Impact Statement Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special

Use Permit
* indigates req
City:* State/Province:* |

Postal Code:*
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
Country:

g Mbw\o Q

L0z

aj
¢S A

U<y Midde Initial: ——

SNS
9] 2 Wd

(Check here if you want your contact information kept private.)

=

Comments or Requests: L
I support a renewable Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster Company. i %




NPS - Public Commehts\ Page 1 of |

CORRESPONDENCE ID: 31673,
5

Your comments were successfully submitted at
November 19, 2011 09:58 AM Mountain Time

Park:

Project:

Document:

Park:
Project:
Document:
Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Postal Code:

Email Address:

Organization:
Keep My Info
Private:

Comments:

Comment ID:

Point Reyes National Seashore

Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit Environmental Impact
Statement

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special
Use Permit

No

I support a RENEWABLE Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster
Company

683575-43390/31673

N
3

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/printComments.cfm 11/19/2011



NPS - Public Comments Page 1 of' 1

=

CcO SPONDENCE ID: 31676

Your comments were successfully submitted at
November 19, 2011 10:06 AM Mountain Time

Park:
Project:

Document:

Park:
Project:
Documenit:
Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Postal Code:

Email Address:

Organization:
Keep My Info
Private:

Commenis:

Comment 1D:

Point Reyes National Seashore

Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit Environmental Impact
Statement

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special
Use Permit

No

I support a RENEWABLE Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster
Company

683578-43390/31676

http://parkplanning,. nps.gov/printComments.cfm 11/19/2011



NPS - Public Comments Page 1 of 1

T CORRESPOND‘ENC_]% ID: 31677

Your comments were successfully submitted at
November 19, 2011 10:07 AM Mountain Time

Park: Point Reyes National Seashore

Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit Environmental Impact
Statement

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special
Use Permit

Project:

Document:

Park:
Project:
Document:
Name:
Address:
City:
Siate:
Postal Code:
Email Address:
Organization:
Ke.ep My Info No
Private:

I support a RENEWABLE Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster
Comments: Company

Comment 1D: 683579-43390/31677

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/printComments.cfm 11/19/2011



NPS - Public Comments / Page 1 of 1

A,

Your comments were successfully submitted at
November 19, 2011 10:08 AM Mountain Time

CORRESPONDENCE ID: 31678

Park: Point Reyes National Seashore

Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special Use Permit Environmental Impact
Statement

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Drakes Bay Oyster Company Special
Use Permit

Praject:

Document:

Park:
Project:
Document:
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Postal Code:
Email Address:
Organization:
Keep My Info
Private: N9

I support a RENEWABLE Special Use Permit for Drakes Bay Oyster
Comments: Company

Comment ID: 683580-43390/31678

http://parkplanning.nps.gov/printComments.cfm 11/19/2011



