
Otariidae

•External ear flap 

•Articulated hips

•Long front & rear flipper

California Sea Lion
Steller Sea lion

Pier 39, San FranciscoChimney Rock Buoy, Point Reyes N.S.

Photo by 
TMMC 



California Sea Lion (Zalophus californianus)

Behavior
• Gregarious
• Barking
• Swim with front flippers
• Eat mostly schooling fish

Breed
• May-June
• Channel Islands, Año Nuevo 

Size
• Sexual dimorphic
• male @800 lbs
• female@ 250 lb

Males haul out in region 

in fall-spring



California Sea Lions

General Population 
Status and Trends

= Seal Lion Sites

Population: 
• Growing at 5.6 %
• ~ 142,000 -

238,000 in 2005

NMFS Stock Assessment



Behavior 
• Males roar like lion
• Mostly, non- migratory
• Haul out on rocky areas            
such as Bodega Rock, PRH
• Year round but low numbers

Breed
• May- June
• Farallon Islands, Año Nuevo & 
Fort Ross

Size 
• Sexual dimorphism
• male- 1500 lbs
• female- 700 lbs

Steller Sea Lions (Eumetopias jubatus )

Pat Morris



Steller Sea Lions

General Population 
Status and Trends

= Steller sea lion         
Sites

Population: 
• Declining – >50% in 
California
• Threatened
• ~48,000- 56,000 - 2004 
(US Stock)
• 2,400 in California



Phocidae

• No external ear flap 

• No articulated hips

• Short front flipper

Northern Elephant seal (Mirounga angustirostris)
Harbor Seal (Phoca vitulina)

Richard 
All



Pacific Harbor Seals (Phoca vitulina)

Behavior
•Year round resident, individuals 

migrate in winter
• Rest onshore every day
• Mostly eat small schooling fish 

Breeding
• March- June
• @ 20% California mainland 
population breeds in Marin Co.

Size
• Little sexual dimorphism 
• Adults 200- 300 lbs

Sue VanDerWal



General Population 
Status and Trends

= Colony Sites

Population: 
• Stable
• 30,000 + in CA
•@5,000 at Point Reyes

Harbor Seals


