The Railroad Reaches Albuquerque
Reading #3

Santa Fe officials decided to make Bernalillo a railroad division point, but when a landowner held out for $450 an acre, it was decided to establish the division point at Albuquerque.

Albuquerque, like Las Vegas, was split into two communities by the railroad, a new Albuquerque and an old Albuquerque, the latter now known as Old Town. The depot was erected in some sand hills two miles east of town, and within a short time the sand hills had become Downtown Albuquerque.

Albuquerque celebrated the coming of the railroad on April 22, 1880, when an excursion train from Lamy, carrying about 300 Santa Fe residents, pulled up to the depot and was greeted by long and continuous cheers.

There were parades between Old Town and New Town, music by the Ninth Calvary band, speeches that continued into the night and a finale of skyrockets. The Santa Fe excursions joined the celebration; then, boarded the train for the return trip.

Source: Editor. Sheck, Ree. (1982) Railroads and Railroad Towns in New Mexico. New Mexico Magazine, page 4.

