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JUNE

Corlings Corner
Date:

June 13, 2014
Time:

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Location:
Corner of Bank and Sycamore Streets
Visit the area in Petersburg to learn about how human beings were bought, sold and rented as domestics and laborers.

150th Anniversary: Opening Assaults Weekend

Date:

June 14 -15, 2014
Time:

All Day
Location:
Eastern Front Unit

Living history programs, ranger guided walks, artillery demonstrations and a bus tour all covering the stories of the opening actions of the Siege of Petersburg. For more information please call (804) 732-3531 x202.

Battle of Old Men and Young Boys Caravan Tour
Date:

June 17, 2014
Time:

10:00 am & 1:30 pm
Location:
Departs from the Eastern Front Visitor Center
Contact:
Randy Watkins (804) 732-3531 x205/ Randolph_Watkins@nps.gov
Caravan tour explores Petersburg defense line sites involved in a battle that included citizens from the city who were either too old or too young to fight in the regular Confederate Army. Learn about some of the key participants in the battle and the tragedy felt by local militia members and their families. Reservations are required.

150th Anniversary - At This Moment: Charge of the 1st Maine Heavy Artillery
Date:

June 18, 2014
Time: 

4:30 pm
Location:
Eastern Front Tour Stop #5 

Explore the story behind one of the deadliest charges of the Civil War.
Juneteenth at City Point
Date:

Saturday, June 21, 2014
Time: 

10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Location:
Grant’s HQ at City Point
The Washington Cultural Foundation, Petersburg National Battlefield and the City of Hopewell present the 149th Anniversary of Juneteenth.  The Juneteenth National Freedom Celebration in America event begins at 10:00 am with a Libation ceremony on the James River Waterfront in the historic City Point section of Hopewell. Activities will continue at the General Grant’s Headquarters Unit of Petersburg National Battlefield will include music, lectures, artillery demonstrations, children’s activities, and exhibitions. 
Jack Tars and Virginia Boatmen on the James and Appomattox Rivers

Date:

June 28, 2014 

Time: 

10:00 am – 4:30 pm
Location:
Grant’s HQ at City Point

City Point was a minor James River port during most of the Civil War but played a significant part in the lives of the people of the area.  Maritime and naval operations on the James River took place all during the war and not just during the siege.  Come and learn about the very similar lives of Confederate and Union sailors as they carried out their boring but often dangers duties.  Through this living history program learn about their weaponry, navigation, knot making, and other skills they practiced. 
Artillery Demonstrations

Date:

Sunday, June 29, 2014
Time: 

1:00pm – 4:30pm
Location:
Eastern Front Unit, Behind Visitor Center
Learn about what it takes to fire Civil War artillery and how it was used here at the siege. There will a scheduled firing at 1:30 and 4:30 the rest of the firings will be conducted as audiences gather.

JULY
City Point’s “Tom Sawyer” 

Date:

Saturday, July 12, 2014
Time: 

10:30 am, 1:00 pm &   3:00 pm
Location:
Grant’s HQ  at City Point
Civilian life in City Point during the war wasn’t all military during the war.  With the exception of eleven naval bombardments and some minor military action, life went on as usual until the siege began.  The youth of the city could be rather rambunctious.  Come and follow the adventures of one such youth as he pulled his tricks on the city’s inhabitants and sometimes suffered the consequences.  Living history/walking tour. No registration required, free, starts at east porch.

Colonel George Gowen – The Man on the Monument
Date:

Sunday July 13, 2014

Time :

11:00 am & 2:00 pm

Location 
Eastern Front Unit of battlefield
Contact:
Grant Gates (804) 732-3531 x202 Grant_Gates@nps.gov
Battlefield volunteer Ms. Annette Jackson will look into the story of the man on this century-

old monument representing his sacrifice at Petersburg on the morning of April 2, 1865. Visitors 

will learn about his childhood in Pennsylvania, his service through the war and the siege of 

Petersburg, and his rise from first lieutenant to Brevet Brig. General.

Civil War 150th Speaker Series:  Women in the Civil War

Date:

Saturday, July 19, 2014
Time:

11:00 am & 2:00 pm
Location:
11:00 am at Eastern Front Unit of Petersburg National Battlefield

2:00 pm at Prince George Regional Heritage Center

Contact:
Grant Gates (804) 732-3531 x202  Grant_Gates@nps.gov
Fur and Feathers in the Fight: Civil War Mascots
Date:

Sunday, July 20, 2014
Time:

11:00 am & 2:00 pm

Location:
Eastern Front Visitor Center
Contact:
Elizabeth Dinger (804) 732-3531 x208  Elizabeth_Dinger@nps.gov
 

During the Civil War regiments from both the Union and Confederate armies kept various animals as mascots.  The animals provided entertainment for the soldiers but more importantly they provided companionship; some mascots even suffered alongside the men in battles and in prison camps.  Join us for this look at some of the beloved animals who stood alongside their soldiers during four years of war.

The British Have Landed! The Revolutionary War at City Point
Date:

Saturday – Sunday July 26-27, 2014

Time:

Saturday all day & Sunday 9am – Noon.

Location:
Grant’s HQ at City Point

Contact:
Grant Gates (804) 732-3531 x202  Grant_Gates@nps.gov
In April 1781 traitor and British commander General Benedict Arnold landed his troops at City Point on his way to attack Petersburg. Soldiers will perform drill, demonstrate artillery and musket firing, and talk about other aspects of campaign life in 18th century Virginia.
150th Anniversary: Battle of the Crater

Date:

July 30, 2014
Time:

5:30 – 6:15 am
Location:
Eastern Front Unit, Tour Stop 8

A commemorative program will take place at the time of the explosion.  (804) 732-3531 x202.
150th Anniversary: Battle of the Crater

Date:

July 30, 2014
Time:

Keynote Address: 10:00 – 11:00 am, Tours: 7:00 – 9:00 am & 1:00 – 3:00 pm & Artillery firing 



demonstrations during day
Location:
Eastern Front Unit, Tour Stop 8
A  keynote address will be given by Colonel  Books of Ft. Lee at 10 am, the United States Postal Service will reveal the Civil War Series stamp for Petersburg, ranger tours will be provided in the morning and afternoon and artillery firings given throughout the day. For more information please call (804) 732-3531 x202.
Remember the Glorious Dead: The Battle of the Crater
Date:

Tuesday, July 30, 2014

Time: 

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Location:
Blandford Church Reception Center
A special event commemorating southern soldiers killed at the Battle of the Crater, this walking tour will allow participants to learn the story of this encounter, view memorial plaques and stones in Blandford Church and Cemetery and visit the final resting places of Confederate soldiers buried in the Memorial Hill section of the189 acre cemetery. Doors to the event open at 6:30 PM. Admission is free. This partnership event is sponsored by the City of Petersburg Museums and the Petersburg National Battlefield
AUGUST
150th Anniversary: Battle of the Crater - Panel Presentations
Date:

August 1, 2014
Time:

10:00 – 12:00 pm at Gillfield Baptist Church, 209 Perry Street, Petersburg

1:00 – 3:00 pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 10 Union Street, Petersburg   
In the morning and afternoon two panel discussions, with three speakers in the morning and two speakers  in the afternoon  each with  a Q&A session, will be held in downtown Petersburg. One will address the battle and the other impacts of the siege on those living in the city. For more information please call (804) 732-3531 x202.

150th Anniversary: Battle of the Crater – Speaker
Date:

August 1, 2014
Time:

7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Location:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 10 Union Street
Author Kevin Levin will speak on the Battle of the Crater and Civil War Memory.

150th Anniversary: Battle of the Crater - Living History Program

Date:

August 2, 2014
Time:

10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Location:
Eastern Front Unit, Tour Stops 1, 3, 7 & 8

Living history programs will focus on the battle, the soldiers and their weapons, and field medicine throughout the day. Watch Union & Confederate artillery in action and "meet" Generals Grant & Lee to hear their thoughts on this battle. The Virginia Civil War History mobile will be on hand and family activities will be available. For more information please call (804) 732-3531 x202. Parking will be in the City of Petersburg where free shuttle service will transport visitors to and from the Battlefield.
150th Anniversary: Battle of the Crater - Living History Program: Meet Mrs. Julia Grant
Date:

August 2, 2014
Time:

10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Location:
Grant’s HQ at City Point

Artillery Demonstrations

Date:

Sunday, August 3, 2014
Time: 

1:00pm – 4:30pm
Location:
Eastern Front Unit, Tour Stop 8
Learn about what it takes to fire Civil War artillery and how it was used here at the siege. There will a scheduled firing at 1:30 and 4:30 the rest of the firings will be conducted as audiences gather.

The First World War – 100 Years On
Date:

August 4, 11, 18, 25, and September 1, 2014
Time:

7:00 pm
Location:
Eastern Front Visitor Center Auditorium

The trench warfare during the Siege of Petersburg was considered a precursor to World War I, and to commemorate that war’s 100th anniversary Petersburg National Battlefield will be showing the 10 part series, “The First World War.”  The series, which first aired in 2003, is based on the work of noted British historian Sir Hugh Strachan, and examines every aspect of the war using first-hand accounts, photos and film to cover the diplomatic, political, military and social aspects of one of the most pivotal events in 20th-century history. For more information please call Ranger Elizabeth Dinger (804) 732-3531 x208.

150th Anniversary: Grant's Headquarter's City Point, VA

Date:

August 9-10, 2014
Time:

All Day
Location:
General Grant’s Headquarters Unit
Ranger programs and living history events will bring to life and explore the role of this village as it was transformed into one of the world's busiest ports and one of the largest field supply bases of the Civil War. For more information please call Ranger Emmanuel Dabney (804) 732-3531 x222.
Military Justice at City Point
Date:

August 9, 2014
Time:

10:00 am,  & 2:00 pm
Location:
General Grant’s Headquarters Unit

Join a ranger on a walking tour to what was the “Bull Pen” - the prison for Union soldiers convicted of crimes and to the waterfront  while exploring how martial law and security was enforced at City Point. For more information call Ranger Randolph Watkins 804-732-3531 x205

Civil War 150th Speaker Series:  United States Colored Troops at Petersburg
Date:

Saturday, August 16, 2014
Time:

11:00 am & 2:00 pm
Location:
11:00 am Historic Courthouse in Dinwiddie



2:00 pm  Eastern Front Visitor Center Auditorium
Contact:
Grant Gates (804) 732-3531 x202  Grant_Gates@nps.gov
Bob O'Connor is a published author, researcher and historian. He will be talking about his findings on the USCT
participants at the events at Petersburg and the Crater and his book "The USCT Casualties of The Crater/Petersburg" 

150th Anniversary: Battles of Weldon Railroad & Reams Station

Date:

August 23-24, 2014
Time:

All Day
Location:
Western Front Unit, Tour Stop 1 (Fort Wadsworth)

Contact:
Tracy Chernault (804) 7532-3531 x 200 / Elizabeth Dinger (804) 732-3531 x208

Rangers and living historians at stops along these two battlefields will provide insight to Gen. Grant's Fourth Offensive of the siege and the impact it had on the struggle over Petersburg's fate.  
The Siege of Petersburg: The Stories the Cemeteries Tell

Date: 

August 24, 2014
Time: 

2:00 pm
Location:
Poplar Grove National Cemetery

Contact:
Elizabeth Dinger (804) 732-3531 x208  

Battlefields tell a story.  So do cemeteries.  Put the two landscapes together and the 292 day siege of Petersburg can be told in a very unique way.   The markers at the local Union and Confederate cemeteries tell the story of America’s longest siege, from the opening battles, through the Crater to Five Forks.   Come and listen to what the markers have to say about the men who fought and died 150 years ago in and around Petersburg.
SEPTEMBER    
Petersburg Wartime Hospitals and Prisons
Date:

September 6, 2014
Time:

10:30 am & 2:30 pm
Location:
Departs from intersection of N. Market and Grove Avenue Streets in Petersburg
Contact:
Emmanuel Dabney (804) 732-3531 x222  Emmanuel_Dabney@nps.gov
This approximately 3 mile driving tour will carry visitors to sites associated with wartime hospitals and prisoners of war.  The tour will last approximately 2 hours and includes approximately a total of a half-mile of walking. Due to parking constraints the tour is limited to 8 vehicles on the morning tour and 8 vehicles on the afternoon tour and visitors will need to make reservations.
CW150th Speaker’s Series : Blandford Church – The Burial and Memorialization of Confederate Soldiers

Date: 

Saturday, September 13, 2014
Time: 

11:00 am & 2:00 pm

Location:
11:00 am Appomattox Regional Library 209 E. Cawson Street, Hopewell



2:00 pm  Eastern Front Visitor Center Auditorium

Contact:
Grant Gates (804) 732-3531 x202  Grant_Gates@nps.gov
Site manager of Historic Blandford Church and Cemetery Martha Atkinson will speak on the history of the cemetery as the final resting place for nearly 30,000 Confederate soldiers.
The Forgotten Fourteen

Date: 

Saturday, September 20, 2014
Time: 

10:00 am & 2:00 pm
Location:
Eastern Front Visitor Center

Contact:
Robert Webster (804) 732-3531 x223

African-American infantry men fighting for the United States in the Civil War earned sixteen Medals of Honor. Fourteen of these medals were earned during the siege at the Battle of New Market Heights. Discover what these men achieved, their lives after the war and how they are remembered today.
150th Anniversary: Battle of Peebles’ Farm 
Date:

September 27-28, 2014
Time:

Saturday 10am-4pm & Sunday 10am-4pm
Location:
Western Front Unit including Fort Fisher and Poplar Grove National Cemetery 
Contact:
Tracy Chernault (804) 7532-3531 x 200 / Elizabeth Dinger (804) 732-3531 x208

Rangers and living historians at stops along this battlefield will present tours and demonstrations on the Grant's Fifth offensive of the siege. Gen. Lee thwarts this effort at great cost to his hold on Petersburg and Richmond. 
Slavery to Freedom Tour

Date: 

Saturday, September 20, 2014
Time: 

10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Location:
Eastern Front Visitor Center

Contact:
Robert Webster (804) 732-3531 x223

Join a ranger to explore the experiences of African-Americans from pre- to post- Civil War Petersburg. Call Ranger Robert Webster for more information and to make a reservation.
OCTOBER

Hard Liquor and Women

Date:

Saturday, October 4, 2014
Time: 

10:30 am, 1:315 pm, & 2:30 pm
Location:
Farmer’s Market (9 Old Street, Petersburg) parking lot

Contact:
Randy Watkins (804) 732-3531 x205
A one hour walking tour and living history event will commence from the Farmer’s Market parking lot in Old Towne Petersburg. “Hard Liquor and Women” will follow an 1864 newspaper reporter as he walks the streets of Old Towne Petersburg making observations and conducting interviews to see how Confederate soldiers pass their scarce leisure time away from the boredom, noise and danger of the City’s defense lines.  Accompany the reporter as the side of the Siege of Petersburg rarely written about.

Civil War Propaganda
Date:

October 11, 2014
Time:

2:00 pm
Location:
Eastern Front Visitor Center Auditorium
Contact:
Ann Blumenschine (804) 732-3531 x203

Propaganda, whether through illustrations or words, was a way certain groups attempted to manipulate the public’s opinion of the Civil War. See a variety of examples of Civil War propaganda and learn about the people who practiced this form of psychological warfare.

Meet General Robert E. Lee 

Date: 

Saturday, October 25, 2014
Time: 

11:00 am & 2:00 pm

Location:
11:00 am Violet Bank 303 Virginia Avenue, Colonial Heights



2:00 pm  Eastern Front Visitor Center Auditorium

Contact:
Grant Gates (804) 732-3531 x202  Grant_Gates@nps.gov
Dick Palmer will portray General Robert E. Lee and talk about his experiences at the siege of Petersburg.
NOVEMBER

United States Colored Troops in Winter Camp
Date:

Saturday, November 1, 2014
Time:

10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Location:
Eastern Front Unit, Tour Stop 3
Contact:
Robert Webster (804) 732-3531 x223

Learn about the lives of United States Colored Troops and how they spent their time in camp during the winter months.

Poplar Grove National Cemetery 9th Annual Luminary

Date:

Saturday, November 8, 2014
Time: 

5:30pm – 8:00pm
Location:
Meet at designated parking lot for Free shuttle to Cemetery 

Contact:
Elizabeth Dinger (804) 732-3531 x208

Petersburg National Battlefield will honor veterans past and present by literally shedding light on the gravesites of those who made the ultimate sacrifice in order to defend their country. The Luminary will take place at Poplar Grove National Cemetery which is off of Vaughan Road in Dinwiddie County. The event begins at 5:30 p.m. and ends at 8:00 p.m.  Parking for the event will be off site and free shuttle buses will transport visitors to and from the cemetery. There will be no parking allowed at Poplar Grove National Cemetery. The evening program at Poplar Grove National Cemetery includes each of the 6000 graves being marked with a luminary candle, music, and selected stories of those who laid down their lives for their beliefs. Visitors are encouraged to wear comfortable shoes as the cemetery ground is uneven. Flashlights are also recommended to avoid stepping on tree roots. Please call (804) 732-3531 x208 for more information.

Civil War’s Impact on Petersburg Caravan Tour
Date:

Saturday, November 15, 2014
Time:

10:30 am & 2:30 pm
Location:
Departs from Southside Railroad Station
Contact:
Randolph Watkins (804) 732-3531 x205 / Randolph_Watkins@nps.gov

Learn about the civilian, economic, and medical impacts the siege had on the City of Petersburg. Reservations are required. Please call Park Ranger Randy Watkins at (804) 732-3531 x205 for more information and to make reservations.

Civil War 150th Speaker Series:  Grant and Meade 
Date:

Saturday, November 15, 2014
Time:

11:00 am & 2:00 pm
Location:
11:00 am Appomattox Regional Library, Hopewell 



2:00 pm  Eastern Front Visitor Center Auditorium

Contact:
Grant Gates (804) 732-3531 x202  Grant_Gates@nps.gov
Historian Dr. Christopher Stowe will be talking about the relationship between General Meade and General Grant .
Thanksgiving in the Trenches
Date:

Saturday, November 22, 2014
Time: 

5:30pm, 6:45pm, & 8:00pm
Location:
Eastern Front Tour Stop #3
Contact:
Randolph Watkins (804) 732-3531 x205 / Randolph_Watkins@nps.gov
Visit Petersburg National Battlefield to witness how soldiers, Union and Confederate, observed the Thanksgiving season. Guided lantern tours will take place at tour stop #3 of the Eastern Front Unit. Each tour will consist of five stops where different scenes will play out depicting moments of peace to moments of violence. The event is free of charge.

Reservations are required to participate in this tour. To make a reservation, please call (804) 732-3531 ext. 205. Reservations can also be requested by e-mailing the event coordinator at Randolph_Watkins@nps.gov. Please make sure to leave your name, telephone number, and/or e-mail address as confirmation will be made by phone or e-mail. Register early as there is a limit of 30 people per tour. 
Artillery Demonstrations

Date:

Sunday, November 23, 2014
Time: 

1:00pm – 4:00 pm
Location:
Eastern Front Unit, Tour Stop 3
Learn about what it takes to fire Civil War artillery and how it was used here at the siege. There will a scheduled firing at 1:30 and 4:30 the rest of the firings will be conducted as audiences gather.
DECEMBER

Siege of Petersburg:  Diversity of Perspectives
Date:

Saturday, December 6, 2014
Time:

2:00 pm
Location:
Eastern Front Unit Visitor Center

During the Civil War, the City of Petersburg had a diverse population. Wealthy, working class, free Blacks, enslaved Blacks. Not everyone shared the same opinion of the Civil War and the Siege of Petersburg. Using first-hand accounts, this program will shed light on how the citizens of Petersburg felt about this huge event which cause so much turmoil within their city.


Artillery Demonstrations

Date:

Sunday, December 28, 2014
Time: 

1:00pm – 4:00 pm
Location:
Eastern Front Unit Visitor Center
Learn about what it takes to fire Civil War artillery and how it was used here at the siege. There will a scheduled firing at 1:30 and 4:30 the rest of the firings will be conducted as audiences gather.

