
Soldier Life 

Using the word bank, fill in the missing words. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The age of the average Civil War soldier was between _________ and ___________ 
years of age.  

 
2. One reason why someone might sign up to fight in the Civil War would be: 

________________________  
 

3. Hardtack and salt pork are examples of ___________________ eaten by Civil War 
soldiers.  

 

4. Civil War soldiers kept in touch with family by writing ___________________.  
 

5. The majority of a soldier’s time was spent ____________________ in camp, not fighting 
on the battlefield.  

 

6. _________________ men died in the Civil War.  
 

7. Most men died of ___________________, not war wounds.  
 

8. Hospitals were set up in any ____________ structure, including houses and barns.  
 

9. ______________ came to help nurse the men back to health.  
 

10. Soldiers faced __________________ of the war for the rest of their lives. 
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Read Sullivan Ballou’s letter to his wife and then listen to the audio reading of a 

portion of the letter at: 

http://bullrunnings.wordpress.com/2008/09/07/sullivan-ballou-letter-video-clip-

honorable-manhood/ 

Now answer the following:  

1. Why did Sullivan Ballou write this letter?  

2. What is happening during the Civil War at the time the letter was written?  

3. Sullivan wrote this letter to his wife.  Who else might read this letter?  

4. Do you think Sullivan knew that other people might read the letter when he 

wrote it?  Why or why not?  

5. How did Sullivan try to comfort his wife and family in this letter?  How do 

you think his family reacted to this letter?  
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