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DID YOU KNOW?

Since there were no
spy satellites in the
1860s, the next best
thing was to send a
hot air balloon to float
over enemy territory.
These, surprisingly,
could not be shot
down easily as artil-
lery could not fire that
high. One balloon
used was made from
ladies’ silk dresses.
That must have sur-
prised the ‘other side.’

The Sentry

PEA RIDGE NATIONAL MILITARY PARK
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ISSUE 1V

"SUPER” THOUGHTS WITH JOHN SCOTT, SUPERINTENDENT

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A
SISTER? (A sister park that is)

The National Park Idea began with
the creation of Yellowstone National
Park in 1872; since that time over
1,200 national parks and equivalent
reserves have been created world-
wide.

Currently 30 United States National
Park sites maintain active relation-
ships with parks in other countries.
Most of these relationships are based

upon the link the natural world holds =

with the two parks. Migratory
species do not recognize interna-
tional boundaries and depend on
habitats in multiple countries. Air
pollution from one country can affect
a park in another, and wilderness
may not stop at the boundary of one
country. Thus, it makes sense that
most of the current Sister Park rela-
tionships are between large natural
park areas.

A relationship between two battle-
field parks is a new concept for the
"Sister Park" program and ours is the
first.

John Scott, Superintendent
Pea Ridge National Military Park

A battlefield park contains a collec-
tion of tangible natural and cultural
resources, as do the natural parks.
However, battlefield parks hold
numerous opportunities for visitors
to explore intangible resources.
They are places where people of
today may come to ponder, debate,

and learn of the people of yesteryear.
Why did they fight, what did they
learn and most importantly, what can
we learn from them so we do not
make the same mistakes. Therefore,
battlefield parks serve as a means for
people to access a philosophical
wilderness.

To that end Pea Ridge National
Military Park, National Park Service,
United States of America and Cullod-
en Battlefield Park, National Trust
for Scotland, Scotland have devel-
oped a Sister Park Program.

The course of British, European

and world history was changed at

Culloden on 16 April 1746. It was
there that the Jacobite army fought
to reclaim the throne of Britain from
the Hanoverians for a Stuart king.
The British army was equally deter-
mined to stop this from happening.

(Continued on page 3)

Cannoneer’s Corner— Interpretation Division

Fiscal year 12 is over and it was a very successful sesquicentennial year for the park. Visitation for FY|2
was over 140,000 thanks to the anniversary weekend. With a decrease in the number of seasonal
employees we unfortunately had to decrease the number of black powder programs this year but we did
have a larger number in attendance. The park is currently displaying General Samuel R Curtis’s waist sash
and his dress uniform epaulettes. They are on display with the uniform coat he wore at Pea Ridge. A
special thanks to the Union Pacific Railroad museum in Council Bluffs, IA for the temporary loan of the
items. Eastern National, our co-operating association, has also purchased for the park the original 1831
West Point diploma of General Curtis. Once the document has been preserved, it will be placed on
display in the museum as well. Upcoming events include our annual Christmas at Elkhorn Tavern
program on Saturday Dec I, 8, |5, and 22. Please call the park or check our website for more details.
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Albert Pike
Commander of
Pike’s Indian Brigade

THE
SENTRY

Members of
the 2012 YCC
Crew

The Boys of the Blue and Gray

The snows once covered the fields where the volleys once flew, upon the Boys of the Blue and Gray.

On the Battlefield sites of Shiloh, Gettysburg, Pea Ridge, Vicksburg, and so many more.

God has covered the sacred grounds with green fields of grasses and blankets of flowers in many a
colored hue.

History recalls the saga of war and the Tales of Bravery and Sacrifice are told in written word and
carved in stone upon monuments of old.

The sounds of Death and Anguish of the wounded are no more for The Boys of the Blue and Gray.
The Moon and Stars shine upon these eternal resting places, and all that remains is peace and calm
where they lay.

Many a Morn a Blanket of Fog embraces these fallen lads while in an eternal rest.

For the Boys of the Blue and Gray.

Debra Bowers
Facility Maintenance
2012

News From The Trenches—Maintenance Division

Here we are well into September, the hot dry weather has left us and the cool crisp mornings are here. The field crews
had it pretty rough this summer dealing with the extreme temperatures. They all took extra precautions to safe guard
themselves and their crew members from heat related iliness. We adjusted schedules to allow field personnel to come
in at six in the morning and shut down earlier in the hot afternoon. We instructed all employees to consume much
more water during the work day, with special hydration breaks mandatory every hour. The YCC crew members were
given training and one on one instruction on how they could prevent heat related illness. All of this extra attention to
the safety and wellbeing of our field crews paid off. During one of the hottest summers on record we suffered NO heat
related illnesses. Our YCC crew completed all of the projects assigned to them and they also pitched in and helped the
maintenance crew on the painting projects. There were times during the season that one or more of the YCC crew
was placed on light duty due to injuries they suffered while off duty. During these times both the Resource Management
Division and the Interpretation Division stepped up and provided light duty work for these employees. The
maintenance division would like to thank both of these divisions for helping the YCC enrollees as well as the park
complete another successful year.

As | stated in the last newsletter we had a team of FMLP (Facility Managers Leadership Program) students come to the
park to assist in developing our AWP (Annual Work Plan). During this process the maintenance team received
assistance from all divisions, but specifically from Penny and Kevin, so our thanks goes out to all who helped make the
whole process a success. Our AWP has been reviewed by our friends in region, our FMSS Circuit Rider, as well as the
whole FMLP training cadre and deemed “Awesome”. We were the ONLY park in the Midwest Region that identified all
of our asset portfolio (buildings, roads, grounds, etc.) and the maintenance required to ensure they are maintained to
industry standards. Although with our current budget we will be
unable to maintain ALL of our assets to these standards. The
information in the plan will help the Management Team make some
very tough decisions concerning what we can and cannot afford to
do with our limited resources. The information can be used to
seek other funding sources and it will help to foster innovative
ideas in sustainability and generate creative solutions to an age old
issue: “How to do more with less”.  The partnerships and
community support we have developed over the years will become
even more important in the coming years as we strive to maintain
our treasured resources. It will be these resources that we will
count on in order to continue to maintain our resource to the level
our visiting public has come to expect. Now more than ever my
motto rings true, “Together we Can”! This is a motto that our
YCC crews learn every year, as you can see in the photo on the
left..

THE SENTRY
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Yolunteer News

| would like to thank all of our VIP’s
for all their hard work they
provided this year. We could not
have done it without you! The park
has many volunteer opportunities
and in FY 2012 we had a banner
year for help. We typically think of
volunteers at the front desk,
Elkhorn Tavern or providing living
history however, Pea Ridge has a lot
of opportunities for people to get
out in the field and work. This year,
thanks to a partnership between
Resources Management and the
local Boys and Girls Club, these

‘Super’ Thoughts cont...

(Continued from page I)

The brutal European war had come to Scotland - dividing families and
setting clan against clan.

The course of Arkansas, United States and world history was changed
at Pea Ridge on 7 & 8 March 1862. It was there that Union and Con-
federate forces battled to determine which government, north or
south, would control the State of Missouri and the Mississippi Valley.
The subsequent Union victory would set the stage for an ultimate
Union victory of the war, some 3 years later. The brutal American
Civil War had come to Arkansas - dividing families and setting brother
against brother.

Although not twins, the two parks share enough to be "sisters." The
Battle of Culloden marked the end of a sporadic civil war for succes-
sion of the throne that had lasted 60 years. The Battle of Pea Ridge
marked an early Union victory that would in part lead to the overall
Union victory some 3 years later.

SINGING SEAMSTRESS

It is always good to take a step back and think about why we take part in living history Civil War events. Living
history 1s fun and gives one a sense of being closer to those who lived before us. However, when it comes to Amer-
ican Civil War living history, one also has to think about the impact of those men and women whom we are repre-
senting. During the four years of the Civil War, fighting and disease took the lives of at least 620,000
and that is not counting the number of civilians who died. During the 1800’s, the death of a family member was
responded to with various ceremonies. Families embraced the mourning of loved ones with
precision, such as the making of mourning jewelry with a lock of deceased hair. “Hair is at once the most delicate
and lasting of our materials, and survives us, like love.” -Godey’s Lady’s Book, May 1855. Mirrors were covered

young boys and girls provided over

325 volunteers and 7,000 hours of

work in the field. When you add all
the Boy Scout and Girl Scout
groups, NWACC students, regular
volunteers and living historians, the
park had 856 VIP’s in fiscal year
2012 and provided a whopping
18,188 hours of work! If you figure
the benefit cost for volunteer work
at $20 per hour, that’s over
$360,000 worth of work and
services. This is work that would be
impossible for our park to afford or
complete. | am sure | speak for the
whole park when | say “thank you”
again for all of your hard work.

Both Civil Wars brought about an end to a way of life for certain

groups of people and resulted in brutal reprisals and suppression
that lasted long after the blood spilled on the battlefields had

washed away.

Today both parks experience many common themes, concerns,
and threats which include the preservation of historically signifi-

cance properties; battlefield restoration; education; interpreta-
tion, and working with local communities. The employees of both

parks share the common ideals of stewardship and preservation

of the resources given to their care.

For additional information on our sister (Culloden Battlefield
Park) please visit the following web site: http://www.nts.org.uk/
culloden/. You can find information about the sister on this side
of the Atlantic (Pea Ridge National Military Park) at: http:/

www.nps.gov/peri/.

soldiers

reverence and

s0 a spirit would not become trapped in the glass and a body would be watched unstop by the family until it was

buried to make sure the person had died. One of the most traumatic parts for people was when a family member

was Kkilled in battle and the family could not have a funeral because the body of their loved one was lost or buried

on the battlefield. So much of Victorian morning customs had to do with the care of a person’s body, so during the

war people were beside themselves do know how to deal with these circumstances. Today we see Victorian

practices as strange and ghostly, but they would think many of our traditions are just as odd.
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On March 6,
1862, after
the Federals
entrenched
themselves
at Little
Sugar Creek,
an officer
asked Union
army
commander
Samuel
Curtis what
would
happen next
and Curtis
replied, “I
will either
fight them

tomorrow, or

they me.”

Park Guide, Sirena Evans
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Civil War 1Q

Test your knowledge of general Civil War history, facts and figures. Answers
can be found on the last page of this newsletter.

“So far from engaging in a

war to perpetuate slavery,

1. Of the four different types 4. For every soldier who died Trivia:

I am rejoiced that slavery ) !
of ammunition used by Civil  in battle, how many soldiers

died of an iliness?

is abolished. | believe it
will be greatly for the
interest of the South. So
fully am | satisfied of this
that | would have
cheerfully lost all that |
have lost by the war and
have suffered all that |
have suffered to have this
object obtained.”

Robert E. Lee

Trivia

The North produced 97% of

the firearms for the war,
96% of railroads and had
81% of the nation’s banking

deposits.

The U.S. national debt was
about $64 million in 1860
and almost $3 trillion in

1865.

THE

reside braham Lincoln

War artillery, which was
used as last minute anti-
infantry defense?

|:| Solid
D Shell
D Canister

D Grape/shrapnel

2. Who won the First Battle
of Manassas/Bull Run?

D Union
D Confederate
D Romulans

3. How many men made up
a company?

|:| 100
|:| 500
|:| 3,000

|:|1
|:|2
|:|3

5. What congressional
decision allowed new states
to decide for themselves
whether they would be free

D Compromise of 1850
D Missouri Compromise

D Kansas-Nebraska Act

6. What was the name of
the nine year old boy who
ran away from home, hid on
a baggage train carrying
soldiers and became the
drummer boy for the 22nd
Michigan Regiment? Hint:
His nickname was Johnny
Shiloh because his first
battle was Shiloh, TN.

D Johnny Bell
D Johnny Cash

D Johnny Clem

The Civil War, AKA...

. The War for Constitutional

Liberty

. The War for Southern
Independence

. The Second American
Revolution

. The War for States’ Rights
. Mr. Lincoln’s War
. The Southern Rebellion

. The War for Southern
Rights

. The War of the Southern
Planters

. The War of the Rebellion

. The Second War for Inde-
pendence

. The War to Suppress
Yankee Arrogance

. The Brothers’ War
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