
River and a turning point in 
the campaign for the west 
and the Civil War as a whole. 
  
Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn had 
intended to sweep the     
federals off the field at Pea 
Ridge on his way into       
Missouri.  His plan was to 
capture St. Louis, allowing 
him to gain control of the 
Federal supply lines and thus 
cripple the Union Army.  The 
Union victory at the battle 

ensured that Missouri   
remained in Union control, 
and that the federal supply 

lines remained intact.  On 
March 9th as the Confederate 
Army was in retreat and the 
Union Army was regrouping, 
many a soldier no doubt felt 
lucky to have survived and 
happy that the battle was 

(Continued on page 3) 

The following is an article, 
written by Nathan Redman, 
about the last reunion of  
veterans of the Battle of Pea 
Ridge, courtesy of the Rogers 
Historical Museum. 
 
The Last Reunion of Pea 
Ridge Veterans 
By Nathan Redman 
  
Then let us clasp in friendship 
true 
The hand that once we sought 
to slay 
One flag for all. Red white 
and blue 
One country for the blue and 
gray. 
  
This verse, which was found 
in History of Benton County by 
J. Dickson Black, sums up the 
sentiment of the pictured 
men.  These men returned 

many times to Elk Horn   
Tavern to honor the battle 
that they fought in.  The Bat-

tle of Pea Ridge, also known 
as the battle of Elk Horn  
Tavern, was fought on March 
6, 7, and 8, 1862 in the     
vicinity of Elk Horn Tavern 
and Leetown.  Pea Ridge was 
the largest and bloodiest  
battle west of the Mississippi 

In commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Arkansas Post, four members of 
the Pea Ridge NMP staff had the opportunity to do interpretive demonstrations at Arkansas 
Post National Memorial.  While there they fired a 6-pound model 1841 cannon for over one 
thousand students and visitors participating in the events.  The Battle of Arkansas Post took 
place January 9-11, 1863.  Confederates held Fort Hindman (near Arkansas Post) and used the 
area to disrupt Union activity on the Mississippi River.  Over 32,000 Union soldiers attacked 
the nearly 6,000 Confederates around the fort and, although the Confederates were given 
orders to hold the area at all cost, the Union army was victorious.   

(Continued on page 5) 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 The Spotsylvania 

Stump, the   
remains of a tree 
cut down by 
minie balls, is on 
display in the 
Smithsonian. 

 A total of 

3,000,000 soldiers 
fought in the 
Civil War.  

 Johnny Clem 

joined the U.S. 
Army in 1861 at 
age 9.  At 13, he 
was promoted to 
sergeant for his 
actions at the 
Battle of     
Chickamauga.  
Clem, the last 
Civil War      
veteran to     
actively serve in 
the U.S.s       
military, retired 
in 1916 as a   
major general. 

John Scott, Superintendent  

Pea Ridge National Military Park 
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Eugene Carr, U.S.A. 

4th Division  

commander and  

Medal of Honor recipient 

News From The Trenches–Maintenance Division 
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Happy New Year everyone!!  As we ring in 2013 here at Pea Ridge National Military Park, we do so 
knowing this year will be a challenge with budgets tight all across the country and that we are no 
exception.  As we go forward into the New Year we know we will be short on funds so we MUST 
work to spend our funds wisely.  This means we may not be putting our limited amount of funds 
towards what you think needs to be done.  Our budget, as with most things that involve the      
government, is a complicated process.  We may receive project funds that are intended to address a 
need we have identified as important, and still not have the funds to operate the visitor center fully.  
It’s a difficult process to understand but it’s one we all have to work with.  So, if you see gutters 
being replaced on the visitor center yet there appears to be little work done to improve the     
landscape, it’s because we received project funding to replace the gutters but no operational funds 
to maintain the landscapes.  The project funds can be used for nothing but the project that was 
identified in our Project Management Information System (PMIS) and if we do not use the funds for 
this purpose then it must be turned back for allocation to another park’s project needs.  There are 
numerous rating methods we use to determine the greatest need based on the parks mission, the 
condition of the asset, as well as the importance of that asset to the overall success in meeting our 
mission.  The process is a long and complicated one that ensures that parks identify these needs on 

a five-year schedule.  What that basically means is that 
five years ago the park identified that the flush valves in 
the visitor center restrooms will be due for replacement 
in 2012, based on industry standards.  So a project    
request was made at that time, now that the park has 
received the funds the values will be replaced before they 
fail, ensuring the facilities will operate consistently. 

This year, in the maintenance division, the park has    
received Project funds to apply sealant to paved trails 
and sidewalks at various locations throughout the park.  

(Continued on page 4) 

 

State of the Union, December 1862 

The historic 

Ford Road 
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“Fellow-citizens, we can not escape history. We of this Congress and this Administration 
will be remembered in spite of ourselves. No personal significance or insignificance can 
spare one or another of us. The fiery trial through which we pass will light us down in 
honor or dishonor to the latest generation. We say we are for the Union. The world will 
not forget that we say this. We know how to save the Union. The world knows we do 
know how to save it. We, even we here, hold the power and bear the responsibility. In 
giving freedom to the slave we assure freedom to the free--honorable alike in what we 
give and what we preserve. We shall nobly save or meanly lose the last best hope of earth. 
Other means may succeed; this could not fail. The way is plain, peaceful, generous,        
just--away which if followed the world will forever applaud and God must forever bless.” 

 

Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the United States 
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Volunteer News 

Happy New Year! That time of year is coming around again, 151th Anniversary of the Battle of Pea Ridge. 

This is a letter between two sisters, Clara Dunlap in Ouachita Co. in southern Arkansas to Cornelia Dickson of 

Autauga Co. in Alabama on March 12th 1862. Clara writes to Cornelia about how she and her neighbor could 

not find items they needed and how she viewed the war. Clara wrote, “Our Generals may have some good 

motive in view for all their now, the South will eventually gain her independence, but matters look very forbid-

ding now, & everyone seems low-spirited about it.” She goes on to say that so many of the men were gone to 

war that she was worried about her and the neighboring women’s safety. “Gen Van Dorn’s call for 8000 & 5 

hundred has been filled, but he may make another soon, & if so, it will take the last man that is capiable of 

bearing arms.” Clara goes on to say that she and her neighbors did not have the tools to process the cotton to 

make clothing. The price of tools was too high and the few factories in the south could not keep up with the 

demand. So her slaves had no clothing. To think that one could not just run down to the store to buy what you 

needed is hard for us to understand. Clara’s letters did not enlighten us to her views of outcome on the Civil 

War.      

This March is the Battle of Pea 
Ridge’s 151st Anniversary!!!  If 
you are interested in volunteering 
for our weekend commemoration 
events (which will mostly consist 
of small arms demonstrations and 
cannon firing) please contact Troy 
Banzhaf, the Chief of              
Interpretation at 479-451-8122 
ex. 226. 
 
Also, throughout the spring and 
early summer, Pea Ridge has 
many schools take field trips to 
visit the park.  If you are        

interested in volunteering to keep 
the Elkhorn Tavern, our historic 
reconstruction of a building used as 
a field hospital during the battle, 
please let us know!  We are always 
appreciative of volunteers to keep 
the tavern open and to staff the 
visitor center as well.  If you are 
interested, again, please contact 
Troy Banzhaf.   
 
Thank you, 
Pea Ridge NMP Interpretative Staff 

over.  
  
Little did these Pea Ridge veterans know that their experiences 
at Elk Horn Tavern and with each other were far from 
over.  Twenty-five years after the battle, a meeting was held at 
Bentonville, Arkansas to schedule a reunion, which was to  
coincide with the unveiling of a monument honoring the    
Confederate dead.  This, the first of many reunions at the   
battlefield was held on September 1, 1887. During the reunion, 
people noticed that many Union soldiers from the battle had 
attended ceremonies.   
  
These men who had been enemies of the Confederate soldiers 
being honored asked to be allowed to pay their respect to the 
Confederate dead.  A speaker that day said, “The white dove 

(Continued from page 1) seemed to spread her wings alike over all.  And harmony 
reigned supreme as men form both armies honored the 
dead at this battlefield.”   
  
This first reunion sparked the creation of the Reunion 
Association of the Blue and the Gray.  The initial reunion 
held by the Association occurred on Oct 16, 17, and 18, 
1888.  The following year another reunion was held; this 
one with an even better turnout.  At this reunion a large 
monument, topped with the Goddess of Liberty was   
unveiled; honoring the men of both sides. The inscription 
on the monument reads: 
  
Spirit of eternal light,  
Keep silent vigil o’er the brave 
The untarnished Blue 

SINGING SEAMSTRESS 

‘Super’ Thoughts cont... 

Park Guide, Sirena Evans 
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David Van Buskirk 

of Indiana was 6 

feet 11 inches tall.  

When people 

gawked at his 

height, he would 

say that when he 

left for war, each 

of his 6 sisters 

“leaned down and 

killed me on the 

top of my head.” 

News From the Trenches cont... 

Pea Ridge NMP Foundation 
We would like to thank    
everyone who has helped the 
foundation make 2012 a great 
year for the park. 

The 150th anniversary could 
not have been more of a   
success. The weather that day 
was beautiful. We had a great 
group of volunteers,             
re-enactors and period     
exhibitors. Even with such a 
beautiful day the atmosphere 
was of solemn remembrance 
of those who had fought and 
died on the battlefield. 

The Pea Ridge National     
Military Park Foundation 

works hand in hand with park 
staff, meeting needs as much 
as possible that are not funded 
in their budget. We are so 
very fortunate to have the 
individuals we have working at 
the park. An amazing group of 
people, dedicated to         
preserving a piece of our na-
tional history. 

 We would also like to     
recognize an individual who 
devotes a great deal of his 
time telling the history of the 
Battle of Pea Ridge. This   
individual is Richard “Dick” 
Simpson of Lancaster, PA.  

Mr. Simpson, a living historian, 
is a Civil War speaker and 
lecturer, speaking at Civil War 
Round Table events. He    
frequently lectures on the 
Battle of Pea Ridge. His most 
recent lectures were at the 
Susquehanna CWRT in     
Sunbury, PA., CWRT of  
Montgomery County in    
Norristown, PA.,  and Camp 
Olden CWRT in Hamilton, NJ. 
We appreciate his support and 
love of history.   

Jackie Crabtree               
Foundation Chairman 

past few months.  It’s this 
time of year that we are 
able to take a moment and 
catch up on the finer points 
of our operation.  We are 
able to look into our    
reporting processes and 
tweak them where the  
information is lacking as 
well as looking into our 
various operational systems 
such as the HVAC system, 
water system, etc. and  
adjust those as needed for      
efficient operations.  Over 
the past several months 
most of us in the       
maintenance division have 
had to attend one or more 
training sessions.  All this 
training has been on the 
new Financial Business 
Management System 
(FBMS) the service is    

migrating towards.  So if 
you have not seen mainly 
ME in the past few months 
it’s due to FBMS training.  I 
have a couple of more trips 
and I will be trained in 
FBMS to the best of the 
service’s ability.  This will 
provide the service with a 
more transparent system of 
reporting thus providing us 
with the information we 
need to better serve the 
public and protect the   
resources we are charged 
with protecting.  The 
maintenance division is 
looking forward to the 
New Year and all its     
challenges because we 
know “Together we Can!”    

Sheri Nodine                             
Facility Manager 

There are also, funds to 
replace faulty flush valves in 
the visitor center          
restrooms, replace the   
gutter on the visitor center 
as well as Youth Corp   

Conservation (YCC) 
funds for maintenance 
on our trails.  The parks 
intention is to contract 
out the replacement of 
the gutters on the    
visitor center with the 
rest of the projects  
being completed by 
maintenance employees 
and our YCC crew for 
2013. 

The division has been 
busy finishing up various 
different tasks over the 

(Continued from page 2) 

Sgt. 

Johnny 

Clem 

U.S.A, 

age 12 

T H E  S E N T R Y  
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The National Park Service   
Arborist Incident Response 
Team was on assignment for 21 
days following the Hurricane 
Sandy.   Team addressed over 
600 storm damaged trees at 
Morristown NHP, Edison NHS, 
Liberty and Ellis Islands, and St. 
Paul’s Church.  The team was 

recognized by Incident      
Command with a “Certificate of 
Appreciation.  Hurricane Sandy 
made landfall southwest of    
Atlantic City, New Jersey, on 
the evening of October 29.  In 
diameter (1,100 miles/1,800 
km), Hurricane Sandy was the 
largest Atlantic hurricane on 
record.  Up and down the East 
Coast and farther inland, heavy 
winds, tidal surge, rain, and 

snow caused significant damage 
to national parks, particularly in 
the Northeast Region. 
During the storm, NPS closed 
or cordoned off 69 parks.  The 
cyclone brought destructive 
storm surge to New York City 
flooding streets, tunnels,     
subway lines, and cutting of 
electricity in many parts of the 
city and suburbs. New Jersey 
suffered extensive damage. 
 

The Pea Ridge cannon crew 
demonstrated to visitors the 
tools and manner of firing a 
Civil War era gun.  The       
students and visitors learned 
the different types of cannon 
rounds used in battle, including 
canister, shell/case shot and 
solid shot.  All the steps      
involved in firing the cannon 
were demonstrated, as well as 
the parts of the cannon.  For 
most of these students and   
visitors, it was the first time 
they had witnessed a Civil War   
cannon fired.   

(Continued from page 1) 

NPS Arborist Incident 

Response Team 

Cannoneer’s Corner cont... 
Chief of Interpretation Troy 

Banzhaf at Arkansas Post 

National Memorial 

One of every 

five Union 

soldiers were 

foreign-born 

while one of 

every twenty 

Confederate 

soldiers were 

foreign-born. 



“Why, when I 

got married I let 

anybody and 

everybody know 

it that wanted 

to.  I thought it 

was a big thing. 

Pea Ridge was 

considerable, 

but nothing by 

the side of 

getting a wife.” 

Jefferson C. 

Davis, U.S.A. 

Francis Herron, U.S.A.  

Commander of the 9th 

Iowa and Medal of 

Honor recipient 
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The unsullied Gray 
In peace and love unite 
  
Proud heroes have fallen, 
And Over their grave,  
Our hearts are united, 
Our country to save. 
Over the dead the living bend, 
And up to their God their 
voices send 
That in Liberty’s crown of 
eternity’s day, 
The Blue and the Gray. 
  
Many more reunions were 
held over the years; men 
who had been bitter     
enemies on the field of  
battle became lifelong 
friends at these reun-
ions.  The photo this is 
reported to be the last  
reunion of the veterans of 
the battle of Pea Ridge, 64 
years after the battle.  This 
wonderful photo came 
from the Oct. 26, 1926 
addition of the Rogers   
Democrat.  The pictured 
men are identified from left 
to right top row as: 
 Captain J. Wade Sikes, 
Rogers, AR., 2nd AR  
Mounted Rifles 
 Peter Woodring,    
Waterloo, Iowa, Co. H, 
37th Illinois Infantry 
 G. W. Lewis, Garfield, 
AR, member Guibors    
Battery, 1st MO Artillery 
 Julius Heidenrich,   
Chicago, IL, Co. K, 59th IL 
Infantry 
 Captain C. L. Pickens, 
Pea Ridge, AR, Co. F, 14th 
AR Infantry 
 Henry Williams,     
Rogers, AR, 2nd AR   
Mounted Rifles 

(Continued from page 3)  F. H. Foster, Pea Ridge, 
AR., Co. F, 14th AR Infantry 
 A. J. Callis, Bentonville, 
AR Co. 9, 2nd AR Cavalry 
 E. W. Mullins,     
Springdale, AR, 2nd AR 
Mounted Rifles 
 J. B. Ausmud, Rogers, 
AR, Co. 2, 119th Illinois 
Infantry 
 E. W. McClure, Cross 
Timbers, MO, Co. B, 115th 
MO Infantry 
 E. B. Test, Gentry, AR, 
Co. G, 2nd Kansas Cavalry 
 Reed Brown, Gentry, 
AR, Co. K, 33rd Wisconsin 
Infantry 
J. W. Lewis, Garfield, AR, 
Co. D, 2nd AR Mounted 
Rifles  
Seated from left to right:  
  
 E. L. Morgan, Garfield, 
AR, 64th MO Infantry 
 R. B. Pratt, Porter, OK, 
3rd Iowa Cavalry 
 Juliuw Krueger, Iola, 
KS, Co. F, 37th Illinois    
infantry 
 A.E. Gage, Chicago, 
Illinois, Co. F. 37th Illinois 
Infantry 
 R. W. Woods,       
Bentonville, AR, Co. F, 14th 
AR Infantry 
 Captain Orin Parker, 
Bentonville, AR, 10th AR 
Battery 
 G. W. Gamble, Rogers, 
AR, Co. F, 14th AR Infantry 
 W. A. McCurdy,    
Miami, OK, Co. E 16th MO 
Cavalry 
 E. E. Taylor, Paden, 
OK, Member Guibors   
Battery 
 M.T. Harris, Garfield, 

AR, Co. F, 37th AR infantry 
Tom Roughton, Gentry, 
AR, Co. L, 2nd Kansas   
Cavalry 
  
This photo conveys the 
importance of these      
reunions.  These men went 
from being sworn enemies, 
fighting in the bloodiest 
period of American      
History, to a group of old 
friends sitting around   
reminiscing about the glory 
days.  People today can 
learn a lot from these   
veterans.  They harbored 
no ill feelings toward one 
another, they understood 
that each and every man, 
Union or Confederate, Blue 
or Gray, had shared similar 
experiences and had served 
with honor and bravery on 
the field of battle. 
 

‘Super’ Thoughts cont... 

T H E  S E N T R Y  



Veterans at Elkhorn Tavern 
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