
At Home Activity 
Petrified Forest

Early cultures living in what is 
now Petrified Forest National 
Park between 500BCE and 650CE 
are now known as Basketmakers 
because they used the fibers of 
Yucca plants to weave shoes and 
baskets for everyday living. 

Basketmaker cultures were in 
transition from a hunter gatherer 
society to a more sedentary lifestyle 
and this transition is often referred 
to as the beginning of pueblo 
culture. They lived in stone-lined 
pit-houses and starting growing 
crops such as corn and squash.

Archeological evidence of this time 
period is represented in Petrified 
Forest by stone tools, slab lined pit-
houses, Adamana brown pottery, 
and fragments of baskets.

You can learn to weave your 
own basket using pipe cleaners 
with this activity.

Weaving 
Through 
Time

What you need:

At least 20 peices 
of 12 inch pipe 
cleaners. Your 
choice in colors.



Step 1:
Select 8 pipe cleaners for the ‘spokes’ of your 
basket and cut one in half. Twist each pipe 
cleaner together at the middle to create a star 
pattern. The piece that is cut in half will be 
attached by its end to the middle of your star. 
You want an odd number of spokes to weave 
your basket.

Step 2: 
Select the pipe cleaner 
colors for the outside of 
your basket and attach 
one piece by its end to 
one of the spokes by 
folding it over.

Step 3: 
Work your way clockwise 
around the spokes 
alternating the pipe 
cleaner under and over 
each one. (If you are 
left handed it might be 
easier to weave counter 
clockwise.)Step 4: 

Continue weaving the pipe 
cleaners under and over 
the spokes. When one pipe 
cleaner ends and you need to 
start a new one just wrap the 
end around the last spoke that 
it will reach and attach the 
new piece to the same spoke 
to continue the weave.

Step 5: 
A bowl shape will form as 
you add more pipe cleaners 
to your basket. When you get 
close to the ends of the spokes 
you might have to trim the 
ends so they are all the same 
length. When your basket is 
complete fold the ends of the 
spokes to the inside or outside 
of the basket to hold the last 
line in place.


