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RULES, REGULATIONS, AND SAFETY POINTS FOR SCHOOL GROUPS

In order to make your trip as enjoyable and successful as possible, the following rules, regulations, and safety points must be followed by all members of your group.
· [image: image5.wmf]All natural and cultural resources within national parks are protected by federal law. Collection of park resources is illegal and subject to a $325.00 minimum fine. This includes not only petrified wood and archeological artifacts, but also rocks, plants, and animals. The park has a zero loss policy, so even the smallest pieces count!
· If you pick up petrified wood, rocks, sticks, etc. to have a closer look at them, be sure to put them back exactly where you found them.  Moving fossils by just a few feet can displace them out of scientific context by millions of years.
· [image: image6.wmf]Dispose of trash properly. Most viewpoints have receptacles and recycling bins for your use. Please make sure all trash is within the receptacle and the lid is closed. Ravens can pull out an entire garbage bag if any of it is exposed!  If you see trash left by someone else and want to help us out by picking it up and putting it in the trash we greatly appreciate this as well.
· [image: image7.wmf]Don’t feed the wildlife. Wild animals can become dependent on humans for food and forget how to forage for themselves. When humans are not around, they may starve! Wild animals can also bite and may carry diseases. If you get a deep puncture wound, you must visit the doctor for a tetanus shot to prevent infection.

· Stay on designated trails or follow directly behind the park ranger when off-trail at field study sites. The plants in our high plateau short grass prairie environment grow by the inch and are destroyed by the foot. Don’t let it be your foot! Stay with your group. It’s a big place to get lost in.
· [image: image8.wmf]Be respectful of other visitors. Try to keep noise levels down and don’t yell to each other across large areas.  Quiet voices are especially appreciated at The Painted Desert Visitor Center, The Rainbow Forest Museum, and The Painted Desert Inn. Ranger talks may be going on at different times of the day in these buildings and other visitors will be listening in. If you have a large group, please split the group up and take turns when visiting inside these buildings.

· Watch your step. Don’t go beyond protective fencing or guardrails. Falling accidents occur when people get too close to the edge of steep slopes and cliffs. Please don’t throw rocks over the edge of cliffs. Hikers or animals may be below. 

· Be safe. Average elevation within the park is 5,600 feet, so protect yourself from sunburn, even in the winter months. Drink water and eat lunch.  

· Lightning can be an electrifying experience. Avoid high observation sights, open areas, and rocky overhangs when lightning or thunder is around. Vehicles and buildings (not shade shelters) are the safest refuge during thunderstorms.
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