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PREFACE

When one undertakes a project involving researching and writing history, several things
happen. One, your desk is quickly over-run by hundreds of pieces of paper; some large,
some small, some printed, some scribbled. Two, you develop bonds with the
personalities of the individuals you are researching. And three, you develop good
friendships with those people who have offered their help in sharing information about
their own lives and the lives of their family members who were involved with the focus
of the research.

First, my once clean and orderly desk quickly became the dumping ground for hundreds
and hundreds of pages of notes, not unlike the ground behind a dredge where the rocks
fall from the stacker. Occasionally I had to "dredge" through the piles trying to make
some sort of order out of them. Having experience as an archivist and making a good
filing system helped. Every now and then, an issue would come up or a person's name
would surface and I just knew I had something on them, but where?

Second, as my research continued, beyond the statistics of how many millions of cubic
yards of placer ground was processed through the dredges, how many millions of dollars
of gold was recovered, beyond the hundreds of claim location notices and powers-of-
attorney recorded in Circle and Eagle, the people began taking shape. Women like Flora
Brentlinger, who along with her husband Fred, owned and ran the Woodchopper
Roadhouse and had claims on both Woodchopper and Coal Creek. Bessie Currie Olson
arrived early on the creeks with her husband James H. Currie when they staked their first
claims on Iron Creek, a tributary of Woodchopper. She outlived James, later marrying
Emil Olson and continuing to work her claims. In a letter dated 1933, she was still
working her claims with hired help. Other women, including Mary L. Lewis and
Margaret Chambers may have had connections to the Dawson demimonde before, and
possibly after, staking their claims on the creeks.

Some people were mysteries before this study began. People had heard stories about
"Miss Bissell" who lived with Frank Slaven at his roadhouse. No one really knew who
she was or where she came from. Rumors abounded however about her possibly being
from red-light district in Fairbanks and only after Slaven's money. As it turns out, Mary
Bissell was not an inmate of "The Line." In fact, she appears to be Slaven's niece who
came to live with him on the Yukon. Later, in 1938 when he left the country headed for
Seattle, she went with him and was there when he crossed over his last summit.

The men of the creeks are equally as notable. Frank Bennett, the old man who lived in
his meticulous cabin on Mineral Creek in the mid-1930s, came to Alaska in 1889 when
he worked at the Treadwell Mines outside of Juneau. When you visited Frank, you took
your shoes off and wore slipper-like shoepacks he kept by the door. Like many of the
others living out on the creeks, Bennett liked his booze. He even had his own still that
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kept him stocked. Glen Franklin, who knew Bennett, commented that "he didn't have
much of a singing voice, but when he tied one on, he sure tried."

Many of those who found their homes on the creeks were immigrants from Europe.
Martin Adamik, of Hungary, learned to speak English by reading Shakespeare. He talked
"like a machine gun" whenever someone came to visit him but he rarely if ever went over
to visit-the dredge camp. Martin first came to the creeks in 1910 when he filed for an
associated claim with three others. Adamik passed away in the spring of 1958 while
three of his friends from the camp were visiting his lonely cabin to check on his well-
being after spending yet another winter in solitude. Martin is buried on a rise not too far
from his claims, his cabin and his gardens keeping silent vigil over the creeks.

Phil Berail was a man characterized by three things, first his love of solitude and
independence. Berail worked for the dredging companies during the summer as their
hydraulic foreman. When winter descended on the creeks and the crews left for their
homes, Berail worked as the camp watchman, sometimes taking his team of huskies and
heading off into the hills for a winter of trapping. Come spring he would come down the
trail, grizzled, dirty and a few pounds thinner, looking like "something out of a Norse
myth" ready to start work for another season. He always had his own private cabin at the
mines whereas the rest of the crew lived in bunkhouses. Phil’s second trait was his great,
almost super-human strength. Berail would not wait for help from others to tackle a
heavy job, nor would he wait until the CAT arrived to move a 300-foot dredge line. If it
had to be done, Phil did it, regardless. Finally, Phil was impervious to pain. On one
occasion he cut off his finger, wrapping only a dirty old rag around it to stem the blood
flow, and went back to work. On another occasion, he broke his arm. He put it in a sling
and went back to work. Several days later, the sling was gone and Berail was working
away. Finally, after falling from a truck as an old man, he broke his hip. He walked
around at Slaven's Roadhouse to show the crew that he was not really in all that bad of
shape. They were finally able to convince him that he needed to go to Fairbanks for
proper treatment.

There is Frank Rossbach, the former baker's apprentice, known on the creeks as The
Dutch Kid. Rossbach started out in Germany when he ran away signing on as a cabin
boy on a tramp steamer to see the world. Eventually landing in Tacoma, he bought
passage on a steamer for Skagway and from there walked the rails of the White Pass &
Yukon Route to Whitehorse. From there, he floated down the Yukon River to Dawson
where he met John Holmstrum who had claims on Mineral and Alice creeks off
Woodchopper. Twenty one years old at the time, Rossbach appears to be one of the
youngest individuals working on the creeks. His partner and mentor, John Holmstrum,
returned to Europe, so Rossbach took on George McGregor as his partner for the next
three years until Rossbach too returned to Europe.

George McGregor, "one of God's people," lived on Woodchopper Creek from the mid-

1920s until the early 1960s when he finally moved to Eagle. Like most of those living on
the creeks, McGregor loved his solitude. Yet, he took an active part in the community of
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miners when he would visit the dredge camps to get his mail and bring the camp cook
fresh salmon from his fishwheels, never accepting money in return.

There are those people living today, who have helped with this project. The men who
worked the mines in various capacities that granted their time to answer what at times
must have seemed like frivolous questions reaching far back into their memories to
remember a person, a place, a time long since forgotten. Many thanks go out to Charles
"Chuck" Herbert and Glen Franklin, both of whom worked for Alluvial Golds and Gold
Placers, Inc. in the early days. Dietrich Rossbach and Sonja Rossbach Defrances, Frank
Rossbach's son and daughter, gave generously of their time, their memories, and the
stories their father told them of his adventures in Alaska. Leona Beck shared not only her
memories of her grandfather, Samuel Downs Harvey, but also many letters written
between he and his family, photographs and personal items that Sam had when he was on
the creek. As a historian, the opportunity to hold an item, in this case, Sam’s billfold,
makes the project so alive. Sherrie Harrison, Frank Slaven’s great, great niece, has
helped sort out many questions regarding Frank and the “mystery woman” who lived
with him. Although the quest to learn more about Miss Bissell continues, I know that I’m
no longer along but it is a team effort. It was through their kindness that I found
photographs of many of the early miners from the creeks. These people served to bring
the names to life and put people into the history of the creeks.

When 1 first started searching for the early miners of the creeks, I started with the most
recognizable name on the list, Frank Slaven. I was surprised to find that there was a
Frank Slaven living in Arizona who has a passion for genealogy and family history.
When 1 first contacted him, he said without a doubt that he was not part of the same
family lines as the Frank I was searching for. Now, after several years of searching, and
sharing information about “Dead” Frank with “Arizona” Frank and Sherrie Harrison, the
two of them have finally decided that they are in fact distant cousins.

The financial and corporate history of Gold Placers, Inc. and Alluvial Golds, Inc. is
complicated at best due in part to the fact that Alexander Duncan McRae was Canadian
and, although he turned out to be one of the most powerful and influential men in Canada
during the first half of the 20™ century, little has been written about him. However, his
two granddaughters, Lucile Askins and Maureen Hudspeth, have been very helpful with
answering questions about their family and helping me make sense of some of the

players.

There have been many people around the National Park Service who have put up with
tales of my latest discoveries and offered their own insights into things to look at and
records to track down. Ralph Tingey, my supervisor at the time, always supported this
project, encouraging me to go farther and dig deeper. 1 owe a debt of thanks to the
members of the Biological Resources Division who have shared their office space with
me while working on this project. It has been fun representing the "dead and un-natural”
resources while working among the "warm and fuzzy" resource folks. Special thanks
have to go to Alex Carter, their team leader, who allowed me to take up residence in their
corner of the world. Thanks also go to the team members: Ruth Kalerak, Janis Meldrum,
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Judy Alderson, Nancy Deschu, Sue Mills and Bruce Greenwood. Moreover, to Page
Spencer, who always had an interest in what I was up to, or just a humorous joke in the
moming, a special thanks. We did not start on the best of terms many years ago, but
today I count her among my colleagues, and most of all as a friend.

Most importantly, a special thanks has to go out to the Patty family. In particular Dale
and Stanton, the two sons of Ernest and Kathryn Patty who grew up on the crecks before
staking their own claims on life. While Stanton went on to make his name as a journalist
traveling the world, Dale, the youngest son, is credited as being the youngest person to
work as a journeyman winchman at the age of 18. Starting as a mechanic's helper, where
he laid on his back greasing CATs, he eventually became the vice-president of the
company. That's what I call "climbing the corporate ladder!" Dale and Stanton have
answered hundreds of e-mails with questions that at times forced them to dredge up
memories from their childhoods (pun intended). Sometimes answering the same question
phrased differently several times. Thanks for the dredge driving lessons, Dale!

To Karen Patty, Dale’s better half, truly special thanks for letting a historian kidnap her
husband for two days in 1998 to talk about "the old days" and then again for nearly three
weeks in 2001. She made available her personal memoirs of her days on the creeks
when, as a young bride and mother, she followed in the Patty family tradition of raising a
family, including a set of twins, on the creeks. She may not know it, but without her
help, this study would truly be lacking. Thanks, Karen!

A special thanks goes out to Tom Patty, Dale and Karen’s son who, like his father, grew
up at the mine. It was truly a wonderful opportunity to spend ten days on the creeks
talking about what a young lad remembered of the mines and miners working the creeks.
It was a great opportunity to be there when Tom visited the house he and his two brothers
grew up in on Woodchopper Creek and to see his expression when he found the toy box
on the front porch that still held some of his toys.

Two people, Sylvia Burns and Jim “Tundra Jim” Halloran took the time to carefully read
the entire manuscript and put their two cents into editing and improving the final product.
Both receive my undying thanks.,

And finally, to my wife Carol and children, Jeremiah and Rebekkah, for putting up with
all my talking about my latest "find" regarding the creeks and my monopolizing the
computer at home for either writing or responding to e-mail for this project. At times it
was obvious that they did not have a clue what I was rambling on about, but nonetheless,

they always listened. Their questions kept me on the right track or got me back on-track
if I had strayed far off. Thanks!

For all that provided information to build this history upon, the information you gave me
was correct. Errors in interpreting your information are strictly mine.

DB
Fairbanks, 2003
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*The title of this history, The World Turned Upside Down, may be most familiar as the tune played at the
surrender of the British Army at Yorktown in 1781, signifying the end of the American Revolution. In the
case of this study, it is used in reference to the basic action of dredges. They invert the ground as they
process the paystreak in the search for gold. The fine materials are deposited at the rear of the dredge
whereas the larger gravels and cobbles are laid down further astern by the stacker. As a result, the ancient

stream beds are literally “turned upside down.”




INTRODUCTION

The human quest for gold predates written history. It has been considered a precious
metal since ancient times and has stimulated world exploration, conquest and trade for
nearly six millennia. Although the European search for gold in the Western Hemisphere
dates to the fifteenth century, it was not until the early nineteenth-century when gold
mining began actively in North America. Discoveries were made first in North Carolina,
followed by Georgia in 1829, Alabama about 1830, then Virginia, Tennessee and
eventually New Mexico. The most significant discovery, simply because of its profound
impact on developing the western United States, occurred at Sutter’s Mill in California in
1848. Other western territories (later states), Australia, Russia and South Africa saw
subsequent discoveries throughout the middle- and late-nineteenth century. Finally, the
Canadian Yukon and Alaska saw the last major gold strikes made just before the turn-of-
the-century.! Today, gold mining is making a resurgence in various locations around the
world owing primarily to two factors. First, vastly improved exploration and recovery
techniques allow miners to work profitably areas with lower gold concentrations.
Second, increased values associated with gold that make working these areas profitable.
Mines such as the Fort Knox operation north of Fairbanks, Alaska, are using techniques
and technologies that were not only unknown to the early prospectors working the creeks,
but were more than likely beyond their wildest dreams.

Today, most gold is fabricated.” It is used in making jewelry. However, there is a
growing market for gold in various industries including electronics, telecommunications
equipment, computers and spacecraft due to its excellent conductive capabilities,
resistance to corrosion, and other desirable physical and chemical properties. Although
gold is important to industry and the arts, it retains its unique status among all
commodities as a long-term store of wealth. Because of this, most of the gold bullion
produced throughout the world went into vaults of government treasuries until late in the
twentieth century when private investors began to purchase and trade in it

The Price of Gold

For nearly two centuries the value assessed to a troy ounce® of gold, also referred to as
the “price” of gold, has varied only slightly. The US government set the price of gold at
$19.393939 in 1786, it was raised in 1834 to $20.689656. Three years later it declined
ever so slightly to $20.671835. The Gold Standard Act established this price in 1900

! U.S. Bureau of Mines, “Gold,” in Mineral Facts and Problems (Bulletin 675), 1985 ed. 1.
2 Used here, the term “fabricated” refers to commercial gold — that which is worked as part of an industrial
or artistic process, or refined for the purposes of private investment exclusive from all forms of gold

bullion.
3 U.S. Bureau of Mines, “Gold,” in Mineral Facts and Problems (Bulletin 675), 1985 ed. 1.

* Troy ounces [ounce (troy)] rather than avoirdupois ounces [ounce (av)] measure precious metals. A troy
ounce is equivalent to 1.097 ounces (av). There are 12 ounces (troy) to the English pound as opposed to 16

ounces (av).
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when it set the value of the U.S. dollar at 0.05 troy ounce. It remained constant until
1934 when President Franklin D. Roosevelt lowered the value of the dollar from 0.05
troy ounce to 0.0286 troy ounce of gold. This executive action effectively raised the
value of gold to $35.00 an ounce.’

After World War II, the U.S. dollar replaced the British pound sterling as the leading
reserve currency. The value of gold held steady until 1968 when foreign governments
realized that the United States did not have sufficient gold reserves to convert all of their
dollars into gold, thus weakening international confidence in the U.S. dollar. For the next
several years, the U.S. and other industrial nations sought unsuccessfully to maintain a
gold standard.

In August 1971, the U.S. suspended converting dollars into gold at a fixed exchange rate.
This action weakened the influence previously held by the U.S. government on gold
prices on the London gold market, and it thus resulted in prices dropping. In the
Smithsonian Agreement of December 1971, the U.S. Treasury raised the official U.S.
gold price from $35 to $38 an ounce. In 1972, daily prices quoted in London ranged
from a low of $44 to a high of $70. The U.S. government again raised its official price
from $38 to $42 per ounce on October 18, 1973. This was hoped to aid in settling the
international price of gold but proved a total failure. London prices continued to vary
widely through 1973 ranging from $63.90 to $127.00.°

That year, most of the industrial nations allowed their currencies to float — in other words,
they no longer backed them with gold reserves. Consequently U.S. prices ceased to be
meaningful. On December 31, 1974, the United States deregulated the price of gold,
allowing it to be bought and sold on the open market.” International gold prices had been
rising from 1970 through 1975; they then dropped in 1976 and rose steadily from 1977
through 1980, breaking the $800 mark in 1979.® Recent history has shown the value of
gold fluctuating widely reaching highs near $700 an ounce.” Today the price averages
between $325 and $350 an ounce.

Gold Mining In Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve

Gold mining 1s an important part of the cultural and natural history of Yukon-Charley
Rivers National Preserve. The Preserve’s enabling legislation specifically identifies it as

one of the reasons Congress deemed the area worthy of protection as a national

preserve. '’

> J. Wells, Placer Examination, Technical Report #4, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, 1972.

®U.S. Bureau of Mines, Annual Report (1990).

"'U.S. Bureau of Mines, Annual Report (1990).

® Clive McKeef, “NY gold prices slide to 18-year lows, gold miners sell," Reuters, December 9, 1997.
(Located at http://www.pathfinder.com/money/latest/rbus/RB/1997Dec09/685.html).

? Hagler, Bailly & Company, Historical and Economic Analysis of Placer Mining in Interior Alaska, Draft
Report. Bureau of Land Management, Office of Minerals Policy Analysis and Program Coordination
(Washington DC, December 15, 1987), 2.9-2.10.

' Public Law 96-847, 94 Stat. 2371, 16 U.S.C. Sections 3101-3233.
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Early exploration and discoveries in the vicinity predate those made in the Klondike by as
much as a decade or more. For many years, early miners confined their operations to
working small placer deposits. Here they used a variety of means, including drift mining
(digging a shaft down to bedrock then following the “pay streak” horizontally), open cut
methods (working a cut laterally) and hydraulicking (using water, under pressure, to wash
gold bearing gravels through a sluice).

Because they lacked the capital to bring in the equipment necessary to exploit their
claims to their fullest extent, many simply continued working their claims with fairly
simple tools, scratching out enough money to pay for a grubstake that allowed them to
keep mining the following season. In some cases, solitary miners worked over the
winter, stockpiling the “pay dirt” until the following summer, when water again flowed,
allowing them to run it through a sluice recovering the gold.

YUKON-CHARLEY RIVERS
A NATIONAL PRESERVE / ALASKA

EAGLE

GBM . RORTH
a PR T -1 ﬁ

LOCATION
YUKON-CHARLEY RIVERS
NATIONAL PRESERVE / ALASKA

UMITED STATES DEPAATUENT OF THE IRTERIOR
)
ST S AT ]

A T, il il T itk i —— - ol

Figure 1: Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve is located in interior Alaska, along the US-Canadian Border

With the exception of activities around Dawson on the Canadian side of the border, and
on Mastodon and Deadwood Creeks, south of Circle, mining on the upper Yukon River
basin continued in this manner until the early 1930s. Small operators, working several
claims by hand, season after season.
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Chapter 1

CHAPTER ONE:
EARLY MINING ON THE UPPER YUKON

e

Early Mining in the Circle District

In Alaskan and the Canadian Yukon, the best known period of mining history was the
great Klondike Gold Rush of 1897-98. By the time the thousands of prospectors landed
at Dawson City in the Yukon Territory, most found the valuable ground already staked.
Consequently, many of them either returned to their homes empty-handed or fanned out
into the surrounding areas hoping to find new areas where they could make their fortunes.
Many continued down the Yukon River to the already established Fortymile mining
district and some went farther down river to the Eagle district. Approximately 150 miles
farther down the river from the Eagle District lay the town of Circle, the jumpin-off point

to the Circle district.

The first discoveries along the upper Yukon were made in the mid-1880s and production
began in tributaries along the Fortymile River. Following these, in 1893, two Creoles
named Pitka and Sorresca made additional discoveries in what later became the Circle
Mining District. Their initial discoveries were somewhere on Birch Creek. News of the
discovery started an influx of prospectors into the area and in the following spring (1894)
discovery of the placers on Mastodon Creek. As prospectors continued to probe the
drainages surrounding Birch and Mastodon creeks, gold was also discovered on
Independence, Miller, Deadwood, and Boulder creeks, all within the Circle mining
district.' In 1895, gold was found on Eagle Creek with discoveries made on Harrison and
Porcupine Creeks later that winter. By 1896, active mining was taking place on all the
principal streams in the Circle District. Although many other streams in the District
would be mined as commercial placers, the Birch Creek and Mastodon Creek discoveries
occurred well before those of the Canadian Yukon that sparked the Klondike Rush.”

Gold mining continued to develop throughout the region between Circle and Dawson.
Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek lie within the Circle mining district, approximately
110 miles downstream from Eagle and 50 miles up from Circle (Figure 1). Thsese creeks
constituted one of three main gold mining areas within the Circle District. The other two
were Mastodon Creek and Deadwood Creek. The placers found on these creeks saw the
entire gamut of mining techniques used. Miners typically began with early pan and
sluice work, followed by hydraulic and open-cut techniques and eventually dredge
operations. The Coal Creek-Woodchopper Creek area includes Ben Creek and Sam Creek
as well as their tributaries. However, only Coal and Woodchopper Creeks evolved to

having dredges operating on them.

' ] .B. Mertie, Jr., Gold Placers of the Fortymile, Eagle, and Circle Districts Alaska. USGS Bulletin 897-C
(Washington DC: Government Printing Office, 1938), 205-206.
2 Mertie (1930), 206.



Early Mining on the Upper Yukon
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Figure 1: Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve, Alaska

Early Mining on Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek

Because of their association with dredging, many people assume that Coal Creek and
Woodchopper Creek’s mining history started with gold. That however is not the case, at
least on Coal Creek. The first record of mining activities comes on July 13, 1901. Mark
E. Bray filed a bill of sale for 160 acres of coal mining ground he described as “situated

on a small creek 8 miles from the Yukon.”> As a result the creek earned the name “Coal
Creek.”

* Deeds, Bill/Sale, Options to Purchase, Book 1, Circle District, 1900-1906, page 149. This record 1s on
BLM microfilm No. 254.



Chapter 1

D.T. Noonan* filed the first placer mining claim on Coal Creek for the “Gertrude Bench”
claim on November 11, 1901.°> After Noonan’s claim, over the next six years, individuals
who eventually became well associated with mining activities on both Coal and
Woodchopper Creeks staked additional claims. These include men like Frank Slaven,
who, with assistance from Sandy Johnson (who had claims on Sam Creek), built the
roadhouse at the mouth of Coal Creek. They also included W.P. Beaton and James
Pendergast, both for whom tributaries to Coal Creek are named. A man by the name of
Nels Nelson joined Slaven and the others with claims stretching from the mouth of Coal
Creek approximately 10 miles upstream. Slaven’s claims, along with those of Harold
Malstrom and Frank Forrest in which Slaven shared interests in, occupied the upper
16,000 feet of the valley from Boulder Creek upstream beyond Colorado Creek. The
Beaton and Nelson claims took in the lower 25,000 feet of the creek from the Yukon
River to the mouth of Boulder Creek.’

Figure 2: Upper Coal Creek Claims

Of the two creeks, prospectors found gold on Woodchopper Creek first. Ira B. Joralemon
wrote his initial report on the conditions in Woodchopper Creek in 1935. In it, he notes

* A number of historians, in writing information about Coal Creek have erroneously given credit to “D.J.
Noonan.” Examining the original recorder’s records one finds that the middle initial is actually a “T”
rather than a “J”. This in turn makes it easier to track Mr. Noonan through various other gold rush records
such as Filson’s Pan for Gold Databases on the World Wide Web at http://www.gold-rush.org; and Polk’s
Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer. As an example of misidentifying Noonan, see the National Register nomination
for the “Coal Creek Historic Mining District” (page 14).

> “Notice of Location,” Circle District -- Book 1, Locations, page 325.

® Ira B. Joralemon, “Report on Coal Creek Placers, Circle District, Alaska,” August 23, 1934. Located in
the Charles Janin manuscript collection, Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, California. Hereafter:
Janin MSS Collection. Also, J.B. Mertie, Gold Placers of the Fortymile, Eagle, and Circle Districts,
Alaska, Geological Survey Bulletin 897-C (Washington DC: Government Printing Office, 1938), map

following page 50.
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the placers on Woodchopper Creek and its tributaries, Mineral Creek and Iron Gulch,
were worked “in a small way” for the preceding 40 years. In the 1920s, George
McGregor staked some of the richest claims on the creek. In 1926, he and his partner,
Frank Rossbach, staked the Discovery Claim at Mineral Creek. Between 1926 and 1935,
McGregor staked five claims on Woodchopper Creek. " McGregor and the other claim-
ants on Woodchopper Creek sold their claims to Alluvial Golds Inc. in 1935 marking the
shift from small, individual miners to large corporate mining companies.

SEXTCH MAF SUORING LOCATION OF PLACKR-MINING CLAIME ON COAL CREEE, CIRCLE DLSTRICY

|

Figure 3: Lower Coal Creek Claims

Surveys and reports from the United States Geological Survey (USGS) show that
Woodchopper Creek and its tributaries were being worked more heavily than Coal Creek
through the first third of the twentieth century. Although their names are not as well
known to the region as those in Coal Creek, John Boyle, Frank Bennett, A. McDonald,
S.O. Lee and C.I. Moon held the claims in Woodchopper Creek in the 1930s and
eventually sold their interests to Alluvial Golds. In addition, George McGregor is the
only personality still associated with the drainage.  McGregor started as a
prospector/miner then turned to trapping and fishing after selling his claims to Alluvial
Golds Inc. One interesting highlight to the Woodchopper Creek claims 1s that a woman,
Mrs. Bessie Olsen was the owner of record on several interests on claims as well as two
claims outright.®

7 George McGregor is best known for his cabins at the mouth of Woodchopper Creek. They are on the
National Register of Historic Places as part of the “Yukon River Lifeways” thematic nomination. (See:
“Yukon River Lifeways, Thematic Nomination” in National Park Service files, Anchorage, Alaska).

® Ira B. Joralemon, “Report on Alluvial Golds, Inc, Woodchopper Creek Property, Circle Dist., Alaska,”
December 28, 1935. Copy in “Coal Creek Operating Reports,” Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve.
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Figure 4: Woodchopper Creek Claims

Transportation and Communication

Placer mining in Alaska has undergone many changes throughout its history. Many of
these focus on technological advances, from shovel and pans, to dredges,” to modern
prospecting and recovery techniques involving computers. Mining on the Upper Yukon
was no different from any place else in the territory.

One of the greatest hindrances to any mining activity in Alaska has been the difficulty
associated with the lack of a transportation infrastructure. In 1903, Alfred Hulse Brooks;
a geologist with the United States Geological Survey commented that:

The general backwardness of the Yukon field compared with that of Nome
is, of course, in a large measure due to the differences in [gold] values, but
must also be assigned to the isolation of the region. So long as
developments are dependent on the present inadequate transportation
facilities, the region will be handicapped. With the uncertainties of the
river-steamboat service, the entire absence of roads, and the scarcity of
trails, the placer miners of the Yukon district have had to face conditions
which would have utterly disheartened less resolute men.'’

This lack of reasonable transportation limited the amount of development work
accomplished on many placer claims in the upper Yukon River region.

The original supply routes into the country came from Seattle and points south, through
Skagway, and down the Yukon River to Eagle and thence farther downstream to the
various creeks. To access Ben Creek, the original supply trail to the mining operations
followed Sam Creek from its mouth at the Yukon. Winter mail carriers, such as the
Biedermans, used this route, crossing over to Coal Creek when encountering bad ice

? The dredge operated by Alluvial Golds Inc. on Woodchopper Creek was the last to operate in the Circle
District. Edward H. Cobb, Placer Deposits of Alaska, USGS Bulletin 1374 (Washington DC: Government
Printing Office, 1973), 119.

10 A H. Brooks, Placer Mining in Alaska in 1903, USGS Bulletin 225 (Washington DC: Government
Printing Office, 1904), 56.
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conditions on the Yukon. Ernest Patty built a spur road to Ben Creek from the Gold
Placers Inc. road on Coal Creek enabling heavy equipment to reach Ben Creek from Coal
Creek. Constructing the landing strip at Ben Creek, facilitated by this spur road, further
enhancing mining operations there.'’
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Figure 5: Coal Creek to Woodchopper Creek Road (USGS 1:63 360).

To service Coal Creek, steamboats and barges on the Yukon initially transported all
materials and supplies. James Ducker’s study of transportation in the Upper Yukon River
area states that in 1922; the Alaska Road Commission (ARC) assumed responsibility for
an eight-mile stretch of trail up Woodchopper Creek.'? This trail in-turn branched over to
Coal Creek (by way of Mineral Creek) and down the Coal Creek Road where 1t branched
further to Boulder Creek, Ben Creek and Sam Creek (Figure 5). In the early years, the
ARC primarily confined its work to building bridges along the trail. Later, in 1932,
following a period of severe flooding, the ARC took an active role in rebuilding parts of
the old dog sled trail. They went so far as to float logs from the headwaters of
Woodchopper Creek to repair bridges that had washed out. The ARC constructed the
road from Slaven’s Landing, up the Coal Creek valley to Camp No. 1 which was located
near the mouth of Cheese Creek. After they began work on Camp No. 1, in the summer

1 Melody Webb Grauman, Yukon Frontiers: Historic Resource Study of the Proposed Yukon-Charley
National River (Fairbanks: Anthropology and Historic Preservation Cooperative Park Studies Unit,
University of Alaska, 1977), 436, 445, and 457.

12 James Ducker, Alaska’s Upper Yukon Region: A History, Bureau of Land Management, Anchorage,
Alaska, 1983), Chapter 7, pg. 14.
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of 1935, Gold Placers Inc. extended the road over to Woodchopper Creek to support the
dredging operations there. This road follows the Coal Creek valley upstream until it
makes several switchbacks to climb a steep portion and then follows the ridge for about a
mile and a half before dropping down Mineral Creek and on to Woodchopper Creek.
In addition, a telephone line ran along the road’s right-of-way providing communication
between the two camps. According to Dale Patty, who managed the mining operations
from 1954 to 1960, he “sometimes felt like opening a window and yelling” because of the
poor quality of communication offered by the crank-style, battery operated telephone.'*

By the late 1930s, operations at Mastodon and Deadwood Creeks were linked by road,
and in the cases of some smaller operations, trails, to the Steese Highway, which ran
between Fairbanks and Circle. Operations in and around Coal Creek were still dependent
on getting their equipment and supplies by way of boats on the Yukon River and to a
limited degree, by air support. This situation has not changed, even at the dawning of the
21* century.

Early Development Work
on the Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek Placers

During 1905, L.M. Prindle, of the USGS, reported that Coal Creek, Woodchopper Creek,
Washington Creek and Fourth of July Creek produced at least $15,000. According to
several unsubstantiated reports, the figure had a potential to rise as high as $30,000."
Alfred H. Brooks, also of the USGS, reported the same year that the majority of this
production came from Woodchopper Creek.'

Several years later, the drainages between Woodchopper Creek and Fourth of July Creek
held enough promise for mineral development that L.M. Prindle and J.B. Mertie, Jr. of
the USGS prepared a special report on the region for the Mineral Resources of Alaska:
Report on Investigations in 1911. The authors provide a detailed description of the
region, concentrating on each creek. In it, they also discuss the geological history of the
area and provide educated predictions on the source for the mineralization. In their
description of Coal Creek, they erroneously state that gold was discovered here first in
1910. In their description of recovered gold, they note that “pieces worth $12 to $14”

'’ Dale Patty, personal correspondence to the author, June 25, 1998 and Melody Webb Grauman, Yukon
Frontiers: Historic Resource Study of the Proposed Yukon-Charley National River (Fairbanks:
Anthropology and Historic Preservation Cooperative Park Studies Unit, University of Alaska, 1977), 473-
74.

4 Dale Patty, personal correspondence to the author, June 25, 1998.

!> .M. Prindle, The Yukon-Tanana Region, Alaska, USGS Bulletin No. 295 (Washington DC: GPO, 1906),
23.

'® A H. Brooks, Report on the Progress of Investigation of Mineral Resources of Alaska in 1905, USGS
Bulletin No. 284 (Washington DC: GPO, 1906), 126.
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had been found — and this was all during the work before actually beginning mining
operations.17

Prindle and Mertie found the paystreak in Woodchopper Creek to be even better than that
in Coal Creek. They estimated it actually consisted of two parallel channels twelve to
fourteen feet wide, with a possibility of a third channel eighty feet wide. After removing
the over-burden, which varied up to 30 feet thick, the paystreak averaged 1 1/2 to 4 feet
thick. Here, the gold was “course,” with the largest nugget found having a value of $30.
Miners on Woodchopper reported their gold had values ranging from $19.09 to $19.30
per ounce.'® According to Prindle and Mertie, “these were the highest values found in
the Yukon Province.”"”

By 1912, the USGS reported that “from seven to fourteen men were engaged in mining
on Woodchopper Creek,” primarily on its tributaries: Mineral Creek, Iron Creek and
Alice Gulch. Coal Creek and its tributaries Boulder and Rose Creeks had between ten
and twenty men “either prospecting or mining.” That year, there were also a few men,
mainly pros-pectors, working on “Sams Creek” and some on Fourth of July. However,
the report does not provide production figures.*’

The following year, there were ten men working on Fourth of July Creek. Others were
preparing to begin work “whenever the water supply was adequate.” Reports from early
in the season showed that Woodchopper Creek held promise as a “better producer than
ever before” with twenty men working the creek and its tributaries year round. Coal
Creek operations continued to be small scale with “six or eight” men mining on it.”!

The values associated with the placer at Coal Creek varied considerably from claim to
claim. Ira Joralemon, an internationally known geologist who examined the Coal Creek
claims in the early 1930s, reports that Nelson and Beaton, after working approximately
50,000 square feet of bedrock, averaged approximately 75 cents per square foot. This is
after removing the overburden to get to down to the paystreak lying at or near bedrock.

' L.M. Prindle and J. B. Mertie, Jr., “Gold Placers Between Woodchopper and Fourth-of-July Creeks,
Upper Yukon Region,” Mineral Resources of Alaska: Report on Investigations in 1911, USGS Bulletin 520
(Washington DC: GPO, 1912), 208-209.

'8 At the time, the price of gold was fixed at $20.67 per troy ounce. This figure was for “fine” or pure gold.
In naturally occurring gold, other minerals, notably silver, are alloyed with it and decrease its value until
removed in the smelting process. Therefore, the “value” quoted for gold at the creeks is often slightly
lower than those for fine gold.

' L.M. Prindle and J. B. Mertie, Jr., “Gold Placers Between Woodchopper and Fourth-of-July Creeks,
Upper Yukon Region,” Mineral Resources of Alaska: Report on Investigations in 1911, USGS Bulletin 520
(Washington DC: GPO, 1912), 209-210.

** C.E. Ellsworth and R.W. Davenport, “Placer Mining in the Yukon District," Mineral Resources of
Alaska: Report on Progress of Investigation in 1912, USGS Bulletin No. 542 (Washington DC: GPO,
1913), 213.

2l AH. Brooks, “The Mineral Deposits of Alaska,” Mineral Resources of Alaska: Report on Progress of
Investigations in 1913, USGS Bulletin No. 592 (Washington DC: GPO, 1914), 360.
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Reports state that Slaven’s claims, on the other hand, averaged $1.14 per square foot in
1914, All of these claims were said 1o be “unusually rich,™?

Several years later. Brooks reported that there were “about 10 mines operating and 25
men employed dunng the summer of 1914™ in what he called the “Woodchopper Creek
region.” These mcluded ten camps operating in the winter. pnimarily on Coal Creek.
That year, preparanions were made 1o install a hydraulic operation at the mouth of
Mineral Creek in the Woodchopper Creek drainage. In 1914, the enure Circle district
produced $215,000 worth of gold, an increase over an estimated $175.000 produced the
previous year,”

The first dredge to work in the district worked on Mastodon Creek, southwest of Circle,
It came from Dawson in 1911. The operators found it entirely unfit for further service
and dismantled 1t in 1914, Miners brought a second dredge to work on nearby Mammoth
creek that year with expectations that it would be in service during the entire 1915
season. The dredge specifications as reported by the USGS closely resembled those for
the dredge eventually put into service on Coal Creek_ It had 3 1/2-foot buckets™ and a
close-connected line. Powering the dredge were one hundred seventy-horsepower steam
engines, with an estimated daily capacity of 2000 cubic vards and capable of digging
ground twelve to sixteen feet deep.”™

Early mining camp on Coal Creek. This is likely Frank Slaven's claims and operation. Note the gin pole
on the left for hauling paydini owt of the ground and the two cabins on the night, Frank Slaven Collection,
courtesy of Sherne Hamrison

= Ira Joralemon, *Report on Coal Creek Placers,” August 23, 1934! 4-5. The oniginal of this report is
located m the Stnton Party Collection, Emest and Kathryn Pany Division, at the University of Alasks —
Farbenks, Rasmuson Library

7 AH.Brooks, "The Alaska Mining Industry in 1914, Miseral Resources of Alaska: Repart on Progress
of Investigation in 1914, USGS Bulletin Noo 622 (Washington DC. GPO, 1913), 50, 60-61

* Dredge buckets are measured in by the number of cubic feet they will dig, A 3 ' foot bucket has a
capacity of 3 %5 cubic feet of material in each bite. A corollary to this would be an ice cream scoop with a
capacity of 1 % cubic feet

“ AH. Brooks, “The Alaska Mining Industry in 1914, Mineral Resources of Alaska: Report on Progress
of Investigation in 19214, UISGS Bulletin No. 622 [ Washington DC: GPO, 1915), 60-61
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“Those Who Came Early and Stayed Late, the Miners of Coal Creek.”™ This photo was taken by Walter
Harvey m August 1927 while he and his father Samuel Downs Harvey retraced Sam's trek from Indiana to
Counl Creek, Back: Nels Nelson, Hatue (Mrs. Robert) Darlington, George Davis. Middle: Robent
Darlington, Samuel Downs Harvey, Jack Boyle. Front: Charles Boyle, William P. Beaton™, Frank Siaven,
Charles Armstrong. Frank Siaven Collection, courtesy of Sherne Harrison.

** William P. Beaton is the namesake for Beaton Pup, the tributary of Coal Creek where Camp No. 3 is
located. His claims were located at the confluence of Beaton Pup and Coual Creek and, along with Slaven’s
original claims, proved to be two of the richest locations on Coal Creek
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CHAPTER TWO
WHO WORKED THE CREEKS?

INTRODUCTION

For the most part, recent historical research on Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek has
been confined to the period after Gold Placers, Inc. and Alluvial Golds, Inc. put dredges
on the creeks in 1936 and 1937 respectively. This only covers the last half of the active
period of mining here. Previously little information was available regarding the
preceding four decades when men and women were prospecting, mucking, poking,
drifting and sluicing these creeks and their tributaries. This chapter examines those
individuals. Since the records are few and far between, a quantitative examination
provides an overview followed by biographies, albeit short ones, on some of the more
prominent individuals who lived and worked claims on the creeks.

Examining the various record books maintained by the Circle Mining District recorder
resulted in a list of 320 individuals whose names appear connected to claims on Coal
Creek, Woodchopper Creek and their various tributaries. Based on this, and other
archival information including letters and diaries, along with interviews with miners and
their descendants, four groups of individuals emerge. The first group, those who “came
early and stayed late” consists of people staking claims early on, generally before 1907.
They remained on their claims through the mid-1930s when they sold them to the two
dredging companies. Among these are Frank Slaven, John Boyle, Sivert O. Lee, Frank

Bennett, John Holmstrum' and Bessie Currie?.

The second constitutes individuals who invested in others to prospect and work their
claims. Among these are men such as those from the Dawson Daily News who
grubstaked Frank Slaven and James Pendergast on Coal Creek. Their financial backers
include: William MclIntyre, William B. Reinhardt, Charles B. Settlemeier, Albert Forrest,
Harold Malstrom, Richard Roediger and Arthur H. Dever. This group also held several
“assoclated” claims under the name of the “Coal Creek Dredging and Mining

' Holmstrum’s name appears with a number of variant spellings including Holmstrum, Holmstrum,
Hulmstrom and Hulmstrum among others. For the purposes of this study, the most common spelling
“Holmstrum” is being used throughout. Unlike the case of Frank Rossbach, no living relatives of
Holmstrum have been located to clarify the spelling.

* Having staked her original claims with her husband James H. Currie in 1904, then following a re-marriage
to Emil Olson (possible spelling Oleson), Bessie Currie continues to own claims under the name of Bessie
Olson/Oleson through the mid-1930s.

There is a chain of claimants, John Holmstrum, Frank Rossbach and George McGregor that
extends this first ‘group’ even farther. Holmstrum was one of the first to stake claims in 1901. He
partnered with Rossbach from 1913 to 1923 when he left the country. McGregor then joined with
Rossbach working their claims until 1926 when Rossbach returned to Germany. McGregor remained on
Woodchopper and the Yukon until the early 1960s when he moved to Eagle. He is also the author of an
extensive collection of journals covering most of the period. As a result, McGregor offers the researcher an
opportunity to see the workings of Woodchopper and Coal Creek through his eyes.

11
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Company.” Although the Dawson Daily News group would also qualify for membership

within the first category of individuals, they are not included because their interests were
purely of a financial nature.

The last two groups of individuals identified on the creeks include those who came
during one of the several rushes to the area, staked claims and never followed through
with proving them up or for any number of reasons abandoned them and moved on. The
last group includes those who lived outside Alaska and granted power-of-attorney to any
of a variety of prospectors and miners who would then stake claims in their names.
Although these are similar in nature to those in the second group, these individuals
appear to have never come to Alaska, much less worked the creeks. The primarily
constitute family and friends of miners working the creeks who likely offered to get their
acquaintences in on a “good thing.”

It appears that coal claims were the first staked in the drainages. Steamboats were plying
the Yukon River bringing passengers and freight from St. Michael on the Bering Sea
coast to Dawson. Their primary fuel supply was wood cut during the winter by
individuals working as woodchoppers. Steamboats made periodic stops along the river to
take on huge quantities of cordwood. Boats traveling upriver would burn upwards of a
cord of wood each hour.* The transportation companies saw coal as a potential
alternative to wood, provided it could be located in sufficient deposits, mined and
transported to the riverbank.’

On July 13, 1901, Mark E. Bray sold his interests in a coal claim on Snare Creek, located
approximately six miles up Coal Creek from the Yukon River, to William Moran.’ D.T.
Noonan and David Petrie witnessed the document. Subsequently this claim changes
hands several more times including when it W.W. Chandler, William H. Carpenter, Mary
L. Lewis and John Lauchurt relocated it in 1910.” It is unclear if any appreciable amount
of coal was ever mined from Snare Creek.

Daniel T. Noonan,® of Delamar, Nevada, filed the first gold claim on Coal Creek in mid-
November 1901.° Noonan located his 20-acre claim on the right limit'’ of Coal Creek on

> Notices of Location Nos. 26-49, Circle Mining District, Locations -- Book 3 (1907-09), pp 9-20.

* A cord of wood measures four feet by four feet by eight feet (128 cubic feet).

> A number of books about sternwheelers on Alaskan rivers have been written, including a number by those
who worked on or piloted the steamboats. Among them are: Arthur E. Knutsen, Sternwheelers on the
Yukon (Kirkland, Washington: Knutson Enterprises Inc., 1979); Melody Webb, “Steamboats on the
Yukon,” Alaska Journal, Vol. XV (Summer): 21-29; and Basil Hedrick and Susan Savage, Steamboats on
the Chena: The Founding and Development of Fairbanks, Alaska (Fairbanks, Alaska: Epicenter Press,
Inc., 1988).

® “Bray to Moran,” Deeds, Bills of Sale, Options to Purchase, Book 1, Circle District, 1900-1906, p. 149.

" “Notice of Coal Land Location, Notice No. 170,” Circle Mining District, Locations -- Book 4, pp 62-62.

® For many years, Noonan’s name has been reported as “D.J. Noonan.” Careful examination of the original
records shows it to be “D.T. Noonan.” No other records have been located identifying anyone named “D.]J.
Noonan in Alaska or the Yukon during this period. Noonan appears to have arrived in the Yukon in June
1898 when he was recorded by the NWMP at Chilkoot. (“NWMP Records At Chilkoot: Checkpoints
Listing People Who Entered the Yukon,” in Filson’s Pan for Gold Databases at http://www.gold-rush.org.)
? “Gertrude Bench Claim,” Circle Mining District, Locations -- Book 1 (1900-1902), p. 325.
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August 23, 1901. The same day, Daniel M. Callahan also located a 20 acre mining claim
he called “No. 1 Below Discovery on Magnet Hill,” also on the right limit of Coal Creek
presumably in the vicinity of Noonan’s claim."’ Unfortunately, Noonan is among those
who staked claims and did not follow up with them. He disappears from the record after
filing an associated claim for 160 acres on Coal Creek in 1902.'* Among those listed as
Callahan’s co-claimants are: D.T. Noonan, R.R. Reed, John Linquist, Edward McGrath”,
Sherman Fraker'®, F. Overgaard, Julius Stankus and Dick Shine.

From 1900 through 1948, there were 565 claims filed on the two drainages. The number
of claims filed over the years follows a pattern of peaks and valleys. After Noonan and
Callahan staked their claims in 1901, ten others recorded claims that year along with 27
more the following year. In 1903 however no claims were recorded. In 1904, people
staked nine claims followed the next year by the largest number of claims (95). Then a
steady decline takes place until again it bottoms out with no claims staked in 1909. This
trend of rising and falling numbers continues with peaks and valleys in the following
years: 1910 (36 claims), 1912 (0 claims), 1916 (22 claims), 1924 (0 claims), 1927 (11
claims), 1929-34 (0 claims), followed by a flurry of locations in 1935 (57 claims). This
pattern becomes more evident and is explained by comparing the ebb and flow of
locations with the various rushes occurring around Alaska as shown in the following
tables:

' The “limits” of a creek or placer area are defined as the banks or edges. Right or left is determined by
facing downstream. Therefore, the right limit of Coal Creek, would be the eastern bank of the creek.

"' “No. 1 Below Discovery on Magnet Hill,” Circle Mining District, Locations -- Book 1 (1900-02), p.
326.

' Discovery was made on the “D.T. Noonan Association” claim on February 26, 1902. “D.T. Noonan
Association,” Circle District Locations, Book 1 (1900-02), p. 357.

1> McGrath’s prospecting eventually landed him over on the Kuskokwim River where the village of
McGrath was named for him. See: “Clary Craig Database” Dawson City Museum, copy in the possession
of the author.

'* Sherman Fraker and Doc Overgaard mined ventures on Little Eldorado Creek north of Fairbanks.
Overgaard, along with Frank Reynolds, was partnered with Jess Rust on “Five Above” on Little Eldorado,
Fraker and his partner Otto Nelson worked a neighboring claim. See: Clara Rust, “1 Was a Bride on the
Little Eldorado, Part One,” Alaska Sportsman, (March 1963): 14-16; and Clara Rust, “I Was a Bride on the
Little Eldorado, Part Two,” Alaska Sportsman, (April 1963): 24-25, 32-33.
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Number of Claims Staked on Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek
With Corresponding Gold Rush Locations
And Major Historical Events of the Twentieth Century

Historic Event or Gold Rush Location” Year Claims Filed
Fortymile 1886 0
Circle 1893 0
Eagle, American Creek 1895 0
Gold found on Bonanza Creek in the Klondike 1896 0
1897 0
Nome/Seward Peninsula 1898 0
1899 0
_Subtotal (1890-99) o I e | I
Historic Event or Gold Rush Location'® Year Claims Filed
1900 0
1901 12
Fairbanks 1902 27
1903 0
1904 9
1905 95
1906 32
1907 44
Iditarod 1908 10
1909 0
Subtotal (1900-10) 229
Historic Event or Gold Rush Location'’ Year Claims Filed
1910 36
1911 19
1912 0
1915 6
World War | begins 1914 16
1915 16
1916 22
1917 6
World War I ends 1918 4
1919 6
Subtotal (1910-19) 131

'* Information regarding the various rushes in the Klondike and Alaska was compiled from William R.
Hunt, Golden Places: The History of Alaska-Yukon Mining, With Particular Reference to Alaska’s
National Parks (Anchorage: National Park Service, Alaska Region), n.d.
' Information regarding the various rushes in the Klondike and Alaska was compiled from William R.
Hunt, Golden Places: The History of Alaska-Yukon Mining, With Particular Reference to Alaska’s
National Parks (Anchorage: National Park Service, Alaska Region), n.d.
"7 Information regarding the various rushes in the Klondike and Alaska was compiled from William R.
Hunt, Golden Places: The History of Alaska-Yukon Mining, With Particular Reference to Alaska's
National Parks (Anchorage: National Park Service, Alaska Region), n.d.
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Historic Event or Gold Rush Location™ Year Claims Filed
1920 6
1921 5
1922 6
1923 1
1924 0
1925 2
1926 8
1927 11
1928 5
Stock market crashes, Great Depression begins 1929 0
Subtotal (1920-29) 44
Historic Event or Gold Rush Location'’ Year Claims Filed
1930 0
1931 0
1932 0
1933 0
Gold goes to $35.00 an ounce (troy) 1934 6
McRae & Patty begin acquiring claims for Gold Placers Inc.” 1935 57
Coal Creek dredge begins operation 1936 20
Woodchopper dredge begins operation 1937 2
1938 2
1939 8
Subtotal (1930-39) 95

'® Information regarding the various rushes in the Klondike and Alaska was compiled from William R.
Hunt, Golden Places: The History of Alaska-Yukon Mining, With Particular Reference to Alaska’s
National Parks (Anchorage: National Park Service, Alaska Region), n.d.

" Information regarding the various rushes in the Klondike and Alaska was compiled from William R.
Hunt, Golden Places: The History of Alaska-Yukon Mining, With Particular Reference to Alaska’s
National Parks (Anchorage: National Park Service, Alaska Region), n.d.

* Many of the early claims staked by “those who came early and stayed late” were re-staked in 1935. This
appears to be an attempt to clarify and define the claims in preparation for Gold Placers Inc. purchase.
Many of the location notices, although signed by the claimants, were in fact filed for recording by Ernest
Patty or others working for Gold Placers Inc. at the time.
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Historic Event or Gold Rush Location”’ Year Claims Filed
1940 13
World War Il begins 1941 4
Order L-208 closes gold mines 1942 0
Coal Creek dredge idle 1943 0
Both dredges idle 1944 327
Woodchopper dredge idle 1945 4
1946 4
1947 5
1948 4
Coal Creek dredge idle 1949 0
Subtotal (1940-49) 66
Total Claims Filed (1890-1949) | 565

Each time prospectors made a new discovery elsewhere in Alaska, people who had been
unsuccessfully working Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek without finding gold in the
quantities they hoped, joined the rush to the new diggings in their constant search for the
next El Dorado. Other contributing factors in the number of claims being staked included
international events such as World War I and the stock market crash of 1929. Following
the economic downturn of the Great Depression, raising the price of gold to $35.00 an
ounce in 1934 brought new life to the once stagnant region.

Years Claims Filed Percentage
1900-1909 229 40.5
1910-1919 131 23.2
1920-1929 44 7.8
1930-1939 95 16.8
1940-1949 66 11.7
1900-1949 565 100.0

In examining the occupations of those claiming ground on the creeks, it is interesting to
note the variety of jobs people reported. Using the classification system developed by
Charlene Porsild in her book Gamblers and Dreamers: Women, Men, and Community in
the Klondike reveals the following statistical breakdown. Eleven percent of those holding
claims on the creeks were involved in professional or white-collar occupations, 19.2%
were in commercial activities, 15.5% were skilled, while 47.5% were semi-skilled. The
remaining 6.8% fall into the unskilled and service occupations.23 Comparing Porsild’s

?! Information regarding the various rushes in the Klondike and Alaska was compiled from William R.
Hunt, Golden Places: The History of Alaska-Yukon Mining, With Particular Reference to Alaska’s
National Parks (Anchorage: National Park Service, Alaska Region), n.d.

% Location notices filed from 1944 to 1948 represent claims on areas adjacent to, or immediately outside
of, those where the dredges were working. They were primarily staked on Colorado Creek (tributary of
Coal Creek) and a strong of claims between called “Nos. 40-63 Between Woodchopper and Coal Creek.”
The claimants were, for the most part, associated in one way or another with Gold Placers Inc. and Alluvial
Golds Inc.

> Charlene Porsild, Gamblers and Dreamers: Women, Men, and Community in the Klondike (Vancouver:
University of British Columbia Press, 1998), 201-209.
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findings in the Klondike with those on the creeks reveals that Coal Creek and
Woodchopper Creek are simply microcosms of the demographics associated with the
Klondike. The percentages made up of each occupational class for those on the creeks
was similar to those reported in the Klondike over time as illustrated by the table below:

. A Klondike | Klondike | CoalCreek/ -
~ Occupation __1901* | 1885-1914” | Woodchopper®®
_ TR . Frequency ' | Percent r-‘Frcqudnc.y Percent Frequency - | Percent
Professional / White Collar 615 9.0 1074 13.9 24 11.0
Commercial 582 8.5 1368 17.8 42 19.2
Skilled Trades 1031 15.1 722 9.4 34 15.5
Semi-Skilled Trades 2986 43.7 4093 53.1 104 47.5
Unskilled Labor / Service 1618 23.7 446 5.8 15 6.8
Total Workforce 6832 100.0 7703  100.0 219 100.0

Porsild’s Master Index represents a more accurate depiction of the demographics of the
Klondike due to.the manner Canadian officials conducted the 1901 census. The 1901
Yukon census reveals a fairly high percentage of individuals (23.7%) in the unskilled
labor category. These individuals for the most part constitute entertainers, gamblers,
criminals, vagrants, manual laborers, and although most may disagree with Porsild’s
decision to include them here, wives. When looked at over time, this figure drops
dramatically to 5.8% in the Klondike. The largest declines are shown in the number of
cooks/waiters/bartenders (377 in 1901 down to 49 in the Master Index), domestic
servants (108 in 1901 down to 12), manual laborers (247 down to 23) and wives (564
down to 169). This in part 1s attributed to the community’s evolution from a booming
mining town to a more stable community with more “traditional” values. Also, many of
those individuals who found themselves without claims, without sufficient employment
to provide a living, and without the means to support themselves in Dawson either turned

tail and returned from whence they came, or joined the throng rushing off to another
Eldorado.

*¥ Based on the 1901 manuscript census for the Yukon including 38 census districts for Dawson City
proper, Klondike City, South and West Dawson, and Moosehide Village.

* Based on Porsild’s “Master Index” developed from published and unpublished sources including archival
records (census and other official records), diaries, and other written accounts of individuals living in the
Klondike from 1898-1914.

*® Derived from entries in Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteers published from 1901 to 1912. They are indexed
in David A. Hales, et al, An Index to: Dawson City, Yukon Territory and Alaska Directory and Gazetteer,
Alaska-Yukon Directory and Gazetteer, and Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1901 -

1912 (Fairbanks: University of Alaska, Alaska and Polar Regions Department, Elmer E. Rasmuson
Library, September 1995).
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-- (Percent)

@ Professional / White
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lCo_mmercial
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M Unskilled Labor / Service

One would assume that most if not all of the 565 people who filed claims on Coal Creek
and Woodchopper Creek would consider themselves miners. In actuality mining
accounts for less than half as is illustrated by the following tables (n=219).*’

*” Occupations of those working claims in the Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek drainages were derived
from entries in Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteers published from 1901-1912. They are indexed in David A.
Hales, et al, An Index to: Dawson City, Yukon Territory and Alaska Directory and Gazetteer, Alaska-
Yukon Directory and Gazetteer, and Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1901-1912

(Fairbanks: University of Alaska, Alaska and Polar Regions Department, Elmer E. Rasmuson Library,
September 1995).
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Professional/White Collar Occupations Commercial Occupations
Advertising Solicitor 1 Bartender/Saloonkeeper 7
Attorney/Lawyer 1 Broker/Custom House Broker 1
Bookkeeper 1 Cigars/Confections” 1
Commissioner/Government Official 1 Clerk 9
Company President/Vice President 3 Coal/Lumber/Fuel |
Journalist 1 General Store/Agent/Manager” 9
Layman®’ 4 Hotel Manager/Lodgings 4
Physician | Manufacturer’s Agent |
Postal Inspector 1 Mill Man 1
Postmaster/Assistant Postmaster 3 Novelty Works l
Reporter 1 Restaurant 3
Publisher 2 Roadhouse 3
Secretary 2 Salesman 2
Stenographer | Total 42 (19.2%)
Treasurer 1
Total 24 (11.0%)

Skilled Trades Semi-Skilled Trades
Carpenter 3 Barber 3
Constable/Patrolman/Marshal 3 Boatman 1
Contractor | Carrier/Mail Carrier 3
Dredgeman l Livery 1
Driver 2 Miner/Mining 92
Electrician 3 Warehouseman 2
Engineer (not on a steamboat) 3 Warfinger 1
Foreman l Woodsman |
Freighter 3 Total 104 (47.5%)
Hoseman/Firefighter 1
Linotype Operator/Printer 4 Unskilled Labor and Services
Machine Operator ] Housekeeper |
Pipe Fitter | Laborer 9
Setter’’ 2 Laundry 2
Steamboat (Engineer, Pilot, Capt)** 3 Porter/Steward 2
Teamster l Servant 1
Tinner/Tinsmith I Total 15 (6.8%)
Total 34 (15.5%)

*% Although this is an accepted euphemism for prostitution in the Klondike, it is included here using a literal
definition of “selling cigars and confections.”

% This category includes individuals who reported owning their own store or working for a store. Also
included are those who worked for, or managed operations for the North American Transportation &
Trading Co. (NAT&T Co.) and the Northwest Transportation and Trading Company (NWT&T Co.).

" A “Layman” is one who has taken a lay on a claim. It refers to the financial arrangement between the
owner of the claim and the layman. A lay is defined as: a share of the profit; specifically in whaling and
sealing, the proportionate share of the profits of a voyage which each officer or member of the crew
receives. This term has been introduced into Alaska placer mining where it means a lease worked on
shares or a royalty.

*1 A setter is a saw filer or a helper who puts the “set” into saw blades when they are resharpened, generally
working in a saw mill. The “set” is the angle away from center that creates the kerf which in turn allows a
saw blade to cut without binding in the wood.

*2 This includes individuals working on the Casca, Canadian, Delta and the Monarch.
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Turning from a quantitative examination of the people on the creeks, let us now examine
who they were on a more personal basis.

THE LADIES OF THE CREEKS

Many people hold the misconception that mining 1s a man’s enterprise. Although the
vast majority of those who worked the creeks were male, a fairly substantial group of
women held claims either as co-claimants with male partners, or in some cases in their
own names. Of the 320 claimants 1dentified through claim location records, 24 were
women. Most of these were wives of men who also staked claims on the creeks. In some
cases, they were acquaintances or relatives of men who staked claims. In one case,
Bessie Currie, outlived her first husband, James H. Currie, later married Emil Olson and
continued to own and operate her claims into the mid-1930s.

These women were not strictly wives or housekeepers. There were professional women
on the creeks as well. Some managed hotels or restaurants, some operated roadhouses,
one even worked at a laundry in Skagway. Two appear to have been practicing the
world’s oldest profession in Dawson at the time they staked their claims.

These brief biographies offer the opportunity to peer into the world of women who held
claims on Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek before the dredges came.

BRENTLINGER, FLORA E.

Flora E. Brentlinger, along with her husband Fred Brentlinger, provide interesting
insights into the social history of the Yukon and the various Yukon-Alaskan gold rushes.
Fred Brentlinger missed the rush to the Klondike gold fields. Instead, he came north as
part of the Nome rush. In 1901, he appears in Polk’s Gazetteer as a miner in Nome
remaining there for two years. There is an eight-year hiatus until he again appears ir
claim records, in 1910, along with seven others staking a 160-acre placer claim on the
main channel of Coal Creek.”

* “Notice of Location, No. 347,” Circle Mining District, Locations -- Book 4 (1910-18), p. 135.

Brentlinger was accompanied by: L.C. Brentlinger (possible relative), J.P. Broadwater, A.M. Couchman,
T.A. Hanson, and W. (William) J. Julian.
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-~

At undated phowgraph  of  the Woodchopper

Roadhouse shows Flom Brentlinger with 1wo

untdentified men (eirea 1913-1926). The man on the Undated photograph of Flora
left fits the physical charactensucs of Frank Rossbach Brentlinger  (ciwca 1913-26)
who had clams on Mineral and Alice Creeks. Frank She and her husband Fred
Rossbach Collecnon, photos courtesy of Dietnch Brentlinger ran the
Rossbhach. Woodchopper Roadbouse unul

the carly 19304,

On July 29, 1911, the Brentlingers purchased a lot in Circle, on the northwest corner of
Front and “E™ Streets, from William H. McPhee.” Within four years, the Brentlingers
owned a number of lots in Circle, including the Tanana Hotel and Restaurant that they
operated in 1911-12.° They continued to become increasingly involved in the business
community in Circle with Fred Brentlinger serving as a notary public.™

Filing under the names of F.E. and Flora E. Brentlinger, she staked claims on Webber
Creek (1915)° and Grouse Creek (1916)™ a tributary of Woodchopper Creek. Her agent,
John Comell who also staked the adjacent claim in his own name, staked the Grouse
Creek claim.”” Her husband filed claims on Coal Creek beginning in December 1910
and continued filing claims on Woodchopper and Canbou Creeks through 1928,

" Deeds. Bills of Sale. Options 0 Purchase, Book 2 (1906-10), Microfilm No. 255, p- 490
" Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazenteer (1911-12), p. 139
" =Deed of Mining Claim.” L.M: Reynolds to Lee Pate. Deeds, Bills of Sale. Options to Purchase, Book 2,
{ 1906-10). Microfilm No. 255, p. 556-7
"“No. 6 Below Disc..” Circle District Locations, Book 4. 1910-1918, p. 374
" No. 2 on Grouse Creek.” Cirele District Locations. Book 4, 1910-1918, p. 454
T Seer Power of Artorney, Circle Mining Distnict, Book 2, 1900-1906, p. 192. Also, "Certificate of
Locatton of Placer Mining Claim: No. |, Grouse Creek”, Circle District Locations, Book 4, p. 453
" eGrear Unknown,” Circle District Locations. Book 4, 1910-1918, p. 135,
ity Association.” Circle District Locations, Book 5, 1918-1935_ p, 310
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Woadchopper Roadhounse, circa 1913-1926.  The woman in the
photograph is likely Flora Brentlinger with her husband Fred on the
right. It is uncertain who the other two men are. However. one may be
Frank Rossbach who had claims at Mineral Creek,  Frank Rosshach
Collection. photo courtesy of Dietrich Rossbach

For nearly the next two decades, the Brentlingers are actively staking claims on both Coal
Creek and Woodchopper Creek. Eventually moving from Circle, they took over the
Woodchopper Roadhouse, acquiring it from Valentine Smith who built it in the early
1900s. The Brentlingers passed it on to Jack and Kate Welsh following Fred's death in
the early 1930s.* From Woodchopper, Flora Brentlinger went to Manley Hot Springs
where she, along with C.M. “Tex" Browning. purchased the Manley Hot Springs farm
from Frank Manley. They retained the farm until 1950 when Bob Byers, operator of
Byers Airways bought it from them.*'

CHAMBERS, MARGARET

Margaret Chambers resided in San Francisco, California in 1905 when she granted a
power-of-attorney 10 Henry Melzer, of [ronton, Missouri, to stake mining claims on her

“ tieorge McGregor to Frank Rossbach, letter dated July 25, 1933
Y Jim Couch. “Tomorrow is for Hot Springs.” The Alaska Sporisman, October 1956: 37

I
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behalf in Alaska.** Eventually, Ms. Chambers moved to Dawson City where she worked
as a “servant.”®

It is interesting to note that recently several scholars have identified several euphemisms
used by census takers (and by similarity those compiling information for the R.L. Polk
Company in producing the Polk’s Gazetteers) for women working as prostitutes.
Numerous connections have been made to women listing their official occupations as:
dressmaker, housekeeper, and tobacconist, with those practicing the oldest profession.*
In addition, some women were able to work out good terms and conditions for
themselves in the employ of wealthy miners where they performed the duties of
housekeeper or servant.*” This being the case, it is highly probable that Ms. Chambers
was in fact a member of Dawson’s demimonde.

While in Dawson, she granted a second power-of-attorney to Mr. Otis Franklin Jenkins.*
Her ties to Coal Creek are through two claims filed on her behalf in 1905. Through her
power-of-attorney, Henry Melzer filed for a 20-acre claim called “No. 1 Above
Discovery” on the left fork of Iron Creek, a tributary of Woodchopper Creek on January
5, 1905.* On the same day, Melzer filed for the Discovery Claim on the same creek.
With the two adjacent claims, they essentially controlled twice the amount of placer
ground (40 acres) as he could as an individual (20 acres).

Later that year, on August 9, 1905, again through her power-of-attorney, Thomas L.
Newlands, filed a second claim for Ms. Chambers for the “Hillside No. 4 Above” on the
left fork of Colorado Creek, a tributary to Coal Creek.”® In a case similar to that with
Melzer, Newlands filed for the Discovery Claim on Tenderfoot Creek, a tributary to the
left fork of Colorado Creek.”' This gave Newlands and Chambers claims above the
mouth of Tenderfoot Creek and adjacent to the mouth of the creek.

DARLINGTON, MRS. HATTIE BELLE McEVOY

The Darlington’s presence on Coal Creek and Woodchopper started in July 1905 when
Robert H. Darlington filed for a one-half mile square homestead (160 acres) at the mouth
of Woodchopper. This property is located on the right bank of the creek, bounded by
Woodchopper Creek and the Yukon River.”® Because of the vagary of the description in
the location notice, it is difficult to identify exactly where the boundaries lie for this

* Power of Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 1, 1900-1906, p. 468.

Y Polk’s Alaska-Yulkon Gazetteer, 1901, p. 140 and Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer, 1902, p. 243.

% Charlene Porsild, Gamblers and Dreamers: Women, Men and Community in the Klondike (Vancouver:
University of British Columbia Press, 1998), 124 and Lael Morgan, Good Time Girls of the Alaska-Yukon
Gold Rush (Fairbanks AK: Epicenter Press, 1998).

7 Porsild, 129.

*® power of Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 2, 1909-1936, p. 91.

* “No. 1 Above Discovery,” Circle District Locations, Book 2, 1903-1906, p. 235.

% “Hillside No. 4 Above,” Circle District Locations, Book 2, 1903-1906, p. 294.

! “Discovery”, Circle District Locations, Book 2, 1903-1906, p. 282.

*% “Homestead Notice of Location,” Circle District Locations, Book 2, 1903-1906, p. 289.
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homestead. However, it is the only homestead filed at the mouth of the creek and as such
may well be for the property on which the Woodchopper Roadhouse sits.

Hattic and Robert Darlington nex? 1o their cabin on Boulder Creek (n.d.1
Samuel Downs Harvey collection, photo courtesy of Leona Beck.

In November of the same year, Robert Darlington filed a claim on the left hmit®™ of Rose
Creek, a tributary of Coal Creek.* The following year. he filed an additional claim for
No. | Above Discovery on Woodchopper Creek.”

Hattie Darlington was born Hattie Belle McEvoy on January 27, 1881 in Gray's Hollow.
Nova Scotia. She married Robert Darlington at the age of 26 on October 27, 1907 while
both of Qhem lived in Nova Scotia. After their marmage, the family lost track of the
couple.

Hattie Darlington 1s one of eight co-claimants for the Darlington Association Claim on
Coal Creek. The claim, filed on March 22, 1911, lists three Darlington family members
as well as Valentine Smith, William Culligan, W.P. Beaton. Nels Nelson and Chnist
Gableman as co-claimants,

“ The “limut” of a creek is the side of the creek when viewed lookmg downstream. Therefore, the “left
fimuit” of a creck 15 the lefl side when looking downstream.

““Left Lumit, Rose Creck,” Curcle District Locations, Book 2, 1903-1906, p 308

¥ “No. | Above,” Cucle District Locations, Book 2, 1903-1906, p. 382

* Personal commumeation from Connie R, Bnuan, Monroe, Utah, June 17, 2002,
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DIETZ, MINNIE

Minnie Dietz and her husband Christ’’ Dietz are two of eight co-claimants in the Birch
Bench Association claim on the left bench of Coal Creek. The association's agent, Jesse
U. Powers who actively prospected and mined on Woodchopper Creek, filed the claim.
In 1909, when Powers filed the power-of-attorney, Minnie and Christ were living in
Tenino, Washington.® Also listed as co-claimants are: C.S. Vanderslice, E.M.
Gallagher, Alex. Patterson, Ed Grignon, Eugene Powers, W.W. Powers and Christ Dietz.
It is assumed that Minnie and Christ Dietz are husband and wife.”> Although Ed Grignon
and Jesse U. Powers were long time prospectors along the upper Yukon River, this is the
only claim record in either of the Dietz’ name.*

FINLAYSON, KATIE

Canadian records indicate that Ms. Finlayson came north on July 20, 1900 when the
Northwest Mounted Police (NWMP) recorded her crossing Chilkoot Pass and entering
the Yukon Territory. She traveled down the Yukon River accompanying scows Nos. 488
and 489 arriving in Dawson City.*' Two placer mining claims are recorded in the name
of “K. Finlayson” in the Klondike, the first in 1900-01% and the second in 1902.%’

Frank Finlayson and his partner O.S. Clark staked the “No. 4 on Alice Creek” on July 28,
1905.** Five years later, Katie Finlayson enters the picture when her name appears with
three other co-claimants (Frank. L. Finlayson, Frank Jewett and C. Finlayson) on the
“Anaconda” and “Boomerang” claims on Woodchopper.”> On the same day, July 19,
1910, Frank Finlayson filed for an associated 100-acre claim with four others (J.M.
Pompal, Louise Pompal, C. Finlayson and Frank Jewett).®® It is interesting to note that
for some unknown reason, Katie Finlayson’s name is not among the co-claimants. After
the claims were filed in 1910, Finlayson’s name no longer appears in historical records
leading one to assume that they left the country.

>” The historic record is unclear if this is an abbreviation for Christian or Christopher. In either case, it
always appears in the records with a period at the end indicating an abbreviation.
> Power of Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 2, 1909-1936, pp 27-28.
* “Birch Bench Association,” Circle District Locations, Book 4, 1910-1918, p. 45.
° Ed Grignon is listed as an early miner at Fortymile. Jesse U. Powers also have been at the camp in the
years prior to the Klondike stampede. See: Michael Gates, Gold at Fortymile Creek: Early Days on the
Yukon (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1994), 158 and 164.
*! “NWMP Records at Chilkoot,” in Filson’s Pan for Gold databases on the World Wide Web at
http://www.gold-rush.org/ghost-07.htm.
*2 Claim No. 29079, recorded in “Placer Mining Applications, Vol. 1,” in Filson’s Pan for Gold databases
on the World Wide Web at http://www.gold_rush.org/ghost-07 htm.
** Claim No. 40862, recorded in “Placer Mining Applications, Vol. 1,” in Filson’s Pan for Gold databases
on the World Wide Web at http://www.gold_rush.org/ghost-07.htm.

“No. 4 on Alice Creek,” Circle District Locations, Book 2, p. 292.
ZZ “Notice of Placer Location, No. 155 and 156,” Circle District Locations, Book 4, pp 56-57.

“Notice of Placer Location, No. 157, Circle District Locations, Book 4, p. 58.
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GREATHOUSE, JENNIE

Jenny Greathouse falls into the category of people who had claims filed in their name and
did not come to Alaska to work them. She signed a power-of-attorney over to her step-
brother, Frank Slaven, 1o file claims on her behalf. She held part of an associated claim,
called the Golden Eagle Bench Claim, on Coal Creek as a co-claimant with Slaven and
six other undividuals.”” Two different documents proving this were filed with the Circle
Mining District recorder in 1935. The first, filed by Frank Slaven on August 16, 1935,
shows her hiving in Santa Cruz, California. The second, filed by anomey L.V, Ray, who
worked with Emest N. Patty for Gold Placers, Inc,, was filed on September 3, 1935 and
reports Douglas, Arizona as her residence.™

Jack Slaven (lefl), Jenny Slaven Greathouse
(cemter) and Emma Slaven tsested).  Frank
Slaven held powers-of-anomey for all three
of his family members, Photo courtesy of
Sherrie Harrison,

LEWIS, MARY L.

*aNotice of Location No. 1464, and “Notice ol Location No. 2029, Lirele Thstnict Locations, Book 6,
1935-194 1, pp38 and 164
™ Power of Attomey, Cucle Mining District, Book 2, 1909-1936, pp 508 and £11
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In checking the records for the Circle Mining District, one finds that on August 6, 1910,
four individuals: Wallace Chandler, Mary L. Lewis (by her attorney-in-fact Wallace W.
Chandler), John Lauchurt and William H. Carpenter (by his attorney-in-fact John
Lauchurt) filed for an associated 640 acres of coal lands. The associated claim was
comprised of four individual claims of 160 acres each: the Black Diamond, the Ruby, the
Enterprise and the Jumbo.*” Mary Lewis and her partners represent those who came to
the North seeking gold and fortune only to find that upon arriving in Dawson City the
surrounding areas were already staked. Like many others, they were forced into wage
paying jobs to survive and yet remained in the country for many years.

Of the four, Chandler arrived in the Yukon in mid-March 1900 when the Northwest
Mounted Police at Chilkoot enumerated him.”® By 1907, he was working as a clerk at the
Floradora Hotel”' in Dawson City, a position he continued to hold through 1910 when
they staked their claims on Snare Creek.”” William H. Carpenter also worked at the
Floradora Hotel in Dawson City in 1910.” In Carpenter’s case, he performed the duties
of a porter.

Mary Lewis, on the other hand, enters the Dawson scene in 1905 when Polk’s Alaska-
Yukon Gazetteer lists her as a resident but provides neither an address nor occupation.”
Four years later, in 1909, her occupation is noted as selling “cigars”, then in 1912, it
shows she is selling “cigars and confections.””

In her autobiography, Martha Black describes three different groups of women living and
working in the Klondike. They were, according to Black:

members of the oldest profession in the world, who ever follow armies
and gold rushes; dance hall and variety girls, whose business was to
entertain and be dancing partners; and a few others, wives with unbounded
faith in and love for their mates, or the odd person like myself on a special
mission.’®

Historians Lael Morgan and Charlene Porsild recently published histories of prostitution
in the North.”” While Morgan’s book, Good Time Girls, focuses mainly on biographies

% “Notice of Coal Land Location, No. 170,” Circle District Locations, Book 4, pp 62-63.

" Filson’s, “NWMP Records at Chilkoot: Checkpoints Listing People Who Entered the Yukon.”

m According to Lael Morgan, the Floradora was described as a “marvel of opulence, hung with seven-foot-
high oil paintings of nudes in tremendous guilt frames, which had been packed on men’s backs over the
trail in the early days.” (Morgan, Good Time Girls of the Alaska-Yukon Gold Rush (Fairbanks AK:
Epicenter Press, 1998), 70.)

2 Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1907), 552 and (1909-10), 534.

3 polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1909-10), 534.

" polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1905), 463.

5 polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1909-10), 548 and (1911-12), 572.

76 Martha Louise Black, My Ninety Years (Edmonds, WA: Alaska Northwest Publishing, 1980), 47.

" Lael Morgan, Good Time Girls of the Alaska-Yukon Gold Rush (Fairbanks AK: Epicenter Press, 1998);
and Charlene Porsild, Gamblers and Dreamers: Women, Men, and Community in the Klondike
(Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 1998).
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of a number of “sporting girls”, Porsild’s, Gamblers and Dreamers: Women, Men, and
Community in the Klondike, undertakes a demographic community study of Dawson and
the Yukon. Prostitutes were right on the heels of men seeking their fortunes in the gold
fields. In the end, they were mining the miners for their gold.

Dawson provides an interesting study of prostitution and the evolution of community
“values.” Initially, prostitutes plied their trade from tents and other makeshift shelters.
Eventually they became increasingly entrenched operating alongside or in conjunction
with saloons and dancehalls. These in turn were intermixcd between grocers, banks and
assay offices along the main streets. Following a disastrous fire in 1899, Dawson
authorities traced its origin to a prostitute’s hotel room. They also seized upon the
opportunity to move the red-light district further from the center of town. They required
all “sporting girls” to relocate to Fourth and Fifth Avenues. As the community continued
to grow and stabilize following the mass exodus of argonauts to the beaches at Nome, in
1901 the red light district moved again, this time to a swampy lowland across the
Klondike River called “Lousetown.” ”®

The NWMP and Dawson authorities found that, trying to force prostitution out of a
community only moved it underground. Soon complaints were made of prostitutes and
pimps moving back into the town. Instead of having brothels operating openly, they were
resurfacing in the guise of cigar stores, candy stores and laundries.” As had previously
been the case with “cleaning up” sex crimes, authorities made a minimal show of force.
When others noticed the lack of prosecuting those moving back into the community, they
soon joined the migration.

By 1907, what had previously been enforcement by benign neglect became much more
vigorous with pressure coming from the federal government in Ottawa. The Floradora
was one of the very few dancehalls still operating. With greatly reduced business, the
hotel employed approximately 15 women, without a liquor license.*

In 1911, the superintendent of police reported to the commissioner of the Yukon that
there were still some women 1n town who, “under the guise of dress-makers and keepers
of cigar stores are said to be carrying on prostitution, but they are quiet, make no display
on the streets, and except by reputation no one knows to what class they belong.”®’

Ms. Lewis represents the Dawson City demimonde, a part of a rather stratified order
within the “entertainment” community. Unlike Ms. Black, she fell into the category of

’® Charlene Porsild, Gamblers and Dreamers: Women, Men, and Community in the Klondike (Vancouver:

University of British Columbia Press, 1998), 104.

™ Charlene Porsild, Gamblers and Dreamers: Women, Men, and Community in the Klondike (Vancouver:

University of British Columbia Press, 1998), 105.

* Porsild points out that the NWMP were keeping a close eye on the “Flora Dora” at the time but reported

that they could find no evidence of an illicit liquor trade being conducted (Porsild, 112). Shortly afterward,
the Floradora’s name was changed to the Hotel Royal Alexandra. W.W. Chandler continued to work there

as a clerk through 1912. (Lael Morgan, Good Time Girls of the Alaska-Yukon Gold Rush (Fairbanks AK:
Epicenter Press, 1998), 70.
" Porsild, 112.
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‘members of the oldest profession in the world.” She in effect was a prostitute who
operated her “cigar and candy” store right in the heart of the city on First Avenue.*

MONGRAIN, LUCY

Like many of the claimants in the records for Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek, Lucy
Mongrain appears only once. Her attorney-in-fact, Charles E. Mongrain filed a 20-acre
claim location for "Bench No. 2 Coal Creek"”, on May 1, 1907.% Over the two previous
years, Mr. Mongrain had also located claims “No. 4 on the Left Fork of Colorado Creek”
(1905)** and “Bench No. 1 Above Boulder Creek” (1906).*’

Charles E. Mongrain left Dawson in 1903 bound for Coal Creek in Alaska.*® In 1907 he
was living in Circle listing his occupation as “miner.”®’ Following 1910, he returned to
the Klondike staking several more claims through the early 1920s.®®  There is no
indication of when, or if, he left the country. It appears that Mrs. Mongrain did not
accompany him to the Northland.

MURPHY, MRS. FRANK J.

Frank J. Murphy registered scow No. 1672 with the NWMPs at Lake Bennett on May 28,
1898.% Shortly thereafter, he filed locations for placer claims in the Klondike.” It
appears that Murphy was not successful at his mining ventures. By 1905, he had taken a
position as the manager of the Northwestern Trading & Transportation Company
(NWT&T Co) on Bonanza Creek outside of Dawson.”’ Two years later he moved to the
North American Transportation Trading Company (NAT&T Co.) in Dawson where he
worked as a salesman.”> Moving up in the company, he was clerk in 1909-10"° and
finally deputy manager of the Dawson operations in 1911-12.”

82 In Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer, Ms. Lewis’ address is given as 217 1st Avenue in Dawson. Polk’s
Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer,(1911-12), 421.

83 «“Notice of Location, No. 160,” Circle District Locations, Book 3, p. 66.

8 “Notice of Location, No. 371,” Circle District Locations, Book 2, p. 270.

%5 «“Notice of Placer Location, No. 765,” Circle District Locations, Book 2, p. 339.

8 Mongrain, Chas. E., “Clary Craig, Post Office Worker List of People Dying or Leaving [the] Klondike”,
in Filson’s Pan for Gold databases on the World Wide Web at http://www.gold-rush.org/ghost-07.htm.

87 Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1907), 153.

8% Mongrain, Chas. E., “Placer Mining Applications, Vol. 2 and 3,” in Filson’s Pan for Gold databases on
the World Wide Web at http://www.gold-rush.org/ghost-07.htm.

% Murphy, F.J., “NWMP Records at Lake Bennett: People Who Entered the Yukon Via Boats,” in Filson’s
Pan for Gold databases on the World Wide Web at http://www.gold-rush.org/ghost-07.htm.

 Murphy, F., Claim Nos. 10315, 90580, 97081, “Placer Mining Applications, Vol. 2,” in Filson’s Pan for
Gold databases on the World Wide Web at http://www.gold-rush.org/ghost-07.htm.

' Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1905), 431.

2 polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1907), 571.

% Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1909-10), 552.

% Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1911-12), 577.
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It appears that the Murphys confined their livelihood to Dawson. However, they, like
many other Dawson businessmen were involved with claims on Coal Creek and
Woodchopper Creek. On October 20, 1910, claim notices list Mr. and Mrs. Murphy,
along with N.J. Donnihaugh, Alex Campwell, B.J. Rise, Urnie Parsens, M.C Hagerdy and
L. Darlington as co-claimants on two 160-acre claims on the left limit of Coal Creek.
The claims were located on September 22, 1910 and October 3, 1910 respectively.
However, none of the co-claimants filed the location notices. This honor goes to J.D.
Dyke, their attorney-in-fact.”

These are the only claims in either Murphy’s name. Given the business and managerial
nature of Frank Murphy’s occupation, it would be safe to deduce that the eight co-
claimants were grubstaking Mr. Dyke’s prospecting. As is the case later described with
Frank Slaven and the Dawson Daily News group who grubstaked his efforts.

OLSEN, BESSIE CURRIE
Bessie Currie Olsen’® was one of the people who came early and stayed late on the
creeks. She and her first husband, James H. Currie, staked their first claims in September
1904 on Iron Creek, a tributary of Woodchopper Creek. Over the next several years she
staked additional claims on Mineral Creek (1904), Alice Creek (1905), another on
Mineral Creek (1906) and one on Woodchopper Creek proper (1906). Following the
death of Gus Abramson in 1931, Bessie Olsen bought his claims from his estate.”’ In
1935, she staked yet another claim, “No. 2 Below Kodiak,” on Woodchopper Creek.

During the 1930s, it is not entirely clear if she was at her claims or simply hiring others to
work them for her. George McGregor, writing to his former partner Frank Rossbach in
1933, comments that “There is a fellow up here now that [Mrs. Olsen] sent up.””®
Whether she was at the claims or not, Mrs. Olsen is among the group of sourdoughs that
staked claims and stayed with them for almost three decades.

PATTY, KATHRYN S. (ALSO PATTY, MRS. E.N.)

Kathryn Patty is the wife of Dr. Ernest Patty. She sgent summers at the camps during the
early years that it operated before World War I1.”° Historical records list her as the
claimant for a number of claims on Coal Creek, Woodchopper Creek and Weber Creek.
The name listed on the claim notices varies from Kathryn S. Patty to Mrs. E.N. Patty.

” “Location Notices No. 297 and No. 297,” Circle Recording District, Book 4, p. 124.

*® There are two variations that appear throughout the records for this individual. The first is spelled
“Olsen” and the second is spelled “Oleson.” It is unclear which is the correct, if either.

77 George McGregor to Frank Rossbach, July 25, 1933.

* George McGregor to Frank Rossbach, July 25, 1933.

* Dale Patty, “The Patty Family at Coal Creek,” presented before the Eagle Historical Society, July 18,
1998.
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PAUL, LUCILE C.

Lucile C. Paul was the second of three daughters of Alexander Duncan and Blanche
McRae. The McRae family figured very prominently in both the financial backing of the
two dredging companies as well as being named claimants in work done in anticipation
of expanding the operations in later years.
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POMPAL, LOUISE

In July 1910, Louise Pompal, along with her husband Joseph M. Pompal, were co-
claimants in a 100 acre associated claim on Woodchopper Creek, two and one half miles
above Caribou Creek.'”” Mr. Pompal was also a co-claimant in a second 80-acre
associated claim on Woodchopper Creek, one half mile above Mineral Creek.'"”! The
reason why Mrs. Pompal is not included in the second claim is not clear from the records.
In August of 1910, Joseph Pompal granted his power-of-attorney to William J. Julian of
Dawson. At the time, Pompal listed his residence as “District of Alaska.”'%

ROLAND, ANNA

Anna Roland’s name enters the picture in 1908 when James Roland, serving as her
attorney-in-fact, files for the Discovery Claim on Deer Creek, a tributary of left fork of
Colorado Creek in the Coal Creek drainage.'” This is Anna’s only recorded claim. Like
many other women appearing in claim records, there is no information showing that she
ever came to Alaska.

ROLAND, LILLA

Lilla Roland’s name appears in claim records for Ida Creek, a tributary of the left fork of
Colorado Creek. On June 19, 1905, her attorney-in-fact, Joe Williams filed a claim with
the Circle District Recorder for 20 acres of placer ground called “No. 2 Above Discovery
on Ida Creek.”'™

On the same day, Williams, again acting as the attorney-in-fact, filed claims for James A.
Roland and Harry Roland for the “No. 1 Above Discovery on Rose Creek” and the “No.
6 Above Discovery” on Colorado Creek.'®

Of the three individuals, only James appears in any record as having actually been in
Alaska and the Yukon. The first mention of him comes in the late 1890s when records
list him as a claimant in the Klondike.'"” By 1907, James had moved to Circle where he
worked supplying fuel to the community and surrounding camps.'”” He remained in
Circle for the next five years returning to his former occupation as a miner.'®

199 «Notice of Placer Location, No. 157,” Circle Recording District, Locations, Book 4, p. 58.
191 «Notice of Placer Locations, No. 156,” Circle Recording District, Locations, Book 4, p. 57.
192 power of Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 2, 1909-1936, p. 60.
193 «“Notice of Placer Locations, No. 38,” Circle Recording District, Locations, Book 3, pg. 207.
:g: ‘I‘II)\.Igtice of Placer Locations, No. 581,” Circle Recording District, Locations, Book 2, pg. 273.
id.
1% Claim Nos. 237, 996, and 11423, recorded in “Placer Mining Applications, Vol. 2 and 3,” in Filson’s
Pan for Gold databases on the World Wide Web at http://www.gold_rush.org/ghost-07.htm.
"7 Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1907), 153.
' Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1909-10), 135; and (1911-12), 140.
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SELIGMAN, MARGARET MCRAE

One of General Alexander Duncan (A.D.) McRae's three daughters. She married New
York financier Walter Seligman who owned 500 shares of Gold Placers Inc. and Alluvial
Golds Inc. stock.'” According to Glen Franklin, Gold Placers, Inc. accountant, Mrs.
Seligman spent very little time on the creeks and making only a few trips to the camps.’ 10

SLAVEN, EMMA

Frank Slaven filed a number of claims by using powers-of-attorney from his family, as in
the case of Jenny Greathouse. Emma Slaven was Frank’s step-mother and Jenny’s
mother (see photo on page 26). On August 16, 1935, she granted her power-of-attorney
to Frank Slaven.!!! At the time, she, along with Flora Slaven,''” J.C. Slaven'" and
Jennie (Slaven) Greathouse!' lived in Santa Cruz, California. No claims were located in
her name on either Coal Creek or Woodchopper Creek; however, Slaven did file claims
through these powers-of-attorney in the Ben and Sam Creek drainages.

TOUPAIN, CARRIE

Carrie Toupain and her husband George F. Toupain were among those who came to Coal
Creek and Woodchopper Creek by way of Dawson in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Clary Craig, the Dawson post office worker who maintained detailed
records on when people left Dawson bound for other places, lists Carme Toupain as
leaving for Circle on August 30, 1900.""> Her husband, George apparently made the
move with her since he granted a power-of-attorney to J.E. Kinalley listing his residence
as Circle City, Alaska on November 12,1901.'"

Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer lists George Toupain living in Dawson and working as a
miner in 1901 and 1902.""7 In 1904, George grants a second power-of-attorney to Alfred

'% The historical record is unclear if Seligman and Margaret were married first and then he joined the
company or if he was part of the company then married McRae's daughter. The two eventually divorced
after which Seligman continued to hold his 500 shares of Alluvial Golds, Inc. stock until 1974 when he
received $45,000.00 from the company to liquidate his assets.

"9 Glen Franklin interview.

"1 power-of-Attomney, Circle Mining District, Book 2, 1909-1936, p. 507.

"2 power-of-Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 2, 1909-1936, p. 571.

''3 John C. Slaven is Frank Slaven’s brother. Power-of-Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 2, 1909-
1936, p. 572.

"4 power-of-Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 2, 1909-1936, p. 508.

15 Toupain, Carrie in “Clary Craig, Post Office Worker List of People Dying or Leaving [the] Klondike”,
in Filson’s Pan for Gold databases on the World Wide Web at http://www.gold-rush.org/ghost-07.htm.
"¢ power-of-Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 1, 1900-06, p. 215.

"7 polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1901), 406; and (1902), 413.
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Johnson of Circle to stake mining claims on his behalf.''® Three years later, the couple
lived in Circle where they operated a saloon and restaurant business.'"”

The year 1905 represents a minor rush in claim staking on Coal Creek and Woodchopper
Creek when a total of 95 different claims were staked (representing almost 17% of the
total claims staked on the two creeks. This is the highest number of claims staked on the
creeks from 1901 through 1949 (n=565) (See Appendix II). The Toupains are part of
this rush of individuals moving from Dawson to Circle with claims staked in their names
along the way. Although neither Carrie nor George located claims in their own names,
on June 9, 1905, Frank Sawyer located the “No. 10 Above Discovery” on Rose Creek in
the name of George F. Toupain.'”® On the same day, he located the No. 3 Above
[Discovery]” also on Rose Creek in the name of Carrie Toupain.12 !

WELCH, MRS. JACK (KATE)

Following the death of Fred Brentlinger, his wife Flora sold the Woodchopper
Roadhouse to Jack and Kate Welsh. The two must have made an interesting couple.
According to George McGregor in writing to his former partner, Frank Rossbach: “A
fellow by name of Jack Welch and his wife runs the roadhouse now, or at least she runs
it, she is certainly the boss. Welch himself is a pretty good fellow. But different with
her. She also has the post office.”'*?

Ermest Patty, who later managed the dredging operations on the two creeks described
Jack as having a “rawboned frame, his swarthy face, and the cast in one eye which gave
him a menacing look [that] would have made an excellent movie heavy.” Mrs. Welch on
the other hand was ““a small, hard-working woman, very proud of J ack.”'?

The story of Jack and Kate is a very touching one that stands out in the annals of Yukon-
Klondike history. Like many of those living along the extended community that
accounted for almost 250 miles stretching between Dawson City and Circle, Jack was
active in businesses on several fronts. On one, he and his wife ran the Woodchopper
Roadhouse where travelers could get a decent meal and place to sleep. On the other, Jack
held the winter mail contract between Woodchopper and Eagle. He would run his team
of huskies through the roughest weather to see that the mail got through. Kate served the
tiny community of about a dozen trappers and prospectors at Woodchopper as the
postmistress from 1932 to 1936 when it was moved to the camp at Coal Creek. It appears
however that she was a little over zealous in finding out the local news. When McGregor
wrote to Rossbach, he gave fair warning that if “you write to me again and have any
sealing wax handy please seal the letter with it.””'**

18 Power-of-Attorney, Circle Mining District Recorder, Book 1, 1900-06, p. 466.

"> Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1905), 130.

0 “No. 10 Above Discovery,” Location Notice #611, Circle District Locations, Book 2, 1903-06, p. 280.
2! “No. 3 Above Discovery,” Location Notice #611, Circle District Locations, Book 2, 1903-06, p. 281.
122 George McGregor to Frank Rossbach, letter dated July 25, 1933.

> Ernest N. Patty, North Country Challenge (New York: David McKay Company, Inc., 1969), 144-5.
'?* George McGregor to Frank Rossbach, letter dated July 25, 1933.
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It is unclear just how many years the Welchs had spent in the North Country. No record
has been located for when they arrived. Eventually the isolation and old age possibly
combined with Jack’s apparent problem with alcohol'® began to take their toll. By the
late 1930s, airplanes were replacing dog teams for carrying mail and Jack lost the
contract. During the early years that the dredges operated on Coal Creek and
Woodchopper, Patty would hired Welch for emergency trips with his boats but they saw
Jack less frequently as time went on.'*® After World War II broke out, most of the people
living along the Yukon moved to Fairbanks taking advantage of the high paying jobs
afforded by military contracts. The Welchs stayed on at the roadhouse.

Spring on the Yukon can be an exciting time. As the ice begins to break up and move out
it frequently jams in the narrower sections of the drainage. This was the case one spring
when a huge dam piled up in Woodchopper Canyon, five miles below Coal Creek.
Emest Patty, who along with Jim McDonald from the Alluvial Golds Inc. camp, spent the
night in a cabin located at the mouth of Coal Creek, described the break up as:

At about three o’clock in the morning, loud crashing sounds woke us up
and we jumped out of bed. The river had gone wild with the crushing
force of the breakup. Normally the Yukon, at this point, is less than a
quarter-mile wide. While we slept, the water level had risen fifteen feet.
Rushing, swirling ice cakes were flooding the lowland on the opposite
bank, crushing the forest of spruce and birch like a giant bulldozer.
Before long ice cakes were being rafted up Coal Creek and dumped near
our cabin.

Then at the same moment we both turned and look at each other. The
rapid nise of the river could only come from a gigantic ice dam in
Woodchopper Canyon, some five miles downstream. Jack Welsh and his
wife lived in that canyon. Their cabin must be flooded and probably it had
been swept away. There is no way of knowing if they had been warned in
time to reach the nearest hill, half a mile from their cabin. No outside help
could possibly get to them now.'?’

As it turned out, the howling of their dogs awakened the Welchs. They found ice water
covering the floor of the roadhouse. Jack ran outside and cut the dogs loose allowing
them to reach higher ground on their own. Some made it. Some did not. Jack returned
with his boat intending to take his wife and make a run for higher ground himself. At
that point, the bottom floor of the roadhouse was under water and the second floor
already awash. As huge cakes of ice slammed against the outside walls, Welch tied the

122 USGS Geologist J.B. Mertie recorded the following in his 1936 field notebook: “Monday, Aug 3, 1935
-- From Woodchopper camp, walk to Woodchopper. Stay there in afternoon, because Jack Welch, whom I
wanted to take me to Circle, was drunk, and unfit to operate his gas boat.” (J.B. Mertic, USGS Field
Notebook (1925), pg 68.) There are a number of other entries noting Welch being unable to operate his
boats due to his drunken condition.

126 North Country Challenge, 145-6.

127 North Country Challenge, 145-46.
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boat to a second story window deciding that it would be better to stay with the cabin until
the very last moment because the ice could crush his boat. Jack used a pole in an attempt
to deflect ice cakes from hitting the cabin.'**

As they waited, the water and ice continued to rise higher and higher until it finally
stopped and slowly began to drop. This meant the ice dam was beginning to break. Now
the ice cakes were coming with increased frequency and force. In the end, both the
roadhouse and the Welchs survived. Years later, Ernest Patty noted that “perhaps it
would have been more merciful if they had been swept away.”

The terror these two elderly people experienced left deep scars. Neither fully recovered
from this night of rising floodwaters and crashing ice. Consequently, Mrs. Welch became
bedridden. As time passed, people began to comment that Jack was “getting strange.”'*”

One frantic night, Jack had a nightmare that the German Army was marching down the
ice of the frozen Yukon. He awoke in a cold sweat, trembling. Babbling like a child, he
asked his wife, “If they come, will you protect me?”"*°

Later in the night, he grew silent and she thought he had dropped off to sleep again.
Once again she heard his voice as he said “I know what’s wrong. I’m losing my mind.
I’m better off dead. 1 am going to shoot myself.”” He rose out of bed and despite his
wife’s pleas; he dressed, took his rifle and walked outside. A few minutes later he came
back in and laid down on the bed reporting “I can’t do it. 1 lost my nerve.” About an
hour later, he got out of bed again announcing that he “got my nerve back.”

As he left the cabin, Mrs. Welch forced her crippled body out of bed and began dressing
when she heard a shot. Jack stumbled back inside. He had shot himself in the side, but
the bullet had missed his heart. She helped him into the bed, took the rifle so he could
not make another attempt. With the aid of two canes hobbled two miles over a winter
trail to the cabin of their nearest neighbor, George McGregor.

McGregor hitched up his dogs, placing Mrs. Welch in the sled they returned to help Jack.
After giving him first aid, McGregor loaded Jack into the sled making a run up
Woodchopper Creek to the mining camp where the winter watchman sent a radio

message to Fairbanks. Several hours later a plane arrived and took Jack to the hospital in
Fairbanks.

Within a month Jack was up and around again. Nevertheless, the shock was too much for

Mrs. Welch. She lingered on for a short time after Jack left the hospital until her tired,
old heart finally gave out.

After his wife’s death, Jack refused to accept it. He did not attend the funeral, clinging to
the idea that she was waiting for him at the roadhouse. When he did not find her there,

128 The story of the flood is taken in it’s entirety from North Country Challenge, 146-49.
' North Country Challenge, 147.
3% North Country Challenge, 148.
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he went to the dred%e camp asking the men if they had seen her, insisting that she was
“hiding from me.”"

Patty tried explaining the situation but could not reach Jack. After he left, they radioed
the U.S. Marshal’s office in Fairbanks requesting that they come and take him to the
hospital.

The next day both Jack and his boat had disappeared.

Over the next few weeks, word started trickling back from villages along the lower
Yukon of a mysterious elderly white man sitting in a small boat drifting down the river.
Passing boats tried hailing him with no response. Finally, reports came from some
Natives hunting on the Yukon delta of a man standing in a boat, shielding his eyes
against the harsh western sun, looking out to sea. Jack and his boat floated out into the
Bering Sea. They were never seen again. >

After Mrs. Welch's death and Jack's disappearance, the Woodchopper Roadhouse was left
to the elements. Presently it lies in ruins, the roof caved and the upper story fallen in.
Every several years the low-lying area on which it stands is flooded as the Yukon River
goes through its annual breakup.

The Gentlemen of the Creeks

MARTIN ADAMIK

According to the 1920 US Census, Martin Adamik">® was born in Hungary in 1879. He
immigrated to the United States in 1906. People who knew Adamik refer to him with
one simple adjective, “gentleman.”"*

Like many of the early miners on Coal Creek and Woodchopper, Adamik located claims
in both drainages. However, his main activities focused on Coal Creek along Boulder
and Colorado Creeks (tributaries approximately 4 1/2 and 7 miles respectively up Coal
Creek from its confluence with the Yukon River). In addition, he held claims on several
small tributaries of these. His residence cabin is located at the mouth on Boulder Creek.
It remains standing. Two claimants inhabit it seasonally today."”

B North Country Challenge, 149.

132 North Country Challenge, 149.

13 Martin Adamik’s name appears throughout the records with a number of spelling variations including:
Adamik, Adamick and Adamvik. For consistency, it is spelled in this document with the most common
variation, and that which appears in the payroll records for Gold Placers, Inc. (1936). These records are
located in the Stanton Patty Collection, Emest and Kathryn Patty Division, at the University of Alaska —
Fairbanks, Elmer E. Rasmusson Library.

134 Dale Patty, interview, July 19, 1998; and Glen Franklin, interview, January 12, 1999.

135 Frank Hall (of Juneau) and his son Mallie (of Eagle River) currently hold the ground occupied by
Adamik’s lowest claims.
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It is uncertain when Adamik arrived in the country along the upper Yukon. The first
record of his activities comes in 1910 when he, George W. Powers and G. Petrina filed an
association claim for sixty acres of placer mining ground on an un-named tributary of
Coal Creek. The group named them the “Sun Rise Claims.” '>° Four years later, on
October 5, 1914, Adamik located an individual claim for twenty acres on Woodchopper
Creek that he named simply “Martins” claim.””’ In 1915 and 1916, Adamik filed for two
additional claims, one on Rose Creek, a tributary of the left fork of Colorado Creek, and
the second on Boulder Creek.'”®

Ten years later, on September 7, 1927, Adamik filed a “Notice of Grouping” with the
Circle Mining District recorder. With this, he claimed ownership of the following
claims: “No. 1 Smiths on Coal Creek,” “Boulder Association,” ‘“Number One on
Boulder,” “Number One on Big Boulder,” and the “No. 1 Bench on Coal Creek.”
Although records do not show how he accumulated these claims, under the mining laws
at the time, he was able to consolidate them into a single group specifying that “all
assessment work may be performed at a point or points on any of said claims if in the
Judgment of the undersigned said work will inure to and be for the benefit of all of said
claims as a whole.”"”” In other words, he was able to do assessment work on any or all of
the claims at the same time maintaining the validity of all the claims.

By the mid-1930s, people described Adamik as an old man. Most likely because at the
age of roughly 56, his chosen course in life had weathered him considerably.'*® To a
young boy like Dale Patty, he must have seemed ancient. In addition, living alone in his
little cabin made him seem even more exciting. Patty describes him as “a total loner”
with one very distinguishable characteristic; he talked “like a machine gun. When you
came to his house, he’d talk to you all day long, like a machine gun.”141

As a young boy, growing up at the mining camp, Patty made it a point to visit Martin
three or four times a year. In describing one such visit, he notes that:

You walked in that [cabin], he was usually lying in bed or sitting in a chair
[with] a beautiful garden outs back, immaculate. Weeded and so forth.
And he had a little sluice box about 500 yards up that valley there. He
would use it to get just a little bit of gold to buy what he needed and the
rest of it was either by a moose or by the garden. You walked into his

%% «“Sun Rise,” Location Notice Number 70, Circle District, Book 4 -- Locations, 1910-1918, page 26.

137 “Martins,” Location Notice Number 545, Circle District, Book 4 -- Locations, 1910-1918, page 363.

138 «No. 2 Above Discovery,” Location Notice Number 758, Circle District, Book 4 -- Locations, 1910-18,
page 398 and “No. 1 Above Boulder Association,” Location Notice Number 943, Circle District, Book 4 --
Locations, 1910-1918, page 434.

1% “Notice of Grouping,” Location Notice Number 214, Circle District, Book 5 -- Locations, 1918-1935,
page 281.

'* Glen Franklin, interview, January 12, 1999.

! Dale Patty, interview, July 19, 1998.
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house and he had this thick, thick Austrian accent. And the machine gun
would take off.'*

While Patty describes it as a thick Austrian accent, Glen Franklin, the accountant and
bookkeeper for Gold Placers Inc. and Alluvial Golds Inc. explained that Adamik learned
to speak English by reading Shakespeare. Because of this, his speech always had a slight
Shakespearean twist to it, in addition to the thick Germanic accent.'®

During the time he worked for Gold Placers Inc, Franklin and his wife would
occasionally walk over to Adamik’s cabin in the evening spending time visiting. One
fall, when the company closed up the camp for the winter, they took a small radio over to
the lonely little cabin to keep Adamik company over the long, cold winter. At first,
Adamik tried to tell them that he did not need it. He eventually relented and said his
good-byes to the couple, who just happened to have ordered a new battery because they
knew they would be leaving it with Martin for the winter.'**

The following spring, when they returned to Coal Creek for the new mining season,
Franklin dropped in on Adamik to see how he had faired the winter. Much to his
surprise, Adamik was jubilant and bubbling with excitement about “the man talking in
the box.” Adamik shared his disappointment however because even though he tried
talking to him, the “little man never answered” back.

The few people still around who remember Martin Adamik, describe him as a kind, quiet,

unassuming, gentle old man. A meticulous individual, people remember visiting

Adamik’s cabin with his immaculately cared for garden surrounding it. Adamik eked out

a meager living from his claims, taking only enough gold to buy the supplies that he

could not either grow in his garden or get from the land by way of an occasional moose
: 145

or caribou.

The sad end to his story came in 1958 when Dale Patty and several members of the
mining crew returned to the dredge camps for another season. On April 9, 1958, Patty,
Suzy Paul and Willie Juneby landed at the Woodchopper airstrip. The company already
had plans to work the ground on Woodchopper for the season letting the Coal Creek
dredge stand idle. The men prepared the big International TD-24 tractor with its dozer
blade along with a sled to haul supplies and headed up and over the road toward Coal
Creek camp. Within 3/4 of a mile from their destination, the tractor coughed, sputtered,
and stopped. It had run out of fuel. This forced the men to walk the remaining distance
to the camp through waist-deep, heavy, wet snow. Patty broke trail for the first 300 yards
after which they alternated as they slowly made their way downhill. Finally arriving at
the mess hall, Patty reported that it was “the greatest thing I had ever seen.”'*

142 Dale Patty, interview, July 19, 1998

143 Glen Franklin, interview, January 12, 1999,

144 Glen Franklin, interview, January 12, 1999.

14> Glen Franklin, interview, January 12, 1999 and Dale Patty, interview July 19, 1998.
146 Dale Patty, interview, July 19, 1998.
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The men then carried half-full five-gallon buckets of diesel fuel back up the trail to the
stranded tractor. They continued ferrying fuel back to the tractor until almost 1:00 in the
morning when fatigue finally forced them to stop for the night. Reluctantly they drained
50 gallons of water from the tractor’s radiator to prevent it from freezing in the sub-zero
temperatures.

The next moming the men carried an empty drum up the trail to the tractor to use to melt
snow to replace the water they drained the night before. Finally, after much work and
many trips back and forth through the deep snow, the tractor coughed back to life and
they continued on their way.

Upon arriving at the camp, they first topped -off the tractor’s fuel tank, then set out across
the valley to Adamik's cabin at the mouth of Boulder Creek to make sure he made it
through the winter. In Patty’s words:

When we walked into the place, Martin was in bed and he was looking
bad. But he was talking. The machine gun started again. This went on
for an hour, hour and a half; I didn’t keep track of the time.

And then, I’ll never forget this as long as I live, he looked up to me and
said, ‘1‘4Dale, I think I’m through talking now.” And he was dead. He was
dead.""*

Sitting in the small cabin, in the dead of winter, with his lifelong friend’s body, Patty had
to make some decisions about what to do next. Hoping to find instructions Martin may
have left for just such a situation, a brief search of the cabin proved fruitless.'* Finding
none, they took matters into their own hands.

Winter on the Yukon is not a time when one can easily dig a grave. Therefore, Willie
Juneby sewed Martin’s body into a piece of canvas as a burial shroud. Suzy Paul went
back out to the tractor and cut a shallow trench in a snow bank. They then laid Martin’s
body in the snow piling it on top to help keep him cold. On a small knoll nearby, Suzy
then took the tractor and using the blade, pushed the snow off the ground and started to
dig a grave into the frozen soil. Each day, after working at moving buildings and
machinery from the camp at Coal Creek across the hill to Woodchopper, Suzy went back
over to the little cabin on Boulder Creek. There, he dug a little deeper as the sun slowly
melted the exposed soil. He finally reached a depth of about eight feet into the frozen
earth. Then, Dale, Willie and Suzy all went back over to the cabin, dug Martin's body out
of the snow, and placed him in the grave. After filling it in with frozen dirt, they piled
rocks high on top to keep the wolves away.'”

147 Karen Patty, “Coal Creek -- Woodchopper, 1954-1958,” unpublished manuscript. Copy in Mrs. Patty’s
ossession.

* Dale Patty, interview, ]uly 19, 1998.

199 Dale Patty, personal communication, January 21, 1999.
% Dale Patty, interview, July 19, 1998
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Martin Adamik, the Hungarian miner who spoke like a character from a Shakespearean
play, had come to the creeks before 1910. He lived a life of solitude for almost fifty
years in his little cabin at the mouth of Boulder Creek. Now, from his grave nearby, he
remains in silent vigil over his claims.

BERAIL, PHIL

Phil Berail came north in 1904"" at the age of 24. Initially settling in the Dawson area
where he worked until August 14, 1908 when he left bound for St. Michael on the Bering
Sea.”® Three years later he was working as a logger for the Copper River Lumber
Company in Valdez.'” He eventually migrated back to the upper Yukon River where he
prospected, mined and trapped the country between Eagle and Circle, primarily
throughout the upper Charley River area for the next five decades. Today, historians
credit Berail with building a number of cabins on tributaries of the Charley River.
Among them are several line cabins figuring prominently in the survival story of Lt. Leon
Crane, a U.S. Army Air Corps aviator who survived a mid-winter crash and walked out
of the country almost three months later.'

Statements like: “He was the toughest man I ever knew. He was tough as nails,”">> or
“He was so tough you couldn’t kill him with a club,”'”® are often used to describe Berail.
Apparently immune to physical discomfort, Dale Patty once stated that Berail “must have
had all his nerves disconnected at birth.”>’ Dale’s father Emest Patty, who first hired
Berail as the hydraulic foreman at Coal Creek, once described him as, “completely
disdainful of danger or physical discomfort. When the weather turned cold, his crew was
all bundled up. Phil would be working with them bare-handed, his shirt open over a
mighty chest.”>®

There is little information regarding Berail’s life on the Yukon before the mid-1930s
when the dredges were put on Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek. Emest Patty hired
him as hydraulic foreman for the Gold Placers Inc. mining operations.””” He was in
charge of the ditch, the various pipes and water systems used to wash the muck from the

overburden. He also served as the winter caretaker for the operations for a number of

S€A4sOIls. 160

131 “From Ketchikan to Barrow,” Alaska Sportsman, April 1961: 25,

152 “Clary Craig, Post Office Worker List of People Dying or Leaving [the] Klondike,” in Filson's Pan For
Gold Databases at http://www.gold-rush.org.

133 pPolk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1911-12), 495,

134 John McPhee, Coming Into the Country (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1977), 249-57.

155 Glen Franklin, interview, January 12, 1999.

156 Ernest Patty, North Country Challenge (New York: David McKay Company, Inc., 1969): 113.

157 Dale Patty, interview, July 19, 1998.

138 Ernest Patty, North Country Challenge (New York: David McKay Company, Inc., 1969): 113-14.
139 North Country Challenge, 113-14.

160 Glen Franklin, interview, January 12, 1999.
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Berail kept his dog team at the camp basing some of his trapping out of Coal Creek.
Each winter after the crews shut down the operation for the season, he would lash a small
outfit of grub and supplies on his sled and head up the canyon toward the headwaters of
the Charley River where he would spend most of the winter. He returned to the mining
camp on occasion to make sure everything was intact. The next spring, when the crews
returned for another season they would often be overheard saying to one another “I
wonder if Phil made it through the winter?” And just like clockwork, Berail would
appear in camp, “grizzled and weather beaten, but exuberant.” Ernest Patty notes that
“seeing him come along the trail with his dog team, he always reminded me of a figure
straight out of some northern myth.”'®’

Hard work was something that Berail never thought about twice. In his book, North
Country Challenge, Patty mused that “The first year I made the mistake of suggesting
that he take a couple of days off to rest up. The disdainful look he gave me would curl
your toes, and the next morning he set such a pace at work that his crew, softened by a
winter of idleness, could not keep up.”'®* Years later, Patty’s son Dale had taken over
managing the mines. He tells several tales of Berail and injuries he sustained at the
mines.

One day Phil came into the camp office holding his hand against his chest wrapped in an
old oily, dirty rag. Dale asked what had happened. Berail told him he had cut his finger.
Patty took his hand and slowly unwrapping the piece of cloth found that not only had he
cut his finger, he had cut it off!

Trying to convince Berail to let him call an airplane to take him to the hospital in
Fairbanks proved futile. He would have nothing to do with it. Instead, he said, “I have a
clean rag over in the cabin. I’ll just wrap that around it and it will be all right.” Patty
was able to get him to compromise into letting him put some antise£tic on the wound and
bandage it properly. Shortly afterward, Berail went back to work!'

A second episode found Dale working in the office again when Berail came in clutching
his arm to his chest again. This time, Patty noticed what appeared to be an extra “bend”
in the lower arm that should not have been there. When asked what happened, Phil
replied in his gruff, gravelly voice, “I guess I broke my arm.” Again, Dale tried to
convince Berail to allow him to call in a flight from Fairbanks to fly him to the hospital
so he could get it set and properly cared for. Typical for Berail, his comment was “Hell

no, it’s just a little break an it will be fine in a week!” Again, Berail would have nothing
to do with it.'**

He went back to his cabin, got a piece of cloth, fashioned a sling to support his injured
arm and went back to work, again! Several days later, the sling was gone and Phil was

'Y North Country Challenge, 114.
'2 North Country Challenge, 114.
'> Dale Patty, interview, July 19, 1998.

'* Dale F. Patty, “Coal Creek and Woodchopper Mining,” June 12, 1998, unpublished manuscript in Mr.
Patty’s possession, p. 4.
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back at work. This injury never healed properly. From that time forth when Phil drank a
cup of coffee, he used both hands to lift the cup.'®’

Not only was he physically tough, Berail could also drink with the best of them. In fact,
he could handle his liquor better than the best of them. One night, Glen Franklin, the
company accountant and postmaster at Coal Creek, went down to Slaven’s roadhouse to
meet the steamboat and retrieve the mail. He returned to the camp at around 2 o’clock in
the moming to find Berail waiting anxiously for a package he was expecting. The
package contained a bottle of rum. Not just any old type of rum however. Berail had a
special liking for 180 proof rum!

Not wanting to appear un-hospitable, Berail invited Franklin into his cabin for a drink.
Taking two “generally clean” glasses off the shelf, he poured each a healthy “snort.”
Berail picked his up, put it to his lips and drank it down as though it was nothing more
than a glass of water. Franklin, figuring it could not be all that bad, took a healthy
swallow and just about gagged. He was certainly not used to drinking the same way the
old timers were.'®

Berail was one of those men who lived all his life on the creeks, did not see a need for
anything new, and especially did not need help from the government. The first time he
saw the company was deducting social security taxes from his paycheck he stalked into
the office demanding to know what “this social security monkeyshine” was all about.
Ernest Patty explained the new law to him.

“l don’t want it,” he said.

When he found that the law demanded the deduction he stormed out, tossing over his
shoulder, “We’re getting to be a nation of damned softies.”'®’

Phil Berail worked for Gold Placers, Inc and Alluvial Golds Inc. until August of 1955.
By this time, he was 76 years old, well past the time when most men retire and start to
enjoy a more leisure lifestyle. That month, while riding in the back of the company’s 2
1/2 ton truck down to Slaven’s Roadhouse to pick up supplies, Dale Patty, who was
driving the truck, told his riders that he had to pull forward and they should stay put. Phil
either did not hear the warning or with his usual stubbornness chose to ignore it and
jumpeﬂ5 8out of the truck just as it started to move suffering a severely fractured hip as a
result.

This time there was no way that Berail would be able to say, “just leave it alone and it
will be all right.” They summoned a plane from Fairbanks. Dale drove Phil over the hill
to the Woodchopper camp to meet it. Patty later commented that owing to the type of

165 Dale Patty, interview, July 19, 1998.

16 Glen Franklin, interview, January 12, 1999.
17 North Country Challenge, 114.

183 Dale Patty, interview, July 19, 1998.
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man Berail was, “If we had left him alone, he would have probably walked the six miles
to [Coal Creek] camp.169

Considering it is approximately 12 miles from Slaven’s Roadhouse to the Woodchopper
airstrip, all on a rough dirt and gravel mining road, in a heavy truck with stiff suspension,
the pain must have been excruciating.

By this time, Phil was no longer living at the camp full-time. He had a cabin at
Fortymile, a mile or two upstream from the confluence of Eureka Creek and the Yukon
River, on the right bank, approximately 10 miles downstream from Woodchopper
Creek.'” Following Phil’s injury, someone from the camp had to go down to pull his
fishwheel out of the river so it would not be destroyed by the ice. They also had to get
his cabin in shape for fall and care for his dogs. Dale Patty informed his wife Karen that
he would be going down river with a flat-bottomed boat to take care of it.

Fall days on the Yukon are short and by that time of the year, generally cold. Karen
Patty, in her autobiography comments:

I didn’t like the idea of [a] small boat, heavy clothes, jumpy dogs
(strangers to the men), and the river. Dale and Tim'"' left after 10:00 am,
not giving them much time to return before darkness. They couldn’t
(safely) run the boat after dark.'”

The two men arrived at Berail’s camp and set about pulling the fishwheel from the river
and preparing the cabin for winter. Then they had to deal with the dogs. This was not a
task that Dale looking forward to undertaking. Many trap line dogs of the day had mean
tempers and were not used to having strangers working with them. Berail’s dogs were
not at all happy about having strangers working around their camp. The possibility that
they just might have to shoot the dogs rather than take them back to camp had crossed the
men’s minds.'"”

Instead, they had an idea. The dogs looked hungry so if they fed them then maybe they
would settle down. Berail, like everyone else working a fish camp along the river, dried
his salmon to preserve it. When eaten, dried salmon reconstitutes and swells. Therefore,

1% Dale Patty to Douglas Beckstead, personal communication, January 23, 1999.

' This site has been occupied by a progression of cabins dating to possibly the turn-of-the-century.
Melody Webb Grauman in “Yukon Frontiers: Historic Resource Study of the Proposed Yukon-Charley
National River,” Occasional Paper No. 8 (Anthropology and Historic Preservation Cooperative Park Study
Unit, University of Alaska, Fairbanks, November 1977), 506, credits Charlie Moon, a miner and prospector
on Coal Creek in the 1920s with building one of the earliest cabins at this location. Subsequent owners
included Hank Connette, Phil Berail, Ray Bell and Gordon Bertoson. Currently, Richard Smith has a cabin
at the site,

'"! Tim’s last name is not available at this time. It is possible it may have been Tim Gingrich, one of
several Gingrich brothers who worked for Gold Placers Inc.

'7? Karen Patty, “Coal Creek -- Woodchopper, 1954-1958,” unpublished manuscript, copy in Mrs. Patty’s
possession, p. 17.

' Dale F. Patty, “Coal Creek and Woodchopper Mining,” June 12, 1998, unpublished manuscript, copy in
Mr. Patty’s possession, p. 4.
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Dale and Tim fed the dogs dried salmon. And fed them. And fed them. They fed the
dogs all they could eat and then gave them some more.' ™

Dale gave his .30-06 to Tim with orders that if anything happens, shoot the dog! Then he
moved in with a leash to take the first to the boat. Luckily, their idea about feeding them
worked. They were so full they could hardly move. Taking the first dog to the boat,
Dale tied it with a line so short it had to lie down on the bottom. They put the second

aboard and tied it the same way, then the third. Finally, they were ready to head back to
Coal Creek.'”

Karen Patty continues with her description of the day:

After dinner that night, I put all 3 boys to bed.'’® I was concerned because
it looked like they couldn’t possibly make it home today. Sally
[Murray]'”’ came to the house to tell me not to worry. About 8:30, pitch
dark, I heard the noise of the big truck coming back from the beach. Was I
ever glad to see Dale! 78

All those involved were happy that the incident was now behind them. They gave the
dogs to the Paul family who lived at Snare Creek for their use during the coming winter.
Later Dale noted, somewhat in relief, “I always wondered what would have happened if

one of those dogs got loose on the trip up river.”'”” Luckily, the men did not have to find
out.

Berail came back to work at the mines after spending the winter season recuperating.
Several years later when the dredges closed down, he moved to Circle where he
continued to live until the winter of 1960 when he was admitted to St. Joseph’s hospital
in Fairbanks.'® Phil Berail passed away on January 22, 1961 at the age of 82 after

having sg)ent 57 years in Alaska, most of it living the life of a prospector, miner and
trapper.'*’

173 Ibid.
175 Ibid.

'7® As a testament to the strength and constitution of a woman, Karen Patty accompanied her husband Dale
to Coal Creek in June 1954 with their 9 month old son. The following year she had twins four months prior
to returning to the camp for the summer. She and Dale, with a lot of help from others at the camp, had their
family of five at the camp for the next six seasons. This was long before the days of disposable diapers!

""" Sally Murray was the wife of Ted Murray, the accountant for Gold Placers Inc in the 1950s. Ted and
Sally, as well as Dale and Karen Patty and Harry and Flo Gingrich were among the few couples who lived
on the creeks with the dredge operations.

'78 Karen Patty, “Coal Creek -- Woodchopper, 1954-1958,” unpublished manuscript, copy in Mrs. Patty’s
possession, p. 17.

' 1bid.

ii? “Resident Dies,” Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, January 24, 1961: 3.
“From Ketchikan to Barrow,” 4/aska Sportsman, April 1961: 25.
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SAMUEL DOWNS HARVEY

Samuel Downs Harvey was one the thousands and thousands of people from around the
world who left their jobs, their families, and their homes to join the great gold rushes to
Alaska and the Klondike gold fields in the late nineteenth century. Harvey hailed from
New Castle. Indiana where he had lived since his birth in 1854. Prior to leaving for the
gold fields, Sam worked as a clerk in a hardware store, When he headed north, he lefi
behind a wife Elizabeth "Libbie”, and three children: Augusta "Gussie™ May, Walter
Benjamin, and Ruth Ada.

Sam grew up heaning stories about the
California Gold Rush of 1849, [n fact, his uncle
Sam Downs, his namesake, came back with
enough gold to buy a farm and build a nice
brick house in Hillsboro, Indiana. When news
of the gold strikes in Alaska armved. Sam
wanted more than anything else 1o go after it
and to be able to build 4 comfortable home for
his beloved wife and children,

Leaving home in 1895, Harvey set out on an
expedition that was to last for only a couple of
vears at most. Little did he know that he would
be gone for twenty-seven years instead.
Traveling through Chicago and Seattle, he
finally landed in Juneau where he obtained a
grub stake on Gold Creck, immediately east of
the town.

According to family records, Harvey was

headed back to Indiana in either late 1897 or early 1898 when he received a letter, posted
from Indiana many months before, informing him of the death of his beloved wile
Elizabeth the preceding October. The letter continued telling him that his son Walter and
daughter Ruth were in good hands (his daughter Augusta had married in December 1897)
and the family property "had been disposed of." Several hears later, in a letter to his
family, Sam wrote: "Dumb with grief. 1 decided - in a moment - turned on my heel - ina
sand spit at Dyea Harbor, where I had gone to take passage south, - tamed my face
northward - not knowing where - but believing that you children were better placed than
anything [ could do for you.” With that, Sam Harvey joined the rush to the Klendike.

On June 9, 1898, the North West Mounted Police registered Harvey and three
companions: G.W. Wilkenson (Pittsburgh, PA), M. Seger (Pittsburgh, PA) and William
Moier (San Francisco, CA) as the occupants of boat #13030 before they headed down
Lake Bennett on their way to the gold fields. Like many who ventured to the Klondike,
upon their arrival Sam and his companions found all the ground already staked.
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Soon after word reached Dawson announcing that gold had been discovered on the
Seward Peninsula on the western coast of Alaska. Harvey and at least one companion, a
man by the name of William Speddy, headed down the Yukon River and joining the
Nome gold rush. Although Sam's letters to his family mention finding some gold, they
tend to be more descriptive of the prices, people, and conditions at the new camp.
Apparently, once again, Harvey failed to strike it rich in Nome.

Reports continued to come of good gold placers along the upper Yukon River,
particularly between Dawson and Circle, Alaska. Sam left Nome heading back to
Dawson in 1901 stopping for a time in Circle City. Eventually, he was among the first
peunle to file claims in the drainage when, on August 7, 1902, he filed for the No. 2 claim
on Alice Gulch.

Over the ner* nineteen years, Harvey's hard work provided good care for his children
who eventuaity attended college. At the time, a college education for anyone was
considered outitanding, but to have all three of his children graduate was quite an

accomplishmem. His two daughters, Augusta and Ruth became teachers and his son
Walter a medical doctor.

Sam left the creeks in 1923 retuining home to Indiana and his family. Four years later, at
the age of 73, he and Walter embarked on a summer-long expedition back to the gold
fields. The two men met in Chicago and from there traced Sam's original trip to the
Klondike and on down the Yulon to his camps on Woodchopper Creek and Coal Creek.
On the way, Sam introduced his son to the colorful figures he had known during his gold
rush days, shared sites and experizsnces that few in the Lower 48 could imagine. From

there, they went to Circle and on to Fairbanks, Alaska where, unfortunately for the
reader, the narrative ends.'®?

JOHN HOLMSTRUM

When word of the gold discoveries in the Klondike hit Outside newspapers, men and
women from around the world dropped what they were doing and flocked to the Yukon
River. Among them was a twenty six-year old Swedish man by the name of John
Holmstrum who arrived with the Klondikers of 1898.'*

According to the 1910 US Census, John Holmstrum was living and working claims on
Mineral Creek, a tributary of Woodchopper Creek approximately four miles upstream
from its confluence with the Yukon River. By this time, he had been in the country for
over ten years. Holmstrum staked his first claim on Mineral Creek, a tributary of

Woodchopper on November 27, 1901 when he filed for twenty acres of placer ground
naming it “No. 2 Above Discovery.”'**

::i Samuel Downs Harvey, “An Alaskan Travelogue,” holographic copy in author’s possession.
1920 US Manuscript Census for Woodchopper, Alaska.

' “No. 2 Above Discovery,” Location Notices, Circle Mining District, Book 1 -- Locations, 1900-1902,
page 328.

47



Who Worked the Creeks?

Over the next decade, Holmstrum continued to stake claims on Woodchopper Creek
including when on December 1, 1910 he, along with M, McLeod, Dan Crawley, E. Vass,
William F. Stair, Charles Boyle, John Corcoran, and W. Lewis filed notice claiming 160-
acres. Located approximately one mile below the confluence of Woodchopper and
Mineral Creeks. they named it the “Mineral Association,™™

[n 1913, while on a trip to Dawson. Holmstrum happened to meet a young greenhom by
the name of Frank Rosshach who was working as a bartender in the Occidental Hotel
Apparently Holmstrum had already heard about Rossbach and knew he was Jooking for a
mining claim. Swedish born Holmstrum hit it off with young Rossbach who had left his
native Germany several years earlier,

Holmstrum had a problem with alcohol, He enjoyed it excessively much. Rossbach on
the other hand, was a teetotaler. Holmstrum invited Rossbach to be his partner with his
claims on Woodchopper Creek in exchange for his help getting him off the booze.
Rossbach agreed to the offer and the two men set off down the Yukon toward a
partnership that would last for the next decade.'™

§ & - :
' 1|

i ; Il
John Holmstrum (undated photo 1aken lohn Holmstrum and his wile in Sweden
between [213 and 1923), Photo courtesy ol after he left Woodchopper (cirea 1924-35)
Dietrich Rossbach Photo counesy of Dietrich Rossbach

L >

“Mineral Association.” Location Notice Number 368, Circle Mining Distnict, Book 4 - Locanons,
1910-1918. page 141. Along with Frank Rossbach and George McGregor, Holmstrum's claims provide a
unique opportunity to examine who was working ¢laims on Woodchopper Creek over the entire span of
time prior to the Allavial Golds Inc. dredge coming in in the 1930s. Holmstrum, mitially working his
ground alone, eventually pantnered with Rossbach who then, lollowing Holmstrum's depurture, partnered
with McGregor. MeGregor eventually selling the claums to Alluvial Golds Inc. in the mid-1930s.

¥ Dietnch Rossbach. interview, November 20, 1998; and Sonia Rossbach Defrances, interview,
November 19, 1998
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The following year, Holmstrum filed on the “Comet” claim on Woodchopper northeast of
the “Discovery” claim at the mouth of Iron Creek. He and Rossbach made the discovery
and accomplished the necessary location work between November 6 and December 10,
1914. During that time, they successfully excavated two shafts, each nineteen feet deep,
to bedrock where they encountered the paystreak.'®’

Holmstrum decided to leave the country in 1923 returning to his native Sweden where he
eventually married a woman from back home. As evidenced through letters now 1n the
possession of his partner’s family, he stayed in touch with his friends from the creeks
over the years including sending photographs of he and his wife. 188

GEORGE McGREGOR

George McGregor was born in Missouri on November 23, 1887. He enlisted in the US
Army on September 26, 1918 during the latter days of World War I. While he was in
boot camp the war ended and he was honorably discharged on January 9, 1919.
According to information located at the Eagle Historical Society and Museums, he came
to Alaska right after his discharge.'® His cabin on the Yukon River is now listed on the
National Register of Historic Places as part of the Yukon-River Lifeways thematic
nomination.

Upon his arrival in the country, McGregor partnered up with Frank Rossbach on Mineral
Creek. When Rossbach left for Germany in 1926, McGregor remained to work their
claims. In August of 1927, Sam Harvey notes in his “Alaskan Travelogue,” that
McGregor’s “partner” had returned to Germany to find a wife and was expected to return
to the creeks.”””

George McGregor left his cabin on Mineral Creek in the late 1930s after he sold his
claims to Alluvial Golds for their dredge. He moved into a new cabin on the banks of the
Yukon River between the mouths of Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek. He kept a
diary that, although each entry is almost cryptic in it’s simplicity, when taken as a whole,
the reader can see the cycles of the seasons as they pass by year after year. McGregor
was one exception to the many other miners in the area who frequently made trips to
Circle or Eagle. Through his diary he only records one trip to Circle in nearly 30 years!

187 «“Comet,” Location Notice Number 525, Circle Mining District, Book 4 -- Locations, 1910-1918, page
351.

'*® Dietrich Rossbach and Sonia Rossbach Defrances have photographs, letters and other records from their
father’s time on Woodchopper Creek. Frank Rossbach developed and printed his own photographs while

living on the creek, obtaining his supplies through mail order houses such as Sears Roebuck and
Montgomery Ward.

'*> Elva Scott to Doug Beckstead, June 13, 1999.
'* Samuel Downs Harvey, “An Alaskan Travelogue,” August 1927. Original in author’s possession.
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But he does record seeing others who lived in the region making trips up and down the
Yukon on their way to town.'”!

McGregor left the creeks in July of 1954 and moved to Eagle. After spending several
years in Eagle some serious “sores” developed on the bottom of his foot. When the
injuriesfailed to heal, friends convinced him to see a doctor in Fairbanks. The doctor
wanted to amputate. He said “No. I want to die with my feet.” He then went to the
Veteran’s Hospital in Vancouver, Washington where again the suggested treatment was
amputation of the foot. Again, McGregor refused and said, “Fix me up the best you can
so I don’t suffer.” The doctors did the best they could and he moved into the Wilcox
Boarding Home in Vancouver. | |

In the afternoon of March 4, 1966, at the age of 78 years, George McGregor’s heart gave
out and he too crossed his last summit. He is buried in the Willamette National Cemetery
in Portland, Oregon.192

FRANK ROSSBACH

Frank Rossbach took a circuitous route from his native Germany to get into the country
along the upper Yukon. Born in 1891, he worked as a baker's apprentice as a young man.
After working for several years he decided that he was not cut out for a sedentary
lifestyle and wanted more adventure out of life. Making his wag/ to Hamburg, he hired on
as a cabin boy on a tramp steamer setting off to see the world."

From Hamburg, Rossbach circumnavigated the globe, not once, but twice. His children
remember him telling of his adventures in such exotic places as Japan and Borneo.
During his second trip around the world, while docked at Tacoma, Washington, Rossbach
heard stories of the gold fields in Alaska and the Yukon. Still seeking more adventure, he
approached the captain of the ship with a request to be paid off and allowed to “jump
ship.” The captain explained that normally the company paid the crew at the end of the
voyage when they returned to their homeport. Since Frank was apparently serious about
his desires and had been a good employee to that point, the captain made a deal to pay
him and let him remain in Seattle when the ship set sail if he could find someone to
replace him."™*

1 A copy of George McGregor’s diary is located in the collection of the Eagle Historical Society and
Museums. A transcript of it is in the author’s possession.

192 McGregor, George. Death certificate No. 4685, Clark County, Washington.

"B A tramp steamer is a freighter that has the capability of carrying a limited number of passengers.
Conditions were not the best since the vessel’s primary duty was cargo, not people.

1% Sonia Rossbach Defrances, interview, November 11, 1998 and Dietrich Rossbach, interview, November
20, 1998. Most of the information relating to Rossbach is derived from these interviews including dialog as
related by Mrs. Defrances and Mr. Rossbach. |

50



Chapter 2

George McGregor (circa 1913-26). Frunk Frank Rossbach fcirca 1913-26). Frank
Rossbach Collection, photo courtesy of Rosshach Collection. photo courtesy of
Dietrich Rossbach Dietrich Russbach.

Rossbach spent several days, and nights, scouring the saloons on the Tacoma waterfront
trying to find someone willing to take his place on the steamer. Eventually he succeeded.
The captain paid him in full for his services. When the steamer set off into the Pacific,
Rossbach was setting out on yet another new adventure.

Because he did not have enough money to pay for his passage to Alaska, Rosshach
worked as a short order cook for a while. Eventually able to buy a tucket north, he set out
for a trip through the Inside Passage to Alaska. He landed at the gold rush port of
Skagway having arrived almost a decade after the great rush of 1898-99 but still finding
many of the same sites that greeted the earlier argonauts.

Rossbach made his way from Skagway to Whitehorse walking the rails of the White Pass
& Yukon Railway instead of buying a ticker. After arriving at the northem terminus, he
joined up with several others building a boat and floating down the Yukon finally
arriving 1n Dawson City in summer of 1913,

In Dawson, Rossbach was successful at getting a job as a bartender in the Occidental
Hotel. There he had the opportunity to meet some of the old timers who had come north
with the Rush of "98 and heard their tales of climbing the Golden Stairs of Chilkoot Pass.
Unfortunately for Rossbach, as well as most of the others who amived in the Klondike
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after the initial gold discoveries, all the ground around Dawson was either already staked,
under the control of large mining companies or plain worked out.

After hiring on at the Occidental, the saloon’s manager discovered that Frank did not
imbibe in alcohol. This was a problem. In the peculiar etiquette of the mining camp,
miners often bought drinks for the house afier a good cleanup. This practice sometimes
cost the celebrator over a hundred dollars for a single round. If a teetotaler refused the
drink, he could redeem his honor by accepting a fifty-cent cigar in its place.'”> One way
the saloon made money was when miners bought drinks for the house the bartenders were
included. After discussing the problem with Rossbach, the two men agreed that if he
would not drink the booze, at least he would smoke a cigar. According to his children,
this vice stayed with him until the day he died.

One day, a miner named John Holmstrum came in from the creeks, settled into a chair
with a bottle of whiskey and started talking with Frank. With his Swedish accent, he told
Frank that he had heard that Rossbach was interested in obtaining a mining claim. To
that, Frank excitedly answered, “Yes.”1%

Holmstrum told Frank, “I have a couple of claims over on Mineral Creek, off
Woodchopper Creek, downstream from here. I also have a problem. I drink way too
much. You don’t drink at all. If you’ll agree to be my partner, and help me get off the
booze, I’ll give you half interest in my claims.”

Rossbach agreed and promptly resigned his post as bartender at the Occidental, a job he
held for about two weeks.

The next morning Rossbach met Holmstrum at the waterfront ready to set off down the
Yukon on yet another of his adventures. In addition to the usual mining equipment and
supplies already loaded into the boat, Rossbach noticed three wooden boxes that looked
surprisingly like cases of whiskey he was used to handling at the saloon. He asked his
new partner about it and reminded him that he wanted to get off the sauce.

Holmstrum replied, “You can’t expect me to give it up all at once now can you?” With
that, the two men set off on their new partnership that would last for the next decade.

The 1920 census for Woodchopper Creek lists Rossbach as 28 years old. That indicates
he was barely 21 when he first reached the creek. In reviewing the census records,
Rossbach was not only the youngest individual on the creek at the time; he was literally
less than one-half the age of the other miners! According to his family, many of the
miners on the creeks had nicknames including such graphic descriptions as “Pete the Pig”

"> Pierre Berton, The Klondike Fever: The Life and Death of the Last Great Gold Rush (New York:
Carroll & Graf Publishers, 1989), 23.

% The first record of John Holmstrum on Woodchopper Creek comes from an association mining claim
filed for 160 acres of ground known as the “Mineral Association.” The claim contained the placer ground
from the confluence of Mineral Creek and Woodchopper Creek to a point one mile downstream on
Woodchopper. Partners in the association included: John Corcoran, D. Crawley, H. Lewis, M. McLeod,
W.F. Stair and E. Vass. [Circle District, Book 4 -- Locations, 1910-1918, page 141.]
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over on Hanna Creek who grunted as he worked and talked'”’ and the “Evaporated
Kid.”'”® The other miners on the creek affectionately called Rossbach “the Dutch Kid”
because of his youth and his German accent.'”

On December 18, 1914, Rossbach swore out his first location notice on Woodchopper
Creek before Fred Brentlinger, a notary public who operated the Woodchopper
Roadhouse. With it, he claimed twenty acres of placer mining ground that he named the
“New York” claim.*® The same day, he filed a second claim for a similar amount of
ground that he named the “Morning Star” claim.”®! In addition, on December 18th, John
Holmsztgzum filed for 20 acres of adjacent placer ground that he named the “Comet”
claim.

One day, during the early years of World War I, Rossbach received a letter from the
United States government directing that he go to Circle City, Alaska, about 60 miles
further down the Yukon River. Once there he was to register with the marshal as a
"hostile alien." The letter %ave a deadline after which, if he missed it, threatened him
with arrest and deportation.””

One thing that did not happen in Alaska was getting the mail through in even a remotely
reasonable timeframe. During about four months in the summer steamboats carried it (as
on the Mississippi). For four months in the winter, it went by dogsled along roughly the
same routes. The two months between the time the river started to freeze and the time the
dogs could get through, and the same time frame in the spring before the rivers opened to
river navigation, the mail did not get through at all unless someone happened to be in
town and brought it back to the creek for everyone.

Although he left immediately, by the time Rossbach got to Circle (he walked the entire
way, in the middle of winter where temperatures on the Yukon frequently reach -50 to -
60 degrees) he arrived several days too late. The marshal did not know what he should

"7 Sonia Rossbach Defrances, interview, November 11, 1998 and Dietrich Rossbach, interview, November
20, 1998. Also, John McPhee, Coming into the Country (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1977):
222. According to Defrances and Rossbach, their father mentioned having known “Pete the Pig.” McPhee
identifies him as Pete Frisk, who eventually died at the Pioneer Home in Sitka (pg. 333). He later identifies
Pete’s camp as being on Hanna Creek, a tributary to the Charley River approximately ten miles south from
Rossbach’s claims on Woodchopper Creek (pg. 334). According to Pierre Berton, “Pete the Pig” was
earlier at Fortymile (Pierre Berton, The Klondike Fever: The Life and Death of the Last Great Gold Rush
(New York: Carroll & Graff Publishers, 1989), 18.).

"* John McPhee, Coming into the Country (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1977): 222. There are
no records of anyone named the “Evaporated Kid” in the vicinity of Coal Creek and Woodchopper.
However, Pierre Burton in his book The Klondike Fever: The Life and Death of the Last Great Gold Rush
(New York: Carroll & Graf Publishers, Inc., 1989): 373, the “Evaporated Kid”” was from Dawson and got
his nickname because he was so small he “looked like a bottle with hips.”

199 Sonia Rossbach Defrances, interview, November 11, 1998 and Dietrich Rossbach, interview, November
20, 1998. -

2% Circle District, Book 4 -- Locations, 1910-1918, page 349.

1 Circle District, Book 4 -- Locations, 1910-1918, page 350.

292 Circle District, Book 4 - Locations, 1910-1918, page 351.

** This story is taken in its entirety from Sonia Rossbach Defrances, interview, November 11, 1998 and
Dietrich Rossbach, interview, November 20, 1998.
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do, so like any good government bureaucrat, he wired his superiors in the Lower 48
asking for instructions. In the meantime, he put Rossbach under arrest which, according
to Rossbach’s son and daughter, meant he lived with the marshal's family for a while and
helped with cutting firewood.

Word finally came back telling the marshal to go ahead and register him anyway then
send him back to his camp. Nevertheless, the orders also said to keep his gun in Circle.
Amazingly, the marshal wrote back acknowledging the orders but went on to inform his
superiors that there was no way a person could be sent off into the wilderness of Alaska
without a gun.

Therefore, after spending a few days in town, Frank trundled off down the trail on his
way back to Mineral Creek, with his gun. As far as anyone knows there were no major

actions on the part of the Huns that were coordinated from a tiny cabin seven miles off
the Yukon.

John Holmstrum decided to leave the country and return to his native Sweden in 1923.
He left the claims to Rossbach who then partnered with George McGregor. His son and
daughter both surmise that when Holmstrum left the camp, Frank began to get homesick.
Rossbach remained in the country for another three years until 1926 when he decided to
leave and return to Germany.

Rossbach took what money he had saved, along with a photograph collection showing his
camp, his partners and friends as well as other people he met and knew along the river
and down at Circle. In his later years, when asked by his children, he estimated that

during the thirteen years he spent on Woodchopper Creek, he probably took out around
$75,000.00 worth of gold.***

Back in Germany, he met and married Lina Hopfer. Their son Dietrich was born in
Europe. They immigrated to the United States where they used some of Rossbach’s
remaining savings from his Alaskan odyssey to buy a rooming house in Brooklyn, New
York. Eventually they moved to upstate New York where they bought a farm and
fulfilled another of Frank’s lifelong dreams, to be a man of the soil.

He and his old partners, John Holmstrum and George McGregor kept in touch over the
years. One letter survives in which McGregor addresses his “Friend Frank.” In it, he
catches Rossbach up on all the old gossip of who was on the creek, what they were doing,
and who was no longer among the living. This single letter provides some interesting
insights into life on Woodchopper and Coal Creeks, before General A.D. McRae and
Ernest Patty came in buying up all the claims and started their dredging operations.

294 Sonia Rossbach Defrances, interview, November {1, 1998 and Dietrich Rossbach, interview, November
20, 1998.
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Frank Rossbach with a pan of gold
{undated photo taken between 1913-
1926). Photo courtesy of Dietrich
Rosshach

Frank Rossbach crossed his last summit when he passed away in 1974 leaving behind a
famuly full of stories about his years on the Yukon.
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Woodchopper
Alaska

July 25, 1933
| Friend Frank.-

I received your letter a few days ago, glad to hear from you and hear that you are doing well. I guess a
person that is holding their own outside now is lucky according to reports.”” I got several letters from John
[Holmstrum] since I wrote you last, he is taking life easy and enjoying himself. He wondered where you
was. Said he had not heard from you for some time.

Well there is quite a few changes since you were here. Gus [Abrams] died two years ago he became
helpless and took him down to the roadhouse and he died and was buried there. Fred Brentlinger dropped
dead on Coal Creek the same spring. I guess I wrote you before that Foxy Johnson, Geo. Powers and
[Edward P.] Mortimer were all dead. I guess that is about enough [for] the dead ones now I’ll tell you
about the ones that are alive [but there is little chance] in any of them. [Sivert O.] Lee is still on Dome
hasn’t taken out a dollar yet but says he knows there must be a pay streak there. He and Sandy Johnson,
| [Ed] Brown and [Art] Reynolds worked for [Frank] Slavin last summer on his house at the mouth of Coal. §
He made about $200.00 that helped some. Jack [John] Cornell goes over to Fairbanks and works on the
section’” every summer. Comes back to his old hangout in the winter. [Frank] Bennett is still sniping
around just the same, the sailing 1s not so easy with him now the money he was getting was cut off a few
years ago so he has to rustle. But since Gus died he dont need to borrow any tools or pots and pans. Jack
Boyle was Administrator for Guses estate. and he is too low to even talk about. Annias McDonald came
back about a year ago. Worked up on Bennetts ground I guess he took out a grub stake. Mrs. [Bessie]
Olseon””’ bought Guses ground. There is a fellow up here now that she sent up. [C.F.] Moon is down at
Webber doing a little fishing and trapping. A fellow by name of Jack Welch and his wife runs the
roadhouse now, or at least she runs it, she is certainly the boss. Welch himself is a pretty good fellow. But
different with her. She also has the post office. By the way if you write to me again and have any sealing
wax handy please seal the letter with it. I am still working below the dam and will be for some time yet.
Water has been very scarce every year except last summer it was pretty good. The spring at the mouth of
Shamrock has been dry every year except last year. and since about the 20th of June this year the dam will
hardly fill in 24 hours, but the last few days it has rained a little, there may be more water now. I hope so
anyway. I lost the best part of 3 or 4 summers getting my teeth. I made 2 trips to Ft. Yukon, one to
Fairbanks and one to Dawson before 1 was through. They are pretty expensive grinders besides the time I
lost. But I have no desire to live outside yet any way and am not going to kill myself to make a few extra
dollars. I finished drifting the bench on Alice Creek in the winter of 29 built cabins and cut trails out on
tributaries to Charlie River. That taken more time, but I done better trapping than I did drifting. I have to
get wood now from Woodchopper. I haven’t heard of any new discoveries anywhere. 1 don’t think there
will be any more in Alaska. Well I think I have given you all the dope so will close for this time. Wishing
you the best of success.

Your friend,
George McGregor

Woodchopper
Alaska

Drop me a line when you have time and feel like it.

*® By the time McGregor wrote this letter, the country, and in fact the world, was wrapped in the throes of
the Great Depression. Because of their lifestyle, it had little effect on the miners living along the Yukon.
2% Comnell worked for the Alaska Railroad during the summers during the early 1930s.

7 Bessie Curry Olsen, in addition to Flora Brentlinger, Kate (Mrs. Jack) Welch and Kathryn Patty is one
of the few women who held placer mining claims in the two drainages. She was previously married to
James Currie (of Circle) and later to Emil Olsen.

56



Chapter 2

FRANK SLAVEN?%

Sitting on a high bank of the Yukon River in Alaska is a two-story cabin called Slaven’s
Roadhouse. Since its construction in 1932, it has served as a beacon to travelers plying
the river. It is now one of the historical landmarks within Yukon-Charley Rivers
National Preserve, part of the National Park Service. The roadhouse was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1987.

Historical mystery and intrigue shroud Frank Slaven's life. Some people say that Slaven
was a heavyweight boxer while others claim he was not. As it turns out, there were two
men with nearly identical names, Frank Slaven and Frank Slavin, both living in Dawson
City, Yukon Territory, Canada during the height of the Klondike Gold Rush. For many
years, the question of whether or not there was a single Frank Slaven, or two distinct
individuals, has been subject to conjecture. For setting the historical record straight, this
study discusses both individuals.?”

An Australian emigrant and heavyweight boxing champion, Frank Slavin made an
unsuccessful bid at the World Heavyweight Championship in London in 1891. In June
1897, after a defeat in San Francisco, Slavin and his manager and sparring partner,
Joseph (Joe) Boyle drifted north making a scanty living from exhibition bouts, eventually
hearing of the gold strikes along the Yukon River. Learning more about the Klondike
while in Juneau, the pair crossed White Pass and arrived in Dawson in August 1897.

Slavin, still partnered with Boyle, applied for a mining concession on a portion of Last
Chance Creek, a tributary of Hunker Creek, outside of Dawson City. Arthur Newton
Christian (A.N.C.) Treadgold joined the pair in 1898. Boyle and Treadgold bought out
Slavin’s interests in the property for a reported $20,000. The remaining partners
eventually became two of the most powerful men in Klondike mining.?"’

The last mention of Slavin in Dawson comes during the winter of 1903-04 when he was
living 1n a cabin working as a watchman for the Boyle/Treadgold Concession to stop
unauthorized wood cutting on their claims. Slavin was beaten severely when he
interceded with two men hauling a sled of wood down the road. Later, at trial, it was
learned that the two men had purchased a cabin further up the road for wood and were
hauling it out. They claimed they used lengths of chain against Slavin because they knew
him as a former boxing champion. The court decided that they were “defiant and [had

*® The biography of Frank Slaven is taken in part from: Douglas Beckstead, “Frank Slaven’s Life on the
Yukon River During Gold Rush Days,” Slaven Family Bulletin (16), April 1999: 1-7.

** One caveat must be put forth, Pay careful attention to how their last names are spelled. The boxer
spelled his name “SLAVIN” while the one who later lived at Coal Creek spelled his “SLAVEN”. Initially
it was thought that the variation was due to handwritten records and semi-literate clerks. In the end this has
proven to be an incorrect assumption.

1 Lewis Green, The Gold Hustlers: Dredging the Klondike 1898-1966 (Anchorage: Alaska Northwest
Publishing Company, 1977), 44, 138-39.
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used] excessive force” sentencing the two to three and four months each on the police
woodpile. The court dismissed the charges against Slavin.*''

By 1905, Frank Slaven (note the variation in spelling) appeared at Coal Creek filing some
of the earliest claims.*’* It was not uncommon for individuals to move from place to
place in search of gold, especially as new strikes were announced. Frequently, what had
been a viable town at nightfall became a virtual ghost town by morning when a new
strike was announced. However, in Slaven’s case, he weathered the strike at Dawson and
remained there through the rushes to Nome (1900-02) and Fairbanks (1903-04). Coal
Creek 1s approximately 200 river miles downstream from Dawson and well within the
probable migratory distance for someone looking to stay “in the country.”

Two additional points tie Slaven (from Coal Creek) to the gold magnates of Dawson. In
August 1914, he persuaded the Yukon Gold Company to carry out some exploratory
drilling in the Coal Creek valley. Yukon Gold was owned by four members of the
Guggenheim family and A N.C. Treadgold, Slavin’s former partner from Dawson. In
1927-28, another of Treadgold’s companies did considerable drilling and test pitting on
Coal Creek.?"

In addition to Slaven, several other prominent personalities from the Dawson business
world are associated with the claims on Coal Creek. They included William Mclntyre,?"
one of the original owners and founders of the Dawson News and later the Fairbanks
News (later became the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner), Richard Roediger,”" publisher of
the Dawson Daily News; printer Albert Forrest;*'® linotype operator Harold Malstrom;*"’
reporter Charles Settlemeier’'® all employed by the Dawson Daily News, along with
Arthur H. Dever, printer for the News Publishing Company, a subsidiary of the News.
Because these men were all successful businessmen in Dawson, it is likely that they were
grubstaking Slaven rather than working with him in the true sense of a partnership. They
provided the necessary funds for him to prospect and work the claims. In turn, they
received a portion of the profits.

Roughly, half of the individuals who report knowing a little history about Frank Slaven
(of Coal Creek) claim he and the Australian boxer were the same person. The other half
are either uncertain of the relationship, or steadfastly deny any connection between the
two. Consequently, their identities become a mystery ripe for exploring.

! Lewis Green, The Gold Hustlers: Dredging the Klondike 1898-1966 (Anchorage: Alaska Northwest
Publishing, 1977), 145.

?'2 I'ra Joralemon, “Report on Coal Creek Placers,” 4.

Y Lewis Green, The Gold Hustlers: Dredging the Klondike 1898-1966 (Anchorage: Alaska Northwest
Publishing, 1977), 109. Joralemon, “Report on Coal Creek Placers,” 4.

214 “New Mining Co. Starts Big Works,” Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, December 12, 1935, p 5. Also,
Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1901), 291; (1902), 259; (1905), 465; and (1907), 568.

2> Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1902), 259 and 387; (1905), 476; and (1907), 578.

21 Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1907), 559; and (1909-10), 556.

2'7 Polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1902), 352; (1903), 433; (1905), 467; and (1907), 570.

1% polk’s Alaska-Yukon Gazetteer (1901), 377; (1902), 395; (1905), 468; and (1907), 581.
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One point is certain.  Frank Slavin, the boxer, was from Australia. Frank Slaven was
born on November 11, 1869 in Canton, Ohio. His father’s name s listed as Joseph
Slaven who's birthplace 1s also Ohio but with no city or town recorded. The 1910 US
Census verifies Slaven's birthplace. Surprisingly, this census contains not only the names
of people living in the major towns and villages in Alaska, it also enumerates individuals
living and working at gold camps along every creck on the upper Yukon between Circle
City and the US-Canadian border. From a historian’s perspective, this census is a real
“gold mine.”

Frank Slaven, approximately 40 years of age, Frank Slavin. “The Sydney Comstalk™ (Source,
probably mn Santa Cruz, Califormia. Frank Slaven William Rodnev., Joe Baoyvie King of rthe
Collection, phota courtesy of Sheme Hamson) Kiondikey ™

It lists sixteen individuals living and working along Coal Creek, among them, Frank
Slaven. The census does not reveal his birthplace to be Australia, but Ohio 1 the United
States. The 1920 Census confirms this, Thus, although there 1§ much evidence to
support the claims that Slavin and Slaven are the same individual, this one pomnt drnives a
wedge deeper and deeper into the story. Coupled with the fact that Slavin. the boxer,
apparently died in the early 1920s

' Willism Rodney, Joe Bovle: King of the Klondike (New York: McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1974), np
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Furthermore, several individuals who knew Slaven while he lived at Coal Creek support
the claim that he was not the boxer. In one case, Dale Patty described him as:

... small, quick tempered, and easily excited. I had a wonderful time with
Frank and he told me many stories of travelers on the Yukon. His
roadhouse was a major stopping }glace on the river. Frank cooked all the
meals and he had a lot of traffic.?

Glen Franklin, who worked as the bookkeeper and accountant for Gold Placers Inc., a
mining company operating a dredge on Coal Creek, mentioned in an interview that the
Frank Slaven he knew was specifically “not the boxer from Dawson.”**' It appears that
the confusion over the two men was solidly in place even in the 1930s.

Frank Slaven, as noted earlier, has ties to many of the movers and shakers of Dawson
business and society. According to the mining laws of 1872, an individual could lay
claim to 20 acres of placer mining property on a creek.””? Eventually records show
several individuals filing for “association” claims ranging from two to as many as eight
claimants. Slaven is partnered in the following associated claims: (1) the Slaven
Association, (2) the Winsome Association, (3) the Green Gulch Association, (4) the
Homestake Association, (5) the Jennie Association, (6) the Sunrise Association, (7) the
Tom Cat Bench Association, (8) the Malstrom Association, (9) the Forrest Association,
(10) the Emily Association, and several Coal Creek Hydraulic Associations, to name but
a few. Although this may sound like a lot of claims, between 1905 and 1935 claims were
staked, canceled, re-staked and grouped into various associated claims. Thus, Slaven,
over a long period was associated with many different claims representing the same
ground along Coal Creek.

Like many of the sourdoughs living in the Alaskan bush working their claims, Slaven
was believed to have remained single throughout his time in Alaska. However, research
has proved this not to be accurate. First, apparently, Frank maintained a number of
friendships with people from his hometown of Eldon, Missouri after he came to Alaska.
One of these was a woman by the name of Minnie Wilson.

Apparently Slaven and Minnie had a long standing friendship that pre-dated his coming
to Alaska. This friendship continued after Frank came north even though Minnie was
married and the mother of five children. Following the death of her husband, their
relationship took a new tum. In 1914, Minnie Wilson, accompanied by her 12 year old
daughter, came north to Dawson City where she and Frank Slaven were married on June
22. Their wedding festivities, as reported by the Dawson Daily News were quite an
event. Following the ceremony at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, the couple was

22 Dale Patty, personal communication, June 25, 1998. Patty is referring to the fact that Slaven’s

Roadhouse was the more popular of the two between his and the Woodchopper Roadhouse owned and
operated by Jack and Kate Welch and located five miles down river from Coal Creek.

*?! Glen Franklin. Interview, January 8, 1998.

?22 17 Stat. 348, The General Mining Law of 1872.
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“whirled to Bear Creek and back” in an automobile. Upon returning to town, a “dainty
wedding supper” was thrown in their honor during which the party was “serenaded by a
host of young friends.” Slaven then “pacified the insurgents by delivering to them all the
watermelons and pop in the market.” Shortly after the wedding, the Slavens traveled
down thezgukon to Frank’s claims on Coal Creek accompanied by Frank’s new step-
daughter.

The summer of 1914 must have been a happy one for Mr. and Mrs. Slaven, not to
mention their daughter. What better place for a 12 year old to grow up than at an Alaskan
gold mine! Unfortunately as the summer progressed, Minnie Slaven began to develop a
cough. The illness progressed to the point where by late summer or early fall, she and
her daughter returned to Eldon, Missour1 where it was hoped that she would be able to
regain her health. As the weeks progressed, she gradually grew weaker and weaker until
Minnie Slaven passed away on December 14, 1914, less than six months after marrying
her long-time friend Frank Slaven. According to her obituary in the Dawson Daily News,
“she leaves a daughter of 12 years, who is the idol and hope of her father.”?**

At some point following the death of Frank’s wife, another woman appears on the scene
at Coal Creek. This woman lived with Frank at his roadhouse that has spawned many
interesting stories and theories. Many of those who knew Frank Slaven, especially in his
later years, tell stories of a woman known only as “Miss Bissell” living with him at the
roadhouse. Several points are common to most. Among them, Slaven ran the roadhouse.
Miss Bissell ran Slaven. She is also described as a “large woman, big boned, not big
breasted.” This may have been accentuated by the fact that Slaven was according to

reports “a small man of about 5°6”. Few descriptions beyond these exist to describe what
Miss Bissell looked like.”

There 1s even the “river gossip” that claims Miss Bissell was a prostitute from Fairbanks
who was past her prime. They claim she took up with Slaven when she found out that he
was coming into a substantial amount of money from his claims. This seems to have the
most popularity, probably due to the fact that it has money, intrigue and of course the
obligatory overtones of sex.?*®

One point bringing the prostitute story into question is the fact that Slaven and Bissell,
although sharing the same sleeping quarters in the roadhouse, had a blanket discretely
drawn between the two sides of the room.

2 Undated article from the Dawson Daily News, copy in the author’s possession. The copy was provided
by Sherrie Harrison and the Slaven family.

4 Undated article from the Dawson Daily News, copy in the author’s possession. The copy was provided
by Sherrie Harrison and the Slaven family. It is evident that this article comes from the Dawson Daily
News as 1t uses terms relating to mining in the Circle District that would not fit with a report written in
Missouri.

%25 Dale Patty, personal communication, June 25, 1998.

%% Ira Joralemon, Adventure Beacons (New York: Society of Mining Engineers of AIME for the Mining
and Metallurgical Societyof America, 1976), 325.
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Slaven's Roadhouse, 1935, This photo shows Frank Slaven (1), with Mary Bissell and three umdentified
men, 11 possible that the three men are the ones who helped Slaven build the roadhouse m 1932 - An
Reynolds, Sandy Johnsen and Ed Brown (sec George MeGregor's letter on page 51 above), {Original
phota 1s located at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, Alaska Polar Regions Archives, Everett Hammon
Collection (Ace. #35.110.01)).

One thing is cenain, Frank Slaven and “Miss Bissell” both lived at Coal Creek in the
1930s. Bissell appears as a co-claimant with Slaven on c¢laims on Smokey and Sam
Creek (both are immediately east of Coal Creek, within several miles). In 1938, J.B.
Mertie, Jr., a geologist with the USGS notes that “Slaven claims the naume ‘Bissell Mtn,™
for a mountain across the river from his roadhouse. based on common usage. He also
claimed the name *Slaven Mt." for an adjacent mountain.™

Throughout the American West, areas subjected 10 mining activities are divided into
Recording Districts to facilitate filing and recording mining claims. Coal Creek is part of
the Circle Mining District of Alaska. Immediately adjacent to Coal Creek is a second
creek called Woodchopper Creek. The people who lived and worked on the two creeks
tic them together. The two crecks make up a type of community albeit somewhat
disjointed. Frank Slaven, although associated with many of the men working on both
creeks, confined most of his prospecting and mining activities to Coal Creek making
occasionally foraving into either Woodchopper to the west or Sam Creek to the east.

p L]
Roadhouses are the early Alaskan version of the Motel 6. They were spaced
conveniently about a day’s travel apart, generally every 20 to 30 miles along major
transportation routes. At a roadhouse a traveler could get a meal -- the fare varied

“7 1 B. Mertic, “Ficld Notebook, 1938" in the USGS Archival Collections, Ancharage, Alaska
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depending on what kind of game happened to be in the cache (or in the pot) at the time.
An inside bunk provided protection from the weather -- although this may be nothing
more than a space on a crowded floor to spread one’s sleeping robes. In addition, on rare
occasions one could even find shelter for their dog 1eam — some roadhouses even had
stables for dogs!

The first roadhouse near Coal Creek was built at the mouth of Woodchopper Creek on a
flat near the river. It appears that a man named Valentne “Woodchopper™ Smith built
and operated this roadhouse before 1906, Smith eventually sold his operation to Fred
and Flora Brentlinger. Following Fred's death, his widow sold the roadhouse 1o Jack
Welch and his wife Kate. According 10 local wadition some sort of nift developed
between Welch and Slaven. This prompted Slaven's idea to build his roadhouse 4 1/2
miles upstream from Welch's at Woodchopper.

Slaven built his roadhouse in the summer of 1932, He paid four other men $200.00 each
for their labor. Among these were Sandy Johnson, Art Reynolds (both with claims on
Sam Creek). Sivert Q. Lee (with claims on Coal Creek) and an unidentified man named
Brown. They used logs cut 50 or more miles up the Kandik River floating them down the
Kandik to the Yukon finally landing at Coal Creek ™’

Slaven’s Roadbouse, cirea 1932-38. Frank Slaven in standing at the center of
the photo, near the comer of the roadhouse. (USGS Photo)

Over the last decade, Slaven’s Roadhouse has been the focus of National Park Service
preservation efforts, Many thousands of dollars have been devoted to restoring the
structure to its original condition. Today it serves as a visitor contact station/ranger

<% Sonut Rossbach Defrances, interview, November 19, 1998 mentions her father, Frank Rossbach, telling
sorres gbout Valentine Smith. Melody Webb, in “Yukon Frentiers: Historic Resource Study of the
Proposed Yukon-Charley National River,”™ Occasional Paper No, 8, Anthropology and Histonic
Preservation Cooperative Park Study Unit, University of Alaska, Fairbanks (1977) credits “Woodchopper
Smith™ with constructing the roadhouse at the mouth of Woodchopper Creek (pages 497-501)

¥ (GGeorge MeCiregor W Frank Rossbach, July 25, 1933 (see page 52 for the full text of this letter).
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station and a public use cabin. Thus, it is serving the public in the same way that it has
for the last 60 years. Each year in February it also serves as a checkpoint and rest stop
for mushers competing in the 1200 mile Yukon Quest International Sled Dog Race from
Fairbanks to Dawson.

Most of Slaven’s activities by the early 1930s focused on the lower part of Coal Creek
and dealt mainly with his roadhouse. His earlier mining activities however were located
on his claims approximately eight miles upstream where he had a cabin and several areas
of “workings.”

Slaven and his associates sold their claims to Gold Placers Inc. in 1934-35. The money
he received in an annuity kept Slaven quite comfortable. Under the terms of the contract,
he was paid an annual payment until a specified amount was reached at which point the
claims were considered paid in full. By the late 1930s that amount was reached and the
payments stopped. According to Glen Franklin, one day Slaven came to the office at
Coal Creek and asked where the next payment was. Patty told him that he should read
the terms of his contract. It very clearly spelled out how he would receive annual
payments until the total reached the agreed upon figure. At that point, the claims became
the property of Gold Placers Inc. (Unfortunately the exact figures are not available but
the author was told it was “a substantial amount.”) Apparently, this was sufficient to
quell Slaven’s concerns because he did not object.”

Frank Slaven decided to leave his roadhouse and the Yukon River in the late 1930s,
perhaps shortly after finding out that the annual payments were no longer going to be
coming. It is also possible that the years were simply catching up with him and health
problems necessitated a change to a milder environment. After all, he was nearly 70
years old and the hard life in the interior of Alaska must have been taking its toll. Slaven
left the Yukon, and like many sourdoughs, moved to Seattle, Washington were he had
relatives.

It is uncertain just when Frank Slaven left the North Country and moved to Seattle.
Although the most likely date would be during the late summer of 1938 before the Yukon
frozc stopping the stcamboats from using it. One thing is for sure though; Miss Bissell
went with him.>"

Slaven and Bissell may have flown from Woodchopper to Fairbanks, from there taken the
train to Seward where they purchased passage on a steamer headed south. It is also
equally likely that they took a steamer on the Yukon River from the landing at Coal
Creek. Obviously, there are only two directions from Coal Creek, either upstream or
downstream. Had they traveled downstream they would go past the community of Circle
(approximately 50 miles from Coal Creek), through the Yukon Flats where the river
crosses the Arctic Circle before beginning its long southwesterly flow to the Bering Sea.

20 Glen Franklin, interview, January 8, 1999.

#1 According to USGS geologist J.B. Mertie’s field notebook, Mertie discussed naming several
geographical features with Slaven during a visit to Coal Creek in late August of 1938. Therefore, he could
not have left the country prior to late summer of 1938.
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At St. Michaels, they would catch an ocean going steamer for the trip through the
Aleutian Islands, across the Gulf of Alaska and down the Inside Passage to Seattle.

Because of his connections to Dawson City, it is possible that Slaven and Miss Bissell
took the steamer upstream to Dawson City and on to Whitehorse. There they could catch
the White Pass & Yukon Route Railway for its trip over White Pass to Skagway. At
Skagway, they booked passage through the Inside Passage on a steamer for Seattle. This
route would allow Slaven to see the country through which he first passed when traveling
north. Perhaps he knew at the time that he might never come back again.

In January 1939, Frank sought medical treatment in Seattle for what was eventually
diagnosed as acute lymphatic (lymphocytic) leukemia. There is no evidence to show how
long he may have had the disease but the doctor’s notes indicate he had only had it for “a
few weeks.” **

Slaven crossed the Great Divide on October 12, 1942 less than one month from his 73rd
birthday. His death certificate provides several small tidbits of information into his past,
but not much.

At the time of his death Slaven is listed as a retired miner living at 1715 18th Ave. in
Seattle (King County), Washington.”> The individual reporting his death was a nephew
by the name of Jack Slaven who lived at 1815 Federal Ave. also in Seattle.

Two days later, his funeral notice appears in a small, one paragraph notice in the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer. It reads:

SLAVEN -- October 12, FRANK SLAVEN, formerly of Coal Creek,
Alaska, uncle of Jack Slaven and Mary E. Bissell; great-uncle of Edward
and Irma Jean Slaven. Member F.O.E.”***

One thing the funeral notice does however is clear up one of the mysteries. It lists
Mary E. Bissell, the famous “Miss Bissell” from his days on the Yukon, as his

11l s

Slaven’s funeral was held at the parlor of Bonney-Watson Co. in Seattle on October 15,
1942. The funeral home’s files shed even more light on Frank Slaven’s family.?”
Attached to the undertaker’s records is a copy of an obituary labeled only with the date of
October 14, 1942. Under the heading of FRANK SLAVEN, it reads:

**2 Washington State Department of Health, Division of Vital Statistics, Certificate of Death No. 4074.
23 The 1920 US Census lists Frank Slaven as a widower at the time. However, ten years earlier, in 1910,

he appears as “single.” At this point, no records have been found indicating when, or to whom Slaven was
married.

24 Seattle Post-Intelligencer, October 14, 1942, p. 22.
*** The management and proprietors of the Bonney-Watson Funeral Home in Seattle, Washington
graciously provided copies of their files associated with Frank Slaven.
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Frank Slaven, 72 years old, retired mining man, who lived in Seattle when
not mining at Coal Creek, Alaska, died Monday in a Seattle hospital. His
residence was at 1715 18th Ave. He had retired five years ago. He was a
member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles.

He i1s survived by a niece, Mary E. Bissell; a nephew, Jack Slaven; a
grandnephew, Edward Slaven, and a grandniece, Irma Jean Slaven, all of
Seattle.

Funeral Services will be held at 1 o’clock tomorrow in the Bonney-
Watson Chapel. Cremation will follow.

Among the interesting facts contained in the records of his funeral is a list of individuals
who sent flowers, along with a description of the arrangement each offered. In addition,
the musical selections “Crossing the Bar” and “Now the Laborer’s Task 1s Over” were
played before Rev. McLaughlin officiated the service.

Researching an historical figure from a mining camp on the upper Yukon River is not an
casy task. For the most part, Frank Slaven left very few records, primarily only his claim
notices and assessment work declarations. Several people have been located that knew
Slaven during the 1930s before he left the country and have provided some detalils.
Among the records located in this research effort, most provide limited information, a
name, a date, and a location. At this point, we have literally no information on Frank
Slaven’s family. Obviously he had to have come from somewhere -- the census and
death certificate both identify the Canton, Ohio area.

It was a common practice during the various gold rushes to obtain powers-of-attorney
(POA) from family and friends “Outside” (meaning those living in the lower 48).
Although nothing in the mining laws of the time restrict an individual to only one claim
on a creek, it appears from the records of the Circle District Recorder that local custom
did restrict individuals to a single claim per creek. By having a POA, a prospector/miner
could stake additional claims and remain within the spirit of the local customs and the

]Q‘ 7
AL YY .

In Frank Slaven’s case, twenty different individuals granted their power-of-attorney to
him. Some of these are obvious partners in his mining ventures as is illustrated by the
men from the Dawson Daily News who grubstaked him. Others may be other investors,
friends from Dawson, or other people working the creeks who decided to throw their luck
in with one another hoping for that next big strike.*®

#%¢ Records for individuals granting power-of-attorney to Frank Slaven are recorded in “Power-of-Attorney,

Circle Mining District, Books 1 and 2” and available on microfilm through the Bureau of Land
Management in Fairbanks, Alaska.
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Geographic Breakdown for POAs Granted to Frank Slaven

o ———

Number
- Location/Residence of POASs Percent
Dawson, Yukon Territory 11 55.0
Douglas, Arizona®’ 1 5.0
Fairbanks, Alaska 2 10.0
Santa Cruz, California™" 5 25.0
Woodchopper, Alaska™” 1 5.0
Total 20 100.0

Slaven staked claims for several Slaven family members from the Santa Cruz, California
area. Among these are his step-mother Emma Slaven,*® his nephew’s wife Flora
Slaven,”*! his nephew J.C. Slaven;*** his brother John B. Slaven, and James Slaven.
Frank also held claims in conjunction with his step-sister Jennie (Slaven) Greathouse also
from Santa Cruz.

Although Slaven’s obituary and funeral records identify Mary Bissell as his niece, the
question still remains, was she his actually his niece? Was she possibly something more?
According to Slaven’s funeral records, Miss Bissell also lived at the same address in
Seattle. In 1943, Mary Bissell established the “Frank Slaven Student Loan Fund” with a
donation of $250.00 to the University of Alaska. She later added an additional $250.00
to the fund. There are several photos that show Mary Bissell with Frank Slaven at his
roadhouse. These were taken in the late 1930s, probably just prior to their leaving
Alaska. In them, she looks to be in her late 30s. The question has been posed, could
Mary Bissell be the step-daughter who was the “idol and hope of her father?

Unfortunately, following Slaven’s death, Miss Bissell once again moves into the shadows
of history. Only further research will prove what her relationship actually was to the
small man who ran the roadhouse at the mouth of Coal Creek.

7 Jennie Greathouse granted her power-of-attorney to Slaven while living in Santa Cruz, California on
August 16, 1935 (“Jennie Greathouse to Frank Slaven,” Power-of-Attorney, Circle Mining District
Recorder, Book 2, page 508) and again while she was living in Douglas, Arizona on September 3, 1935
(“Jennie Greathouse to Frank Slaven,” Power-of-Attorney, Circle Mining District Recorder, Book 2, page
511).

** Those individuals from Santa Cruz granting Slaven power-of-attorney include three Slaven family
members (Emma J., Flora, and J.C. Slaven) and two others (Jennie Greathouse and Maude A. Hohenshell).
29 Although they lived at the mouth of Coal Creek, the document granting power-of-attorney from Mary E.
Bissell to Frank Slaven was notarized at Woodchopper, Alaska the location of the nearest notary public.
9 “Emma J. Slaven to Frank Slaven,” Power-of-Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 2 (1909-36), 507.
Emma Slaven was Frank Slaven’s step-mother.

241 “Flora Slaven to Frank Slaven,” Power-of-Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 2 (1909-36), 571.
Flora Slaven was J.C. Slaven’s second wife.

242 «J C. Slaven to Frank Slaven,” Power-of-Attorney, Circle Mining District, Book 2 (1909-36), 572. J.C.
Slaven’s full name was Joseph Clarence Slaven. (Sherrie Harrison to Doug Beckstead, personal
communication, March 18, 2001.)
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CONCLUSION

Those who staked claims on Coal Creek, Woodchopper Creek and the various tributaries
draining into them represent 4 cross-section of people from the Klondike. Many of them
came north during the great Klondike Gold Rush in 1898-99. Some of them were able to
acquire workable claims from the outset. Some of them capitalized on business ventures
and then moved on to mining claims. Others never really made it at all simply showing
up on a single claim location notice and then fading off into historical obscunity. Some of
those who found themselves on the creeks eventually gammed prominence in Alaskan
business and politics, Dan Callahan, who staked his claim adjoining to and in
conjunction with, Daniel T. Noonan went on o serve in on the Fairbanks City Council
for 9 terms from 1906-15. He served in the Alaskan Territorial Legislature in 1923.%%
All this with serving five years of a twelve-year sentence at the federal prison on McNeil
Island for statutory rape from 1916 to 1921.**

Overall, the people on the creeks represented the movers and shakers not only of the
Klondike, but also later in Fairbanks and Alaska Territory. They also included lowly
clerks, porters and prostitutes who saw the opportunity to make their fortune. Some
made it, some did not, and some we will never know about.

Boiler on Coal Creek with cordwood (1935), Gold Placers, Inc. used steam thawing lor
the first season or two of work on Coal Creek. After that, they pioneered the use of cold
water thawing, thus saving a considerable amount of labor and money spent previously to
cut cordwood and fire the boiler. The “scar” on the hill in the upper left of the photo is
the end of the Coal Creck Ditch. This boiler is located near the machine shop and parts
warchouse near the confluence of Cheese Creek and Coal Creek. Frank Slaven
Collection, photo courtesy of Sherme Hamison.

**' Evangeline Atwood and Robert N, Dearmond, comps. Who 's Who in Alaskan Politics: A Biographical
Dictionary of Alaskan Political Personalities, 1854-1974 (Portland, Oregon: Binford & Mor, 1977), 14,
1 Lael Morgan, Good Time Girls of the Alaska-Yukon Gold Rush (Fairbanks, Alaska: Epicenter Press,
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CHAPTER THREE
WHAT IS A DREDGE?

—

DREDGING THE CREEKS

Gold mining takes place in either of two generally characterized types of operation, lode
and placer mining. Lode mining, often referred to as “hard rock mining,” involves
following a mineralized vein or an ore body by means of drifts, shafts and tunnels into
the deep recesses of the earth. Placer mining, on the other hand, takes place on the
surface. Placer deposits result from mineralized areas (veins, ore bodies, etc.) having
been eroded and transported by water or other natural action from their original location
to areas conducive to concentrating the minerals. In the case of gold, water action
transports the gold to areas where the heavier particles settle and accumulate in natural
riffles, cracks and holes. Getting at the gold involves a process of separating it from the
surrounding sand and gravel, and disposing of the waste material, called tailings.
Separating the gold is easily accomplished using a gold pan, a sluice box (designed to
imitate the natural processes of a stream), or a rocker, essentially a “sluice-on-a-cradle.”

There is a direct correlation between the amount of gravel a miner can process to the
amount of gold recovered and thus the profit derived from the placer deposit. The more
gravel that is processed, the more gold and higher the potential profit. It is said often, a
single miner, working a claim by hand could process approximately one cubic yard
(twenty-seven cubic feet) of material each day. By using a sluice box, rocker, or other
similar small-scale mechanical equipment, the quantity increases accordingly. To move
substantial amounts of gravel it takes something capable of taking huge bites, repeatedly,
day in and day out, especially given the short working season in Alaska. Dredges fit that

bill.

Measured in terms of the quantity each bucket holds, dredges used in Alaska range from
small one and a half cubic feet to upwards of fourteen cubic feet. Many of those working
the gold fields in the Klondike had buckets capable of digging sixteen cubic feet, and
more. Even a small one and a half cubic foot dredge with fifty buckets was capable of
digging almost three times the amount that the solitary miner could, with each rotation of
the bucket chain! Moving five hundred yards of gravel a day was not out of the question
with a small dredge.

In order for dredges to be effective, a great deal of money had to be spent up front with
prospecting and testing the ground to determine the location, size, and basic orientation

' A sluice box consists of a wooden flume with riffles across its bottom. Gravel and other gold bearing
material is shoveled into the raised end of the sluice box and the action of water flowing over the riffles
serves to separate the heavier gold from the lighter waste material. A rocker 1s a sluice box attached to
rockers on either end, similar to a baby cradle. The miner “rocks” the device back and forth adding a
horizontal component to the action of the water.
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of the gold. Often extensive drilling programs were undertaken to determine where the
greatest concentrations of gold accumulated. Depending on their configuration (length of
the digging ladder and number of buckets) dredges could be used to great depths.
However, they were often not effective if the gold was less than two feet deep due to the
angle of the digging ladder in relation to the face of the cut. In other words, the gravel
would not stay in the buckets long enough to rise to the hopper leading to the screen.

Often when faced with a dredge of limited digging depth, an operator lowered the water
level in the dredge pond, thus lowering the dredge. This practice had the potential to
create its own problems. By lowering the water level, the digging face was raised an
equal distance. This 1n turn created situations where the digging ladder would undercut
the bank causing dirt, gravel and rocks to fall into the pond. At times, the ground would
cave and build up under the lower tumbler. This in turn could cause the bucket line to
ride off the tumbler; similar to the way a bicycle chain can ride off its sprockets.” One
solution, if the higher ground was barren of gold, was for the operator to shut off the
water to the screen running it dry. This allowed the bulk of the material to pass through
the dredge onto the stacker and out onto the tailings beyond. It was far better to have it
behind the dredge crowding it forward than under the ladder.’

The largest Alaskan dredges were on the Seward Peninsula and around Fairbanks.
Smaller dredges such as those at Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek were capable of
handling between three and five cubic feet in each bucket.” Dredges mark the apex of
placer operations in Alaska mining history.’

Early attempts at dredging appeared on the Alaska scene during the Nome rush at the turn
of the century. All manner of “jackass machinery” were developed for working the
beaches and benches around Nome.® Many of these contraptions were destined to die as
wrecks living only in humorous tales. Fortunately, photographs survive illustrating the

* Some persons have suggested that in order to increase a dredge’s digging capacity, adding extra buckets
to the bucket chain would accomplish this. This would in fact create a larger “loop” at the bottom of the
line, however it would also increase the likelihood of the chain rolling off the tumbler. Like a bicycle
chain, there is normally some slack in a dredge’s bucket line, too little and it causes excess wear on the
components, too much and it will tend to roll off the lower tumbler. Dale Patty, personal communication,
June 25, 1998.

3 Melody Webb, Yukon: The Last Frontier (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1993), 278. Dale Patty,
personal communication, June 25, 1998.

* The Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek dredges are essentially twins. The buckets on both dredges are
capable of digging four cubic feet. The major differences between the two consisted of some minor
modifications to the pumps and mechanical machinery and the Woodchopper Creek dredge has a longer
digging ladder to enable it to reach bedrock. The stacker is ten feet longer at Woodchopper Creek.

> For the purposes of this study, mining operations such as the Fort Knox project, north of Fairbanks, where
placers are being worked with strip mining techniques using huge bulldozers to move material, are an
exception to a discussion on Alaska placer mining. In the case of Fort Knox, the project represents the only
instance of placer mining on such a grand scale. Only with modern techniques of capturing even the
minutest amounts of flour gold is a project like Fort Knox viable. These techniques were not available to
operators during the period before, or during the golden age of dredging.

® Clark C. Spence, The Northern Gold Fleet: T wentieth-Century Gold Dredging in Alaska (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1996), 13.
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variety and ingenuity of mining equipment that would have made even Rube Goldberg
smile.’

Gold dredges are an impressive piece of mining equipment. Contemporary descriptions
range from looking “rather like a river steamer with a penthouse on top,” to a description
of one as a “large scow with heavy machinery and housing on it, and closes up behind as
it edges slowly along a creek bottom — like some prehistoric monster reaching out its long
neck of chain-and-buckets, rooting in the earth with its metal snout, and drawing in
enormous daily meals of golden gravels.” ® They continue to conjure up images of
prehistoric creatures lying solitary, abandoned and rusting on the tundra or in creek beds
surrounded by the evidence of an insatiable appetite for gold.

Descriptors of dredges are colorful in their own right. Often called ugly, spectacular, and
awesome, these machines might cost half a million dollars apiece rivaling ocean going
freighters in size. Tirelessly they clanked relentlessly along, floating in their own dirty
pools, tearing pay dirt from bedrock twenty or even a hundred feet below the surface.
From these ‘metal mastodons’ came a ‘tremendous air-shaking medley of sounds’ — ¢ the
crunching, groaning, roaring, grinding, clattering of stones’ falling on metal screens and
then onto gold saving tables. Around the clock they worked, their main concern the
cubic yards of gravel dug and dollars of values extracted.”

Even with the corollaries drawn with monstrous animals gobbling up huge amounts of
real estate, there was something romantic about the gold dredge. Terms like the “Modem
Gold Ship” and “Flagships of the Gold Fleet” caught the public imagination. Popular
writers saw the dredge as “the combined perfection of all the primitive ideas and methods
and the realization of the dreams of the early miners.” The dredge was a marvelous
invention. Able to do the work of an army of men and to make a profit where none
existed before. It “could mull through as much gravel in a day as a thousand prospectors
with their primitive methods, and wind up the day without a backache.” Because of this
new miracle, a distinguished monetary expert noted in 1903, the world would “not only
be saturated with gold, but it would be nauseated with it.”"

7 Rube Goldberg was a Pulitzer Prize winning cartoonist and political satirist from 1915 through the 1950s.
Among some of his best known works are his complex machines designed to accomplish simple every day
tasks. He drew his “inventions™ as contraptions satirizing new technology and gadgets. His drawings,
using simple machines and household items already in use, were incredibly complex and wacky, but
somehow (perhaps because Goldberg was an engineer by training) always had an ingenious, logical
progression to accomplishing the task at hand. (See: www.rube-goldberg.com/about.htm)

8 Clark C. Spence, The Northern Gold Fleet: Twentieth-Century Gold Dredging in Alaska (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1996), 8-9. See also: Harry A. Franck, The Lure of Alaska (New Y ork:
Frederick A. Stokes Co., 1939), 12; Marry Lee Davis, Uncle Sam’s Attic: the Intimate Story of Alaska
(Boston: W.A. Wilde co., 1930), 138.

? «Flagships of the Gold Fleet," Popular Mechanics, 69 (May 1938), 730, 732; description of the “metal
mastodons” is from R. H. Dunn, “Eight-cent Gold-Digger Eamns Millions,” Popular Mechanics, 49 (Jan.
1928), 75-76.

1% George E. Walsh, “Modern Gold Ship," Scientific American Supplement, 64 (July 6, 1907), 3-4;
“Flagships of the Gold Fleet,” 730; Nome Gold Dredging and Power company, The Gold Ship (New York,
c. 1907), 5. Quotations in this paragraph are from Anna Morrison Reid, “The Gold Dredging Era,”
Overland Monthly, 39 (June, 1902), 992; Thames Williamson, Far North Country (New Y ork: Duell, Sloan
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Unlike miners working their individual claims, dredges operated continuously, seven
days a week, for the entire season. In actuality, this averaged roughly 23 hours a day.
Crews used the additional hour for oiling and greasing the parts that “could only be
reached when the dredge is idle” and for moving the dredge forward in the dredge pond."’

WHAT IS A DREDGE?

A dredge combines the four basic principles of mining: digging, classifying matenials,
gold saving, and disposing of waste materials or tailings. A generic description explains
it as:

. a combined excavating and concentrating plant [looking] like an
animated houseboat. An endless chain of mammoth steel buckets — a
hundred or more, each weighing more than a ton — digs the gravel and
delivers it to the upper end of a revolving screen through which the gold
laden gravel passes to tables or riffles. The oversize gravel is discharged
onto an inclined belt-conveyor called the stacker, which carries it to the
tailings pile."?
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Figure 1: Coal Creek Dredge (Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) Drawing — National Park Service)

Dredges fall into four basic types: (1) flume; (2) screen and flume; (3) combination; and
(4) stacker. Each works by means of an endless chain of buckets, linked one behind the
other, rotating around a digging ladder that is capabie of being raised and lowered as

and Pearce, 1944) 89; and Alexander Del Mar, quoted in Franklin R. Carpenter, in Report of the Director of
the Mint, 1904, House Document No. 19, 59 Cong., 1 Sess. (1905-6) 52, in that order.

'' Emest Patty, “Gold Placers Inc. Annual Report, 1942,” 6.

12 Merle Colby, A4 Guide to Alaska, Last American Frontier (New York: Macmillan Co., 1939), 308-9.
Humphreys, Jr., MSS Box 45, Colorado Historical Society, Denver.
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necessary. > The modern equivalent in principle although not in use, and on a much,
much smaller scale, is the trenching machine known as a Ditch Witch®. In both cases a
series of buckets (or shovels) move in an endless chain around a solid arm, constantly
bringing more and more material up the chain as it moves forward into new ground.

FLUME/SLUICE DREDGE

On a flume dredge, the buckets dump directly onto the head of a long sluice running
down the axis of the boat. Essentially providing a mechanical means to bring large
quantities of gravels from in front of the dredge and run it through a sluice. It dumps far
enough astern to avoid interfering with its operation and to keep the dredge afloat. Flume
dredges are only useful in shallow ground with material that is both small in size and
easily washed. Their biggest benefit came in working narrow, rich, wet paystreaks.

In most cases, flume dredges were small, with buckets ranging from one and a half to
three cubic foot. According to Charles Herbert, this type of dredge was capable of
processing no more than 500 cubic yards of material daily. Their small size often meant
low cost, which allowed operators to get into the dredging business with less capital than
that required for larger operations."

SCREEN" AND FLUME DREDGE

With a screen and flume dredge, the buckets deliver the gravel into the head of a
revolving screen that separates the larger gravel from the smaller material and sends it off
the stern by means of a chute. In some cases, rather than using a revolving, tumbler-type
of a screen, dredges used a flat, table-like screen (called a "shaker" or "shaker deck").
The purpose here was to break up the larger pieces of dirt and classify materials allowing
the finer particles to pass through the sluice for gravity concentration. Advantages of this
type of dredge include: the ability to work ground with larger gravels and boulders; and
the revolving screen to help wash the gravels, separating the sticky mud, etc. from it
before sending it down the sluices. The chief disadvantages of the screen flume dredge

'> Charles Francis Herbert, “Gold Dredging in Alaska,” (Bachelor of Science Thesis, Alaska Agricultural
College and School of Mines, 1934), 6. Chuck Herbert was one of Emest Patty’s students who went on to
work at Coal Creek and Woodchopper. He oversaw the drilling crews on Woodchopper and the upper
Charley River during the first several years Alluvial Golds Inc. and Gold Placers Inc. were operating.

From here, he went on to work for the Fairbanks Exploration (FE) Company, and eventually owned several
of his own dredges in the Fortymile country. (Chuck Herbert, interview in Anchorage, Alaska, July 28,
1998).

' Herbert, 6-7.
1> Most dredges have a large, round cylinder inside them that rotates, tumbling the gravel, sand and dirt as

water sprays onto it. These cylinders have perforations/holes along their sides, similar to a washing
machine tub. These tumblers are either "screens” or "trommels" depending on who one talks with. For the
most part, "Trommels" are associated with stationary placer mining where the pay dirt is brought to the
processing point, "screens" are associated with dredging where the processing plant is moved from place to

place on the dredge.
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are that it is limited to only digging shallow ground. According to Charles Janin, "it is
difficult to keep the flume open 1n cold weather without the mechanism being enclosed as
is the case on the table stacker dredges."'®

There were several dredges of this type working in Alaska in the early 1930s. One, on
Cache Creek in the Yentna district, had six and a half-foot buckets and operated by
hydroelectric power.

COMBINATION DREDGE

The third type of dredge, the combination dredge, combines the revolving screen with a
mechanical stacker (basically a conveyor belt) to remove the coarse material well astern
of the boat. The smaller gold bearing gravels pass through the screen, fall onto a wide
riffled sluice that discharges onto additional sluices connecting to two long flumes on
either side of the hull.

Although this dredge design is both light and inexpensive, it was recommended for use
only in shallow ground and because of the nature of the sluices. It had the same inherent
problems of both the sluice dredge, and the screen and sluice dredge. It could only
operate during mild weather to prevent the flumes from icing over. According to
Herbert, there were few of this type of dredge in Alaska because of the short seasons.'’

TABLE STACKER DREDGE

The table stacker type of dredge is the most familiar to people living around or visiting
the gold fields. By far the majority of the large dredges built for Alaskan operations
represent this type.

In this case, the bucket line delivers the material to a hopper at the head of a revolving
screen. As it passes through the screen, the smaller materials fall through a series of
holes — smaller holes are located toward the head and larger toward the tail of the screen.
The material too large to fall through moves off the stern by means of a mechanical
stacker/conveyor as in the combination dredge. The material that continues through the
dredge falls onto one or more banks of riffled sluices called tables. From there, it passes
down each side into additional sluices. Then the fine material (gravel and sand) washes
off the stern by means of short tailings chutes. In the case of this type of dredge, the
flumes do not freeze up as readily as the others do. The stacker removes the bulk of the

' Charles Janin, “Gold Dredging in the United States,"” US Bureau of Mines Bulletin No. 127. Cold
weather was always the nemesis of dredging. Once temperatures dropped the dredge pond and everything
on the dredge began icing over. Dale Patty tells of an experiment involving the Consolidated (Canadian)
dredges in the Yukon where one dredge ran over the winter. Although they succeeded in operating for the

entire winter, it was the last time any company attempted to do so. (Dale Patty, personal communication,
June 25, 1998).
17 Herbert, 8.
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waste material. The flumes are shorter and housed almost entirely within the dredge
housing itself.

Like much of the mining industry in general, technological advances were few until very
late 1n the twentieth century. Most advances in dredging came principally in the use of
alloy metals, incorporating electrical equipment into their operation, and advances in the
design of the bucket line. The basics remained constant throughout the dredge era.
Material was scooped out of the ground, processed through the screen and sluices, then
removed and dropped behind the dredge with the finer gravels processed through a
system of sluices to recover the gold.

Several overlying principles govern dredging in Alaska. First, economics.
Manufacturers in the Lower 48, constructed the new dredges, shipped them to Alaska in
pieces then assembled them on-site. Shipping costs often accounted for two-thirds of the
final cost of the dredge. Replacement parts likewise were expensive to ship north.

Second, was the nature of the ground being dug. In loose ground, dredges used a large
bucket. If there was a possibility of encountering hard packed, frozen or ground
consisting primarily of boulders and other large gravels, a smaller bucket was more
efficient. The economics of scale enter the picture of dredging again. A larger bucket
was by its nature capable of putting larger quantities of material through the process, but
if a large bucket were coming up only partly full because of ground conditions, a smaller
dredge would actually be more economical.

According to Herbert, “very small buckets were favored for most Alaskan dredges but
this is probably caused by lack of capital.” Several dredges on the Seward Peninsula
used nine-foot buckets quite satisfactorily. The Fairbanks Exploration Company (F.E.
Company) had two - ten foot dredges and three - six foot dredges in its fleet and which
set new records in Alaskan dredging. By contrast, in the Yukon Territory there were a
number of dredges operating each with buckets capable of handling fifteen or more cubic
feet. Without going into too much detail, Herbert theorizes that it is “doubtful if [the
Canadians’] yardage records are much better than those of the ten-foot dredges at
Fairbanks.”'®

BUCKET CHAIN

Bucket chains are described as either open- or close-connected. In an open bucket chain,
a link is placed between each bucket. Because of its nature (see Figures 7 and 8 below), a
close- connected bucket chain has twice as many buckets. The advantage of open chains
is that in the event a large boulder is lifted by the chain, there is less likelihood that it will
catch between two buckets breaking either one or the pin between buckets, and thus the
chain itself. This in turn meant shutting down the dredge while making repairs. Again,
keeping the dredge running, at full capacity, meant more material was processed and

'8 Herbert, 9.
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more gold recovered. On the other hand, a close-connected chain meant allowed
processing twice the amount of gravel through the dredge each day.

Figure 2: Open-Connected Buckets Figure 3. Close-Connected Buckets

Buckets themselves consist of two parts, the bucket — cast of solid manganese steel and
the cutting edge, called the “lip” which is ofien a separate piece either riveted or welded
to the bucket. The nature of the ground determines the height of the bucket lip. A dredge
uses a low lip when working a “high” bank, where the material extended well above the
level of the dredge pond. This prevented the bucket from cutting more than it could carry
(“biting off more than it could chew”) when the digging ladder was almost horizontal.
Material that fell over the bucket would be lost to the bottom of the pond. When
working a "low" bank, or if the bank caves easily, dredges switch to a higher lip to keep
the material in the bucket. Like the buckets themselves, the lips were made of manganese
steel. Where ground was easy to dig, they tended to last a long time. However, when
encountering frozen ground, the lips wore out rapidly. The U.S. Smelting Refining and
Mining Company (USSR&MC) at Fairbanks reported normally getting a single season
out of a set of lips.'” The bucket lips on the dredges at Coal Creek and Woodchopper
Crecks tended to last only slightly longer than on those dredges working around
Fairbanks. In the cases of these two dredges, the company replaced the bucket lips after
approximately 200 days of digging, or every other season.”’ By 1947, both companies
were re-placing the bucket lips as part of their annual maintenance at the beginning of
each season.”’

19 Herbert, 11.

** The Coal Creek dredge operated for 80 days during 1936 and 124 %2 days in 1937. The crew replaced the
bucket lips before beginning the 1938 season. The Woodchopper dredge went into production in 1937. The
crew replaced these bucket lips for the first time before starting the 1939 season. This means that unlike
the F.E. Company dredges, the lips lasted for approximately 200 days or 20% as long. The reason for such
a marked difference is unclear at this point. Data is derived from “Gold Placers, Inc., Operating Reports,”
(1936 and 1938) and “Alluvial Golds, Inc., Operating Reports,” (1937 and 1939).

2 Patty, “Gold Placers Incorporated, Operating Report, 1947, 1 and Patty, “Gold Placers Inc., Operating
Report, 1950,” 2.
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Figure 4: Coal Creek Dredge, Bow and Digging Ladder

Using replaceable lips extended the life of a bucket somewhat. The F.E. Company found
that most of their buckets lasted only about four seasons, roughly 1000 dredging days.
Although the bucket lips wore out because of the constant grinding and digging action,
the areas most prone to failure were the eyes where the pins connect the buckets. In some
cases, patches could be welded in place, but experience proved that by the time patches
were used, the bucket was generally in poor condition overall and required replacement
soon after.”

The ground at Coal and Woodchopper Creeks consisted mainly of well-thawed gravels
ranging from small to less than a foot in diameter. Specifications for these dredges call
for replaceable, moderate sized lips, nine inches wide with a cutting edge one and one-
quarter inches thick. Rivets attach the lips to the buckets.”

During the 1930s and 40s at Coal Creek and Woodchopper, the dredge buckets differed
slightly from those used on other dredges throughout Alaska and the Yukon. In the case
of Gold Placers Inc. and Alluvial Golds Inc., the lips on their buckets not only extended
up from the top of the bucket but also comprised approximately one-third of the bucket
sides as well. Each spring new lips were riveted onto the bucket chain and the old ones
thrown away. As financial conditions worsened following World War I, the companies
attempted to weld material onto the old lips thereby extending their life as far as possible.
About the same time, one manufacturer developed a new design using a lip that fit into a

22 Herbert, 10.

> «Specifications for 4 Cubic Foot Dredge to Dig 14 Feet Below Water Level, Diesel Driven for General
A.C. McRae of Vancouver, B.C.,” Walter W. Johnson Company, San Francisco, California, Specification
No. 43, Dated April 1935, pg. 5. Janin MSS collection. Hereafter: *“Specifications, Coal Creek Dredge,”
with appropriate page numbers.
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groove on the bucket securing it with two bolts. This idea worked for several years as the
new design consisted of less metal and was easier to put on and take off. Eventually the
company realized that much of the lip was still wasted and thrown away when replacing
them.”*

The dredges at Coal Creek and Woodchopper fell into the same maintenance schedule for
replacing bucket lips, approximately once per season depending on the condition and
type of bedrock they worked the preceding year. In 1950 or ’51, the company contracted
with the AMSCO Foundry in Portland, Oregon to manufacture fillets that were welded to
the bucket lips. These increased the capacity of each bucket from four feet to roughly
four and a half cubic feet. Each season, welding the new fillets onto the old lips and
repairing pins, rollers and bucket eyes kept one welder occupied for almost the entire
summer. This also aided in lowering the maintenance costs associated with re-lipping
every season.” By this time in the history of the companies, saving any little bit on
maintenance and replacement parts meant quite literally the difference between operating
for another scason or not.

The pins connecting the buckets had to withstand tremendous stresses and strains.
Commonly made of nickel-chrome steel, the dredge at Coal Creek has pins measuring
three and one-half inches in diameter.”® The company attempted to make pins last longer,
including welding additional metal to them and machining them to size. Originally, this
proved less than optimal. Later, the introduction of new alloys allowed the machine shop
at Coal Creek to weld successfully the bucket pins.

Successful dredge companies, like Gold Placers Inc. and Alluvial Golds Inc., had a
substantial investment in spare parts for making necessary repairs. Downtime, waiting
for new parts shipments from the Lower 48 or for the machine shop to repair broken parts
meant a decline in an already meager profit margin. When it came to buckets and bucket
pins, the Coal Creek and Woodchopper dredges had a supply that covered both dredges
(one chain each) with a spare bucket to feed into the line if needed. As buckets wore,
welding patches to the bottoms and sides extended their life as much as possible. In the
case of buckets, an operator only purchased what was absolutely necessary.”’

DIGGING LADDER

The bucket chain moves in a continuous chain around a “plate girder-type” arm called the
digging ladder, in much the same manner as a bicycle chain. In the case of the Coal
Creek boat, the ladder is made from steel plates ranging from one-quarter to one-half inch
thick and bolted together. The key to the strength of the digging ladder lies in its interior
bracing.”® The gravels at Coal Creek required a ladder capable of digging to a depth of

* Dale Patty, personal communication, June 25, 1998.
* Dale Patty, personal communication, June 25, 1998.
% «Specifications, Coal Creek Dredge, pg. 5.

*’ Dale Patty, personal communication, June 25, 1998.
* Dale Patty, personal communication, June 25, 1998.
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14 feet when digging at a 45° angle. Because there was a possibility that the gravels may
go deeper 1n places, the Walter W. Johnson company made provisions to enable
cxtending the ladder to dig to a depth of twenty feet. The bucket chain rides along the
top of the ladder on a series of nine-inch diameter steel roller bearings. To support the
tremendous weight of the loaded buckets, the rollers turn on shafts nearly three inches in
diameter. The lower end has a soft cast iron bearing while cast steel hanger bearings
support the upper end. The upper bearing had to be considerably stronger because it was
suppogging the entire weight of the digging ladder in addition to that of the loaded bucket
chain.

SCREEN

As the buckets cycle over the digging ladder, they empty into a hopper® at the head of a
large, revolving screen (similar to a clothes washing machine tub), sometimes called a
“trommel.” A series of perforated plates made of high carbon or manganese steel make
up the trommel. An early variation on the screen consisted of a shaking table, but since
the purpose behind the screen is to break up as many lumps of material as possible, the
revolving screen proved more suitable. High-pressure nozzles placed at the head of the
screen and along its axis spray water onto the material passing through. This water also
assists in moving the smaller material over the gold saving sluices.

In observing a working dredge, or modern sluicing equipment, one would be surprised at
the quantity of water and the force spraying onto the alluvial material passing through the
screen. The water jets are placed far enough back inside the screen so they do not blow
the dirt back up into the hopper and thus prevent it from passing through the screen. Dale
Patty commented that, ““as a kid I always felt there was too much water and the gold
would go out the back end.”>' Conversely if there is not enough water, the gold will not
separate from the waste material and go out the stacker onto the tailings. As it turns out,
moving too much water through the dredge only affects the water quality not recovery.
On the other hand, moving the water through the dredge too fast does have a negative

affect on gold recovery.”

On many dredges, the holes in the screen increase in diameter toward the stern generally
from 3/8 of an inch to 1 1/2 inches in the lower sections. In some cases, a grizzly™ is

2 «Specifications, Coal Creek Dredge,” pp. 5- 6.

*% Due to the intense pounding from the rocks discharging from the buckets into the hopper, the hoppers on
both Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek dredges were re-enforced with one and one-half inch thick
manganese steel bars in the bottom. “Specifications, Coal Creek Dredge,” pg. 8.

31 Dale Patty, personal communication, June 25, 1998.

32 Jim Hallaron, placer geologist with the National Park Service, Alaska Region. Personal communication,
n.d.

3 A grizzly consists of parallel bars, often angle iron with the apex pointing toward the top, running
paralle! with the axis of the dredge. Their purpose is to stop large rocks, branches, or in the case of many
areas worked by Alaskan dredges, mammoth and mastodon tusks and bones from going through the dredge
workings. In the case of the Coal Creek dredge, the grizzly at the top of the screen, above the hopper,
proved to be the source of many problems until the crew fabricated a new design on-site.
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placed at the lower end of the screen. This permits the smaller material that may have
passed through the screen to fall into a small “nugget sluice.” This catches any nuggets
too large to go through the holes in the screen.”

Because of the physical nature of the gold at Coal Creek and Woodchopper -- the gold
consisted of small, fine nuggets that readily passed through the holes in the screen, during
most years the nugget sluice was not needed. Except during the 1954 season when the
Coal Creek dredge worked an area unusually rich in nuggets larger than the holes. At the
Board of Directors meeting that year, Dale Patty, mine manager and vice president of the
companies, took a cigar box full of large nuggets to the meeting intending to give them to
the directors as a “gift” from the mine. Much to his surprise, Ermest B. Bull,>” the
chairman of the board recommended, and the board unanimously concurred, to give the
box of nuggets to Dale as a thank you bonus for the good work he did running and
overseeing the operations.”®

"Save All'
Sluice

Hull
! |

Figure 5: Coal Creek Dredge, Screen, “Save All” Sluice and Distributor

The screens on the Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek dredges are 60 inches in
diameter (5 feet) and 20 feet long. Shell plates and bearing surfaces on each end add an
additional 6 1/2 feet overall. There are five sets of plates, each four-feet long that make
up the barrel-like screen. The screen perforations are uniform in the upper 4 sections.
Measuring 3/8 of an inch diameter on the inside, tapering outward to 1/2 inch on the
outer surface to prevent gravel and other material from jamming in the holes. All of the
holes in the screens are spaced uniformly making each panel interchangeable.”’

* Herbert, 13.

%> General A.D. McRae chaired the board of directors from 1935 to 1946 when, upon McRae's death, Bull
occupied the chair. Dale Patty, personal communication, September 24, 1999.

3¢ Dale Patty, interview at Coal Creek, July 19, 1998.

*7 “Specifications, Coal Creek Dredge,” pg. 9.
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SLUICES

As the alluvial gravels traveled down the screen, the smaller particles of sand, dirt, and of
course gold, would fall through the holes in the screen and land on the sluices below. On
dredges like those at Coal Creek and Woodchopper, there are a number of different
sluices, each serving a different purpose, and each accounting for a different percentage
of the gold captured.

The upper screen sluice 1s located directly below the screen and at the same angle (from
bow 10 stern) as the screen. This accounted for approximately 70% of the recovered
gold. The Jower screen sluice runs toward the bow with a slope opposite to that of the
screen. [t caprured approximately 20-22% of the gold. These two sluices were the only
ones to which mercury was added to form an amalgam with the free gold.™

Figute 7 Rifflcs showing the wear ocar Figare 8: Nuggel sluice with wooden

rmi on the comer of the angle ran from “Hungurian™ nffles o place  The water and
the constum pounding of gravel and sand materual flows from the top lef! 10 lower
The water florws in the direction (ndicated right of tlus photo. NP'S plicto, Douglas
NPS photo, Ddnglas Beokstead, July Beckstead, July 200]

2001

The dredges that worked Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek each have six side sluices
running outboard from below the screen. These averaged between 6-8% of the gold
recovery. As noted earlier. the nugger sluice was located immediately aft of the screen
{at the junction between the screen and stacker) to catch any nuggets that might have
been too big to fall through the holes in the screen. This prevented them from going up

* Gold, when exposed W mercury, forms an amalgam. Mercury acis, (or lack of a better term, like a “gold
magnet” captunng the fine gold us 11 falls over the nffles, This in wim mncreases the efMciency of the
sluices. The amalgom is heated n a reton process 1o drive oI the mercury in the form of mercury vapor
that then distills for reuse
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the stacker belt and being dumped into the tailings. The nugget sluice and save-all
accounted for approximately 2% of the total gold recovered. In the case of the dredges
on Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek, because the nugget sluice accounted for such a
small portion of the recovered gold, it was cleaned up only once or twice a year.”

Originally the sluices had riffles made from 1 X 1% inch wooden slats with thin sheet
rubber nailed to the bottom to protect the top of the riffle from excessive wear due to the
abrasive action of the sand and gravel flowing across it. This type of riffle is known as a
"Hungarian riffle."° Later the company found that a new style of riffle, made from a
grate of one-inch angle iron proved more efficient. In placing the new riffles in the
sluice, the angle stands on one edge with one side vertical and the upper side horizontal,
similar to the gallows in the child’s game “Hangman.” The water flows from the solid
side over the riffle toward the open side where the natural hydraulics create an area of
low pressure behind the angle giving the gold a chance to settle out.*!

“SAVE ALL”

Although dredges were primarily collecting the coarse gold from placer deposits, crews
made every effort to catch even the smallest amount of gold that might slip past the
machinery. A device called the "Save All" sits below the upper end of the screen, below
the upper bearing of the digging ladder. Its purpose is to catch the mud and small
material that was still clinging to the buckets after they had emptied into the hopper. The
collecting pan and grizzly extended as far forward as the sag in the bucket chain would
allow. Because the digging ladder moved up and down, thus varying the angle and the
sag in the bucket chain, the save all is adjustable by means of a series of holes and pins.*

STACKER

Waste material (gravel, etc.) passed down the the screen, and over the nugget sluice
where it drops onto the stacker. The stacker is a conveyor belt suspended below the
screen chute and from the stern gantry. It 1s used to deposit the tailings well asiern
(behind) the dredge. The side-to-side action of the dredge as it digs is duplicated at the
end of the stacker. As a result, the tailings are deposited in a crescent shape. It is easy to
tell the direction the dredge was moving by examining the points of the crescents which
point in the direction of travel.

In order to keep the stacker belt from freezing, steam pipes from a boiler on board the
dredge often ran its length. Tailings moved along the stacker on the Coal Creek and
Woodchopper Creek dredges on a thirty-inch wide conveyor belt riding over idler

* Dale Patty, interview at Coal Creek, July 19, 1998.

* Ernest N. Patty to Charles B. Ulrich Sr., letter dated March 30, 1944. Located in the Patty Collection.
' Dale Patty, interview at Coal Creek, July 19, 1998.

* “Specifications, Coal Creek Dredge,” pg. 11. Also, Ira B. Joralemon to Ernest Patty, letter dated
September 16, 1936, Joralemon MSS.
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bearings spaced every four feet. Corrugated steel roofing, extending four inches over
each side with canvas sidewalls protect the stacker and tailings from cold weather. This
allow a stacker dredge to work longer seasons than flume-type dredges.*
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Figure 9: Coal Creek Dredge, Stern with Stacker and Spud

SPUD

Depending on the size of the dredge, and its manufacturer, there would be one or two
spuds at the stern of the boat. These serve to brace the dredge against the digging face
and as pivot points for moving the digging ladder laterally across the face. On some
smaller dredges, the spud was made of wood. However, since the spud is susceptible to
severe strain both by bending as a simple beam (like a nail or spike being pushed from
the side) and in torsion (twisting) as the bow moves side to side, most were built up from
heavy steel plates. Experience proved that it was better to bolt the plates together than to
rivet them. Bolts allowed them to flex, distributing the stresses rather than concentrating
it onn few fixed points. Rivets tended to work lose or break. If bolts worked loose, they
were easily tightened.

The bearing plate at the stern required careful design and sufficient mass to distribute the
pressures exerted between the spud and hull to avoid potentially catastrophic failure on
the part of the hull. In the 1930s, most Alaskan dredges had the spud bearing against a
large castmg, several feet wide spanning the width of the stern and extending the depth of
the hull.** As an example, the spud for the Canadian Dredge No. 2 on Bear Creek outside
of Dawson was 65 feet long and weighed 27 tons.* In contrast, the spuds on the Coal
Creek and Woodchopper Creek dredges are 40 feet long. These spuds were fitted with

*3 «“Specifications, Coal Creek Dredge,” pg. 10.
** Herbert, 14.

* Lewis Green, The Gold Hustlers: Dredging the Klondike, 1898-1966 (Anchorage: Alaska Northwest
Publishing Company, 1977), 160-61.
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“heavy cast steel points at [their] lower end.” % Extrapolating the size between the

dredges yields an estimate that the Coal Creek and Woodchopper spuds weigh nearly 17
tons each. This accounts for nearly five percent of the total weight of the dredges.

Stern Gantry

Figure 10: Coal Creek Dredge Spud

To move the dredge forward, the winchman raises the spud by means of the rear gantry
and spud winch. The boat is then pulled forward by the bow lines after which the spud
was dropped, driving itself by shear weight and momentum into the bedrock below. The
tip of the spud is shaped much like the snout of a dolphin, long and tapered with a
rounded tip. The purpose behind this was to allow the spud to drive itself into the
bedrock behind the dredge, yet to pivot in its own hole. If sharply pointed, it would act
more like a nail or spike and “stick” in the hole.*’

Some of the larger Canadian dredges used the two spuds as what they called “stepping
spuds.” One would be raised clear of the bottom of the dredge pond and the dredge
would rotate about it as it went through its normal side-to-side operations. Finally, after
it had completed the cut across the face, the other spud would be at the front of the arc
(closer to the face) where it was dropped and the trailing spud raised so the process could
be completed. This however did not always work as planned. In one case, one of the two
spuds sheared off. From that point forth, instead of replacing the spud the company
proceeded to operate it as a single spud dredge.”®

* “Specifications, Coal Creek Dredge,” pg. 10.
4" Dale Patty, interview at Coal Creek, July 19, 1998.
* Dale Patty, interview at Coal Creek, July 19, 1998.
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WINCHES

An integral part of operating a dredge is its system of winches and cables. The dredge is
essentially a barge on which rests the entire heavy machinery and equipment necessary to
carry out its mission of separating gold from alluvial gravel. Systems of winches are
used on either side of the bow and stern (a total of four -- port, starboard, fore, and aft).
These hold the dredge against the digging face and move it side to side, pivoting on the
spud. Winches also raise and lower the spud(s), digging ladder and gangplank.
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Figure 11: Coal Creek Dredge, Main Deck Layout

The Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek dredges are set up to handle eight winches.
The bow line winches (one on the port side, one on the starboard) swing the dredge port
and starboard across the working face. The two stern lines (port and starboard) pull the
dredge forward. One winch powers the hoist to raise and lower the digging ladder as the
dredge moves side to side across the working face ahead of it. One winch raises the
spud. One raises and lowers the gangplank. The eighth serves as a spare if needed.”
The machinery for the winches 1s located in the forward portion of the superstructure, on
the starboard side. The winchman controls them from the winch room above by a system
of levers, linked to gears and clutches.”

The winchman (the man operating the dredge) controls the winches from the winchroom.
It 1s located two stories above the main deck at the bow of the boat. From here, he is able
to see the bucket line and both sides of the bow. In addition, a small window located at
the back of the winchroom, near the ceiling, provides a view of the spud when it is raised
and lowered. With the winchman facing the bow, immediately in front of him is a series
of levers or controls. On the ceiling above his head, to his left, are two large wooden
levers. The one on the left controls the bucket line. Pushing it forward stops the line,
pulling it back engages the clutch between the main drive pulley and a small gear that

* In the case of the Coal Creek dredge, there is a position available for an eighth winch, however it is not in
place at this time. It may have been there at an earlier date, however many changes have taken place by
owners after the Gold Placers Inc. era. The winch lever is located in the winchroom for the extra winch,

the connecting rods all lead to the empty position. (See Dale Patty, interview at Coal Creek, July 19, 1998)
% “Specifications, Coal Creek Dredge,” pg. 7.
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supplies power to the huge bull gear,” To the right of the bucket line lever is a second
wooden lever that controls power to all of the winches, Like the bucket line lever,
pushing it forward disengages the cluich, pulling it back engages 1t supplying power 1o
the bank of winches. This lever was mainly used to stop the lateral swing of the dredge
when the load on the bucket line became too heavy. It was also used when trying 10 coax
a big rock onto the line.™

Extending up from the floor of the
wintchroom is a series ot levers that control
individual winches.  Each has two levers
associgted with it One controls the clutch,
the other the brake which stops and holds
the winch drum n place. Moving port (left)
to starboard (right), the first three pairs of
levers control the following winches: (1)
hoist for raising and lowering the digging
ladder, (2) port bow line. (3) starboard bow
line. After a small separation between the
banks of levers, the remaining levers control
the following: (4) port stern line, (5)
starboard sterm line, (6) spud, and (7)
gangplank. On the far night, two levers do
not connect to an active winch. These
would serve to control the spare.” (NPS
photo by Doug Beckstead. June 2001)

Deadmen, heavy objects buried in the ground. anchor the bow and stem lines to the
shore. The last time the Coal Creek dredge operated: the company used derelict
caterpillar tractors as deadmen. Their mass was sufficient 10 hold the lines without
burying them. Gold Placers Inc. devised a method of burying two deadmen on cach side
of the pond, with a cable running between them (running cable lines parallel to the
direction the dredge was working and moving). The bow and stern lines were then
attached 10 these side cables by means of sheaves (pulleys) locked against the line. When
it was necessary to move the bow and stern lines forward, the shoremen removed the
lock. pulled the sheave forward with a tractor, then again locked i in place. This
eltminated the need to be constantly moving deadmen forward, which in turn saved time,

labor and money

The bull gear on the Coal Creek dredge measures nearly |4 feer in diameter. It provides mechanical

force 1o the upper tumbler, wiuch m turn rotates the bucket ling

Dale Pany, personal commumcation, June 25, 995

Lnally recaliimg that the Coal Creek dredge did not have a spare winch, while visiting the dredge m July
199%, the author snd Dale Patty discovered that the starboard-most set of levers are connected to linkage
ubove the winch mechamism. They do not however extend down to the winches themselves, Therefore, we
decided these must be for |

spare winch 1f the operutors found it necessary to put one on the dredge
[i%

1
' Dale Pauy, interview at { Creek. Julv 19, 1998



Chapter 4

CHAPTER FOUR
COAL CREEK OPERATIONS

GENERAL ALEXANDER DUNCAN (A.D.) MCRAE

In 1933, General A.D. McRae from Vancouver, Canada decided to venture into gold
mining. He saw gold mining as an industry that showed promise for weathering the
world-wide economic depression and through his personal investigations determined that
because of international tax structures, the best places to mine for gold were British
Columbia and Alaska. McRae brought in some of the foremost experts in the fields of
geology and mining to assist in his venture. These included: Ira B. Joralemon, an
internationally known consulting geologist with decades of experience; Charles Janin, a
renowned dredge engineer and expert who worked throughout the world; and Emest N.
Patty, dean of the School of Mines at the Alaska Agricultural College and School of
Mines. Of the four men, McRae was the only one not viewed as an expert in the fields of
geology and mining — but then, he was the one financing the operations and he was an
expert at managing businesses.

McRae first came into Patty’s office in Fairbanks in 1933. Patty described him as a big
man who looked “as if he had force and brains.”' Patty’s youngest son Dale describes
McRae from the standpoint of a young boy meeting a giant of a man:

He was a large man with a large stomach, but carried himself straighter
than any man I have ever seen. At first, he scared me silly because he was
so 1mposing, but then we got to be real friends (I guess because he had no
sons) and he treated me like royalty and taught me many things.”

McRae was born in 1874 on his family's farm in Glencoe, Ontario. His life would take
him from his humble beginnings to becoming one of Canada's financial, business and
political leaders.

At the age of 24, in 1898, he had managed to save $1,000. This he invested in a very
successful banking venture in Duluth, Minnesota where he turned his small investment
into $50,000. Not only did McRae bring new capital back to Canada he also brought his
new wife, the former Blanche Howe of Minneapolis, with him as well. They would
eventually have three daughters, Blanche, Lucile, and Margaret ("Peggy"”). All the

McRae women became shareholders in his ventures on Coal Creek and Woodchopper
Creek in Alaska.’

' Emest Patty, North Country Challenge, (New York: David McKay Company, Inc., 1969), 88.

* Dale Patty, personal communication, June 25, 1998.

* "General McRae Dies in Ottawa," undated obituary of A.D. McRae, taken from the Dawson Daily News.
Original located in the Patty Collection at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks.
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Using this new capital, he, along with additional Canadian associates, purchased 500,000
acres of Saskatchewan farmland from the Canadian government for 35 per acre. They
increased their holdings by making purchases from railroads and others until they
eventually controlled 5,000,000 acres. This in turn they sold for a profit of $9,000,000.
By this time, McRae ranked as one of the wealthiest men in western Canada. Through a
brilliant business career, embracing such varied interests as lumber, fishing, whaling and
land speculation, he showed extraordinary organizing abilities.  Applying his
organizational ski114s and business methods to the fields of politics and war brought him
even more Success.

McRae continued focusing his attention further west. He was hired to oversee harvesting
a vast quantity of timber in British Columbia. To accomplish this, McRae established the
Canadian Western Lumber Company, one of the largest in British Columbia.’> As an
indication of his business acumen, he formed the company to buy the timber he was
supposed to liquidate thus capitalizing on it all the way around. To support his timber
operations, McRae built the Fraser River Mill near Vancouver. Here he milled lumber
for building way stations and other facilities along the route of the new Grand Trunk
Pacific Railroad through northern British Columbia. At that time, it was the largest
lumber mill in the world.® As a result, McRae was paid to cut the timber while his own
company bought it to transport it to his mill where it was milled into lumber to expand
his railroad.

In addition to his lumber interests, he established and developed Wallace Fisheries, one
of the most important fishing and whaling companies, in British Columbia. Through his
innovations, McRae modernized the Canadian fishing industry by financing the first
salmon cannery to clean and pack the fish with the “Iron Mike” instead of hand labor. He
also financed the first “mother ship” to cut the expenses associated with whaling. In both
cases, he saw that others would soon imitate his methods, thus cutting into his large
profits, so he sold out after the first few good years.’

When World War 1 broke out, McRae went to Europe as an officer in a Canadian
regiment. By the war’s end, he had advanced to the rank of Major General assisting
Britain's Minister of Information, Lord Beaverbrook.® For his services, the British crown
offered McRae knighthood, which he declined.” For the remainder of his life he was
known as his military rank rather than by his own name. Even today, six decades
following his death, family and associates still refer to him as “The General.”

* "General McRae Dies in Ottawa,” undated obituary of A.D. McRae, taken from the Dawson Daily News.
9riginal located in the Patty Collection at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks.

Ibid.
® Ernest Patty, North Country Challenge, New York: David McKay Company, Inc., 1969), 88.
"Ira B. Joralemon, Adventure Beacons (New York: Society of Mining Engineers of AIME for the Mining
and Metallurgical Society of America, 1976), 302.
® "Saga of An Individual," unidentified newspaper clipping located in the Patty Collection, University of
Alaska, Fairbanks.

? Ernest Patty, North Country Challenge, (New York: David McKay Company, Inc., 1969), 88.
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Figure |: General A D, McRae (wearing the dark suit
on the nght) meeting with members of the
Conservative Party, 1930, Mrs. McRae is holding the
bougquet. (Photo courtesy of the Vancouver Ciry
Archives)

McRae gravitated to politics after the war. His first large-scale venture in Briush
Columbia was the formation of the Provincial Party, which captured only one seat in the
1924 election but split the Conservative vote so badly that the Liberals were victorous.
By 1927, General McRae became a Member of Parliament (MP) representing the
Vancouver North district,  Apparently forgiven by the Conservatives, he organized the
National Conservative Convention and through his efforts over the next three years
brought the Tories to power in 1930 with the election of Mackenzie King as Premier.'”
Although this move cost him his seat in Parliament, the following vear he was rewarded
for his efforts with a lifetime appointment to the Canadian Senate."’

McRae was in the habit of bringing the best individuals he could find into his operations.
Ira Joralemon described him in 1931 as “well over 50, nearly bald, of medium height and
build. and handsome.” Several months earlier, McRae had taken a fall on the icy steps of
the Parliament building i Ottawa and cracked his skull. Joralemon noted that “he moved
carefully [thereafter] but his judgment was unimpaired.”"

In the summer of 1933, McRac and Joralemon, both convinced that the price of gold
would be rising in the near future, met with Emest Patty to examine properties in Alaska.
The pair approached Patty because of his familianity with most of the mining distniets in
the Territory through his 11 vears of teaching at the College. In addition, he had

" "Saga of An Individusl,” umdentified newspaper clipping located in the Patry Collection. University of
Alaska, Farbanks

Emest Patty, North Country Challenge, (New York: David McKay Company. Inc., 1969). 88
“Ira B Jorzlemon, ddventure Beacons (New York: Socrety of Mining Engineers of AIME for the Mining
and Metallurgical Society of America, 1976), 301

89



Coal Creek Operations

examined several of the properties that interested them. Patty himself also took an active
interest in developing mining operations in Alaska.

After spending time pouring over notes and maps depicting the properties that interested
McRae and Joralemon, McRae informed Patty that “If I find a mine, I want you to
operate it for me.” Patty notes in his autobiography that “I did not know at the time how
quick McRae was in making decisions. 1 just thought it an odd way of saying ‘thank you’
for the information I had given them.” The following summer (1934), McRae and
Joralemon were back in Alaska, this time they employed Patty to spend a month traveling
with them looking over properties.

During the summer of 1934, McRae, Joralemon, and Patty examined four mining
properties in hopes of finding one with enough potential for developing a profitable lode
mining operation. These included the following sites:

(1) The Cliff Mine near Valdez. Here, miners had followed the mineralized vein
365 feet down where rich ore lured them to extend a drift out under the sea.
While drilling a face, seawater began to seep into the workings. When they
foolishly blasted, the sea came rushing in flooding the lower works effectively
closing the mine.

The McRae, Joralemon and Patty team thought that with modern high
capacity pumps, it would be possible to empty the water from the mine
sufficiently to grout the tunnel with cement. After hiring an expert from San
Francisco with experience in wet mines, the venture proved a failure.

(2) Beauty Bay, 75 miles west of Seward on Nuka Bay. This site showed low
assay values and large quantities of iron pyrite (fool’s gold) and some galena.

(3) Ester Dome, near Fairbanks. Here, Patty developed two different tunnels
following mineralized veins for use as part of the School of Mines curriculum.
Early work averaged about $50.00 of gold per ton. However, before long the
vein “pinched out” and the college abandoned the venture.

(4) Quigley Properties at Kantishna."* The mines that Joe and Fanny Quigley had
been working showed potential as silver mine. McRae invested $40,000.00 in
tunnels and surface trenches to explore the extent of the ore body.
Unfortunately, although it looked promising at first, the additional work only
revealed lower grade ores. This, coupled with the long distances to reliable
transportation to get ore to market, ended this venture as well.”?

"* Ernest Patty, North Country Challenge (New York: David McKay Company, Inc.), 89.

'“ A number of the Quigley claims are now incorporated into the Kantishna area of Denali National Park
and Preserve. They have been the focus of hazardous materials remediation and mine reclamation
activities for a number of years.

"> Emest Patty, North Country Challenge (New York: David McKay Company, Inc.), 89-93.
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After four failures at finding a suitable lode mining property, the group turned its
attention to finding an area showing promise as a placer deposit. Patty brought up a
tributary of the Yukon called Coal Creek where “pick and shovel” miners had been able
to scratch out a “scanty” living for almost 35 years. Patty thought that from signs he had
seen on previous visits to the area, with mechanical mining (i.e., dredging) the gold
bearing gravels might be mined profitably.'

McRae offered something the “pick and shovel miners” did not have -- money, and lots
of it.'” Because of his personal fortune, he was able to bankroll the initial operations at
Coal Creek, turning a profit almost immediately. Through McRae’s keen business sense,
coupled with the high caliber of individuals he had working with him, he expanded the
operations into Woodchopper Creek the following year, again turning a profit right from
the start. McRae, Patty, Janin and Joralemon pulled off what one mining historian has
labeled ““an exceptionally well-planned, carefully prepared dual enterprise that showed
Alaska dredging at its best.”'®

COAL CREEK OPERATIONS

After examining the four lode mining locations and not seeing anything with promise,
McRae, Joralemon and Patty visited the workings at Coal Creek and were favorably
impressed with what they saw. Consequently, they optioned several miles of ground
from the claim owners.

Several weeks later, Patty returned to Coal Creek with a churn drill and a crew to
prospect and evaluate the property. The crew put down a series of drill holes at one
hundred-foot intervals across the valley floor, drilling through muck and frozen gravel
until penetrating bedrock. These drill lines, spaced one thousand feet apart up and down
the valley, gave a three dimensional display of where the gold was concentrated among
the alluvial gravel. To check the results from the drilling, they sank several prospect
shafts between the drill lines. Combined with promising results from the exploratory

drilling, the price of gold went up from $20.67 to $35.00 an ounce, just as McRae had
suspected 1t would.

Based on their findings at Coal Creek, McRae offered to match Patty’s university salary
and to give him an interest in the mine if he agreed to manage the operation. Patty
discussed it with his wife Kay and then tendered his resignation from the college,

'® Ernest Patty, North Country Challenge (New York: David McKay Company, Inc.), 93-94.

'” One element of McRae’s personality that comes across in several descriptions of his actions 1s his
philanthropic nature. On more than one occasion, Joralemon mentions in his autobiography that McRae
would make “payments” to individual miners on the pretext of considering options for their claims, without
formal contracts and without intention of following through with the options, simply brushing the payments
off as “they need it more than I do.” Joralemon also comments that “Gen. McRae liked and admired the
miners of the early days in Alaska ...” (Ira B. Joralemon, Adventure Beacons (New York: Society of
Mining Engineers of AIME for the Mining and Metallurgical Society of America, 1976), 312 and 314.

'* Clark C. Spence, The Northern Gold Fleet: Twentieth-Century Gold Dredging in Alaska ( Urbana:
University of Chicago Press, 1996), 104.
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effective at the end of the 1935 school year. Unfortunately, his resignation resulted in
hard feelings on the part of University President Dr. Charles E. Bunnell.  Their
friendship took three years to heal.”

When he accepted McRae’s offer of running the operation at Coal Creek, Patty did not
realize the full extent of his employer’s management style. As it turned out, in Patty’s
words,

Once [McRae] gained a favorable impression of a man, he handed the job

over to him, lock, stock, and barrel. He also stood behind whatever

decisions were made. 1 was unused to such sweeping authority. But by

that time, I was 1n it up to my neck. It was sink or swim.?°

Based on Joralemon’s interpretation of the prospecting and production records that
Slaven had dating back to the early 1900s, he estimated that the upper claims contained
1,600,000 cubic yards of gravel, averaging $1.10 per yard at $35.00 an ounce. The
uppermost 5000 yards, he estimated contained 800,000 cubic yards averaging $1.98 per
yard. At this early stage of the operation, he was not able to provide a good estimate of
either the yardage or value of the ground comprising the lower claims. He calculated
that, taking into account all the usual expenses associated with a placer mining operation,
the properties at Coal Creek had a potential to turn a profit of $1,360,000 over a six-year
life. At this point, the group still had not decided on exactly what the best approach to
mining the placers would entail. Joralemon suggested using several drag lines (the least
expensive means of moving a large amount of gravel) or possibly installing a small
dredge.”' He estimated the cost for draglines at $20,000 each and a dredge approximately
$100,000 to $150,000. The advantage of a dredge would be that they could move a much
larger amount of material in a shorter amount of time.*?

During the fall and winter of 1934-35, the group made the decision that the best way for
recovering the gold at Coal Creek was to use a dredge. McRae brought Charles Janin, the
world renowned dredge expert, to assist with determining what type of dredge would best
suit the conditions and size of the operation planned at Coal Creek. The company sent the
following specifications to several dredge manufacturers for bids:*

Y Patty, North Country Challenge, 93-94.

20 Patty, North Country Challenge, 95.

*! Joralemon had very little, if any, experience in dredging operations. This explains why he felt that the
best way to mine the placers on Coal Creek and Woodchopper Creek was by using draglines. See: Clark
C. Spence, The Northern Gold Fleet: Twentieth Century Gold dredging in Alaska (Urbana: University of
Chicago Press, 1996), 105.

*? Joralemon, “Report on Coal Creek Placers,” pg. 6. The figure of $1,360,000 was calculated at $35.00
per ounce (1935 values). In the current 1997 market, approximately $300 per ounce, the estimate would
rise to almost ten times as much, or $13,600,000.

% Charles Janin to Ira B. Joralemon, letter dated February 22, 1935. Janin MSS.
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Standard California-type bucket and stacker dredge.

4 cubic foot, two piece buckets, inside and outside lips of manganese steel.
Steel pomtoons, all welded hulls. The pontoons were to be bolted together
for easv take down,

All-steel superstructure, mostly bolted.

Housing steel frame and corrugated iron, framed in such a manner that an
inside lining of wood or other matenal can be added if desired.

Dredge capable of digging 14 feet below water level and carrying a six-foot
bank

The draft is not to exceed 3.5 feet. completely loaded.

Diesel drive, with alternate quote for a diesel-electric plant to be on board
the dredge. purchaser’s choice.

Dredge 10 be designed so the ladder may be lengthened to dig 20 feet below
water level if so desired at some future time,

Single spud, offset from the center.

Stacker, canvas covered.

Dredge to have 40 hp horizontal boiler, water pump and injector.

Quote shall be F.O.B. San Francisco or Seattle.

Quote constructed on ground, ready to operate.

How long after receiving order, could they make delivery?

While negotiations were beginning for purchasing a dredge. planning continued for
building and equipping the camp at Coal Creck. Supplies for the new camp arrived by
riverboat at Slaven’s Roadhouse on the banks of the Yukon in June 1935. During the
next several months, crews constructed a rough road from the roadhouse, eight miles
upstream to the camp and a two-mile long ditch along the hillside bringing water to the
mining arca for stripping and thawing.

A laska Road Commission {ARC) grader at work on the Coal Creck Road approximately 1'% miles

above the Yukon River. NPS Photo, Bill Lemm Collection
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The camp itself consisted of frame buildings, mounted on skids for moving them from
one location to another as the dredging operation moved down the dramnage. Even the
mess hall consisted of two sections; cach mounted on log skids eighteen inches in
diameter. Initially, there were a series of four-man bunkhouses, a };nld room for cleaning
and assaying, an office. a machine shop, and a tractor repair shop.”

Activities continued on several differemt froms, First, the camp at Coal Creek had to be
established, manned, outfitted and work begun on additional drilling to determine the exact
boundanes of the placer. Second. bids for a dredge were received, evaluated, and a
decision made on which manufacturer would provide the best product for their money.
Most of this work took place in San Francisco and Vancouver. with input from Patty in
Alaska as needed. McRae, true 10 his style, hired the best people possible for running his
operations letting them do their jobs with very little input or oversight from lhum.

Camp No. 1 near the confluence of Cheese Creek and Coal Creek (circa 1941-42). View 15 to the
northwest with the machine shop and parts warchouse visible in the back-center of the photo.  The Coal
Creck dredge is visible in the distance at the right side of the photo, Frank Hall Collection, photograph
courtesy of Frank Hall

Five manufacturers submitted bids for a dredge:

Yuba $127.000.00 FOB Seattle
Bucyrus 110,000.00 FOB Seattle
Peake RR,950.00 FOB San Francisco
Johnson 26.975.00 FOB San Francisco
Bethlehem 78,225.00 FOB San Francisco

Of the five bids, Bethlehem proposed building a three cubic foot dredge contrary to the
request and therefore dropped from consideration. The Yuba and Bucyrus presented their
proposals verbally. These proposals were considerably above those of Peake and

2 Pauy, North Country Challenge, 96-97
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Johnson. In addition, these bids did not include specifications as to what type, size or
style of dredge they of