e @ | e

by

Charles Vo Snell
Historian

Senterber 1L,197R

29 PPo

Natiorr}al Cavnital Teem
Denver Service Center
National Zark Service

Denver Colorado, 1978

D10
File '
o .
~ Washington
A Brief History of the Washington Monument Monu me ntT
and Grounds, L/63= 12978
/& mm ooly

United States Department of +he Interior

PLEASE RETURN TO:

TECHNICAL INFORMATION CENTER
DENVER SERVICE CENTER
NATIONAL PALK SERVICE

B L Sy -

AT




[ TR RT T e Beeh L erm e AL AN b bbb s e Sy bk ke 2 e

e S Tablo of Contents .

- : The Washington Monument at Washington sDeCo Pagn

Ao gigni_ficanceo.o. 0098000000000 000s60000600000000casscocss l

Bo HiStOI}' of the "w’ashington .’bnument, 1833" 197800000-001; 2

_ 1, Barly Efforts to !emorialize George Washingtongesesce 2
| ~ 1783-1860,

2. The Vashington Natiomal Monument Scciety,1833=76eceo L
3o Construction of the Mamument, First Phase,28Li8=60e.es 7
Ll.- The Unfinished 1bnmem,186ol-1876000 00 e000000000000 11

5e The National Government Commleted the Momwient
o a New P].an,l876-18880o0.cooooaocuoouanooooocoooooo »

6o Altcrations to the ionument, 1889=29784c000ecccsecsss 20
Te The Mormment GroundSoceesecvessscecscosccres cosoeeecee’l

a, Reclaiming Land, 1802-I190Leeeeessonenssooesses sons 22
4 be The Mcitillan Flan, 1900=19326eccssccsosccoscssssno 23

Ce Existing Condidition,l978000aoooococo.ou.oooo0000026
Bibliogr‘aph:i.cal References'o...o....-..-..'-.u.............. 27

Appendixes.

Noe I~Checklist of Chief 19th Century memorial
monuments of heroic SCalGooooco.oc-cooooooooeoeocooooo-o 28

Ko. 2= Costs of Constructicn and Anrual Federal
Appropriations and Expenditures to build the _
Washington Ibmment, 18}.[8"18880 90006000006 000000000GSESELES 29




@ Final draft-0e7eSnell &

Hhe Washington Momument at Washingion,D.C.

e A. significance: i |

This towering 555-foot-=high white marble cbelisk, built between
2848 and 188l with funds from public subscriptions and Federa.i
appropriations and modelled after ancient Fgyptian monuments, commemorates
the achievements and unselfish devotion to public service af George
Washington, Cormander-in-Chief of the Continental Armyr during the War

)77
for American Independence,l7§>=1783, and the first President of the
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United States under the Constitution, 1789-~1797. Architectually, the
shaft Is the most grandoise and beautiful of the herojc~sized historical
memorials erectéd in the United Sta‘tes during the X9th cent ' *.l

The construction of the first 150 feei of “he obelisk followed j
a plan that was prepared by the noted architect ‘Eioberb #i1ls and that
i~ of the remaining fwo-thirds of the shaft wms built on the basis of data

provided by the farous scholar George Perkins Mearsh, Superintendents of ‘i
i

Aoostruction of the Washington Monurent were: Robert Mills, 1848-I855, and

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas ILincoln Casey, Corps of Engineers, U.S. Armyy,
| 1878~188% The cost of construction of the obelisk from 1818 to 1884 i

wag $ 1,187,710.31 and the tobal cost of construction of the monument

2 _

and improvesient of its ;rounds from 1848 to 1888 was § 1,109,500,  Of ‘
about

this latter sum,h$ 300,000 was provided by private coniributions %o the

the Washington National Momment Society and $ 1,109,500 by +he

. appropriations of Congresse The Washington lonument was first opened

to visitors on October 9, 1888. and by March 7+1969, 50,000,000 visiteds

had visited the top of the monument. '
' in the 19th century :
1,For a checklist of thechief memorials erected;to corremorate historgeal
events in the United States, see Appendiz: los l¢ The Washington Monmumen® was. if
" ) 2, See Appendix No. 2 for Anmual Cost of Construction of Washington 1
T Yonument, and also for Federal Appropriationss _ .. . ... — = = B
)< the third major monumcnt to be constructed in the U.S eybeing proceeded by

the Washington Monument at Baltimore(1815-29) and the Bunker Hill Monument
(182542).




B. History of the Washington Momument, 1833- X708 :

&

1o Early Effforts to Memorialize George Washington,1783-1860¢:

In recoginition of George Washingtn's great rilitary services

to his co'un"c,ry during the War for American Indeperndences 1775 to 1783, the

Continental Congress on August 7, 1783 resolved "that an eqmesﬁ'ian statue
of General Vashincton be erected at the place where the residence of Congress
shall be establishedo" The statue was to be of bronze and " the Generall[was]
tc%oé represenved in a Eomam dress, holding a truncheon in his right hand,
and his head encircled with a laurel wreaths' To be inscribed on the
marble pedestal of thé statue was the statement that this statue was
built " in honor of George Vfashington, the illustrious Commander in Chief
of theArries of the United States of America during the war which vindicated
and secured itheir liberiy, sovereigniy, and independences" The " principal
events of the war m which General Washington cormrended in person, viz: the
evacuaiion of Bosuon, the capture of the Hessians at Trenlony the battle of
Princeton, ﬁle action of Honmouth, and the surrender of Tork[town)' also
were to be representecfoB

In accordance with this resolution, the French engineer, !ajor Charles
Pierre L'Enfant, in 1791, provided 2 location for this statue in his plan
for tne new Federal city of Washingion which was prepared under the irmediate ;
direction of President George Vashingion. It was to stand on a reservation
at the intersection of the lines west and south of the futwure Capitol and ' \
the Presidenﬁ's Houseo Mo action, however, was taken in 1791 to actually | |
erect the statues T |

On Dedember 23,1799, eight days afier the death of Washingten, UJS,

Representative John arshall of Virginia, later the distinguished Chief Justice

3e Tactfully, the Continental Congress did not tinclude the great battles— at
Long Island, Fort Washington, Brandy:'rine,_ and Germartown= in which General
"Washington had also commanded but been defeateds
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of the United States, proposed‘.."'th'at a marble monument be erected by
the United States in the Capitol, at the cdiy of Washington, and tuat
the family of General ‘ashingtorn be reque.sted' to permit his body to be
deposited under ite" Mo action was taken at that times

On My 9,1800, the Congress recormended that instead of ithe equestrian

statue contemplated in the resolution of 1783 a " meusoleum of Anerican
granite and marbley, in pyraridal form, one hundred feet square at the base
and of a proportifate heightﬁ should be erected in Washingtons Although the
House of Fepresentatives on January 1,1601, passed a bill appromriating
$ 200,000 for the constructiom of the proposed muscleun, the Seaate did
not concu:r.and the plan came to naught,

Not until 1816 wes the subjech of a memorial to Washingion again
gseriously considerede In that year, as a result of the efforts aof the Siate
of Virginia to have %the rermains of Vashingion buried in Pichrond, 2 Congressiore 1
comrrittee prpposed that a tomb be placed in the foundations of the Capitol.
and that a morument be erected im his meniorys Bushrod Wasnington, nephew
of the Revolutionary Commander«in-Chief 2nd then proprietor of iount Vernon,
refused to cmnsent to the removal of the remains, because Washington had
expressly requested that he be buried at Mount Vernon. Congress therefore
indefinitely mstponefconsideration of the bill. In 1822, anotner Cdngressional
request, vigorously supported by Henry Clay, the great Whig leader, that the
remains be bro;lght to Washington fer burial in the Capitol, was again refused,
this time by John A. Washington, who had come into possession of lount Vernons

In 1832 a marble mausoleum was constructed under the Capitol's Rotunda

ag the last resting place for the bodies of both George and Martha Washington,

but this catafaljue has remained vacant from 1832 to this day,
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" In July 1832, the Congress next authorized the then large sum of § 5,000

for a mfble statue of Washington to be executed by " a suitable artis(®

s

and displayed in the Rotunda aof the Capitol. Horatio Greenough, a noted

Boston sculptor then working in Italy, won the commission. He warked on it

for eight rears. His neoclassic 20=-ton statue portrayed Whashington( “wice

life size) in a Roman toga, seated, with bare chest and loosely draped,

The Victorian public was shocked :'hen the statue was wiveiled in the

Rotunda in 284X, The dignified general appeared, it was said as if "entering

or leaving & bathe' Shortly after this, Congress found it inappropriate
for the Rotunda floor and it was removéd to the grounds, vhere it suffered
the whims of the weather until 1908, when Congress finally transferred the
statue to the Smithsonian Institution for preservation and e xhibiz,

In 1853, Congress finally provided for tne ereciion of an bronze
equasirian statue of General Washington in the District of Colurbia,

spmropriatingy $ 50,000 to carry out the Continental Congress resolution
U

of 1783, Clark !41ls, an 2ble young . . 7% sculptor fram Syracuse,lieYe,

in Tafayetle Stuare in the Vational Capital, was selected “o undertake the

worlce Seven years later, the Mills statue was erecited in Washingion Circle

¢
had just completed *he celebrated statue of Andrew Jacksen schich still stands

at the joint mtersecuons of Pennsylvenia zand New Hampshire Avenves with I

and Trenty-Third Streets, Northwest, and was unveiled on February 22,1860,

with impresssive cere:.:onies in the presence of a distinguished gatheringe

The face of the statue was modeled from rIcudo*x 's. celebrated bust of the (g?meral

¢
and the revolutlon,\um.form( and nou the Roman toga specified in the resolusi
of 1783‘) wags copied froma gevolutionary cne known to have been worn by

Washingtone

Thus after a lapse of 87 years from the first proposals %o memorialize

Washington in the District of Columbia, Tongress had provided for the creation
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- John Fogers of the UeS. llavyg, several journalists, bankers, public officers,

~of funds begane As the Society wished the enterprise to be really popular

e - @ h
of tro stafues and one empty tomb for this purposee

20 The Washington National Monument Society, 1833-1676 : -

Following the failure of Herry Clay's efforts %a secure Federal
appropriations for a national monumertt in 1832, the Wasgingion National
Monument Society was formed in the District of Columbia by 2Q interested
gentlemen ir Septerber 1833 oh The associatj.??n was largely the result of

the energetic efforts af George W atte_r%(,on,;:‘i—brariah" of Congress, and the
membership included CoZe George Borford, Chief of Ordnance, Peter Force,

historian and archivist, Col, James Kearneyy of the Tapographical Engineers,

and businessmene ‘

Chief Justice John Marshall, then 78, was erected its first . _“Z.president,
Upon his death two years later im 1835, former President Jares ladison was
erected to succeed hime The Society?'s other first officers were Willianm
Cranch, Chief Justice af the Disirict Court, First Vice Presidend; Peter
Farce, Second Vice-President; Thoras Carberry, former laror of Vashinghom,
Third Vice-President; Samel Harrison Smith, founder ano}/e_ itor of the
Rational Imtelligencer, Treasurerj and Ceorge Watiersgn, First Secretary,

_ A
During the period of Madison's leadership, the systematic collection

and national in scope, comiributions were initially lirtited to one dollar a

year from amy rersons

Ite This Society was probably modeled after the Bunker Hill Morument Ass,ocia‘t.ions 1
which had been founded by 50 initerested gentleren in 1623 to acguire and L
[reserve the Bunker Hill Battlefield at CharlestongMasse., and to erect a
momment tc commemorate that even: of June 17,1775. The Association had held
an architcctural contest for the design of the memunent in 2825, Public fund
drives wure conducted throughout New England in 162526 and in the 18301's to
raise the § 156,000 necessary to erect the obelisk and irprove the groundse
The Bunler Hill Monument was coripleted in 18)i2+ Except far & 7,000 provided
by the State of lassachusetts, the money came%tf{gia private contributions.
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Agents. for the collectior of con tributions were appointed for each

b

State and Territory. In addition to individual contributions, moncy
was coll cted on special occasions at public gatheringse The economic
distress that spread over the nation for several years after the

Pahic of 1837, however, greatly interfered with the initial effoirtes of ;

the Society %o collect funds, and five years later, by the end of 1838,
5
only slightly more than $ 30,000 had been raiseds

Yeaflihile, however, in 1836 the Society had advertised a compelibion

.,,.,,., Rliancs 8 a0

for designs of the proposed monument, Of those submiited, that of Robert

Mills of South Carolina, ar chitect of the recently(1829) completed
4 6 ‘
Washington Monurment in Baltimore, was chosen. "This design,"” ldlls

explained,” embraces the idea of 2 grand circular colonnaded building,

250 feet in diemeter and 100 feet high, from which smr ings an obelisk

P e ]

, s@a.ft 70 feeb[square] at the base and 500 feet high, making a total elevation
of 600 i‘ee“i';. This vast rotunda[ a circular Greek serplel],forming *he grand |
base of the }.Iomunentf\sum‘ounded by 30 colwms of 18 ssive proportions, | ;
being 12 feet in diameter and 45 feet high, elevated upon on lofty basSeos
of 20 feeﬁ elevation and 300 feet square, surmounted by an entablature
of 20 feet high and crovned by a massive talustrade 15 feet in heighbe"

Above the roof of the central portico was to stand a colossal toga=
#lad figure of Washington driving a battle charios drawn by fouw
Arabian gpeeds. Around the rotinda, which lfills called +the "!ational

Pantheon,' ° were to be placed the statues of the 56 Signers of the

5, The Bunker Hill Monument Association was alsa experiencing diff@culties

in rising fumds. Two funds drives, one in 1833 and dhe other in 16L0, Jfovée e\

collected a total of $ 72,000, enough to complete, the Bunker Hill project */ R

in 18).121 ) :Aﬁ\
, 6, M1ls had alse entered the architectural competition for the design of ;J ‘
/ \ the Bunker Hill Monument in 1825 and submitted a plan for an obeliske lo 3
orize, however, was awarded and mone of the entries were used im the actual -y
design of the obelisike
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Signers of the Declaration of Independence., Space was also allotted
for statues of other leaders of the American Revolution and for paintings
of battles and ather scenes of that periode

| In the center of the proposed monmment provision :ras to be mde for
a tomb of Washingtar, in order that his remains might be received should
it ever be desired to bury them in the lational Capitale. "A railway" was 73
transport visitors to an circsular observatory 20 feet in dianeter to
be located atop the square shafi, Mills estimated the cost of constructing
his design at one million dollars,

With only . '$ 30,000 in hand, additional funds was the noss pressing
problem of the Sociedy. In 1839, therefore the original limitation of
corxtfibutions to one dodlar a person was témporari];; removed so that the
takers of the national census in 1840 could freely colicit donationse
Contributioﬁs, however, were still woaf‘all;} . imadequate, and In 18L5
the Society definitely removed the limitation on gifis to one dollar.

In order to encourage donations, large mubers of Ilithographs aof the proposed
morunent and of Gilbert Stuart's portrait of Washington in Faneuil Hall,
Boston, were made for distribuiion to coniributorse Entertaiments, fairs,
and social gatherings were held in many corrunities by groupp of interested
women %o augnentt the funds raised by direct contrioution. As a result of
these efforts over a 1 year period, a grand total of about § 87,000 vas
gathered by 18L7,

The Society now believed that it had collected enough nioney to
begin construction, but it as yet had no site far the structure. In 1638,
and again in 18LL, Congress had discussed the proposal af the Society that
the Federal Government authorize the erection of +he monumént on public land

in the City of Washington, bﬁt no action had been taken. In early 2818,
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the Congress passed a resolution autharizing the Washington National
I_'bnument Society to erect the proposed morument upon such portion of the
public grounds in tho city of Washington é.s m.ght be selected by the
President of the United Statesg and by the Society. The site selected
consisted of 37 acres and was the same site, Keservation No. 2, on which
L'Enfart had plamed in 1791 to 2ocate th_e equestrian statue of
Washington that the Continental Congress had voted to ereét in 2783 at
some future datec,'r Soil tests, hovever, revealed that the intended site
due south of the white House amd due west of the Capitol was too marshy to
support the weight of the momumente A site about 100 feet to the southvest
Was chosen and thié altered the nommert s north~south alignitent with the

White House and also its east-irest alignment =with the Capitole

Despite the compromise with the originally planned syrmetry, the
final site offered an excellenit view of the Capitol and afforded ready
access to building raterials brought inte the city by river berges on
the Potomac ar by the new Baltimcre and Ohio Raij_r-oad, vhich entered the
city just 10 blocks from the site of the ;'nonwnerrt near lith and B Stresh,
South, The finewgrained white marble was to come from guarry of Thomas
Symington, known as the Beaver Dam (uarry, in Baliimore County, Mdese The

stone and sand were to come from nearb.y quarries in Haryland and Virginia,

3. Construction of the Vashington omument, First Phase, 18L8-1860:
On July L,18.8, Benjamin B. French, Grand Master oii the Viashingtan,
Sty
D+C, Masonic lodgey laid the corner stones He used the}\trowel Washington

kad employed at the Capitol in 1793. The occasion was a national celecration

7. The deed granting the land to the Society was executed April 12,1849
and the site is described as Feservation Noe 3. -
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and between 15,000 and 20,000 people were Present, »Rﬁbert Ce Winthrop;
Speaker of the House of Revresentatives,delivered the two-hour keynote
addresse Also in atterdance were President James Ko Polk, future Chiefl
Executives, Janes Bunchana@SAbraham Lincoln, and Andrew Johnsony George
Washington Perke Custis, the foster grandchild of George Yashingtion, lirse
Alexar'de‘ Hamilton, and ifrse Dollt(e;;’églsl)son vere also present., New
attention was focused upon the project by the cornerstone cererony and
"give a penrg™ appeals went out to the lation's 3,0003000 schoal children.
These efforts raised the total of donations to about & 230,000, a
substantial sum but still Zar short of the e gtimated $ 1,000,000 needed to
construct the 600 foat tail memorial,
In the interest of economy, and suortly after the beginming of vork,
the original height of the obelisk was reduced from 600 to 500 feety and
as0 Gert™
the constiruction of the 100 foot high andhc1rcular "lMlatiorel Pantheon’
was deferred to some future date. The original foundation of the obelisk,
as constructed in 1848, was 80 feet square at the bed of the fQ=yndation,
and this bed was placed seven feet elght inches below the genﬁral level of
the ground about the structure. The foundation was 23 feet l; inches
thicky, and was 58 feet 4 inches square at i%s tope It was built of .
the rubblestone

large nieces of bluestone gneisc - s but in the masonry as /|
came from *he qﬁarry, the interstices between the masses being filled with
spawls and a mortar composed largely of pure lime and sande ‘The foundation
»J¥%. projected 15 feet 8 inches above ground levél.8

ConStruction.proceeded'under the supervision af architect Robert Mills,

who was also creating the U.Se Treasury, Patent Office, and Posi Office

8. In 1878, engineers studying the founda tion discovered that it was inadevuate
to support the projected height and weight of the monument. The foundations
therefore had to be modified and strengthened.
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buildings in Washingten during this periode The ., " shaft of the obeldsk
was commenced S5 feet s inches square 2t the base s The walls ware 15 feet g*
thick and faced with large-grained white marble, in blocka of two feot ?

height and from 15 %o 18 inches in uhickness. The rerble was sawed wiithout
reference to the quarry bed, and rubbed amoothe Theé marble face was backed _ 1
by walls of tlue gneiss=Gtons rubble construction.

By 185k, after six years of work, the obelisk had been built to a height

of 152 feet, slightly less than one-third of its mrojected height and the
Society had efpended sbous § 230,000 for this work, thus exhausting its
funds. In an effort o raise more funds, the Society had invited all the
States, Territories, counties, cities, P{(bridtic citizens, and even foreigh
countﬂles to coniribute stone blocks to embellish the interior walls. These
stones, which vwere to be prdvided by cantributing localities, were to be.
. abproximetelr L feet long and 2 feet high, and were o bear patriotic

inseriptions. Among the {irst presented were stones {rom “hine, Delaware,

and the Fram-lin Fire Comparm of YVashington, D.C, The first went inlo -
£S 3 2

piace at the 30 foot level in 1849, Eventmally, 21l the States and more

than & score ¢f cities, znd countiies such as Greece, Turkey, China and

Jzpan contriouted a total of 190 mermorial blocks that were set at 10 foot

intervals along the stairse

. . - B

Pope Pius IX also donated a marble slsb  from the 1 ..p2e of Concord B

’ 1

in F.ome but this stone never reached its intended place in the monumente
The acceptence of this stone was objected to by the American Party, a

secret antialien and anti-Catiolic political organization often callled the
"Enow=licthing Party! s 50 named btecAuse when asked about their activities its
members replied," I don % knows" On the night of March S’,IBS[‘? a growy of

'f\ Yy masked men attacked the watchman at the monument and stole "the rarble block
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Prom Romes" It Was never seen again and is believed td have been shattered

and dropped into the Potomac Rivere

Its treasury exhausted, the lMonument Society appealed to to Congress for
assistance, Plans had been rade to pass a resolutior on February 22,1855,
appropriating $ 200,00C to contimue construction. Tts adeption seemed
assured, when word was received that on the previous might menber of the
‘Anterican Party had seized the lpmment Society!'s offical recérds and called
a meeting to elect new officers, On'receipt of this news, the proposed
appropriation was laid on the %able and never acted one Mearmwhile, adherents
of the American Party who held certificates of membership in the Society m
ousted the old officers, ‘and chose their ovn represenuaulves, From 1855 to
1858 there were, in effect, tro Washington Yational lorment Societiesy the
American Par‘ﬁboay, which controlled the records and *he mnmﬁent‘; and the.
disposed 0ld body which refused o recognize the legality of the action of the
rival organization. To further f'omp.hcaue ratiers, .Arc‘nitect Cobert ’ﬁ.lls,
who had been supervising consiruction since 1648, died on iErch 7, 1855,

The American Party now atterpted %o corplete the monumer: and during
the period 1855 to 185§ ther succeeded in raising the obelisk by four feet,
from the 152 to the 156 feet i 1/5 inch level, by using marble on the grounds
that had been rejected by the mester rmsons These four feet of inferiar
stone plius two addit 1on=.l feet of badlr weathered stone - later had %o be
renoveds The efforts aof the American Party ta raise “unds also failed, The
Knqu ovn:mg Party collapsed politically in 1857 and om October 20,1658 they
finall, surrendered comirol of the old Society's records to the i‘ormer officers,
In an effort to prevent a repetition of thisz .. debacle, an Act of Congress
approved February 26, 1859, incorporated the Washington National Hcmmenu

Society " for the mirpose of completing the erection now in progress of a

ey s e A, I RCAVATIT NUIE DUPLRAT Ot
ST S A g UL R UG 1
N AP e T QRPN AR IPRANE RS SR S N g
» . B 9 .

. ' :
B L, SR ftmaateen UTNT S 0" A 91
e pgaraed —— ey P W —ye - ! ; .
- = "’iﬁ"?.‘ 0 ResoH sy . . B E!
. B SR U,



-,
/

g o— e

e v : =
~great National Hoﬁnt %o the memory of Washingtol®t ths seat of the
Fedia;'alvGovermentg" A new mtional fun'd drive in 1860 netted only $ 88452,
After 'the expenditure of about $ 300,000 from 1833 to 1860; rrivate efforts
-to. complete the great momumert to Washington had failed and the ou‘bbreak. of
the Civil Var in 1861 made the continued existence of Washington's united
nation equally doybtful, ' |

to_The Unfinished Monument, 1860-1876:

Whe n construction on the momument ceased in 1858, ‘c.hé obelisk had
obtained a2 total height of 156 feet L 1/8 inches, The shaft at its base
wag 55 feeh I’s inches square and at its top the sides averaged ;8 fecet
9 5/8 inches in length. The interior well was 25 feet 1 inch square., The
axis of the shaft leaned one and 3/L inches to the north, The thickness of
the walls at the base were 15 feet and at the top 11 feet 5/16 inches. The
weight of the obelisk aﬁd its foundation was sbout 32,113 torxs.lo

During the Civil War(1861-55) this unfinished stub sicod uniouched,
The 37 ac:ées of grounds surrounding vras: tmed into an open grazing pem
for cattle, sheep , and pigs thai were used to supply meat for the Union
Arrye A slaughter house, stables, and storehouses stood on the property
and the area wes knowm as the “’.-Iadiﬁ_ngtoni}{onument Cattle Yard.,' The grounds
also served as a remount depot, as a camp ground, and ag a drill ground
for Union troopse

Far 20 years, from 1856 to 1876y ® this"hollow-over sized chimey"

stood in its unfinished stateo Muny did not admi.re its designe An editor

. of the New York Tribune cormented om July 1,1875¢

9¢ The Washington National Monument Society,however, was more successfull
in raising ,'’ . funds than were similar assotiations formed prior to the
Civil war for the poge of erecting great comuemoratike Monuments in the
United Stateso Socities formed at Trenton in 1843, a2t Bermingten,Vte, in 1653,
at Saratoga(0ld Schglerville),lo¥. in 18659 to construct heppic.scaled batile
monuments were unable to rise even enough money to start constructicn prior to
1861. .

10. Yeight of the sphafh, 23,79 tons, weight of the foundation, 8,139 tons,
Weight of earth on foﬁndat’;ion, 21,3 tong, Total#* 32,176 tonse
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"The apP®%l for a Fourth of July c*cmtrni@ion to the

7 -‘Vashlngton Monument will not amount +o ruchg Public Judgenent on that
abo:’-tiqn has been made up. The country hag failed in many ways to honor
the merdry of its first Pres:.dent, but the neglect to finish this lonument,
1s not to be reckoned among theme A wretched desn.gn, a wretched loca’c.lon,
and an insecure foundation match well with its empty treas: urv.".

" $he centenmial observation of ihe 100th .b:rthd'a.y of the United States
was to ance again revive public in‘t;ereslt inn the Washington Monunent project
and to give its supporters one more opporhmiiy to cawert o cﬁ.sastei' into
a brilliant successe
5e_The National Government Completes the lomment on a Hew Plan, 1876=183588:

atives
£ committee was apmointed by the House of Represen'{‘A to coufer with

the Washjnzton iztionzl Manument Society and the Chief of Fngineers, U.S,
x/o.wca .

Army, in 41873 tc study the problems related %o corpleting the obelisic, § v

ldeutenant W, L. Marshall, Corps of Engineers, submitfed a revort on the - i

.. _ L ‘

subject in Iiag 187Le He recormended that the height of the shaeft be reduced

from 500 feet to IB5 feet, cue t0 the “act hat the area covered by the 1%

5 !

foundation was insufficient to carry the leac without causing excessive ' ‘

i

pressures on the marshy soil, O July 5,1&7651 Senator John Snenrzan)of Qu.o)

introduced a concur*enu r°soluu1c>n for the purpose of corpleting the rion:meny

This resolution read in part: "‘ré > the Senate and House of Fepresentatives in

Congress assembled, in the mme name of he / .. people of the United States,
at this, the beginning of the second cenvwry” of national exist tence, do assume
and direct the completion of the vashington Momument in the City of Vashington

and instruct the cormittees on appropriations: of the respective lHouses to

Propose suitzble provisions of Jaw to carry this resolution inwo effecto ™




® -
The resolutiomr was passed w. timously in two days by both Houses

and in obedience to its instructions 2 bill for the completiom of the

Washing:ton Monument was at once reported into the House of / L.epresentatives
and was signed into law by President ~ . .ULysses S, Grant om August 2,

1876« This statute appropriated $ 200,00C to contimue construction orn the

. ,
monument, to be expended in four equal installmentse It alsc provided for
the t'f-ahsfer to the United étates of the ownership of the 156 foct portion
of the shaft already built by the Washington National Monument Society,; and
f£inally, it created a Joint Corrrission to direct and supervise the cal;lstruction
af the Imonument,. The Commission, which was to report amrmeally to Congress
on the progress of the work and the e:penditures,was established on Septerber <,
16876 and consisted of President CGrant, Edwar.d Clark, Architect of the Capitol,
James G. Hill, Supervising Archdtect of the Treasyyry , Brige Gen. Andrew A.

Tl LS Any)

Bumplre;, Chief of Bngineers’\ and Williem VW, Corcaran, First Vice=fresident
of the ¥Washington National !bmrment Societyy To handie the details of
construction, the Joint Comrission established a Building Corrnissian that
consisted of the Architect of the Capitol, the Supervising Architect of the
Treasury, the Chief of Engineers, and the First Vice President ol the
Society. On June 25,1878, General Humphreys delegated his authority to
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas ILincoln Caseyy Corps of Fngineers, who became the
Army engineer in charge of the projects Prior to this, on Jamuary 19, 1877,

the Washington National iomment Soclely formally deeded the uncormleied

cbelisk and iis grounds back to the the United St es Government,

Since the early days of its construction, apprehension had been felh
about the foundation of the shafte The Act of August 2,1676 directed that
a thoroggh study be made of this subjecte After cereful boring, examinations,
and tests of the earth of the site, a board of Arry Engineers, in reports

dated April 10 and June 15,1077, concluded that the existing foundation was of




c insui‘fj.cieﬁt spread and depth to sustain the wevigh'b of the proposed structuree

@. : : @ "

It was also stated that it was feasible to bring the foundation o %he
| | _ | 11 L
required stab3lity by 'hooping in™ the earth upon which it stood. :
As z result of this study, a Joint Resolution of Congress on June 11,1878,

a1 thorized the Joint Committee to expend $ 36,000 to give greater stability

to the obeliskj so :£hat the height could be safely carried to 525 Tee s
* Construction on stablizing the foundation began on January 28 »1879 1
and continued until corpleted 16 months later an lay 29,1860, Planned and
supervised by Lt. Col. Thomas L. Casey, the cost of this r’m“f’:.s 4 55[;,1-;73 o
THE work consisted in enlarging the area of the foundati.n by digging away 70%
of the earth under the old founflaticn, and to a depth of 13 feet & inches
beneath it, and repléxcing this earth with 2 wass of concrebe extending 18
feet within the outer edges of the old foundation, énd 23 feet > inches without
t the same line, thus giving 2 new foundation 126 feet 6 inches sguare, and
enarging *he area of the founuation from 6 s100 square feet, to 16,000 square

feete To anstmbu,‘e the pressure of the shaft aver this new foundation, the

A bt e o v 5e

. hase
old rubble—stoneA:-:as torn away from uncer the walls of the shaft, 2nd replaced
by a concrete underpinning extending out inio the mew concrete slab. In this
work 517 of the cubical contents of the old stone foundation was rerioved, and

1i8Z of the area of the shaft undermined., As finished, the ner foundation
_~po0 skillfully was this substitutian that the entire
vas 36 feet 10 inches deeps structure setiled only about two inches, -
. While work on the foundations wes underway, tiro plans
cd ro : '
~o alter the original Mills! desigm of the obelisk ere

considered by the Joint Commission in 1878-79¢ The first was subritted by

1%, The board consisted of Ite Cole John Do Furtz, Lte Cole Qu_incy A, Gilmore,
and I, Col. James C, Duanes :

12+ A joint resolution of Jure 27,1879 appropriated an additional $ 6L:,000
to complete the tasic of strengthening the foundatione
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a Bostan deulptor who had don¥&ome wark: far

'William Hetmore Stod
the Bunker Hill Monument. Story proposed ‘that the cbelisk be converted

in a giant and axmate "ILamnbardy Towers" Im order to have constructed the
~shaft on the Story design some 3% feet of the existing rromment would ﬂaVe
had to be ‘:akén down, in order to rebuilt it again with the windous located
in thevlouer portipn of the shaft just above the proposed loggiae Afier
careful consideration, the Story plan vas rejected in 1879,

‘The second plan, suggested by Ceorge Perkins Marsh, scholar and then

both /
UsSe Minister to ItaIy, was adopted andAgreatly altered and irprovedine
original }i11's design, elirdnairing the proposed flat apex of ihe cbeliske

Marsh had studied the obelisks of ancien:t Egypt and he suggested in 18¥3
"Throw cut all the gingerbread of the :flls design and eep onl: <he obelisk,!
Based on "1is study of the best=imown Iiotian otelisks he had zlso
determined %hat their héights were almost precisely ten times the ir base

dimensions. Thus if “he base of the Washingion shafi was S5 feet square at

the tase, the monument should raise o 2 helga® of 550 and not 4o 600 fees
as proposed »:in the Mills design, or %o only 500 feet as.proposed in the
meney-saving plane.  In Februery 1879, arsh further suggested: "There will,
no doubt, be people who il be foolish enough o insist on a peephole |
somer-rherej and if they rmust be gratified, the window should be &f the exmct
forn and size of one of the stones, and provided with a close~-fitting shutter

colored exactly like the stone, so that whely shub it would be nearly or

I3+ George Perkins larsh, 1801-2862, laiyer, diplomat, brillani scholar,
and the father of the Conservation iovement in the Uhited States, was btorm
at Yoodstock, Veriont, in 180le Craduating from Darimouth Coilege. in 2620,
he studied law and was admitted ‘o the bar at Burlington,Vermont, im 1825,
Ee eptered politics as a Whig in 1834 and in 18L9 was appointed iiinister to
v Furkey, in which capacity he served umtil 185L. He became a Femiblican
in 1856, and from 1860 until his death in 1882, was United States linister
to Italy. Ilargh'ggreat serdinal work, lian and liature, or “rrsical Geography
2s lodified by Huran Action, was £irs% pupiisned n lew cori Ci%- ix 1tbu.
Thig volwne became boin the opeming gun and the intellectu2l bible of the
subsequent leaders of the Conservation iovement in the United States during
the 19th canturye.
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"+ Quite ipperceptible from belowo"

g

'\;}' By &pril 19,1880, *he Joint Commission for Canpleting the Hon;mnent) E:
~s{_ tHe Building Committee, and - the Congress, had agreed %o adopt - kir

Maysh'ts suggeé:tions as to the height,- 555 feet, and that its form would . i

be obelisk of the proporbioﬁs and the windows of the size proposed by &i

Marshs Work on the foundations wag completed cmt iby 29,1880, On June 7,
1880 work began o covering a portion of %he new foundation with the earth

that had been excavated from around and veneath the original foundation,

This embankmert, completed on July 13, proviced a terrace around the

DI g gt o et ful T e s g2 g

morument that was 30 feet wide end 17 feet higher %fhan the level of *he-

surrounding lande In 1661 this terrace was fwrther enlarged to form: a :

square that was 175 feeb iide at the crest and 220 feet square 2% the
foot of the slopes,
Ivestigation uf <he shaft revea’ed that the siones set ty the American

Lo Party i I.SSS-SGIatop of ine shafi had disinbgrated and that the marble facing

had been displzced and spalleds Three courses of these stones, or six feet

in height, ”.":-ere reioved frem the top of the ovelisk betireen July- IS5 and Augush

24,1880, thus reducing ‘ne rorurmen: o a height of 150 feetg The task of

setting new stone on the obelisk started on August 7,1680 and by the end of

the Tear 26 feet hzd been added o the height of the momumerd, thus bringing

fine~grained white
the shaft up to the 176 foot level, The rzew,\mrble was provided under

confract by High Sisson from the same Lezver Dam Guarry near Ealtimore thatb

had furnish the merble for the first 156 fect. From the O to the 150

Y QA ot 1o ) R - SV e

feet level the merble was backnsy biueston/f"'@e‘iss, fronm the 150 feet level to

)

the 152 foot level the marble facing was backed by Wew England granite,

and . . the remaining 103 feet of the shaft, from the LS2 to the 555 foot

PSR Tt i o

levels fras constructed entirely of merbles
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. 'The shaft reached the 250 foot level in 1881, the ;3?3 foot level im
1882, the LIO foob level in 1883 > and the cap stons was afixed
at the 555 feet 5 1/€  inch level an December é 185&. The shaft of
the oﬁehskﬁa' SOQ feet 5 1/8 inches high and the v/ pyramidion or apex

.

Was 52 feet tall. The shaft at the top % 3L feet Sis inches square and
The weight ,of the shaft is 81,120 tors an’q;'qf the foundation}536,912 tonse
jts walls at this poin: are Ik feet thicke /A * The cost of construction
from 1848 to 1884 was approximately $ 1,187,710,3L Of this sum, the

Washington ilational lorument Society had provided about # 300,000 and the

i

ToS, Congress § 887,710.31.
On February 21, 1885, “asnington's Dirthday, the loment was

formally dedicated by President Chester A. Arti i iy

7 N sident Chesver As Artnur in the presence cf
several descendants of the Vashington fanily, and a vast ‘hrong of visitors
from all over the nations Thus .85 jesrs after iis origirnzl proposal in
¥ay 1800, Congress saw the corpleiion of 2 mommentalesized re-oriai %o
George Washingtone

Three more years of work, hovever, were required to complete

. Inwrrove : .
the irferiar of the obeiisk a.ndAthe grounds, before -, " visitors could
- . /h"o
be adnitied to the monurmente In 1885 the‘orig:‘nal doaviays in the shaft
& .

were rede_signed and modifiedse In accordance with Robert !51ls' original
design, two large Igyptian doarways, each 15 feet high and 6 feei side, had
been built into the east and west elevations of the cbelisk prior to 185ke
Each door was summounted by a heavy pediment and an enteblature upon ‘which

wag carved a winged ball and #re asp. In 1885 the projecting jambsy -- .

1., Because of the €entermial and apparently because the momment associations
had learned how to lobby effectively,Congress was also appropriating liberal
sums of money to ermci other great momments in the 1800s.Congress),provided

$ 100,000 to erect the Yorktoim Monument at Yorkiown, Va., in 18803 $ 70,000

to built the Saratoga Batile lonument at Schuyrlerville,N.Y. in 1881 and 208L;

$ 40,000 to help erect the Benrington Battle Honument at Bemnington,Vit. in 1886;
and $ 30,000 towards the ¢ onsiruction of the Trenton Battle lforument at Trenton,
NeoJe in 188lue State legislatures a2lso voted considerable sums of money to
%el&gqgstruct all of these mourﬁ(ments y with the exception of the one at

or Me . ’
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' enta!hlaf;ure s and pediments were bdressed down to the planes of the
faces af the s'gaf'b,. and the west doorway was wal.led'un with, large.

such as was used in thelfacing the lower part or%%He waII*.so_
-grained marbley A The east entrance, now the only doorvray to the obelisk, -
was reduced in height from 15 to 8 feet, and was closed by o marble
doors: or slabs, revolving upon heavy bronze hinges, the weight of each
lea.-f, over halfaj ton, being suppofted upon-a steel friction roller.,
Also installed in 1885 was a electric lighting plant +o light {the interior

with 79 incamdescent electric lampg s
of the momment f\ ,'l?'.ghtning cornductors ar rods, and rorble shutsers onm
the nine windows in the pyremidions In 1806 the interior iron sieircase
& Co

with 898 ateps was completed in April; Otis Brothers/o; liew York City
also installed a steam=operatered pescenger elevetor in the Mtigand
the flocr inside the momumert was peved with blue stone flagginge
A stone Oné—story boiler house, constructed of refuse granite and narble,
was built at a point located Y50 feet snuthuest of the morment under
contract with William Bradley of Yashington,D.Co at a cost of & 6,99L:.58,

and ing
A pipe tunnel, located beneath “he surface of %he grournd connect« / the
bip s , )

boiler house and engine house - [~ by an brick arched passageway three
. o — /A\
feet wide and L feet 3 inches high with the monmument was also campleted

in 1886 This tumel carried on its floor the steam pipe ta and the
exhaust-~pipe fromythe engines at the fool of the monumente The engine
house, whicﬁ accormodated the tyrmeno and eng:'.né used for lighting +he
interior of the shdft, wag rebuilt and enlarged im 1086, This str :.éture,
located on the %errace at the foc‘>t of the monﬁmen‘b, was built of diron

énd masonry and has a copper covered roof.; The total cost of the heating
I5. The cost of +his interior work in 1685-86 was as follows: electric Iight
plant, £ 1,872,005 Iron work for interior stairs and platforms, § 20,591,003
Lighiming rods, ¢ 1,271.00; marble for doorway, $ 1,375.00; ingerting 53

memorial blocks or stones in interior wall, & 1,825,00; and ingbtalling
passenger steam elevator, $ 2,7LC.00. Total, $ 29,47k




@ 29
.' : plant, including the boiler hcuse, two hew boiler‘i@;e lp‘ipe tunnel,
steam pipes, and the rebuilt engine: house, was § 16,598058.
Im.1887 ZL'IL more memorial stones were inserted in th- interior
walls andjnapron of granolithic pevement IO feet wide was laiﬂ about
the foot of the shaft to prevent the washing out of earth by storm
waterss The c‘ni;f project from 1887 to 188§, however, was the placing
of scme 250,000 cubic yards of earth aboit the base of the monument and
in Babcock Iake, which was located just to the rorth of it, at a cog=} of

16 .
$ 97,500,00. The purpose of this fill was to blend the terrace of

the mounrent with the surrounding land so as to give the whole area
a natural appearancee

The monument was offic %7 opened to visitors on Cctober §,158t.
Total cost of construétion of the ronument and irprovement of the grounds
from 18L8 Lo 1068, was amt:rc>:r.1_rxa*t:e.;.L & 1,409,500, Of this tctal, the
Washington liational Monumen:t Society had contributed atous £ 300,870 and

. ar
the U.S. Congress $ 1,109,50C,

‘In 1888-89, ih e Washington laiional Monumens Society had a one-story
narole lodge nouse constructed at their own experse at a poin‘b about L8Q 3
it
feet to the east of the morumente Designed 'mr,_mk chitects William Mo ) é
Poinderter & Campany of vwashington, DeC. and erected at a cost of & 11,650, J:
‘the lodge house was transferred bty the Society to the Jurisdiction of the 3
‘v
ited States im 188%, Visiitors to the romument vwere agsserbled at the ’
lodge and vhen a sufficient murber had congregated )the;-'t‘rere- escorted "L‘:y a
guide to the rbnumente

17 l'.s See Appendiz lNoe 2, for inual R ....., appropriations,
and expenditures., ldh8-1888 d[s.énogreso of constructlon and totel costue

RSP i e My

. 16, Lisute Cole John M. Wilson, Corps nf Engineers, i;as in charge of
e / work on the romurent and gromds aftze April 14,1888, when Iicute Cole
- Thomas Le Casey was relieved of his duties as engineer-in-charge of the
project at his own request.
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A1l mw on the mormument and grounds yag cormpleted by December 1808, |

PAS AU SIS

a The Join Commission for the Completion of the lorument was dissolved

at its own request by Act of Congress approved October 2,1888, and he

(a0 b TR

Secretary of War was charged with the custody, care, and protection of

‘the ronument thereafters From October 9,1808 to 1912 a total of 3,73L,L19
. people visited the top of the marument, averaging about 155,600 persons
a yeare The S5O0th milliaonth visitor visited the obelisi on March 7,1969.

6eAlterations to the ormment, 1839=1978:

#888:) vhen the monument was opened to visitors, it took passengers
md.mg on the steam elevatorss 12 rrimites to reach the top. The electric
‘elevator installed in I901 reduced this riding time to fiVe. rmimted.
Improved electric elevators were used in 192& and 1959, The present riding
tirme to the fl;op is one minute.

The first exterior searchlights t-re_z;e placed in use in 1929, Later

(D

red aircrafi~warning signals began flashing from the observation windows,
and, in 1958, from holes cut Just 2bove the windows for bpetier visibilivy.
In 1959 new floodlights of more than 92-million candlepower were installeds
Also in 195G, a giant delmrmidifier was instz21led in the basement of the

- monurent and this ended an old Monument phenomenon - the moisture

condensation that had long precipitated as indoor raine.
Tuice in its Iife time (193l and 19@:) the great white marble shell

of the obelisk has been repaired and scrubbed from base to tipe

Bars were first installed in the observation windows im 1926 to
pz'ewfent suicides (af which there have been five) amd in 1961 safety glass

was also placed in these windows at the 50k foot level to prevent thoughtless

visitors from tossing objects out of these openinge.
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. 7« The Monuments @:nds: 2, Feclairdng Land,lB@QOl: .

‘From 1848 to 1901, the Washington lonument stood in what the

p——

= ~ editior of the New York Tribune accurately decribed in 187% as ™ a

.wre.tched location,"~ om low marshy land, iari.th the waters of the

 Potomac River to the west and of Lak:e Babcock to the north almost
reaching the foundations of the cbelisk. ‘ Im 1882 the Congress made

| the first of a series of appropriations to provide for the reclamation
a these Poto‘maac $idal fla}ts"marshes that lay irmedizteiy to the ‘rest

and south of the monumente

/ T ) o ' - - - .
. From August 1882 to July 1912 the Corps of Engineers expended
a total of $ 3,388,500 to create 739 acres of new lande The tidal
_basin was completed in March 18903 L2 acres of what is now knowm as

West Potomac Park was finished in 1901 ap_d the 327-acre area now

kpowm as Fast Potoméc Park wes reclaimed in August 1911,

c Em e e e o

The 432 acres of new land im wh_at is now VWest . ¢ ¢ Botomac
‘Park made it possible by I90l to greatly improve the setting of the

Washington Monument by 2andscaping and devéloping the areg as a public

parke Consideration of improvements began in 1900,
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be The . McMillian Flan,1900-1932 . ]

f'*!

A

O Decerber I-.2‘,i900, commenorative exercises celebrating the 170th
arm'ive.rsary of the removal the seah of the Fcderal Govermment fronm

PhiladeIphia ta Washington,D.C. oprened at the . White House and Capipol,

The keynote of the celebration wag the improverent of the District of
Columbia in @ rammer cormensurate with the d:_x'.gnity ard rssoﬁrces of
~ the Unifed States, which was then beginning to emerge as a world powere
The American Institute of Architects worked with the Senate -
Comrittee on the District of Columbiz to prepcre a generzl j)lan for
the developrert of a public park system for the District. A Senate
sub-comi ttee was appointed to handle this task ’and it became knom as

© the McMi1lan Corvtission, so rmmed after Senator James Be Mcfillane

- Experts recormmended by the American Institute of Architects were

B engaged by the McMillan Cormission to help prepared a raster plan,

O

Four noted Americanse— Architect Daniel H. Burnham of Chicago, Frederick
Law Omstead,d.re,landscape architect of Brooklir§iass.,  Architect

| | | 4
Charles Fo McKin of New York City, and $culptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens, ;

also &f lew York City, mde up this Park or Burnham Cormissione

(i
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After extensive stucy here and imr nurope, the Parlz Com5310n
pronosed the restoration af Iw'Enfunt's Grand Avenue on a dlreru Xine
connecting the Capitol and the Washington_ﬂbnument with the great |
gremm and four rows of. elms bordering it. Burmham wote: |
| "HWe propcse ‘= great';ﬁen vista and that vista is the great architec
fea‘ure; if we my sperk of landscape work as architectural. The center
is to bc grass, like a grosn carpet, with rozdweys on each side, overhurg
by trees. The widéh of the }all from building %o building isa
litﬁle greater than the length de the Cabitol, ag it should be, The
¥al¥ buildings fornm hn architectural lines which lead up to the Capitol.

Accepted by Semator Mot 122n,Chairmen of the Sencte Corzitiee an

the District of Colurbia, he, " - presented his report,, - L=
= 7FEIL, . - ., based on the Burnham study, to the Senzie on Jamuary

35,1902, This becare known as the McMillizn plan for 1502 for the
Mimprovement of the Fark System of the District of Colwbizs"
With regerds to the Washington Monmument, the MeMillian plan

notecd:

In 1901 the immediate surroundings of the Non-
ument were so inedeguate as to cause -‘the benolder
near at hand to lose that very sense of grendeur
¥hich it inspired {rom a distance, The lack of

- harmonious relationship beiween it and the grest
structures with which it cawe into juxtavosition
dlsturbed one's sense of fi:ness, No portion of the
task before the Commission required more study and
extended consideration than had the scluticn of the
problen of devising an apprepriate setting for the
Monument, The reatzant here proposed was the
one which seemed best adapted to enhance the value
Oof the Monuwent itself., Tak:n by itself, the Mon-
urent stards not only as one of the most stupendous
works of man, but also as one of the most beautiful
ol human creations, Ii is ~t once so great end so
simple that it seems to be alnost a work of nature.
Dominating the entire District of Columbiz, 1t has
teken its place with the Capitol snd the White Hcuse
as one of the three forcmost rnational structures,.
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As o the proposed treatrment of the iormument grounds,

the Mclfillan plan recormended:
© b, The Washington lonument,--From this
. erass axis the carpet of greensward of the Mall
. 8tretches westward. The bordering columms of
elms warch to the Monument grounds, climb the
8lope and‘suread themselves to righ: and left on
extenled terraces to form a grzat bedy of green,
- strenzthening the broad platform {rom which the
-obelisk rises in majestic serenity. The groves
on the terrace3 wculd become places of rest, from
which one would get wide views of tae busy city:
-of the White liouse, surrounded by its ample grounds;
-of the Capiicl, crowning the heights at the end of
the broad vista; of supny stretches of river winding
_at the foot of the Virginia hills, :

. - .Axiel relations beiween the Weite House and
" the Monurent were creeted ty the ccastruection of
. & sunmien garden cn the western side of the great
_8naft, the true. line passing througa tae center
of a great rcund peol to which marbie steps lead
" down Yorcy feet from tn2 Monument platform, Sur-
-roundd :by-terrzces tearing elmns, lsid out witn
forma’. raths lined by hedzes end adorned with
small trees, enrichod by fountains ind temple-like
: 8iruciures, the Monurent Gardens woild btecome the
- |'gem of the kall systed,’ T A Co
I .
Seen frcm the lecwer level, the Monument would
. galn nn additional height cf nearlsy 45 feet, while
et the same time nothing would be ellowed to cce
- 6o near as to disturb the isolation which the- .
- Monum:nt derards, e ) o

The formal garden,which was to be located between the Monurent
and 17th Street, was to serve three architectural purpeﬂeS :
‘ 1. IL was to be the conneciing link between the Mall develapnent
on fhe east and the proposed Lincoln lemorial development on the srest,
which due to the configuraticm of the ground were placed an differend

levels, the Mall being some 23 feet highere

e 2amih ¢

T

SN

YL

L3k

TN

S A S

TR T

TR

R T e



&. 4

2. It was to open and accentuate the North-South Axis through

the White Houss é.Icng the Meridan off '»'-’ashington. . |
JFe It was to fhr'ush a setting at the base of the Monwaznt, vhich

o Srall T}
w‘len v’.«.e'yrlc\i fron the west WOUID [JAVE A FORMality comer”urate with

the surroundings of the Yincoln Memorial,

As the execution of this part of the preject ../ involved a very
heavy filL e=zst of the Menumont togbther with exy_gnsive and dee'p '
excavation to the west thereof, thie question arese &3 to ithe possidle
hazard to the zitebility of the lMcnument that might result fron the
unbalancing Gi subsoil pressufes rising fron such subsiontisnl changese
I:x 1930 & cor:m.utee of engineers was appointed to irffestipete and \

18 .
.repert on these prcblems.. A mubder cof Lorings were sttt W tedrock in
the - vicinity of the Homument, with sampies of e arth taken at four-foat
intervals.

These borings disclezed the exisience of o susmeched tithiitherto

o

unknown stratum of blue clay, av@raging LO fest in this rcos, underlging
bed of sand and gravel upon which the Yomment rests, znd zfier an
exhaustive analysis of conditions, the engineers in 1931 reported

upfaborably as to the execution of the propased sunken gax_den plane

The formal garden plan was thus never carried into effect. The :
Monumentds surrcundingsj,howweer, have been vastly improved cince 1900,

when the 211l area was an unsightly clutter of railroad tracks, haphazard
g ’ 3

TR

buildings, marshes,and tidal {lais.

The Washington Morument was adrinistéred by the Office of Public
Buildings and Grounds o 1925 and then by the Office of Public Buildings

18, This commitiee of Army Ingineers wes comprised of :Iieut.Cols Ulysses S.
Grant,III; !Mazjor Douglas H. Gillette; Mreo J. Vipond Davies, lre Iazarus
White, and . John L. Magle, tne iast three being civil enginecerse
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and Public Perks . .“" of the National Captial until August 10,1933,
when the obelisk and its 106,01 acres of Fecderally omed land- 3 were

transferred to the National Park Services

co Existing Conditionss ' B
The gramite boiler house, corpleted in 1886 and located about 750

w-:2: feet southwest of the morumert, now serves as headquarters for the
National Park Service 121l Operations Offices The brick tunnel, built
in 1886 to carry the steam pipes . ¢ . ; from the boiler house to the
monument, has been blocked off at both endse The merble Washington
Menument Iodge; finished in 1589, is now used ag a souvenir store and
an addition rade to the rear serves as a snack bar; both of these
facilities are operated by ' concessionairese

Thé Jefferson Pier which Thomas Jefferson had erecited as a2 marker
at the intefsection of lines due south of the White House and due west
from the Capit@l stands atoutlOQ feet northwest af the monument o First
sbt in place in 1810, the pler v s re'm-oved subsequently btuit wwas

reinstalled in 1925,
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Gallzgher, / HaM, Piercey Fobert Mills, Architect of the Washington
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Senate Document Yo.22k, 74
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Olszewski, Gecrge Je, A iiicicry of the Washington Hormument, 181 ) -
' 1965( Uffice of HistcTy anc nistoric Architecture,
astern Service Center, Natioral Park Service,
Washington, D.Ce, April 1971),

Olszewsici, Ceorge J., History of the lall,Washinzton,D.C.(05%ice of
History ahd nistoric Archizure, rastern Service

Center, National Park Service, Washington,l.Ca,

March 19 70). ’
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AFPENDTX NO, 2 29

, COSTS OF co:&uc?*m\r A mmAL,APPROPRIAT% FR &
- THE WASHINGTON MONUIWNT, 18.8-1838 ' :

_ 4 . - Yederalileet Heignt or
Year—{ Sxpended by : Amount. Expended | Approp. | added Shaft

2848<" | Washington Matimnall| $ 300,000 o |1g6r 1 1/8
1876 Honument Society

1876-88 | US. Covermment
Date of Approve

1873-80 |August 2,1876 $ 9L,lh73e92 - | $ 200,000 <6¢ 2507
_ ' Strength= E:

ened | il
foundations 39

1880 July 14, 188C 251:,929.57 150,00Q 26 176

1881 . ! March 3,1861 150,285.67 130,000 7L 250

1882 Aril 17,1682 153, 56556 150,000 90 3La E

1883 Merch 3,183 119,571.53 250,000 | 70 o

188, - 21i,56k.31 | 0 s g3 g /e

For shaft: | sybiotal: 5 1,167,710,31 900,000 | 405  [s55t 3 1/67)
18L8-188% : "

- cnm— -

1885 - Yarch 3,1685 730,717.1L 75,000 0 To commlet B
, structure | §

' interior & :f
2886 August 4,1886 16,206,.68 57,000 0 grounds

1867 March 3,1687 12453826 50,000 a woow

1888 October 8,1868 L8535k 27,500 @ | grounds

Open Octe

5

Total,18L641838
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o - GROWTH
OF THE MONUMENT

$SS FEET $Ya INCHES

Capstone set
Decemnber 6, 1384

»
H
1884 .
410 FEET
1883
340 FETT
1832
250 FEET : ,
A :
¢ S
T X
1881 K
kY
G
o
176 FEET R 2
1880 y
sareet
=Know-Nothing™ period e
"
. %
18:8-54 .
AR
50
ORIGINAL ADDITION TO Ei :
FOUNDATION FOUNDATION A
1878-1880 -
\ 5




Memorandum S g 5 Sephe 25,1978
Po: Marc Malik, Team Captain,
National Capital Team, DSC

From: Charles ¥Wo Snell, Historian, DSC .

Sﬁbjec'b: Hisf:ory data section for Vashington lMonunmente
Enclogsed is a "Brief History of the VWashington

Ho;uxment and Grounds, 1783-1978," 29 pages= in double spaced

final draft form, which you requesied for use in the Yashingtorr

>

Momment precject you are working cr ‘e If rou need any more

information on amy aspect of tnis subject, please let me

¥now and I will be happy to provide ite
With best regards

B " ﬂ ’, ) . )
@él, wlee ~%C e

Charles "7, Snell

B 8\ 2]

Coprm: Fichepk G, HuSer - For rowr information.

{ H
Fach

211 begin work on Jeniliorith Acuatic Gerdens project nexte
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