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INTRCDUCTION

As stated in the title, the object of this report is to make
available sound information on the dress, arms, equipments and
tocls used by the working cowboys in western Nbrth Dakota in the
1880's. This informaticn is basic tc the sound interpretation of
the open range cattle industry participated in by Theodore Roose-

velt in the peribd 1882-87. The open range era can not be adequately

| interpreted for the visiting public without giving much attention
to the men ﬁho made it live - the working cowboys. In the years
since the open range paésed frem the scene, the cowboy has become
the darling of historical romancers, debunkers, pulp magazine ﬁriters
and B quality movie makers. He hés been presented to the American
public as a superman, often armed and garbed in such a way as ‘to
make the picture unredognizeable tc those few elderly men now liv-
ing who actually were cowboys in the great days of the open range,

For presentation of the ncrthern cowboy of the 1880's, as he
actually was, it has been deemed necessary to conduct the research
embodied in this report, to the end that pictures, artifacts ;nd
relics, dioramas and other interpretive mediums will be able to
convey to the public exactkinfo£mation as to how the cowboys dressed,
how they armed themselves, what special equipment they used in the
course of their ﬁork and the why and wherefore to make this material

meaningful,



The research material making up this report was drawn frem
five types of sources. Of these five, the first and most valuable
and signiﬁicant is that information secured through intervieﬁs
with men who were cowboys in western North Dakota in the 1880's,
or were so closely associatéd with the cowboys of that time and
place as to make them primary sources of material. In this connec-
tion, we were fortunate in being able to secure iengthy and com=-
pletely co-operative interviews with six men who were part of the
open range era. All of these men are very élderly, ranging in age
from 78 to 92.

The second source of primary information is a small number of
books and articles written by men who were cowbo&s in the 1880's,
Several of thkse publications have been researched for mentions of
dress, tools and arms. A third scurce of information on the subject
is found in the relics now on deposit in regional museums, such as
the Range Riders' Museum in Miles City, the Yellowstone County
Museum in Billings, Moﬁtana,and the Nerth Dakota State Historical
Society, Bismarck, North Dakota. Along this line, it is unfortunate
that only the North Dakcta State Historical Society follows ‘an
adequate cataloguing system providing extensive information on the

provenance, use and origin of specific articles.



Scholarly studies bearing on the subject of the open range
cowboy provide a fourth, if secondary, source of information,
their value depending on the veracity énd authenticity of the
information available to the authors and the abilities of the
authors to select and convey significant detail. In addition,
specialized studies on revolvers and other arms have proved
helpful. Finally, the advice and opinions of men who have made -
studies and investigations pertaining to the subﬁect, has been
requested by thé author. Such men as Mr. J.XK. Ralston, former
cowboy ( 190L-191L ) and eminent western historical artist have
been most helpful in providing advice as to the direction the
report should take.

The results of my investigations will be presented in a
topical sequence, with a separate unit devoted io each major
item of cowboy use. In this way, the desired infermation will
be readily available on any of the subjects listed in the con-

tents.

The open range cattle industry was a phase of the frontier

develdpment of the gfeat plains, and as in all phases of frontier

. 1life, that of the cowboy in the 1880's was marked by a general

lack of ostentation. Life on the range or with the trail herds was



rough and crude. Clothing, tools, arms and equipments were purely
functional, and usually the cheapest that could be had ccnsistant
with the utility for which the various articles were needeé: The
colorfully'dressed cowboj of popular legend was a later develop=
ment; in times when goods could be secured much more cheaply than
in the frontief years, and.the cowboy had become a romantic Amers
ican hero type.

The single predominant influence on the dress and equipments
of the cowboys in western Nerth Dakota in the 1880's was the fact
that the majority of them had originally come froﬁ Texas with the
trajl herds, bringing with them styles of dress, weapons and
equipment they had known in Texas. In the ncrthern range, some of
these items were discarded or altered tc fit the somewhat changed
conditions, but the Texan influence remained predominant through-
out the era of the open range. Some few cowboys considered themselves
fashion leaders of their kind, others prided themselves sc on
proficiency with the revolver that "some spent mcre for cartridges
than they did for‘clothing?; Most working cowboys seemed tolpride
themselves on being recognized for exactly what they were, and
eschéwed fancy clothing as the mark of a "dudgs. Of’coufse, the

eccnomics of the open range era had much to do with how well the

cowboys were dressed, and often a foreman or rancher would be



l.
better dressed and ride a better saddle than did the average cowboy.

As members of a frontier community, many cowboys wore clobhing
made for them by their women folk, or bought home-made clothing from
a store that had taken it in exthange for manufactured articleg: -
Usually, the clothing was dark - grey or blue, sometimes black., Fasb
dies had not yet been introduced, and dark materials did not show .
dirt so quickly. Often ghe bandana was the only touch of color about
the cowboy of the 1880'3: In talking with men who were cowboys in
western North Dakota in the eighties, all stressed the fact that the
cowboys had very little money to spend on clothiné in an era when a
good hand drew from thirty to forty dcllars per monZﬂ. In general,
the cowboy was lucky té have a set of clean clothes when he got into
town, much less a special cutfit for the occasioi:

A11 of the cowboy's clothing and possessions had to be carried
with him on his horse or in his bedrell. Each article had to serve a
usefﬁl function, or, as in the case of the hat, several functicns.
His clothing, arms and equipments had to stand a great deal of rough
use and abuse, as he was usually out where replacements could not be
obtained or easily éfforded.

Bearing in mind the conditions of cowboy life in the 1880's, and
the particular influence of the Texas cowboys in the western North
Dakota range of that period, we will now go on to an item by item
discussion of the articles that made ub the dress, arms, tools and

equipments of the cowboys that Theodore Roosevelt wbuld have known

and moved among in his North Dakota years.
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HATS

No single item of apparel so quickly identified the cowboy

for what he was as did the cowboy'Hat. This hat seems to have
evolved from the earlier slouch hat popular on the frontier and
in the South, and the wide brimmed, high crowned Mexican sombrero.
In the early 1870's, the John B. Stetson Company marketed a hat
especially designed to please the cowboys. This hat, known as the‘
"boss of the plains", was made in various brim widths, generally
from twe and cne half to slightly over four inches, and with a
crown seven inches higi: In the north, the brim was usually
about three and one half inches, a little less than in Texas. It
was offered in two colors, black, and white; although the white
was actually more of a-grey in shadi?.,This hat remained almos?t
standard equipment for cowboys for many years, as it served their
needs excellently, and was noted for holding its shape despite
frequent wettings and much abusi%.Most cowboys added a chin string
thét could be used to hold the hat on in high winds. Some of them
-favored looping this string around the back of the head, and some
wore it under the chiis

Since many of the cowboys in western North Dakota in the 1880's
had ccme from Texas, the more pronounced Mexican influences on head
gear were pften seen. Many cowbcys, perhaps as many as half of them,
are reported to have worn the high crowned - pesked - and very broad

130
brimmed Mexican straw sombrero in the summer. The stiff brimmed hat



was not worn by cowboys in the 1880's, and had only a very
_ limited use in the early 1903%;.

Ih use by cowboys, the hat crown was scmetimes dented in,
and sometimes left round. Generaily, the tendency was for the
Texans to leave the crowns undentigz Often. a special hat
band of leather, snake skin, or braided horse hair was added6t9
the hat -. for ornament and to help it keep its shape when wtt:
Not every cowboy wore a special hat band, but the practice was
very common. Usually, the cowbcys made their own hat bands.

The hat band was generally from one half to three quarters
of an inch wide. If made of leather, the band was commonly
fastened by a small silver or nickle buckle, and was sometimes
ornamented with silver or nickle tacks all arouig: According to
.Ben Bird, cowboy of the 1880‘3, most of the hat bands were of
praided horse hair, perhaps in white and black, or with red
. hair interwoven, commonly made by the cowboys themselvig: One
of these horse hair bands in the Yelléwstone County Museum, Bill-
ings, Montana, has a somewhat open weave geometrical pattern of
white and black horse hair, with tﬁo tassels of red hair.where
the band was tied togethig: The making of horse hair novelties,
such as hat bands, watch chains; bridles and wristlets was a

 popular cowboy pastime. In later years, the art . of braiding and

knot-working horse hair was taught in western penitentiaries,
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such as that at Deer Lodge, Montana, and the manufacture of
horse hair objects by some one was quite likely to provoke
joking comments' as %o where the artisan had "learhed his
trade."

| The cowboy hat was wide brimmed to protect the wearer
from the blazing sun and inclement weather. The high crcwn
was intended to allow enough air space to keep the wearer's
head moderately cool. Ip was used to carry water, to signél,
to haze stock with, or perhaps to fan a campfire to 1ife. It
was almost indispensible to the cowboy, and often cost up to
%20.%8: In winter, a scarf or strip of cloth was somebimes
tied around the hat gﬁd under the chin of the wearer to pro-

tect his face and ears.

Aside from the wide brimmed Stetson, scme cowboys had

seal or muskrat fur caps for winter wear, but these were not

common. Most of these hats were secured in trade from scldiers,
as muskrat hats were standard winter issue in the army during

the 1880's, and soldiers were not averse to trading them, as

. well as other articles of clothing, for money or liguor.

Sometimes, a cowboy might have a cleth winter.cap, with a
large, continucus flap thab could be turned down to cover the
back of the head and the ears. These were commonly known as Scotch
caps, and had a somewhat square shape on top, with a small

2l

button at the center.



COATS AND JACKETS

' Because of the universal use of the waber prcof slicker

and the common wearing of a vest, many éoﬁboys did ﬁot wear
a coat or jacket, but "usually went shirt sleevea:" In the
South, and among those cowboys who came up from Texas, 6a
hip or waist length buckskin jacket was the mosf populir:
Very few ofvthse jackets were ornamented in any way, except
for pcssibly a little fringe. Théy displayed some Mexican in=
fluencé in the small lapels and general talloring, but were
othefwise quite plain.

if a cowboy in the northern range country did have a coat,
it was most likely left over from his having purchased a ready-made
suit in town - "generally an old wool garment that had once upon
.a time ccme with a suit of town clothzg."

In the 1890's a corduroy known as "sweetor" was popular as
a material for coats. It was warm, durabie, and horsehair would
not adhere to it. The ribbing in the cordurocy was quite wide,
much wider than in corduroy made in recent yeiz;. This type of
material, made in the form of a common sult ccat, may have been

in use in the 1880!'s,

One of the most common type of coat, though perhaps it



should be left until the section on outer coats, was the so-
called "sourdcugh" coat., This was a coat of duck, twill; or
canvas, lined with some type of heavy flannel or blanketing
to keep the wearer warm. The outside was sometimes painted
to make it wind progg: The coats were very durable, and Mr.,
George Ousterhout vividly recalls cowboys bringing them to
his mother, in fhe 180's to have them relingi: Usually, these
coats were about the same length as a suit coat.

Other than coats and jackets, many cowboys wore sweabters
in cold weather. These were often of the "jersey" type, or
home made, turtle neck varietizi: Sincé fast dyes had not yet

‘been well developed, these sweaters were nearly all black,

grey or‘some other dark color,



Cowboy shirts in the 1889's were not the gaudy, snuggly
tailored garments of recent years. Since many of the cowboys
came from the frontier.regions of Texas, ailarge number of
~ them wore home made shirts; quite often the "hickory" shirt
with a checkered desigi: Most of these‘had a émall, turn-
doﬁn collaf. No hiner's type double breasted shirts were
mentioned by any of the cld cowbcys as having been worn in
the 1880's, movies to the contragi: Most, shirts in the 1880's
had buttcns only part way down the froent, perhaps three or
four - or perhaps laces instead of buttons. Nearly all shirts
were of the pull-over type. Colors were usually dark, blue or
black being very populi?: Most shirts in that day had but one
pocket, instead of the two pockets commonly found on modern
out door type shirts.

As the cowboy often wenti without a coat, his shirt was
usualiy also an ouber garment. It was often of weol, for
warmth and to absorb perspiratigi: Many shirts were made of
flannel. The army shirt of the 1880's was a heavy weight gar-

36.
ment, of dark blue woollen cloth, and was popular with cowbcys.



These shirts could be had throuzh trade with soldiers, and
sometimes from post traders at military establishments.Like
most shirts of the times, it was a pull-over type, with
buttons from the throat to about four inches from the belt
line. |

Because shirts were not‘tailored in a wide variety of
size and arm lengths, many cowboys wore arm garters to keep
the shirt at proper sleeve lenggg: These shirts were not
snugly tailored, but fell straight ffom the arm pit.

One of the most popular commercial shirts was the common
pull-o#er étyle made of a black material very similar to modern
"sateegéﬁ This material wore very well and did not show the dirt.

Some striped shirts weﬁe worn by the 1880's cowboys, and
especially those made of silk. Silk shirts were popular, if quite
expensive, because.they were closely woven and turned the wiiz:
Liké most shirts of that era, the sleeve was quite full, almos®
baggy, and the wrist was usually smug.

For very special occasions, the cowboy might have donned a

-white>igirt, but he most cérﬁainly did not work in or habitually

wear One€.



NFCKERCHIFFS

Another distinguishing feature of the cowboys's garb was,
and is, the bandana, or neckerchief. It served the pmrposes of
a muffler, a face shield in bitter and dusty weather, and was
generally known bybcowboys in western North Dakota in the 1880's,.
The use of a bandana was virtually universal in the South, but
not all nor£hern range cowboys wore them as revealed by early
photographs and information from cold cowbo?i: A clue to the typé
of material used in the bandana is found in the definition of
the word in Webster's Dictionary; According to the dictionary,
bandana was originally a Hindu word, signifying a dying process
whereby through folding and tieing a piece of cotton cloth in
particular folds before dipping it in dye, a figured pattern was
dyed into the cloth. In the 1880's, nearly all the bandanas were
of cheap; cotton material, usually with a figure, but sometimes
in solid color: Very few werevof silk or linen, as this material
was too expensive. The bandana was usually wern tied loosely
around the throat, and as previcusly mentioned, not all northern
cowboys wore them,

Tn winter, long,knit woollen mufflers were common, or perhaps

the cowboy merely used a strip of heavy flannel cloth for a muffler,



TROUSERS
Although Levi Strauss had intreduced his "Levi" style

denim trousers in the 1870's, close fitting wool trousers were

by far the most popular with cowboys, and the type most often

L3.
worn by them in the 1880's. Another very common type of trousers

was the brOWn‘"jeans." These trousers were mostly home made gar-
ments, tailored to fit snnggly, from brown duck or twill googg:;
Many cowboys wore a pair of t rousers that had originally been
part of a town suit, usually in a dark color.

Trousers were tailored differently in the 1880's, than in
modern times, and the cowboy had particular reason for preferring
special types of tailoring. Usually, the leg of the tréuser was
cubt so as to fit smugly from the hip down, with pockets across
the front, at a sl%ght dewnward angle toward the hip, rather than

2% I

aler: the onter seam. Objects carried in pockets on the outseam

had a way of working up and out of the pocket, when riding a

“horse. 01d photographs showing men wearing this type of trousers

indicate that the material was often of a narrow striped variety,
sometimes known as the "gambler's stripe.; Such trousers were

tajlored to fit the waist closely, and many men wore neither belt
nor "galluses" sinceéthe fit of the garment was such as to often
make ihem dnhecessagy: Like the shirts, most cowboy trousers were

dark colored, although often with a checkered or,small stripe de-

sign.

frem e s

bt 4



As previously mentioned, cowboys of the 18&0'5 often traded
for items of clothing frem soldiers, and the army trousers of
that day seem to have been quite populiz: These trousers were a
sky hlue cclor, of a wocl material known as kérsey‘ They were.cut
to fit closely, around the waiét and down the leg. To insure a
snug fit around the waist, they had‘an adjustable band attached

in the back, held at the desired tension by a small brass buckgz:

Some few cowboys of the period wore buckskin trousers, and
especially those coming from Texas, where much of the riding gear-
was of buckskgi:

Perhaps the most distinctive type of cowboy trousers, that
became popular in the late 1880's and the 1890's, were the so-
called "California panig:"These trousers were désignea for the
cowboys, cut very close in the leg and to fit almost skin tight

.311 around. When the open range cattle industry in the North suffer-
ed the disasterous winter of 1886-87, which éctually marked the end
of an era,‘one old cowbey, who had been very successful, remarked
that "all-s « » (he) had in the final ocutcome was the high heeled
boots, the striped pants, and about $4.E0 worth of other clothiié:"

The California trousers were most often striped, but sometimes of
a buckskin color, with a darker plaid design iﬁ chi: They cost
abcut $7.50 per pair, and as one cld cowboy put it, they were "the

53.

best pants ever made to ride in."

10



Contrary te écpular opinion and the movie makers, Levi,
blue denim trousers were not often worn by cowbcys in the 1880's.
They were considéfed poor man's wear, or the type of thing a

Le
farmer might Wea}: 0f course, some cowboys did wear them butqus-
ually because they could not afford any other type of trouseié:
For some reason, this attitude changed rapidly in the 1890's, and'
the Levi style became quite popular with cowboys.. Even though the
Levis were extensively worn in the nineties, most men had a pair
of striped or checkered wool dress trousers for dances and special
occasioiz:

- Most younger men seem to have favered a plain leather belt,
though many wore galluses., As previously mentioned, the trousefs
usuallz fit close enough so that many men wore neither belt or
galluségl Opinion seems to be fairly evenly divided as to whethef
"most men tucked their trousers inside ﬁheir boots; or wore them
-outsidg?. 01ld photographs show .both styles,

Only one old timer made specific mention of "sweetor" corduroy
trousers as having been popular. This was the same type of material
described in the section on coats and jackeﬁs. The informant who
did mention the "sweetors" had particular reason though to know
something of“céwboy styles in the 1880's and ninties, as he ran a

clothing store in the nineties, and recalls that the "sweetors" had

- been popular when he was a boy in the 1880's, and were unobtainable

11



in the'late 1890's, According to this man, the material was very
~ durable, although the sewing was so peor that it was a saying that
when a' man bought a pair of "sweetors", he should buy a spool of

60,
tough linen thread and re-sew all the seams,
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VESTS

Like the wide brimmed Stetson and the bandana, the wearing
of vests as an ocuber garment, is universally associated with cow=-
bbys in the open range era. This ccncept appears to be rooted in
fact, as many cowboys did wear them, and they were especially po%-

ular in the Scuth, where many North Dakota cowboys had originateé:
Since shirts_of that era had but one pocket, and the close fittiné
trousers of the times made the carrying of articles in the pockets
uncomfortable, many cowboys wore a vest simply for the fouf pockets
it afforded, to carry their smaller perscnal possessions. The factor
of "style" also seems to have had an influenceéhere, as the wearing
of a vest was considered stylish by most cowboyg: Of£en, the vest
was left over'from'a‘suit of town clothes, but stores catering to
cowb%y trade also sometimes bought vests from large clothing com-
panieg:

These vests were rarely fancy though, and were usually dark
in color. Scmebimes a cowbey might wear a vest with a figure in thé
material, and vests of spotted antelope or deer skin were very popular
with Texas cowboys bringing trail herds north to Dakota: One of these
old trail herders- estimated that about two thirds of the younger men
favored this sort of a vest, if they could obtain one: Not all cowboys
seem to haﬁe worn ves?z though, and many merely were a heavy shirt in
placé of vest or jackét: By the 1890's, the calfz?in vest had begun

to achieve some popularity, but not in the 1880's.

13



QUTFR COATS AND OVFRCOATS

Fxcept for line riding and some occasicnal odd job work
aro.nd the ranches, there wasblittle employment for cowboys in ¥
the winters. For this reascn, many of the Texas cowboys, who had
trailed herds of cattle to the northern range, went back South
with the approach of winter., Since these men did not stay through
the often bitter winters of western North Dakota, many of them did
not even own an overcoat. Those men who did stay in the Nzéth through
the winter often had the chéapest possible type of overcoag: Only
the prosperous ranchers could usually afford such luxuries as a
racoon skin coat, 'costing about $50.gg:

Some blanket coats were worn by the northern cowboys, but
nct mazg: They had been designed for wear in timbered country, add
were not warm enough for the open plai;i: Some of these blanket
coats were colorful though, mostly white, with broad bands of red,
‘blue and orange through them. As has been streesed before, the cowboy
| had very little money, and oﬁe old cowpuncher recalled a time when
"there was orly one overcoalb in the whoie outfit, and it was lcaned
around to his friends by the ownZi:" One might ask, what was worn
by those who had no oyercoat? The answer seems to be that with a
heavy shirt, pssibly a suibt coat and vest, and an outer covering of
‘the virtuallyﬂﬁnivérsal waterproof slicker, that one could keep

. ‘ ‘13
reasonably warm except in the beétterest weather.

1L



The predominating type of winter coat seen among cowboys
in the 1880'5 was the canvas, or duck coat, usually lined with
blénketing or heavy flapnzg: This was the "sourdough" coat. Some-
times, the canvas was painted to make it wind and water prcof.
Usually, it wa a little longer ‘than a suit coat, and not as long
as an overcoat. Like almost all cowboy garments, thesevcoats were
usually dark colored.

Not many ccwboys of the 1880's seem to have had the buffalo
and fur coats. These were very heavy, and the bulk did not lend
itself to ease in riding, or to being carried about in a bedroll.
Scme did have the buffalo coats, though - most likely traded from
soldiezg: Two buffalo coats preserved in the Range Riders"Msuem
in Miles City, Montana, seem to be fair examples of the type worn
by those cowboys who had them. Both coats are almost ankle length.
Cne has buttons to fasteﬂ it together, the other has a series of
' toggle fasteners and loops down the front. One is lined with heavy
flannél, and the other with a light quilted material. One bearskin
coat is alds on exhibit in tﬁe Range Riders' Museum, it is as long
as the buffalo coats, has toggle fasteners, and haé wool, knit
wrisﬁlets inside the sleeve to keep the wind frdm blowing up the
arms.,

0f:all fheavarious types of outer garments wern by cowboys

76.

in the 1P80's, none was so common as the yellow slicker. The slicker

15



was made of light canvas or duck material, and water-proofed
770 ' . .
with linseed oil. The pommel type slicker was introduced about

1880, especially for the cowboys. It fell almost to the ankle,

and was so tallored as to entirely cover the saddle and the wearer
while riding. The voluminous skirts of the coat came forward to
cover the rider's legs in wet and cold weathei?' The yellow slicker
was generally known as a "Fishbrand", or "Tower" slicker from the
name and trade marks of the firm that supplied most of thei?.
Slickers were vsually carried rolled inside out, tied to the back.
of the saddle, or cantle, when not in ugg:’81ickers‘had to stand
much abuse and still retain their water prcof quality. They were
often used to beat out grass fires and put to other rough useagz%.
In the 1880's, a yellow slicker cost the cowboy from £3.50 to $h.OC
each. They had metal buttons, often with the word "Tower" inscribed
on the buttons.,

Previous to about 1910, the collar of the>slicker was usually
lined with red flgnnel, those made later had a collar lining of an
olive drab méteriai: There were a few black slickers seen, but not
maS;: Although some shy horses might be "spoocked" by a flapping
yellow slicker, the black slickers tended to be very stfff in cold:
Weatheg, due to the paint that was added to the water proofing lin-
seed oi?: Actually, the yellow pcmmel slicker has changed very little

in the past seventy-five years,

16



GLOVES
Many cowboys wore wrist length gloves the year arcund. In

the 1880's, all gloves worn by cowpunchers were of buckskin, and

were almost never ornamented in any wa&. Very, very few cowboys
wore the gauntlet type glove, as the bucket topped gauntlet could
easily get caught when roping and pfove the source of a serious
accident.. Thése became somewhat more popular in the 1890's, but
were never widely used by the werking cowboys. -

Usually the buckskin gloves were purchased in a local stcre.

In the Medora area, an ex-soldier named Schuyler LeBo hunted and

trapped for a living and made buckskin gloves tosell to the cow-
87. ) » '
boys.

In winter, buckskin mittens, lined with wool or fur, were .
880 ' )

worn by many northern cowboys.

17



CHAFS

Chaps originated in Mexico, where they were known as chap-
ereros. Texas cowboys, trailing long horned cattle to North
Dakota, brought the chaps to the nerthern range. The roush brush
country of the Southwest gave rise to the common practice of wear-

ing chaps to protect the legs of the cowboy, and almost every
~ . 89'
Texas cowboy had chaps when he arrived in western North Dakota.

However, they were not wern as much in the northern range country

and their most extensive use was as extra covering when riding at
90.
night., During the day, they were usually wrapped in a bedroll or
91.
thrown in the bed wagon.

Almost all chaps in the 1880's were of tough, bull hide

leather. No fur or angora chaps seem to have been worn before about
92.
1887. The chaps.worn in the 1880's were the closed leg chaps,"like
" 93. '

' a pair of Ieather trousers with the seat cut out."The legs were cut
straight, and usually thonged together along the outer edge of the
leg. This style was known as the "shotgun chapz%ﬁ Sometimes, a
fringe was cubt in the leather, along the outside of the legs, where
the leather was thonged together. Cccasionally, a cowboy might
ornament his chaps with silver conchecs, or perhaps Mexican dollars
with holes punched through‘them and laced to the edge of the chaggz
Other conchos or dollars, were sometimes placed along ?he belt,which

96,

was integral to the chaps - perhaps three on each side, 01d photo-

graphs of open range cowboys often show this style of chaps in use,
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Commonly, a pocket was patch-sewmn to each leg of the chaps, four
97.
or five inches from the top of the belt,
The wide, bat-wing type of chaps did not ccme into use until

after the end of the open range era in the northern plains

country.

19



BOOTS

The cowboy boot of the 1880's was very similar in shape

to those made in recent years. The main difference was that the
boots worn in the 1880's came up much higher on the leg, reaching
almost to the knee, and showed very little if any ornamentatigg:
The common, forward sloping heel was abcut two inches high, but
soﬁe covboy boots were made with a square “ype heel, like the old
type cavalry‘boozz: Nearly all boots were of black calf leather,
"French'calf™ being especially popu%gg: Ornamentation was.limited
to there semetimes being a 1iﬁtle fancy stitching on the boot top,
but this was not comigi. in the 1880's.

Cowboy boots in the eigﬁties usually had a pair of leather
boot straps sewn into the inside of the boot tops so that, they
f protruded above the tops for an inch orlgi: The flashy "mule ear®
straps, flopping over the top‘of the boot for severdl inches were
notﬂuncommon, and usually denoted the wearer a "dude" or new comer
to the plains Coun%gi:

Some cowboys had their boots made to order, but mény bought
their boots ready made. Most boots were made by small'shops in the
early 1880's. The pegged boots, in which the foot pertion was attached
to the sole with hardwood pegs, cost a few dollars more than sewn
~:b$ots. Prices on boots seem to have varied from about $7.00 for

S 104.
ready made boots to about §15.00 for specially made boots. Of course,
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a cowboy could spend as much as he wanted on his boots, but
very few seem to .have felt the need to put a great deal of money
inﬁo footwear. Fxtra long heels were stylish with those who did
order expensive boigg:

Ag with other items of cowboy wear, many of the socks used in
the 1880's were home made. Women in the frontier communities often
knit cotton and wool soc%s to exchange at a store for manufacturzd
items. Cowboys bought these home made .socks from the store beeégré.
A type of stocking known as "Dutch socks" were sometimes worn in
winter. These socks were quite thick, of knitted wool, reaching
almost to the kigz:

In winter, many cowboys in the ﬁorthern country wore rubber
and ffég overshoes, or "ér'tics”, these were often secured from

soldiers. The artics were rubber soled, with black felt uppers and

fastened with metal buckles across the front.

21



SFUHS
Many types of spurs were worn by cbwboys in the 1880's,

Sometimes they weré locally made by a blacksmith, and sometimes
purchased from suppliers. With Texans, the heavier Mexican influ-
‘ence was evident in the generally heavier and sometimes more or-
nate spurs they ﬁore; Since the majority‘of the cowpunchers in .
western North Dakota in the eighties had originally come from
Texas, a large mumber of the spurs seen in the Medora area in the"
early days were the large, heavy types,.

Texas. spurs usually had long, prcgged rowells on them, és
long as two inches in diameter, One‘old cowboy recalls having made
rowells for his spurs by punching a hole through the center of a
Mexican silver dollar, then filing teeth all aroundlgz: Sometimes,
these Texas spurs had small metal"jinglers" hanging from the end
of the spur shank in such a way as to make the rowells hit them
when they turned, and scmetimes they had other pieces of metal,
called "clinkers™ dangling from the shank itsi%g: In the northern
range country, many cowboys adopted a smaller rowellAfor.their
spurs, about 1} inches in diameter, on a 2" shiii:

o Perhaps the spurs were the first item of cowboy dress that
were beginniné to show some ornateness, as silver inlays, as well
as those of brass and copper, were becoming stylish among working

112, :
cowboys. A pair of spurs examined by the author were of the goose=-
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neck type, with a goosehead at the end of the shank. They were
113.

of iron, with small silver inlays on the shank.

No brass spurs seem to have been worn in the 1880's, and all
seem to have been iron. Two popular types of spur were the "Cross

11k.
L", a large, heavy spur; and the "OK", a lighter and smaller spur.
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CUFFS
Leather cuffs, to protect the cowboys' forearms in rough
brush country seem to have originated in Texas, as did so many other

items of cowboy apparel. Many northern cowpunchers in the Medora ,
118,
region wore these cuffs in the 1880's, A pair on exhibit at the

v

Range Riders' Museum is of russet leather, about eight inches
long, with a band of design stamped into the leather at each end.
They fastened with a metal snap on the large end, and had a leather

strap and white metal buckle to hold them close to the wrist at the
116. '
small end, Some cuffs had a row or téw of silver or nickel tacks
117.
set into them, but this was not common in the eighties,

Cuffs seem to have heen worn up to about 1910, but for
. 118.
m
some reason lost their popularity rapildy after 1900. Not all

cowboys wore cuffs in the Medora area, but nearly all those who

. 119.
had recently come from Texas did.
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UNDERWEAR
Because the cowboy was frequently out in cold and damp
weather he required a heavy type of underwear. Nearly all un-

derwear was of the union suit, one piece type, of wrist and

120.
ankle length variety. It was usually of cotton flannel or wool,
121,
though silk underwear was sometimes worn in winter. Most commonly,
122,

it was White or greyish in color, or sometimes red. Occasionally,
underwear came in a two piece suit, also of wrist and ankle

123,
length. In warm weather, the cowboy might have his shirt sleeves

rolled up, exposing this wrist length underwear.
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REVOLVERS

Almost every cowpuncher in the 1880's were a large calibre
revolver on a combination gun and cartridge belt, except, perhaps,b
when in toii%. It should be noted, however, that some few cowboys’
did not even own a éii: The revolver was of course the cowboys
prime self defense weapon, but it had other uses as well. He used |
it to hunt game with, to kill wolves and coyotes, as a means of
signaling, and sometimes as a source of amusement and spert. In
shooting a revolver, the cowboy was most often what is termed a
smap shot rather than a deliberate shooter. Some cowboys practiced
a great dea%,'others could not afford to buy extra ammunition for
this purpiie: Trick shooting and competitivé shooting was sometimes
popular. Shooting at tim cans thrown in the air, or keeping a can
rolling alor the ground by hitting it with bullets were common
forms of amusement shootii;: One type of competitive shooting pop-
ular with Texas cowboys was to rapid fire the contents of ones'(re-
volver at a post, while riding at full gallop on a horse. The winner
was the man who placed the most shots in the posﬁ, closest toge%izr.
One cowboy of the 1880's, Mr. Ben bird, of Medora, North Dakota,
estimates that about one third of the ccwboys were what could be
termed really- good shots.

For distance shooting and when‘accuraéy was most desired, the

revolver was often held with both hands, straight in front of the

shodters body. This was the hold most often used in hunting.

26



Nearly all cowboys who carried a gun wore the gun in a large
loop-fhrough, open.top holster hung on a cariridge biiz:When going
into town, the gun belt was often left at the ranch, and the revol=-
ver thrust into the belly band of the ﬁrousers, under the suit coat,
or perhaps carried in an out-of- sight shoulder hols%gg: Shoulder
holsters though were most commonly used in the winter, so that the
revolver could bé more easily reached unaer the outer coat. Among
professional gun men, a very, very few of whom worked sometimes as
cowbéys, a spccial leather lined pocket was at times sewn in the
trousers, and the revolver carried in this special pocket,

Of all the varicus types and makes of revolvers on the
market by the 1880's, the single action Colt,.model of 1873 was
by far the most popular type pf revolver among the cow%g;;. Basic~-
ally this was the Colt Army revolver of 1873, with some slight mod-
ifications. Production of this weapon began in 1873-7k, and continued
until 1940, when arms orders for the Western Allies in'W§r1d War 11
caused the suspension of production of the "Fronticer" single action
Colt. So.popular had this weapon become and so much a part of the
western tradition, that the Cclt firm resumed production of the
single action in 1956,

Civilians purchasing the single action, model 1873 Colt,
could order it in a variety of barrel lengths, exterior finishes,

with or without engraving, with sp=cial grips, and in an asscriment

of calibres other than the standard Army .L5.
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Most popular with the cowboys of the 1880's were the .hS,
. 132.
b, L1, and especially the .LL/LO calibre Colts. The U5 calibre

was the largest, and was the standard army cartridge for many years.
The Jul/L1l cartridge was the same ammunition as was used in the
Winchester model 1873 .4L/40 rifle and carbine, and the cartridges
could be used in either the revolver of the rifle. Colt revolvers -
wefe also chambered for other Winchester fifle gnd carbine calibres,
such as the .38/40 in 1886 and the .32/20 in 18%%3..

Before 1882, Colt revolvers were usually furnished with one
piece walnut grips, but after 1882, the grips were made in two
pieces, of molded,black hard rubizg: Grips were sometimes marked with

135.
brands, or set with steel tacks. The standard army revcolver had a

v'-o

seven and one half inch harrel, but mcst cowboy Colts were ordered
with shorter barrels, from four and three quarters inches to about
seven inches. Barrels could be ordered in any desired length, at
extra cgst. Medium barrel lengths were most popular with the cow-
punchiis: |
Since the cowboy's revolver was intended for hard and long
ﬁse, he very sildom sported a fancy weapon - engravéd, or specially
plated. Nearly all cowboy revolvers were finished in plain metallic
blue. Once in a while, a?evolver with special pemrl, bcne or ivory
grips was seen among the cowbcys in the 1880's, but not very often,

None of the old cowboys interviewed for this.report ever cwned one

and all stated that such specizl pistol grips were uncommon in the

eighties,
28



Occasionally a cowboy was seen with a speclally ornate revol-
ver. Teddy Blue Abbot recelled one instance, where the cwner of
a large outfit rewarded his favorite wagon boss by"giving him
a forty—fivé dollar $ingle action . . o with an ivory handle,
and an N Bar éet in gold in it."

One of the most popular misconéeptions of the cowboy arm-
ément is the romantic tradition of the two-gun man, seen striding
across the stage of fiction and the movielscreens with two revol-
vers belted on his hips - and supposedly bringing both into play
at once, with unerring accuracy. Factual information seems to
indicate +that the above mentioned two-gun cowboy was a rarity -
or a very green new comer tc the range countii?. Some professional
gun men did wear two guns at once, but " the kind of fellows that
did carry two would carry one in the scabbard and a hide-out gun
down under their aii?ﬁ The orizin of tﬁe two-gun myth goes back
about thirty years prior to 188l. In the era of percussion, cap
and ball revolvers, scme men did wear two guns, but not to shoot
them Simultaneously. These percussion revolvevs took much longer
to lcad than did the cartridge arms of the 1880's, and the carry-
ing of two guné at once was to enable the wearer to have twelve

instead of ohly six shots at his command without having to go

through the time consuming process of re-loading his revolvers.
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Percussion revolvers had been obsclete since the introduction

of ﬁhe cartiidge Colts and Smith & Wesscns, plus the appearance

of Remington and obther makes of nevallic ammunition revelvers

in the early 1870's. Only one old cowpuncher interviewed by this
researcher recalled seeing any percussion arms in use in the
eighties = and that was by a 13 year old %gg:

While Colt single action revolvers were the most popular

and rpedominant cowboy weapons, other revolvers also were in use
by cowpunchers of the 1880's. The idea of a double action, or.
self-cocking revolver was not new, but until Colt brought out the
Lightning model revolvers in 1877, it had not been adapted to
modern American hand weapons.vThe Lightning Colt is very similar
to the single action, model 1873, in frame, barrel and ejector,
" but the trigger guard is different, and the grips were of the
"bird'head" type instead of the square butt variety as ued in
designing the model 1873. The Lightning 4rips are round at the
bottom, and smaller than thoée on the single action. This revelver
could be cocked and fired either single or double action, that is
to say, a single squeeze of the trigger revélved the cylinder into
firing position, brought the hammer back, and released the hammer

to strike the cartridge primer. The Lightning was widely marketed



by Colt, but never became very popular, probably due to the
fact that the internal mechanism was quite delicate and easily
gotten out of adjustmii%: It was made in two styles - with a
medium barfel length ;nd an ejector along the right side of
the barrel, or in a short barrel léngth, minus the ejector.
The weapon loaded>through the loading gate on the right side,
at the rear of the cylinder, like the model 1873 single action
Colt. Writing in 1950, one oid cowboy of the 1880's recalled
that he had personally, "packed a double action, l1 Colt,

in the holster on my saddigf" in 1885. This particular Colt
was supplied in two calibres - .38 and .Ll, with a very few
made in .h45. None of these cartridges were interchangeable
with the Winchester ammunition.

What has been said of the Colt Lightning was also true to
some extent of the Smith‘& Wesson revolvers. These arms "broke "
at the top of the frame to load, and loosemess often resulted
frem hard usage and wear on.the hinge., No Smith and Wesson revol-
vers were used by any of the six men interviewed, and none, used
by cowboys, were seen in the museums visited. One of the chief
features of the Smith & Wesson was that when the arm was opened
for loading,"the empt¢y shells were automatically ejected by a
collar set into the center of the rear of the cylinder, which

~popped the empty cases out. Some of these arms were in use though

but very few.

1
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Those that did see cowboy use were the Smith & Wé&sson
"American" model of 1869, and the Schofield model that

came out a few years 1atey. The army used a few of the
Schofield models; but did not adopt them for general issue,

as model 1873.Colb was adopted.

" Though the Remington Arms Ccmpany's main emphasis was

on the production of rifles and'carbines, they did market a
single action WLk calibre revolver in 1875, to compete with
the Colt,., This was a remodeling,df ﬁheir percussion revolver,
retaining very similar lines - even to the diagenal rib under
the barrel, which had been the loading lever in the peréussion
élass. Like its predecessors, the cartridge Remington of 1875
had a solid frame, and unlike the Cclt, the back strap and
trigger straps, bubt net the trigger guard, were forged in-
tegral with tﬁe frame. The trigger guard was a separate part.
The’grips on the Remington were always made in twc haives,
whereas the earlier model 1873 Colts had one piece grips.‘The
Celt switch to hard rubber grips in the early eighties saw the
modei 1873 equipped With~two piece grips as well. Some of the
Remington revolvers were used by cowboys, but not in large 3
numbtgsz A model 1875 Remington on display at the Range Riders!
Musuem is éatalogued as having been used by a cowboy in 1888,

who had brought the arm from Colorado to the northern range
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country in that year. .The barrel of this revolver has
been cut hack about one inch from its original length,
which might have been necessitated by an Injury to the
original muzzle, or perhaps done merely from the owner's
preference for a shorter barrel. . |

In assembling materials and relics, it might happen
that some odd appearing "Colt single actions", "Smith &
Wessons" and other out-of round arms may be offered as don-
ations, or for salse, If such items do turn up, they are
almost sure.fo be Spanish and Belglan. copies of thelr popular
originals, For centuries cheap arms have been manufactured
in Spain and Belgium - often ﬁ amounting to ﬁirating of models
patented in other countries, Some of these arms were sold
in this country, but it is very doubtful that sn arms buyer
as descriminating as a cowboy would have purchased such an
arm, as they .are very poorly madé, and at times déngerous to
the user., Other revolvers offered to ;the Park might be differ-
gnt makes and models of the percussion revolvers, and, as ’
previbusly stated, only one was mentioned in the research for
this report, as they had long been out of practical used by
1880, . It is possible though that some of the thousands‘of |
percussion revolvers that were altered to use metalllic cart-
ridges may bave been used by North Dakota cowboys.

The scabbérds, or holsters, in which the cowboys carried
their revfgve:s were open topped, and.generally of the loop;

through type, ;
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The scabbards, or holsters, in which the cowbbys carried their
revelvers were open topped, and generally of the loop-through type,
where the body of the holster is looped through a large flap,form-
ing a wide loop for the cartridge beltbto pass throuég?. Most all
holsters were of brown, or natural colored leather, Some cowboys
made their own holsters and gun belts from "grained" lea%ﬁgr. <
None of the modern, "buscadero" style belts and holsters ccmbined
seem to have been in use in the 1880's. All holsters of that era
were made to slide on the Qartridge belt, Holsters were most often
supplied by saddlery shops iﬂ the eighties. One, marked "Rattan
Saddlery Co., Dickinson, N.D." is stored in the North Dakota State
Historical Scciety. It is partially stamped with a basket design,
and is typical of the common cowboy hoister; although the "N.D."
stamping p&acés the date of manufacture after 1889, when that
statewwas admitted to the Un%gz:

Aé has been menticned, revclvers were sometimes carried in
leather shoulder ?olsters - éspecially in winter, or when the
cowboy was in toig?. Like the belt holsters, these were functicnal
aﬁd not often ornamented in any way, except for some occasicnal
stamp designs.‘§cme cowboys carried their rerlvers in other wagys
beside in a holster - perhaps even placing one in the boot top when

1L9.

in town.
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Styles of wearing the holster seem to have been varied,
especially sc in the northern and southern ranges. Southern,
or Texas type cowboys, seem to have favered wearing the holster
low on the hip, while the norﬁhern cow punchers usually.wore
theirs close tc the waist band of the trousigg: To insure a
fast, smooth draw, the bottom of the holster was often tied
to the fhigh-with a leather thong, but when riding fast, the
holster was usually wern higher, close to t he waist. biii:

The revolver holster was most'commohly carried on a cart~
ridge belt made of fairly soft calf lea%gié, doubled over and
sewn along the bottom edge. An opening was often made on the
inside of the belt, so that i£ could be used as a money Biii:
These belts were from about twe and three quarters to four
iﬁches'wide, and both the.examples examined by this researcher
were fastened with medium sized, plain metal'buckles. In each
case, the tongue of the belt was a narrower billet of leather
and the buckles were also fastened to separate billets of leather
sewn on the body of the bif%: Neither belt bore any ornamental
tooléng, carving, or stitching. Gun belt bﬁckles in the 1880's

were plain, functional items, not the fancy types later used in
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rodeos and parades. Cartridge loops most commonly extended all
the way around the belt, but some belts were made with only a
few loops. Most cartridge belts he]déabout fifty shells, as
many as came in one box of ammunltign.

Very few working cowboys seem to have carrled hidden
"hide- out" guns. None of the informants 1nterv1ewed for this
progect recalled having ever known of a cowboy carrying or
owning a derringer or other small "stingy gun." Occasionaily,
a cowboy might have an extra revolver, carried out of sight,

157.

but this was uncommon.
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RIFLES & CARBINFS

Once the'{%eat of Indian-hostilities had passed;vvegy
few cowboys cwned or habitually carried a rifle or carb?ie:
When the last of the Sioux hostiles surrendered early in 1881
the main reason for a cowboy to carry a rifle no longer ex-
isted. Another reason that feﬁ cawbcys owned or carried a
carbine or rifle was that it could easily gét in the way of
roping and added just that much more to the gear carried on
2 horse. Some ranchers would not allow their.cowboys to’carry

159.
a carbine.

Thoée cowboys who did own theﬁ usually carried them in
plain leather scabbards, or "boots" on either side of the
saddle, but most commonly on the left side, to leave the rlght
side free for the ro%g?.Rifles and carbines were sometimes
carrled when "line gldlng" or traveling, never during roundup
or other cattle woik%.

Since there was usually little employment for cowboys in
the winter, many of them made theirvliving as market hunters =-
shooting deer, elk and antelope and selling the meat. Before
the buffalo herds were killed out in the northern range, scme
COWboyS were also part-time hide hunters, buf not after 1885.

Two of the cowboys 1nuerv1ewed for this report owned Sharp s

buffalo rifles in the 1880's. One of them had been a market and
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buffalo hunter, who retained his L5/90 calibre "01ld Rgliable"
médel 187h Sharp rifle during his cowboy yeafs in the eighties,
This particular rifle was a sixteen pound weapon, and commonly
fired from a rest made of a wiping rod. Though chambered for

the commercial‘h5/90 cartridge, it would alsc take the universally
obtainable 45/70 Government amminition. The other cowbey who. re-
called owning-a Sharp rifle in the eighties had bought it from

a buffalo hunter for only ten decllars in 1%82: The gun cost ahcut
#125,00 when new, but apparently the hunter needed money badly -
and the buffalo were gene. This was also the "01ld R_liable"
Sharps, but mamufactured in 45/70 calibre. Should any of these
items be offered to Theodore Roosevelt Naticnal Memorial Park,
the model date of iB?h and the phrase "0ld Reliable" will be
found stamped thereon. It was also made in Uli/77 and other large
calibres. Sharp arms were quite popular, due to their rugged con-
struction and ease of operation. During an Indian scare in 1880
one old cowboy remarked that all the members éf his group "were
armed with Sharps-Carbine saddle guns ( sic ) as well as six
sho&tiﬁg:"

Other models of the Sharp arms were also in use in the 1880's,

Thousands of them had been converted from percussion to metallic
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cartridge weapons after the Civil War. The large majority of
them were carbines, but there were also scme of the longer
military rifles. Most of the converted Sharps were altered
to bake the %0/70 Government ammunition, but some were re-
barreled to use the more modern 1,5/70 cartridge. Cne of
.these carbines was nsed by cne of oqglcowboy informants in
the 1880's as a hunting arm in win%;}:

Some civilians bcught condemned, or néw; 45/70 Spring-
field single shot rifles and carbines, but only one menzéon
has been found of any of them having been used by cowbiys:

By all odds, the lever acticn, repeating Winchester
carbine and rifle was ®the most gopular long arm with the
cowboys ®Bhat did own and use t%;;: The first true Winchester
was a mcdel 1866, made in .Ul calibre, for rimfire ammunition.
These first Winchesters had brass frames, hutt plates and
forestock caps. A few of them were still in use in ﬁhe eighties
though improved models had been on the ﬁarket for many yiggé.

t was the model 1873 carbine; in LL/LO calibre, that was by .
far the,moét common long gun used by cowbisz:‘This carbiné had

an.iron frame and all iron fittings. Only the cartridge carrier

block, seen én the under side of the frame, ferward of the
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trigger, was made of brass. The LL/L0 cartridge was -adapted
for use in Colt revclvers as well as in the Winchester arms,
and was very popular with cowbcys. The phrase, "Model 1873"
is found stamped on these weapons on the tang, just behind
the hammer. Like the Colt revolvers, it was chambered for
the 38/L0 and the 32/20 cartridges as well as the LL/LO.
The calibre of a givén rifle or carbine in this series will
be found stamped on the bottom of the brass cartridge carriér,
and scmetimes on the top of the barrel.

In 1876, Winchester marketed a heavier version of the
model 1873 arms, designating it the ”Cenﬁ%%ial", or 1876
modei. This is a lavger weapon, over-all, than the model
1873, but is of the same design. The model 1873 was used as a
pattern, to enlarge the action and magazine and lengthen the
barrel to accommodate the hS/?S, L5/70, L5/60, and other heavier
calibres used for big game hunting. Very few of these were used
by cowboys, as they were much heavier and more unwieldy than -
the model 1873. The model 1876 Winchesters saw their widest use
among buffalo hunters and others using heavy calibre ammunition.

Toward the middle 1880's, the Winchester firm developed a
different type of lever action for use in carbines and rifles,

and offered it to the public as the model 1686, Like the model
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1876, the new arm was designed for heavy calibre ammunition.

Many specimens of thewdel 1586 are found in the western

region of North Dakota, and scme of them were no doubt, used

by cowboys - during times ﬁhen they were employed as market
hunters or when hunting fer meat, not when werking with

cattle, This weapon was made in beth rifle and carbine lengths, y
and will be marked "model 1886." Two of the cowbcys interviewed
fer this repcrt recalled using thegodel 1886 Winchester, in
calibre L0/82,5ust prior to lB;g?.One oldvcowboy noted that

his father had a model 1876 Winchester in calibre hS}Zé:

It should be mentioned that the heavy calibre ammuntion
for the later Winchesters, and in fact all metallic ammunition,
was quite expensive during the 1%80's and for this reason, cow-
beys, like other arms users, uswally reloaded their empty cart-
ridizs: The Winchester, ¥arlin, Ideal and other firms sold
reloading tools for refilling a wide variety of shells. A great
deal of expense could be saved by casting ones' own lead bullets
and reloading shells; an occupation sometimes 1eff for long

winter evenings and other odd times. The exhihit at the Chateau

de Mores contf%s several reloading tools, and there are probably



a fair number of them in the Medora area.

Though the Winchester long arms were by far the most pepular
among cowboys, many other types of carbines and rifles were also
in use in the 1880's. Seeing the success Winchester wea enjoying)
the Colt firm introduced & similar, lever action type weapon,
but not many of these were manufactured. One of them is on dis=-
play in the de Mores chateau, but it has beén shortened from
the original length.

Thouch the lever action, "saddle gun" was most popular,
single shot weapons, other than the already mentioned Sharp arms,
‘were sometimes used by cowboys. Remington had developed a simple,
yet very strecng single shot, breech leoading action toward the
end of the Civil War. This "rolling block" Remington, with slight
modifications, was manufactured in rifle and carbine sizes for
the_commercial market, and some of them were used by cowboys =
most 1¥ely in 45/70, .LL rimfire, or ﬁerhaps in hh}zg:

More northern, Dakota cowboys seem to have owned and used
rifles and carbines than was the case in Texas, but since the
cowboy usually "could hunt witla pistbl," the carrying of lcng

17h.

arms was never commche.
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KNIVES

Anyone who has ever dcne any camping, hunting or fishing
knows the many uses tc which a good knife can be put, and
almost all cowboys had‘a sturdy knife or two with them at all

175.
times. The most popular type of knife was a large, rugged pocket

or clasp knife. Few cowboys seem to have farcred wearing a
177.
hunting ‘or belt knife. Those cowboys who did wear a helt knife
178.

favored a knlfe with about a five inch blade. Most of these
belt knives were plain, and when one was seen with silver in-
lay oﬁ the hilt or other ornamentation, it was almost certain
to have come from Mexizz:

Some few cowboys in the 1980's‘carried a knife as a
weapon but bhis was nct cormon. One infermant recalled an ex-
Texas ranger, in the Medora area, who always wore-a long,double
edged, sharp pointed dlig?. A few hard cases and "wculd be bad-
men" scmetimes carried a short sheath knifle in a scabbard in
their pockets, or perhaps tied the sheabh inside the top of the

181.
" boot leg. Very rarely, a cowboy had tne leather sheath rivetted

101,
to the boot leg. It should be emphasized that these knives were
not the large Bowie knife of earlier frontier fame.
hnlfe thrOWLng and gambling on skill at knife tricks was

popular with many Texas cowbcys, who drifted to the nerthern

range coubhry. Much in the same vein as shooting a mark and doing

L2
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tricks with a revolver was popular.

. Because they'were werking with cattle, and since ~they
did quite a bit of hunting, many cowboys also had skinning

he

knives in their kits. These werékcommon, curved blade, that
18L.

is still in use. When cattle were "winter killed", or died

on the range, cowboys usually skinned the carcass for the

hide, so that the animal was not a total loss.
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RCPES

- The rope was almost as ind@spensible to the cowboy as
his horse, and in the cpen rangé era,_roping achieved its
heights as a working cowboy skill. The cowboy of the eighties
iook areat pains with and gcod care of his rope. It was his
main tool in working‘cattle. Tn the 1880's, it was never called
a "lasso" aﬁd in the north, was most commonly termed a "catch
rope" or "throw Eggg:" These ropes were usually about forty
feet long, to throw a small loop, and were of‘about seven sig-
teenths of an inch stiS;: Some ropes were a8 short as thirty
feet, and others might be as long as fi{ty feet, but most
were in between these extremes in 1en§§£:
Ropes were made of a variety of ﬁaterials in the 1880;5.
Many Texas cowboys, and a large number in the Dakota country as
well, favoréd the rawhide rope, which was often braided by thé
cowboy.himséfg: These ropes were carefully braided in the same .
manner as sailors braid rcpes with a marlin spike. One examined
by this‘feseafcher is made of four strands, some were three,
igst saddlery shops of the 1880's carried these rawhide ropes
in stock, thelproduce of winter werk by cowboys. Other rcpes in

use in the eighties were of "seagrass', Mexican maguey fibre,

sisal and a few of brajdaéd hair. Hemp ropes were not used in the

Lk
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1880's.Grass ropes, of one of the ahove mentioned fibers,

wefe-sometimes laid when new on a pile of peper, then the
paper ignited, to burn éff the loose fibigg:

Since the loop is the most important part of the rope,
great care and skill was employed in the fashioning of the
slip, ori"hondﬁ". Usually, the slip was merely tied into the
end of ﬁhe fope, as small as possible to offer the least re-
sistance to wind and the least weight at the end of the rbpe.
Sometimes metal "hondus" were braided into the end of a rope,
to provide the easiest ﬁiippage for the line. Not too many
‘cowbeys used, a metal hondu though, as they could easily knock
out a horses eye when rcping him, and wefé otherwise danger-
ous when swung at the end of a r%éi: For a.time, there was a
fad among cowboys for these special "hondus", made of brass,
iron, or perhaps carved from a mountain sheep's hiii:

During the 1886‘5 there were twc "schools" of thought
ameng ~cowboys as to the best way to use a rope. Pacific
coast and Oregon cowboys usually were refeered to as "dally
welters" because they did not tie the end of the rope to the
- saddle horn,‘but only took a couple of turns with the end cf

the rope to the saddle horn, as a secure hold when the rope

was on a fractious cow or horse. The rope was most often

L5



carried on the right Side, for ready use, tied to the saddle
193.
or slung over the horn.
Trick and fancy roping was popular among the cowboys, and

some of them spent much of their leisure time perfecting their

skill with the rope.

L6
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QIRIS

One item of cowboy equipment that almost all of them used
in the 1880's was the quiiz%. These quirts were made of braid-
ed rawhide, or occasionally of hfose hair. The handle, or body
was uvsually about twelve inches long, and most commonly filled
with 164 small shot to give it weight, though the handle was
scmetimes of wood or iron, covered with the braided leatizg:
The whip end, or popper, was aboutéeighteen inches long, ﬁs-
uwally made of two whangs of rqwﬂize: The opposite end of the
handle from the pepper had a ﬁhong loop attahced to it, to be
slipped around the wrist when in use; or for attaching the
quirt to the saddle. |

As with the rawhide ropes, most quirts were made by the

men who used them. Some men made them as & pastime,‘add scld
them to others or to saddle shiiz: In braiding the rawhide,

fancy knots were often employed, but few quirts had any other

sort of ornamentation.
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CANTFFNS & WATFR BAGS

Though working in what was often a very dry country,
198.
very few cowboys carried canteens or water bags. On round

ups and when trail driving herds of cattle, water was

carried in a barrel on the cook wagon, and when away from

‘the wagon, the cowboy was expected to "lay down and drink
like a cow" when water was fotgg: Canteens were considered

unnecessary by men who slaked their thirst by getting a
"drink out of a cow track filled with rainwaggg:ﬂ

Once in a while, a cowboy, traveling acérss country,

-might‘have had a canteen marked "US", secured in trade from

201.
‘a soldier, but as has been stated, this was uncommon.

L8
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BFDROLLS

Since the cowbcy was often away frem the ranch, he had
to provide himself with some form of portable sleeping gear
when trailing herds, riding distant parts of the range and
on round ups. In the era before any specially designed sleep-
ing bags had been developed, the cowboy's bed was made up of
a medium weight canvas tarpaulin amd enough quilts and blankets
inside it to keep him moderately warm. All cowboy bedrolls were
Mhuilt" in a "tarp," abcut 18 by 6 feet in size, which was
doubled over from the bottom up and tucked under thg sleeper
on eadh'sisg?. Some of these "tarps" were waterproofed with
paint, most were not. Scme "tarps" had a series of rings and
snaps on the sides to facilitgte making up the bedroll and to
insure its staying togeigg;. This may have been the genesis of
the ﬁodern sleeping bag,

Inside the "tarp", the cowbéy placed from two to four
"soogans", or light cotton quilts, or a tcmbination of blankets
and qugg%é. The origin of the word "soogan'" seems to have been
lost, though the word is still current among cattlemen.

Becausé ﬁhey were,maée of excellent,. hard twist virgin

: 205,
wool, the old grey-blue army blankets were much favored by cowboys.
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Like other army gear in use among cowboys, these blankets
were secured in trade from soldiers, usually for 1iqigz:
Most-%edrclls in the 18B80's were made up of "soogans"

though, instead of blankets. Other types of blankets in

use among the cowboys of thé eighties were heavy "Californig"
blankets, that cost $18,00 eigg: They were about twice as
heavy as aﬁ army blanket. Some few cowbéys alsc had Mexican
or Navajo blankets, but not very many.

The cheapest type of blanket used in the cowboy bedroll
was a thin article known as a "henskin." These were very
cheap, costing only about $1.75 each, made of perhaps eight
threads of cotton to one of wigi: They did not last very
long though scme used them as a sheet in the bedroll.

If a stranger rode intc camp,. the cowboys were expected
vtoishare blanketé with him, and since many.men hosted lice,
scme cowboys were reluctant to offer this uliimate in range
hospitality, as ﬁhe only way blankets could be thoroughly de-
loused was to place them on an ant hill for the ants to eat

-210.

.the lice,

The beﬁroll was usually carried on the Bed wagon on rcund

ups an@ when:trailing cattle. When the cowbcy was traveling on

his own, or represenbing his outfit .at a distant round up, he

commonly carried the bedrcll on a pack horse.

-



WARBAGS

This item of cowboy equiment, whose name was plainly
borrowed from the Indians, served as the cowboy's valise
and as a catch-all for a host of smail articles he might
want with him. Like the Indian's warbag, that of the cow-
boy was meant for stowage of essential articles of dress
and equipment not worn by the cowbcy or carried on his
_ horse. The bowbovaarbag was a seamless canvas, two bushel
grain siii: Sometimes both ends were sewn éhut and a slit
made in the middle, through which the extra clothes and
other items carried in the sack cculd be pliizé. Other
warbags were fastened shut by merely tieing a string arocund
the mouth of the sack, or perhaps pﬁnching holes thrcugh
the edge and lacing a thong through the hoitg:

For ease of identification, soﬁe cowboys marked their

ﬁames, initials, or bfands on their warbags, but not alw§;2:
It was usually carried rolled up in the bedroll, and was often
used as‘a pillow at night, Very few cowboys'owned much in the
way of extra clothing, and the contents of .an average warbag
would have been something like "two suits ¢f underwear, a spare

shirt, some socks and a little loosé stuff."
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SADDLFS AND FORSE GFAR

Because the western cattle industry began in the Southwest,
much of the dress and equbment associated with the cpen range
era showed definite Mexican influences. This was true of the
chaps, the high crowned hat, waist length jackets, and especiall&
was it true of the stock saddles ridden by ccwboys in the 1880's.
Evolving frqm the earlier Spanish war saddles, the cowboy saddle\
of the eighties had a high cantle and was often full skirted. Noﬁ
only were many of the Texas saddles that were ridden north in-
fluenced by the older styles, but many of thez actualiy had been
made in Mexico, where saddlery was a high aii.. This is not to
say that these were fancy saddles, as highly ornamenfed horse
gear was Very rare among cowpunchers in the 18%%?;.Decorating
saddles in the 1880's usuélly améunted to stamping some flower
designs or basket weave designs on the leather, especially the
skifting, not in carving; coloring and ornamenting with siiizé.

Modern cowbcys saddles, and most of thoée made after 1900,
are of the swell fork variety - where the front fork of the
saddle tree is swelled out from either side of the fork. In the
1880's,, there,were no swell fork saddles, and all the cowhoy
saddles were of the straight "A" or "slick fork" type. The horn

: 220.
was flat, and of iron - often left uncovered.
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In the range country east of the Recky Mountains, almost
all the stock saddles in the ei:hiies were of the double rigged,
"pim-fire" t;gi: These had two cinches instead of one. The phrase
"pim-fire", as applied to the rizging of a saddle, comes from the
‘fact that the forked firing pin of the Henry and model 1866 Win-
chester rifles left a dent on each side of the cartridge case -
hence the term for the double rig., The single rig saddles, that
ccme ffom the Pacific slope raﬁge country, were termed "center-
fire," denoting a single cinch rigging on the saddle. Some of
these were seen in the Dakota ranges, but not very many.

A third type of rigging for saddles, that evolved out of
both the othefs was the Montana or three-quarter righed saddle
that was used to some extent in the northérn range couﬁii&. In
the Montana rigging, the saddle was equipped with two cinch rings,
but the rear cinch was diagonally attached to the forward cinch,
and only the front cinch.passed under the horses!' belly.

Since the stock saddle was a functional article, the dcuble
rigged saddle, in which the saddle #s,most firmly secured to the
horse, was the most popular for roping, as with a single cinch,
the saddle cculd be forced to turn almost sideways by a tough old

223. :
cow or wild horse. Ag was mentioned befcre, in the Dekota range
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country, the roper usually +ied his rope securely to the saddle
horn when working cattle.

Several types of saddles were popuiar in the 1880's. A
saddle with either a Cheyenne (double rigged) of a Visalia
(siﬁgle rigged) tree cculd be purchased for about $35.00 to
$L,0.00 in 1%%%: The Collins made saddles were also quite pop- |
ular in the‘eightiig: It toc, was a double rig saddle. These‘
early saddles wers made by lacing the wood parts of the tree
togethér with'rawhidé, alletwing the rawhide to shrink. iron hard,
thén covering the tree with rawhide, and finally covering the
whole with oak tanned leather.

The first major supplier of saddles in the Medora region
was the saddlery firm of the Moran Brothers at Miles City, Mon-
tiiz: Many of the Moran saddles were made %0 order, others were
made up in adﬁance, and individual tastes and variations in
rigging desired by the cowboys could be fitted to any saddle.The
Rattan Saddlery Shop, 1ocated in "Dickinson, east of Medora,
also supplied many saddles and other items.of horse gear to the
COWhOYS «

Two good examples of the saddles used by cowpunchers arcund
Medora in the'eighties are now on depesit anthe collections of the
North Daketa State Historical Scciety‘in Bismarck. One of them was

made in Cheyenné, Wyoming, by F.A. Menea, @gnd used on the Connelly

11 [t
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Brothers' Ranch thirty five miles north of Dickinson in 1688.
This is a double rigged saddle, having a covered iron horn,
square russet leather skirts fifteen by iwenty-eight inches on
one side, lined with sheepskin, and having maleable iron cx- '
bow stiriigé. The other stock saddle used in the Medora range
in the 1880's had been manufactured in Mexico in 1879, and \
brought to Dakota in 188L. It is also of russet leather, hav-
ing full flower stamping designs, square skirts fifteen by
twenty-eight inches, leather tie strings and conchgos, and
with wooden, .0x=bow stirriéz: The cinch on this saddle is of canvas
belting, and is not the original.

One style of saddle that was in use by cowpunchers of the
eighties that is no 1énger seen, nor has been for many years, wW&S
the covered or "macheer" saddle. The "macheer" saddle was an ordin-

ary stock saddle with an overall covering of light leather - to

‘reduce friction at all possible points where the Pider sat the

230,
saddle. Most saddles in the eighties were rigged with wocden ox-
‘ 231,
bow stirrups, though some ox-bows were of iron. Cowboys usually
232-

rode with a long stirrup leather in the eighties.,
- The most popular cinch in the 1880's was the fishcord cinch,
- made cf\nuﬁéfous strands of tough, hard twisted cord, about one
233

third of an inch in diameter, and made up by the ccwboys.

a
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Some cowhoys also made their cinches from strands of soft
23L.

"latigo" leather, run through the cinch rings. Hair

cinches were also very popular, and sometimes had a dia-
235,
mond design worked into them.

Stirrup hoods 5 commonly referred to as "tapaderos," or
"taps" were in common use in the Southwest range country, :
and many cotboys brought this style with them when they ¢
drifted north to Dakota, where they often discardéd the "tigs:"
The tapadero was originally intended to protect the rider from
roxgh brush, but many were of the elongated "hog snout" type, ~
very long, perhaps reaching to twenty-eivht inches, tapering
to a poiiz. These extra lond "taps" sometimes had a lead weight
at the tip, so that the rider could kick forward and Whlp a
horses head up out of the brigg. In later years, fancy parade
saddles were-usu2lly rigged with tapaderos, which were‘often
made the object of much deccration.

The three most common and popular types of saddle blankets
used by the cowboys of the 1880's were the. grey-blue army blan-
kets, hand woven Mexican and Navajo blankets and pads and blan=-
kets made of .horse hair. The army blanket was wery popular, and
cowboys could secure them from soldigg;. The Mexican blankets
were not as colorful as those woﬁvea by the Navajos, but were

2L0.
very thick apd made excellent saddle blankets, Navajo blankets
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were brought north by Texas cowbeys, and scmetimes werelsold
in stores in the northern range counii;:

The most‘populér of all saddle blankets was not actually
a blanket, but more of a felt.pad made of horse hair. These
hair blankets would not scald a horses back, as they allowed
air to pass through them, and were very easy on the horse as
well as being a good foundation for the sadiﬁg: The horse
hair blanket pad was made by cleaning the longer tail and
mane hair from hofsés, then plfcing it all in a Burlap sack and
cinching the saddle on top of2ig: As the cinch was pulled
tighter, the hair compressed, and when the burlap sack wore
out, it left a stout felt pad of horse hair, Another method
was to gather all sorts of hair, boil it in a kettle, and then
‘spread the‘mass of wet hair on burlap, lay a burlap ofer it
and pubt it on the horses back wet. Whén dry, the hair had been
worked into a felt giﬁ: - Cleaning the hair and laying out the
job correctly took time and not algcowboyshad the time, nor

2l
the horse hair, to make such a pad.

When trailing cattle north, most of the Texas cowboys in-
cluded a pair of saddle bags in their horse gear. These were
smallﬁr than the army style though, and most were made by the

2Lé. :

cowboys. Saddle bags were not used except when traveling, and
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meny cowboys in the Dakota country did not use them at all

as théy felt they oﬁly added weight and noise to the equipmggz:
Many of the bridles and halters used by the 1880's cowboys

were made by‘the cowpunchers themselves. In the more remote

¢

areas, it was common for a cowboy to buy only the iron bit and
2L8.
make up the bridle from leather straps. Some even made up their

own bits, and many were the produce of local blacksmith shigz:
The bridles manufactured by the cowboys werenaturally made to
the designs and views of the maker, and dispiayed a good deal
of iﬁdividuality, but were rarely decorated with silver or
brass Facks in ?he 1883?2: Those cowboys who went in for fancy
bridles were most likely to satisfy their desires by making or
otherwise obtaining a bridle made from knotted horse hair,
These horse hair bridles were most often worked in geometric
patterns in black and white hair, and sometines with some red-
dish hair for colii%. Braiding horse hair was a time consuming
task calling for great'patience and skill, .and few cowboys took
the pains to make bridles of horse hiii: |

Several types of bits were in use in the eighties. The Mex-
ican influence was seen in some of the Spanish spade bits

brought North from Texas, and in other modifications of this

cruel bit. Not many of them were in use in the Dakota range

RS
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country though, as they were very hard on horses, Hany cow=

boys favored the snaffle, ring bit, because it permitted the
horse tc graze with thevbit in his mouth and because the bit
did not injure the horses moigﬁ: Most cowboy bits though, were
long shanked, to provide leverage, and with a méderate or small
port that was not objectionable to the horggé. The port was
that section of the bit pressing aginst the tongue.

Other horse gear carried by mozt cowboys of the eighties
was a pair of‘hobbles made of rawiid;. The shackles of the
hobbles, the two loops fitting around the horses forelegs, were
about two to three inches wide, connected by a rawhide strap
abolt eighteen inches iggé.When not in use, the hobbles were
commonly garriedvslung across the horses neck, ygust in front of
the sadgie: Properly hobbled, .a horse could be left to graze
at night, or when the ‘cowboy had to dismount for any length of
tiﬁe, without being able to wan@er too far.away from his rider,
Cowboy horses. were usually trained to stand when the reins were
thrown over his head and allowed to iay on the ground.,

In addition to bobbles, some cowboys .carried iron picket
pins, by which the horse could be staked to the pin with a so)ft
» roﬁe atinigig. Many preferred to rely on tying the horses picket

rope to a stout sage brush.
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BRANDING TRONS

The branding of stock with red hot irons is inseparably
and correctly associated with the open range cattle industry.
Both cattle and horses were branded by their owners as a means
of permanent and rapid jidentification. The common branding
iron was a stamp iron - that is to say that the brand was forged
from wrought iron and attached to a long, iron handle. When the
heated stamp iron was applied to the hide of the animal, the
owner's brand was indelibly marked on the hide, Great iﬁ%nuity.
was used in the design of these stamp iron brands, the object
being to have the brand simple, easiiy read, and at the same
time difficult to efface or alter. Most stamp irons were made
by local blacksmiths, the brand proper being attached to a one
half inch iron bar about thirty-six to forty-eight inches long,
with a loop handle at the end.

Cowboys could not always carry a large stamp iron, though
_catfle bften had to be branded where one found them. For this
reason,vsome;cowboys carried a special iron ring, which could
be heated in a quickly made fire, held by two sticks thrust
" through, the loop, and almost any brand could then be made "free

260, W Y2
hand® on the hide. This%pot always considered ethical though as



it was a common rustler's practice, and the carrying of a
special ring was scmetimes prohibited or otherwise discouraged.
Another type of -branding iron, that was at times used in
coenjuncticn with or substituted for a stamp iron, was an in-
strument termed a running iron. The running iron was usually
~a straight rod of iron, with a small cufved prcjection or
bulge at the end. These irons were used to touch up imperfect
brands marked by the stamp method, or to maké‘a complete brand
"free hand." The possession of a running iron by a strange
cowpuncher immediatély focused suspicion on him, as rumning
irons. were standard equipmént fof rustlers and illegal brand
changers. Two gqod éxamples of thé!running iron are located in
the collections of the North Dakota State Historical Society

at Bismarck,
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Many relics and items other than those already mentioned

in this report will probably be donated or offcred to the Park,
as this report has been_intentionaily confined to the materials
owned and used by most cowboys in ﬁhe open range era period in
western North Dakota and eastern Montana. Items such as specially
braided feour horse whips used in handling the mess wagons, the .
dutch ovens, heavy skilleté and other items used by the round up
cook, or the mats of chain links developed to fight prairie
fires, were allconnected with the cowbéy culture of the 1880's.

An inventory of the goods carried in one of the "huck-
ster wagons" driven from ranch to ranch and in the range country
on round ups by early da% pedlars, would have been very useful
in compiling of this reioi%.

Not having such a handy research tool to establish what —
articles ofpdress and equipment were on hand for the use of the
cowpuncher of the eighties, we have had te construct our own
chécklists of articles of clothing and equbment through the co=-
o?eration’of elderly men who weré cowboys-in the 1880's and
“the passing mentions of the subject in memoirs and source bocks.
It is‘hoped>that the results of this reéearch will enable Fark
Service pe}écnnel to more thorovghly and adequaﬁely interpret
the life anq work of the working ccwboy of the period when
Theodore Roqﬁevelt waS ranching in the Liptle Missouri badlands.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY of SQURCES

INFORMAN TS 3

Mre Ben Bird, Medora, North Dakotae Interviewed March 12 end
13, 1857, by Don Rickey,Jdrs This cowboy of the 1880%s is now olose to
ninety=three years of age, but still very smctive and mentelly elert as
avere He began his career ss a cowboy wor;ﬁ.king on the femouws Goodnight
Ranch in the Palo Duro Camnyon in ebout 188le During the eighties, he
assisted in trailing three herds of Texas ocsttle nmorth to the northern
renge countryo He first visited end worked in the Medora areas in
‘18830 This informant is deeply interested in having the culture of
the open range cowboys preserved and interpreted at Theodore Roosevelt
NMP. He was completely co~operative, and proved to be one of best sources
of information condacted by this researchere

M¥re Sam Hotohkiss, Miles City, Montana. Interviewed by Don
Rickey,Jdr., April 298, 1957, Mr. Hotchkiss was born in Connectiocdw,
end ceme to the Miles City area as a boy of ninee. Heis now eightyw=six
years olde In 1888, he began working as a cowboy for L.N. Stacey =
going to Texes with that gentleman md helping to treil herd a drove
of cattle north to the Little Missouri countrye Both Mre.Hotchkiss and
his wife were ehtirely/ co=opsrative, and both provided some excellent
informatione -

.
by -

" Mre George (Shy} Ousterhout, Medora, North Dakota. Interviewed
March 21, by Don Rickey,Jrs This informant deme to Little Missouri in
1882, as' a small childs His father was a cattleman in the Medora area for
severel yearss He had brought his femily with him from their former
home in Texess KHre Ousterhat recal led meny deteils of cowboy dress
snd equipment in use in the 1880%s, though he himself did not become
a full-time cowboy until the early 1890%'s. Ih the nineties, he owned
& olothing store catering to the cowbdy tredé, and for this reasoy, he

geoms to be espesially well informed as to changes in cowboy styles
of dresse » k ' |

' Mre Hervey Robinson, Dickinsén, North Dehiotae Interviewaad
Varch 14, 1957, by Don Rickey,Vrs Nr. Robinspn is now ninety years old.
He oeme to the Medora ares in 1893, end worksd in the vicinity for many
yearso Since styles of many articles of dresi eand euipment hed not
ohanged by 1891: from wh&t had been in use in the 1880%s, Mre Robinson
was able to provide some very good informatione

i

lMre Bérry Schlosher, Miles City, Mohtena. 1
1857, by Don Rickey,dre This man is now Z;neéy-two y?z:::rﬁzvre?ieﬁigj ii.
the Miles City drea with the Diemond R bull train oufit, from Mandan
North D& ota, in 1879, In 1880, he hunted fo:{i the Nonth;rn Pacifio ’
Reilroad, providing meat for the meny work créwse He beceams a cowboy in
18816 This men:is very ective, end entirely fientally d erte He wargéd
88 8 cowboy in eestern Montena and wes rn North Dakota for EENY years
and wes one of the best informents looated in the course of this groje;t.
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Mre Jeke Tonemichel, Medoram, North Decotee Interviewed by
Don Rickey,Jdre, March 13, 1957 Mre Tonmichel wes the son of a
hospital steward at Fte Laramie. He ren swey from home end became
a horse wrengler and cowboy in 1884, coming to the Medora region in
1888. Ho was born in 1873, end is in good health and very dlerte
He was & good informant, providing valuslle informatione

: Mre Jo Kenneth Relston, Billings, Montsnae Interviewed
severel times by Don Rickey,Jre Mre Relston is an eminent psinter of
wostern historical subjects, end hes done extensive research on the
subjeot of dress and equipment used by cowboys in the 1880%'%. His
sdvice was most welocome in the conduot of research for this reporte

MUSEUMS VISITEDs

Thé Range Riders' Museum, Miles C;ty, Montana ’ ‘
North Dakots Statse Historio;1 Sooief:y, Bismarck, North Dﬁkota
Yell‘cwstone County Museum, Billings » Montena

Cart;ar County Museum, Ekaleka, Montsna

PRINTED SOURCES3$

Lbbott, E.Ce and Helena Huntington Smith,We Pointed Them Northe
New Yorks Farrar & Rinehart,Ince, 1939. ’

"Teddy Blue" Abbott beceme a ocmﬁoy intthe 1870's, and drifted in
the northern range country in tho 1880'se His book of mmmoirs hss

soeveral excellent mentims of dress and equipmente

Bréyer, Garnet K end Herbert Qe Breyer, American Cattle Treils,
1640 - 1900 New Yorks Americen Ploneer Irails Association, 1852

The title of this work is self explanatory, thowgh some mentioms

are made of dress, and they\*g is a short chepter on the subject of
euipments.e “ H b

Briggas, Herold E., Frontiers of the Northwest « New Yorks D
Appletone-Centgry Company, 1940, . '

This book ocovers much more than the open range ers, but does contain
some good material on the subjecte ¢ o X

Brown, Dee and Mertin Fe Schmitt, Treil Driving Deys. New Yorks
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1962 g * w

> -
This' piotorial account of the oped rengé ere hes in it many fine
photographs depicting the oowboys of the 1880'ss

- ' ; .
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Bye, John Qs, Back Trsiling in the Heert of the Short=Grass
Countrye Snohomish, Washingtons John Oe Bye, 1956.

The author mekes some mentions of cowboy dress and equipments
in his autoblographical mecount of the cattle country in the northern
range from sbout 1870 to 1900.

Foster=Harris, The Look of the Old West « New Yorks The Viking
Press, 1065

This is the most important compendium of informetion on dress,
tools, arms, snd & host of other articles in use in the 0ld West
from the Civil War through the Spanish Americen Ware The author
spent over thirty years compiling information, and secured the
services of an excellent illustrator to portray the materials described

in the texte

‘Garsline, Douglas, What Peopls Wore. New Yorks The Viking Press,
1952, ‘ S

This is similar to the Foster-Harris book, but is limitod mainly
to atticles of dresse There is a very good séction oy the dress of the
cowboyse o 2

Hall, Bert L. (compilor), Roundup Years, 01d Maddy to Black Hillse
Pierre, South Dakotas State Publishing Cos, 1956 ( second printing)e

This is a compilation of letters, notes, old articles, otce
bearing on the 'opsn renge cattle industry in South Dekota, with some
information on North Dekota as welle The letters reprinted herein, from
old time cowboys, sometimes contain information on the subject of this
papere : ’ A

Parsons, John B, The Peacemaker and Its Rivals. New Yorks William
Morrow and Compeany, 1960, ’

I

This book provides a wealth of deta on the model 1873 Golt army
revolver, its competitors = Smith & Wesson amd Remington, and also on
the revolvers preceding the model 1373, ) .

Price, Con, Memories of 0ld Montaﬁé Holl ood' Cal
Highlend Press, 1945, ) oot Gallforaias the

it 1

Thisfold cdwboy worked in the eastern Modtana and westorn North Dakota
caatry i?lthe,1880's, he became a ocowboy in 1869 and stayed with the
work until retirement in the 1920%'s, !
, B : | : '
Rollinson, John K. (ede by E.A.‘Brininstéol w i 3
yoning Cattle T 8
Caldwell, Idahos Tho Caxton Printors, Ltd,, 19482’ ~ Eoante rall -
. , } P

Though primarily conoermed with Wydmin
, . g and Montana cowpunching in
the open range ew?, what the author has ito sey abat dress agd equigmént
hes a strong application to the Medors area cowboys of the same periode

T4
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Russell, Charley, ™The Story of the Cowpuncher®™, pp 18084, in,
Jospeh K. Howard (ed.), Montana Marginse New Havens Yale University

Press, 194Ge

The famous cowboy artist here draws a series of word piotures
depicting the ocowpunchers of the 1880's with a reasonable, though

not always meticulous, degree of accuracye



FOOINOTES

The footnotes for this report are numbered consecutively
throughout the papers Where more than one source of authority for a
statement was found, multiple citations to smurces or informants
will be noteds

1+ Ben Bird
‘2¢ Ben Bird
3« Harvey Robinson

4 Con Price, Nemories of Old Montanae pe 37

5 Ben Bird ’ ' ' v
John K. Rollinson(edited by E.A. Brininstool), Wyoming Cattle Trails,
( subsequently cited ass John Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails),pe 34

6o Fostor=Harris, The Look of the 0ld West, p.21l

Te Jake Tonemichel
Ben Bird - E '
Harvey Robinson : :

8e Ben Bird

9« Douglas Garsline, What People Wore , 230
Ben Bird
10« Goorge(Shy) Ousterhout

11s George (Shy) Ousterhout
124 Charley Russell, Trails Plowed Under, p.180
George (Shy) Oustsrhout o L
John Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails, pe35 ‘ )

13, Ben Bird ' | ; :
14, Harvey RoWinson
- Beni!Bird -
oy
15+ EHarvey Robinson
Ben Bird

15

George‘(Shy)'Ousterhout .
17 . Leather hat band, one and one inches wide, with silver tacks all

around - lebeleds "Montena Bill", in Renge Riders' Museum, Miles City,
Montenae .

I
{

18¢ Ben Bird
f
q
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19

204

21,
22
234
240

25 e
26e
274

28,

29
3Q0a

31,

32

336

344

35

S 6vo

George & Shy ) Ousterhout

Eat band, braided horse hair, black anmd white hair, with reddish
tassels, about three quarters of en inch wide, in = Yellowstone
County Museum, Billings, Montena.

John K. Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails, pe 35

Ben Bird
Goorge (SHY) Ousterhout

Ben Bird
Georgo (Shy) Ousterhout R

Je Koenneth Ralston
George (Bhy) Ousterhout

Harvey Robinson
Je Kenneth Ralston

Hariey Robinson
Bon Bird
Ben Bird - ' . i

John Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails, pe 36
Jake Tonamichel

George (Shy) Ousterhout

1

Georze (Shy) Ousterhout
y 3

Jaké Tonaﬁdohél ‘
Goorge (Shy) Oysterhout

Ben Bird =«

Ben Bird &
Harvoy Robinson
George (Shy) Ousterhout

Harvey Robinson ’ . o T ‘ '
Photogrephs "D.Je O'Malley, Miles City, Bpril, 1882", int Range Riders?
Museum, Miles City, Montana. i & o :

Harold Ee Briggs, Frontisrs of the Notthwest, pe 288

John, Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails, pe 34
George ( Shy) Ousterhout

4 . '
John Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trs ls, p. 34
- %
K




37

38a

39

40

4le

424

43

&4,
45,

46,

47.

48,
494

50.

Bon Bird

‘Harvey Robinson

Harry Schlosher

Ben Bird
Harry Schlosher
George (Shy) Ousterhout

Jake Tonamiohel
George (Shy) Ousterhout

Dee Brom end Martin F. Sohmitt, Trail Driving Days, pe 157

Her vey Rohinson
Harry Schlosher

Jake Tonemichel

Bon Bird

George (Shy) Ousterhout
1

Photograph# tsken in Medora, prior to 1890, showing a group of stockmen
playing Spaniish Monte, wearing close fitting, striped trousers, with
pookets diagonally across the fronte Owned bys Harvey Robinson,
Dickinson, North Deké&ba. ‘ '

John Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails, p. 34

Jo Kenneth Ralston

Ben Bird = T
Foster-Harris, The Look of the 0ld West, pe 204
1 ‘ "

"

Photographs ssme as noted in #43, '
John K. Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails, Pe 45

_ Photogreph? same as in note # 43,

Je Kenneth Ralston

George (Shy) Oysterhout

Sem Hotohkiss ’ ' ;

John K. Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails, pe 34

Pair'of 1880 army trousers, owned by Doanéckey, Hardin, Montanae
7 ) .

Ben Bird © _ , o
“ it

Ben Bird -

E«C. &bbott and Holena Hyntington Smith, We Pointed Them Horth
( subeequerrtly oited as £ Abbott &Smiths We Pointod Them North), p. 8
Sam Hotohkiss ' - :
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5le¢ Abbott & Smith, e Pointed Them North , pe 8
Garnet M. Breyer and Herbert O Breyer, American Cattle Trails,

1540 = 1900, po 125

524 Charley Russell, "The Story of the Cowpuncher™, pp. 180-184, in,
Joseph K. Howmrd (ed.), Montana Margins, pe 180

53¢ Abbott & Smith, We Pointed Them North, ped
_Bert Le Hell (compiler), Roundup Years, Old Muddy to Black Hills ,

C subsequently cited as & Hall, Roundup Years Jj, ps 120

54 Ben Bimd
- " George (Shy) Ousterhout
Harry Schlosher -
Douglas Garsline, What People Wore, p. 229

6o Jake Tonemichel
Harvey Robinson

566 Ben Bird ’ 0 "» o
Douglas Garsline, What People Wore, pe 229
Harvey Robinson

i}

57¢ Harvey Robinson

68¢ Ben Bird . : )
George (Shy) Ousterhout !
Jake Tonamiohel -
Harry Schlosher :
Har¥ey Robinson
John Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Cettle Tralls, p. 36

69¢ . -Jake Tonamiché} 2 ?
George (Shy) Ousterhout ' ’
John K. Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Tralls, Pe 36
]

Y
606 Georga (Shy) O,sterhout
6l. . BonBird - | . bt

62¢ Ben Bird '
Goorge (Shy) Ouaterhout

63e Joke Tonamichel
Harry Schlobsher
George ( Shy) Ousterhout
1

640 Ben Bird
i1 i
660 Ben Bird

66e George (Shy) Ousterhout
Harvey Robjinson - : 7
I Vi ‘ ‘;f
b



67 Ben Bird "
Georgoe (Shy) Ousterhout
Harry Schlosher

68¢ Jake Tonamiochel
Harvey Robinson

696 George (Shy) 0Ysterhout
70s George (Shy) Ousterhout
Ben Bird
Harry Schlosher
71e Goorge (Shy) Ousterhout
72e¢ Jake Tonamiochél
730 .Ben Bird:
T4e Jake Tonamichel
Ben. Bird 1

George (Shy) Ousterhout
Abbott & Smith, We Pointed Them North y p. 206

‘75¢ Harvey Robinson
Harry Sohlosher
Ben Bird )
Geoxrge (Shy) Ousterhout

76e George (Shy) Ousterhout
Harry Schlosher
Jeke Tonamichel
. Ben Bird
Harvey Robinson

779 Je Kenneth Ralston
78e¢ Harvey Robinson

79 Ben Bird n
" a ’ !
80o  Jo Kenneth Ralston -
8le Jake' Tonamichel
Ben Bird . .
o .
820 Je Kenneth“Ralston
? 2
836 Ben Bird !
Georgé (Shy) Oustorhout

&



84,

8be

86,
8T7e
88
89

90.

91e

926

83e

94,

95,

96
974

984

Je Kenneth Ralston

Harvey Robinson

Geerge (Shy) Ousterhout
Herry Schlosher

Ben Bird

Jaks Tonamichel

Sam Hbtohkiss

Ben Bird

Harvey Robinson
George (Shy) Ousterhout

George (Shy) Ousterhout
Harvey Robinson

Georvo (Shy) Ousterhout
John K. Rollinson, Tyoming Cattle Trails, pe 38

George (Shy) Ousterhout
Jeke Tonamichel

John Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Cattlo Trails, pe 38

-

Ben Bird !

Harvey Robinson
Georgo{Shy) Ousterhout
Jake Tonamichel

Ben Bird

Ben .Bird ’
Foster=Harris, The Look of the 0ld W%st, pe 209
Photographs same as note # 34, : ‘
Dee Brown & Martin Fe Schmitt, Trail Driving Days, Pe 15
Harvey Robinson .
Geovge (Shy) Ousterhout i "

Dee Brown‘& Martin Fe Sohmitt, Trail Driving Days, pe 15
Ben Bird :
I v i

" -

Ben Bird

Photographh same 8s. in note # 34,

: .
Fostor-Harris, The Look of the 01d West, pe 204
Ben Bird
Jake Tonamichel
George (Shy) Ousterhout

£ .
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Harvey Robinson
Harry Schlosher p

99¢  Harvey Robinson
George (Shy) Ousterhout

100s Ben Bird
Harvey Robinson
George (Shy) Ousterhout

101. Ben Bird
' Harvey Robinson
. George( Shy) Ousterhout

102 Ben Bird

103, Harvey Robinson
George (Bhy) Ousterhout
b o
104, Hall, Roumdup Years, pe 120
.. Jdeke Tonamichel ..
George (Shy) Ousterhout

105¢ Charley Russell, "The Story of the Cowpuncher", pp.180=84, in,
Joseph K. Howard (ed.), Montana Margins, pe 182

i .

106 . Ben:Bird &

107« 4&bbott & Smith, We Pointed Them North, pe 205
) x i o

108 iB¥ott & Smith, We Pointed Them North, pe 206

109¢  Ben Bird

110 Sam ‘Hotchkiss
Ben Bird
111¢ Harvey Robinson - ‘ I
~ Johni Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Cattls Trails, pe 38

112 John Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Cet tle Trai 18, pe 38
. 1 A . '

113« Jake Tonamichels his personal pair of goovse~-neck spurs.
114¢ George ( Shy) Ousterhout

1154 Jeke Tonamichel ! I
.. Ben Bira = .
Sam Hotohk¥ss

- A

1l16e Leather cuffs, sbout eight inches long, stemp design on borders = -
they faston with a snap on the large end and e buckle and strap at the

»

.
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small end, made of russet leather, and labeleds "Elbert Fe
Bowman", in# Renge Riders' Musoum, Miles City, Montana

117, Jake Tonamichel
George (Shy) Ousterhout -

118, George (Shy) Ousterhout
119, Harvoy Robinson

120, Harvey Robinson
Ben Bird

121e Ben Bird

122+ Ben Bird
: Geoggze (Shy) Ousterhout
Herry Schlosher

1234 Goorge (Shy) Oysterhout .
Harry Schlosher :

124¢ Harvey Robinson
) Jake Tonamichel
‘Ben Bird
George (Shy) Ousterhout

. 1260 Harvey Robinson
Jake Tonemichel

126o Goorge (Shy) OYsterhout '
Harvey Robinson
Jake Tonamichal

127, Ben' Bird .
J i.

1280  Ben Bird

129, George (Shy) Ousterhout
Hervey Robinson
Jake . Tonamichel
Ben' Bird :
¥ it -
130, George (Shy) Ousterhout N
Harvey Robinson

131, George (Shy) Ousterhout
Harvey Robinson
Jake Tonamichel
Sam Hotohkiss

u



132,

133,
134,
135,

1364

137,

- 138,

140,

141

1420
143?

144,

145,

1460

1474

‘Hall, Roundup Years, pe 142

Ben Bird :
Harry Schlosher’ '
John E. Parsons, The Peechmoker end Its Ritals, p. 53

George (Shy) Ousterhout -
Harvey Robinson

-Jake Tonamichel

Ben Bird

)

John Fe Parsons, The Pescemeker and Its Rivals, pe 101

John Fe Parsons, The Peacemaker end Its Rivals, ps 102

George (Shy) Ousterhout

George (Shy) Ousterhout

Ben Bird o ‘ o

Colt revolvers calibre 32/20, Catalog ™ L 1700, ins North Dakote
State Historical Soclety, Bismerck, North Dekotae

Harry Schlosher !
Ben Bird
Ben Bird °
i - o
fbbott & Smith, We Pointed Them North, pe 28«29
Ben Bird

Jeke Tonamichel

H arry Schlosher
Harvey Robinson

Harvey Robinson f

L t B | ¥

Remington revolvers calibre «44, berrel has been shortened t ’
: o abutt

fiver inched, labeleds “bought in Colorado in 1880 + « o by & cowboy",

in, Range Bidprs' Museum, Miles City, Montena.

Photograph# seme as in note # 34,
Ben Bird

N

Ben Bird . .

o]
=

Cartridge belt? russés legther, ha; revélver holsﬁer with i ot

, ‘ th it, Catab
ﬁ : tZOO, in, North Dekote State Historieal Society, Bismaroi, Nortﬁ
axo PY i : . .
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148,

- 14Ge

150,

151,

1520

1534

154
165.

156.

157,

158,

159,

160,

1610

Ben Blrd
Harvey Robinson '

Sam Hotohklss

Photographs seme as in note # 54 .
John K. Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails, pe 36

Ben Bird

Sem Hotchkiss ‘ '

Cartridge beltt brown leather, Noe 35—14, in, Yellowstone County
Museum, Billings, Montsnae

Ben Bird ‘ ‘

Cartridge Belt? Catalog # L 1700, in, North Dekota State Historical

Sooiety, Bismarck, North Dakotae.

Ssm Hotchkiss

+ Cartiidge belti No. 35-14, Yellowstone County Museum, Billings, M¥ontena.

Cartridge belti Catalog # L 1700, North Dakota State Historioal
Society, Bismrok, North Dakotes
Cartiddge belt# No 35-14, Yellcwatone County Museum, Billings, Montena.

Photovraph same o8 for note #3&[
Ben Bird °

Hervey Robinson
Jake Tonamichel
Sam Hotehkiss

Benn Bird "
Harry Sohlosher

George (Shy) Ousterhout

Ben Bird

Harry Schlosher

Jeke Tonemichel . n

€

George (Shy) Ousterhout

Herry Schlosher

Jeke Tonamichel © o o ‘ g
Ben Bird /

Ben Bird

George (Shy) Ousterhout ’ o o
Charley Russell,"The Story of tie- Cowpnncherw, pp+180~84, in, Jospeh

- Ko Howard (ed./, Monteans Margins ,.p. 181

George (Shy) Ousterhout
Harvay Robinson : o

‘ Q
?‘,

i
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1624
163
1644
1654
166,

1674

1684

169,
170

171,

1724

1736
1746

1764

176.

1774

1784

Herry Schlosher

Jake Tonamichel

Hall, Roundup Yesrs, pe 377

George (Shy) Ousterhout
Harry Schlosher

George (Shy) Ousterhout
Harvey Robinson

Harry Schlosher

Ben Bird

Ben Bird

Ben Bird
George (SHy) Ouaterhout

Harvey Robinson
Harry Schlosher

{

Ge orge (shy) Ousterhout
Harvey Robinson

George (Shy) Ousterhout
Ben Bird

Harry Schlosher

Jeke Tonemichel

Y 3
Harry Sohlosher

Ben Bird

George (Shy) Ousterhout
Jsker Tonamichel
Harry Schlosher
Ben Bird
r )
Jake Tonamichel
Hearry Schlesher
Ben Bird '

Goorge (Shy) Ousterhout
Harvey Robinson
Jeke -Tonamichel
Sam Hotohkiss
Herry; Schlosher
.t

Ben Bird
"

7¢

7 .



| 1704
1804
181,
182,
1834

184,

1854

186+

187

188,

1896

190,

1¢1e

192.

Ben Bird

George (ShyJ) Ousterhout
Harry Schlosher

Ben Bird

Ben Bird

Ben Bird
Sem Hotchkiss

Harry Schloshsr
Ben Bird
Jeke Tonemichel

Harry Schlosher

Ben Bird

George (Shy) Ousterhout '

Jeke Tonshichel ’

John K. Rollinson, Wyoming Cettle Trails, ps 38 : .
Cherley Russell, “The Story of the Cowpuncher", pp180u84, in, Joseph
Ke Howard (ed. ), Montana Margins , p. 181

Rewhide rope* twomty=-eight feet, five inches long, one helf inoh in
diameter, braided of four strendse. Cetalog # H 376, in, North Dakota
Stete Historical Society, Bism rok, North Dék otae

Harvey Robinson

Jake Tonsmichel

Ben Bird ‘
George (Shy) Ousterhout

Sem Hotchkiss

Herry Schlosher

Ben Birgd

Georgo ( Shy) Ousterhout

7
Harny Schlosher ”
George ( Shy) Ousterhout i N

Je Kenneth Ralston

Sam Hotchkiss ‘ 1
Harvey Robinson
Ben Bird : ] 1

; b
Harry Schlosher

Ben Bird '

John O. Bye, Back Trailing in the Heart of the Short=Grass Country, pe 13

~ 1

]



193

164,

1s6.

196,

167.

198, .

Charley Russell, "The Story of the Cowpuncher", ppl80=g4, in,
Joseph K. Haoderd (eds), Montene Margins, pe 181

George (Shy) Ousterhowut
Ben Bird
Harvey Robinson

Ben Bird

Quirts braided leather body ="owned by L.He Senff @ Johnsan County
War", donated byGeorge W. Bloom, 606 Wells Street, MilesCity, tos -
Range Riders' Museum, Miles City Montenae

Sem Hétchkiss

Quirts seme es in previcus note, #196.
Ben Bird

Ben Bird
Jake Tonamichel

" Harry Schlosher , . i

George (Shy) Ousterhout !

Ben -Bird -
Harry Schlosher
Harvey Robinaon
Sem Hotehkiss

Jake Tonsmiochel

169,
200
201,

2024

203

204,
205
206,

207,

208,

. ‘ r e
Ben"Bird - ‘ £ i
Hari'y Schioshar '
Googge (Shy) OYsterhout !

Sam Hotohkiss

Jake Tonamichel

Harry Schlosher

Harwvey Robinson '
Ben Bird »n f

George (Shy) Ousterhout

George (Shy) Ousterhout -

Harry Schlosheer v '
Jake: Ronamichel

Harfy Sohlosher ‘ S

George (Sh'z{) Tasterhout

. Harry Schlosher

Goerge (Shy) Ousterhout
Harry Schlgsher

r X
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200e

210.

21le

212,

213

214,

215,
2160
217,
2184

219

22%¢

223

2244

Harry Schlosher
George (Shy) Ousterhoat

Jeke Tonamichel
Earry Schlosher

Sem Hotchkiss
George (Shy) Ousterhout

Hall, Roundup Years, p. 84e.

Hel 1, Roundup Years, p. 84
Sam Hodchkiss

Ben Bird

Ben Bird
Sem Hotchkiss

Eerry Schlosher
k M

Ben Bird

£

John Ke Rollinson, Wyoming Csttle Trails, pe 37

Ball, Roundup Years, pe 120
Sem Hotchkiss

Ben Bird K

George (Shy) Ousterhout

Sam Hotchkiss
George (Shy) Ousterhout
Ben Bird

George (Shy) Ousterhout

John Ko Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails, pe 37

Harvey Robinson

George (Sﬂy) Ousterhout

John Ke Rollinsou,'Wycmirg Cattle Trails pe 37

Charley Russell, "The Story of the Cowpuncher™, pp.180~84, in, Joseph

K, Howard« (ed.), Montena Margins, pe 181

BeniBird =
Gearge (SRy) Ousterhout

~ Harvey Robinson

S £
Harry Schlosher
Ben Bird

X R
Harry Schlosher

Hall, Roundup Yearsy pe 120
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2254
2264

2274
2284

2290

?300

231

232,
233
2344

235

2364

237
%38
239
240,
243,

242,
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Ben Bird
Ben Bird

Harry Sohlosher
Sam Hotchkiss
Ben Bird

Saddle t bought for the Connelly Brothers' ranch, thirty-five miles
north of Dickinson, North Dekots, in the 1880'se Catalog # 5369, in,
North Dakota State Historical Spciety, Bismarok, North Dekotae

Saddle s used in North Dekota in 1884, Catalog # 65510, in, North
Dé ota State Historioal Society, Bismarck, North Dakota.

George (Shy) Ousterhout

Harry Schlosher ) '
Charley Russell, ™The Story of the Cowpuncher", ppe180-84, in,
Hoseph K. Howardfed.), Montene Margins, pe 181

George (Shy) Ousterhout
Harry Sohlosher

Jake Tonsmichel |
Harry Schlosher
George (Shy) Ousterhout R

; 3
Harry Schlosher _ ,
Harvey Robinson : a o !

Harvey Robinson
Sam Hotchkiss

Charley R@}asell;"l‘he Story of the.Cowpuncher", pp.180-84,. i'n, Joseph
Eo Howard (Ed.), Montena Margins, ipe 182

Harry Schlpsher

Sam Hotchkiss
H arry Schlosher - o
John K. Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trei ls, pe 37

Ben Bird

T
Harry Schlgsher - ; SO
John-K. Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Trails, pe 38

P b : :
John Ko Rollinson, Wyoming Cattle Treils; pe 38




" . Ben Bird

243,
444
2454

246

247e

2480

248,

250,

261,

252

2630

254

2560

Herry Sohlosher
Harry Sohlosher
Ben Bird

Harry Schlosher

Goorge (Bhy) Ousterhout

Ben Bird

Harvey Robinson

Herry Schlosher : ’ ’

George (Shy} Ous terhout

Harry Schlosher

Ben Bird

George (Shy) Ousterhout
Sam Hotchkiss

Herry Sohloshér
Ben Bird
George (Shy) Ousterhout

Ben Bird
Hervey Robinson

) . . :
Horse heir bridlesz of black snd white hair, in a diemond design, with
eight fringed tassels, lsbeleds "1888%, in, Rm ge Riders' Museum,
Miles City, Montenas
Ben Bird
Herry Schlosher

Ben Bird

Harvey Robinson :
George (Shy) Ousterhout
Sem Hotchkiss

Ben Bird | ‘ -

Harvey Robinson

George (Shy) Ousterhait

Harry Schlosher . -

Charley Russell, "The Story of the Cowpuncher™ Ppe+180=84, in, Joseph
Ke Howerd(ede), Montena Vargins, pe 182 ’ ’ ’ P
) \ ,

George (Shj) Ousterhout i n |
{ ¢ i , 0
Harry Schlosher

T T



256¢ Ben Bird
Sam Hotohkiss

.

267¢ Hobbles# mede of rewhide, donated by "Ben Bowmen", in, Renge Riders®
Museum, Miles City, Montana.

2584 Ben Bird

269¢ Harvey Robinson
- Jake Tonemiochel

2600 ' Sem Hotohkiss
George (Shy) Ousterhout
Harry Schlosher

%Z61le Harry Schlosher
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