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T THE HISTORY OF F Thd"" ROSECRAKS

Chapter 1

Fortress Rosecrans Takes Shape

Fbllbuing the battls of Stones River, General Fraxton
“Eragg's uontederatg Arzy of Tennessee evacuated Marfreesboro,
Tennessea, Bragg was successful in his efforts to steal a march
on the Federals., Covered by his ha}d-riding cavalny. Brazg
retired to Tullahoma, Tennessee, The advance continbents of Uajor
General wWillizam S, Rosecrans' Aruy of the Cumkerland entered

urf;aesboro=on Jamuary %, 1863, the day after Eragg had departed.
nxcépt for a half-nearted pursuit by the Union cavalry, Rosecransg'
tattered aray made no attempt to follow the Confederates,

Tho days immediately following the occupation of
‘Murfreesbero were busy ones for the Federals, Rosecrans put his
iroops t§ wor% converting tha area into a great military base.
/;amps and supply depots for a lurge armylwefe established, wWithin
a fow days, construction crews had b;pk in operation the gection
of the Nashv;lle anxl Chattarnooga Hallroad which linked marfressbtoro
with’ﬁashville. To protoct the wital railroad bridge and the

aSarcy span wnleh eca he Kashville <a across Stones River
) P hict rried the Xashville pil os8 Sto River,
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Rosecrans ordered the area fortified, Erigadler General Jamss S.
Horton, Rosecrans' chief engineer, was put in charge of the
project, The officers in charge of the various units of the Army
of the Cumberlénd which wers camped in and around Hurfreastoro
would bs called on cdaily for large fatigue details, These
detachments would report to Morton's assistants for work on the
fortificatlons, B ‘

As soon as General Morton had laid out ths fort, ground
was broken, Work progressed rapidly. On February 22, General
Rosecrans wrote Cnief of Staff Henry W, Halleck that tho
fortifications were rapidly taking shape. Rosecrans pointod out
that the Murfreesboro works would serve a two-fold purnese, When
his army pushsd on toward Chattanooga, thase earthworiks iould te
garrisonad by a brigade ami serve as a secondary dapot; If the
Confederates racevered the initiolive, they would provide ths firywy
of the Cumverland with 2 strong point to fall back upon.

Five duye later, Rosecrans again contacted Halieck in
referenca to the 3urfreestoro fortifications. He reported that
they wera Ywsll advanced", The general oxpressed the opinion that,
when couwpleted, a brigzde posted in the fort would *be able to
cover the depots and bridges against a diyision or two", 2

apparently, tha works were not as close to being [inished as



Rosecrans had believed, When tha general telegraphed Halleek on

March 22, he otserved, "Cur depots and defenses are being pushed
forward here with almost 4,000 men daily at work w3

Shortly thereafter, ths fort was pronounced to be in 3

defensible ccndition, On th

D

2Cth, Fosecrans requested Halleck to

serdl him several companies of regular artillerists. He wanted to

use the regulars to man the heavy zuns which Were being placed in

. . : \ ' L
the "strong” works at Hashville and Murfreesbore, Halleck
apparently ignored Rosecrans! rsquest for the artillerists, because
no rogular units were sent to the Aray of the Cumberland at this

tine,

The 1ine of rifle pits guarding the agproaches to the
bridges and the magazines vas atout 14,600 feet in length, Stones
River divided the fsrt inio tauo unequal parte, BRBoth the Nashville

and Chatténooga Ratlrcad and the Hashville pike passed through the

fortress., To facilitate the movenent of supplies in ard out of

the depot arza, a sSpur was tuili, Two lunettes (Negley and
Stanlev) and one battery (»rufc) werg located on tho left bank of
the river, Redoubt Sciwfield was located bahind and in support of
these three strong points, Seven lunettes (Palmer, Thomas, MeCook,
Critienden, Grarnger, Rousssau, and “1ynolds anc one battery

(Hitchell) wera the atrong points located along the fortified line
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east of the river. Tws of these (Iureites Palier and Thomas) were
gouth of Lytle Creck, Within the perimeter were thres redoubts
(Brannan, T. J. “cod, and Johnson). In addition, there were three
outlying works. Demi-Iunette Davis and Demi-Iunette CGarfield were
located on the high ground scuth of {ytle Creel, commarding the
*anklin road, Redan Van Cleve covered the approaches to the
Nashville foid from the east, At various strategic points on the
approaches to thz fort, trees were felled and an abatis formed,
The magazine, ordnunce, quartermastsr, and enginesrs' depots wevre
on the east side of the river; the coumlssary depots on the west
S.-Lde . 5 :
then completed, tns fortresg was an anclosed work
contalning about 200 acres. This largs worik was "cowmposed of a
series of' bastion fronts, wilh small, lrrvazalar bastisns and
brcken curtains®, A mesber of the Corps of Englneers {(Erigedier
General Zealous B. Towsr, deseribed the fortress:
ese a3 cOnsisiling of luneties connected

oy indented lires, having in the interior four

rectanguldar redoubty, and one lunztie as keevns

to the position. In large gecmanent works,

with high scearps, the ditches ave swept Ty

guns in the flaniy, becauszo the depressicn of

the guns prevents ths cunister-bulls from

rising above the peropet, In flald fortis,

with dilchies only six Leet desgp arl long

- curtaing, opposzlic flanks cannot fire in the
smce manner asg in permanent works wlithout risk .




line the ditches are suept ky close rmsketry,
Tals is the manner of flanking the ditches of
Fortress Roszcrans, Its lines give powerful
crogs fires, acd direct fires, both of
artillery ard infantry, on zll the approaches,
FPlzced on the crests of the elevations, thsy
rot only command the distant country, tut
effectually swes) the gentle slopes within
canister-range.

1

I : te the defenders; but by brealking tho curtain

Tower placed himself on record as reporting that if the

Ifortrosb were "properly garrisoned and well defénded“. it could
miot be then except by siege. The parapets were elevgted and

lx_'evatted with fascinaes., To protect the defernders aéainst
"ricochet Iire", 2 number of traverses were thrown up. The heavy
ordnance was fircd through ewbrasures which were protected by
gablons, Two of the luneites (Thomas and MeCoox) and the four
interior redoubts (Brannaa, T. J. Wocd, Johnson, and Schoficld)

Ihaci large blockhouses, bn.g.t in the forz of a ervss., The
wmagazines, except in Eransan Rgdoubt, were small; that in Pattery

lx‘iltchel?. vas subject to flocding, Consequently, during the wabte
seagon, it was ugeles A._ Furtherriore, the ditches fronting the
four redoubts washed bLadly during poeriods of prolongsd rain,

I Some time betuezn the end of March and the zeocond week

in duue, these foriifications guazding the Stones River tridges

nd the Murfreesthoro s.a‘a"in"s were designatad Foriress Rosecrans
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I On June 12, Rosacrans reported that the fortress was garrisoned by

2,3%% light duty convalescents, 7

4 i By the beginning of the fourth week in June, preparations

i .
had been completed and the Aruy of the Cumberland was ready to
:

F take the field, Goaded on Ly Halleck, Rosecrans planned to drive

g I the Confederates out of Middle Tennessee and eaptura Chattanoogz,
L -

Iy

i

Befors leaving Marfreesboro, Rosecrans {on the 23d) issued an

!
3 Iordez- directing Brigadier General Horatio P. Van Gleve to take

t

. i charge of Fortress Rosecrans on the departure of the arzy, (At

s this time, Van Cleve lad a division in Hajor General Thomas Je

‘:’ ICr-ittenden's LI iroy Corps.) Rosecrans wanted Van Clsve to
a deploy his troops =2 as to protect iurfreestoro. ie would ses
i

that all public properiy was removed to within the fortifications,
‘ All ths wagens belonging to ths supply ard baggage trains were to

be breught inside the fortress and parked near Stoanes Piver., Van

IClcve would slso be responsible for the Murirecsboro allitary

hospitaly ard the econvalascent camp,

G




I THE RISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS
Kotes ~- Chapter I
I Fortress Roseerans 'I‘;fd«;es Shape

l 1 The War af ihe Bebollizn: iz Lompilation of the 0Lfinial Reonrds
of the lUnlon and Cenfodarste Armiss, Serieg I, Vol. XXIII, pt. II,
I 81, (Cited hereafter as 0, R.)
. 2 Ibid., 90.
> Duid., %4, |
Ia Inid., 182. ) _

.

5 Adas Lo Accompam: the 07f5cial Records of the Unina ard

R d

cufederate Arides, ('-:.":z.sh:’mgton, 1351-1655), Plate CXIX, Fig. 3
l'I'ne lunettes, des ~wmnettes, redoubts, ar..d redans were named for
- general officers astiznnd fco the Ariy of the Cuuberland,

'6 Q. R., Series I, Vol. XiIX, p%. II, 502,
? 2. R., Series I, Vol. XXIII, pt. II, 423,
8 Itid,, 447, |
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THE HISTOIY OF TFOATRES3 ROSECRANS

.

A Chapter IX
.19 Nefenders of Fortress Rosecrans Change with the Shifting Tides

of the dar

i
In the days following its departure froa Yurfreestoro,
lhe Army of the Cumberland forged rapidly ahead .. On June 27; . |
Rosecrans issusd instructions for ¥an Cleve to held his divi.e_ion
Ia:-.:.b' to move at a moment's notice., As yet, Rosecrans contimed,
e had not made up his mind whether Van Cleva would rejoin
stterden's cowps twhich was en route to Manchester, or support

I’ujox' General Cordon Granger's Reserve Corps which was magsed at

Christlana,
l It was Jduly 5 tofore Ven Cleve's div i,_,ion laft
tinfreasboro. Priar to thelr departure, Van Cleve's troups wWere

>

I'ClleV:,d of the responsiblility for tano defensc of Foriress
Iﬁo&e rans by Brigadier Gennral Willlam T, Adard's brigads. 2
Within o short tire, Ward!'s Lrigade was trans sferred to Lavergne
lmd rigadicr Gencral Jawes D. torgan's divialon moved into

freesbore. A detachzmenl from lorgan's comaand was detalled to

garrigon Foriress Rosecrans., 1ike WJard's brigade, Morzan's
1 2

e
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. diviscion was attached to Granger's Reserve Corps,

3

Morgan's division did not remain ;t Fortress Rosecrans
very long. At the end of the third week in August, ﬁbrgan's
divisicn was sent to Columbia, Tenncssee, lMorgan's froops had
teen given the task of covering the constraction crews which wera
rebuilding the lashville and Decatur Railrnad, Prior to lorgan's
departura from Hurfreestoro, Frigadier General James B, Steedman's
division of Granger's Reserve Corps took over the defense of the
Xashville and Chattancoza Railroad, This railroad served as the
supply liﬁe for the Aroy of the Cumberland as it pushed steadily
toward Chattanooga. For the time being, Steedman established his
headquariors in Murfreestoro. b

In making his disposition for the defense of theo vital
railroaé, Steedman posted Colopel Thomas E. éhampion's brigade at
Sstiil.Springs, Colonel William P. Reld's at Shelbyville, and
Colonel John Coturn's at Fortress Rosecrans, The 9th Battery,
Chie Idght Artillery "and the 5th Icowa Cavalry were also stationed
at the fortress,. > Champlon's and Reld's brigades were shifted to

”

Cowan on Septemcer 7. ¥ Following the occupation of Chattanooga
by the Aray of the Cumborland on Septemter 9, Steedwan was ordared
to rush Chuwplon's ard Reld's trigades to thot point. 7 The

transfer of these two brigades to the front forced Colonzl Coturn

e




-

to spread his brigada very thin, Besides kr;]‘.ding Fortress
. Rosecrans, Coburn's troops now had to guard the railroad between
I }.-fnrfreesboro and Tullahoma., To discharge his mission, Coburn ~
l transferred h.is headquarters to Tullahoma, .
AL Cmdkamauga {cn .‘;eptem’oer 19 and 20), General Eragg's
l Confederates attacked and weested the initiative from ths Federals,
Rosscrans' arry was driven back into Chattancoga, Pressing forward,
tha Rebals quickly invested the city. In an effort to cut off the . ': h
IUnion supplies, Gsneral Pragg sent Hajor'General Joseph ‘::;heeler's |
cavalrymen into Middle Tennsssee. Cn Octoter 3, tha Coni‘ederate “ !
lraiders capltured Mellinnvilile, 2, After leaving McAinnville,
#heeler's coluim headed fon Eurfresstoro,
’ I In the meantime, the Hashville Federals had veen warned
lof tns Rebsls! approach, General vard was ordered to hurry to the
depct and take charge cf the advanced contingents from ifajor General

I-'lenry W. Slocum’s XII Corps, wulch was séheduled to pass through

N e e W L kst e mswes .
-

Vashvllle'. {In an offort to relieve Chattanooga, the Union leader's
[lad rushecl‘x two coens from the V_irginia ‘theatre of operations to the
l:oa,"r..) Ward vas to take chargn o.f these troops, proceed to .

Hurfreestoro and defend the toun, Tt was nearly 8 a, m. on the o

lth Yefore the sontihwund tronp traln nrrived, Boarding the traln,

icrd hastencd to Mufresstoro., The train reached Murf{reaesboro g !
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little after 10 a, m, At this time, wWheeler had also advanced
into the area'and was war-shaling his command south of the town,
Without a moment's hesitatlon, Ward ordered the soldiers off the
trai;. The blueclads duickly manned thé defenses of Fortress
Rosecrans, Taking cognlzance of the strength of Fortress
Rogecrans, Whealer decided not to attack the rallroad btridge north
of Marfreestoro. Instead, he woved against the bridge spanning
the Middle Fork of Stones River, th;ee miles south of Murfreesboro,
Pressing forward, the Confederates attacked and forced the
surronder of tie stockade guarding this bridge, After burning the Lo
bridge and tearing ﬁp the track, the raiders pushed on toward
Shelbyville, 20 |
Az soon 3s the emergency had paesed, General Ward
returned to Mashville. On October 24, Major Géneral George H,
Thoxzs, who hed assumed comnand of the Army of the Cumberland four
days before, issued ordersg for Colonzl Cobturn to concentrate his L
Erigade at Murfreestoro., (By this timé. Coburn's brigade had been
detached frow Steedman's division.) Upon raaching urfreestoro,
Coburn's troops werz to rélieve the units of the XII Corps that
wera pésted there, One of Slocun's dlvisions (Brigadier General
Alphaus S, Williams') would, in the future, be held responsible . : fn

for guarding the Hashville and Chattanrocoga Railroad between

i3



I‘amrfreeaboro and Bridgeport, Alabana,

Evidently, Coburn was in no hurry to carry out Thomas'

Idirective. On Yovember 3, Gensral ¥Williams informed Ceneral
Slecum that Coburn's brigzde was wldely disgersed., The 33d Indiana,
It'ae reneral reported, was scattered in seven diffecent posts, the

l85th Indiena was at Duck River, the 15th Hichigan zt Melinnville,

and the 22d Wisconsin at Fortress Rosecrans,

l Wlthin the next several days, Coturn's trigade was
lreassignzd W the newly constituted District of Nashville., Major

Gsreral Iovell H, Rousssau was placed in charge of the diastrict on

Yovamzer 10, Fortross Rosscrans and ths Hurfreesboro area wers

D included within the cenfines of lousseau's new command, Rousgseaun

)’
¥
. 4
.
Iuaz to give hig gpecial attention to the peotection of the railroads X
N ?

'zthe souisville and Hashville, tha Nashvills zrd Rorthwestern, and

hie Hasnville and Chattanooga) which were located within his

Upon taking charge of hig district, Kousscuu made certain

lhat Coturn carried out his instructions, Within a shoxt tlms, :

Fousseau was able to report that Cokurn's trigade was concenteated

) Ny

t Murfreesboro, Thres non~brigaded regimcats {ihe 115tk Ohion, '

re 17th 7, 5. Colored Troops, and the 31st Wisconsin), and one

\n

i
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artille:y'unit (the 1st Battery, Kentuciy lLight Artillery) were
gléo based at Fortress Rosecrans, Detachments from one of the
three Infantry rzgiments -- the 115th Ohlo == were detailed to
zan the stockades which were located at strategic points along tha
railroad metween Nashville and Tullahema, Followinz the debacle

at Chickamauga, General Van Cleve hzd besn relieved of duty with

the Army oi the Cumberland, Van Cleve was ordered to Mirfreestoro,

4
whers he assumad command of the posi. l,

At the battle of Chattanooga, which was fought on

November 25, the Union "Army Croup" comiaanded by Major General

Ulysses 5. Orant routed Eragg's Army of Tennessee. The Confederates

fell back to Dalten, Gecrgia, where Bragy askad to be relieved,
General Josepn E, Johnsion took charge of the Army of Tennessee,
Tre two opposing armies then weat into winter quarters,

Thomas, on sanuary 2, 1€&4, issued an ordar organizing
the 23d Miszouri Infantry, the 115th Ohio Infantry, the bth
Tennessee Infantiry, agd the 31st Wisconsin Infaniry into a
trigade, Gensral Van Cleve was aséigned to the corzmand of this
newly constituted unit, At the same tine, Colonel Coturals
brigzde was assigned to a newly constituted division commanded by
Genefal'Ward. Wardls divislon wag transfefred to tho Chattanooga

area inmediately thareafter. #ollowing the departure of Coburn's

-, .
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troopa, the defense of tha Murfreesboro area was entrusted to Van
Clsva'’s brigade, 15

In Janueary, .ajor John Mendenhall visited Fortress

el A, 2

Rose¢rans. Th=2 major, in accordance with instructions fron

1

Erigadier General John ¥, Brannan, wis nzking an inspgection of the

artillery emplaced in the foris located in tha Department of ths

Cumterland, In his report which he filed on. Jannary 14,

Merdenhall made the following commsents regsrding Fortress

The fort is manned by the First Kentucky ' o
Battery and atcut 3GC convalsescent effizers and
spldiers, all umdier the comnand of Major
[iiaricg/ Hougnialins, First Zllinols Light
srtillsry, - .

Tha guns are divided into tatteries of
£from thres to nine guns each, undzr the sharge
of a comrissionad efficer, and froa €0 to 103 S
entisted men peasent. -

Eatferv Miﬁchqll is comuanded by
loutenant fdonn B,/ irwin, of the First : o
Kertusizr Battery, and 13 armed with on2 il2- : :
pounder and one G-poundar field gun, and two o
S-4neh siege howltzern. :

Battery _at iunetts Paluer, by First
Lisutonent Luxv:v; Jonas, Seventy-Linth Iadiana S
Velunteers, arsnzd wilh four G-poundzcs Parroti
fisld zunz and cne B-inch siaze howitzer,

Battery at iunstta Hcloolk, by Capt. J. R, ' o
Plscus, Sevoatesnth Indlanua, armed with cne

24 -pounder,

riiied, four G-pounder Pavrotl R
fisli guns, znd t

0 B-inch Jiﬁye hewltzers.

e ;
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Battery at lunette Regley, by Capt. D. M,
Roberts, Seventy-fifth Illinois, armed with
v 6-pournders, one 3-inch, one 6-pounder James
rifle field-guns, and one 8-inch siege howitzer,

_ Battery at lunettes Rousseau, Sheridan,
/Thomag/ and Rsynolds, by Cact. ¥W. A, Gregory,
Twenty-Sscond Illinols, armed with three 6-
pourxier field guns, one 24-pounder, rifled, and
one 3-inch siege howitzer,

Battery at Danettes Granger and Crittenden,
by Capt. W. B, Doughty, Thirty-seventh Indlana,
armed. with one 6~pounder and one 3-inch run.
and one lZ-pounder field howltzer

Battery at Redoubtt Johnson, by Lleut.
Willizm Pool, Eiznty-seventh Indiana, armed
with four 24-pounders, rifled, .

Battery at Redoubt Schofield, by First
~ut, William H. Lezxy, Hinsteenth U, S,
Infantry, armed with cne 30-pounder Parroti,
fousr 24-pounders, sisge, and ono é-pounder,
field guns,

Battery at Radoubt Wood, armed with four
°h~pounderq, rifled,

Eattery at Redoubt BErannan, by Second
Lieat., J. D. Williams, &sinth I{ichigan, armed
with three 30-poundsr Pevrotts, two lZ-pounder
£ield pung, and one 8.iuch sisge howitzer.

_  The Firgh Kentucky Battery (Captain
[Ihooﬁove S,} Thowmasson), begides its own guns,
twe b.oounders, ong 3-inch and two 6-pounder
James riryled field guns, has charge of one 2h-
pounder, rxxled. and three &-inch sliege
mouiteses, dach battery, egxcept the one at
Iunsttas Grawper and Srittenden, has a magazine,
all of wiiich are in gooa condltlon., A little
dam‘nesa can be seen in thres or four of them

x
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after a long, heavy rain. At Redoubt Schofield
the magazine lealted slightly, but will be fixed
as soon as the weather will permit. Hajor
Houghtaling told me that thnis migazine had
heretofore been considered the best in the fort,

I could not get into the large magazine,
the man who had the key could rot be Tourd,
General Van Cleve ard Lajor noughtaling, who
vwere in it a few days before, said that it was
in a very good condition, but that there was
slight dampness after long rainsg., 7The gallery
around this magazine has fallen ia in two
Places, but can te easily repaired,

The military appearance, diseipline,
drill, police, car¢ of guns and implements,
very good. The men are in comfortable huts,
Hess arrangemznts good,

The First Kentucky Battery, 5% hovsss,
some of wiich are convaleuscent borses, and
the others are suca as could te bouzht 4in the
country around inrfreestorough, They are not
in good cordition, ard aras generally too 1light
for artillery. The tattery is keot in good
order a2ud the horses have a very good stable,

The searps of the redoubts ars giving way
badly whers galleriss were to have been made,
Soue of the traverses are also falling down;
ona of them has beszu alwost entirely tuilt by
the garricgon,

The block~khsuses all leak Ladly, and are
therefore 1ittle used even for store-houses.

Sarrison, One hundred and fiftesnth Ohio 16
and Tweniy-secord and Thirty-first Wisconsin,

In the sscord wsek of Marsh 1884, Hajor General William

T, Sherman was placed in cownrnl of the vast Hilitary Division of

9
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the Hissisaippi. At the same time, General Grant was promoted to
a lieutenant general and called to Washington to take charge of
the arxies of the United'States. According to the plan of
operations worked out by Grant, Sherman's "Army Group" was to
lzunch a drive into northwest Georgia and erdeavor to destroy
General Johnston's Army of Tennessee. Sheruman would also have as
his objective the captgre of Atlania._ |

Preparatory to moving against Johnston, Sherman sought
to.préviae for the security of the Nashvills and Chattanooga
Raiiroad. This railroad would be Sherman's life line as his “Army
Group™ plungad deeper into the Confederate "Hearéiand", Looking
in tgls direction, General Brannan, on iiarch 23, issued sn order
assigaing three batteries (Battery D, 1st Michigan Light Artillery,
the 8th Battory, Wisconsin Light Artillery, and ths 12th Battery,
Ohle Light Artiliery) to Fortréss Rosecrans.

The cunnonzers from thess tiwee units would man the guns
emplaced in the fortifiéations, éefore leaving Haskville, where
they wera currently stationed, the threo designated vatteries were
to "turn over their guns, horses, harness, ZCs, to Colonel James
KM, Bertlett, Tho colonel, in turn, would see that this property
vag transferrad to the other crganizations v2longing to the

frtillery Reserve of thz Arsy of the Cumberland. At the same time,

10
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ths 1st Battery, Kerntucky Iizht Artillery was assizned to the
Artillery Reserve and ordercd to Chattanocoga, By the end of
Marcﬁ, the ihree batteries had reached Fortress Rosecrans, where
they raported té FKajJor Houghtaling. As soon as the Kentuckians
had teen relieved, they joined the Artillery Reserve, 17
Brigadier Gensral wWilliowm D, 4hipple, Thomas' chiof of

staff (on April 8) submitted a statement emumsrating the mumbes

of troops which he estimated would e necessary to hold the

blockhouses, These stockades were being erected to protect the

bridges on ths Nasaville and Chattancoga Railroad., (See Appendix
A.) The troops helding tnese blockhouses would 0o supported by
garrisons posted at #urfreesboro, Tallahoma, Stevenson, and -
Bridgeport, At present, Whipnle commented, the.railroad botﬁcen
Fosterville and 4 fraesboro was guarded Ly the 23d Mlssouri; the
regimental headqusrters were st Chriztiana, Hurfreesbaro was
occupied by the 115th Ohio, tha 3lst Wlsconsin, and 334
¢onvalescents, the gerneral noted, In additicn to tiha three

batteriecs of artillery, tuwo companies from the 2Xl Missouri held

Fortress Sosserans, The 85th Indlana uvatched the railroad from

Fortress Rosecrans to Nashville,
Whipple thought that thig Wag singly too many men, Heo

5 . . ~ s Oy
suggested that the 234 Hissouri be relleved of duty on the railroad

10
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which were stationed along the line of the Nashville and

and sent to Mcliinnville, There, the Missoﬁrians would rslieve the
19th Michigan; the !ichigandsrs would be freed to’rejoiﬁ Coturn's
£rigade at the front. The Murfreestoro convalescents were to be
armed, Along yith the 115th.Ohlo and the 31st Wisconsin, the
convalescents would be charged with guarding Murfreestoro and the
blockhcuies betwesn that city and Tullahoma, 18 ;
: Thomas moved promptly to' carry out vWhipple's | o
recommerdations. On 4pril 12, he iss;ed erders for Rousseau to -

relisva two of the regiments (the B5th Indiana and the 22d Missouri) o

Chattancoga Railroad. These troops were to be replaced by soldiers

from the Nashville garrison,  The 23d Mizssuriwas to relleve the '

15th Hichigan at HeMinnville, 7oth thefk

XX Army Corpa. 19 . : -
General Sherman began his dvive towara Ailanta on iay 5.

For ihe next four months, Sh=rman's "Arsy Croun' was in cénS'ant

and bloody contach with the Confederate Army of Tennassee. During o

this period, the Union authnriiles made several administrative
I

chanzes in Tennzssee. Farly in the summer, the District of v

Nashville was redesignated as the District of Tennessee, 20 A ney -

1|



command, the “Defenses Nashville and Chattarocoga Railroad", was

also constituted, Hajof General Rovert H, Milroy was placed in
Icharge of the three brigades (Van Cleve's, Robinsor{'s, and

Krzyzanouski's) which were given the task of guarding the wvital
Irailroad. _

By this time, Van Cleve's brigade had been reduced to
lono infantry regiment (the 115th Chio) and three tatteries of
Iartillery (Battory D, 1st lichigan, the 1Zth 0?116, and the 8th

Wisconsin), At the end of the fir;;t week of June, Van Clevels
lother infantry regiment (the 31st Wisconsin} had been detzched and
ordered to tiashville, Van Cleve used his artillerists to garrison
)' .E'c:-t:-ass ;'j;')s':érans, while the infantrymen of the 115th Chio were
’ Iposted in the blockhouses which guarded the railroad beldges on
either siﬁe of Murfrasasbtoro., LdeutenantiColonel wWalker E, Lawrence
l‘nad aléc replaced Major doughtaling as commardant of Fortress
' gm FOZ€Crang. 21 |
I Atlanta, cn the night of Szplember 1, was evacuzted Ly
Ithe Ary of Tennsessea, which was led row by General John B, #ood,
(General Johnston had been relisved ty President Jefferson Davis
lon July 17.) Sherman's bluacoated 1egf.Lons coured into the
lstrategic city the folinwing zorning, Within two weeks, Major

Ceneral dathan B, Forrest lauwnched a slaching raid on the Usnion

1 is "
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communication lines in north Alabama ard “iddle Tennesseo, Even

ltf\ough Forrest's hard-riding troopers failed to reach Fortreés

lR.osecrans, they caused a flurry of activity among the lfurfreestoro
Federals. To strengthen ths garrison at Fortress Rbsecrans,

lGer.sral‘E'-cusseau rushad the 17ith Ohio to I~Eurfree§'::orm A3 soon
as the danger had passed, the 174tnh Chio, on October 23, was

I transferred to Decatur, Alabama. 22 _

l In the meantime, Hood had regrouped-bis army and rmoved
into northern Alsbamz, Shermzn had erdeavored to follow the Army

l of Tennessee, Unable to overtake the hard-marching Retel legions,
Sherman's blueeoats raeturned to Atlanta, Hero, Sheﬁan stripped

Ido

' I General Thomas was detached and ordered to Tennessee. The "Rock

n his army, greparatory to making his Tamous "iHarch to the Sea®.

v
vids (¥

of Chickamauga® was given the task cf coping with Hood's prcjected

I 1nvasion of liiddls Tennessee,

23
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THE HISTIAY OF TURTRE33S ROSECRANS

Notes ~= Chapter II
The Defenders of Fortress Rosecrans Change with the Shifting Tides

of the war

. R., Series I, Vol. XXIII, »t. II, 458-459.

=
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2 1itid., 496, 503, 508.

3 Ibid., 573, 6C6.

4 0. H., Series I, Vol. XXX, pt. 1II, 38, w1, 156, 250, The 5th
Towa Cavélry was crdered tc Mcaiinnville on Saeptember 6; the 9th
Ohio Eattery was transferred to Tulluhoma on the previous daj.

5 Dhid., 329. Colonels Champion and Reid dispbsed of their units

as follows:

Conmand Resiment Conntandine Officer Where stationed

Colonel Champion $éth Illinois  ILt. Col. X. L. Clarke Estill Springs

84th Indiana Lt., Cnl. S. Orr Estill Springs

115th Illinois - Col. J. H. ¥oore Fosterville

LOth Ohio csl., J. E. Tgylor' Tullzhoma
Colonel Reid 98th Ohio Lt., Col. J. S, Pearce  wartrace

1215t Ohio Lt. Col. H. B, Banning Cowan

113th Ohlo Lt, Col., D. B, Warﬁer Wartrace

78th Tlitaois Lt. Col, C. Van Vizck  Shelbyville
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10 0. K., Series I, Vol. XXX, pt. II, 701, 7C6-707.

Irid., 397.
Ikid., 431, 612-613.
Ibid,, 636.

Q. R., Seriss I, Vol. XXX, pt. IV, 84-85.

11 0. ., Series I, Vol. XXAI, pt. I, 716,

12 0. R., Seriss I, Vol. XX{I, pt. III, Z7.

13 Ibid., 109.

i Toid., 558. In April, the 17th U. &, Colored Infantry was
transferred froa lurfreesboro to Nashville.

15 Q. &., Series I, AVal. LII, pt. I, 510; 0. R., 3eries I, Vol.
XUXIX, pt, II, 282, The 4th Tennessee infantry was statlonsd in
Knoxville at this time, Thi§ regiment never repor‘ted to General
Van Cleve., On A;pril 10, 186%, the Tennosseeans were reassigred to
the XXIII Army Corps.

16 0. R., Series I, Vol, X¥XII, pt. IX, 93-Sk, General.arannaﬁ
held the position of chisf ef artillery for t‘né Dep-artment of the
Cumberlard, Major Hendennall was Brannan's asslistant.

17 0. R., Serles I, Vol. XAX{I, pt, 11T, 134, 212,

18 Inid., 290-291.

19 Ixid., 337-338, 38,

20 0. R., Series I, Vol. XXXIX, pt. II, 62, 325,
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21 Ibid., 327; Fredevick H, Dyer, Compendium of the Yar of ithe

Rebellion, (Des Moines, 1509), L66-4E3, €86, After a short tour

of duty at Nashville, the 31st Wisconsin joined Sherman's "Aray
Croun” tefore Atlanta., Colonel ¥dward J, Robinson's brigade was
stationed at Tullaheza and Colonel Wladimir lrzyzanowski's at
Bridgeﬁort. Alatgama,

22 0. R., Series I, Vol. XXXIX, pt. II, l&95;_9,. R., Series I, Vol.
XIX, pt. I, .542-949; Dyer, Ccmpendium of the War of the Rebellion,

1553,
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THE HISTORY OF FORTRES3 ROSECRANS

Chapter IIX

Hood Invades Middle Tennessee

“When General Hood's Confederate Army of Tennzssee

launched its invasion of Middle Tennessee at the end of the third

wesk of Yovember 1864, General Rousséau wasg. still in charge of
the District of Tennessee. Rousseau maintained his headquarters
at Nashville. In addition to protecting }iddle Tennessee from
raids by the Confederate cavalry, fousseau's comnand was charged
with the defensga of the rullroads of the araa which had bsen
restorad to service uy tﬁe military.

. Undoubtedly, the most important railroad in Rousseau's
district was the Kashville and Chattanocoga. To p{otect this
railrodd, a command designated as tﬁe Lefenses of the Nashvillo
énd Chattarooga Rgilroad had been constituted bty the Union
aathorities. General Hilroy had been placed in charge of this
cormnand, Dy this tige. Milroy's command had teen reduced to
two brigades, Drigadier General doratio P, Van Cleve was in
charge of tha 1lst Brigade; Colonel Wladimir Krzyzanouskl led the

3d Erigade. Cclonel Edward J. Robinson's 2d Brigade had been

disbanded., Two of Robinmson's regiments (the 137th and 138th Indisna)
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had been mustered out; his.other.units now reported directly to
Milroy.

Van Cleve'’s troops wera charged with the defense of the
the railroad tetween Nashville and Murfreesboro, On the final day
of Octoker, Van Cleve's Erigaﬁe contained only one infantry
regiment (the li5th Onio) arnd three batterles, Ths.Ghio
infantrymen were used to garrison the seven vlockhouses which the
Federals had constructed to rrotect the bridgeg on ths section of
the railréad guarded by Van Cleve’s troops, Van Cleve's three
artillery units were stationed in Fortress Rosecrans, the strong
point that the Federals had eongtructed following the battle of

Stenes 2iver, Fortress Rosecrans was dasigned to protect thne

railroad and Nashville pike bridges across 5tones River, In
addition, the fortress functioned as a supnly depot for Ivi’ilroy's'

comaund, At this stage of the conflict, HMajor Frederick Schultew

was in command at Fortress Rosecrans., Van Cleve maintained his
Iheadquarters in Hurfreestoro, J .

I Two additionsl infantry reginonts reported to Van Clevs
tafore tho first tidings of Hood's advance reached Murireesboro,
lCn ¥overbor 7 a train malled into the turfreeshoro yards, and off

scrambled the igged soldicrs telonging to the 8th MHinnesota,

'Thia reglaent had come a loug way, Diring the summer and early
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fall, the lidinnesotans had been engaged against the Sioux Indians

in the western part of Dakota Territory.
g l A recently organized regiment, the 140th Indiana,
: reached i:-iuri“reesi:oro bty rall on the 23d. The Indianians had left
Indianapolis eight days bei‘ore. b
| The brigade comnarded by Colonel Krzyzanowsid. guarded.
f.he rallroad between Dacherd, 'Tennesseé, and Bridgeport, Alabama,
: ' To carry out this task, Krzyzanowski was given five infantry
regime_nts ard two batteries of artillery. The brigade commander
I had his command post at Stevenson, Alabama, 5
Since Tullahoma was about halfway between Chattanooga
’ and Kashville, General Hilroy maintained his headquarters there.
)‘ I Two infantry regiments (the 177th and 178th Ohin), one dismouynted
cavalry regiment (ths 12th In:lLaﬁa). ard a battery of értillery
I (the 1§th Battery.l ¥ew York Lizht Artillery) were stationed at
I Tullahoma, With this force, !lilroy would protect the railroad
from ¥urfreesboro to Decherd, é
I It was November 2l before the Federal authorities in
Tenncsseo learned anything definite concerning Hood's movemants,
IDuang the day, Gsnerals Rousseau and {illroy wers informed by
IGeneral Thomas that his field army under Major General John M.

Schofield had evacuated Pulaski, Tennassee.7
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The news that the Rebels had rea;hed Pulaski caused
‘Rousseau and Milroy to swing into action, Milroy immediately
contacted the officer in chargé of the Unior forces stationed at
Decherd, Colonel Willard Warner. The colonel was notified‘that
Hood's army was across the Ternessee Rivar and was reportedly
pushing toward the east. If this were true, M lroy obéerved. the
Rebels weré pushing for the Hashville and Chattancoga Railroad.,
Warner waa to putAhis command, the 18Cth Ohio, in condition to
defend Dzacherd ard the rallroad bridge across Elk River.at

Allisonia., Already, Milroy continued, Hood's push had compelled

the Federals to atandon the ¥ashville and Decatur Rallroad south

.r

£ Coluxbia, Tennessee, ard the Mesphls and Charlesten Railroad
wast of Stevenson. To keep his regiment from being surprised,
Colonel ¥arner was to picket all the roads approaching his posltlon

i

from the west. Any irformation obtained was to e relayed

imediately to ¥ilroy's Tullahoma headnuarters. 8 S
¥ilroy also nctified Major John C, Hamilton, the officer

in charge of ths detachment of the 178th Chio which was stationed

at Shelbyville, Tennesses, that the Febels had reached Pulaski. ¢

Hamilton was to scout to tha west., The major was to be prepared

to fall tack to ths Duck River bridge in case the Confederates

9

came his way.
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To be ready for any emergency which might suddenly

develop, Rousssau directed Milroy to stockpile all the forage and
rations hs could at Tullahoma, All surplus wagons would be sent
to Murfreestoro. 10

In the meantime, the Federal offisers charyed with the
defense of the Memphis and Charleston Railrozd west of Stevenson
moved to comply with Thowas' directive that it should be abandoned.
At 11 a. m. on the 24th, Thomas telegraphed Erigadier Géneral
Robart 5. Granger, the commarxler of' the District of Northern
Alabamz, The general informed Granger thai the superintendent of
the 1idlitary Reilroads had motified nim that over 120 cars were
gzliaduled to Le at duntsville, Alabama, during the worning. These
cars waro to L& used to shift Granger's commnand to Stevenson gnd
Yurfreesboro. Cranger was to wire Thowas as 3oon ag the first
traing had started, 1

wWhen he acknowledged Thomas! messagé at 1:45, Cranger
reported that mo cars had reached Decatur, 12 Thomas waited untii
4:35 bafore replylng. He again informed G;anger that the
suparintendent had assured.him that the requisitioned cars were tp
be at Bunisville at 10 a. m., Sincs Granger was at Decatur, Thomag

wonusred 1f the comaanler at Huntsville had inadvertently held up

the trains. Again, Granger was admenished to entrain his troops

3l



wr—= o e

Bl I

T

P TTRT T o

p. Iyon, the officer i1n charze of the po

- train would start.
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Thomas also telegracvhed Colonel William

as rapidly as possitle
st at Huntsvilie, Iyon

was orderad to advise Thowmas whether any trains or cars had

reached his post. In addition, he was to let the general know if

and il they wers wnen the first

his troops vere entraining;

13

Thomas directed Iyon to contact Granger.

Replying to Thomas' commnication, Iyon reported that

nly one train had reached Huntsville. An engine and 12 cars had

been senc on to Decatur. So far, Lyon contimed, the only

iafantry that had been evacuated froa "unt ille wero the sick.

Tne artillery, however, had already left, and the gear belonzi

ts tha 13th-Ixlisna Cavalry had been loaded znd was ready to £0.

Igon informzd Thomas that there wors an estimated 50 carlosds of

commissary supplies gtored at Huntsville. If these were to be

rexoved, #Ore cars would be nesded. 1
By the time that Thomas' 4:30 telegram reached Granger,
the 12-car train had chugged into the Decatur yards. Wwhen he

acknowledged Thomas

15

commanication, Cranger relaysd this inforumation

to hias superior.

Following the arrival of the cars lata on the afternoon

of the 24Lth, CGranger pulled his troops cut of Decatur and Athens.

411 the public property (except for soma forage stored at Decatur)

transportation kept the Federals {rom

.

was removed. . A shortage ox
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saving the forage, SO 3% was burned. After leaving Lecatur, Granger

stopped at Huntsville on the 25th, Here, the general found that

the evacuation was not going according to schedule, Colonel Lyon

201d the general that he would have to have additlonal

-~

transportatién 1f the large 2mount of stores which had been

stockpiled at funtsville were to be saved. In addition, the
movement of the colonel’s trccps. and thelr equipnent from
Huntsville to Stevenson had been delayed by an accident on the
railroad. MNear lLarkinsville, six cars had jumped the track. It

took the railroad workers about four hours to clear the rigiht of

Hay . 16

when Cranger notified Thoma§ of thess developmants, he
aiso informed his chief that 2ll was quiet in the Funtsville area.
His scouts, who were very active, had reported that the
Confederates gave no indication of penetrating into tne aren
btetweon Huntsville and the Elk River.

In the meantime, Thowas had determinad to reassign a
mirber of the units which were belng withdraun from the Tennassee
Valley to the defense of the Nashville and Chattanscoga Railroad,
Hs inforred Roussesu on the 25th that the 3d, 4th, and 29£h
Hichigan, and the 174th and 181st Onio regiments were under orders

to proceed %o Murfressbtoro. Having made his decislon, Thomas
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. proceeded to sese that his orders were carried out, Yot knowing-

éhat the derallment had delayed the movement of Granzer's commaqd,
from Huntsville to-SteVenson. Thomas wired Colonsl Krzyzanowski at
Stevenson, "Havé any of the Michigan rogiments éome vp from
Decatur?" Krzyzanowski inforaed Thomas that during the day no
troops had reachsd Stevenzon from Huntsville., A train had
reportedly left Huntsville at 4 a, m.,hbut as yet, it had rot
arrived, Evidently, the telegraph line had been damsged in the
derailnent, because Krzyzanowdki informed Thomas that he had
received mno news from Huntsvills since 9 a. m, 18

Rousseau, learning thét the three Michigan regiﬁents and
the two Oﬁio ;egimentg hal beer assigned to his commard, contacted
General Hilroy, As soon as thase units Qeached rurf{reastoro, they
wer2 to be detr:zinaed and campad at Foriress Rosscrans. After the
troops and their equipment had Laen unloaded, the cars were to bLe
sent to ﬁashville. Tho regimental commanders would report to
General Van Cleve for further orders, Van Clave was to inépect
the newcomers and see that thers was enough aurmunition in the

tagazines of Fortresa Roseerang to supply each man with 200 rounds.
Furtheriore, Rousseau wanted Van Cleve's chief of.commissary to
keep on hand at all times 200,000 rations,

Following the arrival of thess reinforcoments, Hilroy
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entuckians were approaching ths end of their tera of service,
; they were to be furnished rail transportaticn and sent to
Iﬁashville. At Mashville, they would e mustered out of service.

If feasible, Hilroy was to send the 180th Ohio to Fayettevills,

19

Tennessse.,

later in the day, iHilroy received anotixer telegram from
Rousseau, Rousseau elabmrated con the news regarding Schofiold's
Iwithdrawal from Pulaski., Schofield's troops, upon abandoning
Pulaski, had failen back to Columbia, Already, Rousseau
eontiiuad, there had heen c‘onsider:able skirmishing on the
apm‘o;ches to Columbia., The wires were doun between Nashville and
Columkia, but the Unlon 1eaderé wera convinced that Hood was
striking for Middie Tennessse with hls entlire avallable force.

‘This message caussd Hilroy to change bis mixl in regard to sending

the 180th Ohic to Fayetieville,
The next day, all the
Schofield at Columbla tended to

their belief thsat lashville was

Rousseau contacted lilroy en the 26th, he informed his junior

officer that he was expscted to hold the Nashvillo and Chattanooga

N g e e e

ag to relieve two of his regiments (the 6th Kentucky and the

180th Chio) from their duty along the railroad. Since the

reports reaching Nashvilie froam
support Thomas and RAousseau in

Hood's goal., Therefore, when

35
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Railroad against Hood's cavalry, Rousseau did not feel that

Hilroy would have to contend with the Rebel infantry, The bridges
over tha Duck River at Shelbyville znd at Manchester were tc be
closely guarded. These bridges, Rousseau warned, would not be
turned unless the greyclads approached in strengta,

Hajqf Hamilton's detachment of the 178th Ohio which was
posted at Sheliyville was to be replacsd with cavalry. Any
surplus supplies currently stockpilad at Tullahoma were to be
transferred to rurfreestoro., Milroy was also informed that

General Thomas hud alerted Hajor Ceneral James B, Steedman to be

" ready to rush from 5,000 to 7,000 infantry to the dsfense of the

fashville ard Chattanooga Railroad. (Steoditan commanzed the

Cistrict of the Stowah.) In closing, Fousseau wanted to know the

rurber and typs of guns mounted in the defenses of Tullahoma. 21
Hilroy replied zlmost immecdiately to Rousseau's telegran,

He informed his suverior that thers ﬁere ten guns at Tullahoua,

ranging in caliter from rifled 2h.pounders to 3~inch ordnance rifles,

Since therc were only about 109 cavalrymen currently attachsd to

his command, Milray f2lt that he could not spare them to relieve

Hardlton's detacrment. A this tine, the tvoopers were patroling

ths area west of Shelbyville. In an effort to increagse the strangth

10
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of his mounted arzy, Milroy announced that he had asked'General
ﬁranger to send him three companies of the 13th Indiana Cavalry,..
Milroy tslieved that Major Hamilton's troops, in case of an
emergency, would be able to fall back to the railroad bridge
across the Duck River. In view of these circumstances, Milroy
wanted to mow if Roussecau still wanted him to withdraw Hamilton's
infantry. 22 ) | =

Acknowledging Hilroy's message, Housseau stated that it

. was all right if Hamllton's two companiss reuwained at Shelbyville,

At least five mounted nen, however, were to be stationed at
Sheityville. These troopers wers to spread the alarm in case of
2 raid by the Confederzte cavalry."'3
Following the receipt of Rousseau's wire, Milroy dashed
off a letter to Major Hamilton, The major was told to post a
guard cn the Duck Rivor bridze. In cass a Rebel @ounted column
moved on Shelbyville, Hamilton's soldlers werc to remove the -
flooring froa the bridge. If the strength of the Southernerék
proved to bes overwnelming, the hridge was to be burned and
Harrilton'!s bluecoats wers to fall bacik to.tha Hashville and
Chattancoga Railroad, At all times, Milroy warned, Hamilton was

to maka sure that his scouts kepi a strong watch on the countryside

. e ~- R - - . I R R
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west of Shelbyville, 2%

General Grangsr spent the 26th at Huntsville, The
éeneral wanted to insure that his troops carried out an orderly
evacuation of their bases along the }emphis and Charleston
Railroad., #Heamhlile, General.Thomas had learnsd frpm his
subordinates that more cavalry was needed in Middle Teﬂnessee.
Thomas accordingly telegraphed Grangsr to expadite the transfef of-
the 13th'Indiana Cavalry from the Tennessee Valley to Nashville. 25
Apparently, Granger haﬁ divined Thomas' intentions. When Thomas'

order reached Juntsville, the 13th Indiana had already been

26

relieved; the troopers were a2t the dopot waiting to entrain. h

Shortly after leaving Hunisville on the evening of the“
26th, the train with the 13th Indiana Cavalry abtoard jumped tha
track near Prouwnsboro. Slix cars wers tumbled into the ditch; the

P

same rumber of men were injurad. It took the repair crews 24 hours
t2 clear the right of way and reolace the 150 yards of track which
had basen torn up., The Irdianlians were able to salvage most of
their gear, but they were forced to burn the urscked cars. As
soon as the line was declarad open for tralfic, a train was gent
out from Stevenson to plck up the cavalrymen. 2?

The wreck forced General Sranger to hold ths remainder
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of his troops at Huntsville until the morning of the 28th., When

Cranger motified Thomas of this developrent, he passed zlong
saverzl other pleces of information, Granger reported that the
iCth Indiana Cavalry had just returned from ithens and the Elk
River. The troogers had failed to encounter any Confederates.
Granger observed that in his opinion the oniy Rebal troops
operating in the Tennessee Valley at the moment were guerrillas,
What especially troubled Granger abéut the Union
withdrawal from the area was what wou;d happen to the Negroeé. He
informed Thomzs that Negroes by the thousands were desertiné the
contraband and Government cawps, These unfortunates were following
his trcops as they palled back toward Stevenson, To keepn the rcads
open for his soldiers, Grang2r had b2en forced to ordsr the Negroes
not to pass beyord Huntsville.'za

Four of the five regiments from Cranger's commwand which

. . ; .
had been ordered to Murfresstoro regsrted to General Van Cleve on

the 27th, After detralning, the bYluscoated infantrymen smarched to
Fortress Rosecrans and cazned., The other regilment, tha 4th iichigan,
had basn delayed by ths train wreck at Exrowpgboro and was hald up

at Euntsville, 27

Daring the dary, thers was an alert along the Nashville
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4 Chattanooga Railroad. Several excited members of the 5th

enncagsee Cavalry (Union) who were watching the roads west of

ihelbyville came galloping into town. They told Majer Hamilton

that a mounted Rebel combat patrol was advancing along the

I?ulaski road, A4lready, they contimued, the Southerners had

surprised and captured several of their comrades. In addition,

ltho Rebels were raiding the farms and dljivingf off all the cattle

Iand hogs. Later reports irndicated to the major that t;pe greyclads

had camped three and ono-half miles wast of towm. Majer Hamilton

lpromptly relayed this important information to General Milroy. 5

Replying, Milroy ordered Hamilton to burn the Tuck River

Y
P

gatistied that the Confederates were

lbridge. I Hamllion were

Iadvan:ing; in gtrenzth, he was to desiroy his supplies and fall
casa the Rebol force was just a foraging

31

back to the railroad, In
lp:n'ty. Hamilton was to remain wihere he wa3s,
News of this Confederate thrust toward thoe railvoad was
I immediately relayed to Gensrals Hougseasun ard Steedman by Hilroy.
I About midnight, ¥Milroy sent Stecdman a saceond telegram. lillroy
inforzed Steadman that ho believed tho eavalry which Hamllton had
for the Nashvills and Chattarnooga Railroad.

I pinpointed waa atviking

Fut, he contirmed, it might rresage a-drive vy Hood's entlre arcy

I ‘
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into East Tennessee, If ihis uere true, rilroy knew that hé would
have to be reinforced, He thersfore wanted to know when
Steednian proposed to throw his command upon the Hashvillé'and
Chattanooga Rgilrbad. 32 |

Stesdman renlied ihat he was ready to move on'short
motice., All that was neseded was for Thomas to give the word, 33

Tn an effort to strengthen his mobile force at
Shelbyville, Xilroy wired the commanders of £he detachments of the
Sth Tennessse Cavalry‘which wern stationed at Mollinnville and
Manchagster. These officers were to rendezvous at Tullahoma with
thelr commaAds at their earliest opportunit;. a

The Jorfederate troopsrs who were threatening

(92}

o
helbyville belonged to General Forrest's command. Forrest, who
of

was in charpe all the cavalry serving with hood!'s Army of

-3

ennessee} had sent Captain Joseph T, Cobb and his cbmpany df
Texas Sccuts to attack the Nashville and Chattancoza Rallroad,
leaving Columbia early on the 27th, the Texans hed headed eastwérd.
Near Sheloyville, the Texans surprised and captured 13 of #Hajor
Hamilton's picliets,

At daytreak on the‘ZSth, Cobb's scouts rushed the Union

outposta that were guarding the northern approaches te Shelbyville,

15
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Falling to surprise the bluscoats, the Texans quickly
broke contact. The Southarners, estimated by Hamilton to number
about 80, made for the Fairfield pike, Hamilton's mounted force
followed the grqyclads. “hen Hamilton notified Milroy of this

action, he advanced the oginlan that his attackers were merely a

foraging party. 35
After leaving Shelbyville, the tutternut ralders were

intercepted three miles wast of 1§ a“traue by a detachment of the

sth Tennessee Cavalry (Union) led by Major John Nbrtham; After a

brisk skirmish, Cobb's Texans headed for Bell Buckle. Wortham!s
troopers followed the Rebels for a short distance. Before
reaching Rell Fuckle, the Confederate scouts doubled back and

headed for the Duclk River. Another combat patrol frowm the 5th

Tennessee Cavalry (Union) came across Cobb's trail. Taking up the

chass, the Tennosseeans puvrs sued tue Texans, A running fight

engued and contimied until the Csnfederates recrosged the Duch

-~
.

River near Berlin,

The news of the clash near Wartrace reachad Milroy first.

Upon receliving this in.orJAtion. Milroy imnediately telegraphe ed
Rousseau and Steedinan., Eesides reporiing Worthau's success,

Milroy observed that the sourd of heaﬁy Tiring had bheen coming

16

SRR SRR S T
: - . v emarer eyt e

ey

L vem v e

&2

P e e T




¢

=Pan =m ==

TR

-

E

<

o —

l from the direction of Snelbyville. In additien, Milroy contimed,

1t was rumored that a strong Confederate force was near lavergne.

¥ilroy said to Steedman that he was fearful lest the Rebels smash

the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad. 37

Lurinz the day, General Rousseal shifted his headquarters
from Nashville to Murfreescoro. The general was accompanisd to
Marfreesboro. by the 61st Illinois, HRoussean kept Thomas abreast
of the developments in the Shelbyville sector. He also informed
Thomas that a resident of Colurmria had reached Tullahoma with a
tale that Hood's Avay of Tennessco had crossed the Duck River 1
miles below Columbia.

Jren he acknowledged Rousseaa's comrunications, Thomus
warned that Sheltyvills should not be evacuated. Thomas informed
Rougseau that there was no tru&h in the report that Hocd had
erossed the Duck River vest of Columbia. Accordlng to the latest
reports reaching lashville fron the front, Thomas pointed oui,
Hood's army was still massed on the south side of the Duck River.

By the evening of the 26th, almost all of Granger‘s
troops nad svacuzted Huntsville, The general, along with the 1Cth
Indiana Cavalry, ramainsd behind to bring off the wagons and

destroy all the public property whlch could be removed, A oreak

17
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d l in the railroad row occurred; a locomotive and 26 frsight cars
l ' '
f were strarded in Huntsville,

l
1

1 I equipment, Granger, hoping that the railroad might be repaired,

Not wanting to destroy this valuable

-determined to rerain at Huntsville for several more days.
I ¥ollowinz the Union withdrawal from Decatur, éolonel
; l Alfred A. Russell crossed the Tennessee River at the head of his
4th A]abama Cavalry, HRussell's grayclads cautlously closed in on
| I Kuntsville. After cutting the telegraﬁh, tha. Confederates pauéed
and waited onr Granger's troops to continue their retreat.
. Granger remained at Huntsville until the worning of 7/
l Decenber 2, Ey thls time, the general) hzd decided he could notl
’ walt any longer fsr the repair crevs to repalir the break, He
» I decided to sturt for Stevenson. Approximately 250' vagons and a
large nuncer of refugees accoznpe.mied.t'na Union colum_n.A The rcad
I Wwas in wreiched condition and the streams tarely fordable, Before
' Grangec had proceeded very far, 2 locomotive and two cars chugzed
into view, The offiver in charge of the traln hailed Granger. He
' atated that if Granger would give him an escort, he would return
to Huntsville and suve the abandoned engine and cars., Oranger

I quickly fell in with this daring progosal., At a word from Cranger,

I 120 men scrambied aboard the train,
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‘As the train entered Huntsville, it was fired on by a
detachment of Russell’s regiment. The Rebels had occupied the

town immediately following the bluecoats' departure. The -englneer

lost his nerve. In his frightensd condition, he ran the locomotive
off the track., After destroying the traln, the glum Federals .
retraced their steps. ‘

Follouing the return of the detachment, Granger's column
resumed its rgtreai. The Unionisté reachad Stevenson on the 5th,
Colonal Russellls Alabamans pursued the Yankees to within 1% miles
of }heir base, In a series of hﬁrassing attacks on the Federal
rear guard, tﬁe Rebels succesded in cutting off and capturing
atout 450 Hegrozs and a iarge nwaber of wagons carrying their
personal possessions, 39 ’

“The first telegram which Rousseau recelved from Thomas
on Bovember 29 announced that part of Hoqd's aray had forded tha
Duck River above Columbia. Consequently, Schofisld's arry would
be comﬁelléd to f211 tack on Franklin, Thomas also wanted to know
what the latest developments along the Nashville and Chattanocoga
Railroad were, H0

When Rousgaau replied, he announged that with ona

exception all was quiet along the raillroad bLolow Murfreescoro.
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- During the previous night, a small psrty of irrepgulars had burned
the wooupile at Christiana and had torn up several ralls, This
damage, however, had been quickly repaired. By the noon hour
trains were again running betwsen lurfreestoro and Tullahoma,

Confederate mounted patrols wera reported to be still o erating
£ , P

‘in the Shelbyville ares, but news of their activity was "coniused

and vagus”,

Hoxt, “Rousgseau turnsd to ths movenents of his own troops.
The train with the 4th Michigan aboard had reached Tullahoma
during the night. Instructions had alreédy beon issued for the
Hichigdnders to come %o ﬁurfreeéboro. Milroy's orders recalling
the detachments of the 5th Tennsesee Cavalry {Union) fronm
sefinnvilla and ifanchester had been counteriaanded,

In the event thaﬁ communications betwesn lashville and
Murfreesbarg ware disrupted in ths near future, Rousseau thought
it might.be'a goed idea Li° Thowas enlightened him on the proper
course of action tb Da fbllowcd. Rousseau wanted to know if he
should move out of Hurfreesboro "and Join in the battls that may
be fought in front of Kashville®. iis troops, Housseau can{inued,
vors "mostl} rau®, but in cass of an emergency, they wculd

. L
undoudtedly prove ugeful. 1 )
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Thomas informed Rousseau that if the RebelsAwere able

to sever communications between their two ciomaands, he wanted
Rousseau "to h?ld furfreesborough secure", The general felt
certzin that, as soon as ilajor General Andrew J. Smith's
detzcmaent of the Army of the Tennessee reached Kashville, he.
would have enough troops "to whip Hood if he ventures thais far®,
Thomas was of the opinion that as scon as the comnmiseary stores
“at Tullshoma were remcved, Rousseau had ketter withdraw MHilroy to
turfreesboro. ' . If there were sufficient tixng, the troops
guarding ths-cailroad bridge spanning thé FEli: River could be
Erought to lurfreesboro;: - if not, they could be concentrated at
the tunnel. b2
In a second telegram, Thomas wsrned Rousseau that a
strong force of Confederate cavalry had cressed the Duck River.
Rousseau was cautioned tn keep a shar§ lookout, Thowas felt that
Rousseau could expect the Robel horseamen by the next day or tne

-

day after, To facilitate the transfer of the comalissary supplles
from Tallshoma, . Thomas was sending two tralas, Thomas reiterated
his directive that ¥ilroy should evacuate Tullahoma as soon as the

stores were loaded. A copy of the portion of the ftelegran dealinz

with the commigsary stores was forwurded to General Milroy, 3
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Rousseau spent wost of tho afterndon inspecting Fortress : l
Rosecrans and its garrison. Impréssed by what he saw, Rousseau o ?
pronounced everythirg in "good condition”, In addition, the .
general was chaer.edA by the arrival of a train from 'i\zl'lahon.m with
the Lth Michigan aboard, Returning to .his hondqu;':\rters. the
general found 'f’nomas' telezrans., On2 of Tnocmas' messages puzzled
Rousgeau. It was not clear to Zoussean whether Milroy was to bs :
withdrawn immediately from Tullahoma, o.r‘after' communications 3
betuween kashville and Murfreesbtoro had beea i;rterrupted. Rousseau i u
therefore wired Thomas for clarification on this point, by

Themas wasted 1o time in informing Pousseau that ¥ilroy
was not to be pulled out of Tullahema until after all the

-

comnigeay stores had been removed. As scon as this task had been

¢
.

accomplished, Milroy was to join Rousseau, 2 S
: : AR
Rousseau accordingly proceeded to get in touch with R

Milroy, The Tullahoma coricander was xwfcif.‘ied that tvwo trains wereo
en reute to hlm from Murfreesboro. All the stores currently
stocizpiled in the Tullanhoma cor:mxiséary depot (except for throe
daye' rations for the personnel belonging to Hilroy's coxmand )’
vere to be lcaded éboard these cars ard shipped to Chattanooga,
After this operation had been completed, Milroy's troops were to

march to Murfreasboro by way of Sheltyvilie. A strong rear guard,

22
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resting stragglers and preventing o t

charged wlth the miszion of ar
ent to ' f

would be detailed by Milroy to cover his moven
L6

Furfreesooro.

depredation.

One aspect of Rousseau's telegram deeply disturbed Milroye.

He did not have any horees with which to remove the ten guns mounted

in the fort at T™allahoma. ‘hen he comnunicated this information

jrpes

at the roar of distant artillery was

to Rousseau, Milroy raported th

dlstinctly sudibls, Milroy wstimated that the scene of this

fighting was between 30 and 50 miles northwest of Tullahoma. L

(vAlroy was correct. On the eveninz of the 2%th, Hood!s - and
s troops were in contact ab Spring Hill, approximately L

L . Ly
55 miles auay. ? ' , ot

Upon receiving iilroy's message, Rousseau telagraphad .
? b
-

Schofield":

Thomas, Rousseau advanced to his chief tuo suggestions for moving -
. [

the guns. First, since iitlroy had no horses o pull the guns, v -
t e

Rousgseau could authorigze him to usa the mounts belonging ‘o the .
R “': '

Sth Tennessee Cavalry (Union). This was predicated on the

aequmpuiou that rilroy would be able to secure the nece sary

en to tho Federals was for n

harnsas. Ths second course of action op

Twomas to order %o Tullahoma an engine and a mmmber of flat cara.

In this way, both the artiilery and Milroy's comp equivage could

23
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be transferred o Yurfreesorn, Rousgseau pointed out, in support

ll ’

of the second alternative, it was doubiful if enough teams could
L8

bs secured to pull the four heavy siege guns.
While walting for Thomas' reply, ioussseau kept [ilroy

atreast of developments, Pending the receizt of news regarding

the avallability of a train, Milroy was to look into the R

possitility of using the norses of the 5th Ténnessee to draw the N N ’
i six guns of the 13th dew York Battery. If so, he wus to do it, b9 , -

In the meantime, Iousseau veceived another wire from

Jory

Mlroy. The Tullanoma commander inquired as to what disposition " .'3%

ghould be made of tine hospitalized Union soldiers and "the

hundreds of poor contrabanda, {illroy also wanted to know if, : {'Sf“:

—-—

when he moved to Murfreesboro, he should recall the blockhouse and
Ckridze guards, Roussenu asked Milrey for a report on the rusher : ﬁ”;’
cf men confined to the hospital and the number of contrabands who
wuld te unzbla to wallk to Hfurfreestoro. If the sick werz not in

°

too bad a condition, Roussezu suggested, they might be sent to

Chattanonga slong with the commissary stores. A copy of iillroy's B
coamunication was forwardad to Themasg ty Rousssau, 50 : O
¥ilroy was wtl long in replying to Rousseau's inquirs,

.

Hs informed his superior that thore were 150 patients in the
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- Tullahoma hospital and about “250 "contrabands® that would be

unabl? to march to Murffeesboro. There were als&,-he reporied. a
”cbnsiderable“ amount of medical and ordnance stores at Tullahoma,
Sinca the road to Hurfraestoro by way of Sheltyville was very bad,
idlroy advancsd the suggestion that his column b§ allowed to use
the road which passed through Wartrdcet451

Two telegrams from Thowss servéd to answer most of the
questions raise& by Rouéseauf The superintendent of the Military
Railroads'had'baen directed to rush a train of fiat cers to
Tullzhowa, Allhthe troops postsd along.tha rallroad from
iurfresstoro ?P the Elk Kiver Lridge were to be éssembled and
Qrought to Hurfrees%ora. For the present, the Nashville and
Ohattanooga Railroad between these two points would e sbandoned.
Wlroy was to 3znd to Chattanoogé the =zoldiers who needed further
hogpitalization; the "contrabards” were to go to Cowan, Thare
Goneral Stoedman would assume fesponsibility for their protsctiop.
Gvidently, Thquas had not made himself clear on one
Point, After perusing Thowas' telegran, Rousseau was unable to
declide whether or pot he was supposed to recall the force (the

106th Chio) etationed at Elk River bridse, He bolieved that the

€arrison (uwhich was well supplied with azmunition and foed) could

=4

52



hold out in the face of an attack by Confederate cavalry. When he
communicated this information to Tho:rias° Rousseau commented that
he considered the bridge and blockhouse wsll ‘worth the risk", 53

Thomés gave his approval to Rousseau's plan to leave the
105th Chio at Elk.River tridre, To help subslst the Ohioans, in
case they'weré b;;ieged. the 500 cattle currently pastured at
Tullahoma'were to be turned over to tnem. When Thomas conveyed
t2is information to Rousszau, he announced that a hosplital train
was being sent to Murfreestoro. The Xnrfreescoro military
hospitals were to be emptied and the patlents transferred to
Nashville,

llousseau roved gromptly to carry out Thomzas' ordersz.

4lroy was alertzd to the impending arcival of a train of emply

T

flat cers, Fatizus parties wers to be organized and hzld ready to

lozd the artillery ard ordnance supplies. I there were any extra

M

space, the sick could be sent to Nasuville, Hilroy, however, wus
cautioned to reme&ber.that the train would alsn pick up the troops
occupying the blockhouses between Tullahoma and Hurfreesboro.
Since the Federals antlcipated an early return to Tallahoma,
¥ilroy was to sse that hlo troops destroyed nothing except items

which wight nrove useful to the foa, Hilroy was also told of the

[ob]
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decision to leave the 106th Ohio at 1k River btridege; a
detachment would be detailed from the Tullahoma garrison fo see to
the delivery of the cattle, 99

Early'on thas 30th, Rousseau notified Milroy that he would
try to send him six cara. Tﬁesc would be in addition to the ones
being sent from Nashville, and could be used for the ordnance
steres., If there were arny additional space ayailable. other
sipplies might be shipped to Murfreesboro. The priority.ﬁilroy

was to follow in allocating the remalninz shipping space was:

garrison and camp equipige, sutler's merchandise, ard other goocds.

Rousseau thought that it would be a good idea if Milroy advised
56

the "loyal citizens® to go to Cowan,

<
1

Tnomas likewise sent an early morning telegram to Milroy,

While Thomas refused to give Milroy s deadline for evacuating

= g e T -

Tullahoma, he wanted him to have hls men on the road as soon as

all the patients had been placed on board a morth-bound train,
Thomas dewanded of the badgered Milroy the answer to geveral
questions, Ho wanted o know if the artillery had been shipped,

and whether the commlssary storss had vesn sent to Chattanoovga.

o

Thomas cautioned, "Don’t permit wour men to be stampeded, tut

have things done quletly, and no useless destruction of property

of any lind, 57
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By 8 a, m,, Yilroy's fétigue parties had loaded the six
field pleces and the ordnance stores aboard the waiting flat cars.
In direct violation of Thomas' and Rousszau's orders, the four
heavy siege guns wers left in the fort, Tnomas' sudden decision
to send the hospitalized soldiers to Nashville instead of
Chattanocoga had taken Milroy by surprise. The patients had
glready been entcrained on a\soutn-bound train, It was therefore
nacessary to tura ths engipe around. 58

After all the cars had been loaded, lHilroy was disturbed
to observe that a consiéerable anount of the regimental bLaggage
and ordnancs storcs were still piled up at the depot. The general
¥as relieved to learn that an emply north-bound train had just -
left Cowan, He detarmined to use this trailn to exzedite the
tranafer of his command to Hh;xrepsxoro. Hilrey, in accordance
With the decision to abardon the railroad from Murfreesvoro to Elk
River bridge, had issued orders recaliing the garrisons from
¥cMinnville and.Hanéhester. As yet, these detachments had rot
Teached Tulla:cma, Correctly believing that thsse troops would be
badly uged up bty their forced march, Hilroy dzcided to allow then

Y move to ifur{reesborn by rail, Aiter leading the equipment and

'
'
'P
é
Z
f

3tores aboard tha north-ksurd irain, the soldiers would ride to

I | ‘
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Murfreasboro, Stops were tc bo made along the way to pick up the

troops manning the blocikhouses, 59

In the meantime, Milroy'ls unit comnanders were %orming
their men, Preperatory to starting fér Yurireestoro, MHllroy
organized his commind inte a provisional trigads. Colonsl Edﬁard
hnderson\of the 12th Indiana Cavalry was placed in charge of the
newly organrized unit. Having securcd'permission to march by way
of Wartrace instead of Shelbyville, Milroy's co;umn ma;ched out of
Tallzhoma, |

A company of cavalry was left to guard the sﬁpplies,
nending the arrival of the Meliinnvills and Manchester garrisons,
iiajor Hamilton's Shelhyviile detachment was to reﬁdezvous with:
Milroy's column at Wariracs. Hessengers were sant to contact
Hajor Jonn F, srmstrong's detachment of th$ 5th Tennessee Cavalry
(Union), which was patrolling the area west of the railroad,
Arzmstrong’s troopers uere to be directed to report to Miiroy at
Purfreesboro, Having started late, Xilroy's command made only a
15-milae mﬁrch and helted for tho night of tha 30th near Warirace,

The train with General Milroy's artillery aboard reached
¥urfreesboro atout noon, Rousseau soon had a fatigue party hard

at vori unloading the zuns and amxunition: When he informed
27
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Thomas of this, Rousseau pointed out tﬁat Fortress Rosecrans wa3
"yery extcnsive", At first, Rousseau had been of the opinion that
it would be test not to try to hold everything. But on mature
consideratinn,'the generai wrota Thcmas, he had "concluded to do
voo [his/ best to hold all", He was making his dispositicns
accordingly. If Thomas would let him, Rousseau wanted to retain -
the 2lst Irndiana Battery. (Tals five-gun battery hHad just reached
Muarfreesbore from Colum%ia.) In addition, Rousseau wanted Thomas
to send him another traln, 61

Replying to Rousseau's communication, Thomas announced
that, for the tims being, he did not intend to send another train
to Murfreesboro.v He was ecnfident that Rousseau would be able’ o
hold Murfreesboro "against any force fHood will be likely to send
against you until we can get éur cavalry ready". Thomas thought
t&o Union eavalry would be ready to take the field within five
days. 62 |

Preparatofy +0 tae evacuation of Tullahoma, General
Milroy issued orders for Colonel Krzyzanowski to report to General
Steedman, Krzyzahowski’s trigade would contime to hold the
Nashville and Chattaonboga Raillrasd from Elk River bridge to

o~

Bridgeport. )

30

B e T T e oot U

R A e LT N

5t

R R B R N Sy

o m—e—— pu————




l On Decsaber 1, Rousseau learned that on the previcus

evening there had been 2 fierce battle at Franklin, Hood's Army
t Tennessce had sought to drive Scofield's army into the Big
peth River. The Rebols had been repulsed but, under the cover
[ darkness, the Yankess had evacuated Franklin and wers falling
lxck upon Hashville., D;J.ring the day, most of General Stcedmzn's
comnand was transferred by raill from Cowan to Ngs_hville.
I The day ‘btefore the battle of Frarklin, General Thowas
ad sent an important téle'rram to General Steedman, Thomasz wanted
eedmin to load the mobile portion of his command sboard trains
lnd rush it to Ccwan, At Cowan, Steedman wuld detrain his men,
g"teedman would see that his soldiers taok position so as to
l\reaten an attack on ths rear of Heod's arny, in case the
Confudarates °truck. for the I-lasi;xville and Chattanocga Railroad, 64
i

Since Steedman had been expecting orders to take the

EE -2k S

eld for several days, he had placed his troops on a star:dby

-

sis, His officers wers therefore able to get their men ready
' take the field on short notice, The officers and men of
st@edman'_ cﬁman.l bad przviously drawn the required emmanition

d rations, As soon zs Steadian passed the word, the unit

.”!manders formed and rastered their comnands. ,65
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In the meantime, Steedman's chief quartermaster had

llled on the officisls of the military railroad to make availlable

14ing stock’ sufficient to transport 5,200 officers and men, and

o tatteries. Ey 2 p. m,, all the soldiers slauted to accompany

Iteed:s.n had been msrched from thelr camps to the Chattanooga

marshaling yards. As rasidly as each trein was loaded, the officer

I.n charge would ery, nA1l aboard". The engineer would pull on the

nrottle and the traln would start up the track. €6 o .

It took the hard-working railroaders approximately 17

l\ours to shift Stezcaan's comm

detraining at Cowan on the morning of the 30th, Steedman's

lbluecae_ts tock poaltion covering the approachcs to the toun, At

3 6 p. m., Steedman recelived anothsr important telegram from Thomxs,

lIt had now become agparent to Thomas that Hood's Rebel army was

Thoras accordingly crdered

I striking dirsctly for Nashville.
67

Stesdman to cush his comaznd to Nashville.

' I Steedman's bluecoats spent the alght of Decenber 1

A reboarding the waiting cars. Peszinning at daybresk, the trains,

i 'One sfter another, pulled out of the Couann yards.
+h Staedman's soldiers aboard fallad

. I when the trains wi

to ranch lurfraes’oro at the scheduled hour, Rousseau btegan to

l fret, Worse, the 1elegraph suddenly went ont of order;

£S2

Rousseau

ix
i

32

and from Chattanooga to Cowan. After

5¢



Fearful

was unable to contact the stations south of Murfreestoro.

lest there had been a wreck, Rouséeau ordered out a construction

train. In case there was a bad break in the track, Rousseaul

planned to use the two trains currently at rurfreastoro 0 shuttle
sgeedman’s trocps on to Nashville.
General

Rougseau's fears, houever, provail unfounied,

o

»

sar{rsesooro aktoard the 1ead train at 12:25 po D

Stecduzn raachad

Detrained,'éteedaan hastened to the dispatcherts office. He

wanied to see if the track wers clear tefore proceeding w

Xashvilie. The dispatcher had gone homs o eat lunch, So Steadman
was compelled to wire Tnonas Tor further 1nstruétions. Within 2
feu wimtes, Steedman had his reply. The road was open., He waz2
to continaé'to Nashvills. IF nightfall, all tut tuwo of the trains

21 through Jurfreestoro. A

mmand aboard had pass
€9

with Steedman's co
¥ delayed these WO until t

plans rogarding the abandonument

break in the trac ne following mOrNLAg.

In %he mezntime, Unlom

\
of tha raillroad bhotween rarfreeskore and the Duck Rivev nad changeds

Following Steedman's arrival in HMurfreastoro, Roussead rmtified

Taomas that h2 wWas roaty to recoccupy thz blockhouses along that |
gection of the railroad. I he falled to hear amything fron

prepared to g ghead with this project.

|
’
:
:
1'|
I
.

Thowas, noussein Was
Rousseau was afraid that Af he delayed ‘too long, Confederate

|
|

- 59
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jrregulars would burn the bridges. 70  Thomas acknowledged

' 'zousseau's comrmnication almost immediately. Rousseau raecelived

the green light to go ahead with his proposal. By nightfall, the

d blockhouses had bteen reoccupled by detachments from the

71

esignate

lllSth Oalo.
0 strong, the

It too‘{ Generzl ilroy's conand, 3,00

Ibetter part of three days to cover the 40 miles from Tullahoma to

By the time Milroy's troops reached Marfreesboro on

Yurfreesboro.
s had succeeded in severing

¢ lthe afternroon of the 2d, the Confederate

iuwfreestoro and Nashville. Reporting

Idr‘ect courminications between
s troops camp

+» Rousseau, Milroy received instructions to have hi

within the confines of Fortress Rosecrans.

During the early part of the night, the sleep of the

;e .

Murfreesnoro Federals was disturbed by tne sound of heavy artillery

fire from the mrthwest. Roussgau telieved that this nolse

indicated one of two things. Eithor the Rebels were attacking the

ologkhouszes on the rallroad bctwnen HMurfreesboro and Hashville,

Nashville perimet.er. Furthermore,

or’ fighting; nad brokan out on the

since conmnicaticns betuwean Hurlfreesboro a.nd Nashville had veen

airaid that the greyclads might have

P ]

interrupted, Rousssal WAS

captured ths Lwo trainloads of Steedman's troops wnlch had left

Murfreesboro that rOTNing. (Cno of the trairs reached Nashville

—-——

safely, while ths other was attacked. ) 73

b
’

‘¢

o

sy sm————r




Motes -- Chapter III

_Hood Invades iiddle Ternesses?

B
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1 0. B., Series I, Vol. XXXIX, pt. IIT, 580.

the Rekellion, U67-L63,
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I2 Ibid.; Dy;er, A Compeniium of
Following his surrender of Winchaster, Virginia, to Lieutenant

i
)
|
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v

lGeneral Richard S, Bwéll's IX Corps of the Army of Morthern
.Virginla on June 15, 1843, HMilroy had been plscad in arrest, Ucon

Ihis release from avrast, ilroy had been assigned to Roussean's

digtrict,
st, ITL, 5C0; Qffigial Hoster of

g 3 Q.-%., 3svies I, Vol,

tho War of the Hekellion,

. I:_Lc; Soldlers of the 3tate of Ohio in
tt
¢

: '1861-1865, (Cincinnati, 1863), 156. The batteries assigned to Vun
Cleve's ‘xJz‘j.'gade were: Battery [, lst Michigan Light Artillery,

ard the 8th Eattery,

T

(Y

I the 12th Tattery, Chio Light fArtillery,

A
Wiseonsin lLizht ArtilIsry. lajor Schultz had bsen placed in

- 8T

Ea hzd

rolisved Lisutsaant Colonzl Walker E. Lawrence.

of the Retsllion, 1157, 1297
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infantry regiments wera: the 6th Kentucky, the 53th and 68th New

York, end the 106th and 180th Ohio, Battery X, 1st Ohio Light
Ikrtillery and the 9th Battery, Ohio Light Artillery, were also
*  agsigned to Xrzyzanowski's brigade.
. Izid,, 500; O. R., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 1202, A
detachment frou the 59th Onio which had not been iustered out of

gservice with the rest of ths regiment was also stationed at

I’I‘ullahoma.
*7 0. R., Series I, Voi, XLV, nt, I, 102G,

l9 ikid., 1029,

Ikid,

-

Rallrosd connecting Stevenson with Decatur, Alabama, had been
Ireoporred for traffic by the Federals in idarch 18&4., Thouas!

igf lheadquartez‘s were in Nashville,

| W12 Inmd,, 1028, ~
: ! .
'13 Ibid:
. U pid,, 1029. The 13th Indiana Cavalry and Qattery D, 1st

Iiﬁssouri ILight Artillery were stationed at Huntsville.

l- 15 Iuid,, 1028,

16 Ivid., 1006-1047, A aaall foree of cavalry remainad at Athens

luntu the night of tha 25th,

L

SN

i

10
Ill Ivid., 1027-10238, The portion of thz Memphls and Charleston

[
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Toid,
1.,
ixid.,

Ty s
2l

10471043,
1048,
1067,

1078~-1071,

Steedman's headquarters were in Chattamooga,

Itid., 1071, MKilroy reported that the two rifled 24%.pounders,

one Z2L-pounder smoothkore, one 12-pounder James rifle, and six 3-

inch ordnance rifles were emnlaced in the fort at Tullchoma.,

In

addition, there was ons l2-pounder howitzer at the Tuek River

bridge and two fie

32

Ipig.

-
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ibild,,
25
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id.,
Akid.,

1071-1072.

1070,

109971130.
1659,
1102,

1101,

id pleces at the Elk River bridge.

Ibid., Milroy inforued Steedman that he had two Anfentry

regiments (the 177th and 173th Chio), one dismounted cavalry

b & &

PR

P s I

‘53

- mewy )

-

-~ e



regiment (the 12th Indiama), and one cavalr—y.regiment (the 5th
"onnessee) with which to contest the Confederates'! advanca.

3 Iuid., 1027, ‘
Itid., 1201, 1102, The 5th Tennessee Cavalry was attached to
".:Jor Censral James H. Wilson's recently constituted Cavalry Corps,
“  HWilitary Division of the Mississippl.
I35 Tvid., 776, 1128. In the attack on Shelbyville, the

nfederates lost one man «~. Captain J. C. Jackson, The

I::ptaln ;aas shot in the mmuth; ths ball lodged in the Jaw, breaking

Ilhe jawtone, '
t

36 Inid., 776, 1127, After crossing the river., the Confederates

4
¥
1§

Incved to Berlin., Sincz manv of hilg men's horses had thrown thelr
b shoes, Cobb haltad his command, Two blacksmith shops were
pressed and the smitha put to work reshoeing the wounts, In the

’

ay's fighting, Cobo reportsd that, in addition to Captain Jackson,

1 he logt thres men - all wounded,

! I57 rid,
38 Ikid,, 1027-1028; fenort of the Id Jutant, Gensral of the State

¢

5 lﬂll,.l_;:;g;. IV (Springfield, 1901), 242. Rousseau, howover, wWaa
© E%%arized to pull Humilton's detachment out of Sheliyville in

[e Case of the approach of. a msjor Confuderate striking force. Tha

i Flat I1llimois had just reached Nazhville ty boat from Paducah,
E xﬂntucky.

!
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9 2. 3.; 3eries I, Yol. XLV, pt. X, ?7?4¢?76. 1153; 9. g., Serles .
I;-Vol. XL, §t. 1T, 67. In addition, Colones Ragsell reported

the captufe4af two enginaes, 28'cars. and a large amount of irdn,
medical, conmlssary, quartermaster, am ordnance stores.

40 2. R., Series I, Vol. Xi7, pt. %, 1152.

41 Inid., 1152-1153.

L2 Ihid., 1153. General A. J. Smith's detachment (three divisions)
of the Arsy of the Tennessse had beon ordered to repo;t to General
Thomas on October 29. At that time, Smith's troops were oPérating
in western ﬁiésouri, near the Kansas btorder. It took over a month
to tranzfer Smith's command from\western Missouri to the Middle

Tennesses thestre of operaticns. Saith's bluecnats reached

inshville on November 30 ard December 1., The tunnel was about two

miles east of Cowan.

43 foid., 'The tuo trains, after teing loaded, wers to proczed to
Chattanooga. )

L4 Ibid., 1153-115%., General Van Cleva and Hajor Jamos D.

Willett of the engineers had accompanied Rougseau on his tour of

_dinspection.

L’S Iﬁil-; 1—151’0’

6 Tuid., 1157,

47 1vid., Four of the ten guns mounted in the Tullahoaa fort were

© m e —
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heavy siege pieces.

48
k9
50
51
52

the 106%th Ohic would proceed to Tullahoma and report to General

56
should be dons with the sutlers' storss.

an desired to inguire whatner any transpo
for the goods of sutlers
occasion numerous 1o
57
58 Ibid., 1187-1183.
5
60 _Thid., 1185, 1183,

Ibid., 115%.
I‘b;d;. uS?O'

Ibid., 1155.
Intd., 1158,

Ixid., 1155.

Ibid. In case Thoma

Qﬁ. v

_I-:r:.j‘g..z [ 1156"’1158 e

Itid., 1187, ¥ilvoy had first broached the question of what

I1bid., 1137.

-

joid.

s wanted the Elk River bridge “abandoned,

e 2T

He had wired Thomas, "I
rtation can be obtained
ard trade stores; if not, it will

to many loyal men." Ibid,, 1186,

Anderson's brigade consisted of: the 12th

Indaana Cavalry (diszounted), the 177th and 178th Ohio Infantry



k
‘
1 o

Regiments, and a detachment of the 53th Chio Infantry.
61 Inid., 1188, _ B
62 Ibid. Evidently, Thomas denied Rosecrans' requesat regarding |
the 21st Indiana Battery. Instead of reaaining at Fortress
Rosecrans, the lndianiang preceasded to lashville,

63 Ipid., 1192-1193. Krzyzanowski's command was posted as S

A i

follows: 308 men of the«106th Ohio, and a 100-man detachment of

smeoeT
- -
e

the lst *Michigan Engineers, were at Elk River Eridge;'the 180th »’fi};m
Ohio, and 45 troopers of the 5th Ternessee Cavalry, were at
Decherd; a 37-man detachment of the 106th Chio was staticned at ,'1f“g

Couwan; the bridge across Gerrard Creek and the tunnel wers watched : vy

Y7 46 m=n Irom the 106th Ghio; detashments totaling 237 officers

a Wi
e ==

ard men froa tae 106th Ohio garrisonad Blockhouses 21-35; 9

e

bluecoats from tha 6th Kentucky occupied Anderson and Bass;

Stevenson was hold by the 58th New York, a detachment of the 105th

Ohio, and Battery X, 1lst Ohio Light Artillery; the Widow!s Creek

bridge was guarded by 20 men frou the 38th New York, The €3th ¥ew . »'f.lﬁ

o

York and the 9th Ohio Battery were stationed at Bridgepcrt, ‘
& Ikid., 1159.
65 Ibid., 1050. | B I

=

66 Itil., 5C2-502, 539. Steedman’s commard consisted of the 1%ih

Ohio Intantry, the 68th Indiana Infantry, the €th Indiara Cavalry i

vii

b1




" (diswounted), the l4th, 16th, and Mith U, S, Colored Infantry,
casual dstachmsnts from the XIV, XVII, and X Arzy Corps, and the
18th Ohio and 20th Indlana Eatteries. -

67 Itid., 503, 510; O. R., Seriss I, Vol. XV, pt. II, 12.13.

€8 9. k., Series I, Vol, XV, pt. II, 12,

69 Iuid., 12-13, 50.

70 Itid., lé.

71 Ibid,

72 Ibid., 13, 50; Dyer, Comgendium of tha 'a’%r of the Rebellion,

73 Q. R,, Series I, Vel, XV, pt, IX, 50.
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TRE HISTORY OF FORTRESY ROsZCRANS '
Chapter IV : : )

The Confederates Xove Against Foriress Rosecrang

The combat-ready division of the Army of Tennesses led

by iajor General William B. B

ate remained at Franklin for 36 hours ' i'ﬂf;&
follouwing the despsrate battle fought there on the last day of : :f?_;
Yoveater, On the rorning of Decomber 2, Bate's soldiérs broke = . . ; 3'4
R N
cazp and started for Hashville, FBefore the column had procseded _ ! .i;t%
: R
very fair, a courier overtook Gensral Bate, He handed Bate a cory éi;ﬁ
oi a message which Géhvral Hood hiad sent o ¥ajor General §, :gj"
Franklin Cheatham, (Thias latéér officor commanded_the corps to ‘ i;ﬁ‘
which Batols diviq}on was agsigned, ) Cheatham, after having ' ;;
endorsed tho commnleation, had forvardad it to Bate, + }?}
I
Glancing at the dispatch, Bate found that he was to take f:?ﬁ
tis divislon and one battary of artillery and move upon : | ;
Karfrecsboro, s troops were to destroy the Nashvills and 'iél
Chattanooga Railroad fromn &urfrsa;boro to Nashville., The .;
blockhouses which the Foderals had eracted Tor the protection of / ~.ﬁ ;
the wital railraad were to bs reduced and the bridges burned. o
Shortly_thereafter, a staff oflicepr rode up and told General Bate )




.
L ’
i I N

on had besn

at Colonal Benjamin J. Hill and 150 cavalxym

directed to co-operata with his column,

I The capable Bato immediately moved to carry out Hood's

trustionsg, After halting his trocps, Rato had then retrace

2ir steps, Re-entering Feanklin, the head of the column turned

to tho Triune road. Barore the infantrymen had gone very far,
they were overtaxen ty the crack 5th Company, Washington Light

tillery. The louisiana artillerists with their three guns had

been detalled by Colonel Melancthon Smith, Cheatham's chief of

tillery, to accompaiy tne expedition. By dusk Bate's soldlers

ra ot Triune, whers they spant the niznt. At thisz stags of the

a’cem‘ lict, the Confederacy was wn 4ts tuilizht, Bate'’s once

lcrmidablo commaiyi had teen reduced to about 1,600 officers and

men, This figur= snsluded Hill's troopers and the louilslana

lrtillerlste .

On the 2d, Bute turned nis command out al an early nour.

i 43 goon as the greyclads had eaten their Lreakfasl, they ware

'rdered ts> £all. in, hen the march was resured, the column swung

{ to the leit and headed up the Nolenaville pike. Sevsral miles

Imr‘uh of Triune, Bats turnsd nis soldlers lnto Dols Jack road,

Unlike tho pli2, ths Tols Jack road was not macadamized and the

advance wos slowed. Higubfall found the Coufederates camped at
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w#llkinson's Cross-Roads. Bate had sucezeded in penetrating to

[ l f
1 v

L e e —

within six miles of PMurfreestoro withoutl encountering a
<

opposition, Furthersorse, an luproved road (the Wilkinson pike)

e e ~

alfferded the Confederates an excelleni line of advance 4in case
u R .

they chose to attack Fortress Posecrans. ) . R T

It was after dark before Bale heard anything frowm Hood, ‘ o

when ne 4id, the message was dated the 2d, Twenty-four hours had e

-
-

elapsed vetween the tims the courier had left Hood's headquarters JETR
end the time he had ridden up to Bate's comsand post, Hood ;“

inforamed Bate that hs had learned from several clvilians that : ';-: E»

therz were "some 5,000 Yznkees at Murfreesborough", In view of

this devslsoakatl {iwocd had exgected the Fedevals to pull out of RTINS

-

D o . ~ BRI 1%
Hurfreesboro in the face of his advance on Hashville,), the aray R

T

commander notified Date that General Forrest wacs under orders to
sond cavalry to his assistance, DBate, however, was cautliocned to : ,
act according to hig own judgment, in view of the continued , f'w

occupation of Murfreescors by the Federals, At 211 times, Hood

g

{
1
edmonished, Balo smust remesnker his otjective, which way to destroy ' “?H

the railroad, 2 RS

-

In the meantime, scsuting partles from Colonel Eill'g

mounted comnand had been recornoilering the approaches to RIS
) .

Murfraesboro. From several of the wore talkative inhabitants, the

-
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seouts Jearncd that a strong Union fores, estimated at trrom 6,060

to 10,000 strong, held Murfreesbtoro. Genoral Rougseau was
ydentifisd as the comnarder of the Union garrison. Sinco RBate hzd
tean led W0 believe that vurfraestero had teen evacuated, he wWas
anderstanrdably disturbted by this news. Wishing to get ticod's
reaction to ihis intelligence, Bate forucrded the naows to his
superior on the sorning of tha 4th,

{ensral Forrest hzgd erossed the Big Karpetn River at
daybreak on Dacenber 1, 'twenf.y«-four hours ahead of Bate's comuartd.
tccompanied by Eriga&iet' cenerals Abruhan Buford's and Willism H,
Jackson's hard-riding divisions, Forres advance.d up the Wilzon
plka, At Guen's Cross-toads, Yorreatts column found part oi
Colenel Rovert . St;mmt‘a Cnion cavalry krigads, Stewartts
bluecoats had been detailed by Hajor Genwral Janes ., Wllzon to
cover the wiindrawal of General Schofield's arwy into the
Fashville defenses, Since tho Tarkees seened disposed to dispute
M3 advance, Gensral Toyregh ordered Caprain John W, Herton to
h-a‘:e his cannonsers unlirXer their four guns. As coon as the
artillerists had softsned up she Lorthernzvs' powsitien, Forrest

directed Suferd to cherge. Surging to the attnck, Duford's

troocers seattered tha 1litn Irdisuna Cavslry. Colonel Stawart had

[

glven the Indianinns the task of holding the croseroads., In the

!
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mopping w3 operations which ensued, Mfordis greyclads captured

7

several of the Pedeirals.

After bresking contact with the Rebels, Stevort's

cavalrymen fell back on Brentwood. Heve, they rejoined Wilson's
COrys., Fro# Speatwood, Wilsen's command proceeded to Thonpgson'a
Chapel on tne Yolensville pike. After placing his wen in
defensive positions, Wilson permitte& them to camp for the night.

Reveille soundad in the canps df ths Unlon cavalry at an
early hour on the 2&. After the uwen had eaten; they were formed
end maatered, .It 4es not yet daylight when the troopers movsd‘cut
ard turned into the voiensville pike. After passing throuzh the
earthiorks whiﬁh guardec the aporoaches to Liashville, Vilson
haltcd'his comnand and reported to General Thomes, late in the
aftornoon, Wilson, in accordance’with Thomas' dnstructlons,
erossed hig corps to the north side of the Cumberland River.
Reaching the right bank of tho river, wWilson's troopers halted and
bivouacked in and arourd Edgefield.

General Forrest's other eavalry division (Brigadier
G;rxeral James R, Chalrmers') had forded the Bilg Harpeth River
beloy Franklin on-the lst. Galning the Hillsbvoro plike, Chaluers'
troopers forged rapidiy ahcad. Torrast's plaa of operations

Called for the two Coniedsorats mounted colunns (his oun and
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Ihalmers ) toscenverge on Brentwoed. The Confederate leader felt

¢ that, if this neneuver wers sucaegsful, he wight be atle to cut ' . .

d lff and destroy a poriion of Schofielidis army. At this time, ths

iebel cavairyuan knes that the Unlon infantry was in full retreal L

» the Franklin pwke When the head of his column reached a point ‘ S

lon the Hillstoro pike opposgite npantwond, Chalmers called a Yriefl

halt, Leavlng the Hillstoro plke, Ghalmers' troopers headed . i,

[

i

i 9 . i
Ieastward, moving cross-countiry toward Ireatwood. R AR
| After having forced Stewart's bluecoata to atandon Cwen's

ICross-?ioads, Forrest contirmed nls advance up the Wilson pike., AL A ". §
Sk

Prentwoed, rForresi's and Chalmors!' ¢olumn3 rerdezvoused, “The P

Confeieratas, howevel, werse disappointed to learn on quastioning
the ‘nhabitants thabt the laszt of Schofield's infantry had passad

up the Franklin plie several ho*.n;s before. ' .
I Apparently undaunte »d, Forrest dntprmined to maka one

2ira) effort to overtake the Yankaes, Chalmers would pursue the

bluscoats diractly up the Franklin pike; Forrest, with Bufcrd's

and Jackson's divisions, would again swing to the sast. By .

utilizing the Holensvilla plke, .?:".')I‘z-rs:st twped to recch tne

o

Kasnville defanses ahcad of Sehol: 501dls rear geard., I he were

8uceonsiwl. in hls race with the Federals, Forrest could turn nis

) RS
Con y 4 10 IR AR
mmand to the west and Llocl the Franzlin pike. v”""f‘ -
: ’ . g ", |
6 ~ e
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Forrest's master plan, however, was doomed to fail. The
Federals had too long a head start, Even before Forrest's column
reached thé Kolensville pike, the general's scouts informed hiin
that the last of.Schcfield’s infantry had entered the Nashvrille
perinetor, ?ollowing the receint of this neus, FYorrest permitted
Buford's and Jacitson's troopers to bivouac for the night, 1In the

meantime, Chalmars' greyclads had penetrated to within four nmiles

of the fortifieations guzrding the approach te Nashville,

Rexlizing that the Tankees had won the race for Nashville, Chalmers'
cavilrymen halted and camped on either side of the Franklin pike. 11

Tha naxt morning {the 2d), Forrest lissued instructlons for

"

Chalgars.to shift his division to the left and biockade ths
Eillsboro ard Hordin pikes., At the same time, Forrest planned to
swing o the east witn Buford'ls and Jackson's divisiouns, Forrest
would'usa‘the troopers of these two combat-wise commands to cut
comminications betuween Nashville and Hurireestoro,

Larly on the 2d, Forrest had his colurn on the road.

Advancing rapidly ug the Nolensville pike, Forrest's troopers

arrived in front of ihe Nashville dafense. The Rebel horsenen had

reached this polnt shortly after the last of Wilson's Uainn

troogers had ontered the fortifications. From thelr vosition on

the hills scutheasl of tho city, the greyclads could distinetly

S *




ges the state capitol. Pending the arrival of Hood's infantry arsd

A

artil{eny, Forrest prepared to drive in the Federazl outposis.
General Baford was directed to proceed to Hiil Croek, EBuford's
troopers were to iake position near the Insane Asylum and guard
the hashvills-Murfreeshoro, pike. dJackson's division would remain
where it was and watch the Nolensville pike, 13 ‘

While en route to the Insane Asylum.'Buford's buttermits
croesed the Nashville and Chattancoga Railroad. = After cutting the
telegraph, Buford organizeﬁ and detacned a. coirbat team, This
group was given the task of capturing and burning the Union
blocknouses which gnarded ths three railread bridges acress Mill
Creek. Following the depacture of thz combat teas, Furord used -
the remainder of his divisicn to establish a roadtlock on the
Rashville-iiarfreesvore pike, W

Pending the arrival of Hood's soldiers, General Chalmers
deterinined to use one of his brigaodes, Coloncl Edsund Y. Rucker's,
to hold the franklin pike. Chalmers' other brigéde, led by

Colonel Jacch B. Biffle, was sent to blockade the Hillsboro and

Hardin pikes, Biffle's and Rucker's troopers encecuntered no

B
.

onpositicn in carrying out their assigrmecnts, 15

T
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One of the two wralns with units frow Steedman's command
whxéh haa besn dslayed reached Kashvillae hei‘oz:e Puford's troopers .
'lcut the rallroad, The second train, carrying the 44th U, S,
| Colered Infantry and Companies A and D, 14th U. S, Colored
Irfantry, was not so fortunate. Doth teains had Teen held up at
Murfreesbor;) as a result cf a derailn'xent. Colc;nel Lewis Johnson
of the Lith U, S. Colored Infantry was in chargg of ths secord
lt.z-ain. Ly the rorning of the 2d, the railrcad repair creuws,
assisted'by fatigus parties deatailled by Colonel Johnson, had the

1

englne and cars back on the tracks, As socon as the locomotive had

tuilt up a head of steam, the train pulled away froo Marfrecstoro

: -,
3‘ 2l headad for Fashville., 9
: l The blockhouse schedulsd to be attacked first by Buford’s

" .

. combat team was held bty a detachwment from the 115th Chio comnandad

. @ty hard-bitten Lieaterant Ggorze D, Hartcr, Tnis stockade, th=2

-y
d

s2cond one mouth of Nash

L

<
=4

le, was knowm as Blouckhouse No, 2., It

was designed Lo comwand thez widdle one of the thrse railroszd

32

Ib‘ridges whlch egpanmned woandsring #ill Crezsk within a mile. 17
N About 11 =z, in. on thoe 24, ithe Llockouts at Blockhouss Xo.

lZ reported to Lieunbtorant liarter thil a lurge number of unidentified

T i - -

rarscnxen were aporeaching.  Trzining his field glassas on the

9

e
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ewcaiiera, thes lisutenant observed that a large mumcer of thea

S,

rsezen deployed end slowly tegan to surround the blockhouse.

Before tho cavalrymoen could complete thweir dnvestuent of the

were deployed near the blockhouse, he shouted for the engiheer to

l:rocecd with caution, The train accordingly approached the
blockhouse very slowly., Juct as the engine puiled on to the

ridge, a masked battery rosvsd into action, Hits were scored

'he locomotive and the first car. Several wmen were wounded and

the engine disabled. Colorel Johnzon yealized that it would be

"uicidal for his ticops to remain avoard the erowded cars, s

bellowed instructions for hiz men to detrain and take sover in the
tockads, Since he had not sssu dny signs of Lieutenant Harter or

iz soldiers, the colonsl believed that the blockhouse had been

#bzndenacd. Leaping off the cars, the Kegices and their white

lfficers raced toward the little fort.,

4.

Upon reaching the stocicade,

iflism:-yecl to find it occupied By Lisutenant ilarter's detachment,

)

ere ¢lad in Federal garb, As the anxious Yankees watchad, ihe

3 ‘tocl-:ade, the shrill whistle o2 an enging wis heard. when the

3

! ain puffed into view, tun2 Cninans wWeres cheered to dizcover that
ki - .

| 18

] t was lozded with Negro soldiers,

3 - .

i l “hen Colonel Johnson saw that a large number of horscmen

the colonel and nis mzmen wero
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one look convinced Colonel Johnson that there was insufficient

|
|

poon in the blockhouse to éhelter botn the Nhicans ard his 350 men.

To make matiers wWOrse, tne Confederate artillerists now turnad .

their guns on the fort., The eslonel was gcmpelled to form his : i
trocps aroursl tha blockhous2,.

wWwhile his officers were rallying their men, Colonel ) S

Johneon made a hasty recoonaissance. ke observed that a high hill R

50¢ yards east of the railroad dominated the stcckade. A muaber

of Euford's dismounted troopers had already taken possession of . vl

the hill. From this comnanding position, they sniped away at the

Federals., dJohnson was convinced that if his men were to estape o
. -

conld have to selze the strategic hild, He . A

annihilation, tney

ordered a strong detachmiont te rush tho Rebel sharpshooters. The

blnecoats were reoulsed in their effort to carry the crest. .

ok
Undeunted, Johnson had his soldizrs take cover on the lower slope. oy
Here the Negroes dug in. logzs and stumps were used as breastworks : ﬁ‘}

ty the descerate Federals. Protected by their improvised

fortifications, the Yankeeg reiurned the Confederates' fire. 20
t
After several hours' heavy fighting some of Jounson's . -:,y
e

subordirates appreached tha colonel, ibey told him that their i

soldiers nad almost exsausted the L0 rounds which they ecarried in

their cartridge-boxes. Johrson promptly relayed this information

11
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??l.‘Lleutehant Harter. The lieutenant ordered his ordnance
lsergeant to give Johnsun's command 2,000 rounds., After this

fl’.mun‘ltion had teen distrituted, it enabled the Regroes to hold

_i i:t in the face of the heavy pressure being constantly exerted by

e Confederates. During the afterroon, Puford's dismeunted

IOOpers launched several sharp attacks on the bluecoats., These

‘thrusts were easily beaten off. 21 -
I All the wnile, the Rebel cannoneers éontjnued 1o shell
e blockhouse. In an effort to knock out the defenders, the

*
tillerists sought to wheel their pieces closer to the stockade,

l".e well-directed fire of ths blueclads, however, forced the
Southernsrs to shift their picces frequently. Flnally, about 5
’l. n,, the tutternut cannoneers succzeded in manhardling one of
their guns into position on tie hill east of the railroad, After
oading the canton, they puzhed it to the crest. It was sighted
fired, The recoil threw the gun back ocut of sight, After
Toloading, the artillerists pushed the gun back into battefy anc

Ihe operation wac repeated., The entlire procedure was carried out

89 rapidly that th2 Federals wers unable to concentrate a sufficient

-

olure 0f snall-zrms £ire on the crew to disconcert thelir alnm.

ithin a few minutes, the Confederate gunners had kneoked the

1 12

kout tower to plsesg., lNext, they foc:uséd their attention on

Yo
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the blockhouse. Shell after shell struck thégbuilding; é‘number
peretrated tha heavy timbers. Cue shell expleded inside the
blockhouse, killing the railroad conductor ard wounding severzl c2
Lieutenznt Harter's Ohivans. 22 |

Fortunately for the blueccats, darkness socon blankets=3
the area., Although the Confederate artillerists ceased firing,
the disﬁounted'troopers contim=d to baﬁg 2437 .- Under the cover
of night, Colonéi Johinson regroupsd his ccmaand, Except for the
soldiers detailed to man a line of outposts, the bluecoats fell
back to the blockhoﬁse. Inspecting his troops, Johnson ﬁas

ghocked to learn thst there was very little amruniticn left, ==

thereforz warned nis men o hold their fire, They were to reserve

.

the few rounds remaining in their cartridge-boxes for uss during
the asszult whlch Johnseon antieipated, |

In the meantime, Lisutenant Harter had made an
inspection of the damage to the stockade. He found that the
Confederate bombardment had reducad the.blockhause to a "ruinovs
®ndition", Murthermore, the lieutenant's command was alzo
®nfronted by an ammunition shortage. Harter imzediately

Comunicated this distressing information ts Colonel Jolinson.

Upon evaluating the availlable inforaation, Johnson

s

13
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idrsady, tae defense of

| udecided that his posiition wWas hopeless.

Ithe stockade had cost the Yederals one-third of thelr strengih.

' (0f the 332 officers and man encagzed, 12 had poen killed, 96

.) Johnson determined to evacuate the

wourded, and 57 were mizaing

l blockhousa and try to fight his way through to Nashville.,

femerbering Fori 31low, Johnsan Tfelt thot, should the atockzd2 be

el

taken bty assaull or surrender, "a butchrery would follow". In

additicn, the solonel believed that, if it were possible for the
Nashville Federals to semd reinforcements, they would have alre=dy

errived, Orders uvere 1ssued to abandon the fort,

At 3:30 a. m., the Federals lefl ths blockhouse,

wsonts fears, tha pluccoats causht the

Contrary to Colorel Johnso

Confederates nayping. Ubserving the strictest silence, thar
passed through tha Reokal lines without belng challenged. The rest

Colonal Johnsen'ts and Lieuteonant

of the march wWas uneveantiul,

Herter's troops ontered the Kashville porimeter abtout daybraak.

It way late on the afternoon of +the 2d when Hnod's

fnfantey ard artillery reacned the Nashville area. Moving Anto
J S . 3

P2}
ha

¢

their dszignated positions in front of the MNashvilie defenses,

Confederates began v entrench. Lieutenznt General Stephen D. lLee's

pU
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Corps was posted in the center, 1ts center resting astride the

Franklin pike, Iieutenant General Alexander P. Stewart's Corps

was stationed on the left; Major General B, Franklin Cheathan's
held the right, 27

With the srrival of lood's infantry, Forrest's trcogers
conld be relieved of the necessity of having to watch tne Nashville
perimeter, Hood accordingly ihformed nis cavalry leader that '
he was to attack the Union communication iinés. 4 strong mounted
force would be sent to operate "upon the railrcad, block-houses,
and teiagrahh lines® connectling Nashviile with Murfreesboro. In
addition, F,rres£'s troozors wev: [ sed if thzy could interfers
with Union shipning on the Cuﬁberland River below Mashville,
Apparently, Hood did not know fhat a strong combat team from
Bufordts division had already attacked Blockhouse No. 2, 28

Atldaybreak on the 2d, Buford's cavairymeﬁ prepared to
renew thelr attack on the stockads. ‘dhen the.bluecoats failed to
return their {irs, Coufederate skirmishers advanced to investigate.
To their chagrin, the Southerners discovercd that the Iankées had
escapad during thaz night. After putting the torch to the battered
blockhouse, tha railroéd tridage across Mill Creek, and the

abandoned train, the sSouthsrnsrs prepaved to nove agalnst

Blockhouse No, 1. 29 .

15
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A 110-man detachment frox the 115th Ohlo commanded by
Licutenant Jacob N. Shaffer garrisoned Blockhousze Mo, L. This
stockade was locuated on the railroad four miles from Kasnaville,

»

loclkthouse Mo, 1 was cnly a mile froum Blockhouse Fo. 2z, 1t

t

Since
appears ithat Colonesl Johnsan'did not warn Lieutenant Shaffer when
he retired into the Nashvilie defenses. rurthermore, Johnson's
troopers must have bypassed Elockhcuse ko, l'when they retreated,
tecause Shaffer's soldlers made no effort to escape until it was
too latae, 20 : '
Visiting Buford's command post nzar the Insane Asylum on

the worninz of the 3d, Forrest directed the division commarder to

gerdd one ol his brigades azalnst Blockhouse lo. 1, while thz other

attacked Blockhoure tic, 3. Puford moved promptly to carry out
Farrest's instructlons, Strikipg swiftly, the Rsbels surréundcd
the two blockhouses: | |

Aftor investing Blockho&se No, 1 the Southernsrs sent
férward o truce party to demand its surrender. Licutsnant
Shaffer refused.. To soilten up the defenders, Captain Morten
orderad his artillery into positica, Unllubering their pieces,
the Tennessee cannoncers began to hamner away at the stockade with
shot and shells The Yankees replied with their small-arms,

Whenover  tha Fedexrals’ fire seemed to slacken, a Southern officer

94
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would rida forward with a white flag to gee if they were ready to i

N

lay down their arms, Cun three different occasions, the rugged . _ .
lieutenant rejected the Rebels' terms, By late afternoon, the :'
Ohioans' morale faltered. Desplte their prolonged resistance, it 'i“
apveared to thes that they had been sbandoned Ey their frierds, 3 h if

The blockhouse hzd been pounded to pleces, aml ten of their

comrades were dead and another 20 wounded, When the butternuts

sent in their £3fth flag of the day, Lieutenant Shaffer surrendered

his command, After burning the blockhouse and ths railroad bridge,

the Confederatesg feturued to their camp at the Insane Asylum.

Céptain Denning . lowrey was in charge of the 32 men

s e e A i S Rty G Cam ke e T

from the 115th Chio cﬁarged uwith the cdefense of Blockhouss Ho, 3,

-

R 4

This stockade was located near Antloch. Surrounding the blockhouse, .
) | : S
Buford's men sought to parley with the Yankees. Captain ILowrey

[

et a—q’t.#,f'—%’»

refused to listen tc the Confederates! proposals. Rebuffed in A

thelr efforts to talk the bluecoats into giving up, the Rebels

brougint up their artillery. The cannoneers quickly placed their

T AT Sme ol e .

- TED TUNECT e
.
-

Pleces in battery and opened fire. In a successful effort to

protoct themselves fir¢m the Union sharpshooters, the Southerners ' L

v
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i
R
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N
1
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o
v

! ,\‘ ’
; l threw vp breastuworks in front of their field pleces. Evidently, S |
01 .' ’i,( A
: l the artillerists wezre getting short of ammnition, because they
. . o o 3,
. . 4
seamed raluctant to smother the defendors under a storm of shot et
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and shell, After holding out for 36 hours, Captain lowrey

surrerdered to General Duford, During the siege, the blockhouse

had been struck by $0 projectiles, 32
One of Genseral Jackson's two brigades, Brigadier General

1awrence S. Ross', was enjaged on the 3d. Ross' troopers had

taken position on the 2d astride the Nolensville piike; outposts

were pushed to within three miles of Nashville, To Ross' front

was a line of rifle pits. Ross, on tne morning of the 3d, .

determined to make a forced reconnaissance to gsee if the Unlonists

neld these works in strength. Two squadrons of the 6th Texas

Cavalry were dismounted and deployed as skirmishers. Wwhen they

advanced, ths Texans discovered that the entirenchments were held

by a line of outposts.. The Union pickets fell back, however,

before the Texans were able to close with them. Shortly thereafter,

Ross’ troopers were relieved bty one of Stewart's infantry units.

Retiring to their caup, Ross' Texans rejcined Jacksén's division. 3
On the morning of the 4th, Forrest received a fresh set

of instructions irom Gencral licod. de was to zove on Murfressboro

with Buford's and jackson's divisions., Two hundred and fifty

troopers were to be left behind to picket the countryside between

the Nashville pike and the Custerland River when Forrest marched

toward Murireesboro. After relaying this information to Euford

18
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rd dachson, Forrest issued orders detaching Colonel Gzarge Al

Fixon's Tennessea Cavalry Regiment., Nixon's troopers had drawn
the assigmment of guarding the right flank of Hood's army. Since
the advance on lvhxrrréesboro was scneduled for the morning of the
5th, Jackson's division and the remainder of Puford's spent a
quiet day resting and 2llowing their mounts te recoup their
strength, Ammunition was issued, and the men prepared the
customary three days' rations. H

| Before daybreak on the 5th, reveille sounded in the
cavalry encampments., After the troopers had eaten a hasty
rreakfast, the units were formed and mustered, "Boots and Saddlesg"
sounded, and the greyclads quickly swung into their saddles,
Moving quietly out of thaii co-ips, the tuo divisions neszded for

Lavergne. Forrest!s line of advance was the Nashville-lurfreestoro

a---

plke. After crossing burricane Creek, Forrest called a brief halt.

Calling for General Jackson, Forrest told him to take his division

to the west of laovergne and attack the redoubt which the'Federals
had thrown up on a commanding hill, At the same tine, Forrest

§ would wcve against the Lavergne blockhouse with Buford's division.
4 This blockhouse had been designed to affort protesction for the
railrcad bridge spanning Hurricans Craek, 35

A detachment frow the 115th Chio was based at Lavergne.

Captain Lewls F. Hake was in command of the garrison, Late on the
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svening of the 4th, a scout reached Lavergne with a message f 
addressed to the comrandant. This dispatch was from General
Thomas. Glancing at the communication, Captain Hake learned that
H the Federals were to abandon all the blockhwuses bétween
¥urfreesboro and hashville, Ths garrisons were to be withdrawn
to Hurfresstoro. what especially trouvblsd the captain was the
knovWledge that Thomas' order had been drafted cn the lst. It had
taken three days to reach him, At daybreak, Captain Hake ctarted

couriers down the railrcad in toth directicns to relay the corntents

of Thomas® communication to the commanders of the various

blockhouses. If Hske had known it, there was no need to send a
man tousrd Xasnville, By the morning of the 5th, Forrest's grim
troopers had already put the torch to the thrue blockhouses along

the right of way in that direction. 36

[ | 5 -
o T S Bt D i Sl

Before the detachment of the 115th Ohio commanded by

Sergeant William McKinrey could evacuate Blockhouse do. L, Buford's

s e,
e R e Ao

e

division had swept into view, After surrounding ths fort, Buford

sent a staff officer with a white flag to demand the Yankees'

surrerder. Counvinced that resistance was impossible, the sergeant
told his men to ground their arams. 4After turning his prisoners ﬁ';‘
over to tha provest marshal, Bulord had his trooﬁers burn the !

blockhcuss and the rallroad bridge across gurricane Creek, 7 ' - R
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In the meantime, Jackson's cavalrymen had encircled the

redoubt on the hill overlooking lavergne. At this hour,,Cap‘tain

Jlﬁlake's Ohloans were busy loading their gear on wagons, creparatory
b

1 to starting for Marfreesboro. Jackson sent forward one of his

; Iaides ond eeveral men to demznd that the Federals give up. In

response to a shout from Captain Hake not to come any closer, the

lConfedcrate truce party halted. Iieutenant John Eadlie was sent 1o
l £ind out the Joutherners' demands. |
‘.'Fnil;a the Union officer was conferring with the Rebels,
l the greyclad avtillerists took advantage of the temporary cessation
of hostilities to unlimber four of their guns close to the
M o.rthucrk. from this sosition, ths cannoneers would be able to
comiznd the redoubt, in cage the Yankees rejected Jackson's denands.
L\ This laft Captain Hake with only two alternatives -- capitulation
or annihilation., The captain chose the former, In addition to his
72 officers and men, Hak9 surrendered two field piecas (ons 6- and
ane 12-2cunder), 25 horses, sevaral wagons, and 2 considerable
surply of cr:-sv-:ﬁssarya xnd quartermaster stores. Before pressing on
toward Smyrna, Forvest's troopers turned a number of barracks.
These buildings had becn raised by th2 Federals to quarter the

28

soldiers stationed in the: lavergne arca.
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THdY BISTORTY CF FORTRESS R0SECRANS

H0teg we Chapter IV

The Confederates nvs Azalnst Fortress Rosecrans

1 G Re, Series I, Vol, L, pot. I, 74,

ok
£ E

P g

5
. "*

.

4, Ceneral Hocd, on the afternoon of the 2d, had establlished

N
B

his hoadquarters at Uverton's, slx miles south of HNashville,
6 Ihid.
udide, 560, 753; Jonn Al yeth, Life of ldeutenant-General

Kathan Dedford Forrest, (Jew York, 1899), £47; Q. R., Serles I,
Vol. XIV, pt. Ii, 10. ‘

8 Q. R., Series I, Yoi. XLV, pt. I, 5€0.

9 Inid., 28-.

1C Ibid., 7H-FiM. |

1 id. .

12 iRide, ¥

13 g. 2., Serisa [, Vol, ¥19, pt. I, 754

AR RASIS TN 0, 63‘3-- ?EJ'(’:‘O

15 Imlg., 765
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16 ©. R., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 5R0.
17 Ikid., 63%; Q. R., Series III, Vol. V¥, 935.

18 C. R., Series I, Vol. Xi¥, pt. I, 550, 631.

20 Ixad., skC-54l, €31,

21 Inid., 541, 631,

22 Ibid., 541, 631-632.

23 Iuid., 5%1. Johnson found that, on the average, his men had
only four rounds left in tnelr cartridge-boxes. |

2y Ivid., S41, 632, The north wing of ths blockhouse had been
destroyed; the outcside easing of the west wihg was badly damnaged;
thé iockout was gone, Two larga breacuss had teen pourndad in the

roof; ons of the Dosts - the main support of the roof -« was

kmoeked out, while the olier hai been budly splintered, Ikid,.,

632, '

25 Jrid., 5%, Colonel Johnson‘listed‘the ininn losses as:
Corand $illed Mounded Missing Totsl

Lhth U. 3. Colored Infantry 8 35 39 82

¥

Comoanies A and D, Wsth U, S,

Colared Inlantry 2 5 18 25
Tetachwers, 115%h Ohio Infantry 2 £ — 8
Total: 12 L6 57 ns




26 Zhid., 541, €32.

27 ibid., 671,

28 ‘wWyeth, Life of General H. B. Forrest, 547; 2. Z., Series I,
vol. ALV, pt. I, 754,

29 Q. {., Series I, Yol, XLV, pt. I, 754,

30 Ikid., 632; fester of Shio Soldlers, sax of tha Betellion, Vol,
yIII, (Cincinnati, 1888), 1€, Blockhouse No., 1l sheltered tha
garrison charged with the protection of tae northernmost railroad
bridge across Mill Creek,

31 g. 1,, Series I, Vol, XLV, pt. I, 632, 754,

32 Jkid. .t
53 Lodd., 771

% Ieid., 755 “yeth, LAfs of Genersl N. B. Forzest, 548,

35 Q. R., Serdies I, Vol. Xi¥, pt. I, 755.

36 Zoid., 632,

37 Itid., 632, 755; Wyeth, Ii "4* ¢f General N, R, Torrest, 548,
Neither Forrest nor the Federals made a report of thé nusber of
man in Sergeant lciinney's comaand.

28 Q. R., Series I, Vol., XI¥, pt. I, 632, 755.
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[ Trm KISTIRY OF FORTRESS RCSECRANS

Chapnter V

5 The Attack on Blockhouse No, 7

A 7 a¢ m. on tha Lih, Gensral Pata's division broks
camp. Leaving Wilkinson's (rcss-Roads, Bate's greyclads tramped
. swiftly up the Florence road. The head of Bate's column struck

tne Hasaville pike a short Jdistonce west of Overall Crezk, five

ard one-half milsa from MarIireesktoro.
! Bate's otject in making thiz move was fourfold. First,
he wanted ic place his suzll divis;on between ths Murfreasturo
ancees and Hashvilie, Zate «zs afeaid that 4f he had remained at
Ailxinson's Cross-Roads, Rousgsean's troops might have advanced :

1

out of Fortress Rosecrans and secarated his command from General l
Joodis army. RNow, if he were attacked Ly 2 sugerior fcree, Rate |
reasoﬁed, he conld retire on the Army of Tennessee. Second, his '
new position no the Mashville pike would enmable Bate to esver the
right wing of Heod's army. Thicd, his division was now astride
tho Nashville ond Chattanooga Nailrozd, In accordance with Hoecd's ;
orders, fatlgué oartias would soon ke hard at work tearing up rails

and curning Lridges, Firally, Sate's sosition on the Fashvills
%1 L) &

dlra would facilitate a dunctiosn with the mounted force which Hood
. ~
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pad directed Forrest to send to his assistance,

wWhen Bate transferred his intantry and artillery from
#ilkinson's Crosg-Reads to the Nashville pike, he called in Colonel
gill's cavalry. Hill's troopers were assigned a dual mission.
resides keeding EBite inforaed of the vederals' activities, they
were to demonstrate against the Union ocutposts on the Salem and
Willkinson plkes. 2

Atter reazching the Xasnville pike, Bate proceeded to
deploy his division, Three regiments of Colonel Rotert Bullock's
Florida trigade were forwed into line of battle athwart the
railroad and the oike. Buliock's fourth regiment (the 6th Florida)
was detzehad snd given the tasg of guarding tha division train,
Covered bty a strong skirmish iines, the Florids infantrymen swept
toward Overall Creek, A few Unleon pickets belonging to the 5th
Tennesses Cavalry (Unicn) were flushed and driven in iy the
?1oridians' advance, Dallock!s greyeclads encountered litile
difticulty in reaching Overall Creek.

Since Bate did not want to rish s general engagement with
the bilg Union yarrison reportedly stationed in Fortress Rosecrans,
ne ordered Mailock not to try to force a crossing., Instead, the
threa 12~pounder Napolecns of the Wash invton Artillery were brought

forward and placed in battery on the brow of a commanding hill
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potween the pike end the rallroad. As soon as his cannoneers had

unlimbered their pieces, lieutenant J, Adolph Chalaron directed '}
them to shell the blockhouse on the east side of the creek. This ?
stockade, known as Blockhouse No, 7, had teen erected by the !
vederals to guard the railrcad bridge which spanned Overall Creek i
2t this point, Bulloci's soldiers were to protect the guns in '
czse of a Yankee sortie, 3 .

On=2 of his two remaining briéades. Brigadier General i
Thomas B. Smith's, Bate placed in reserve, If it became necessary, g
Suith's troops would be rushed to Bullock's assistance, Z2Zrigadier

General Henry R. Jackson's Georgla brigade was organized into

I demylilion teans and put to work wrecking the rallroad,

At this time, Blockhouse No, 7 was occupied by a

|

detachﬁent of the 115th Ohio commnanded by hard-bitten lLieutenant J
Henry A, Glosser. It was about 1l a. m. when the threec Rebel |
field pieces roarzd into action. The Confederate artillerists f@

h zoon found ths range and numerous direct hlts'were scored on the 'J :
tlockhcuse. - gn“{

Forturately for the garrison, relief was not long in .

4 couing. ©n the previous evening, Gereral Rousseau had summoned

Coionel Gilbvert M. L. Johnsen of the 13ih Indiana Cavalry to his

' headquarters, Since the morning of the 2d, 'when cormmunications
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nad beén cut, Roussaau had heard nothing from Nashville, He

therafore wanted Johnson to take four companies of his iegimant

and march to lavergre. Aftar thorouzhly reconnoltering the

lavergne area, the Indianians were to return to Foriress

Rocacrans on the Gih,
The wmorning cf ihe 4th was well along before the

Iﬁdianians had completed their preparations and were ready to take

the fisld, ‘Mhen notified by his sctordinates that their troopers

yere ready to march, Johnson nad nis bugler sound "Zoots ard

Saddlea™s Sﬂinging ipto their saddles, the bluecoated cavalrymen

rode cut of the fortress and turned into the Nashville pike, Abcu?

tnren miles northwest of Fertrass Koseerans, Colonel Johnson's
vanguard spotted several horsenmen riding rapidly toward theu.
Hailing Jochasen'a column, the newcomérs. who proved to te mezbers
¢t tha 5th Tennessee Cavalry (Unicny, teld the Indianians that a
strong forse cf Rebtel infantry had driven them across Overall Creeck,

Jonason decided to test the strength of the Confederate

sdvance. Ho orderad the lsader of the Tennesseesns to deploy nis

men as skirrishers on the left of the pike. At the sane time,
Johnson thsow. out ona of his companies on the right. Coversd by
thisz silroish iine, the Federal cavalrymen preseed foruard,

Dofere resching Overall Creek, which was atcut & mile
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away, Johnsen's command encountared a mumber of greyclad scouts. %
The Southerners retired across the ereek in the face cf Johnson's o
advance, Approaching Overzll Creex, ths Federsls spotted »i
Bullock's tattle line drawn up on the far side. A brisk clash
quickly developed lLastuyzen the Rehel infantry and the Union cavalry.
To taxe advanlagez of the ;rotection afforded Ly the cedars and
updergrewih waien flanked the stream, Johnson dismounted his
command,  Shortly thereafter, the louisiana ertillerists ceased
snelling the blockhousze. Shifting targets, they opened fire on
Joknson's ircopers, 4 A : ’

Having desternined that the Confederates were preasnt in

ole strength, Joloncl Johnson determined to relay this

Lagortant intorimation to Ganaral Rousseau., Calling for a
L3ssengar, Johnson addressed a dliapatch to his superior,
Hougseau waz notified that Juhnzonls uen were holding the

Southerners slong Qverall Creek. Johnzen wrote, "The enemy exposs

a line double to minw: reported moving colusms on my right flank;
navs used tizew pieces of artillery con me; also reportad the same

to be uged on the block-house", So far, Johnson ecommentad, his

lozses had Leen siipght. Pending the raceipt of addibional

\nsiractions, Johnson plarned tu force his way across Overall
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A3 onon as Johanson's dispatch was in his hands, Rousseau

proceeded to organizo a "flying ¢olumwn®, Ceneral Milroy was
nlaced in charge of this comuand which consisted of three infantry
reciments (the 61st Illinois, the 8th Minnesota, and the 17bth
Chio), and a section of guns mznned bty the cannoneers of the 13th
Battery, New York Light Artillery, While ihe units were teing
formed and mustered, Houssgeau gave Milroy his final instructions.
The "flying cslumn® was to march to the relief of Slockhouse Ko, 7,
"which was tesieged Yy a considerabie retel force witﬁ artiliery".

Hovirg out of Fort:ess Rosecrans, llroy's "flying
colwmn® started up the Nashville pike at a rapid pace, It was
atout 2 p. m. when #llroy's panting soldiers approached Overall
Creekk, At the time of Milvroy's arrival, Johnson's dismounted
cavalrymen and the Confederate snarpshooters were still sniping
away at asch other frém oppesite sides of the stream. Hiding
foirward, Milvoy usde a hurrled recommalssance, The infecrmation
obtained anzbled iiil-oy to deploy his command, 10

lieutenant John deGurrin of the 13th New York Dattery
was to unlimber his tvo gunsg on a bLluff overlooking th= creek. °
Thundering forward, the New Yorkers threw their pieces into
battery. Almost 23 socn as the trslls had struck the ground, the

sannoneers had thelr guns in action, Tha bluscoats ware soon
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enzsged in a Citter duel wilh the Lhree guns of the washington

g
[
i

Artillery, which were eamplaced on a hill akout $00 yards to thelr

T

front. @&j
Milroy had ILieutenant Colonel Daniel Grass of the 61st ‘%ﬂ

T1lirois deploy his soldiers as siicemishers, Aftor they had 3%
completed their disposicsionz, the L1llinsissns advanced and relievesd _ é?
Johnsgcn's dismounted troopers, Upon being relleved, Colonel i;
.Johnson proceeded tov reassexble his regimentﬂ Johnson massed uis | E;

| men on tas pike in column of fours, about 4CO yards southeast of f%f
the bridze, The &th litnnesota was posted on the rignt of the pike, ?ﬁ

ite laft fliank resting near the Hord house. Colonel John S, Jones! %&}
174th Ohlo was foréad on the Sinnesotans' leét. Jones' initial E{'

mission was to support thes llew fork artillerists, 12 4

At first, denerzl Pate was well satisfied with the way bii

things were-develoning. JGenzr:l Jacksen reported that hie demrlitinn :i“
\

teams wers wreaking havoce on ths rzllroad; iLleutenant Chularonts giﬁ

cannoneers wars scoring kil itz hit zn the blockhouse., It fsii

seenmed tiat, unless the lucfreastoro Faderals intervensd, it . i%r
wonld bs only s matter of time before the bluecoats who were holed {

up in the blockhouse aither surrendered or saw thelr fort —ounded
to piaves.

About noon, the gscoutbs from Bate's commnand who had ;
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crzssed Overall Creek fell back in the face of Johnson'g advance,
The Federals, however, made no effort to cross the creeik. Each
time the blueccats appeared to be massing for a tﬁrust, a few well-
aimed shots frow the Washington Artillery discouraged then.
Followlng the arrival of “$l-cwyts "flying column®, the situation
changed, ‘Two guns were §uickly wheeled into position by the
Federals; a hot fire wzs opened on.the vlashington Artillery., A
strong fuorecz of btlueccated skirmishers (the éist Tllincis) soon
pressed forward and took cover in the cndars near the strean.
Bate believed that these moves on the Yankees' part were designed.
to prevent his divisicn fronm fording Gyerall Creek., He
accerdlngly mode o changes in his dispositinans, 13

In the meantize, Milroy ha& sensed that the Confederates!
fire seemed tn be slackening, He determined to seize the
initiative., Colonel Hinor T. Thomas of the 2th Minnesotu Was
directed to chift his vegiment to the rizht. The ‘ianesotzns wers
to' take poaition at tho blockhouse, In case Colianel Thomas {ound
it to be practizable, he was to send his reygiirent acresa Overall
Creeik at the railroad kridge. After reachling the west bonk,
Thomas' rugged infantivmen were +a try to tarn Rata's left £lank,

~

0 protect the gdvance of the siAnnesotans, Hilrey's
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skirmishers (the 61lst Illinoig) pressed closer to the stream.

Covered by the fire 5f the Illinoisans, Colonel Thomas led his mon

forward on the double, Approaching to within 50 yards of the

blockhouss, the colonsl halted znd formed his reginent into line

of uttle, A nurber of Corfederate snioers, who were oosted
tehirnd a rail fence and in the woods on the far sids of the creczk,
vanged 2way at the bluscoats, Undaunted, Thomae' soldiers grimly
neld their ground. Fortunately Tor the Yankees. the greyclads!
marksmanshlp was deplorable. In the entire regiment, cnly two men

were cut dowi, both wounded,

&

ter remaining where he was for a.feﬁ ninutes, Thomas
advanced tws of his curpanies., There two units took position on
the right of the bleckncuse, and the bluecoats began to bla:e awéy
2t the Rehal sharpcnzotors, Within a few mintes, the Southerners
ceased Iiring., Mext, the Minnesotans prepared to focus their
attention on the Cunfederate artillerists, 14

Cn the left of Milroy's line, a nwiber of the
skdiagsiiors £rou the Gist Illinois succeeded in crossing the piks
beidge. Reaching the west side of Overall Creek, the Federals°
drove in Bate's outposts and established a bridgehaad, Milroy
quleckly noved to exploit this 54CCe83, Ordgrs were issued for the

174th Chio to suppert the attack.
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Respording to the situation with his customary alacrity,

Pre T
A

Colonel Jones led his cheering battle line forward, bpon gaining

T

¥,

the right bank of the stream, Jones halted his command, The right

N o

and left wings remained in line, while the color company dashed

S ot o s - ogen S -

across the btridge. ZSince the bdbridge had bean partizlly dismantled;
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the Ohioans' progress was somewhat impeded. In addition, Colonel

Jonos' soldlers were exposed to 'a galling fire, from artillery and
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infantry. As soon as the color company reached the left bank, the
remainder of the regiment crossed the tridge. 15

Milroy had bsen closely watching the situation as it

developed, When the 174ih Ohio stormed across Overall Creek, the

Tow

general decided to commit his strategic reserve, the 13th Indlana i
Cavalry. Up ‘o this hour, iillroy had.mistakenly btelieved that the [
Contederata force opposed to him consisted in part of.Forrest's E
cavalry, fighting dismounted. ke felt that a sudden sortie by the 54‘

-13th Indiana mizht result in the capture of the three-gun ;“
Confederate battery. The ground on the far side of Overall Creek, f”ii

the general observed, was suited to a cavalry charge. In addition, | ay

the smoke of battle, taken in conjunction with the approach of g'
f darkness, would screen the Federsls' movement until it was too s

l:te for the Cohfederates to take counter measures. Having made

his decision, Hilroy sent a member of his staff to relay it to




Colonel Johnson,

Colonel‘Johnson, when told of the general's »lan,
remarked that his men were eager "to try the experiment®, At a
word from the colonsl, the Indiana cavalrymen started up the pike
toward the bridge. 16

Colonel Jones had Just redeployed his regiment into line
of battle when the 13th Indiana thundered across tha bridge, The
Ohloans made an opening in their ranks to»permit the passage of
the cavalry, 4s soon as his company commanders reported that their
men were ready, Colonel Johnson ordered his bugler to sound the
charge, ZPutting the sours to their horses, the cavalrymen surged
forward, 'To reach the guns, dJohnson turned the hezd of his colwnn
of £ the pike. Swinging {o the right, the troopers swept around
the base of the hill on top of which the louisianians’ three guns
were emplaced, As they pressed ahead, the Union horsemen threatened
to turn the Confederate left. 17

The heavy pressure that, sincs the arrival of Milroy's
“£lying coluan®, pad been building up along his entire front caused
General Bate to call up General Smith's reserve brigade. It was
starting to get dark when Smith's troops filed into position on
falleck's left, Suith's combat-ready infantry had reached the

point of dunger nons too -soon. Hardly'were they on the ground




before Colonel Johnson's troopers came thundering down on thea out

of the gathering darkness,

At the same time, the Confederate cannoneers spotted the

Union horsemen, Lieutenant Chalaron shouted for his gunners to

l shift targets, “heeling their pieces to the left, the artillerists
l ripped the Federal troopers with double charges of canister, wWithin

a matter of roments, Johnson's Indianiang discovered that they had

| I stirred up a hernet's nest. To make matters 'worse. the troopers

had a difficuit time reloading their Enfield carbines while mounted,

' l Unable to breast this fire, the cavalrymen recoiled. 4About a score

] l of the Yankees ware unhorsed and their mounts stampeded into the

Confederates' lires,

) I Repulsed, the Yankees veercd off to the right anc fell
4
back to the creek, By tals time, it was dark. In the econfusgion

i ' which aceempanied 4he retreat, the cavalrymen were fired on by
i

; thele comradss on the éast side of the stream, who mistook them for
1

{® the foe. After tho Tndianiang were able to establish theipr identity,

Ithe sheoting czased, liext, Colonel Johnson rallied and re-formed
i . a3 1 ] :
his regiment, The men were dismounted ard skirmishers pushed out,

lJohnson prepared to renew the attack on the Confedurate artillery, 18

Milrey had anxdously watehed the start of Johnson's

: Icharge. A3 soon as ne was 53tisfi=d

that Johnson's troopers had
i
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;. failed to overrun the guns, the general decided to send the 174th
Ohio to tho attack., Since the Onio regiment was only recently
organized and was receiving its Laptism under fire, ilroy wounld
have preferred to have employed another unit. At this tiﬁe,

however, his other two infantry regiments were not available,
The €lst Illinois was deployed as skdrmishers, while the 8th
Minnesota had been unabls to cross the creek.

When he received his instrucfions to attack, Colonel
Jones shifted his battle line to the left a short distance. The
colonel wanted his right flank to gaids on the Nashville pike.
Having completed his dispositlons, Jonos led his cheering OChioans
torward. In the gloom, the bluecoats quickly established econtuct
with Colonel Bullock's Floridiani. Halting, the bluecoats sent
sevecal deadly volleys crashing inte the greyclads' ranks. when

tney renewed the advancs, Colonal Jones' troops rocked Sullock's

IR i

three Florida regiments back on their heels, In this fighting;

Colonel Bullock was hadly wounded. Having smashed Bullock's
i9

main

] line of rosistance, ihs Culoans swepnt con,
By this time, General Jackson had recalled his demolition:
d teams which had been wreaking havoc on the railroad, Following

g the collapse of Bulloci's -command, Bate direected Jackson to mass

Ms brigzade astride the Mashville pike, Jucison quickly formed




his Georgiars about one-half uiie west of the bridgs. At first,

Jackson's greyclads were troubled by the retreatinz Floridians

breaking througn their ranks, ‘“When Colonel Jones' Ohloans emerged

[P Y Rp T e oy
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from out of the shadows, the CGeorgilans brought their rifled-miskets

R e

i

to the ready and fired one crashing vollsy., OUne of ilroy's aides

<y

noW rode up and told Colonsl Jones to witndraw his regiment, 2C J

s

General Milroy's decision to recall the 174th Ohio was

based on several factors. First, it was now dark and the general

did not want to hazard a night engagement., Second, the 8ih

T EE N D e mp e e
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Minnesota had teen unable to find a way to get across Cwerall

Creek. Finally, the redersls had captured atout 20 prisorers in

ths fighting up to %his point, Upon beling questioned, these men

told Milroy that he was confrented by General Bate's crack infantry

division. The gereral knew 1t would not ba wise to fight a pitched

battle with Bate's coubat-tested veterans, 21

Waen Colonel Johnson's troopers had chargad the

#ashington Artillery, they had cut across in front of the

Minnesotans, Colonel Thomas accordingly had shouted for his men

to cease firing, iist Wanting to loce the advantage heretofore

gained, Thomas zdvzneed the remainder of nls regiment, Thesa elght

companles joined their coirsdes near the railroaa bridge.

Fqllowing Johnson's repulse, Lieﬁtenaﬁt Chalaron's artiilerists



tleklish situation,

again directed their attention toward Thomag!' regiment, For the

next several mimites, the Rebel gunners hammered away at the

‘dnnesotans with shot and shell. Pinned down by this well-directed

tombardment, Colonel Thomas!' bluecoats abandoned their efforts to

find a way across the strea:, 22

-~

In the meantine, Colonel Johnson's Indianlans had again

forged ahead. Advaneing on the double, the @ismounted troopers

worged tneir way arouri the left flani of General Smith's battle

line. BRefore the tliecoats were able to reach the foot of the

ridgs oehind Chalaron's guns, the Confederates retired, Undoubtediy,

the collapse of Bulicex's command bad rendered Smith's position
L 2

urtenabla, Raving failed o take the Rehal gunners by surprise,

Johnson recalled his horse holders., Like Colonel Junes, Johnson

NOW recelved orders feowm Hilroy to recrosy Cverall Creei, 23

Sinece his Chioans were in close contact with Jackson's

Georgzians, Colonel Jones was confronted by what could becomo a
g

I the Rebels were alert, they mizht convert

Jones! effcrts to disengage his retiment into a disaster,

Joneg
therefore marched his troops back to the bridge in line "faced

to the rear®, In falling tack, the bluecoats brought off their

wowikded and most of their dead, The skirmishers from the Slst

llinois, who had crossed to the west side of the straam,
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accompaniad the Ohicans, After recrossing Overall Creek, Jones

redeploed his regiment into line of battle near the artillery,

Three companies were left to hola the oridge pending the return of

Jehnson’s cavalry, Like Colcnel Jones,

——

Johnson encountered no

. . . I3
difficulty in withdrawsing his troopers, 2%

After Johnson's cavairymen had recrossad Overall Creek, 4

iE
i
Milroy formed his entire ccamard into line of battle on the east . 5

. % v
side of ithe stro 22w, fires were kindled, and the Federals waited 1 ;

for the Confederates to attack. whsn 9 a'clock rolled around and

: i

‘:§ !

the Rebels had failad to launch any hostile demonstration, Milroy W
|

hzd his unit commanders form and ruster theit men. The “$iying

cclamn® then returned to Tortross nogeerans, It arrived atout 1

a, W, on the 5tho 25

Since the blockhcuse had not been seriously damaged by

the {ive of the Confederate artillery, Lisutenant Glosser decided

to stay put., His detachment remainsd at the blocknouse following l

|
]
1
i
|
i
i
1
§ |
L ] 26 : "}.. L
¥ilroy's devarture,
Gener:l Jaekson's skirid shers shadowed the Federals as |
' {
l
¥

they retired., o elfort, however, wis made ty the Confederates to"

force their W&y across Overall Creek. Just ag the battls was

1y
ending, a ayuadron of eavs 27 led by Colsnel Edward Dillen rode up, Qi‘

Forrest had ordered the colonel to march to Date's as sistance, tut o o ‘

NN
1 tie troop r3 did wot reach the field in time to be of any help . : v
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in the engagement, 27

Evidently, the Confederate outposts were not keeping a
very close watch., They falled to discover that the Federals had
evacuated thelr position on the east side of the creek, 1In the
n2antine, Jenaral Zatas ha& been devollng considerabie thoushi %o
the strategic situation, He knew thct his small division was
dangerously exposed., Bate was afraid that the Yankees night make
4 nlgnt march, turn his flang, znd get inio nis rear, The general
determined to move his command. Colonsl Dillon was told to have
his triopers relieve Bate's pickets, By 10 p. m., Dillon's
horssnen ﬁad occuvied the line of outéost; covering Overall CreeX.
A&s sotn as biz brizode ctwmenders had asseuwtled their units, 2ate
started his troops up the Hashville pike. After erossing Stewarts

i

Creek, Eate ecalled a halt ond the divicion bivauscked for tha

i

- 4 é
night, :
General Bate reported that his cosmand lost 15 killed, é

59 wounded, and 13 missing in the fizhting along Cverall Creek on i
the 4th, The Union officers, in their "After Action Reports®, {
lizted their casualtiec (excluding those suifered bty the 13th %

Indlana Cavalry) ec 4 killad and 43 wounded, In the perisd from it

Decenier 4-9, Colonel Johnson of the I2in Indiana announced that é”

his regiment had 8 killed and 34 wounded, AlLmost all of thess

°

were cut down in the fighting along Overzll Creek on the 4th, In vr?
. L
3




addition, General Milroy turned over to the Fortress Rosecrans
pfovost marshal 20 Confederate prisorers. 29

Xeveille sounded in the camcs occupled bty General EBate's
division early on the 5th, In accordance with Bate's instructions,
the brigeude comasnders prepared to move against and reduce the
blockhouses at Stewarts Creek and Smyrna. Deaolition Feéms were
organized and given the task of destroying the railroad between
these two points, 50

In the meantime, the messenger sent by Captain Hake to
tell the officers in charge of'Elockhouses N33, 5 and 6 of General
Thomas' decision to abardon all the stockades between Nasghville
and urfreesboro had carried out his assignment, It was shortly
after dajbreak When the garrisons evacuated the two blockhouses,
Since Bate's division was known to be orerating along tﬁe
Hashville pike, the bluesoats wers compelled to make a long detour.:
Marching Wy way of Jefferson, the Federals succeeded in avoiding
Eate's colunn, The Yankees, hcuever, encountered several roving
mounted patrols. DBrushing these grouvs to one side, the YTankeas
reached !urfreegcoro about 2 p, m. 3L

when Zate's troops reached tne blockhoﬁses, they found
that the occupants had fled. After they had removed and

distributed the stores which the Federais had akandoned, the




Rebels turned the stockades, At the same time, Bate's demolition
teams put the torch to the railroad tridges at Smyrna and across
Stewarts Creek. Several miles of tracik were also torn up, while
Bate's soldiers wers engaged in these undertakings. a powerful
cavalry column was sighted agproaching from the dirsction of
Lavergne, The newcomers proved to be Forrest's command, 32

Since Forrest was his superior, Bate.reported_to the
cavalry leader, rorrest, by virtue of his rank, imxediately
assumed command of all the Confederate forces operating in the
Yurfreesboro sector. Upon coaversing with Forrest, Bate was

distressed to learn that the cavalryman wented to undertake

Vit

offensive operations sgains? Furtress Rosecrans, For the time
being, Bate would just have to forget his aszsignment "to destroy
the railroad”, Bate was disturbed by lorrest's ambitious plans.
In justification of his »ositicn, Zate explained to Forrest that
all the reports reaching him indicated that there were ffom 3,000
to 10,000 Federals in Murfreesboro. Besides veing very strong,
Fortress Rosecrans was sald to be well supplied with artillery.
Bate thought it would be umilge for the Confederates to attack
Fortress Rosecrans, When Forrest insisted, Bate agreed to

~n
co-operate, -~

Having made his decision, Forrest ordered the advance




resumed, Ceneral Jackscn was directed to send Ross' Texas:
trigade cross-country to the w“ilkinson pike, As soon as
sufficient time had elapsed to allow Ross® Texans to reach
Jilldinson's Cross-Roads, Forrest led the remainder of hig command
down the Nashville-'urfreestoro Pike., General Puford's divicion
spearheaded the march,

By 2 p. m., Buford's vanguard had reached Gverall Creek.
4 battery was unlimbered on a hill ahout one;half mile northwest
of Blockhouse Xo. 7. Five or six shots were fired at the stogkade.
pnly one of which struck the bullding., At the first alarm,
Lieutenaﬁt Glosser had turned out his comcand,  Manning their
batile gtations, the bluecoats returned the Cornfederatest fire,
After the Federals had killed one horse and wounded sevsral of the
arfillerists, the Rebsls limbersd up their pleces and foll back,
The cavalry would leave the reduction of the blockhouse to Batels
infantry, H |

Over on the Wilkinson pike, Ross' Texans likewise
encountared opposition as they drove toward furfreesboro, Rosg!
vanguard was Qhecked when it encountered a Ynion roadvlock, To
keep his advance moving, Ross dismountsd and threw forward the 3d

and €th Texas, Aifter i sharp contest, the Texans smasned this

poc#at of resistance, By late afternoon, Ross’ troovers had

»
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secured the bridge which carried the Wilkinson pike 4cross
Overall Creek. 35

Forrest, upon learning that Ross’ brigade had reached
Overall Creek, halted his main column, By thiz time, Puford's
troopars had licewise established a br;dgehead on the east btank of
the streanm, Forrest would not press any cloger to Fortress
Rosecrarns, pending the arrival of Bate's infantry., For the time
teing, Buford's troopers were to pickst the countryside from the
Nashville piks on the right to the Lebanon pike on the left;
vackson's would watch the area between the Nashville and Salem
pikes, As soon as the cavalry leaders had carried cut these
instructicas, they permitted their traoopers to éamp. 36

In the nmeantime, General Bate had reassembled his
division, The infantry proceeded to retrace their steps, Bate's
soldiers spent the night of the 5th blvouacked on either side of
the Nashville blke near where they had been engaged on the
previous day,

uring the night, Bate tried to induce the defenders of
Elockhouse No, 7 to surrender., 4bcut midnight, a Union soldier;
Whno had been captured by the Rebels. appeared at the blockhouse,
2o Ld Lgautenanu Glosser that if the Federals would lay down

eir arma, General Bate would parole the entire garrison, while




respecting the soldiers' private property. Contimuing, the soldier

remarked that cne of Bate's officers would formally present these
terms "by 6 a. m, or sunrise".

It was noon, however, before a Confederate officer
bdaring a wnite flag approached the blockhouse, The Rebel stated

that he had been sent by Colonel Hill to dewnand the surrender of

would held the block-house™, 7

On tha 5th, General Hood determined to send two more
infantry origades, with a battery each, to the Murfreesboro area,
The tuo brigades designated for this detached service were
Brigadier Geuneral Claudius W, Sears' and Colonel Joseph B, Palmer's,
Palrer's and Sears' trcops would be accompanied by Fenner's
loaislana Zattery and the Zrookhaver Hiséissippl Light Artillery,
Gsreral Sears, as ranking cfficer, would be in charge of these

s Yo A

uriis until they reached tiwireesboro, where he would report to
Forrest, Preparations were completed, and Sears' column started
for Murfreestoro on the aﬁternoon of the 5th, 38

At the same time, Hood forwarded a messagze to General
Bate, informing him that "Two good trigades, with a battery each,

have been sent to the vieinity of farfreesvorough.® Bate was also

" formally notified %hat he was to be responsiBle to General Forrest.

the stockade on the terms freviously proposed by General Bate,
Licutenant Glosser refused, informing the Confederats that "We




The defeat ¢f the Unlon troops stationed at Murfreesboro, Hood

wrote, "is of the first importance", This dispatch demonstrated

to Bate that the plan to move against Fortress Rosecrans was not a
special project thought up by the aggreasive Forrest, as the gensral
had orizinally suspected. 27

The news that Bate's greyclads had dicanpeared from the
approaches to Murfreesboro was eagerly received Yy General
Rousgasan, Hoping to restore rail connections with Nashville,
Rousseau ordered a construction train readied. The 181lst Ohio would

{

guard tho repair crew. A telegrapher and an instrument was to {
accomrnany the train, Any information c¢f the Confederatss'
wnereatouts gleanad Yy the Cnioans would be rromptly wired to
Rousszcau's hesdiuarters, dajor James T. Hickey, the c¢ificer in
charge of the suard detail, was directed to exercise "tha utmost
vizilance® in peotecting the coastrmiction train. Before the train
was atle to leave Marireesheoro, Aousseau learned that the Rebels
had returned in force to Cverall Cresk, He accordingly canceled

Y

the orders sanding cut the coastuction train, %0
\ A wild racor concerning the fighting -along Overall Cresk

on the 4th vesched Conerszl Tharas' ears cn tha following evening.

According to this tale, Milroy's "flying colunn® had eapiured six

guns from the Confederates, If this report were true, Thomas

wanted these guns added t> the armament of Fortrees Rosescrans.,
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Furthermore, Thomas wanted Rousseau to submit a detailed report on

wnat had transpired at lurireesboro since the telegraph had been

cut, Rousseau was to be informed that everything was developing

sétisfactorily on the Mashville perimeter. As soon as Wilson's

cavilry was ready to take the field, Thomas promised to seize the

initiative., A courler was detailed to make the roundabout ride to

Hurfreesboro and relay this information to Rousseau. k1
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THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Chapter VI

The Battle of the Cedars

General Forrest, on the morning of the €th, determined

to make a forced reconnaissance of the defenges of Fortress
Rosecrans, . He accordingly ordered General Bate's division to cross
Overall Creek. As soon as all of his soldiers had crossed the
triige, Date formed them into line of battle athwart the Nashvills
pike. The 4th Georgia Sharpshooter Battalion° led by Msjor

Theodors B, Caswell was §eployed and thrown forﬁard as skirmishers,

t a word from Pate, the division swept forward. The Nashville pike

served as the axis of Bate's advance,

Befcre the Southeriners had proceeded very far, Caswell's

Georglans wvere fired on by the bluecoatsd vedettes, These Union

troopers were manning the line of outposts which General Rousseau

ned sstablished to cover the approaches to Fortress Rosecrans. Yor

wst of the next tuo hours, the Georgians and the Yankees banged

way at one zuother, Once again the limestone outcroppings and

the cedars which bourded ihe piks echoed to the sounds of battle.
lving delayed the Confederate drive long cnough to nermit the

lefenders of Fortress Rusecrans to man their battle stations,




'he Federal outposts retired,
Bate's buttermuts cautiously resumed their advance., The
|;eneral permitted his soldiers to push w within three-quarters of

a mlle of lunette Stanley, the northwestern bastion of Fortress

I.asecrans. Realizing tnat s farther advance would expose his

| poldiers to the {ire of tha Union artillery, Date ordered his
(rigade commanders to piacse their men .under cover. After halting,

: '.haze febel infantrymen De;an digging rifle pita and erecting stone

and log brsastworks. The position occupied by Late's divisiqn |

Ixtended from Stonas River on the left to a2 point a short distance

flwrth of the ¥illcinson pike on tha right. o att'empt was made by

2

he Fedzrals to keep tne Southorners from digging in.

I While Bate's soldiers were fortifying thelr positions,
Forrest decided to examine the approachss to Fortress mnsecrans,
for this pucrpose, Ferrast callad upon one of Lrigadier General
frank C. Armstirong's ¥issiszaisvl cavalry regiments. Accompanied
the Mississipplars, Forresi made a careful inspection of the
i sderals' position and works. Thiz told reconnaissance convinced
the general that Tortress Wosecrans was too strong to Justify an ’
attampt tn carry it hy coup de main. He decided to use his command
& keep Pousseau’s Tanke:s cvinned down in the larireesboro area.

If at all possible, Forrest wanted to prevent Rousseau from joining




} glorces with Thomas at Nashville, (Forrest did not know that
‘ousseau was under orders to remain st Murfreesboro,) J

: l General Sears' column reported to Forrest on the evening
of the 6th, It had taken tine reinforcesants about 36 hours to move

'ron the lashville area to Murfreestoro. Scears' brigade was placed

QI'n regerve, wihile Palmer's brigade was ordered to fortify the

ommanding hill soath of the silkinson pike and west of Fortress

] I.cwt:ecfans. Palmer's troops spent the night of the 6th throwing up
4 i
treastiorks,
. . !
To tignten his grasp on the approaches to Murfressboro, ' ;
Forrogt decided to exparnd the gsccre of the activities of his

munbed arm.  Moss' Texss origade was given the all tut impossible

ask of patroling the L2 niles of countrysids between the Salem

e e e

and woodbury pikes, General Rogs found this to be a very severs
sgignzeat for his wnder strength command, 5
faring the right, Forrest decided that the effactiveness REIEE

Fad

f hia nlockade of Toriress Rosecrans might be increased if he i; :
i

nilted Bate's divisicn farther to the right. forrest addressed a
et of instructions to Bate, calculated to implement this decision,®
At daybreuak on the 7th, Bato assembled his thres brigades,
i Kier starting nis Wzgon train for the Salex pike, Date ordered

pls mer to take up the march. In accordance with Forrest's orders,

)




l ' : i
{ Sate planned tc place his division on the x;ight of Palmer's Yrigade. Tt
l:wing southward along a country lane, Bate's greyclads soon “F) ",?,‘ A
SN
eached the ilkinson pike, Following the daparture of Bate's “ ! ‘i
Ak
; ivision, Goneral Sears' Missigsipolans were called up from the 4‘ ‘i, <
'es rve and occupled the rifle pits flanking the MNashville pike. 6 ' flti::}
Lefore -ute's tessca were atle to tuke ~ogiticn on :.(7'5
i i o
: I’s\l-ter's right, the tactical situation had changed drastically. ﬂ{( “,,
; “orrest had established his command post with Palner's brigade. ?}“ "
l"‘xua senarul soon observed thai there was a flurry of actlivity E‘ E ?J
: 5, il
'ehlnd ihe Union lines. A strong Unlon coluan cumpdsed of infantry, - j;!! !3{; g
! i A1
1 cavalry. and artillery uas seen to eaerge from Foriress Rosecrans. I ‘i'i‘} i
: |
: IZ-'.Jt':’-t-s'-'. ;atened closely a3 the bluecoats wmaved into Hurfressporo, ,:Egh
. ¥
Taere they veered into the Salus plke. Satisfied that the Yanxees En i;
luere intent on turning his right, Forrest at first toyed with a : ' fl 1
‘ldaring plan, Hds alerted Hate and Palmer to hold thelr troops | g : ;
{ ready to drive against Fartress Hosacrans. But upon mature % '{". ;
‘*I ~usideratlon, Forrest dscided that this was too risky. He 1: ‘ L
y . ]
1 tnecefove declded to ss= 1L he eould entice the Union column ' ! ,‘ l
l [¥hich was now crossing Stones Ziver) to its destruction. Forrest i;'ftff‘
KO e
p;‘.;m‘ned to see LT he could draw tus Federals far anougrn away froz € % 1 i
; their stronchold to allew him to throw Buford's and Armstrong's b, :3 {H :..
cavalrymen batwesn them and their base, Caught btetwesn his ‘ H l&i‘ A
” Arfzntry :31::-3‘. c:x‘}:zlx*;}. Torrest reaconed, t"\-' Union column wou"d : ,“ I
il




face certain destruction, 7

Forrest placed General Bate in charge of all his
infantry, Quickly assembling his command, Eate marched westward
along the Wilkinson pike, rorrest accompanied the infantry column,
Az the vanguard approached Overall Creei, rorrecst told Date to
asplioy his trooos. Nbfking under Forrest's gersanal supervision,
2ate established his main line of resistance, ssuth of and
parallel with the pike., Three brigades (Sears', Paluer's, and
Lash's) held the line. The rignt flank of Sears' unit rested near
the creex, Jackson's and Srnith's Lrigades were held in resarve and
posted morth of the pike, To strengthen their position, the
Coniledziraie fool-soldiers comnenced to throw un logs amd raill fisld
fsrtifications. ‘ithe artillery was erplaced along tha line at
various strategic pointy, 8 -

AL daykeeak on Lhe morning of the 7th, the Union
sentinelz observed that the Confederate infantry (Palmer's brigads)
had cccupied and fortified the ccamanding knell south of the
wiikinson pike. ithis imzoriont news vas immedialely comnunicated
to Roussean. 7Training his glasses on th® hill, Rousseau quickly
verilied the seouts' reports. Rousseau was very famillar with the

area; it was o little soutl of the point where Erigadier General

James S. Hegley had formad his division on the movning of December

31, 1882, arior to the Confedcersate onslaugnt which onened the
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battle of Stones River, 7

when the general focused his glasses on the rifle pits

flanking the Nashville pike, he noticed that they were not as

stronzly held as on the revious day. Roussaau w#as troubled by
this disccvery, fis aonderad wnat hag hicrenad to the rest of the

Confederate infantry,

To find cut where Forrest's 52in force Was,

lousseau decided to undertake a reconnaissance in force, The

general decided to give the deperdable General #ilroy the task of

finding the Rebels, ¥ilroy was placed in charge of a strong task

10
force and directed to feel for the foe,

¥ilroy, following the recelnst of his marching orders,

quicklr anc efficiantly orgarized his striking forece into two

brigades, The 8th Minnesota, the 61st Illinois,

ard the 174th and
181st Ohio would consti

tute the 1st brigade; the 177th ang 17€th

%hio, and the 12th Indiana Savalry (dismounted}, yeps assigned to
the Zi brigude, Colorel Minor T, Thomas of the &th HMinnesota led

the 1=t erigada; Colonel Edward Anderson of the 1Zth Indiana

beaded the 2d origade, A SiX~gun battery (four Pleces manned by

the 13th Mew York Battery and a section by the IZth Battery, Ohio
Light Artillery) was attached to Thomas! comnznd. The artillerists
Here comaanded Ly Captaj

ain Henry Bundy of the 13th New York iattery,

A detacnmeat from the 5th Tennassee Cavai:y (Union) was also slated




to accomparny -illroy., The Tennesseeans, who wonld be used for

¥ .
scouting ourposes, would report directly to°the general, All told,

Milroy's task force mustered 3,325 strong wnan it took the field, 11

‘ fter the men had drawn their stipulated ammunition and
rations, tney were formed and mustered, At a word froa ilroy, the

units moved out =~ Thomas! brigade in front, Anderson's tringing

up the rear. As the head of the column tramped out of Fortress

Roseecrans, Jilroy glanced at his watch; the time was 16 a, me To

screen his advancs, ilrcy had the troopers froa the 5th Tennessee
Cavalry (Unicn) take the lead. When ths vanguard reached
Furfreesboro, Milrey turned his task force into the Jalem pike,

The Federals socn pasted through Rouvssesu's advance plcket line,

4 short distance beyord, the Tennessesans were fired on by several
of Ross' vedettes, Patrols from Ross' Texzs brigade were watching

the Szlem piks to within one-~half mile of tiie Unlon outposts,

Mter a brief ciash, the Southerners Troke contact and fell back
12

touard Stones River.

ot wishing to take any chances with a Confederate
ambtush, Milroy reinforced his sdvance guard with a detachment fioa

tha £1lst Tllinois. Deploying ss skiraishers, the Illlinclsans moved

.10 the Tenneseesans' asslstance. Pressing rapidly ahead, nard on
the vetresating Hebals' heels, the head of Milroy's columun socn \

reached the bridge across Stonss iver,
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By this tims, the Texans had agsembied a force which

idlroy estimated to numbsr about 300, to dispute the bluecoats!

advance, <ithout a roucent's hesitation, “Alroy called for

artillery supgort. Captain Sundy responded immediately, Amid a
a s2ctisn of guns mznned b7 the cannoneers of
e bouncing up the pige, -heeling

their zuns into battery, tne artillerists beg 2an o hammer the

Texons =itn shot ang shell. 7This beabardment quickly scatterad

the L=bal rorsensn, dilroy trer led his troops across the bridge,

Advareing toward Sale the Yankees reached [, Spence's "fine

. . 1
residence”, which was rlour iles from Hurfreesboro, 3

Hilroy halted his eoluan “hile he questioned thg rences,

wrenss sroved to ha very talkativs., She told the general

‘hat General Jackson was at Salem with Armstrong's Mississipoi

Cavalry Srigade. (Saleu was awout two miles west of the Spences!’

house, ) Hrs, JSpence reported that "Generals Forrest and Bata,

with a luirga forces of infantry, artillery, snd cavalry", were

3 the wilikinssn plice atout three miles west of Fortresy
fogecrans, Instead of Jrustrong, the aggressive iiilroy deterzined

to attaclk Forrest and Bate, 4

°

Eafore ™Vving against Forrest, “i1roy had one moge item

he would ks to attend to. He had dlesrned that “r. Spence owned .




"a drove of sixty fine, fat hogs". The general kXnew that if he
did not secure the porkers, they would surely fall into the

iebels' hands. A company was detached and given the mission of

drivirnz the hogs to Fortress Rosecrans. This company successfully
carriad ~ut ite assignment, and the plgs were turned over to the
. X . 15
coamissary departient,
Leaving Spence's, Milroy ied his task force northuard

m :long 2 country lare, Calning the Yranklin road, the Federal

i T U ) S

colbwsn moved westward a short distance, 4t the junction of th

Franklin road and Grisham lane, the Yantoees *urned to the right,

: Since tiie Wilkinson pike was only a mile and oneehalf to hias front,

Jilrov bolistered his advnnece gaird with the remsinder of the 6lst
I1linois. For the Lirst alle, tane Union advance uo Urishaa lane
was uneventful. “hen the skirmishers from the €lst Illinois
torred the rise nasr the Srisham hasuse, they were fired on by the
Confederate pickets, Ueneral Bate had covered his main line of
f’?gsistancs with a strong lins of outposts,
i -/ |
i Jllrey made a basty veconnaissencs. He was unzble,

f nowever, o learn very much regarding the Counfederates! digpogltiong

Thare was a large cottoa field extending from his position mortiovward

o 8

as far as the villdinson pike, This field wasg bounded on the east

U ITEMITA et rs g s mrre e g



by Orisham lane., The Retels, Milroy rea;oned, had- probably
established their main line of resistance in the timber flanking
the Jilkinson pike. Inside of a few minutés. 2 six-gun battery
emplaced in the edge of tne ucod to the Federals' front ;pened
fire, Milroy's suspicions concerning the Confederates' deploymrent

were coafirmed,

Having found the Rebels, kilroy hastened to form his

task force. He issued instructions for Thomas and Anderson to

deploy tneir btrigades, Thomas' tmoops took position along the

crest of the ridge., The €lst Illinois, supported by detachments

from the other regiwents of Thouas' ccmmand, was thrown out as

skirmizhere and advancad into Lhe cotton fizld., Colorel Andarson's
1zade was posted behind ‘homas', Anderson's three reghlsents

were massed in columms by vattalions. Four of Captain Bundy's

oans (one section from the i}ch New York, the other from the 12th

Ohic) were drought to the front and placed in battery. Alwost as

,Boun as the trails steuck the ground, the Union artillerists
| 17

started to rerurn the Confederates' fire,
Yilroy's bluscoats had arrived on ihe CGrisham house -

ridgs, - while the Cont'zderates were tusy tnrowling up rail and log

breastworks. & shout from the plekets sent the greyclad infantry




serambling into thair field fortifications. Racing to their pleces,
the Confederate artillerists loaded their pileces. at a word from
the battery ccmmarders, the gun captain pulled the lanyards. 18

A lierse srtillery duel ensued. A number of projectiles
Frm the Confederate ;uns linded in the sector where the 177¢h Ohlo
Tnis regiment had never before been ander fire, .J3oth
tha regiiental officers =nd the members of Colonel Anderson's staff
tried to keep thae wen in colwm, Anderson realized that the combat
crfictency of the reginent might be permanently jeopardized if the
soldiers broke for the rear, He therefore directed Colonel Arthur
T. Wilcox to have his men lie down. Throwing themselves on the
groung, the Ohlnans nugyoed the earth while the shells burct about
tham. Colonel irdzrson recalled, "I was glad, in occupylng a

rosition where I could watceh the regiment, to notice that none
19 '

b

appeared to {linch under thiz hravy £ire ...
In an =ifert to pick off the Confeuera.e cannoneers, the
Uniorn skirmishers worked their wasy closer tc the Wilkinsen pilke,
RBefors the Lnlon sharpshocters cculd make their presence felt, the
Union cannone gars esnfrented Yy an ammunition shortage, Waem
they had :arensd out of Toptress Rosecrans, the artillerists left
their ga.issons honind, ine liacers contained only 50 rounds to

the piece, Aftsr about 30 minutes of rapid firing, the section
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leaders informed Captain Bundy that tney had almost exhausted

their supply of ammnition. EBEundy quickly relayed these evil , &Q
tidings to the general, 20 4
i ' M

¥31roy ordered the two sections which were engaged to : S}fh

conserve their few.reraining rounds, This decision was made with

great regret on the general's part. So far, the Confederates had
been coétent to hold their ground. The shelling had failed to

goad them into making a rash attack on Milroy's task force.

Furthermore, Hdilroy had been unsuccessful.in his efforts to
i ascartuin the Rebels' strength, If he'wére to carry out nis forced
reconnaissance, he would have to engags the Confederates with his
1nfant:7. But the general nbserved the left {lank of Bate's battle
line was as near Fortress Hosecrans a3 his rigat. .dlroy decidéd
1t would rot be Yprudent" to send his infantry to the attack,
unless Fortress Rosecrans was in his rear. Then, in case of a
regulse, the dluecoats would fall back upon that stronghold.‘Zl
The goperal withdrew his soldiers a short distance down
Crisham lans, 43 scon aé-they nad passed out of the Confederates!
sight, Hilroy had them move by the right flark in a rortheasterly
airection. Screenzd by the configuration of the terrain (an
intervening ridge) and tﬁe cedars, ithe bluecoats struck the

#1lkinson pike, a considerable distanca beyond the Rebels' left

flank.
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vioving swirtly, iillroy formed his two brigades astride
the pike. Colonel.Thomas' trigade constituted the first line,
Colonz) inderson's the sscond. The é1lst Illinols was depioyed as
skirmishers and thrown forward to COVer-Thomas’ battle lire,
3ince the artillerists had 'exhausted thelr ammuniticn, Milroy
ordered tnem to return to Fortress Rosecrans to relill tneir
limbers, 22

wWwaen the Yankees fell back, Forre.st lfelt thzt they were
regrouplng their forces preparatory to resuming the attack., Forrest
thercfore directed Bate to call up his reserves., Pringing Jackson's
and Smith's trigades to the front, Bate used them to proiong his
nain line of'reslstanée to the ecast, 7The Rebel scouts soon sent
in werd that “the Unionists were rotiring upon ¥Fortress Rosecrans,
iute sEkift'.ed Cears! brigade from hle richt to the laft., Sears'
“ississipplans took position on Smith's left. To protect his
expased flank, Sears refused it.slightly,

Almost bafore Sears had completed his dizoositions, the
Hetels were dismayad to learn that Hilroy had re-formed his command
astrides tho “ilkinson piks. Tc make matters worse, most of the
Sonfedierates had decided that the Yankees had had emouzh and ware
retiring into fortregs Fosecrans, The new Union battles line was

at right angles to Bate's main 1line of resistance. To escape
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being taksn in the flank and rolled up liks a carpet, the iavels bl

weuid have to atandon th2 protection afforded by their field f )
‘ fortifications. : ¥ ii
Aeacting to this dangerous sitnation with his customary ' : E?v}ﬂ
alacrity, forrest ordered Bate to withdraw his troo?s from the i}%%§ 
? opesatworks and thro them acress the nike., Here, the sreyclad ggg?é 3
“gnfantry would he nagssed to oppose the ¥ederals' advance. At tinis ﬂfwa {
‘time, most of the oncomlng Union line was hidden by cedars. Bale, ui%% .
for ore, misjudged its extent. Acting on Bate's orders, Searg! ;ﬂ
and Jackson’s'troops moved too far to tae left, Lash's and Palmor's ;if
i
brigadss shifted to the left and cczsupied the breastworks vacated ? 1
ry S=ars' Mssissipplans and Jacksonts Georgians. Smith's brigade f .h
i

took positica astride tne Zilkinson pike. There was a gap of

between 75 and 100 yards betwesn Salth's rignt and lash's left.

the bluscoats had closed to within 200 yards. y

Yy the tlme tust Smith had completed his hurrled L
i

disposition:s, ’

Already, the siciruishers frow the Sélst Illinois had driven in the !

greyclad outpasis. Eate now reslized that Jackson and Sears had : Rl 414 [.
P e O
I

moved too far to tne left, He sent Major Arthur Shaaff of his C
| stﬁff to overtake tiese tuéo units. Shaaff was to reeall these two ‘ﬁi
trigades and corduct them into pozition cn the left of Smith's

beigade., FRefors Fedt could carry out his mission, the bluecoats fé‘ H
il 4

had lannched an all-cut ussault on Zato's three other trigades,
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while the soldiers were takinz position, Forrest rode
along the line, To calm the men, he addressed them in encouraring
words., Captain P. d. Coleman of the lst Florida Infantry recalled:
General Forrest rode to where my commany
was in position and saild by way of
encourzgesent to us: FIan, 11 T a3k of you

is 0 nold tne eneqy Laos for fifteen usimutes,
which will ¢ive =3 sulficient tirme te gain

-

their rear witn my cavalﬂy. and I will capture
the last one of them." 2

As soon as Thomas had comnleted his disrcsitions, Hilrey
waved him to the attack. Screened by the skirmishers from the élst
Illinois, Thomas' batile line swept forward, FPressing ahead, the
bluecoats worked their wiy thrcugh the underbrush, cedars, aad
linestone outersnping  whicn tounded the pike, illroy's skirmisners
soon established contact with the mounted patrols which guarded the
approaches to Bate's exposed left flanii. The Illinoisans opened
iire., iftev getting off a few ineffectuali rounds, the horsamen
keat. a hurried retreat,

Shortly ihereafter. tho advancing Yankees encountered
Zatel's outposts, hese pick@ts. however, were unable to check,
much'less stop, the powerful Unlon drive., Consequently, the
Federals contimued to furgs rapidly ahead, sweeping the groyclads
tefore them., Py the time his command had advanced sever:l_hundred

'

yards, Colonel Thomas observed that a nossidly dangerous interval had

15




crened in his skirmisn line. He therefére halted his brigade for
a few nminutes, In accordance with Thomas' instructicns, the
clonel of the 181st Chio deployed and threw foerward two of his
conpanies,

As @oon as the Ohicans had plugged the gap, the blaseozts
resuied the advance En thes deuble. UGenerzl riliroy proudly recalled,
"my skirmish line advanced rapidly, bravely, and in splendid order,
considering tns nature of the ground, driving the rebels before
thenm®, ter having pushed forward ebout a mile, Thomas' trcops
emerged into a cotton field., In the edge »£ the tister on the 6ther
side of the fieid, they could clearly distinguish Ba;e‘s battle
line,

The Southerners were partially covered by the cedars and
the dense underbrush. At the moment, the buttermits were busy
thPawing up field iortifications, Tirst, the Rebel artillery and

then the infantry ogened on the bluecoats. Since ¥ilroy had sent

Nis srtlllerists to Fortress Rosscrans te refill their liwbers,

I; e hzd no guns with hich to soften up the southerners' position.

Several erashing voileys from Rate's infantry causad the Unlon

skirmishers ta falter. Falling back, tney fell in on the flanks

)
I

of Tromas! battle lire, Urdaunted, Thomas! brigade continued to
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press ahead in "good order®, Réaching the center of the field,

Thomas halted his soldiers. Coalng to the ready, the bluecoats

sent a wWoll-almed volley ¢rashing into the Confederates' ranks,

e e o wmms m AT S e

For the next ten to fiftean minutes, the opposing battle lines ij;'"$?

N S 2
blazed/away at each other. 5 A %
S T [ pe

Colonel Anderson's brigade experienced considerable '.Ji"'“

difficulty in keeping pace with Thomas' tattle line. BRetween then,

the limestone outcroppings and underbrush gave Anderson's troops a

difficult time. To expedite his mareh, Anderson was cozpelled to

[
alter his formation. From line of battle, Ahderson redeployed his | ”
regiments into columns by companies. In addition, Anderson's q
soldiers rsceived some attention from the Qonfederate artillerists, é

Approaching the cotton field where Thomas! troops were engaged in

their deadly contest with Bate's infantry, Anderson reeformed his b {

brigade into line of bzttle, The 177th Ohio was on the right, the 1

12th Indiana Cavalry (dismounted) in the center, and the 178th g1

. . 20
Coio ocin the left,

Once he saw that Anderson's brigade was within easy ’
supporting distance, General ¥ilroy ordered Thomas to charge the Iy it o

Confederates,, Thoaas led his men forward, Thomas' battle iine

fought its way out of the cotton field and into the edge of the .

woods., Milroy now observed that a Strong force of Confederates . ’ o |

Hit
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(S=ars! Hiselssipplans ard Jackson's Georgians) were advancing to
turn his right flanx. 7o couater thais threat, ¥ilroy had Colonel
Anderson rush the 177th Chio to the fromt. Colonel Wilcox deployed
his regiment at right anglea to Thomas' battle line; the left flank
of the 177th Chio rested on ths right of ths 8th iinnesota.
Skirmishers were advanced and +4ilcox's troops ¢rimly waited for
Seara’ and Jackson's butternuts.to attack,

Imzediately thereaiter, iilroy comsitted anothar one of
Anderson's regiments, The general personally conducted the 178th
Ohic to the froni. He used this regiment to prolong Thomas' battle
line to the left., Aaderson's remaining regzimant, the 12th Indiana
Cavalry (Jiswounted), was used to bolster Tromas' right, <7

In the meantime, the fighting in the edge of the woods
had cortimied to rage. TDuring the short time that it lasted,
Kilroy repcrted, "the roar and fire of musketry was lile the
thunder of a volcano, and the line wuvered as if moving'against a
mirricane®. lilrgy was afraid that his soldiers wers about to
give way. Since the 1?8th Onic on the left of the line was not
heavily engeged, ¥ilroy sent an aide t> ordsr Colonel Joabdb 4,
Stafford te shift his unit to the.right. At tihe same time, the

Lth Indiana Cavalry {(dismounted) was directed to advance to
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Thomas' assistance. Milroy planned to use these two comparatively
firesh regiments to relieve Thomas' bluecoats, who had heretofore
borne tha brunt of the fighting, 28

“hen they saw the reinforcenents moving to their supoort,

Thomas' soldiers made a final surge. Letting loose with a terrible

battle cry, Lhey "carted over the enemy's works™. Cn the right,

the soldiers of Companies C and ¥, 8th Iinnesota blazed away at

the 5th Company, JWashington ‘rtiller. A mumber of the

louisianians' horsges had been killed or wounded. +~hen the cannoneers

sougnt to lead up additional horses to withdraw their guns, they
were likewise cut down, In the end, the canroneers succeeded in

saving one of thelr three guns, tne others had to be abandoned.

But as the fortunes of war would have it, soldiers from the 1l74th

Ohio reached the twe 12-pounder Napoleons first and claimed their

captive. Unubie to stop this Union swesp, Palmer's and Lash's
infantry took to their heelz. The right flank and center of Bate's
main iine of resistance had veen hopelessly shatiered. 23

Seizing a stand of colors, Forrest tried to rally tae
two broken brigades. The frightened soldiers, howe#er, refused to

listen to either Forrest's entreaties or his appeals to their

patriotism, Wild with fury, at the infantrymen's behavior, the

general "took it upon himself to resent personally their shameful




conduct®, 30 -

An artillerist in the Columbus Ceorgia Artiliery, W. A,

Calloway, wrote of Forrest's efforts to halt the spresding panic.

The cannonser recalled:

I was an eye-witrness to an interesting
incident of this fight at Hurfreestorsuin.

During the stampede or retreat, which almost

amounted to a panic, Forrest rode ln among ihe

infantry, ordering tne men to rally, and doing

all in his power to stop the retreat. He rcde

up and down the lLines, shouting, "ially, wen e ;
for God's sasa, rally!® The canic stricken

soldiers, however, paid no heed to the genercl.,

flushing towards a color-bezver Wwno was Tennicy

for dear 1ife, he ordzred him to halt., Failing

to nave his command obeyed, he drew his pistsl

and shot itnhe retreating soldiér doun,

Lismountin~y, Forrest took the colors,

remunted nis horst, trd, riding in {ront of

tne soldiers, waved tas colors at taem and

finally sucseeded in rallying theam to thelir

duty. -~

¥y this time, hcwever, Palmer's and lash’s brigades haz fled

-

.

aeross Overall Creek. Here, they were joined bty Sears'

belal
iitgsissipsians, 7°

Placing himsslf at the head of Smith's and Jzozson's

origzades, Jereral Bate prepared to ecunterattack, Eate was

ropeful that a sudden onslaught delivered agalnst ths »ight flank

nf liilroy'e battle line might check the Unlen breakthr-zgh. Ey

ths time that Major Shaalf had placed Jackson's Georgians on

W
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Smith's left, it was too late for a counterthrust to save the day,
One look told PBate that Lash's and Palmer's troops, }or the time
being at least, had lost their will to fight. To make matters
worse, Sears' lMississippians disappeared., (The Mississippians,
Instead of taiking position on Jackson's left, had retired to the
west side f Overall Creex.) Canceling his ordecs for an advance,
Bate prepared to fight a delsying action to cover the retreat of
113 coarsdes. As soon as the bluecoats had occupled the
traastuorics abondened oy Lash's and Paleer's buttermuts, Zate
proczeds o radeploy Jackson's and Smita's trigades, The troops
w“eraq posicd in linz of battle in tine cedars north of amnd parallel
to thw silklnoon pilke., In case the Federals tried to exploit
their suciesg Ly sweeping down the piks, Bate would be able to
taike them in the ilank, -7 -

in the meantiso, sorrest had sent one of his staff
officers, iajor Joha P, Strange, %o contact General Jackson,
Strange, in accordance with Jorrest's orders, told Jackson that

Peverything depewied” on th: cavalry, Zeacling with his customary

vigor, Jackeon rushed Arustrong's Hilssissippl brigade to the

B

iodantry s assistanca.
3y the tlme Armstrong's trocpers approached the Wilkinson

plke, Milroyle bluecoats were feelirg ‘their way toward Cverall

21
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Cresk. In the mopping up operations which followed the collapse
of Lash's and Palmer’'s brigades, the Federals captured 197
prisoners and a stand of colors. Except for the harassing fire
of a battery emplaced north of the pike, the bluecoats encountered
little difficulty as they drove ahead., Within a short tine,
iilroy's vanguard reached the Jidow Suidltn's house,

Colonel Thomas now approached Milroy and told the
general that several of his regiments hﬁd exhausted their
ampunition. Milroy accordingly halted his command. The troops
wore “o replenish their cartridge-boxes from an ordnance wagon
which had Jjust overtaken the qommand. In addition, the Federals
were cheered bty the return of the battery. The gunners had
rofilled their limbers. 35

Pending tne resupiption of the advance, Milroy learned
that a strong force of Confederate Cavalry (Arms#rong's) was
roving against his left, Colonel Jones, whose 174th Ohio was
sosted on the left, qhickly formed his troops in the edge of a
czdar thicket with an open field to their front., Here, Jones was
Joinad. by two other regiments, Before the Rebel troopers could
close with Jones' bluecoats, Captain Bundy shouted for his

cannoneers to unlimter their pleces. Placing their six pleces in

e




n with

battery, the artillerists raked Armstrong's oncoming horsexs

shot and shell. Unatle to breast this fire, the Mississippl

%6

Just as Milroy was getting ready to

cavalryaen fell back.
exploit this success,

a staff officsr galloped up and handed him an urgent comrmanication

from General Rousseau. Glancing at the messagsa, ¥Alroy learned

that a "large rebel infantry force" was approaching from the north.

Rousseau accordingly wanted Milroy to return to Fortress Rosecrans

at his earliest opportunity. calckly re-forming his column on the

pike, Hilroy atarted for the fortress. Covered by the 1Zth Indiana

Cavalry (dismounted), ¥ilroy witndrew his troops "in as good order

as it LEhey wergY cowing from an afternocon drill®, By 6 p. m.,

the iroops were back at Fortress iwsecrans. After the general had

tharked them, the txoopa were dismissed and permittsed to return to

37

Lneir quarters.

Geéneral Buford's cavalry division had been responsible
for the recall of ¥ilroy's victorious legions. Luring the

afternocn, Fuford's troopers had gweot down the Lebanon pike.

Driving in the Unlon outposts, Buford's dismounted greyclads fought

thelir way into Marfreesboro from the north. Unable to contain

Puford!s advance, the garrison took cover in the brick btuildings




surrounding “he square., To drive the Yanxees from their strong

RN |
their six guns, the Tenneesee cannoneers begzan to hammer these LN

improvised forts to pieces,

As soon as General Rousaeau learned of Puford's attack,
he sent a meaber of nis staff to recall !ilroy's column, Next;
the Zeneral prepared to march to the relief of the Murfreesboro

garrison. Accompanied by a regiment of infantry and a section of

S PR WM MRy ) S S St e s

artillery, Houzseau rode out of Fortress Rosecrans, Proceeding to
1 arfreeshoro, itoussesu's column launched a vigorous counterattack.
Within a few mimites, Rousseau's Yankees had bested the dismounted
t>nfederates, Leaving a number of dead and prisoners behind,

Eufcrd‘a greyclads witndrew up the Lebanon pike. The Yederalis, :
g satisfied with their success, failed Lo make an effective pursuit, 38 , 3 li%@;

AL the tinme of Rousseau's thrust, four of Morton's suns
o

JEL
iere unlimoered below the old academy and two above. The ;Mf!!&x
sharpshcotling Federals quickly cut down the teams which were used
wa pull the two upper guns and their caissons. Galloping to this = ' ‘f»
% psition, Captain Morton shoutsed for the artillerists to strip the

{¥rness from the dead animals and throw it onto the caissons and EK 3

|
Jlisbera, Assisted by several of the dismounted cavalrymen, the L t

. 2. i ,;
{finners marhandled the pieces down thg wbodbpry pike, ibout one- " "3?

i
[lalf mile east of Hurfreesboro at Major Sparks' residence, the | _ : aiw lig
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s froz the savalry.

39

Confederate cannoneers were avlie to secure herse

These, they eagerly hitched to the guns and caissons.
Shortly after #ilroy's column had fallen back, General

Bato recelved an order from Forrest to join him. Accompanied by

Jackson's and Smith's brigades, Bate recroased Jverall Creek about

suivicwvn. On the west side of the strean, *ats found lLash's,

Palmer's, and Sears' trigades. He had not seen these units since

the Unlon breakthrough. A4s soon as the last of the infantry had

crossed the creek, Forrest directed Bate to psroceed to Stewartsboro,
with Smith's brigade bringing up the rear, the infantry returned

to the Nashville pike. It was almost midnight when the infantxy

erosaed Stewarts Creck and went into camp. Armstrong's brigade,

with wnich Forrest spent the night, picketed the Jvarall Cresi

crossings. 40

In the Satile of the Cedars, as the engagement of the

7th was designated, the Federals reported their losses as 22

willed and 190 wounded., Of these, Thomas'® brigade lost a great

wajority, 21 dead dnd 167 injured. General Bate listed his

casualties as 19 killed, 73 wounded, and 122 missing. The

Confederate cavalry leaders falled to make a report of their

loases in theobattle. 41

On tae 7th, Colonel B, H. Hill's mounted infantry made




another attempt to talk the defenders of Blockhouse No., 7 lnto

surrendering. A truce party again approached the stockade. The

Confederate spokesman gave Licutenant Glosser "“ten miputes to
surrender or be burned with Greek fire, etc." Despite Glosser's
rejection of their de.‘aands, tne Retels made no effort to earry out
their threat. Instead, they closely blockaded the approaches to

the blockhouse, hoping to wear down the bluecoats' will to resist. 42
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33 Icid.
3 Itid., 755.

. 35 Ikid., €18, 620, €25, The captured stand of colors belonged
to the 1st and 2d Florida (Consolidated) Infantry.
36

.o €18, 62¢, 625, 755.

37 611, 613, 620.
38 Iouid., 613-615; wyetn, Wifz of General N. B. Forrest, 553.

Rousseau reported that his men captured 25 Confederates, at a cost
Lo themselves of one man wsunded.
39 John 4. Yorton, The Artillery of Mathan Bedford Forrest's
; Cavalry, (Mashville, 1909), 281-282.

40 0. R., Series I, Yol. XV, pt. I, 747, 755.
n 41 Ibid., 611, 620, 747. General Rousseau claimed that Mlroy's
task force captured 2¢7 prisoners, including 18 ccmmissioned
cificers, in the battle,
L2 ;g;ﬁ., 635. The threat to burn out the Federals with Gresk

fire was made in General Forrest's name.
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THE RISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Chapter VII

Forrest Tries to Squeeze the Yankees Out of Fortress Rosecrans

General Late's soldiers were put back to work tearing up
the railroad on the 8th., The unseasonably waria weather which had
prevailed since the Cornfederates had re-entered Tennessee now
changed, It siarted to snow and the ground froze, Consequently,
the snivering demolition teaws did not make nuch progress, To
make matiers worse, many of the men ha& worn out their shoes and

wers Darefooted. In an effert to 3olve this protlem, Pate hac his

. chief guartermaster impress every pair of shoes he could find in

the local stores. Furthermore, many of the civilians willingly
donated their extra shoes ic the suffering soldiers. In spite of

these stringent measures, Pata was only partially able to supply

his m2nts demands for footwear. The barns and storehouszes in this

portion of Rutherford County, however, were overflouing. rrox:
these, the Confederstes wers able to draw a “superatundance of

rations”,

3

In the meantime, General Hood had learned of Forrest's

defeat in the battle of theé Cedars. Hood.now decided to adopt a.
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nhew course of action, Instead of attacking the Union fortifications,

: Forrest was to try to squeeze Rousseau out of Fortress Rosecrans,

On the afternoon of the 8th, Hood sent his cavalry leader a message

directing him to drive in the Union outposts, At the same time,

Forrest was to leave the Qay open for the Federals to retire

"toward iebanon or any otner direction they may choese®,

Barlier in the day, Hood had ordered Colonel Charles H,
Olastead!

S brigade to report to Forrest, Olmstead's Georgians had
-l

been employed in throwing up a second line of breastworks in front

X of the Mashville perimeter, a short distance east of the

Nolensville pike. Following the receipt of this order, Olmgstead

promptly put hig Gﬂorglans on the road, Harching via the

Nashville-hurfreeaboro vike, Olmstead's troons reached -

Stewartsboro at nightfall and camped. 3
Late on the afternoon of the 8th, Hood had some second

thoughts on the Murfreesboro situation., In view of the bad

showing made bty the inf

the general announced
that the cavalry leader would retain Olmstead!

8 and Palmer's




promised to gsend Forrest "another division of infantry, one of the
best in the army". 4

During the nizht, Hood changed his mind. The orders
rertaining to Bate's and Sears' commands would stand. Hood,
however, now decided to reduce his comritrzents in the lurfreestoro
sector, He would not send a division to replace Bate's unit.‘xiq
2 letter informing the cavalry leader'of.this, Hood pointed oﬁt
that Forrest would have the two infantry brigades (Olmsteaa's and
Palmer's) which hs retained, entrench themselves at aither
Stewarts Creek or Lavergns, Henceforth, Forrest's command would
function as a corps of observation, A brigade of cavalry would be
oirdered to the Lebanon arza. This unit was to picket the area
betveen Lebanon ard the "Hermitage", 5

Hood had issued a directive detaching Colon=1 Hill's
mounted inTantry, 48 hours before, Hill's command was sent to
Redford, Giles and Marshall counties. In addition to breaking up
the tiome Guard, Hill's trocpars were to requisition animals for
ths use of the arwy. Any men encountered who were liable for
military duty were to be conscripted, Hill would see that ths
principal mills in these three counties were put back into

6

ogeration.

Forrest moved quickly to carry odt'Hood's‘instructions.




Bate's and Sears' troops left Stewartsboro on the morning of the
10th, The recent sleet storms and severe freezes had covered the
Kashville pike with a sheet of ice. dorse, nearly one-fourth of
the infantrymen were without shoes. "Yet", General Bate recalled,
-they "plodded 'their weary way' under thess adverse circumstances
(many with bleeding feet)". The foot-soldiers spent the night at

Antioch and rejoined their parent units before kashville early the
next day, 7

“When Colonel Hill's troopers advanced into Beaford .County,

they prepared to attack Blockhouse No, 9. near Bell Buckle. A
detachment from the lljth Ohio commanded by Lieutenant Yerchant S.
Hurd garrisoned this stockade., Hill sent forward an officer with

flag of truce to demand the Yankees' surrender. durd refused,
Replying, he told the Confederates that “if they wanted the block-
house, they must come and take it®, . Not having any artillery,
Hill sent his dismcunted troopers to the attack. After firing a
lew ineffeetual volleys, the Cohfederates fell tack and made no
further attempt to reduce the blockﬁouse. 8

On December 11, General Forrest, in accordance with

Hood's directive, ordered one of ?uford's brigades (Colonel Edward
Crossland's) to "the Hermitage", Uéog reaching tthe Hermitage",

Crossland's troopers picketed the crossing of the Gumberland River,




from Stones River on the left %o Cedar Lick Creek on the right,

Tha naxt day (the 12th), Forrest had Olmstead's and
Palmer's infantry hard st work tearing up the railroad between
Iavergne&and~0verall Creek, Several additional attempts were made
ty the Confederates to induce the garrison holding out in
Blockhouse No, 7 to lay down their arms, Lieutenant Glosser,
howaver, resolutely refused to listen to the Rebel demands, 9

“ince the Nashvills and Chattanooga Railroad had been
cut on the 2d, Rousseau's troops had been living off the rations
stockpiled in the Fortress Rosecrans magazines, In addition,
these rations were supplemented by food;tuff'requisitioned by
foraging frem the neighboring farms, By ihe 12th, however,
certain items were nearly exhausted. Rousseau decided to send a
train to atevenson to pick up supplles. At dark, a ls-car train
pulled out of the Hurfreesboro yards and started for Stevenson,
The train was guarded Ly a 150-man detachment from the 61st
I1linois. About 40 men from the 1lst ‘dchizan Engineer Regiment
also rode the care, The engineers. were taken along to repair any
breaks in the track which might be encountered. Colonel Grass of -
the 61st I1linois was in charge of the guard., The trip down to
Stevenson, where the train arrived on the 13th._was uneventful,

It took the employees of the commissafy deﬁartment most of the day

- Bls g Mt g
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to load the box cars., At an early hour cn the 1l4th, the train
started on its return trip. ‘hirty members of the 12th Indiana
Cavalry (dismounted) who had been stranded at Stevenspn. hoping to
rejoin tneir outfit, hitched a ride on the train, 10

The angine \;as'una'cle to biild up a good head of steam.
Therefore, considerable difficulty was experienced in getting over
the Cumberland Mouniains.. It was almost dark when the locomotive
chugged into Bell Fuckle. Licutenant Hurd told Colomel Grass that
he had heard reports of Confederate activity betwsen Pell Puckle
and lurfreesvoro. The cclonel, having been delayed enough already,
decided to procaed. )

Ganeral Rwss' scouts had spotted the train when it
passed thrcugh Christiana on the evening of the,thh; In hopes of
capturing the train on its return, Ross had his troopers remove
severa). rails, The 3d and &éth Texas Cavalry were posted nearby. 12

Rouéseau Was understandably élated by his success in
serding a train through to Stevenson., The gensral, howsver,
realized that the Confederates would undoubtedly try to intercept
the train on ite return, On the 13th, he placed Colonel Thomas

Saylor of the 4th ilichigan in charge of a second train., After

entraining his regiuent, Saylor ﬁasvto head southward. In addition

R -y
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to gathering wood, the Michiganders were to see if the Rebels had

ripped up any track since the Passage of the first train,

Three mileg south of lurfreestoro, the Federals discovered

& culvert on fire, A few greyclad horsemen weare spotted loitering

ato.t the area, After tae train had stopped, a number of the

“¥ichiganders detrained and cuickly extinguished the blaze, Zefore

continuing, 3aylor detached a sanall Patrol which was left to guard -

the culvert, At a point a%out nine niles from Hurfreesboro, the

conductor stopped the train, He then told the colonel that here

¥as the best place in the area to collect fuel.

By 4 p, m,, the working parties had loaded the cars with

wood. At a word from Colonel Saylor, the troops serambled tack

acoard .and the traln started for Fortress Rosecrans, Fefore the

train had proceeded very far, dense clouds of smoke were seen

rising froam the tryci a short distance ahead., By the time the

engincer had stopped the train, a strong force of Ross' Texans,

who wers posted bebind 3 ridgs on the west side of the track, had

orened fire, ‘ithout a momenttg hesitation, Colonel Saylop

ordered two of his companies to detrain, Leaping off the cars,

the Michiganders deployed on the run. After a brisk clash, the

bluecoats forced the Rebels to fall back.,

59




In the meantime, g fatigue Party had put out the fire
“hich the Southerners had kindled on the right of way,

SRS e ik e

To make

matters worse, the Texans had also torn up about 50 feet of track,

R et

ievertheless, the grim ichiganders went to work with a will, The

rails, which had teen thrown to one side, were soon re-laid, Ry

this time, the buttermts had succeeded in bringing up their

artillery -- Morton's battery, Saylor shouted for his troops to

get back atoard the train, Whenm the train qiq not start, the !

It
colonel learnsd to his horror that tha engineer and thae brakeman !

nad disappeared, After about ten mimutes, during which time the

soldiers were exposad to 3 galling fire, the engineer reappeared,

4 Scrambling ontn the locomotive. the engineer started the train,

To hold off the Confedorates, Colonel Saylor deploysd a line of

skirnishers, These bluacoats I2llowed alone tehind the slow-movin
g g

train, Rogs! Texans launched several sharp attacks on the rear

guard, but were beaten nrr,

| During the fighting, a projectile pierced the boiler of

lthe locomotive, £y the time the train héd reached a point abtout
tour miles from Murfreesboro. all the steam had escaped, The
Federals were foreed to.push the trainathe rest of the way into

W18 rurfreesooro yards, In the fight for the train, Colonel Saylor B




reported that he lost 17 men: 1 killed, io wounded, and 6 missing.
General Ross made no report of his losses, 13 ‘

Stung by their fallure to capture the 4th Michigan, Ross'
Texans were determined to see that the next train did not get
through, It vas about 2 a, m. on the 15th when the supply train
from Stevenson approached Christiana. Seeing the torn up track,
the engineor slammed on the brakes. A shot was fired by a -
Confederate vedette to alert his comrades., Dashing forward, a
Rebel patrol ripped up several rails behind the train. When
Colonél Grass gave orders -for the engineer to start backing, the
conductor told him iﬁ was now impossible. Grass shouted fop his
rien to get off the train. VUpon detarking, the soldiers were
deployed on either side of the road bed; the Michigan enginecrs
were put to work repairing the break. A messenger was sent
racing ahead to notify General Rousseau of the train's predicﬁment
snd to ask for reinforcements, 14

Since ths rails had been torn up in a number of places,
progress was agonlzingly slow, Daybreak found the bluecoats six
miles south of rurfreesboro. To make matters worse, the 3d and
€th Texas Cavalry had them hemmed in. Taking cover in a railroad
cut, thelFederals grinly preparsd to try to hold out perding the
‘ arrivai of a relief column. As soon gs'Ross'had'dismounted'the.3d

and 6th Texas, he sent tnea to the attack. The Federals beat off

- SO TR T
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this initia] thrust on the part of the Teians.

e i A

Next, Ross brought up Morton'sg artillery,
from the Confederata

A few shells
€uns convinced Colonel Grass that he had
better abandon the train and try

p

to save his command, Sailying

forth, the tluecnats sought to cut theip way through to Fortress

dcsecrana, Zefore they had

- P

proceeded ver:- far, the Federgls were

charged by the 6th Texas, supported by the 3d Texas, Colonel !

Grass and over one-half of hig regiment, along with the

detachment from the 1st

‘idehigan Engineers and most of the

dismounted Indiana cavalriymen, yereo eithor killed op taken

The left wing of the 61st Illinoig led by Major Jeroma
B. Nulton Succeeded in forei

: l prisoner,

ng its voor throuech the charging Rebels
l and resclied Blockhouse Mo, &,

cf refuge, 15

Here, the soldiers found g haven

Ross' Texans were delighted with their success, Pesides

about 200 Prisoners, they had captured

& very valuable supply 5 ;q
train, Breaking into the box cars,

| lthey contained sugar, coffee, h

estimatod that the train carried a

the Southernerg found that
ardtack, and bacon, Ross

"full 200,000 rations",

Hefore,
! Ihe Southerners “ere able to nake off with al1 the cormiss

ary

; itores, their work was interrupted, learning of the attack on the | |

> y by
r, O 1
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train, General Rousseau ordered General sidlroy to take several

regiments and march to its relief. £lacing himself at the head of

a "flying column®, {ilroy stated down the Shelbyville pike, At

Blockhouse No, 8, :iilroy rendezvoused with the survivors from the

attack,

Ross' gcouts had kept the general constantly apprised of
‘Milroy's progress., ot wanting to fight a pitched battle with

dilroy's column, Ross had his men set fire to the boxcars and all

the rations which they were unable to carry with them., As soon as

the demolition teams had completed their work, the Confederates

retired from the area, The Federals reached the train shortly

aftervards, After salvaging what they could, lilroy's troops

returned to Fortress Rosecrans, 16

Forrest, to tighten the squeeze on the defenders of

Fortress Rosecrans, moved against the Union foraging parties which

ting in the easternm part of Rutherford County, Leaving

Stewurtsbore on the morning of the 15th at the head of two -

infartry brigades (Olmstead's and Palmer's) and one cavalry

brigade (Bell's), Forrest crossed Stones itiver at Jefferson, By

nightfall, Forrest's command was east of Murfreestoro, Any plans

whichh tne general might have had.fdr forcing the Yankees out of

ka
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wWilkinson's Cross-Roads. hightfall found all of Forrest?

Fortress Rosecrans were now abruptly terminated., A staff officer
galloped up to Forrest's command post, ﬁe excitedly told Forrest
that during the morning the Federals had seiged the initiagtive
on the approaches to lashville, A major battle was in progre¢s.
gocd wanted Forrest to mass his com~and and hold it ready to march
to the assistance of the Army of Tennasssee, 17

Befors retiring for the night, Forrest drafted the

orders which would govern the movements of his command in the

mOrning. Jackson was to recall his troopers, who were watching

the roads south of Murfreestoro. He was to concentrate them on
the Wilkinson pike, near the Jidow Smith'sg, Jlmstead's and
Palm&r's'infantnv. and Bell!

§ cavalry erlgades were to recross

Stones River at Jefferson, The cavalry was to take position naar
tha Liouth of Overall Creek. «xhiile the infantry bivouacked near

Blockhouse No, 7, 18

To counly with Forrest's instructions, each of the unit
comranders had His men on the road early on the 16th, Before the
various commands were abls to reach their designated destinations,

Forrast changed his plans, Supplemental instructions were drawn

up and d*strihuted directing the organizations to march to

s troops,

R e e
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except for Crossland's brigade, at the stipulated rendezvous.

| (Crossland's troopers were Wwatching the cr;ssings of the

Cumverland near "the dermitage”.,) Here, Forrest received the

stunning news that Hood's army had suffered a smashing defeat in

t3e oattle of Nasnville.

The staff officer who carried these evil tidings also

brought urgent orders from Hood. Forrest was to retire into

north Alabama by way of Snelbyville and sulaski. After

concentrating hig cavalry, Forrest would use it to protect the

. 1
rear of lood's badly teaten army . ?

Lasedistely, orders wers drafted and forwarded to Burord,

directing hia to recall Crossland's trigade from "the da2ruaitacen,
o =Y [ .

At Lavergne, Crogsland's troopers would rendezvous with Nell's,

Hils division reunited, Puford would hold the Mashville pike long

enough to permit Forrest's artillery and trains to steal a march

on the federals,

Since his trains and sick (along with atout 400 Union

prisoners) vere at Triure, Forrest décided ot to retreat vig

Shelbyvilile. instead, e turned his column toward Iillard's Hil1l

on the luck ﬁiver. The infantry and Rpss! brigade accompanied the

trains.  As soon as tne trains and aﬁtillery'we;e well on their

13

.
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way to the Duck River, Pur

ord's division aka

ndoned itgs roadblock

and moved to Franklin. Thig ¥as on the afternoon of the 17th,

Franklin, Suford reported to Chalmers, Hood placed

Chalmers in teunorary command of the tuwo divisions and ¢

him with the task of covering the arsge!

h#rged .

S retreat,

The next day,

Armstrong’'s

iﬁssissippians, h

2ving been detached by

?orrest. also

Ey nightrall on the 18th, the Confederate
rear guard had passed beyond Spring

'iloff their pursuers, the

A torritie condition,

reported to Chalmers,

Hi1l. 1In an offort to hold

&rim troopers took position behind
Ruatherfordts Creek."o

The road along which Forrest's column moved was in

To make matters worse, the weather was

intensely cold and nany of Olmstead!

: lere barefooted, Both the foot-

inadsquately clad,

s énd Palmer!g infantrymen

soldiers and Rosg! cavalrymen were

In addition, Forrest was forced to hold doun

i
k Ihe Pace of the march, so tha

t the several hundred beef-cattle and

logs “hich had been collected for the use of the comnigsary
' Wepartment would wot have to te

'lumn reached Lillard's 111 ar

, shoved Forrest t

left behind, The head of the

Out noon on the 13th, One glance

hat recent rains had had their effect, the Duck
_Elver was ri,sing rapidly,

Even before“a1l the train had reached




the south bank, the river became unfordable., The general was
congelled to turn the remainder of his column toward Columbia.

After a huird march, orrest's exhausted comzand reached Columbia

late in the evening, 21

At daybreak on the 1%tna, Forrest received a report that

ths recerals had reached futherford's Creck. itagtening to the

point of danger, Forrest took charge of the Confederate rear guard,

hood had originally planned to hold the line of the Duck
Aiver and thus retain a féothold in Middle Tennessee.. Put, on
mature reflection, Hood decided it would be test to gat out of
Tennessee, lie would place the unfordable Tennessee River between
nis arcy and the oncouing ?ederql lagions., Forrest séconded this
course of action. Furthermore, ne volunteered to protect the rear
of the retreating armV if he were reinforced by a reliable
infantry contingent. Hood accordingly assigned Major General
Edward C. althall's 1,90C-man division to Forrest's command, At
the same time, Olmstead's and Palmer's brigades were raeassigned to
their pareﬁt units, Jith these rugggd foot-soldiers and his own
cavalry, Forrest shouldered the heart. treaking task of holding off

the pursuers, while the Aruy of Tennessee pulled back into the

Tennessee Valley. Forrest successfully discharged this trying

15
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assignment; the battered army recrossed the Tennessee River on the

25th and 26th of December .. 4 dismal way to celebrate

A state of normaley quickly returned to the Mhrfreesborp

area in the wake of Hood's rout at the battle of Nashville, On

the morning of the 17th, the Union Pickets reported that all the

Rebels (with the exception of g few stragglers) had disappeared

from the approaches to Fortress Rosecrans., Refore the day was

over, Rousseau received a message from General Thomas announcing

that his "Aryy Group" had scored a Sweeplng success, Thomas wanted

Rousseau to have all "the new regiments recently sent to

ﬁurfreosborourh and not a portion of the permanent garrison"

alerted to report to either the IV or XXIII Army Coryus,

Furthermore, Rousgeau was to send out construotion parties and see

that the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad Wwas restored to service

"in the shortest possible time®, 23

By the morning of the 2Gth, the suﬁerintendent of the

construction’ crews that were working on the railroad south of

Murfreestoro reported that the right of way was reopened for

traffic. PRefore nightfall, ten trains had reached Murfreesboro

from Chkttanooga. These trains were to be used to shift Steedman's

command to Bridgeport. Steedman s blueclads. after participating

Christmas, 2

T o O Y ey e




in the pursuit of Hood's army as far as Franklin, had been sent to
furfreesboro. Thomas planned to use Steedman's troops to intercept
Hood's army as it was recrossing the Tennesges River. Quickly
entraining his ccumand, Steedman left for Bridgeport on the
afternoon of the 22d., (Steedman, however, was too late; the Army
of Tennesses was able to withdraw across the Tennessee River before
Steedwman's soldiers could 1nterv§ne.)
| Rougseau, on the 21st, traﬁaferréd his headquarters back
to Nashville. At tnis time, he asked Thomas Lf 1t would be all
right toc order Milroy's command to return to Tullahoma., At the
rate the reconstruction was procesding on the Nashville-Murfreesboro
section oi*the railroad, Rousseau predicted that it would te back
in operation within several days. Guard detachments were
aceompanying the bridge-tuilding and track-laying details, to ward
off the sttacks of Confederate irregulars, 4

The superintendent of the construction crews was as good
as his word. By Christmas Eve, the railrosd between Nashville and
#urfreestoro had been reopened, To protect the bridges,
detachments from the sadly reduced 115th Ohio roved out on
Christmas Day and, assisfed by,dethils from the 1st Michigan

2ngineers, bogan to rebuild the blockhouses which rorrest's

°
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troopers had destroyed. 25
Thomas having raised no objection, Rousseau authorized
Hilroy to re-estaclish his headquarters at Tullahoma, Following

#ilroy's departure for Tullahoma, Van Cleve on Christmas Day

resumed cormmnard of all the Uninsn troops rased in and around
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1 Q. R., Series I, Vol. AW, pt. I, 247, Major stae—z P. Tyree
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6  Inid., 660.
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. 12 U. H., Series I, Vol, X, pt. I, ?73:,
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13 B;Lgi_.. 634, The brakeman had permanently decamped,

14 Ibid., 621, 771;&@mum=ﬁmmwgimﬁm
of Illiroig, IV, 242,

15 ZItid.

16 Inig.

17 Q, R., Series I, Vol, LWV, pt. I, 740, 756; Wyeth, 1ife of
General-H. B. Forrest, 553,

18 Q. 2., Series I, Vol. X, pt. II, 693,

19 &. R., “eries I, Vol, Xwv, pt, I, 740, 756, 771; I’Iyef;h. Life

_f_ General N. R. Forrest, 553,
20 ¢, R., Series I, Vol. X1v, pt. I, 756, 766. 72a.

21 Ibid., 740, 756, 771; Ayeth, Life of Gensral ii. B. Forregt, S61.

€2 Stanley Horn, The Army of T ~=hnesgee: A Xilitary History
 (Indian: apolis, 1941), 420,

| 23 0. R., Series I, Vol. 4LV, ot. I, 635; Q. R., Series I, Vol.
ALV, st, II, 243, Acenrdingly, on Decamber 23, tha 174th, 178th,
and 181at Ohio, the Hth Minnesota, and the 14Gth Indiana were

l ordered to Columbia, The repair crews {vorking on the Nashville

I and Chattanooga would have to relasy seven and three-fourths milegs °

| of track and rebuild 530 feet of brldges which had been destroyed

by thp nebels during t.neJ.r invasion of Alddle 'I‘ennessea.

|
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| 2% Q. R., Series I, Vol, AW, pt, II, 304
I . om.
{26 Itid., 35%. By tnis time,

L4

the Fortress Rosecrans garrison had

been reduced to five infantry regiments (the 12th Indiana Cavalry
[dis nounteq/. the €1st Illinois,

and the 13d, bth, and 29th

Michigan), and three batteries (Pattery D, 1st Michigan Light

. IArtillery, the 12th Ohio Battery, and the 8th Wisconsin Battery).
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APPENDIX A | f ]

1
1

LIST OF BLOCKHOUSES AND THE RECOM(MENDED GARRISONS TO PROTECT THE * ;
' |

NASHVILIE AND CHATTANOOGA RATIROAD BETWEEN NASHVILLE AND ‘CHATTANOOGA & X

Koy Locglity Iroons

1 Mill Q‘eek NOQ 10.0'...0000.0.050000000.0..‘00000000.. 30 . ;
Mill Creek No. 2....o...n.c.o.o.'.0000010000000000000' 30
Mill Creek Yo. 3..-.-.-.o.-.-.o.o.-;---..-o-o-.~o?oOooc 30

Hurricane Creek (one-half mile north of La Vergne).... 30

e Qo N A \n F W N

Bridge near SIyTNAcssscescssesscsssssesssscssscssesace 30 {
SteWArt's Cre€l.eesoecessscoscssssesscscsscsasesssssss 30 /
Overall's Creék..-..................................... 30
Stone's River (Fortress ROSACTrans)esescssesscecscsssess 150 ‘*
Stone's River (3 milas south of Murfreesborough)...... 40 :

“

10  Bell Buckle Creek.e.eeecesessocecescsssescsasasssnsene 20

(=)
w

Norman's Creek (Nomandy)...u..u........u.-........ 30

. 11 Creek one-half mile north of Wartrac@.ceeecsscencesncs 1C

' 12 - Wartrace Creeleesecececescsvocesvescesscosccsoscesssns - 30 b

; 13 Garrison's Forkeessessessesessessssanesssssssasesannns 50

l' 14 DUCK RiVOPececeseasasssssccccscssceasssscasosssssssnce 40 'tfl
f

|

=

‘Elock-house should be erected, I think, between (30) ' R §

Normandy and Poor Man's Creek, fhough none is -

!

T’f 5
projected by the eng‘ineers_.] ’ ,: e &
i ‘ N

|




17

foor Man's Creek (one-half mile south of Tullahoma),,
[Ehould be block-house between Poor #an's Creek and
Taylor's Creek, The road through a forest, All
traine stop for wood, and is the werst place for
. guerrillas on the whole road, and the distance is
too great from Poor Man's Creek to Elk River to
adait of patroll;ng the road with safety47
[taylor's Creek (Water Tank) only water bétween
Dechsrd and Tullahoma, Not Srojected by engineers*7
Elk River.........................a..................
Boiling Fork of Elk River (Cowan).o..................
Trestle (1 utle north of Tantalon)eseesesnneenenennes
Trestle (oneequarter mile north of Tantalon)eeeseees.
Eridgze and station (Tantalon)....;............c......
Crow Creek (south of‘?antalon);...........}..........
....do.............................a.................
....do...............................................
....de...............,...............................
Crow Cresk (south cf &nderson)..............jT.......
Dry trestle {south or Aﬁderson)......................

CI'.ON‘ Creek '(south of Anderson‘)........................

.'..do......'....'..'.'I'C....Cl..."...'............

30

(30)

60
30
16
10
20
20
20
20
20
20
10
3
30

ooty

i i
O s,




vy

. . . e
- - - -

Swamp trestle.......................................
Crow Creek..........................................
Crow Creek (three—qﬁarters of a mile from Stevensog)
Creek (1 mile east from SLeVenson)ceeieeeceencennns,

WidOW'S Creek.o'o.noo-Aocoooooooococooooon-ooooo-ooo.

20

30
20

20

20

37 Tennessee River, main btridge, Brldgeport......................

38
29

Tennessee River » Bast brldge Eridgeport. ®0vssecsccee

DZ'y Trestle.........-....-.........n..o.............

40 Nickajack Creek (one-quarter of a mile west of

Ll Creek (one-eighth mile east of She 11lmouhd

L2 Dry trestle {Narrows)

43 Running Water (one-half mile west of Whiteside's)

Shellmound)..............-.........-..uu....u...

)....000.'..

......l'...‘....'..........OOIO.

M Iookout Creek..ﬁ.........‘.............'I........l...

Ls Chattancoga Creek

....‘..0......0'.'.'0.0....‘0...“..

LA X X ] .

100

20

30

30

30

80

i ' 30

*

Q

+ B.. Series I, Vol. XaxII, pt, TI7, 290,

o t e




APPENDIX B

ORDER CF BATTIE

CONFELERATE OPERATIONS AGAINST FCRTRESS ROSECRANS
Decenber 2-.16, 1864

Confederate Foreces
Forrest's Command -- Major General Nathan B, Forrest,
Buford's Division - Brigadier General Abraham Buford,

Esll's Brigade - Colonel Tyree N. Zell,
2d Tennesgee Cavalry - Col, C. R, Barteau,
15th Tennessee Cavalry - Col. 4. N, vidilson,
ZCta Tennessee Cavalry - Col. R. ... dugsell,
2lst Tennessee Cavalry - Col. J, tewson,
Nixon's Tenressee Cavalry - Col, G. H. Nixon,

Crossland's Sricade — Colonel Edward Crossland.
X Lentusioy Llountad Infantry - Col, G, A, C, tiolt,
7th xentucxy .ounted Infantry -
8th Kentucky Mounted infantry - Lt, Col, A, R, Shacklett,
12th Kentucky Cavaliry - Col, W. . Faulkner,
Huey's Kentucky Cavzlry Fattalion -

Jackson's Division - BErigadier General william H, Jackson,

Armstronz's Prigade - Brigadier General Frank C. Armstrong,
lst .ississipod Cavalry - Col, R, A, Finson,
24 lilssigsippd Cavairy - ¥.j, J. J, Perry,
23th . LS3issli,

boCzvalry - Oul, B oE, Starke,

pallentine's “lgsissippi Cavalry Regiment - Lt, Col, W, L
l'la)c;‘ell’. -

Ross' Prigade - Irigadier General Lawrcnce S, Rogs,
Jd Texas Cavalry - Lt, Col. J. 8, toggess.
6th Texas Cavalry - Col, J,» wharton, -
9in Texas Cavalry - Col. T, e Jones,
27th Texas Cavalry - Col. E. R. Hawkings,

irtillery -
Horton's Tennessee Battery (6 guns) - Capt, J, #. Morton,
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Bate's Division - Major General William B. Bate,

Smith's Erigade - Brigadier General Thomas B, Smith.
J7th Georgia Infantry - Captain J. A. Sanders,
b4th Georzia Sharpshooter Sattalion - Maj. T. D, Caswell,

2d, 10th, 20th, and 37th Tennessee Consolidated Infantry -

Lt. Col, 4. . Shy.

Finley's 3rigade - Colonel fobert Pullock (w); Hajor Jacob
A. Lash,

1st and 3d Florida Consolidated Infantry - Capt, 4. H,
Strain.

6th Florida Infantry - Capt. A. McMillan.

7th Florida Infantry - Capt. R. B. smith,

Lst Florida Cavalry (diszounted) and the 4th Florida
Infantry Consolidated - Capt. G. H, Llangford.

Jackson's Erigade - Brigadier General Henry R. Jackson,

1st Georgia Confederate and the €¢th Georgia Consolidated
Infantry -~ Lt, Col, J. C. Gordon.
25th Georgia Iafantry - Cant. J, E, Felton.
29th and 30th Georgia Consolidated Infantry « Col, W. D,
Hitcaell,
1st Geurgia Sharpshooter Rattalion - it, R, C, Xing,

5th Company, Washihgton Artillery (3 guns) - Lt, J. A,
Chalaron, '

Palmer's iirigade - Colonel Joseph B, Palmer,

6Cth iwrth Carolina Infantry - Haj. J. T. Huff.

3d-and 18th Tennessee Consolidated Infantry - [t, Col, ¥, R.
Putler,

23d, 2€th, and 45th Tennessee Consolidated Infantry -~ Col,
4. Searcy,

32d Tennecceses Infantry - .Co1, J. p. hcGuire,

S4th Virginia Infantry « Capt. 4. G. Anderson,

63d Virzinia Infantry - Lt. Col. C. H. Lynch,

fermer's louisiana Battzry (4 guns) - Capt. C. E. Fenner,

Sears' Frigade - Brigadier General Claudius W, Sears,
bth itississipoi Infantry - aj, 7. 2. lelson,
~35th viississippi Infantry -- Col, 4. 5. Barry,
36th liississippi Infantry - Lt, Col. E. Erown,
39th lississipoi Infantry - Capt. E. G. Liles.,
56ti ~-ississiupil Infantry - Capt. J. A, Barwick,
7th Hississippi Iniantry Battalion - Capt. S. D, Harris,

[ -......;.L.;M‘?u{;:_,m) B S S,
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Brookhaven Mississippi Light Artillery (4 guns) - Capt, J. A
Hoskins,

*

Clmstead's Frigade - Colonel Charles Y. Olmsteady,
1st Volunteer Georgia - iaj, M, J. Ford,
S4th Georgia Infantry - Col, C. H, WY .
57th Georgia Infantry - Lt, Col. C. J. Guyton,
63d Georgia infantry - Capt, ©. J, Craven,

- ki et e

III




- Union Forces
Departuent of the Cumberland - ¥ajor General George H. Thomas.

[istrict of Tennesuee - MajJor General Lovell H, Rousseau,

Defense of the Naghville and Chattanooga Railroad - Major ‘ b
General Robert i, ¥ilroy,

1st Frigade - Lrigadier General Horatio P. Van K d
Cleve, :
€lst 1llinois Infantry - Lt, Col. D. Gragg (e);

Haj. J. B. Hulton. . 2 23 . :

14Cth Indiana Infantry - Col. T. J. Brady, : : :
3d Michigan Infantry -~ Col, . B, Houghton. ’ :
4th llchigen Infantry - Col. J. u, Hall,
29th llichigan Infantry « Col. T. Saylor, ,
8th liinnesota Infartry - Col, M. 7. Thomas,
115th Ghio Infantry - Col. T. C. Loone,
174%th Shio Infantry - Col, J, S, Jones,
1c1st Ohio Infantry - Col, Jdo. C'lowd,

79 - |
174 0
88 - ]

(o}

-

0 kW
&

Tortress Rosacrans - ¥ajor Frederick 3chultg, ;
*Lattery I, 1st --Lenigan Light Actillery -
Cazt. He b. Corbin, - {
*12th Battery, Ohio Light Artillery - Cast,
F. Jackson, :
*8th Cfattery, Wisconsin Licht Artillers - ﬁ
Capt. H. E. Stiles. ' i

Unattached - ' !
177th Onio Infantny - Col, A, T, “ileox, -
17ota Ghio infantry -« Col, J. 4, Stafford, -
12th Indigng Cavslry (dismounted) - Col, E,

Anderson,
13th Indiana Cavalry - Col, G, M. L. Johnson,

13ta Battery, New York Light Artillery (4 guns) -
Capt. i, Sundy.

]
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lvm 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

STATE:
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE T
ennessee
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
s Rutherford
) I INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
o ENTRY DATE
(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)
WNAME - o BT T T . ]
C OMMON:

Fortress Rosecransd

AND/OR HISTORIC:

-Same-—

LOCATION. S

STREET ANO NUMBER:

1
1
i
i

f

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT.
Murfreeshoro
STATE cope |COUNTY: cooE
Tennessee. ‘ } b7 Rutherfard
CLASSIFICATION. . = & = R . N ' B T ) :
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) . s v TO THE PUBLIC
[O District {3 Building {3t Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied : Yes:
@ Site [ Structure ] Private [ In Process ' Unoccupied X Restricted
] Object (] Both {J Being Considered (] Preservation work 1" Unrestricted
in progress D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural {7 Government ] Park T} Tronsportation (] Cemments
(O Commercial O Industrial [ Private Residence Other (Specify) —_
{1 Educationa! ] Military (O Retligious Vacant —

] Entertainment O Museum ) O] Scientific

ix:

OWNER OF PROPERTY .- - . - ™%

OWNER'S N AME:

City of Murfreesboro

STREET AND NUMBER:

CiTY OR TOWN: STATE: T ODF

298SSaUUI],

=
I~

Murfreesboro Tennessee
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION R T

>

-31V.LS

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Rutherford County Register's Office

STREET AND NUMBER:

Courthouse

CiTY OR T'OWN: STATE CODE

pacyIsyiIny

CALNNOD

_REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Murfreesboro _ Tennessee

=
m

<»

—
SN N N

TITLE OF SURVEY: N

Toobgranhical Sketch of the Environs of Fortress Rosecrand

OATE OF SURVEY:Tune . 1862 E] Federal 3 Stote’ {3 County [ Loeasl

OEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

National Archives (Record group 77, Dr. 147, Sheet 22)

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Hd38WNN ANMLINI

ATINO 3SN SAN ¥0d

Washington D. C

3LvQ
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7. DESCRIPTION |

-

o~

(Check One) .
! Good i i i
CONDITION T} Excelient .} ood [ Fair [C] Deteriorated q Ruins [J Unexposed
(Check One) {Check One)
) ] Altered d] Unaltered C1 Moved QOriginal Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

v

Fortress Rosecrans, located immediately west of Murfreesboro,
Tennessee, was constructed by units of the Army of the Cum-
berland (USA) under the direction of Brigadier General James
St. C. Morton in early 1863. The Fortress, reportedly the
largest earthenwork fortress constructed by Union forces in
the Civil War, originally covered an area of approximately 225
acres. The site was chosen because it was near the geographic
center of Tennessee and astride the main tracks of the
Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad.

The Fortress originally included eight lunettes, four re-
doubts, a steam saw mill, a magazine, and several warehouses.

Most of the original fortress has been lost due to urban
development. Part of the original fortress site (formerly
Redoubt Brannan) is owned by the National Park Service. The
only extant portion 1s the several hundred feet of wall
spanning from Lunette Thomas to Lunette Palmer). These
remaining walls average approximately fifteen feet in height
and twenty-five feet in thickness at the base. All are
covered with large trees and heavy underbrush.

Present plans call for recreational facilities to be built
west of the walls, while an effort will be made to restore
the walls to their original appearance.
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F. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian! {3 16th Centyry U1 18th Century .71 20th Century
D 15th Century 1 17th Century E} 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Kniown)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

') Urban Planning

Abor iginal [J Education 7] Political
[ Prehistoric ['_;t Engineering {71 Religion/Phi. L] Other (Spe-ity)
[ Histeric O Industry losophy

O Agriculture O Invention {7] Science

{3 Architecture {7} Londscape {1 Sculpture

O Aer - ' Architecture ] Social/Human-

O Commerce 7] Literature itorian

O Communications Q Military (O Theater

[ Conservation (] Music [} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

For 2 years, from early 1863 to 1865, Fortress Rosecrans
played a significant role in the success enjoyed by.General
William T. Sherman's forces as they moved from Nashville

to Chattanooga to Atlanta to Savannah.

From the massive supply depot protected by the walls of
Fortress Rosecrans came logistical support that undergirded
Sherman's good fortune.

Reportedly the largest earthenwork fortification built by

the Union army during the Civil War, Fortress Rosecrans
served as a central point of Union Army strength in Tennessee
and secured the rear of that army from any serious challenge.

In late 1864, elements of the Confederate Army struck at
Murfreesboro and Fortress Rosecrans in a desperate effort

to halt the flow of supplies southeastward to Sherman. Under
the immediate command of General Nathan Bedford Forrest,

the Confederates succeeded in disrupting rail communications
briefly before being repulsed. Four months later the war
ended. At some undertermined date following the conclusion

of hostilities in 1865 Fortress Rosecrans was abandoned.
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. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

J. St. Clair Morton,

Memoir Explaining the Situation and

Defense of Fortress Rosecrans,

(privately print-

ed,
Record Groqp 17,

1863). Copy located in National Archives,
Item # M-U4345-1863

0. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

B

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDNE ANC LLONGIT'IDE COORCINATES
OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE pro~crTy |0 DEFINING The LEnTZR POINI GF A S~GPERTY
R ~OF LESS THAN YEN ACRES
CORNER| LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE I LONG!I TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 86° 24* 48- 350 51 12~ o . . o . "
[+
NE 86° 24 42- 35 51 25-
o ’
SE 86° 24 18- 35 51 5=
W 86° ol oN- 362 51 3~ L__
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
|LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR FROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | counNnTy CODE
STATE: CODFE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cooe
STATE: _ CONE | COUNTY: CODE
I. FORM PREPARED BY'
NAME AND TITLE:
James K. Huhta «
ORGANIZATION DATE
£neeshQnQ_Anghitectual_and _Zoning Society Sept. 1, 1973

STREET A.D NUMBER:

F. Northfield Blvd.

CITY OR TOown

—
STATE

COODE

SNO!ILONYLS NI

Tennessee

47

- Murfreesboro :
12.-STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION -

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

i

L

‘ As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public [.aw
R9-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

O State ([

National Local

G

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Cate

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

SPO 931.494
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