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#_ . . a great Doric column,

+ » o« placed on a broad plaza
elevated only slightly above the ground
so the entire memorial would appear to rise from the sea

and be further enhanced by its rellecticns in the rippling waters”

Joseph Henry Freedlander

frontisniecs

#Iliumination of Perxry Memorial”™
photograph by Otte G. Herbster, Fut-in-Bay, Chio
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In a memorandum dated Septembar 10, 1858, in which he presented {o

the Chiel of Interpretlation chservations of a visit to Perry’s Viclory,

LN

W . Young sucgested that the Service under-—

t

WASC Stiaff lHistorian Rogers
take well in advauce of the MISSION 66 develcpmenl program al Put-in~-Iay
hasic research studies relating to the Battle of lake Brie, the concept
of international peace by arbitration amd ithe Story of the development
of the Memorial. As a consguence of this recommendaticn the writer was
assigned in May of 1960 to begin preparaticon on Septembzr 1, 1966, of

this Report, A Qonstruction History of the Perry's Victory and Internas-

r

tional Peace lMemorial.

Before the study had fairly gotten under way, a son and daughtex
of the laie Michigan Ferry’s Victory Ceniennial Comnissioner Arthur L.
Loomis, an imrortant member of the group that created the memcrial,
visited the writer at Harpers Ferry Haticonal Monument and made available
for copying all of Commissioner Leoomis? relevant correspondencz, in
addition to deonating twe related publications for the PVIPMI cellection.®
During the course of preparation of this Report, the writer spent
two and one-half weeks at the Chic State Muscum, Columbﬁs, Ohio, exaggr@
the papers of ihe Perryfs Victory Memorial Commissicners 1808-1837,
which are well-maintained in B5 Woodruff file bexes in the Manuscript
Division. From this colleciion, which is describad in Appendix VI, below,

*Wherever used throughout this Repori, PVIFMM refers to Perry’s Viclory
and Internalional Peace Memorial Haticnal Menument.






the writer sclected those documents relevant fo this study. These were
microfilmed through the good offices of Kenneth ¥W. Duckett, Curator of
Manuscripts, The Chio Historical Society, and now are microfilm reels 1
through 4, PVIRiM. References to this material as utilized in the
Repori are by reel and box number: for example, Reel 1, Box 7, identi-
fies the document as appearing on microfilm reel number 1 at PVI FIM
and the original document in box 7 in the collection in Columbus.

- The writer spent a total of eighty-nine days in residence at Put-
in-Bay (five weeks of this time as interim Acting Superintendent, PVIFII),
wﬁich proved fruitful to this research project. UNrs. Ernie Miller, for
many vears the complete office stéff at the monument, made available her
knowledge of the monument and the men who created it and her accurate
memory of men and events of times past. Particulerly illuminating weie
her memories of Webster P. Funtington, which géve depth and timeliness
to the mass of evidence by and about him. Antnony J. Kindt, also a
veteran employee of the national monument, made available his extensive
personal collection of Put-in-Bay memorabilia, publications, and photo-
graphs and donated to the national monument the 754 documents comprising
the Johannsen Papers, which had been left with him by Sinke M. Johannsen
for use when a compréhensive account of the monument’s creation should
be written. Otto G. Herbster, the photographer of Pul-in-Bay and con-
struction photographer at the monument 1912-1915, in addition to selling
the national monument 133 photographs detailing the construction sequence,

spent countless hours answering endless questions about the monument’s






construction and later donated several hundred additional photographs to
the monament collection, and personzlly intreoduced the writer to every-
one at Put~in-Bay and in Port Clinton, Ohio, who might be of further aid.
William Marks, who installed the electric light and power equipment for
the monument, and was its first maintainance man, and now lives in ro-
tirement summers at Put-in-Bay and winters at Marion, Chio, was one of
those interviewed through Mr. Herbsier’s introduction. During this same
visit to the island, Mr. Lynn Schnroy donated to the national monument

an extensive collection of documents, photographs and other memorabilia
collected through several decades by his father, the late William Schnoer,
who had been second Custodian cof the ﬁonument, from 1925 through 194€,
and first Custodian under the National Park Service. Edwin L. Feick,
Sandusky, Chio, donated papers relevant to contract work donz at the
reservation by his grandfather, who performed the first aciunal work toward
construction by ‘learing the site during the summer of 1912. Allen H,
Keff, Cleveland, Ohio, a summer resident of Put-in-Bay, made available

a title abstract which provided information about the island’s 18th and

early 19th cenfury documentary land records +hat time and budget limitations

would otherwise have made impossible to acquire; this material forms the
backbone of Chapter IV of the text and of Appendix IIT. Mrs. David V.
Knepper, Director, Zan Jacinto Museum of History Association, San Jacinto
Monument, Texas, provided a copy of the conslruction ﬁistory of the San
Jacinto Memorial.

L considerable number of librarians in publie, university and legis-

lative libraries in Washington, D.C., and in the states of Michigan, New






York, Ohio, Illincis, Kentucky, €hde, Penneylvania, Khode Island and
Wisconsin, responded in detail to inguiries concerning the participsa-
tion of each state’s lecislature, governors and commissioners in the
creation of the memorial at Putuinmﬁéy; nmany of these contributéggs are
cited by name and affiliation in the documentation of the text or in
fippendix 1.

The cooperation, hospitality and generosity of the people of Put~
in-Bay, which made the writer’s visits there noi only productive but
pleasant to anticipate, was due in great part to the ground work laid
by former Perry’s Victory Superintendent Aubrey F. Houston and the
late Mre. Houston, and was insured by the impression wade by their sue-
cessors, Superintendent and Mrs. Robert L. Burns.

Tor supplying the subzlance nscosgpary o the execution of the nro-
ject, and for full discifetion au to means and criteria to be emploved,
the writer is indebted to Regional Chief of Interpretation Murray H.
Nellig;n and to Regicnal Historian Frank Barnes, Region Five, Us HPs.,
Regional Architect Lawrence B. Coryell introduced the writer to the
problems presented by the monument, outlined the informstion desired
from the architect’s point of view, and has respondad éopiously to all
subsequent queries. Though not invelved in this projeet, Arxchitect
Erchig W. Franzen, ECDC, enlightened the writer on the subject of the
conduct of architectural competitioms. Dr. Thomas M. Pitkin, Super—
visory Park Historian, Statue of Liberty, provided the time and facilitles

in Federal Hall National Memorial for the actual completion of the writing






of the Fepori and provided the environment and achelarly advice which
saw 11 Lo its cempletion. |

The various collections of documents gathered during this work,
totalling approximately 5,000 items, were put into workable oxder by
Miss Mary Williamson, Harpers Ferry National Monurment, who prepared the
reproductions of the maps and documents in Appendix ITII {“Land Records’),
prepared the identification envelopes for all 758 photographs acquired
during this study, end typed theléggggi and all of its appendices with
her usual siill and efficiency; we are indsbted to the administration
at Harpers Perry fo£ making the services of Miss Williamson available.
The photocraphs in the Kepert were prepared by Ray VWachter, Fredericx,
Maryland,

Du= to its heing typed at some distance from the place of writing,
it was not always possible tc maintain consistent form, and ii{ was mani-
festly impessible to change or alter after typing errers in form or fact

excepting those of spelling or punciuatien.

The writer is indebted to those many individuals who have contributed

to the study and consaquently to this Repert, WHevertheless, in all matters

of interpretation and in the conclusions and metters of fact presented,

the iudgement and responsibility are his alone.

Federal Hall WNational Memorial
New'York City
June 28, 1861
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CEAPTER I

TOWARD A PERRY MEMORIAL

AT PUT-IN-BAY






The naval victorvy of the United States squadron commanded by Oliver
Hazard Perry on Lake Erie in 1813 emerged as one of a series of achieve-

ments to ba heralded in-succeeding decades as evidence of a historic

- mission for the new republic. Consolidation of the progressive frontiers

in the new west raised sparks in those places wherxe a monument in sione
or metal might flag a step upon this e¢lear road to a "rant fest destiny

One such plaece was Lake Erie, its main shore and islands. Many river-

"mouth settlements on the 1813 Lake Erie shore line wovrld raise menuments

and statues to Perry’s Victory as they themselves grew inte towns and
cities. Ultimately they would join hands through their state governments
and the fedsral government and erect on South Bass Island a Doric
column of dis{inguished architectural simplici%y to memcrialize the
victory and Lo epiicmize ithe concept of contiming peece through
strength on this diplomatically unfortified international borler,

During the Jecades preceding the American Civ:)l War there appeared
a variety of designs and proposals both for the form and location of
such a memorial. Proposals concerning location reduced at an early
date to Middle Bass, South Bass and Gilbraltar islands. The possibility
of Middle Bass Island as the site was not without merit: it had as much
to offer scenicallﬁ and geographically as the other islands, and various
landholders offered generous tracts, particularly after 1800, wheneverx
the location of a Perry Monument there appeared feasible. Gilbraltar
Island presented & unique geographic gituation, had figured importantly

in pre-battle activities of the Perry fleet, and offered the advantage






of cwnership for many years by & man of local birth and national repute-
tion, Jay Cooke, who was wholeheartedly devoted to assisting in the
creation of a suitable nru:qmsz:m:.f The relevance and availabilify of a
South Bass Island location was similar to that of Hiddle Bass, except-
ing for one chance factor that tipped the scales of probhability in
favor of South Bass.

At close of the combat in the battle of Lake Erie on September 10,

11813, the slain enlisted personnel of both fleets were cormitted to the

waters of Lake Erie. On September 11 the crews of both fleets joined
in a comaon ceremony in which the remains of six officers, three Ameri-
can and three British,who had died in the combat, were interred a few
yards from the lake side on South Bass Island, now the scene of Perxy

Park in the toun of Pot—in-Bay, Put-ip-Bay®s journalistic “racomteur,

{

Miss Theresa Thorxdaie, relates that a few days succeeding the surreir
der of Barclay’s {(British) fleet,

a vessel hailing from the settlement /_now the town of
Vermillion, Chio_f arrived laden with supplies for the
American squadron. While anchored off-shore, the mas-
ter of this vessel visited / South Bass [/ island,
vhere were interred the slain cfficers of both fleets.
In his hand he carried a walking stick cut from a
green willow. The earth which rounded the lonely
graves was still fresh, and into the surface he im-
bedded the shoot. It became rooted and grew into the
goodly tree which now marks the place. 1

¥iss Thorndale géve full credsnee to this story as the origin of the
willow tree which flourished at the gravesite; ®many of the old

1. Theresa Thorndale, Skelches and Stories of the Lake Erie Yslands
(Sandusky, Ohie, 1698), pp.24-25; referred to hersinafter as Thorndale.
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|

yesidents,” she noted in 1898, “having seen and conversed with the man
who planted the willow shoot, and who in subsequent years visited the

2
jsland.” The tree thrived, becoming a landmark and a sghrine in its own

3
right, known as the "lome willow."

Wherever the most significant Perry monument was to be would have
to be contiguous to Put-in-Bay, for it was from here that the American

squadron sailed to the battle contact point, and here that the remains

of some of its honored dead lay in ground consecrated by Perry and the

officers and men of both forces on the day following the Battle of Lake
Erie.

The First organized movement toward such 4 monument precipitated
in 1852. June 28, 1852, the Sandusky Register, of which Jay Cooke's
brother Henrv wes nart owner, urged that the Fourth of July celebration
that year at Put-in-Bay ke used io organize a “Monumental Association"
for this purpcse, vredicting in the fﬁllowing day’s edition that such
an appeal would *be eagerly respondad to."'4 The Register would report
at an early date‘that en route from Sandusky to Put-in-Bay forx the cele-

bration, a meeting of which Henry D. Cooke was secretary was held aboard

the Arrow to consider the matter, that xesolutions were adopted to form

2. Ibid., p.25.

3. Ibid., p.27.

4, James E. Pollard, The Journal of Jay Cooke or The CGilbraltar Records
1865-1905 {Columbus, Chic, 1935), p.ll; hereinalter referred to as Pollard.
FBoth Henry Cooke and his elder brother Jay were born in Sandusky, Chio.







an organization to that end, and a committee was named to draft a consti-
S
tution. On motion of Pitt Cooke, another brother, a comuittee of five

was nanmed #to draft resolutions expressive of the sense of the meeting,

in reference to the ercction of a monument on Gilbraltar Rock, Put-in-Bay,

commemorative of Perry’s brilliant victory on Lake Erie, and in honor of
6

the dead who fell in that memorable engagement.“ Colonel A. P. Edwards,

a major lancdholder in the islands, offered to cede land on Gilbraltar
7

‘and to donate stone, lime and hydraulic cement for its construction.

$1500 was subscribed at the celebration and the project appeared to arouse
enthusiasm.8 General Lewis Cass, who had been a soldier mearby during
September 1813 under General Harrison, was chosen president of the monu-
ment association. Vice presidents included Colp J. J. Bbert, U. S.
Topographical Engineers, Washington, D. C.; Eiishé Wﬁitilesey, Conmodore

R. F. Stockton, General Cadwallader, Reuben Wood, Major,John G. Camp,

Cap{. Stephen Champlin, J. A. Harris and Judge Burnett. In addition to

an éxtensive roster of officers, there was a boara of managers which in-
cluded Eleutheros Cooke (father of Jéy and Henry D.) and Dr. R. R.

McMeens, a Sandusky physiciaﬂug Following this ini{ial burst of enthusiasm

5. Pollard, p.ll, citing Sandusky Register, July 6, 1852.

6. Pollard, p.ll, quoting Proceedings of the‘Lake Erie Monument Associa—
tion, 1858, p.4; cited hereafter as Proceedings.

7. Pollard, p.9, citing Register, July 6, 1852.
8. Pollard, p.10, citing Recister,’July 6, 1852.

9. Pollard, p.12, citing Proceedings, pp.5-6.






the movement languished.

The Regisler, discussing a proposed "union excursion to Put-in-Bay
Island” in July of 1858, editorially incuired, #hy could not Cleveland,
Sandusky, Toledo, and Detroit meet every 10th of September at Putﬂintay?"lo
The.Toledm Blade and papers in Buffalo ond Erie took up the suggastion
and an extensive celebration was arranged for that same Deptember, result~
ing in the revival of the monument project in Bugust 1858.11 The Register
aﬁnounced that the *future site for the mormument was on fGilbraltar Rock,’
an isolated and commanding islet, where Perry’s lockout was stationed,
and directly in view of the battle scene. Suitable materials for building
can be procured upon the ground, thus rendering its &ccomplishment feasi-
ble with but trifling expense.”12 Ohio Governor Salmon P. Chase presided
ovor the commemorative program on Septerber 10. Lewis Cass again was
elected president of the organization, and as vice presidents the follow-
ing were choscn: (from Connecticut:)-Isaac Toucey; (from Illincis:)

J. Y. Scammer and John Wentworth; (from Michigan:) John Owsn and Ross
Wilkins; (from Missouri:} Col, John OfFallan; (from New York:) Ruguste
[sic 7 Belmont, Capt. Stephen Champlin, Millard Fillmore; (from Chio:)
Covernor Salmon P. Chase, S. L., Collins, Eleutheros Codke, S. Starkweather;'

(£rom Pennsylvania:) William G. Moorhead and Governor W, P. Packer; (from

Rhode Island:) Sidney Brooks, Elisha Dyer, Dr, Usher Parsons and William

10. Pollard, p.1l2, quoting Bandusky Register, July 17, 1858.

11. Pollard, p.l2, citing Register, July 26, 30, 1959.

12.. pollard, pp.l2-13, citing Progcesedings, p.8, quoting Sandusky
Fegister, Aug, 21, 1858,






Wetmore; Lt. Gen. Winfield Scott, U. S. Army; Lt. Thomas Brownell, U.S.N.;
Capt. P. McKinstry, U.S.N.; Commander Joseph Lanman, U.S.N. William S.
Pierson, Sandusky, was to be treasurer and Dr. R. R. McMeens, corresponding
secretaryul3 The principal address of the occasion was delivered by
Eleutheros Cooke. ”Thig was the first American Squadron,” he said, “that
ever made battle with an enemy, and this was the first English fleet.

since England had a navy, that had ever been captured. The victory wiped
frém our escutcheon the disgrace of Hull’s surrender, avenged the insulted
honor of our flag, and dissolved forever the spell of boasted British
maritime invincibility. The pupil of Nelson / Barclay_/ had struck to

the youthful Perry . . . And it is no exaggeration to assert that from
the moment of his victory, the ambitious schemes of the enemy upon our
western borGers were forever blasited, and that the last vestige of
British domination in the Northwest practically expired with the expiring
note of the last cannon, whose thundérsvclosed the battle of Lake Exiel”
‘Hb urged his hearers to take measures for *the erection of a monument 6n
yonder °Gilbraltar Rock,’ to the memory of Perry and his noble companions,
—there to stand forever, a perpetual memorial of our conviction of the
unmeasured benefits conferred upon the Western States by their patriotic

14
and heroic valor.”

Joseph de Rivera St. Jurgo, then owner of Gilbraltar, wrote from

New York City confixrming the promise made by former owner Edwards to

13. Pollard, p.l3, citing Proceedings, pp.9-10.

14. Pollard, pp.13-14, quoting Procgedings, pp.9-10, 18.







15
donate part of Gibraltar for that proposed monument. #Tf said Honument

be to the memory of Commodore Perry, as I suppose it is,ﬁ he wrote, “1
will be happy to centribute to it, mot only by the free éxant of the land
requéested, but by procuring subscriptions in New York and one cor two
other places, which I think I can do; I accordingly hereby confer upon
[:F. T. Barney, of Sanduskx:7 and my friend Simon Fox [:of PutuinuBay;7,
power to grant a sufficient part of the said Island of Gibraltar, in
perpetuity, for the erection of said monument, with such reservations

as you may deem hecessary to prevent any sorit of injury to my property

in the group of Islands. It would please me if I and my successors
16

after me, were appointed keepers of the ground ceded, and of the monument,”
Put-in~Bay was crowded "with a fleet of magnificent steamers, sail
vessels, and yachis, &ll decorated with gay colored

and pendants, while a battery of fourteen brazen-mouthed cannon waked

15. This name appears in many forms. It is best explained in the sub-
ject’s own statement: . . . Jose De Rivera being duly sworn on oath
deposes and says: ‘The name of de Rivera St. Jurgo, found in some of
the copies of deeds hereto attached, is my full name the part St. Jurge
being my mother’s family name and which, according to the custom of my
native country I sometimes attach to and sometimes omit from that part
of my name by which I am more commonly known. My first name is fre~
quently written “Joseph” which is the English equivalent for Josef . .
. .# Sworn statement by Rivera, Aug. 25, 1887, Filed in Circuit Court
of the U.S. (N. Dist. Chio, Western Div.), quoted in fbstract of title
of Lot Number Forty (40) of Shiele and Holloways Sub-division of Peach
Point, Scuth Bass Island, Put-in-Bay Township, Ottawa County, Ohio
{_typescript_/, (in possession of Allen H, Heff, Cleveland, Ohio), un-
numbered insert page, g.v. at Avpendix IIX, pp.56-57 below; in the case
of Minford and Nevers, T/A Skiddy, Minford & Co., Pl, vs Jose de Rivers,
Def, Aug. 25, 1887, quoted in op.cit., pp.11-19, g.v. at Appendix 111,
Pp-35-40 below. ,

16.. Pollaxd, p.l4, quoting from Proceedings, p.l6.






the echo’s of old Erie with & welcome that made the bold rocks of Gibraltar
tremble with their revarberaticnz® end it was estimatea that “not less
than eight thousand people” were pxesent.l? Bwmong survivers of the Battle
of Lake Erie who were introduced to the festive audience were Capt.
Charplin, the last surviving commander of Perry’/s little fleet, who had

led the Scorpion; Lt. Thos. Brownell, Newport, R.I., who had been second

in command of the Ariel: Wm. Blair, Lexingiton, C., who served on the

Niagara; and Dr. Ushexr Parsons, Providence, R.1., who had been fleet

18 .
surgeon. Joshua R. €iddings, called from the audience, recalled how -

#forty-six years before he was a soldier and with others awaited ‘in
breatliless silence’ the result of the battle.”’lg

Ten members of the board of managers of the Perry Monument Associa-
tion convened in Hovember, 1o elect F. T. Barnéy chairman and Dr. lMclMeens
secretary.zo A general meeting was called for December 1, 1858, at
which appeared tw lve members of the board, to which group three members
then were added: Capt, Stephen Champlin, of Buffalo; Morrison R. Waite,
of Toledo [:1ater Chief Justice, U.3. Supreme Court;7; and Capt. W. W.

Dobbin, of Erie, so &s to have & “member at each of the principle f_sic 7
2k

”

cities on the Lake » ¢« « &«

17. Pollard, p.l4.

18. Pollard, p.lo. .

16. Pollard, p.l5, quoting Sandusky Register, Sept. il, 1858,
20. Pollard, p.l5, citing Sandusky Register, Jan. 19, 1859,

21, Ibid.
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In the spring of 1859 the executive committee of the Association invited

one T. D. Jones of Cincinnati “to draft a model” for the proposed monu-

nment,

22
reporting two menths later that Jones’ "appropriate and sgignifi-

cant” design, which would “speak in granite language of the hercic deeds

23

of our noble Perry,” had been agreed upon. The Register described the

design in detail:

22.

23.

. . . a naval column, as much so as the lines of naval archi-
tecture will permit, one hundred and sixty feet high, and to
be erected on the hichest point of the Island of Cibraltar,
where Perry had his lockout. The exact height of Gibraltar above
water is 40 feet—-making the whole height of the column above the
level of the Lake 200 feet where one of the greatest marine
views in the world may be seen. The greatest breadth of the
base--including three courses--is 27 feet by 4 feet 6 inches
higher; breadth of dado, or die of pedestal, is 20 feet by 18
feet high; breadth of cornice over pedestal, 24 feet by S feet,
6 inches high; diameter of shaft of column at base, 12 feet,
6 inches; length of shaft of column, 90 feet; height of capi-

tal, 12 fest, § inches; height cf pedsstal for staiue, 12 feet:
height of statue of Perry--crowning the whole--18 feet. The
three base corners of stone are as plain as could be desired.
The die . f the pedestal--as though a section of a man-of--war
had been taken from a mid-ship’s--pierced with ports to re-
ceive the guns used in the Battle of Lake Erie, provided they
can be procured. In the cornice of the pedestal all ornament
is dispensed with. The shaft of the column is without flutes
or ornament--plain as the ‘mast of some grand admiral.’ The
capital, like that of the parts forms a complete vhole. The
first, or lower section, is formed of boldly curved marine
shells, instead of Ecanthus leaves. The second, or niddle
section of the capital, is compused of four prows of ships,
boldly - projecting, surmounted with four figure heads—-the
frails® terminating on the bows,—-Haws holes’ in the bows,
&c. The upper, or third, section of the capital, forming

the abacus, is composed of the bulwarks of the four prows and
fcatheads’ sustaining the weighed anchors. The pedestal

Pollard, p.l6, quoting Sandusky Register, April 22, 1858.

Pollard, p.16, quoting Sandusky Register, June 25, 1858.
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surmounting the capital to receive the statue is a boldly
executed ‘capstan’. The statue will be 18 feet high, suit~
able to the whole height--200 feet from the Lake. The panel
over the door {entrance to the spiral stalr-case to ascend
the column) wiil be of white marble, 8 feet long by § feet
high. Sculptured in bold relief (alto relieve) is a group
of five figures in a boal, representing Perry passing from
the Lawrence to the Niacara to complete the battle. Except
the panel over the door, the whole of the monmument is in-
tended to bs erected of the kest of lime stone.” 24

A throng "estimated” at 15,000 persons attended the laying of the corner-
stone for this monumsnt Septembe; 10, 1859. The Sandusky Register re-
ported six excursion boats from Sandusky for the occasion, four from
Cleveland, three from Toldeo and one from Detroit, besides the U.3.S.
Michigan, two U.S. revenue cutters and a number of tugs. Hundreds of

persons were left at Sandusky for want of room on the boats, among them
the officials of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Chio who were to lay the
stone. The latter, however, were riscued from their‘embarrassing plight
in sufficient tim by anothexr boa’c.“5 Mid~t “the roar of cannon, the
strains of music from a half score of brass bahds, the shouts from thou-
sands of persons whose enthusiasm knew no bounds, the waving of handker—-
chiefs by the ladies, the wilderness of streaming flags, the steamers
>and large sail craft lying at rest, the multitude of small sails with
their white wings spread to the breeze, flitting hither and yon on the

sparkling waters of the Bay, and the swaying mass of human life . . M,

the corner stone of the monument on Gibraltar was laid, bearing the bylaws

24. Ibid.

25. Pollard, p.25.
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of the monument assoclatior, copies of the Declaration of Independence,
of +he U.S. and state constitutions, conctitution of the Battle of Lake
Erie Monument Association, names of members of the cabinet and principal
officers of the army and navy, senators and members of Congress, the
governor and other officers of Ohio, officers of the monument association,
a history of the battle of Lake EBrie, a program of the day, U.S. coins
and current papers, copies of the Bible; of the "Masonic constitution,"
constitution and bylaws of the Grand Lodge of Chic, and bylaws of
Science Lodge, No. 50, F. & A. M. (Sandusky).zs

Through the preceding decade thevannivérsary of the Battle of lLake
Erie had evolved into a great holiday on the islands and lakeshore cities,

serving to wind up the summer outing season in much the same periodic

T
(1)

e £ PN
maniier Seily HES

in thc more reﬂmnt'past by the commemoration of Labor Day.
The festivities & Put-in-Bay in 1858 was a pioneering venture in com-
mercial tourism ia the Lake Erie communities,, but -n example not without
its innovators. The laying of the cornerstone on Gibraltar in September
1858 was the optimum achievement of the organization known variously as
the Perry Monument Association or the Battle of Lake Erie Monument Asso-
ciation.27 The following September the great throng was drawn to Cleve-

land for the dedication of a Perry monument there, at which George Bancroft

96. Pollard, pp.17-18, from Sandusky Register, Septerber 10, 1859.

27. Pollard, pp.18-19.
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and Dr. Usher Parson orated to crowds variously estimated at between
50,000 and 100000 personsng The succeeding September the nation once
again was at war. Jay Cooke, the young man from Sandusky, Chio, who
had done very well in the baﬁking buéiness in Philadelphie and Washing-
ton, purchased Gibraltar Island from Rivera for the sum of “Three Thou-
sand and One Dollars” ($3001.00) on January 27, 1864,29 The island

property was conveyed {o Jay Cooke as a unit, but specifically “. .

subject to the rights if any of the Perry Monument Association Otherwise:

known as the Battle of Lake Erie Mconument Association started in San-

Qusky in or about the year Eighteen Hundred and Fifty Nine {1859) . .

30
” Soon after acquiring the island and beginning his semi-annual

half century of pilgrimages there, Jay Cooke erected upon the 1858
31

cornerstone the Gibraltar monument as it stands to this day. A bronze

tablet relates the story:

28, Ibid.

29, Warranty Deed from *. . . Joseph de Rivera St. Jurgo . . . [ to /
Jay Cooke of Philadelphia . . . " dated Jan. 27, 1864, recorded Feb.
27, 1864. Ottawa County, Ohio, Peed Records, Vol. I |_eye_[, p.87;
see also Appendix III, p.2, below.

30. Ibid. Photostatic True Copy of the Recording of the Conveyance
supplied through the good offices of Ottawa County, Ohio, Recorder,
Mrs, Jean L. Williams, for filing in the Office of Superintendent,
PVIFMNM .

31. Despite his commendable accuracy and thoroughness in describing
this entire episode, Pollard’s account omits a date for the actual
completion or dedication, if such there was, of the tablet contributed
to the scene by Jay Cooke. See Pollard, pp.19%-20.
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32.

ERECTED
BY
JAY COOQOKE
PATRIOCTIC FINANCIER
OF THE
CIVIL WAR
TO MARK THE

CORNER STONE OF A
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COMMEMORATI ﬁ G'
COMMODORE PERRY'’S
VICTORY AT THE
BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE
SEPT 10 1813

*a have met the enemy
and they are ours” 32

Pollard, p.l9.
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Register editorizlizo

Cooke }ost the island in the wake of the 1873 insoclvency of his banking
hc:v.zs-aud3 His repurchase of it for $20,100.00 in 1880 continuesd on
Record the rights of the old monument association, in the words in the
Conveyanca, *. . » The whole Island of Gibraltar . . . Subject to the
right if any of the Perry Monument Association otherwise known as the
Battle of Laké Eried}bnument Essociation started in Sandusky about the
year 1859 . . . ,”3‘ This Recording was a mere archaiém. Bl]l serious
efforts towards a significant Perry monument during the years and decades
following the Civil War centered upon 3cuth Bass Island as the location.

A Perry Monumental Association,_organized in the fall of 1867, pro-
posed at & June 1868 meeting in Sandusky to build theamonument on Puti-

3

in-Bay [:South Basqg7 Island instead of on Gibraltar, The Sandusky

2 that Ygvervhady who has the least spmark of

patriotism in hi: composition cannot but fesl like doing a li:tle some—
thing for the pu.pose of erecting a shaft or the site of the graves of
these patriots . » . ‘“We propose,” the article added, "if funds
enough can be raised, to kuild a hoilow column, something like Bunker

Hill Monument, with winding stairs, and to charge a small fee to go to

33. Pollard, pp.275-276.

34, VWerranty Deed from W. Frederick Snyder and wife to Jay Cooke.
Ottawa County, Chioc, Deed Records, Vol. 30, p.22; see also Appendix
111, pp.2-3, below. Photostatic True Copy of the Recording of the
Convevance supplied through the good offices of Ottawa County, Chio,
Recorder, Mrs. Jean L, Williams, for filing in Cffice of Superintendent,
FVIFEIM,

35. Pollard, p.20.
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the top, from which one of the most lovely paﬁoramic views ever witnessed
can be hadp"’36 The sentiment thus precipitated for a high-rising monu—
ment settled upon the interest in South Bass Island as its location.

Now the movement achieved firm low gear but moved steadily forward. At
the Put-in~-Bay commemoration in September 1868, the 55th anniversary of
the victory, three survivors of the battle were present, and photographs
of them were sold as a means of raising funds for the monument. On
Januar& 30, 1869, the town of Put-in-Bay was reported as having subscribed
$3300 for the fund with another $1200 expected. The constitution of the
organization then active in the campaign defined the purpose as being to
erect the monument “near the ‘Lone Willow Tree’” on Put-in-Bay island.
Enother celebration organized towards the creation of an appropriate

monument drew a conservatively reported 4,000 on Septemper 11, 1669, from

'
Detroit, Monroe, Toledo, Huron, Vermillion, Cleveland ard Sandusky.37
From that time forward the project never quite failed nor was it
able for many vears to amass sufficient interest and continuing support
to inspire the vast energies and influence which would ke necessary to
the achievement of a distinguished architectural edifice conveying in

simple, clear terms the supremacy of the ikals of the republic, the

nobility of its victery, the ultimate prevalance of a manifest destiny.
36. Pollard, p.20, quoting Sandusky Register, June 18, 1860.

37. Pollard, p.20, quoting from Sancdusky Register, Sept. 15 (requoting
from Detroit Tribune), Dec. 15, 1868; Jan. 7, Feb. 15, Sept. 11, 1869.
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The first of twelve fruitless Congressional Bills for the creation

of the monument was introduced into the Congress by Ohio Representative
ag
Haynes, March 7, 1890, and a companion Bill was introduced into the
39
Senate six weeks later, The Baynes 1311l was supported by Fetitiocas
40 41 42
from the officials and citizens of Put-in-Bay, Sardusky, Detroit,
43 :
and Toledo. Edditional Bills of similar language and intent werxe addad

to the hopper in the House of Representatives and Senate Janvary 5,
44 45 46
1882, and of the House on July 19, 18987, December 4, 1899, December
47 48
6, 1901, and November 11, 1903,

38, A BILL Providing for the erection of & momument at Put-in-Bay, Chioc,
commamorative of Commodore Oliver Hamard Perry and those who participated
in the naval battle of Lake Erie ,» . . . U.S. Congress (Housel, Slst Con-
gress, lst Session, March 7, 1890, H.K. 7900 / Report Ho. 2142 [. ©&ee
Edmund B. Rogers, Comp., [/ _looseleaf [ “Perry’s Victory and International
Pzoce Momorial Nationa) Monument, Ohio,® / from [ History of leoislation
Relating to the National Park System Through the 82nd Congress (N¥3, U.S.
Dept. of the interior, 1958}, in Files of FVIRM T, pp.4, 16, 21-22, 1323,
125-126; in Appendix I, p.3, below.

digested

39, U.S, Congress (Senate}, 5lst Congress, 1lst Session, April 18, 1890,
S, 3580, See Rogers, Ops cit., pp«4, 16, 23-24; digested in Appendix I,
Pped~4, below.

40. March 8, 1890. Rogers, op.cit., p.4; Appendixz I, p.3, belaow.
4. March 13, 18¢0, Ibid.

42, March 20, 189¢. Ibid.

43, fpril 18, 1890, Ibid.

44, U.S8. Congress {House),_52nd Congress, lst Session, Jan, 5, 1892,
H.E. 323 / Revort No. 1214 f. Rogers, opscit., pp.d, 16, 25-26, 123,
127; digested in fppendix 1, p.4, below. U.S. Congress (Senate),
52nd Congress, lst Session, Feb. 5, 1892, 8. 2050. Rogers, op.cit.,
pp.5, 27-28; digested in Appendix I, p.4, bglow.

45, U.S. Congress (House), 55th Congress, lst Session, July 19, 1897,
H.R, 3858; H.R. 3859. Rogers, op.cit., pp~5m6,f29—32; digested in
¢]

Appendix I, pp.4-5, below. 16
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This sumnary of these most notab}e offorts toward the creation of
a monument to Oliver Hazard Perry and to the significance of his vie~
tory in the Battle of lLake Erie is to suggest that the foundation of
the movement was deep of root, purposeful of direction and relentless

in a sure and steady progress to the achievement of its goal.

46. U.S. Congress (House), 56th Congress, 1st Session, Dec. 4, 1899,
H.R. 114; H.R. 124 [ Report No. 84 /. Rogers, op.cit., pp.6, 17, 33~
36, 123, 128; digested in Appendix I, pp.5-6, kelow.

47. U.S. Congress (House), 57th Congress, lst Session, Dec. 6, 1901,
H.R. 3085. Rogers, op.cit., pp.6, 17, 37-38; digested in Appendix I,

p.6, below.
48. U.S. Congress (House), 58th Congress, 1lst Session, Nov. 11, 1903,
H.R. 124C. Rogers, op.cit., pp-6, 17, 39-40; digested in Brrendix I,
p.5, below.
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The development of the business of supplying accommodations for
visitors to the island has been traced bhack through more than a century

by many of the commentators upon the facts and foibles of this insular

1
commnity. By the end of the Civil War the position of the island as

a resort was established, and guest cottages, boarding houses and hotels
flourished as the grapes on the vines. One modest residence was so
many times enlarged between 1866, when it was a five~roomed one-~floor

structure, and 1869, that it emerged through the successive names -
2
#Tsland Home” and “Perry House” to become the “Beebe House.”  Tor the

season of 1874, Henry Beebe and Artemas Beebe, Jr., the joint proprietors,
were able to advertise that

#Steamers run regularly, every morning and evening, from
Sandusky and Toledo; daily from and to Detrcit and Cleveland” 3

#Prt-in-Bay Island,” the traveler was told,

#Ts one of a group of Islands lying nort.a and west of San~
dusky, O., and distant about sixteen miles. . . . The name
which it generally bears, and by which it has won its high
and deserved reputation as a watering place, is attached to
it from the fact that the northern front of the island forms
a lovely crescent-shaped bay or harbor, from which Commodore
Perry put forth to engage the enemy in 1813, and to which he
returned with his victorious fleet after that sweeping vioc-
tory, to repair the damages inflicted by the enemy and to
bury his dead.

1. See, for example, Thomas H. and Marina H. Langlois, Scuth Bass Is-
land and Islanders (Columbus, 194%), pp.93-95,.

2. Ibid., p.93.

3. 1874 ad booklet for the #Beebe House” in Wm. Schnoor Papers, donated
to PVIPMIM Wov. 1960 by Lynn Schnoor, Put-in~Bay, Chio; cited hereafter
as Schnoor Papers.
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#The historic memories which cluster here are heightened
by the lavish gifts which nature has showered upon it. The
bay is a lovely sheet of water hemmred in by islands green
with verdure, presenting their bold rocky fronts to the
ceaseless dashing of the resitless lakes o o« &

“The climate is peculiarly adapted to health and comfort.
No dews fall, and the dry pure air is particularxly beneficial
to those suffering from bronchial or lung affections.” 4

By 1878 a full-page illustrated feature story in the New York Daily Graphic
5

would caption this island, ®“The Saratoga of the West.” By the last
decade of the century a series of locally published summer journals
emerged each season to trumpet the island’s summer virtues: The Island’s

)
News Carrier, The Herald, and countless more each in its turn. July 4th,

1892, witnessed the grand opening at the west end of the island of the
monstrous frame structure christened “Hotel Victory,” sometimes claimed
to be the largest resort hotel in America, andnat other times to be the
largest frame structure hostelry in the world./ By 1900 the urbanization
of the islands and of the mainland peminsul . had prdgressed sufficiently
to witness the publication of a county atlas.s The volume related that

#Ottawa County is one of the smallest Counties in the State [_of Ohiq:7

. « . was organized March 6, 1840 . . . named Ottawa after an Algonguin

4, Ibid.
5. Tuesday, July 9, 1878, p.53.

6. Island’s News Carrier, July 29, 1894; The Herald, Aug. 25, 1838,
Schnoor Papers.

7. Langlois and Langleis, op.cit., pp.94-95; Atlas of Ottaws County,
Ohio (n.p., 1800), p.ll.

8. Atlas of Ottawa County, Chio (n.p., 1900). Available in Office of
Ottawa County Recorder, Port Clinton, Ohio.
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tribe of Indians inhabiting this section of the State previous to and
at the time the first settlements were made by the whites. In 1831
these Indians were removed by the government to Kansas, and in 1870,
again removed o Indian Territory. The word FOttawa® means trader «

g
#  In Ottawa County, Ohio, the tounship of Put-in-Bay, reads the

1900 Atlas, "consists of several islands, containing an area of 2,842
acres, of which Put-in-Bay, Middle Bass, and North Bass Islands are

the largest. Green, Rattlesnake, Sugar, Ballast, Starve, and Gibralter

iﬁsic‘? are the smaller islands, belonging to and forming a part of the

10
township.” The ofi-repeated notion that Put-in-Bay received its name
squadyon
from the scabbarding here of Perry’s . / . is in this volume speculated upon

1l
once again, but subject to serious question elsewhere.

When Perry sailed on Lake Erie that inland sea was bordered Ly
virgin forest #in all its pristine state and grandeur, tall magnificent,
boundless . . . great oaks would arise . . . [:13;7 « » « the greater
part of the Sandusky and Maumee basins . . . & hundred feet and more a-
bove you, with a splendid crown of verdant foliage. Et times they
stﬁod . - » like the thousand and one pillars of one vast and imperishable

9., Ibid., p.7; see also Nevin C. Winter, A History of Northwest Chic
(Chicago, 1917), pp.S21-522.

16. BAtlas of Ottswa County, p.ll.

11. JIbid. "It is genmerally undsrstood that Commodere Perry gave the
name PPut-in-Bay” to this island, but it is a fact that there are deeds
on record in Ohio being / sic / an earlier date than the conflict in
which Commodore Perry defeated the British, and which refex to this
island at / sic / Put-in-Bay Island.” Winter, op.cit., p.525.
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12
temple dedicated to the Maker of All Nature . « « ¥ The sentence

succeeding those just guoted bears deep consgideration in any reasonable
judgement upon the form ultimately given to the Perry Monument: * . .
. A1l that art has done in our Ffinest gothic structures is but a poor
and wealk imitation.”ls

Put-in-Bay in the first decade of the 20th century was concerned
w1th its growing tourist trade in summer and with ice fishing and ice-
fishermen in winuer,l4and with sailing regattas in sumuery and ice sail-
ing regattas in winter, In August 1907 the community struck a truly
memorable #first” when Lee De Forest came in from his New York City
laboratory to broadcast by wireless telephone to newsmen at Put-in-Bay
the results of the events of the sailing regatta from an improvised
wireless ship on the lakc =~ the firgt sperts "brcadcast;"ls In 1007
the Put-in~Bay Improvement Compuny, headed by T. B. Alexander as
President ana General Manager, published the first of many booklets

designed to draw visitors to the island. Adopting the theme first

broached several decades earlier, the publication was titled Put-in-Bay

12. Winter, op.cit., p.211

13. Ibid.

14. See eupe01ally Put-in-RBay Photo-CGravures (Brooklyn, N.Y., 1902},
in collections of Anthony J. Kindt, Pui—-ln—wB«;Ly,= Dr. A. S. Hessell
(photographs by Otto G. Herbster), “Winter Scenes on and Around Put-
in-Bay Island,” Ottawa County Kepublican, Port Clinton, Chio, February
26, 1904 , in collections of Ottc G. Herbster, Put-in-Bay.

15. T. R. Kennedy, Jr., “The First ‘Sports’ Broadeast,” N.Y. Times,
Aug. 10 / ?_j, 1942.






18
The Saratoga of the West. #Put-in-Bay,” said the booklet, "has been

growing year by vear, and at present is the most noted resort of ithe
17
rmiddle West.” #p Vigit to Put-in-Bay* invites us to a 1907 excursion:

the steamer is the Mammoih Colonial Amusement Building, owned
and controlled by the Fui-in-Bay Improvement Company. The
largest and finest dancing pavilion in the middle West, sur—
rounded by a wealth of beautiful lawns and handsowely decorated
fountains, just completed at a cost of $40,000. . . . Here
the famous Finney Orchestra of Detrolt furnishes music for
the merry waltz and the glorious two-step.

“rLdjoining the building is an arcads, where one can spend
many happy hours in visiting the numerous attractions therein
contained. A city under one roof, where one can satisfy the
sight, the hunger and the thirst.

#fttractions at a Glance

#Hotel Victory, the largest and most elegantly furnished
gsummey hotel in the world.

#The John Brown Museum.

#Eighteen thousand feet of the fimest dancing floor in the
world.

»re2 +tion Bowling 2lleowrs,

o Ln N LR
LIgnT regulation Bow SIS ShEC

PPinest equipped bathing houses in the West. . . .* 18

|
*The first sight which presents itself upon stepping from ‘
|
|
|
|
. ) |
Pages of such iistings continued, and included seven major hotels "and |
smaller ones too numerous to mention . . . A hotel for every pocket- |

19
book .” The steamers State of Chio and City of the Straits were '

operating between the island and Cleveland and Toledo; the Frank E.

16. Published at Battle Creek, Mich., ca. 1907; in the collections of

Anthony J. Kindt, Put-in~-Bay, Chio. T. B. Alexander was & sparkplug

of the “improvement” movement, and was “the leading spirit in the organ-
ization of the . . . company. This company erected the Colonial Casino
and hall and the electric light plant.” Winter, op.cit., pp.1379-1380,

17. Put-in-Bay The Saratoga of the West, p.3.

18. Ibid., pp.37.

19. Ibid., pp.10-1l.
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Kirby betwsen the island and Detroit and Sandusky; the Arrow, between

""""" 20
island; the Falcon, between Fort Clinton #nd the island. The John

Brown Museum, featured natural relics of him “whose soul goes marching
on,” handed down from his son, John Brown, Jr., to his granddaghter,
Edith May Brown Alexander, who conducted the mnseum.Zl

Midst &ll the blatant prose and sélemanship of the booklet, an al~
together excellent weapon for such a public relations campaign, one item
stands out above all the rest, & verse titled “Where is the Perry Monu-
ment?” credited to J. Howard Baxby, of Cincinnati:

#We search from shore to shore,
~ We find sculptured statues of herces of the war,

When North and Scuth in conflict came,
But Perry’s noble fame

Has naucht to mark it anywbere——
A Governmental shame.

- [ .

A .onunent to Perry,

Right here at Put-in~-Bay; »

A monument which for evermore shall stay;

K tribute to his memory

And the victory that he won—-—

A tribute to the heroes

End the men behind the gun.” 22
Put-in-Bay was a town of many facets, a community of varying industries
flexible to meet the requirements of existence in a climate of severe
seasonal changes. Its one unchanging and unyielding QQtermination con--

tinued alive the movement toward a significant Perry Monument.

20, Ibid., pp.l1-12.
2l. Ibid., pp.l2-13.

22. Ibid,, pp.13-15. The middie stanza is omitted.
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The imminence of the centennial anniversary of the Battle of lake
Erie and the appearance on the scene of Websiter P. Huntington together
forced thé sequence of events which saw the creation of the monument
which stands today at Put-in-Bay. The story of that national monument,
as of the Doric column itself, is the story also of the untiring efforts
of this one nmn.l The fifth son of Pelatiah Webster Huntington, founder
of the Huntington National Bank of Columbus, Ohio, Webster Perit Hunting-
ton broke from family tradition {0 become a journalist, editor, publi-
cist and lecturer and confidant of the great “Marse Henry” Watterson in
that “gay 90fs era” indelibly marked by the colorful personalities of

the ”personal journalists.” Sent by his father to a private preparatory

school in New Hampshire, he became the editor of a local weekly news-

PP -

paper rather than matriculate in & college, and soon foundsd a daily,

the Keene, New Hempshire, Evening Tribune. In 1891, at the age of 2§,

he sold this first of his journals to become private secretary to
Wiiliam'Windom, then U.S. Secretary of the Treasury. During succeeding
years Mr. Huntington served as an e&itor or regular columnist to the

Columbus Dispatch, Columbus Post, Columbus Press~Post, Toledo Times,

Cleveland Times and Commercial, Ohic Magazine, and Kentucky Magazine,

and contributed sicgned and unsigned articles without number to newspapers

1. See Henry Hornsby, “Resident of Mt. Sterling, Friend of Henry
Watterson, Founded Perry Feace Memorial,” lexincton [ Ky. Sunday
Herald-Leader, April 16, 1939; Jim Fusco, #Columbus Day by Day,”
Columbus Citizen, Jan. 14, 15 /_ 2 [/, 1942. Schnoor Papers.
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and periodicals on matters of polities, history and the Perry Memorial .

For more than three decades he served as an executive officer of the

various commissions creating and administering the memorial, 21 vears as
2

executive secretary and 10 years as executive head of these bodies. No-

where in Huntington’s papers relating to the Perry Memorial is mention
made of the slightest awareness of any preceding history of efforts to-
ward the creation of a Perry Memorial og any of the islands in Lake
Erie. Beginning with the inception of the successful movement which
he would serve so well through all the remaining years of his life, his

accounts and records are irreplaceable. He described the inception of

2. This is summarized in the material cited in f.n. 1 above. With rare
exceptions, every line of every official report, every press release, and
every speech at every function connected in any way with the Perry Memorial
wraz written or cheost-written by Vebster P, Huntinoton.

3. Sixty-five Woodruff leiter-file boxes of the correspondence of the
Perry’s Victory M.morial Commission(s), 190v-1932, both incoming and

copies of outgoiny, were deposited in 1837 ia the Caio State Historical
Society; a 12-page summary of the contents and a l4~page cveneral index

to this collection, both prepared under WPA auspices in 1936, constitute
Appendix VI tc this Report. #President Huntington stated that by arrancge-
ment with the Chic State Historical ‘and Archaeclogical Society the Society
had been made permanent custodian of the correspondence files and official
records of the Commission, which had been deposited in & special yault of
the OChio State Museum at Columbus. Cn lotion of Vice~President / Chesley
R. / Perry, seconded by Commissioner Schifferdecker, this disposition of
the files and records was unanimouslv approved . . . . [_attested by
Webster P. Huntington, President; Richard S. Folsom, Secretary /. Perry’s
Victory Memorial Commission (U.S.), Final lleeting of the Commission Created
by Act of Congress Boproved March 3, 1919} Held at Washington, D.C., Feb-
ruary 27, 1937, Pursuant to The Act of Congress, jipproved JHWL 2, 193hL
Crequﬂa the Pﬂrry’v Victory and lnter1u110nal Feace liemorisl NHational Monu-
ment Corrnission (n.p., ca. 1837). Schnoor Papers. See Aprendix I, Item Yo.
120, p.46, below. Documents related to the construction history of the '
memorial, selected by the writer from the Collection in the Chio State
Historical and Archaeological Society, are reproduced in FVIFINM Microfilm
Collection, Reels 1-4. “Nobody before had ever thouvht of appealing to
Congress in the matter .. . « . #“Statement by Webster P. Huntington re
John EBisenmann,” p.4, Keel ﬁS Box #39.







the sucecessful centennial movement in an essayg . - cnzinoo "The

Development of the Memeorial Idea.”
4

#{n January, 1909, Rodney J. Dicgle, of Put-in-Bay and Bandusky,
Ohio, called on me at Celumbus, to ask my advice and co-gparation in
determining the phrassolegy of a joint resolution which, as the repre—
sentative of the Put-in~Bay Board of Trade, he desired to have adopted
by the Ohio Ceneral Asgembly. MNr. Diegle was the Director of Publicity
of the Board of Trade, end at a meeting of that body held November 14,
1807, had mzde the first suggestion, eriginal with hin, of & celebration
of The centenary of the Battle of Lake Erie, under the sanction of the
State, six years later at Put-in-Bay.

"aturally, the proposal met with local enthusiasm, and on December
28, -1807, the Board of Trade adopted resolutions in favor of fa greal
Cenfennial Celebration on land and water, to ke held at Put-in-Bay from
June to September, 19137 and inviting fthe Kational and State Governments
and the Emerican people at large to participate and take part in stuch
ceremolies and celebration,® During the interim beiween this action and
Mr. Diegle’s suggestion locking up to it, the leading eitizens of Put-
in-Bay . . . 3. M. Johannsen,” Henry Fox, T. B Alexander, lLucas Mevers,

4. Professional hotel manager, one-time manager of Hotel Vietory. lLang-
lois apparently made no mention of Diegle in his iisting of buginecs and
pr>fessional men. Thomas H. and Marina H. Lanclois, Scouth Bass Isiand

and Islanders (Columbus, 1948), pp.l133-139, pa:sim.

5. Sinke M. Johannsen might accurately be terwed "the Horatio Alger of

t+he Bass Islands.” Of Danish descent, he was born in 1568 in the German

Province of Schleswig~Holstein, emigrating with his family in 1854 to a
farm on the mainland in Ottawa County, Chic., By 1889 he had attended
public schools, the Sandusky Business College and the Qhic Korthern Uni-~
versity at Ads, had come to the island as a teacher in the Put-in-Bay
Special School Distriet, in which positien he continued for 17 vears.
Never idle at any time, he developed commercially and ultimately became
a partner in the largest ceneral merchandise husiness on Scuth Bass Ts-
land. In 1903 he was instrumental in organizing the Fut-in-Bay Board of
Trade, and on appointment by Governor Harris in 1908 became one of the
five members of the original “Perry Memorial and Centennial Commi ssion.”
He alsc served many years membership on the City Council and the Board
of Fducation of Put-in-Bay. Nevin C. Winter, History of Korthwest Chio
(Chi., & F.Y., 1917), pp.1551-1552, See also in Schnoor Papers, “leachers’
Report to Clerk of Board of Education® for April 30, 1880, and fer

Dec. 1890, signed by 5. M. Johannsen. '







Cooree CGascoyne, John J. Day, H. A. Herbster, M. Ingold, Emil Schraidt,
Wiiliam iunzley, Gustave Helneman, 3. Yraverso, Jolm Hollway {_Holloway?- [,
William Schnocr, John Esselbach and Pr. P. B. Robinson, all mewmbers of the
Roard of Trads, of which Mr. Johanngen was President . . « had Taken
counsel among themselves as to the project, and their views of it had be-
came erpansive though by no means definite o » o

Bl draft of Mr. Dieglefs joint resclution . o .o previded fer the
appointient of five Commissioners by the Governor of Chio ‘to co-cperatle
with the citimens of Put-in-Bayf in such plans for the celebration as
they micht initiate, and the only change suggested to Nr. Diegle was
that +he language should be made more definite, so as fo provide for
authority to fprepare and ecaryy outf plans. » . . The State was asked
only te grant moral recognition of a Centennial Celebration marking the
historical significance of September 10, 1913. . . . Febrvary f_28th /.
1908, the joint resolution was introduced in the General Assembly by
Representative William £, Bense, of Ottawa County, and passed both
branches without Opposition.5 The Commissionsrs,were appointed by
Governor Harris the fellowing June [ 23, 190&_},' and a veay later® the
legislature appropriated $3,000 ‘to enable said Commissioners to con-
tinue the work of preparation for the Centennial Celebration,’ . . . R

The five oricinal Chio commissioners agppointed June 22, 1908, by Chio
Covernor Harris were William H. Reinhart, George H. Worthingter, Webster P.

: 1C
Buntington, S. M. Johannsen and Brand Whitlock.

6. See fpperdix I, ITtem No. 10, pp.5-6, helow.

7. Perryfs Victory Centennial Commission {Ohio), Report of the Perry’s
Vietorv Centennial Commission to the Governor of Chic, January 12, 1809
{n.p., ca. 1908}, pp.l, 8. See also Appendix I, ltem Mo. 15, p.8, Lelow.

8, Ohio House of Representatives passed the appropriation on March 1G,
1909, the Senate on March 11, and Chio Governor Harmen signed it into
law. Perry’s Victory and Iniernational Peace Centennial Commission, et
al, Mimstes, / Typescript_{, Vol. I, p.ll, cited hersafter as Minutes.
See also Apmendix I, Item lo. 14, f.n. nos. 13, 14, helow.

9., Webster P. Huntington, The Perry’s Victory Memorial. A History of
Its Oricin, Construction and Completion in Commemoration of the Victory
of Cormodore Oliver Hazard FPerry in the Battle of Lake Brie and_tha
Horthwestern Camuaicn of General Willism Ienry Harrison in the Var of
1812 ana its Dedication to the Cauge of International Peace {Zkron, Chio,
1917), pp.l3-14. See Aprvendix I, Item No. b1, p.30, helcw.

10. Revort to the Goverrmor of Ohio, January 12, 1909, ppel i, 8- sed.
Fuonat no. 7, gboved.
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The first Report by this Commission to the Governor of Chio recommended
#rarticularly . . .« that any mamorial undertaken by the State of Ohio in
honor of Perryyfs Victery should_take the form of a permanent kuilding on
Pul~ir-Bay Island . . . . Ue have in mind,” reported the Commissioners,
through the hand of Webster P. Huntington, Tthe many temporary buildings
erected for vafious expositions alt greal expense and subseguently aban-
doned to the junk dealer; and we would avoid anything of this kind in
connection with the proposed exposition, while at the same time inguring
the State and its people an adequate return for their generous commemora-

1l
tion of a great event upon its one hundredth anniversary.” Huntingtonr’s

own conception of an appropriate “permanent building” at that time “. . .

took the form of a Memorial chapel in the park skirting the harbor at
in-Bzy, to bz built by the State of Ohio and containing eight memoxial
windows, historicilly significant and artistically executed, ¢ne each

to be presented Ly the seven other Lake States, anc. oné by Ohio.”l2 As

described by Muntington to his fellow menbers of the Ohio Commi ssion
F

13
the chapel would be of marble and cost no more 1han $150,000. During

11, Ibid., p.6.

12, Huntingion, The Perry’s Victory Memorial, pp.l4-135.

13. #Statement by Webster P. Huntington re John Eisenmann,” [/ _Jan. 1912;7,
p.3; BVIPM® Microfilm Reel #3 from Perry’s Victory Centennial Commission
Papers in Ohio State Historical and Archaszologicel Sotiety, Box #39,
References to materials in this collection hereafter wili be by Reel and
Box numbers; the former referring to the material copied on micrefilm for
deposit at Put-in-Bay, the latter o the file baxes in the Chio State
Museum Building, Columbus,
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a lobbying visit to the legislature in Jawuary, 1909, Huntington enlisted
the aid of another visitor who apveared well acguainted with members of
the ledgislatwe, soliciting an introduction to the strangsr and asking
14
him to use his influence with legislators From Cuyahoga County  in behalf
15
of the measure then pending for $10,00C +to initiate the work of the COhio
o 3 .
Centennial “ommission. The stranger enlisted to the cause that day was
John Eisenmann., Unknowm to Huntington at the initisl meeting, Eisemmann
was_a prominent aerchitect and engineer of Cleveland, Ohio, whese role
toward the creation of the memorial would prove tc be of importance
second only to that of Huntington.
John Eisenmann was born in Detroit, Michigan, in 1851 or 1852,
spent his youth in Monroe, Michigan. Graduwated as a Civil Engineer from
the University of Michigan in 1871, hLe took appointment in the U.5.
Lare Survey with headaquarters in Detroit, hecoring Chief of a Division

16 .
in 1874. On a leave of absence he became an architectural student

in the Polytechnikum, Munich, Germany, in 1875, and graduated in archi-

, 17
tecture in 1877 from the Royal Polytechnic School at Stuttgart, Gerimany .

14, Cleveland and vicinity. See letter froem John Eisenmann to Vebster
P. Huntington, Sept. 12, 1911; Reel #3, Box #39.

15. Later reduced to $3,000 and passed. See Appendix I, p.7, f.mr. no.
13, below.

16. Reference Report by Miss Louisa Heeth, Fine Arts Department, Cleve-

jand Public Library; Letter from Conrad H. kawski, Head Fine Arts Depart-
ment, Cleveland Public Library, November 22, 1900; “3tatement by Yebster

P, Huntington re Jchn Eisenmann®, p.l.
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. Returning to the Lake Survey in July, 1878, he was assigned at Cedar

Point, Chio, to the party determining the transcontinental base line,
and in October of that year was trarnsferred to beceme chief of a division
under the Mississippi River Commission with headgquarters at St. Louis,
where he remained until his resignation te return to Cleveland in 1882.18
In Janvary, 1882, John Eisenﬁann was appointed an instructor in drawing
and engineering in Case Institute of Technology, Cleveland. The follove
ing year, 1883, the school anncunced that instruction would be offered
in Civil Engineering and in January, 1883, upon the appeintment of James
Ritechie as his assistant, Eiéenmann became the first head of the Case
Institute Civil Engineering Department, in which pdsition he contimted
for three additional years. After 1886 he deavoted full attention to
his privafe professional intereste, and a very busy public life. while
on the facult at Case Mr. Eisenmann was architect for the Main Building
still in use by the school. He became full-time superinfendent of the
Wade Park project, authored the first building code for the City of
Cleveland, aﬁd was supervising architect for the Cleveland Board of
Education. In 1886 he served a term as Secretary-Treasurer of the Coure-
cil of Engineering Societies on Hational Public Works, and during the

19

1890fs served as & member of the Park Board of Cleveland. In 1888-18380

he was one of the architects of the Superior Axcads Building in Cleveland,
18, #Statement by . . . Huntington . . .* p.l.

19. Letter from H. R. Young, Archivist, Case Institute of Technology,
Nov. 21, 1%&0.
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: 20
a pioneering venture in structural steel construction. In addition to

many camercial structures and at least 18 Cleveland school buildings
erected under his supervision, LEisenmann designed the Chic Building at

21
the Buffalo Pan-Bmerican Exposition in 190l.£~ For that same occasion
he designed a flag adopted in 1902 as the Chio State Plag.22 When en-
countered by Webster P. Huntington in the state capital, John Eisenmann
was on business concerning his position as Puilding Code Commissioner
fdr the City of Cleveland. Huntington soon learned that Eisenmann was
an architect and engineer, and that he was “perfectly familiar with the
topography of Put-in-Bay Island and had.madé soundings of the surrcunding

waters and studied the geological formations of the region. Possessed

of a singularly enthusiastic and devoted nature, he became enamored of

the Memorial idea « . « and . . . made a hasty sketch of his conception."ZB
Receiving encouragement from all members of the Commission, Eisenmann
executed his conception into a large water color drawing.z4 In a letter
from Cleveland dated September 25, 1909, Eisenmann described his

vision in detail to Commission President William H. Reinhart:

#My dear Mr. Reinhart:

#Poymit me to present the following explanateory of the design which

20. Ibid.; Heeth, Cleveland Public Library Reference Report; “Statement
by . . . Huntington . . «,” p.2; William Ganson Rose, Cleveland; the
making of a city (Cleveland and N.Y., ca. 1950), p.51¢%.

21, “Statement by . . . Huntington . . e Pa2e

22. ibid.; Letter from H. R. Young, Archivist, Case Institute of Tech-
nology, Hov. 21, 1960; Heeth, Cleveland Public Library Reference Report.

23. Huntington, The Perry’s Victory Memorial, Pelo.

94. TIbid,; "Statement by . . . Huntington . . .,” pe4.
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I recently submitted for the proposed Memorial to be erected at Put-in-
Bay in commemoration of Perry’s victory and Peace Centennial to be held
in 1913 under the auspices of your Commission.

“As you know, all available U.S. Lake Survey charts of Lake Erie
and its islands have been placed at my disposal throuch the ccurtesy of
Major Charles Zeller -U.S. Corps of Engineers - the Superintendent in
charge the Lake Survey - and that the official land maps of the Teovmship
of South Bass Ottawa County were obtained from the County Surveyor?s
office at Port Clinton. Copies of all of which are now in my possession
and at your service. It may also be of interest to know that Major Keller
has already engaged his field parties in a re-survey of Pui--in-Bay, the
Iap ofrwhich, to a scale of 1:5000 may be available by January lsi,
1910.2% En examination of the maps show that South Bass or Put-in-Bay
partically /[ sic / & Simese [_sic [ twin -- roughly its silhouette is
suggestive of a flying Butter-Ball Duck with its short neck stretched
and big fluffy head pointed northeastward in perfeect alignment with its
body to the southwest. The head corresponds to East Point, the name
given to that end of the Island and the neck to the Simese [ _sic [
ligiment / sic [/ which binds it to the main body. Between the head,
neck and shoulders of the outstretched wings, lies the Island of CGibraltar
an historic harbor proper. The neck is a low and narrow formation composed
of a rocky roof on the Bay side and the reised sand kar on the lake side
opposite, includes between them a testiculate bog and swampy dump ground.
The hichest point of this neck is scarcely four feet above the wain lake
levzl, while the underlying substrata ranging in every direction only a
few feet below is solid rock - a most excellent foundation to build upon,
with plenty of available building and grading raterial surrounding it.

#From this neck land slopes in with easy grades in opposite directions.

To the right and left in almost equal proportion in area it is flanked

by the waters of the bay on one side and the open lake on the other. I

had never been over this end of the island during my previous visits of
many years ago. Hence you can imagine the acgreeableness of my surprise
when I found it a more appropriate and fitting locaticn in every sense

for the Memorial, than the ideal I had in mind while following the design.
The principle viewpoint from the island from the land side will ke from

the west, from Gibraltar; the whole interior Harbor line; the Park ap-
proaches and the proposed boulevard on the southwest with East Point to

. the northeast in its delicate photographic contour and uncbstructed skyline

95, The only map or chart of such description located is dated 1807.
Eppendiz V, Item No. 1, p.2, helow.

26. See Avvendix III, p.8, below; compare, Appendix V, Item Hos. 33,
34, 35, p.7, kelow.
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as a most fitting hackground. Yet, with 211, the undulations of this
background are not of sufficient height as to interfere with the view-
peint of any part of that end of the Islend nor from the outlying Is-
iands of Ballast or Middle Bass - nor from the ships passing day or
nicht through the channels between. The principal viewpoint from the
water side is From the north-west from over the famous battleground,
while the oiher directly opposite will be from Felley®s Island in the
southeast and souih toward Lake Side, Marble Head, Cedar Point and

Sandusky.

"The ground type of the. situation planned in the design is that of
an eight spoke wheel, oriented to conform to the cardinal points of the
marinerfs conpass « « » o Along the spokes are laid the epproaches and
docks. 'The Memorial is located in the center or at the hub of this
wheel and is surrounded on all sides by a spacious quay. Eeyond the
quay in the sectors formed by the radial approaches and docks, toward
the land side, 1y aquatic flowering poocls, orderly basins, lotus groves
and navigable lagoons which inter-conneet with one amother and those of
the bay and lake sides through culverts and sinucus canals flowing under
venetian bridges. : ‘

"To give it a proper setting in harmeny with its surrcundings and
design, the Memorial is placed on a raised terracc. This krings the
ground line of the base proper to about the eve level of those on the
upper deck of approaching steamers - the viewpoini from wiiich the firsth
imyression of nearly all visitors will be obtained.

At the North, Bast, South and West corners at the foot of the
terrace just above the quay level are located electric fountains. Each
of the Ffour basins contain an alegorical cascade group, of numerous
geysers, and ornamental marine spravs. TFlanking each fountain . . .
with pedestals for a statuary group, hetween each palr of which, eXcept
on the northwest side are the porials opening into the arcades, caves,
grottos and castella of the aguarium underneath the terrace. . « .
fountains and elevator and main stairs of the superstructure, spring
from this level.

#5n the northwest face is located the monumsntal appreach with stairs

jeading to the terrace, at the foot of which stairs in the center of the
approach stands a statue of Commodore Perry of heroic size, o¥erlooking
inh a direct line, the waters of his victorious ba‘i:tleground.2

"The memorial or structure propsr has a quadrangular base formed by
the intersection of four triumphant Ionie arches. The columns of the

27. Compare in Chapter I, pp.11-12, above.
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pavilion at the corners of the hase are detached. The ground floor of
the interior is treated as one great public vaulted lobby for visitors,
corresponding to the Comitium of the Romans. On fthe second floor is

the Aulia or Memorial Hall proper, surrounded by passageways and gallerys
and crouned with a dome-like vaulted ceiling, all enrichad with histeric
mural decorations. fGbove . . » arches and pavilions of the outer facades
. . .« lookoutls and ballastrated parapets for sightseers. From here an
octagularly shaped prismoidle shafi, sub-divided into numerous story
heights springs and extends away to another balceony, the topmost, for
sightseers, Above this rise the Licht House beacons and the Haval and
Wealher Bureau observatory and still higher up, from its highest pinacle
are strung the wires of the Wireless Station, from which I am creditably
informed, any message from Duluth in the extreme northwest or St. Hegls
on the St. Lawrence in the east, covering the texritory of the entire
chain of the North and Horthwestern Lakes can be received without relay.
Stajrways and elevators extend from aguarium to the ternmost halcony,

so arranged that the work of observers and officials cannot be interfered
with by the general public.

#Such in brief is the descriptioh of the salient points of the design -

if carried up ‘o the limits outlined. It is drawn to & unit scale of
seven and one-half | feet [ per unit. While the harmeny of its propor—
tion would not be disturbed if carrisd on a minor scale to a more limited
or lessger heighi, yet its . . . magnificence depends entirely upon the
selection of the proper unit scales...

"1t is suggerted that the Memorial be nade permanent and carried
out on a large erough unit scale so as to ciaserve ‘is practical pur-
posa — dedicated to History, Science and Art, pertaining te the Navy,
Navigation and Marine Life as exclusively as possible - and that the
eight border stales unite and cooperate toward securing the permenancy
for such purposes. » « «

o, while still conserving the monumental spirit in an utili-—
tarian and educational way, it could not help but be = fitting cenotaph
to the great hero but alsco a Temple of Peace ~ a token of peace and
good will - a commemorative trikute by the people tc all of the peorle
of the Lakes and Seas for &ll time to come. .« «

ery respectfully
"~ [signedf = . John Eisenmann .
Architect and Bngineer”28

28, Box #1.
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The architect estimated that the execution of his design would cost

29
$597,750. E photogyraph of the momument és rendered by John Eisenmann

appears below at page 42/ this was published also as a full page cul in
. 30
the Cleveland Plain Dealex, May 29, 1910.

Upon the availability of both the rendering and the narralive de-
scription of Eisenmann’s conception, the Commissioners had.an instrument
of unrealized utility. At the first joint meeting of Cormi ssioners
(from Ohio, Pennsylvania, Michigan and Iilinois), the draft of the second

Report to the Covernor of Ohio was adopted, containing in reference to
. 31
the memorial the following languages:

“Upon a most careful consideration of the subject, we have fully satis-
fied our own minds as to the character which the propesed Perry memorial
should assume, in order to achieve the very desirable dual okjecis of
artistic and historical value and supreme usefulness. We take the
liberty of submitting herewiih for the colsideration of your Lxcellency
and of the General Assembly & reproduction of a drawing embodving such
paramouni idcas as we believe should be manifested in any memorial

finally acgreed upon."’3

In March, 1910, when the Ohic Commission sought its first major ap-
propriation frem the Ohio General Assembly, Senate Finance Committiee
Chairman Thorne Baker called Huntington by telephone fo tell him that
59, ﬁis%nmann’s narrative "design for the proposed Pegry Yemorial ,”
p.7. Reel #3, Box #39.

30, Eisenmann to Huntington, Sept. 12, 1811. Eeel #3, Box #39.

31, Perry’s Victory Centennigl Commission (Chio)}, Report cof the Perry’s
Victory Centennial Commission to the Governor of Chic, December 16,1909
(h.p., ca. 1908); sece Appendix I, Item No. 20, p.12, b2low., The origi-

nal hand written copy of this Keport is in Reel #3, Eox #39.

32. Report to the Governor of Ohig, December 16, 1209, p.l3.
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33
the desived Bill would not be reported out of committes, because the

scheme for a memorisl was too “nebulous” and that there were no plans

for the proposed memorial which could be entered on the record. Hunting-

ton assured Senator Baker that the Commission did have plans, arranged

for Bigenmann to appear on March 29th with his plans and gpeci fications
: 34

sufficient to show the *practical nature” of the contemplated uilding.

The plans were examined also by Senator Clevenger, who sponsored the ap-

prepriation Bill and Governor Harmon, resulting in passage by the legis~

35
lature and signature by the Governor May 9, 181C. Followlng a trying

period of conflicting personalities, General A. J. Warner was elected

President of the Ohio Commission, succeeding William H. Reinhart, who
36
resigned,

33, Ohic Senate Bill No. 10, entered Jan. 11, 191G, For leg. hist. see
Appendix 1, Item io. 22, p.l3, below.

i

34. *™Statement by . . . Huntington . . .,” pr.6-7.
35, 1bid., p.7; Aopendix I, Ttem Fe. 22, fu.n. no. 23, below.

s6. The conflict within the Commission focussd in apparenily irrecon-
cilable differences between Reinhart and Webster P, Huntincton. Impor-
tant correspondence concerning this appears to have been removed from
the Commission Files prior to denation in 1987 to the Chio State His-
torical and Archaeclogleal Society. Mention eof incidents in the con-
flict, and of the vindication of luntington appears in a numker of items
amono the spproximately 750 documenis from the personal papers of Sinke
M. Johannsen, donated to PVIFMIM Rov. 1960 by Anthony J. Kindt, Fut-in~
Bay, Chio. See: Governor Harmon to Ceorge H. YWorthington, June 25,
June 27, July 1, 1910; William M. Reinhart to Worthington, July 2, 1¢10;
Webster P, Muntington to Worthington, July @, 191C; Herace Folbroox to
Worthington, July 13, 191C; Reinhart to Worthington, July 17, 1910.
Johannsen Fapers.
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JOHN EISERMANK‘S DESIGH
'TOR THE PERRY MEMORIAL

{(PV-146)

PIONEERS OF THE MEMORIAL ENTERPRISE AT PUT-IN-BAY
JULY 27, 1910

Lower row, l. to r.: unidentified, Ohio Commis-
sion Treasurer Sinke M. Johannsen, Ohio Commission
Vice-Pres., Commodore George H. Worthington, Chio -
Commi ssion President, General A, J. Warner, Ohio
Commi ssioner Horace Holbroock. Upper row, l. to r.:
Rodney J. Diegle, Commissioner and Secretary of
Chio Commission Vebster P. Funtington, Architect-
Engineer John Eisenmann.

Photograph: . by Otto G. Herbster

(PV-667)
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Feeting at Put~in-Bay on July 27, 1910, the Chio Commigsioners,
whose group portrait appears on page 42B, votled

#4hat the Ohic Commissioners regard with favor the plans
for a Memorial building submitted by John Eisenmann and
hereby recommend them for adoption by the Inter-State Board
when organized as the plans for a permanent memorial of
the propesed exposition, provided that the president of
t+he Chio Commission can make satisfactory arrangements as
to compensation for the completion of said plans in detail.”S7

In the presence of Secretary Huntington, Architect Eisenmann made such
an errangement for the completion of the plans with President Warner;ag
The consideration was to be $2,500. The plang were completed by
Eisenmann and exhibited at the first meeting of the Inter-State Board,

which held its initial meeting a{ Put-in-Bay, September 10, 1910. The

Inter-State Board voted unanimously to approve the plans, and to refer

them to the Executive Commities for further ccnsicderation, at which
39
point the matter lay until revived by Huntingten in 1912, During all

of 1909 and 1910 photographs of the Eisenmann Jesign for the memorial

were employed in lobbying activities before each of the state legislatures

from which participation was sought.
5In Pennsylvania, where $75,000 was appropriated, photographs
of the Eisenmann design were submitted to the joint committee
to which the bill had been referred, and the argument was then
and subsequently used that the proposed Perry lemorial embodied
attributes calculated to save life and property on the Great

37. #“Statement by . . . Huntington . . .,” pp.7-8.
38, Ibid., p.8.

39, Ikid.
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Lakes in accordance with the ideals original with Mr. Lisenmani.

#Tn Michigan the Commissioners were authorized before the
desicn had been svelved, but subsequently it was endorsed at
a meeting of ihe Senators end Representatives in Detroit, and
was published and explained in the public pressu'l

#In T1lincis the plans were exhibited befeore a joint meet-
ing of the Fouse and Senate and also at a banguet given in
Chicago by a Illinois Seciety of the War of 181%Z. he water
color painting of the Eisenmann memorial was exhibited and
explained bsfore the Finance Commitiee of the house of Repre-
sentatives, whersupon an appropriation bill of $75,000 was
reported favorably, passed the House but feiled in the Senate.

#Ty Wisconsin, where $50,000 was appropriated, the same
painting was exhibited at & joint meeting of the House and
Senate, attended by Governor lMeGovern. In a private audience
cranted to the visiting Comuissionars from other states, the
Covernor endorsed the approvriation scught for expressly on
the ground thal the Eisenmann design contemplated a structure
dedicated to the material welfare of Ihurrzam:.'lty.é3

"Tn New York, Governor Hughes carefully inguired into the
photograph of the design shown him by the visiting Cormi s—
sioners and wrote & letter to the Senate Finance Committee
endorsing the pending resolution for the appointment of
Commi seiconers for that state.

40. Ibid., p.9. For references to the organization of the Pennsylvania
Cemmission anu approjriations, see Appendix I, pp.8, 20, below.

41. “Statement by . . . Huntington . . .,” p.9. For references to the
organization of the Michigan Commission and appropriations, see Appendix
1, pp.8-9, helow.

492, "Statement by . » . Huntington . . .,” p.9. For references to the
organization of the Illincis Commission and appropriations, see Lippendix
I, pp.10, 18, below. Illincis subsequently contrilbuted $25,000 toward
construction, lkid., p.d0.

43, "Statement by . . ﬁnntington e o =, pp.9-10, For references to
the orcanization of the Wisconsin Commission and approprialtions, see
Bppendix I, pp.i0-11, kelow.

44, #Statement by . . « Huntington. . .,” p.10. Tor references te the
organization of the New York Commission and appropriations, sec Appendix
I, pp.14~15, 26-29, helow.
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“In Bhode Island, where 23,000 was twice appropriated, and
at 1he first session met with @ veto by the Governor, on grounds
cof econoqy, rhotographs of the Eisenmann desion were beifore

the Commitiees of both IHouses to which the Lillas referred, 9
“In Xentucky, photographe of the design were shown and ex—
plained to Governor Willson, and its main features ware ex-
plained in publie hearings before the liouse and Senate, re-
sulting in 1he appointmant of the Fentuelky commis ssicners, 16
"Doring all thi riod,*” summnarlized Secretary Huntington, “it was gener-

ally supposed that the Disenmann plans would be finally adopted, although
47

-~

L1

they might be nodified ¢+ & o
" Vigorous agtivity by interested individuals in Chio, the othe; 1aite~-
side states and Kentucky and Rhode Island resulied in impressive progress
toward the goal during 190¢ and 1910, culminating in a federal apprepris-
tion of $250,000 signed into law by President Will}iam Howard Taft, March
4
3. 1911.-8
The state and federal legisiative drive culminating in the federal
appropriation had offiecially begus with the org nization at Put-in-Boy
of the "Inter-State Board of the Perry's'Victory Centennial Commissioners,”
September 10, 1810. Actually it had begun much earlier. By September
1910 all interested states had enacied legislation sufficient to authorize
their individual covernors to apnocint state Commissions to cooperate with

45, #Statement by . . . Euntington . . .,” p.lC. Tor references to the
organization of the Rhode Island Commigsion and appropriations, see fp-

" pendix I, p.l6, below.

46, “Statement by . . . Huntington . . .," p.l0. For refersnces to the

organization of the Xentucky Commission and appropriations, see Zprendix

I, pp.37, 22-23, kelow.
47, “3tatement by . . « Huntington . . .," p.10.

48, P,L. 463, See “Appendix I, Item kos. 31, 32, pp.l8-19, below.
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the Ohio Commission, and several of the states had also appropriated
substantial sums for the observanes of the cemtermial and towards the
creation of a permanent memorial. The formation of the #Inter-State
Board” now permitted a unified avproach for all activities related to
both objects. The successful campaign culminating in Marxch 1211 in a
fedeval appropriation appeared to maks the creation of a monuent a
certainty, The states which now actively were in the movement and repre-
sented on the Inter-State DBoard on September 10, 1910, were Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Kentucky, Rhode Island and
49

Hew York. The state commissions consisted on September 10, 1910, of

the following individuals:
50

OHEIO: George H. Worthington, Cleveland; 5. M. Johannsen, Put—in-Bay;
hn J. Manning, Toledo; Eli Winkler, Cincinnati; Coionel Webb
C. Hayes, Fremont; H rice Holbrook, Warren; William C. Mocney,

Woocsfield; Horace L. Chapman, Columbms. [ Webster P. Huntington,

Secretary, Columbust:7
51
PENNSYLVANTA: L. BE. Sisson, Erie; Edwin H. Vare, Philadelphia; M. W.

Shreve, Brie; T. C. Jones, McKeesport; Ceorge W. Heff, M.D.,

49, Inter-State Board of the Perry’s Victory Centennial Conmmdssion,
Meeling of ihe Inter-State Board of the Perxy’s Victory Centennial Core
M ssioneys at Put-in-Bay, Chic, September 10, 1910 {n.p., ca. 1910),
pP.8; see also fippendix I, item No. 27, p«d?, balow.

50, Ibid.; for all leading references 1o records of Chio participation,
see Appendix I, pp.6-8, 12-14, 2C, 2324, Zb, balow.

51. Inter-State Board, Meeting, Beptember 10, 1910, p.8. For all lead-
ing references to records of Pennsylvania participation, seo Appendix I,

- 8‘ 20’ f@l@f'
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Masonlown.
52
MICHIGAL: Charles Moore, Detroit; Seward L. Merrxiam, Detroit; Roy 5.

Barnhart, Grand Repide; Albert L. Stephens, Detroit; E. K.

Warren, Three Caks.
23
TLLIECTIS:. Ceneral P. C. Hayes, Jeliet; Captain William Porter Adams,

Chiecago; Captain Willis J. Wells, Chicago; Captain Chesley R.
54
Perry, Chicago; Captain W. H. Mclntosh, Reckford.

52. Inter-State Board, Meeting, September 10, 1910, p.8. This original
Michigen Commission was typical of all the state commissions in fluidity

of the membership, particularly during the early stages of opsration.

This may be attributed to the driving force of Huntington and his supporiers
both on the Ohic and Inter-State Commissions, who made the service of

these Commi ssioners no mere sinecure of political appeintment. Of the
Micigan Commissioners, Albert L. Stephens, Charles Moore and Seward L.
Merriam, soon resigned, to he replaced by George Whnitfield Parrer, Detreit
(Oct. 18, 1930); Arthur P. Loomis, Tonia (Nov. 10, 1910}; and John C.

Lodge, Detroit i(Feb. 6, 1813). Hichicun Depariment of State, 15 Docgrd
of State Officials, Vol. 2, pp.340-342 {in the Archives of the Michigan
Secretary of State, Lansing); Seward L. Merriam to Governor Warner,

Aug. 13, 1910 {in the Collections of -The Michigun Historical Cormiss.on).
For all leading references to records of Michigan participation, see
Ippendix 1, pp.8-8, below; see alsoc "Perry’s Victory Centennial Celebra~
tion,” Michigan Historical Collections, Vol. XXX, 1913, (Lansing, 191%5),
pp. 2635,

55. Inter-State Board, Meeting, September 10, 1910, p.8; Perry’s Victory
Centennial Commission (Illinois), 18131913, Ferrv’s Victory Cenfennial,
Report of the Illinois Commissioners (Springfield, Iil., 1811), p.l4.

For al)l leading references o records of Illinois participation, see fp-
pendiz I, pp.10, 18, kelow. The Files of PVIPMIIM contain a typed draft
of the original legislation recommendsd for presentatien to the l1llincis
_legislature in January 1909, in Johannsen Papers, donated by Anthony J.
Kindt, Nov. 1960. The promotional genius of Webster P. Hantington was
here as everywhere in evidence. See also Chicago Record Herald, Use. 30,
1910; Aug. 28, Sept. 8, 11, 1%211.

54, The Papers of the late Chesley R. Perry relating to his membership
and work on this Commission are in the Collections of the Chicage His-
torical Socieiy, reproduced on PVIPMIN Microfilm Reel #7. Captain Mo-
Intosh is the last remaining surviver of all of the Commissioners of

all the state=s.
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WISCORSTH: General Arthur McArthur, Milwaukee; John M. Whitehead, Janes-
ville; George E. Scott, Prairie larm; Ole 4. Busletl, Horthlandg;

E. W. Sanhorn, Ashland.

5

KERTOCKY : Colonel Henry Wattersen, louisville; Cclonel Andrew Cowan,
Louisville; Samwel M. Wilson, Lexington; Colonel k. W, Kelscn,
Kewport: McKenzie R. Tedd, Frankfort.

57
RHODE ISLAND:; John F. Sanborn, Hewport; Louls o, Arnold, Westerly; Sumner

Mowry, Peacedale; William C. Bliss, Dast Providence; Harry Cutler,

Providsnce.
58
KEW YORK: Ogden P. Letchworth, Buffalo; George . Emerson, Buffalo;

55, Inter-State Board, Meeting, September 10, 191G, p.&. For all lead-
ing references to records of Wisconsin participation, see Appendix I, oo
10-11 r .@,@}.9}’*’ .

56. Inter-State Board, Meeting, Sentember 10, 1910, p.8; “Governor Wil-
1son this day appointed and commissioned the following as members of the
Kentucky Perry?s Victry Centennial Commission « a . 7 Memorandum signed
by McKenzie R. Todd, Secretary to the Governor of Kentucky, March 31,
1910, in Xentucky archives; photocopy supplied by James T. Fleming, As-
sistant Director, Xv. Leg. Research Comnission, July 28, 19560, For all
leading references to records of Kentucky participation, see Appendix I,
pp.17, 22-23, below. The correspondence of Henry Watterson, in the Manu-
script Division, Library of Congress, might explain many of the important
decisions made concerning the creation of the monument and the operations
of the state and inter-state commisions. The Watterson Papers are unine
dexed and have not been searched.

57. Inter-State Board, Meeting, Sevtember 10, 1910, p«8. See "Flans
for Mosmment to him Discussed,” Providence Journal, Sept. 15, 1910.
For all leading references to records of Rhode Island participation,

see Appendix I, p.16, kelow.

58, Inter-State Board, Meeting, September 10, 1910, p.8. For all lead-
ing references to records of New York participation, see Appendix I, po.
14-15, 26-29, helow.
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John T. Mott, Oswego; Clinton Bradford Herrick, M.D., Troy;
Henry Harmon Noble, EsseX.
The enactment of a federal -appropriation in March 1¢11 carried with

it provision for the eppoiniment by the President of the United States

o9

of three United States Commissioners as members of the Inter-State Board.
President Taft appointed as U.S. Commissioners, Lit. CGeneral Nelson A.
Miles, Rear Admiral Charles E. Clark, and CGeneral J. Warren Keifer.

The enactment of the federai appropriation and appointment of the
U.S., Commissioners brought unforeseen elemenits of control into the or-

ganization. To Ceneral Miles, President Taft wrote from the White House
on June 7, 1911, the following letter:

“}My Dear General Miles:-
#Jnder the law I am given the right to avail myself of the

skill and advice of the Commission of Fine Arts in connection
with the location and design of Statues, Fountains, and Monu~
ments erecte ' under the authority of the United States and
with the se.:ction of artists for executing th» designs. It
is my custom to refer to that Commi ssion the cquestion of the
suitability and appropriateness of all permanent government
works, and I should be very glad if the Perryfs Victory Cen~
tennial Commission would confer with the Commi ssion of Fine
Arts in the matter of securing a suitable memorial in com-
nemoration of Commodore Perry’s victory on Lake Erie.
#Sincerely yours
[ signed/ "iim. H. Taft”éo

The creation of the memorial had now become the central idea of the
Centennial Celebration, and a general area of agreement among the states’

56. Sec. 2 of the Act. See also Bppendix I, Item Nos. 31-32, pp.18-19,
below.

6Q. From typewritten cdpy in the Johannsen Papers, donated to PVIPMNN,
N v. 1960 by Anthony J. Kindt, Put-in-Bay, Chio.
[o]
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representatives evolved that the major part of the funds of the Inter-
State Board, then in hand and thenceforth to be appropriated, should be
dedicated to this object.ﬁl "Only with the addition of the federal ap~
propriation did the construction of & permanent rmemoriel appear within
means. The Taft letier making the advice of the Fine Arts Commission

a condition of the availability of the federal appropriation, the sug-

gestion of the President immediately became the next order of business.

61, Huntington, ®The Memorial Paramount,” The Perry’s Victory Memorial,

p-16.
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In a letter to Chic Commission President Reinhart, guoted in Chapter

III, pages 35-38 above, John Eisenmann nominated as his choiee for the site of the

permanent meniorial the swampy neck or isthmus of land stretching between
1
the two main sections of South Bass Island. “. . . On August 6, 1909,7

Eisenmann later would recount to Vebster P, Huntington,

#7 yisited Put-in-Bay Island decided upon the site, and at
the same fTime interested the U.S. Lake Survey in behalf of
the cause. On August 2lst, I again visited the Island, hav-
ing perfected my stu/ d_ /1es in the meantime, accompanied by
Mr. Rf_einhart / and several friends to inspect my_proposed
site. On the way we picked up Mr, Johansen [ _sic /. It was
the first time we had ever met and you can imagine my sur-
prise when I fo%nd that his homs was just across the road
from the site.”

For his site selection studies, Eisenmann already hetd a hypothesis

based upon his own experience as a Lake Survey engineer. He knew which

2,

maps and charts were available that might profitab 2 consulted, an
these were made avai. able to him through the courtesy of the Supcrinten-
dent of the Lake Survey.3 Armong the Field Sheects made available to him
by the U.S. Lake Survey would have been the followiﬁg:

PUT-IN-BAY HARBOR, LAKE ERIE. U.S. Lake Survey Field Sheet
No. 10, 1907, by Andrew J. Swift. 1:5,000.%

WEST END OF LAKE ERIE, THE BASS ISLANDS. U.S. Lake Survey

1. John Eisenmann to William H. Reinhart, Sept. 25, 1909. Box #l.

2. Eisenmann to Huntington, Sept. 12, 1911, Reel #3, Box #39.

3. PEisenmann to Reinhart, Sept. 25, 1908, ;ggiﬂgii;

4, PVH-64 / Perry®s Victory and International Peace lMemorial National
Monument Map Number 64 _/; see Appendix V, Item Ho. 1, p.2, below. This

Field Sheel was located and identified for this Report by the U.S. Lake
Survey, Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, Detroit, Michigan, December 1960.
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_ ~ 5
Field Sheel by M. S. MacDiarmid, 1909-1910. 1:10,000.

Bmong the other maps, plats and charts he would have had available would
have been:

PUL-I1-BAY O / Town of Put-in-Bay, Ohic_/. 1900. Secale:
not atated.”

SOUTH BASS ISLAND. PLAT OF MAIN CR WEST PART AS WELL AS
BAST POINT. Drawn by E. Franck from his surveys made from
Fall 1858 to Fall 1862 upon Order of J. de Rivera St.
Jurgo. )

- PUR-IN-BAY, Iy [Pownship of Put-in-Bay, Ottawa County,
Ohio_f. 1800.

#The neck,” wrote Eisenmann on September 25, 1908,

#is a low and narrow formation composed of a rocky roof on
the Bay side and the raised sand bar on the lake side op-
posite « « « » The highest point of this neck is scarcely
four feelt above the main lake level, while the underlying
substrata ranging in every direction only a few feet below
is solid rock -~ a most excellent foundation to build upoi,
with plenty og available building and grading material sur-
rounding it.” '

5, PVM-65; see Appendix V, Item No. 2, p.2, below. This Field Sheet

was located and identified for this Report by the U.S. Lake Survey, Corps
of Encineers, U.S. Army, Detroit, Michigan, December 1960. It is pro-
bably this chart at a scale of 1:10,000 rather than one at 1:5,000,

which Eisenmann refers to in Sept., 1909, saying that it “may be avail-
able by January lst, 1910.”% Eisenmann to Reinhart, Sept. 25, 1909,

loc. cit.

6. PVI-94; Atlas of Ottewa County, Ohio, 1900 (n.p., 1900), p.67; see
Appendix V, Item Ho. 35, p.7, below. Item located through .the good of-
fices of Mrs. Jean L. Williams, Rgcorder of Ottawa Ceounty, Ohio.

7. PVM-95:; Ottawa County, Chio, Plat Records, Vol. 3, p.22; see fippendix
V, Item No. 33, p.7, kelow. Item located through the good offices of
Mrs. Jean L. Williams, Recorder of Ottawa County, OChio.

8. DPW-96; Atlas of Ottawa County, Ohio, 1900, p.37; see Appendix V,
Item lo. 34, p.7, below. JItem located through the good offices of Mrs.
Jean L. Williams, Recorder of Ottawa County, Ohio.

9. Eisenmann to Reinhart, Sept. 25, 1909, loc. cit.







During the months- following his August 1909 visit to the proposed site
as guids to members of the Chic Commission, these additional maps might

have become available to Elsermann:
10
MAPR OF PUT-IH-BAY by Charles E. De Witt, Dec. 1809,

FLAT PLEN. SCUTH RBASS ISLAND 10T WIﬁQD PART OF LOTS 2 AHD
12, FUD-IH-RBAY TGMSHIP SHEET #13.

PLET PLAN. SCUPY BESS ICLAND LOIS 2 AND 8, PUT-TH-BAY TOVK-
SHIP SHEET #12.

FLAT PLAN. hOU§§ BASS ISLARD LOTE 1 AND 2, PUT-IR-BAY TOWR- .
TSP SHEET #15.

One map of which Eisenmann did render the oyiginal is a

AP OF PUT-1H-BAY FARBOR FARK AKND TR CHEPMAN END LOCIHOOD
PROPERTIES. Frepared by Chas. E. DeWitt, Port Clinton,
Chio. Dec. 14, 190¢. After Original Map by John Eisemmann,
Architect & Engineer, Cleveland, Chio.**

The Ffirst two of the *ten mans listed above were of importance second

only to Eisenmann’s oun experience as a Lake SBarvey engineer, A print of
‘ P

10. FVIE31; see Appendix V, Ttem No. 36, p.7, below. It is possible
that Eisemmann himself rendered the Qriginal of this. See, for example,
Joc, cit., Item Fo. 39, p.8, helow.

11. PVii-37; see Appendix V, Item No. 42, p.8, below. It is possible
that ©isenmann himself rendered the original of this. See, for example,
f.n. no. 10, above.

12. PViL45; see Appendix V, Item No. 40, p.8, below. It is pessible
that Eisenmann himself rendered the coriginal of this. O&ee, for example,
f.n. nos. 9, 10, above,. '

13, FVM=67; see fippendix V, Ttem No. 41, p.8, kelow. It is possible
that L\S“ﬁmunn himself re uqbred the original oi thig., See, for example,
f.n. nos. 10, 11, 12, above,

14. A Blueprint copy only of this has been located. FV¥-27; see
Appendixn V, Item Fo. 39, p.8, Lelow.
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the vital section of each of these Field Sheets appears below. At page
56 i=

PUI-IN-BAY HARBOR, LAXE ERIE. U.S. Lake Survey Field Sheet
No. 10, 14907, by Andrew J. Swift. 1:5,800;

and at page 57 is

WEST E¥VD OF LAKS ERIE, THE DBAST ISLERDS. U.S. lLake ourvey
Field Sheet by M. S. hachdrmlu, 1909-1910. 1:10, GOD

Thm site recommended by Eisenmann wes agreed upon by the Ohio Commissioners,
16
July 27, 1910, a decision concurred in by the Interstete Board, September
17
10, 1910,

Some individual questioning continued o appear concerning the site
18
selection until the spring of 1%12. With these reservations in view

-

Eisenmann was commissioned to pursue the matter further in & more exten-

TS -l
His Report,

Blve sRIVEY.
as follows:
#Hon. George H. Worthington,
President CGeneral of the Perry‘s Victory Centennial Commission,
Cleveland, Ohio.

#fy dear Commodore:-—
15. All copies for this Report of these twe Field Sheats provided by
U.S. Lake Survey, Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, Detroit, Michigan,

December 1960; edited for binding by the writer.

16. Minutes, Vol. II, June 6, 1911, p.25; Appendix 11, p.10, helow.

17. Ibid.; Interstate Board of the Perry’s Victory Centennial Commnlssien,
Feeting of the Inter~State Board of the Perry’s Victory Centennial Com-
missioners at Futein~Bay, Ohic, September 10, 1910 {n.p., ca. 1910} rp.
Y-8. See alse Appendix 1, Item Mo. 27, p.l17, belcu.

18. See, for example, Nelson A. Miles te George H. Worthington, March 12,
1912; J. Edward Mevers o Geo. H. Worthingten, March 23, 1912, Johanssen
Papars. '






;

#7 eg leave to submilt the following which might be of in-
tevest to you just atf this time. At the reguest of the Board
of Trade of Put-in-Bay to exawine into the adapltability of
other sites in the case thal the c¢ne previcusly selected for
the propesed Perry Memorial wes declared unavailable on ace
count of its excessive cost, I had the honor from fucust 200k
to 23rd inclusive, to make a new complefe reconnaisance of
South RPass Isiand eand its vicinity. The fellewing is a syn-
opsis of my findings. Details il ke presznied later if
desired. ‘ :

#{1) After my arrivel from Cleveland on the 20th, I made a
Getailed examination of the various lecations suggested within
and immediately adjoining the corporation limits.

#(2) On the 2lst I went to Detroif on the Steamer Kirby
and returned to Put-in-Bay that same evening.

"ihile in Detroit, I received through the courtesy of Lisu-
tenant Colonel C. 8. Riche, Corps of United States Engineers,
Supsrintendent of the United Btates Lake Survey, several blue
prints of the 1909-1910 survey of the Bass Islands, which as
previcusly reported to your commission, was started in 1909 by
the preceding Superintendent of the United States Lake SBurvey,
YVajor Charles Yiller [ sic [, st my smogestion for the use of

your commission.

WY also visited Belle Isle, making a cursory examination of
its lagoons, boat and cance club houses, <tc. A more detailed
examination of its aguarium leads me to thinik that the base~
ment and terrace space under the propesed memorial ~ if retained
in the design /_sic / ~ could be used more advatageousiy for
other purposes than an aguarium as previously suggested.

#{3) On the morning of the 22nd, through the courtesy of
Captain Harry Crawsley, the Chio Fish and Came VWarden of the
Lakes, at the Bay, the Steamer Oliver 1, Perry, and its tendsr
was placed at my service. We circumnavigated the Island,
examining the whole of its shere line, making frecuent land-
ings to be sure of our detail, and completed the cireuit at
nOCMN

#(4) That afterncon 1 staried the borings on the present
selected site and by six ofelock P.M. had made eight of the
twelve determined uwpen, finishing the other four ¢n the 23rd,






19.

#(5) T made my progress known to Messrs. Johannsen, Fox,
Day and Schaidt, of the Committee of Board of Trade, just pre-
vious to the opening of the meeting called that night. Vhile
I wvas not at the meeting, I stood ready to attend upon call
by telephone, as requested. I was subssquently informed that
they held the best and most enthusiastic meeting ever held
upon the Island, and, furthermore, before adjourmment had
unanimously decided to raise the necessary [ _sic [/ funds to
make up the difference between the amount fixed by the Court
and that appropriated by the general assembly of Chio for
the purchase of & site.

7L committee was also appeinted to wait upon your honorable
commission to communicate the Beoard’s action to that effect.

#(g} In re to results ascertained by my borings - I found
my previous judgment more than verified and that the island-
ers were very much mistaken or misinformed as to the geolog~
ical formation of the isthmus connecting the two lobes of
the Island.~ it is no swamp at all.19 The county road is
artificial for nearly its entire length, its elevation is
only one to one and & half feet above the highest known water
level-which ig 575 feet above the sea level -~ and its founaca-
tion extends down to the level of the bottom of the alleged
swamp — which 15 572.8 fcet cbhove the level of the sea, or
exactly to the level of the mean stage of high and low water
of the Lake -~ the low water stage belng 570-00 feet.

¥y dear Commodore, here is an agreeablc surprise - the
bottom of the “swamp’ is perfectly level and for the depth
of less than one foot is peaty and loamy — below which it
is solid blue clay down to rock bottom“Y- which is almost

as flat as a pancake with a slight dip running from North-
west to Southeast - i.e. from the Bay to the sand beach.
Where the teleograph poles stand, and along the county road,
the highest point of the rocky table land below is 566 feet
above the level of the sea or 4 feet below the lowest water
mark of Lake Erie. DBorings on the sand beach side made one
foot deeper failed to reach rock bottom. In other words, if
+he area of this site now occupied by the swamp, inclusive
of the road way on the Bay and the sand beach on the lLake
side - were dredged to the rock -~ there would be two Islands

The Italics are Eisenmann’s.
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formad with not less than a four (4) foot channel between
from shore to shore at low waiter - which means at least (6)
feet during the summey and fall season. Low water occurs

in February. A1l that now remalns to complete this investi-
gation is to have a few core borings made in the Bay outside
of the road way &s the botitom there is composed ol loocse
stone, gravel, elc. — too compact to e penetrated with the
(2) two inch ship-auger at my disposal. Several core borings
should also be made directly under the memorial bkuilding fo a
depth of (10} ten or more feet so as te ascertain the consis-
tency of the underlying strata of rock hkefore it is kbuilt upon,

PThe Kelley Island Lime Company have already given me a
proposal at a per diem rate ror the use of a core drill -
. with its crew - which they say will ke placed at your serv- -
ice at a moment’s notice.

#"Jpon my return to Cleveland, I turned a copy of the 1909%-
1910 United States Lake Survey map of the Bass Islands over
to the Secretary Gen%ral, Vlebster P. MHuntington, fer preser-
vation in his files. 1

#raaiting the pleasure of your commands regarding the de-
tails of the above ~ upon your reiurn to Cleveland - I

remain,
— _ Wery respectfully, .
J_signed_/ #John Eiselmann”ZJ

At the date of that letter, August 26, 1%.1, a competition for the

‘selection of an architect for the memorial, under ausvices of the U.S.

Fine Arts Commission, appeared te be a certainty, and consideration was
being given to the employment of a man other than Eisenmann as archi-
tectural consultant for the conduct of the competition. Only his pre-
ference for the tombolo ketween the two lobes of Sputh Bass Island re-

mained completely intact as an integral contribution by Eisenmann, In
21. PV-65. See f.n. no. 35, ahove.

29. Original of this Letier is in the Johannsen Papers, donated to
PVIPMWM Nov. 1960 by Anthony J. Kindt, Put-in-Bay, Ohic,
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view of this wearing away of his recommendations, the letter quoted a-
bove is remarkably restrained., Its gualifying statements concernhling
the finality of conclusions, and particularly its recommendation for adf
ditional borings are evidence both of the competency of this imaginative
and resourceful man and of his desire to adhere to the highest standards
of both his engineering and architectural professions, despite his per-
sqnal feelings in the matter. The reservations spelled out in this
letter were later to be borne out by soundings taken prior to excavation
for the foundation of the Doric column under supervisicn of the archi-
tects selected following the prize competition. This letter, indicating
clearly the limitations of the equipment, manpower, time, and authority
granted to Eisenmann for this site study, serves to ebsolve him from any
blame whatsoever for the general natur
the terrain ard its underlying strata.for purpcses of the prize competi-
tion. Whatever John Lisenmann did accomplish, and that was a great deal,
was far bevond any financial return he could ever have expected. An ap-
propriate memorial at Put-in-Bay had become the great hobby of his pro-
fessional life.

Every general history relating to South Bass Islaﬂd in any way con-
tains a general account of the possessory history of the Island through
its first division into plats in 1858-1862. The documentary history of

23
title to the island from the date of its earliest New World recording.

93. The island title for earlier periods would derive from Crants,
Charters, Commissions, etc., hestowed by Eurcopean menarchs upen their
Kgents for exploration, conquest and government in the New World.
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in 1792 is amotated in fpvendix IIT to this Report. The existence of

the island as an undivided parcel of real estate is descyibsd there at
pages 1 through 6. The neck of land {or isthms oy tombolo) connecling
the two lobes of South Bass Island, shown as mapped in 1862 and in 1900,

. 24
in the renderings there on page 8. The division and sale and redivision

and sale of the tombolo section of the island following 1862 created an

unsymmetrical pattern of property lines and of ownership. The status of
p

the property lines is rendered in the plat on page 13 of Avpendix III
below, with paper title to various sections of the site selected for the
memorial vested, as of June 6, 1911, in six individual or common CwWNers.
The Land Records of Ottawa County, Chio, indicate that as of June 6, 1911,
the following'heldﬂan interest in all or part of the land desired for the

memorial reservation on Scuth Bass Island:

A. Mary F. Iavis & Edith Lockwocd (approximately 50/100 5‘l<::ces)25
B. »William famison & R. M. Robbins (approximately 30/100 acres)26
C. HMary A. Lockwood (approximately 6 and 34/100 acres)27

D. Alice J. Vaite (aﬁproximately %acre)zS

24, Of IAppendix II1.

25. Appendix III, pp.12-15, below.

26. Ibid., pp.13, 15-16, below.
27. Ibid., pp.18, 16-17, below.

28. Ibid., pp.13, 17-18, below.
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‘ 29
E. John Bolander (approximately 3/100 acre)
' 30
F. HMary L. Chapman (approximately 6 and 9/100 acres)
Chain of ownership for each of these lots from the first convevance of

each following the 1862 division through June 6, 1911, is detailed in

Lppendix III at pages 12 and 14 through 21.

On May 2, 1811, the Ohio legislature received and passed a “BILL
To provide for the vurchase of a site for the Perxry’s Victory centennial
celebration at Put-in-Bay . . . as a site for a memorial or other struc-

31
ture or buildings that may be erected thereon . . « ,” under the terms
of which the Ohio Commissioners were to seek to negotiate purchase of
the site with each individual owner. Failing to arrive at agreement
with any of the owners, the Ohio Commission requested Governor Judson

32
Harmon in a letter dated May 12, 1911, 7 . o to notify the Attorney
General of the State . . . to . . . proceed . . . for the purpose of
: 33
acquiring the desired property by condemnation.?” Under instructions

29, Ibid., pp.13, 18-20, below.

30, Ibid., pp.l3, 20-21, below.

31. Ohio Senate Bill No. 77. Signed by the Governor May 11, 1911. See
Appendix I, Item No. 34, p.20, below; Bppendix III, p.7, below.

32. This letter, drafted by Webster P. Huntington, is quoted in full at
Appendix III, pp.11-12, below.

33. Cormissioners Worthington, Hayes, Holbrook, Manning, Wirkler, Johansen,

Chapman and Mooney to Gov. Harmon, May 12, 1911. Minutes, Vol. I, pp.88-
89; see also Vol. II, p.25. See also “ppendix III, pp.10-11, below.
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34
from the Governor, Ohic Attorney Ganeral Timothy 5. Hogan filed in the

Ottawa Couniy Probate Court on June &, 1811, an fpplicstion tc fssess

Compensation, the legal process at that time fer acquisition of the pro-

pertics for public purposes. Fellowing a preliminary hearing, Probate
Judge Lawrencs O, Rupp ruled that the State of Chic was entitled to ap-
propriate the properiy described and ordered the Clerx of Commen Pleas

Court to draw & jury to view the prorpertiss on July 31 and place a fair

35
value upon each of them. Por Trect A, the award was $383.00; Tract
36
B, $1,500.00; Tract C, $6,000.00; Tract ¥, $7,000, a total of #14,883.00.

Court costs assessed over and above the award brought the sum total for
a7 .
the four leois to $15,227. The Chic Commissioners supplied $£8,825.00

of this amount, the balance was supplied by the Beard of Trade of Put-
38

* T . S T S | PR S T - kR Iopien
in-Bay, raised by local swezeripltion, Paxesl T zs zomired as o oree

sult of negotiations between the Chio Commission and the owner in May
39 '
1812, No entry appears in the Land Hocords of Ottaws County describing

S4. Appears in unindexed material from Perry’s Victory Centennial “om-
mission Papers microfilmed from the Collection in the Ohio State Museum,
Sée WIVMIM Microfilm “ellection, Keels 1-4.

35. See Appendix III, pp.22-23, below.

36, loc. cif., rp.23-24, below.

37. Inter-State Board of the Perry®s Victory Centennial Commission, Meet-
ing of the Inier-State Poard of the Yerxry’s Victory Centennial Commissioners
at Put-in-Zay, Ohio, September ¢, 1911 (n.p., ca. 1911), p.l. See Appendix
I, Ttem Mo, 36, p.21, bzloy.

36. Ibid.

39. Appendix III, .25, bslow.
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acquisition either by the State of Chic or by the United States of Parcel
40

Le In May 1913 Chio Covernor James M. Cox signed into law Chio House

Bill No. 398 ceding the land to the United States as one complete parcel

41
and authorizing its donveyance to the United States of fmerica. U.S.

Piablic Law No. 344, Approved March 3, 1919, accepted the conveyance on
) 42
behalf of the United States.

40, Ibid.

41. See complete text of the Bill:cus enacted into law, at Appendix TiTI,
pPp.26-27, below. . See also fAppendix I, pp.23-24, lelow.

42. Eppendix I, Item No. 54, below; Appendix I1I, pp.28-25, below,
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In advsnce of aspproaching the U.S. Fine Axts Comwdission to seeir fo
1
employ its "skill and aavice” in selecting an architect for fhe memorial,

the Inter—State Commission sought to engage the services of an architec—

tural adviser, authorizing *. . . lthe building committees to enploy at a

reasonable expense an architect for the preparaticon cof such plans and
Z
drawings.®* Cel. Vieblb C. Hayes, representing the Inter-State Board,

called July 5th, 19611, on Frank }Miles Day, a former president of the
Emerican Institute of Erchitects and senior member of the Philadelphia
architectural firm of Day Brothers and Klauder, to inguire as to Mr,
Day's availabilily to serve as prefessional advissr to the Duilding
Committee of the Intexr-State Board of Ferry?’s Victory Memorial Commissicners.
Responding to the wvisit, architect Day wrote to General Miles on July 7,
1411, that Col. Hayes
~ ¥ . « explained the intended erection of a
momument to Comradore Perry’s viciory at Fut-in-Bav, giving
me the details of the progress and status of the movemsnt,
and asking me to consider the guestion of acting as profes—
sional adviscr to the Commission on the selection by compe-
tition of a design and architect for the monument and re-
questing me to write to you today as he expected to confer
with you as to the matter at an early date.
#7 should be very glad fo undertake the duty of acting as

Professional Adviscer to the Commissicn. I have for many
years given much atiention to the conduct of architectural

1. Récommended in letter from President Taft to General Helson A. Miles,
Juher?, 19111 ¢ Jehannsen Fapers; cuoted in full above at p.49.

2. Minutes, II, June 6, 1911, p.3%
3. FPrank ¥ les Day to General Nelsen A. Miles, July 7, 1911. Typed

copy in Johannsen rapers.
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comretitions. As President of the American Instiiuvte of Archi-
tects and subszguently as Chalrmen of its standing Committes on
Competitions, I have had many duties to perform connected with
competitions of great importance, having fregquenily acted as juror
for the United States Govermment.

#Lf retained by your Commission, mv duties would consist of
the necessary conferences with the Euilding Commdites and if
necessary, with the Commission itself, of drafiing and pro-
bably redrafiing the crogram of the competition, a document
on the wisdem [_of / which depends to a wery large extent the
suceess of the coumpetition. The program invelwves most exnlicit
staterents of the status and relation of the Commisgion and
the Cormpetitors, the kind of competition to be instituted,
the selection of competitors, the number and nature of the
drawings, the anenymity of their submission, the reguivements
of the monument itself, the duty and power of the jury, the
commissicn to be paid the successful conmpetitor, the prizes
to be awarded 1o those placed next after the winner and sun~
dry other guesticns of ecual imporfance.

“Upon the fairness of the procgrem and its ettractiveness to
possible competitors depsnd the participaticn of archifects
of such abilitv as tc make the outcome successful. Without a
good program, not conly will the eblest architects refuse ic
participate but vour Commdttes will bhe exposed to the many
snares and pitfalls which - ° . always ocecur in the course
of an architzctural competition.

#ifter the preparation of the program, the duties of the
Professiond Advisor ceonsist in answering te all competitors
any cuestions that may be raised by any participant, in con-
ducting the cowpetitions generally, in acling (if desired)
as a rnember of the jury and in continuing as adviscr to the
Cormission until the architect has been selected.

#51. Haves has asked me to repcrt what would be my fee
for so acting and in accordance with his request I would say
that it would be $1500.C0; expenses incurred in traveling
while occcupied on your behalf would also be payable by the
Commi ssion.

#_ . . In response to a question of Col. Hayes as to
whether the Haticnal Commission of Fine Arls would be a
proper jury of award, I wculd say that I should think
it & most excellent one.
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“T can assure vou that I should he deeply interssted in
yvour problem and should give 1i my most serious and immed-
iate attenticn.
Nery Sincarely yours,
_ 4
| sicn=d / “Prank FMiles Day.”
Following this letter from Mr. Day, the matter rested for more than two
: 5
months, Ceneral Miles, speaking fer the Puilding Commpities, at the next
Inter-8tate Beard meeting,.Septembsr &, 1811, at Pul-in-Bay, said that
its members were of the opinicn that the situation now confronting the
commi ssioners inevitably suggested the necessity of opening the plans
of the memorial to general competition amecng architects, in order to a-
6
void criticlsm and obtain the best resultis. In behalf of the Building
Committee, Generxal Miles offered and moved the adoption of the following
resolution:
#That the Building Cemnitiee he and is lerseby authorized
to experd, in its judgment, 2 sum nol to cxeeed 34,500 for
the purpose of procuring the services of wn architectural
adviscg and for designs cut of any funds that may be avail-
able,”
Seconded by Ceneral Hayes of Illinois, the resclution was adopled unan—

8
imously. In a letter dated from Cleveland en September 11th, CGeorge H,

4, Ibid.
5. OGeneral Miles, Henry Watterson, Ceneral Keifer.

6. Minutes, II, Sept. 8, 1911, p.40.

7. HMHinutes, II, Sept. 8, 1811, p.42.

8. Ibid.






Worthington, President General of the Inter~State Board of the Ferry?:

Victory Centennial Commnission, tendered to Frank Miles Day the position
g

of architectural advisor to the Commission. Mr. Day accepted the com-

LN

mission in an enthusiasstic letter of response, dated from the offices

of Day Brothers and Klauder, Architects, 925 Chesinut Street, Philadelphia,

September 13, 1911, and departed by railrcad the folleowing Honday evening

to meet in Cleveland with President General Worthington who escorted him

to Put-in-Bay where Mr. Sinke M. Johannsen showed them over the monument
10

site. The desire of President Taft that designs considered for the

memorial be considered by the U.S. Fine Arts Comuission and the attention

to this request by the Inlter-State Board as the solution to its dilémma

of the necessity of obtaining suitable designs and deciding upon one, did

not make automatic the availability of the Commissicn, .~ .& & ré-
which hLd
latively new organization, * .fir. been created in 1910 by Act of Congress.

Its operating policies were yet to be established, and it had yvet to
11
undertake its first major deliberation. fembers of the Commission in

9, President General to Mr. Frank Miles Day, Sept. 11, 1911, Carbon
copy of Letter in Johannsen Papers.

10. Day to Worthington, Sept. 12, 11l / LS / PY631dent~General to
Johannsen, Sept. 14, 1911 /_carbon copy of letter /, Worthington to Day,
Sept. 14, 1911 / carbon copy of telegram_ / Day to Worthington, Sept. 14,
1811 / copy for telegram /; President-General o an, Sept. 14, 1911
L“carhon copy of leLtep_/ Day to Worthington / L.S. /. Johann sen Papers.

11. *“The competition for the Perwy Memorial was the first one held by
the Commission of Fine Arts.” L. R. Wilson, Secretary, The Commission
of Fine Arts, letter to writer, Jan. 13, 1961. The Comniss;on sometines
is called the National Commission of Fine Arts or the National Fine Arts
Commission. L. R. Wilson, Secretary, The Commission of Fine aArts, letter
to writer, July 26, 18&0.
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September 1911 were Daniel H. Burnham, Cass Gilbert, Daniel C. French,

Charles Moore, Frederick Law Olmsteasd, Frsncis D, Miilet and Thomas
[ I '
12
k] . + k] 4 ’ v T L] ] F]
Hastinos. Seerctary to the Commission during its initial three years

vas Col, Spencer Coshy, until detailed in 1213 as military attache at
the American Embassy, France; assistant to Col. Cosby and Clerk te the

Comnissicn was Arne B. Cammerer, later to become Pirector, U.S. Haticnal
13 '
Park Ssrvice.

B formal letter of inquiry fo the Fine Arts Commnission would mest
likely have delaved until some months later even a decision as to whether

the Conmission would act in this case, because of the problem of formu-
14
lating a firm poliey line in this new agsncy. In ordsr to prevent such

a delay in the execution of the program of competitiern, Mr. Day arranged
| p I

throuch his professional contacts Lo confer inforaally with wenbers of
_ 15
the Fine Arts Comdission in New York City on the aiterncon of September 25th.

+ £

In this eonference Mr. Dav gained a sympathecic hearing for his proiect

and commnicaied to the Commissioners his belief in the importance of the

12. Day to Vebster P, Huntington, Sept. 26, 1211 [jcarbon copy of lettex!?.
Johannsen Pagers.

13, Wilson, Jetter to writer, Jan. 13, 1961.

14, Day to HMuntingiton, Sept. 25, lgll;mﬁael-3, Box 40. Day to Huntington,
Sept. 26, 1911 /_carbon copy of lettex_/; Johannsen Papers.

15. “I am going to New York this afterncon to confer with members of

the National Commission of the IMine Arts since I think I can find in
conversation with them what they will do about acting as cur jury whereas
if I sent them a cormunication, they vrobably would take no action until
the nexl meeting whiéh might cause serious delay in getting out the pro-
gram.” Day te Huntingion, Sept. 256, 1911. Reel 3, Box 38,
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program of cowpetition being organized to select the architecl for the
16
memcrial. October 1, 1911, Mr. Doy sent to Fresident Ceneral Worth-
17
ington his draft of the Program for the architectural competition,
‘ 18
and two additional copies to him the day following. The BPuilding

Commi ttee of the Inter—State Board met wilth the consulting architect in
18
Cleveiand on Celober 11 to review and reviss the Program draft, At

that meeting Mr. Day was authorized te arrange for publication of the
' 20
revised Frogram. October 16th Day submitted for Huntingiton’s perusal

a draft of a preliminary news release to the “srchitectural press,”
phrased in the terms of the announcersnt which appeared in those journals

during succeeding months:

#The Building Committee of the Perry Memorial anncunces &
competition for the selection of an architect for the Moo
rial which will be erected at Fui-in~bey, South Dass Island,
Lake Erie, near the place where Ferry’s victorious action
was foucht., The Memorizl will commerorate not only the vic-
tery but the suhject of one Wundred years of peace betusean
the United States and Great Britain.

#T+ will consist of a lofty shaft with a museum of histeric
relics at its base staading in a reservayilon [ _sic [ of four-
teen acres. $600,000 will be expended upon the construction

16. Day to Huntington, Sept. 26, 19811 [:carbon copy of 1etteg§7. Johannsen
Fapers.

17. Day to Werthington, Oct. 1, 1211 f—A.L.S.'7. Johannsen Papers.
18, Day to Worthingtonm, Oct. 2, 1811 / copy for ifelegram, f.L.S. 7
/L

Day to Worthington, Cet. 2, 1811 .S, /. Johannsen Pavers.

1¢. Day to Worthington, Oct. 4, 1211; Henry Watterson to Vorthington,
Oct. 4, 1911; Worthingten to Watterson, CUct. €6, 1911. Johannsen Papers.

26. Minutes, 1I, p.o4.
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of the commemcration shaft and museum. The reservation will
be desicned as a suitable setting for the lMemorial.

“#Tha program, which conforms to the principles aprroved by
the Amorjcan Institute of Architects, has been so drawn under
the direction of the Committee and Mr. Frank Miles Day acviser
to the Commlttee, that the prcklem presented is a most attrac-
tive onc. Competotors [_sic / will have the fullest score
for their artistic imagination. The prize of the competition
will be the appointment es arch'4 ¢t to design and superintend
the construction of the lMemcrial. There are also to be three
premiums for the authors of the lesigns placed next to the
winner.

#The Building Committee will be advised in making its avards
by a jury of well known experts.

#iychitects desiring a ccpy of the proaram which sets forth
the conditions of participation should make application to

Mr. Webster F. Huntington, Secretary_ to the Building Committee,
Federal Puilding, Cleveland, Chio.”4l

Under date of Cctober 12, Lt.-General Nelson B. Miles, representing the
federal commissioners on the Inter-State Board, forwarded to the U.S.
Fine Arts Commiss'on a formal letter requesting the “advice ard assis~
tance” of the Fiie Arts Commission in desic¢nating an afchitect for the
Perry Memorial. This request was acted upon by the Comnission and
General Miles notified in a letter dated November 3, 1811:

#The Commission cf Fine Arts

1720 New York Avenue

Washington
Nov. 3, 1911

o1t ,—General Nelsen A. Miles, U.S.A.,
Vashington, D.C.

#General;

21. Reel 3, Box 40.
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"Lt a meeling of the Commlssion of Fine Arts held yesterday
I presented your letter of Cctoher twelfth, and was directed
by the Comaission to inform vou that they will take much plea-
sure in acceding to the reguest of the Ubited States Commis-
sioners for the erection of the Perry IMemorial thal ths Come
missicon of Fine Arts give advice and assistance in respect
to the award of the competition for the Memorial. The Com-
mission will act in accordance with the provisions of the
excellent program of competiftion for the selection of an
arciltect, copies of which have bween sent to them.

#In order that they may the better advise the Building Com-
mittee, as many as possible of the menbers of the Commissicn
of Fine Arts will make a visit to the site of the proposed
memorial before the date of the competition. -

_ "Very respectfully,
/_signed / "Spencer Cosby,
“Colonel, U.3. Lmy,
flecretary.”

The members of the Fine Arts Commission met with the members of the Build-
ing Comrittee of the Inter-State Board at the West Mouse in Sandusky,
Chio, on Sunday morning, Fovember 12, from where all were transported to

. 23.
Put-in-Bay absard the U.S. Treasury Department .evenue cutter Morrill.

Three or four of the Fine Art Commissioners still were not resigned to

serving merely in an adviscry capacity in the selection of the architect
for the memorial, sc the matter was taken up once more in a meeting of the

24
Executive Committee of the Inter-State Beard at Cleveland on November 18.

22. EKeel 3, Box 40; Minutes, II, pp.56-57.

* 23. Cosby to Huntingten, Wov. 3, 1911; HMHuntington to Cosby, lov. €, 1811;

Cosby to Hantington, Nov. 7, 1811 /[ letter; telegram-/; Charles Moore to
Huntington, Kov. &, 1911; Frederick Law Ulmstead to Huntington, Wev. 9,
1911. Reel 3, Box 40,

24. Daniel H. Burnham to Miles, Nov. 15, 19%11; Huntington to Cosby,
Kov. 29, 1911. Reel 3, Box 40.

74






The Fine Arts Commisscioners were additionally concerned about the anonymity
of the econtestants in the conduct of the competiftion, in view of the pro-
bability tht at least John Eisermann, and possibly other qualilied pro-

feseional arch

(da
4]

tects whose ideas cencerning the memorial had been inform-

N

ally or formally presented fc the memerial commissioners eifher individ-
ually or collectively, might technically be barred from the competition.
Most immortant to the later development of the memoriel, but a marcginal
issue at that time in the view of the Pérry comnissioners, the Fine Arts
Comrd ssioners were of the view that the specifications to ke followed by
the competing architects should Le interpreted as permitting the shaft or
tower to be optionally a separate structure, that it would not be neces-
sary to desigﬁ the shaft or tower as a structufal unit with the kuildina(s)

25
to house a museum or other faciiities. In its meeting on Hovemboer 18

P
1911, the Executie Committee of the Inter-State Boaid deliberated upon
the guestions raised by the Fine Arts Commissioners, and voted to reply
that the selections by the Fine Arts Commission ﬁculd,be advisory, to be
passad upon by the Building Committee of the Inter-State Beard, and that
the Executive Committee of tﬂe Inter-State Board of Perry®s Victory Cen-
tennial Comaissioners . . . be and hereby ls autherized to adopt or re—
ject, as a fiml kody of award . . . & design and the appointmeni of an
avchitect for the Perry Memorial.”Zb Théy agreed that the vrogram already
25, Jhid.

6. Mimutes, 1T, Nov. 18, 1911, p.48. Huntington tc Cosby, lov. 29,
1911; Reel 3, Box 40,






included provision for the optional separatioh of the shaft oxr tower as
27

a separate structure and should be so interpreted. The Building Com-
mittes of the Inter-State Board already had made provision in its meeting
of October 11, that “. . . notwithstending the competition . . .provided
for shall be anonymous, the Architectural Advisor and the Building Com-
mitiee feel it incumbent upon them to advise competitors that certain
drawings and plans of the propcsed Perry Memorial have been exhibited
to the Inter-State Board, and, as said designs have been made public
heretofore with the authors’ names, it is understood that no provision
of this program regarding anonymity shall exclude the submission of said
plans in the competition or in any degree prejudice their authors as

28

competitors;* and this information was communicated to the Fine Arts
29

to ths incuiry on that partioular point,

]
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The specifications upon which architecturcl submission was to be
made were embodied in the booklet approved by .he Building Committee
: 30
on Cctobker 11, +o which subsecuently were made three modificaticns

which were communicated to all contestants. The bocklet as authorized

on COctober 11, 1911, was titled:

27. Ibid.

28. Minutes, II, Oct. 11, 1911, p.53.
29. Buntington to Cosby, Nov. 28, 1911. Reel 3, Box 40.

30, Minutes, II, pa.o4.

76






|

“Progrem of a Competition
for the selectién of an Architect to design
and supervise the construction of the
PERRY MEKMORIAL

at Put-in~-Bay, Chio.”

The text was as follows:
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"P R CGRAM OF A COMPETITIOIN

FOR THE SELECTION OF ANl ARCHITECT TO DESIGH

AND SUFPSRVISE THE COHSIRUCTION COF
THZ PERRY MEMCRIAL AT

PUT--IN-BAY, CHIC

“The Memorial

#The erection of the Perry lMemorial constitutes an inpor-
tant part of the celebration of the Centennial Anniversary
of the War of 1812-15. It is intended to commemorate the
victory of Commodore Cliver Hazard Perry and the officers
and men under his command at the Battle of Lake Erie, and as
a memorial to the hundred years of peace between Great
Britain and the United States.

The Commissioners

“Commi ssioners representing the United States and the
States of Chio, Pennsvlvania, Michigarn, Illincis, VWisconsin,
New York, Rhide Island, Kentucky and M nnesota, acting un-
der authori’y of Congress and the lLegiilatures of the sev—-
eral States, have united themselves in an organization bear-
ing title ‘The Inter~State Board of Perry’s Victory Centen-
nial Commissioners,’ hereinafter called *The Inter-Stiate
Board,’

“Appropriations which will be expended under the authority
of the Inter-State Board have been made as fcllows: The
United States, $250,000; the State of Chio, $83,000; the
State
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of Fennsylvania, $75,000; and the State of Hisconsin, 550,000

+ is confidently expected that each of the ollier Dtates which
have anpointed Comnissicners will macte ropriatio t the
next session of their legislatures. Uther Uiates

jein in the movement.,

Ty efficers and members of the Inter-State Beoard are as
folleows:

Presidani-General
Ceorge H. Worthiagton, Claveland, Chio

First - Vice-FPresidant-Cenceral
Colonel Henry wWattersen, Louisville, XKentucky

Secretary-Ceneral
Wabster P. Buntington, (leveland, Chio

Treasurar-GCeneral
A. B, Sisson, Erie, Pennsylvania

Fuditor-CGeneral
Harry Cutler, Providaznce, Rhode Island

State Vice-Presidants

Chio Horace Holbrook : Warren
Pennsvlvania Bdwin I, Vare . Fhiladelrhia
Michican Roy S. Barnhart : Grand kRapids
Illinois General Fhilip C. Haves Joliet
Yisceonsin  Rear Admiral F. M., Symonds, U.S.H. Galesville
Hew Yori Henry Harmon Kpble Essex

R¥hode Island  Sumner Mowry Peacedale
Kentucicy Colonel Jndrew Cowan Louisville
Minnesota ¥, H, Vescolt Rosemount

2.1
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fryecutive Committee

The General Cffie ~oifficio, The United State
Co**vm ssioners and

John J. }aWnLn Toledo
M lton W. Shreve Erie
Geo. W. Farker Detroit
Villiam Porter Adams Chicago
sin A. V. Sanborn ) Ashland
Ueg_ »,o‘; Clinton Bradford Herrick, iLD. Troy
Rhode Island  John P. Sanborn ’ Rewport
Kentuciy Mclenzie R. Todd ’ Frankfort
Minnesota J. Bdward Meyers Minneapolis

“Cormmii ssioners

For the United States Covernment —- Lieutenant-Gencral Helson

- A, YMiles, U.S.A., Washington, D.C.; Rear Admiral Charles
E. Clark, U.3.N., Washington, D.C.; General J. ¥arren
Keifer, Sprlngrleld, Chio.

Chio ~—- Geo*ge H. Worthington, Cleveland; S. M. Jchannson
/ sic [, Put-in-Bay; John J. Manning, Lolado' Eli Winkler,
Pirpt Naticnal Renic Pnilding, Cineinnati; Colenel Wahb

Avla i 14

C. Hayes, Fr mont; Horace Holbrook, Warren; Villiam C.
codsfi

Meoney, VWeo ield; Horace L. Chagman, Columbus, (Caie_
£ r ’

vacancy, [_Ve Jster P. Huntington, Tecretary, Columbus_/

Pennsvlivania —— A, B. Sisson, Erie; Edwin H, Vare, Philadel-
phia; Milton W. Shreve, Erie; T. C. Jones, Mcleesport;
Geo. W. Nefi, M.D.; Masontown,

Michioan ~- Arthur P. Loomis, Lansing; Koy S. Barnhart, CGrand
Rapids; E. K. Warren, Three Caks; Geo. V. Parker, Detroit.
(One vacancy.)

Illinois — General Philip C. Hayes, Joliet; William Porter
Adams, 726 Washington B uulevard Chicago; Willis J.
Wells, 309 Michigan Boulevard, Chicago; Chesley R. Perry,
811 First National Bank Building, Chicago; ¥W. H. McIntosh,
Rockford.
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Hiscongin -~ John M. Whitehead, Janesville; A. V. Sanborn,
Ashland; C. B. Perry, VWauwatosa; 3. W. Randolph, Mani-

towoe; Louls Bohmrich, INilwaukee; Capt. John . Baer,

fippleton; Rear Admiral Frederick M. Symonds, Galesville.

New York -~ Villiam Simon, Duffale; Geoxge D. Emerscn, Buffald;
John T, Mott, Oswego; Clinton Bradford Herrick, M.D.,
Troy; Henry Harmon Noble, Dssex.

Rhoda Island -~ John P. Sanborn, Newpori; Louis M. Arnold,
Westerly; Sumner Mowry, Peacedale; VWilliam C. Bliss,
East Providence; Harry Cutler, Providence.

Kentucky -~ Colonel Henry VWatterson, Louisville; Colonel An-—
drew Cowan, Louisville; Samuel M. Wilson, Lexington;
Colonel R. W. Nelson, Hewport; McXenzie R. Todd, Frank-
fort.

Minnesota — W. H. Wescott, .Rosemount; J. Edward Mevers,
Minneapolis; D. S, Kingsbury, St. Paul; Milo B. Frice,
Owatonna; William D. Windom, Washington, D.C.

#The Building Committee

e T o - Lon B TSN
The Inter-Stat

consisting of
George H. Worthington, Cleveland, Chio, Chairman;
Col nel Henry Watterson, Louisville, Ky.;

Liectenant-Ceneral Nelson A, Miles, lashington, D.C.

#The Building Committee has appointed Webster P. Funtington,
Federal Building, Cleveland, Chio, as its secretary, and it

has appointed Frank Miles Day, Past President of the American
Institute of Architects, to advise it in the preparation of
this program and in the conduct of the competition. The
Inter-State Board having delegated t¢ the Puilding Commitiee
full authority

[.4.1
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to estaklish for it

seleclion of an architect to desion and supervise the cohe
struction of the PerV'I&unorial, and 1o recommend a desicn
and architect to the Execulive Comndttee of the Inter-3tate
Boaru, the Building Committec, by virtue of that aulhority,

\
1
stablishes the compeliticn harein describaed.

and in its name @ ccmpelition for the
e

#The Competition

“The conpetition will be copen te applicants of established
reputation. Applications, to receive COudeﬂrthOR, st be
addressed to the Building Comﬁdtteé of the Perry Memorial,
care Webster P. Huntingten, Sscretary, Federal Building,
Cleveland, Ohio, and they musi ke recelved nct later than
lovemver 14th, 1311, The Building Committes, having consid-
ered such applications, will reply to all, notifying those
whom they deem cualified to enter the ceompetition. s the
winner of the compeiition will be appointed the architect of
the Memorial, the Building Committes will select those who
are to take part in it with ihe greatest care, and will in-
clude among them only architects in whose ability and inte-
greity they have absolule confidence and to any one of whom
they are willing to entrust the work.

“This program constituies an agreeneni belween the Inter~
State Board on the one hand and each participant in the com-
petition and the appointed architect, severally, on the cther,
to the terms of which agreement each ai shitect submitting a
desicn gives assent by such submission,

#oommuni cations regarding the competition should be addressed
to Frank Miles Day, 925 Chestnut Street, Fhiladelphia, Fa.
They must be in wrluing and they may be ancnyious.

—
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Any information issued after the publicatioa of this program,
including replies to communications, will be mailed staltan-
eously to. each corpetitor and will thereupon become an egsein-
tiel rart of the program. Inguiries, to have considoration,
muct bhe received not later than Deccmber 20th, 1911, Ho in-
structions relating To the ‘Froblem”® or the Drawings® will
e sent out later than Deceinher 241h, 1811,

“The survey of the site and schedule of the American Insti~
tute of Architects attached to this prooram form an essential
part of it.

#The submission of a design constitules s guarantee on the
part of the architect submititing it that it has been producsd
in his cwy office under hig own direction. PFProof of the con
trary, to the satisfaction of the Bullding Committee, will
constitute ground for the anmulment of any award made in his
faver.

s competitor shall enter into association with any other
architect unless such intention has heen declared in the ap-
plication, and if such associates shall win the competition,
their association shall continue until the completion cf the
WOYil.

#7+ is intended so to conduct the competition that the au-
thorship of the several designs shall ke unknown except .o
those who have worked upon them. For - compelitor to attempt
in any way w0 make known the authershiy of hic design to any
merber of the Inter-State Board or of the Commission of the
Fine Arts, or to attempt to influence the award, either di-
rectly or indirectly, exeept by means of & proper submi ssion
of his Qesicn, will upon the establishment of the fact to
the satisfaction of the Puilding Committes, preclude an award
in his favor or will constitute ground for the annulment of
any award in his favof.

/
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“In addition to the three preceding paragraphs, which are of
a mandatory character, and clearly to distinguish from the
rest oi the program such futher instructions to competitors
as are of the same character, they are printed in heavy-faced
type. Tallure to comply with any mandatory requirement of the
program will preclude an award in favor of the author of the
design so failing.

“The Prize and the Premiums
“The prize of the commetition will ke the commission to de-
ign and supervise the construction of the Hemorial. This
prize will be awarded in the manner and upon the terms here-
inafter set forth. Three premiums of respectively $1250.00,
$1000.00, and $750.00, will be awarded in the manner herein-
after set forth. No competiter, other than those who may be
awarded the prize and premiums, will receive any remuneraticn
for taking part in the competition, '

@]

#The Site

#South Bass Island is one of a group of islands lying at the
western end of Lake Erie. It is divided by an isthmus into
two parts. The isthmus has been selected by the Inter-State
Board as the site of the Feiry llemorial, aid & tract of aboul
fourteen acres {shown within the lines A, B, C, D and E on
the survey)31 has keen purchased to provide a reservation
gbout the Memorial.

#Snclosed between South Bass and the adjcining Gibraltar
Island is a sheet of water known as Put-in-2Bay, where Commo-
dore Perry’s squadron lay befcre the battle and to which it
retvrned with the captured British ships. Yrom the high
bluffs of Cibraltar Island a lock-out was kept for the op-
posing fleet, and

31. *“A Map of Bass Islands and & Survey of the Reservation for the Perxryy
Hemorial, Put-in-Bay, Chio,” Frogram of a Competition.for the selection
of an Architect to desiogn and supervise the construction of the Ferry
Memorial at Put-in-Bay, Chio, p. /_18_/; q.v. in Minutes, II, p.l.
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when sighted, batile was joined about eight miles to the north~

westward. After the victory, ircops under command of General

Willian Jlenry Harrison were brought in Perry’s ships to South

Bass Island, where they were drilled and whence they took

their deoparture for the uaitle of the Thames and the capture
Detroiu. The site of the momument is, therefore, a centre

of great historic interest.

#South Bass and adjacent islands are much frecquented by
summer visitors, and the village of Pu1~1nnnay adjo i‘g the
site of the Memorial is the centre of such itraffic. A chart

of & portion of Lake Erie, including the Bass Islands and
Sandusky, may be had post free by sending a postal ordey for
18 cents to the United States Encgineer Office, 540 lPederal
Building, Buffalo, N.Y., or fo the United States Lake Survey
Office, Old Custom House, Detroit, Mich., with a request for
Chart No. 6, Index No. 36.

”h Jarce part of the site is marsh, but at its northern end
the land is perhaps six feet above the mean water level. The
variation of the water level is about four feet. The whole
area of the reservation is underlaid by firm rock at no great
depth. For the purposes of this competition, the following
assumptions are made: First, that solid rock underlies the

U} -1 .
er level; secend,

)

site in a plane iive feel kelow the mean wad
that the roads shown on the survey line in a plane four feet
Bbove mean water level; third, that the site is treeless

The Problem
#Le the Committee desires to receive & well studied general
scheme and not a desion perfected in detail, and as it wishes

to leave to each competitor entire freedom to work out his
ideas,

/8]
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it avoids giving detailed instructions as to the loecaltion or
planning of the several buildings.

#The Memorial will ccensist primarily of a shaft® of consid-
erable heicht, hearing, es.an aid fo ﬂdVlOuILOH, if the desig—
ner wishes to include it, a light of the first order. The

J4e

shaft must have a stairway, an elevalor and a convenient outl-
leook for the public from a thh level.

p3

#There is also to be a Museum of Historic Relics, which
should e a hall of fine proportions and of a flocr area of
not less than three thousand sguare feelt end nct more than
five thousand square feet. OSuitable provision should be
made for lavatories and janitoerfs service, and for an office
for the curator.

#The Shaft and the Museum may be grouped, cembined or sep-
arated in whatever way may appear best to the -competitor.

#The ryemains of a number of ofﬂ'cers and sallors, both of
the British and American fleets, are interred on the island.
They will be reinterred within the walls of the lemorial.
The competitor may suggest, either in his design or in the
written description, such special memorial to them as he may
deen fit.

#T+ ig intended that the reservation shall afford a sust-
able settin~ for the Memorial, but thi., does rot mean that
the whole area must be treated in a formal manner. A curv-
ing road runs along the western or bay shore. Its line may
be changed, and it may be widened, but no part of the reser-
vation or of the road may be shown as extending further into
the bay or ’

#1The word shaft is not used in a technical sense and it is
not to be taken as indicating a desired type of design.’

9]
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the lake than the present shore line. The bay and lave must
be so connected an to provide for the convenient passage of
hoats of the life saving service. The carth excavaited from
such conneciion and any sxtensicns of i asired, he
utilized in raising the level of ihe sii setitors who
gdesire To show the Memorial as rising odx octly from the water
may de so. It is important thatl adeguate cireulaticn sheould
be provided within the buildings and in the ressrvation cener-
ally.

"Cost anc Culkage

#he Inter-State Board has limited the Duilding Commities
to an expenditure of six hundred thousand dollars (G600, C00)
upcr: the construction of the Memorial, not including the
inmprovement of the reservation.

#Por the purposes of this competition, it is assumzd fhat the

expenqltuxe upen the improvemsnt of the grounds will be com-
fined to cne hundred thousand dollars (£10G,000), and competi-
tors are advisad to desion such improvement with due regard to
the economy thus indicated.

#Tn cubing the Memorial, the Shaft, from the level of the
rock upwards, will be taken at one doller (#3,00) por cukic
feot,and the Museur, from the same level, at seventy cents
(£0.70)per cibic foot. Any desicn, the Shaft and Musewn of
which, heing thus cubed, excezaeds a cost of six hundred thou-
sand dollars ($600,000) shall be ineligible to an avard cf the
prize or of any premium. Should the cost thus calculated ke
materially less than six hundred thousand dollars, that fact
will be taken into consideration in respect to the treatment

of the grounds,

e
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"Drawings
#The competitive drawings will consist of

#(a) A general plan showing the proposed arrangement of the
Memorial, the roads and paths and Tthe treatment of the ressr~
vation at a scale of 1-64” to the fool.

#(}) A plan of the first story of the Shaft and the Huseum
at a scale of 1-16% to the foot. If the competiterfs solution
of the problem requires for its proper explanaticn plans of
stories higher than the first, he may submit such plans at a
scale of 1-167 to the foot, kut they slould be upon the same

sheet as the first-floor plans.

“(c) & section at a scale of 1-16" to the foot, taken
through the Museum and the Shaft

#(d)} En elevation at a scale of 1-16"” to the foct, of the
Museum and the Shaft and their setting.

#(c) A perspective drawing of the Memorial so made that the
vertical angle of the Shaft nearest to the spectator will bhe
at a scale of 1-16" to the foot.

#5711 drawings must be on white paper or on itracing paper
mounted on white paper, and ithe rendering >f all except the
perspective shall be in monochrome.

"o shadows shall be cast on any drawing save the elevation,
in which fhe} shall ke shown at the usual angle of forty-five
degrees (45°). The perspective shall be in pure outline, in
black ink or black pencil, showing only the architectural forms,
with no indication of shadows or textures.

— —-—
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#On the section, elevation and perspective a single human
ficure 579% hich may be shown. Trees, if constituting a part
of the design, may ke shown, but koats, ships and anything
not a bermanent part of the design rust not ke shown. CUGne
wings mav be placed on one shest, Bach sheet ust
: fPerry temorial Competition.’ o modsls and no
ose named above may be presented. No alter—
3

gs or flaps of any kind are perumiited.

“The design may be asccompanied by a brief typewritten des-
cription explaining any features which cannot clearly be in-
dicated in the design, and setting forih the cubage and cost
calculated in the manner above indicated. In the description,
any reference to the author of the design must ke in the first
person plural

The drawings and description must not be signed, nor may
they or their wrapping bear any motto, device or distinouish-
ing mark. The drawings must not be framed or mounted on boards
of any kind or on streichers.

”Submi ssion

#5311 drawings are to be enclosed within stiff boards, se-
curely wrapped and addressed to Col. Spencer Cosby, Secre-
tary of the Commission of Fine Arts, Vashincton, D.C. UWith
the drawings there shall be enclosed a large opague enve.ope
containing 2 card bearing the name and address of the com-
petitor. The enevelope shall be sealed and acdressed in
typewriting to the Building Commitiee of the Ferry Mermorial.

[1e /
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“Desicms Lo be eligible to the competition rust ba recelved
at the above address not later than noon, Saturday, Jawsary
20tk, 1812, No design reeceived afier that time will be opened,
excent that in +he event of delay in delivery the Cormittee

opt a desien, i satisfied that the competitor vms not

nay ace
responsible for the delav, Packages containing the competi-
tive designs will be opened hy Col. Spencer Cosby, who will
place a number ot each drawing and on the correspoending enve-
lope. He will then retain the envelopes in his possession
unorened until all awards herein provided for shall have been

made.
HThe Advisory Commissicn

#Phe Commission of the Fine Arts appointed by the President
of the United States in accordance with an Act of Congress,
and consisting of Daniel H. Eurnham, Chairman, Daniel C. French,
Thomas Hastings, Frederick lLeaw Olmsted, Charles lFoore, Cass
Gilbert, and Franeis D, ¥illet, will advise the Building Com~
mittes as to the making of awards. The Commission will select
one desicn as keing the most satisfactory soluticn of the pro-
blem submitied and will recommend to the Building Coummittee
that its author be avppoinied as architect. The Commission
will name, in ordsr of merit, three other designs as worthy
of the three premiums.

"hwards
#0n reeeiving the report of the Commission of the Fine Arts,
the Builcding Comnittee will sarefully examine the desicgns suk—

mitted and will recommend to the Executive Commities of

137
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the Inter-State Board an award of the priuze and premiums. The
Execulive Comnittee, having confirmed the recommendations of
the Puildincg Commities, will open the enmelope bearing the
nusser corresponding fo that on the -design thus chosen to re-
CeiV“ the prize, and the disclosure of the authorfs name will
constitute his appointment as architect of the Memorial. The
Rui ding Committee will in any event award the three premiums
to the authors of three oult of the four designs chosen by the
jury. Yo award will ke made in favor of any design as to
which the Commission has net certified that it complies with
all the mandatory reguirements of this program.

#iithin seven days of the makiny of these awards, notifi-
cation thereof, together with a copy of the report of the
Commd ssion, will be sent to each competitor and payment of
the three premiums will ke made. Within the same pericd, the
Committee will return all designs to their authors and, ex-
cept as to the winning design, the Commitiee will make no
use of them nor of anything contained in them which is ori-
ginal as to this competition Yo design, save the four rae-
ceiving the awards, will be publicly exhikited cr reproduced
without the consent of its author.

#The Architect

Mhe selection of the architect as herein provided consti-
tutes an encagement to design and supervis: the censtruction
of the Perry lMemorial under the-conditions set forth in the
statement of the American Institute of Architects, entitled
Professional Practice of Architects and Schedule of Proper
Minimum Charges,’ a copy of which is hercto attached,32 save
only that his payment for the services mentioned in the first
paracraph thereof shall be as there stated, six per cent (6%},
and not a

14 ]

Prooram of a Competition for the selection of an Architect to desicn
and supervise the construction of ithe Perrxy Memorial at Put-in-Bay, Chio,

pe 1_17_/; g.v. in Minutes, II, p.l.

—
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hicher charce as mentioned for monuments, etc., in the second

paragraph,

TWithin ten days of the award, the architect will be paid
one-half (%) of ona per cent upon the provosed cest of t

A

work as set forth herein, such paynent upon fthe progres
the work to mercge into the entire fee, and thereuron ihe

¥ L

n

architect, after consultation with the Building Conual
shall prcceed to develop the design of the Merorial i
form of sketch plans.

#nythough it is expected that the prize drawings will afford
a basis for the desicn of the completed work, yet it is to be
understood that ithe Committee may, after makine the award,
determine upon the inclusion in the Memorial of features not
named in this program, and may for this or other reasons re-
guire that the problem be restudied by the architect.

“#Should the Building Committee for any reason wish fo sever
its relations with the architect before giving him instrue-
tions to proceed with working drawings, or should it fail to
give such instructions within twelve months of the award,
then it will pay the architect an additional sum of three-
fourths (3/4) of one per cent, & total of one and one~quarter
per cent (1%} of the proposed cost of the work as set forth
herein, and thereupon his services as architect of the Momorial
shall cease; but his desi¢n and plans shall then become the
property of the Building Committee.

“fLrbitration

#In case of any disagreement between the Building Committee
and any competitor or the appoinited architect, either durirng
or subsecuent to the competition, upon any of the provisions
of this program, all parties in interest hereby acree to accept
the

157
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33.

professicnal adviser to the Committee as arbitrator and his
decisions as final and without appeal.

.

#hnproved and signed by the Building Committee, Cctober 1lth,
1611,

“GEORCE H. WORTHINGICH, Chairman,
HEFRY WATTERSOR

}\u A “\V ‘q l‘HL}l(‘e

Miitness:
WEDSTER P JUNTINCIOHN,
Sacretary.

“Eoproved on behalf of the Inter~-State Board of the Perry’s
Viectory Centennial Commissioners, Cctober 11th, 1611..

#GECRGE H, WORTHINGTIOHN,
President—~-General «

iitness:
WEBSTER P. HUNTIHGTOH,
Secretary=General.

" his program has received the approval of |
the American Institute of Architects, through
its Standing Committze on Competiitions
R. Clipston Sturgis, Acting Chairman.”

Minutes, II, p.l; see also originel draft and procEprinting with

editorial emendaticns and notes in KReel 3, Box 40. ‘

93



]
GEE UM SN0 N OO0 GUN NN NN ARG NN MG N GED MG AN AN BN e
,



In compliance with the terms of the FProgram several bulletins of

nformation were mailed simultaneously to all competitors stating ques—

. 34
tions submitted and the official answers fo them. Most of these in—
guiries were routine in sulject and in response. To one such irnguiry
the answer is somewhat curiocus in view of the previous and subsequent
interpretation of the matter. In his “THIRD BULLE CTIN OF INPORMATION

Supplementary to the Progrém of THE FERRY MEMORIAL CCOLPETITION Decenber

12th, 1911,% ¥r. Day supplied all competitors the following information:

#Onestion What is the approximete number of bodies to be ‘reir wterred
¥o. 7. within the memorial®? The purpose of this question is to

learn whether the nunbel is sufficient to justify a separate

feature in the design.

Inswer. The Secretary of the Building Committee replies to

this question as follows: ‘The best historical information

indicates that the bodies of eighteen American and Eritish

officers who were engacged in the Battle of Lake Erie lie

puried on the shore of Put-in-Bay Harbor. 1 do not think,

and I have never heard it suoggested,.that there is any nec-

essity for any large space to be assigned for the reception

of these remains in the Memorial. The hest suggestion that

I have heard is that they should ke intevred in the walls.

I+ is even doubtful whether the names of the dead can be as-

certained. Architects should be left at liberity to carry out

+their own ideas relative tc a tomb or & sarcophacus, if they

so desire, but certainly such a feature in the Memorial 1is

not essential and I have never heard it said to ke desirable.

I think it safe to assume that only ashes remain of the bodies
.7 lof the dead, and that there is no possibility of their identi-

fication separately.'”36

34. Procoram of a Comretition, p.6.

35. Day to Huntington, Dec. 5, 1811. Reel 3, Box 40,

36. Frank Miles Day, “Third Bulletin of Information,” Dec. 12, 1911;
Reel 3, Box 40, quoting Huntington to Day, Letter, Dac. 8, 1911, loc.
cite.
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Idtornev John . Clarke, of Cleveland {Ceneral Counssl, Kew York,

Chicago & St. Louis Railroad Company, later to bocome Associate Justice,
37
U.8. Supreme Court}, newly avpointed by Governor Harmon., 1o £ill the
as .
vacancy on the Chic Gommi sedon, wrote urgently to Fresident-Caneral
Vierthington urging that all state and federal commissioners not only
bo achmitted to view all entries submitied in the architectural competi-
tion, but lthat a formal meeting bz called to convene in Washington
during the period of the judging. “. . . the propriety should be con-
sidered,” wrote Mr. Clarke, "of calling a meeting of the entire Board
to at least see the plans recommendad by the Haticnal Fine Arts Commd g~
gicn before a final decision is rendered « . . Buch & course « . .
would prokably alsc have a tendency to give to the commissionars not on
the executive or building commitiees a vilal inieresi in ihe enterprise
which they mi-ht not have if given no pariicipaticn in the only really
34
important decision to be rendsred . . . the acceptance of a design for
the Memorial and the appointmeni of the architect for it is very much
the most important dseision which the Interstatae Board will be called
40

upon 1o render or ratify . . . .7 Secretary General BEuntington was

37. Huntinglon to Watterson, Dec. 8, 1911. Jchannsen Fapers.

38, Procram of & Competition, p.3.

39. John II. Clarke to Worthington, Mov. 28, 1911. Johannsen Papers.

40. Clarke fo Worthington, Desc. 5, 1911. Johannsen Fapers. From 1911
onward John H, Clarke’s correspondence concerning the affairs of the
monument are a rodsl of constructive sucgestions and criticism through-
out the more than two decades that he would serve as & commissioners.






stion to

[

authorized fo transmit a circular letter of inguiry on the gue
the membars of the BExecutive Committee. In the responses to the circu-
lar letter only Dr. Clinten B. Herrici of lew Yorx was oprosed to the

41
adoption of Mr, Clarké’s suggestion, so plans were made to invite all
fifty-two state and federal commissioners to be present for the important
activities to take place in Washington, D.C. Mr. Day arranged with the
Smithsonian Institution for- the use of a room approximately 22 feet wide
by 106 feet long on the north side of the corridor to the left of the

main entrance of the new National Museum Puilding, for purposes of hanging

the submitted designs, and other rooms in the building were made available
42
for committee meetings.

Eicghty-two architects and firms (four of them in two asscciations)
' 43

were admitted to competition; 42 from Hew York City, 10 from Boston,

[0}

6 from Philadelphia, 5 from Cleveland, 3 from Sen Francisco, 2 each from
Baltimore and St. Louis, and 1 each from Birmingjham, Cincinnati, Columbus,

Ithaca, Milwavkee, Norfolk, Pittsburch, Rochester, St. Paul, Urbana,
44

Washington, P.C., and Youngstown. Newsrpapers throughout the nation a-
: 45

roused wide public interest © in the judging of the competition. To

4]. Ferrick to Huntington, Dec. 19, 1911. Reel 3, Box 40.

42, Day to Richard Rathbun, Assist. Secty. in Charge, Maticnal Museumn,

" Dec. 22, 1911; Reel 3, Box 40. Huntington circular letter to all Commi s—

sioners, Jan. 15, 1912; Johannsen rapers.
43, Complete list in Minutes, II, pp.5%-60.

44, Ibid.

45. See, for example, ‘Memorial to be chosen,” Providence Journal,
Jan. 21, 1912,







the Building Commitice, called to order at the Willard Fotel in Washino-

~ton, D.C., on the morning of Januvary 26, 1912, architectural adviser Day

KENo) 7

fiy-four designg had been received by the Rational Fine

F

repcrted that

Arts Commission for judging, and had been hung in the new building of

45
{ational Museun. "The Commission of Fine Arts visited

o
s

the United State

-~ ‘

the exhibition of desicns on Thursday, January 25th and spent the whole
of Friday, January 26th, in examining and passing on the desions and in

preparing its report, the Building Committee being present during a part
47
of this time.” In addition to Chairman Daniel H. Burnham, participat-

ing members of the U.S. Fine Arts Commission were Frederick Law Olmsted,

Thomas Hastings, Daniel C. French, Francis D. Millet, Cass Gilbert and
48
Charles Moore. The Report of the Fine Arts Commission was submitted

n part, as fclliows:

e
foin

to the Building Commitiee on January 27, reading

#_ . . Ve select desion lic. 5 as presenting the most satis-

factory _oluticr of the problem, and we recommend that its author
be appointed as architect.

#In making this selection we heartily commend the desi¢n for
its great beauty and for its significant appropriateness as
the memorial of both a victory in battle and a century of peace

46, Minutes, II, Jan. 26, 19812, pp.62-63; Inter-State Board of the FPerry’
Victory Centennial Commission, Meetings of the Buildino Copmittee, Execu-
tive Committee, Interstate Beard and the Joint Committee on Legislation,

Promotion and Publicitv, and on Centennial Celebration of the Ferxv’s Vic—

tory Centennial Commissicners atl Washington, D.C., Jan. 2€-29, 1912 (ner.,
ca. 1912), p.3. See also fAppendix I, lten Noi 38, p.2l, below.

47. TFrank Miles Day, / Report ] “To the Building Committee of the Inter-
State Board of the Perry’s Victory Centennial Commissioners,” Minutes, 1II,
Jan. 29, 1912, pp.64-65; also in Inter-State Board, Meetings, Jan. 26-29,

1812, p.4.

48, Minutes, II, p.65; Inter-State Board, Meetings, Jan. 26-22, 1912,
pp-4."‘v *
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and friendship between twe naticns. he desion indiecates that
its suthor is lthorouchly trained and hmq the skill and capa-
city Lo execute successfully the werl fo be entrusied te him.

“Por the first plcnlum we name desion No. 17, which more
nearly approachss the excellence of design Ho. b, than any
other in the cospetitien. For the sseond and third preniums
we hamns respectively designs Nos. 34 and 54.

¥, + « The nv“@or of designs submitted, and the ssricus study
and efiort proven by the variety of these designs and the

guality of the tebhnlcal execution of the drawings, indicate

a widesoread interest in the compstition among the maost capabla

architects of the country.

#Hy ddrection of the Comnigsion of Fine Arts:
"Raspectiully
! siuned [ Spancer Cosby,
Colonel U.S. Army,

48

Secretary”

The Building Committee on the 27th and the Executive Commitltee on
the 29th each unanimously adopted and endorsed the recompendations sub-
mitted in the Repori of the U.S. Fine Arts Commission.SG

The author{s) of design mumber 5 chosen as architeci of the Perry
¥emorial vere associated architects J[:oseph;? H[:enry;7 Freedlander
and A[:lexander;7 D[:uncaq:7 Seymour, Jr., 244 Fifth Avenue, New York

51
City. First premium, for desicn number 17, was awarded to James Gamble

49, Minutes, II, pp.6o-66; Inter-State Board, Meetings, Jan., 26-29,
1912, p.S.

50. Minutes, II, pp.66, 71; Tnter-State Board, Meetings, Jan. 26-249,

1812, pp.7-%.

1. h;nh£:§ 11, p.72; Inter-State Board, lzetings, Jan., 28-29, 1912,
9, Sze alse Preodlunoer to Buntington, March 20, 1912, Muntingten to
resdlander, March 19, 1912; Reel 3, Box 41.
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52
Rogers, 11 East 24th Street, Few York City; sacend premium to Paul

53
Cret, 1530 Chestnut Sireet, Philadelphia, author of desicn number 34;

third premium to Dillon, Mclellan & Bsadsl, 11238 Broadway, HNew York
54
City, authors of desicon number 54.

Two copyright entries immnediately were registered for the prize win-
ning design by Freedlandsr and Seymour:

1. J 165355. FERRY MEMORIAL AT PUT-IR-EAY, CHIC. Registered
in the name of Ferryy’s Victory Cehtepnial Commissicon, fol-
lowing publication January 29, 1912.°

2. € 39634. FPERRY MEMORIAL AT FUT-IN-BEAY ISLAND, CHIO, by
J. H. Friedlander /_sic / and &. D, Seymour, Jr. Doric
column with light on rlaza, historical museum and build-
ing commemorative of peace. Design for a work of art.
Registered in the nams of Perry’s Victory Centennial Com-
missigg, following the deposit of one copy January 30,
1912.°

52. Minutes, II, p.72; Inter-State Board, Meetings, Jan. 268-29, 1912,
p.9. See also Huitincteon to Rogers, Feb. 1. Mar. 19, 1912, Kugers to
Puntingten, March 20, 1912; Reel 3, Box 41.

53, lMimutes, II, p.72; Inter-State Board, lMMeetings, Jan. 26-29, 1912,
p.%. See also Huntington to Cret, Feb. 1, Mar. 19, 1212; Reel 3, Box 41.

54, Minutes, II, p.72; Inter-State Board, Meetingg Jan. 26-29, 1612
p.%. See also Huntington to Dillon, Mclellan & Deadel, March 18, 1¢
Reel 3, Box 41. Copies of the letters and telegrams communicating
their awards to the prize and premium winners, and subsecquent corres-—
pondence concerning payment of the monetary awards are in Reel 3, Boxes
40, 41. '

55. Search Report by J. B. B., Copyright Cffice, Library of Congress,
dated Nov, 29, 1960, in Letter tc writer from Richard S. MacCarteney,
Chief, Reference Division, Copyright Office, Library of Congress, Hov.
29, 1960,

56. Ibid.; see also Appendix I, Item No. 39, p.22, below; see also
Huntington to Register of Copyrights, Feb. 2, 1912, Reel 3, Box 41.






The prize renderings, published in the February 21, 1912, issue of
57
American Architect, are reproduced on page 1C2 below, and on the sub-

sequent paces, perspactive views of the ancillary structures —- the

J

maseum and the colonnade —~~ which were intrinsic to the architects’

conception of their design.

57. *“The Prigze Winning Design, Mr. J. H. Freedlander and Mr. A. D.
Seymour, Associated Architects, Competition for the Perry HMemorial,
Pulb~-in-Bay, Scuth Bass Island, Lake Erie,” The American Architect,
Vol. CI, No. 1887, Feb., 21, 1912, Plate ff. p.92.
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THE PRIZE WINNING DESICGH*

*The American Architect, Vol. CI, No. 1887, February 21, 1912, Plate
ff. p.92. Photostat of copy in New York Public Library.
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THE AECILLARY STRUCTULES*
(CF THE PRIZE VINNING DESICL)

COLCHNADE

MUSEUM

*FPranciz S. Swales, "Draftsmanship and Architecture as Exemplified by
the Work of Joseph Freedlander,” Pencil Points, Vol. XI, No. 2, Feb.
1930, p.85.
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PRAFTSA NSy

FERZPECTIVE

(R R SR S W R A 5

AND YRUMITECTURE-- JOSEPH FPEEEDLANDIEK

OF

I

PrrALLS

TSR H

H.

COLDNNADE——FROM A COLOR RENDFERING BY O1T0O K. EGOGLRE

PHEOMUSR UM FROM A COTOR BENDERING 2Y 00100 %, Fiih s

Ok COMPEUITION RESION FOR PERRY MEMORIAL-~
FREEDLANDER AND A Do SEYMOUR, JR., ARCHITECTS







THE ARCILLARY SUTRUCTURZS*
(Cr TIE FRIZE WINNING DESIGH

: MUSEUH

COLONNADE

¥Prancis S. Swales
the Work of Josep
1930, p.82.

s, "Draftsmanship and Architecture as Examplified by
h Freedlander,” Pencil Points, Vol. XI, No. 2, Feb.






PENCIL POINTS FOR FEBRUARY, 1930

UM, SHOWN AT THE LEFT IN THE DBRAWING OPPONTE

THE COLONMNADE WITH §TATUE SYMTIOLIC OF DEMOURACY, SHOWN AT THE RIGHT IN THE DRAWING OPPOLITE ‘

DETAILS REPRODUCED AT THE EXACT SIZE OF THE ORIGINAL DRAWIN
COMPETITION DESIGN FOR PERRY MEMORIAL, BY JOSEPH H, FREEDLANDER AND A. D. SEYMOUR, JR.. ARCHITECTS

l THE MUS







The deseription submitted with the prize-winning design was as symmetri-

as the renderino:

[

€
wm
=
n)
[}

#In the accompanying d on 1t has been our endeavor to so
the ghaft that it shall ba, from ¢ll points of the
compass. We have deersd this 1 essential requisite
in the plan inasmuch as the column will not only szrve as
light for navication of the adjacent waters kult will by it
locaticn becowms the dominant feature in the desicn.

o)

en |
an

?"‘U\

To

RS

4 il

#In view of the locatien of the neck of land in s
an expanse of water and the necessary isolated cb41
which these conditions imply, we are of the opinion
Doric corder treated without ornament of any kind is kes
dapted to convey the impression of grandeur and simplicity,
which the nature of the Memcrial suggests.

hS
%).A

“The column, as well as the Museum and the Colonnade, are
placed on a plaza, scme few steps above the ¢grade of the pro—-
perty. This plaza exterds to the shores of the bay, and is
reached from the water by means of a broad flight of steps.

“The plaza is to serve for exercises and ceremonies and to
accomncdate large assemblages.

“We have not deemed it advisable to chbscure the wview of the
column i1, any di rection either by placing a building or a
colonnade in the rear of it. Cn the contrary we have kept the
square on which it stands open and have obtained a vista for

the Museum and Colonnade by placine them some distance from it.

"The Museum and Colonnade are elevated on a terrace and at
a slicghtly higher level than the main terrace so that the view
may be enhanced and the huildings set off to greater archi-
tectural advantage. Ths Iuseum is placed on the left while
on the right we have suggested a group symbolical of Perry,
flanked by a colonnade io typify the first arbitration treaty
between the two great civilized nations -~ the United States
and Great Britain.

“The program has suggested that an additional feature he—
sides the Museum and shaft might ke inceorporated later, and
it has seemad to us most flttlng that the arbitraticn treaty,
an epoch~maxing event in the history of two great HVODLES
should find a fitting embodiment in this Memorial erected to
comnemorate the centennial anniversary of the war of 1812
and the victory of Commcdore Perry alt the bhattle of Lake Erie.
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T

i - that two countries which have heen at
o
peace I
P
o

hundred years should definitely seal

¥ a ganeral treaty, the spirt of

their o
the English-speaking races this final

which sha

#le have placed the cansl along the boundary line of the

property and have not in any way attempted to give it an
architectural treatment as we considered that its purrvose is
for the passage of very small boats cnly and therefore it
should not be mads of importance in the cgeneral plam.58

The subjectivity in the selection of this design may be surmised from

an examination of the first, second and third premium designs, which
respectively

are reprocuced kelow/at pages 110, 112 and 114.

58, “"Description of Design Submitted by J. H. Freedlander and A. D.
Seymour, associated architects,” American Architect, Vol. CI, No. 1887,
Feb, 21, 1912, p.S0.
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 YIRST PREMIUM DESIGH*

by

James Gamble Rogers

COMPETITION FOR THE PERRY MENORIAL, PUT-IN-BAT,

SCUTH BASS ISLAND, LAXE ELIE

*#The Perry Memorial Competition, Put-in-Bay, South Bass Island, Lake
Erie,” American Brchitect, Vel, CI, No. 1887, Febe 21, 1912, Plate ff.
P.%2.







THE  AMBERICAN  ARCHITECT

FERST O OPEEMITYM O DESIGN, MELD JAMES GAMBLE HOGHERS, AHCUITERDT

COMPITIPHOS FOR CTHE PERRY MEMORIAL, PUTINHAY, SOUTH BASS ISLAND. LAKE ERIF

sooperight 1818 by the P Memorial Commisaion)







SECOND PREMIUM DESIGN*

Paul P, Cret

COMPETITION FOR TIE PCRRY MEMORIEL, PUT-IN-PAY,

SOUTH PASS ISLAND, LAXE ERIE

*#The Perry Memorial Competition, Fut-in-Bay, South Bass Island, lake
Erie,” American Architect, Vol. CI, No. 1887, Feb. 21, 1912, Plate
ff. p.S2.
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THE  AMERICAN

SVCONTY PREMITY DESIGN, ROUESSOR PAUL P RET, AHCIHTEST

o
P
b L

COMPRETITION FOR TUE PERRY MEMORIAL, PUTVIN-BAY  <OUTH BASS ISLAND, LAKE ERIE






THIRD PREMIUM DESIGH*

by

Yessrs. Dillon, lMclellan and Beadle

CCMPETITICN FYOR THE FERRY MEMCRIAL,

SCOUTH BASS ISLAND, LAKE ERIE

##The Perry Memorial Competition, Put-in-Bay, South Bass Island, Lake
Erie,” Ameyican BErchitect, Vol. CI, No. 1887, Feb. 21, 1912, Plate
ff. p.92.
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Bver mindful of consequent publicity, Muntington had arranged to

' ]

have phetooraphs prepared immediately of the prize design, both for

svricht and publicity purposes. A choice of these was made available

e

co

to representatives of the press and published throughout the U.S and
59

Canada. The Otis Litho Company of Cleveland guickly prepared an

s

illuminated reproduction of the prize design, a copy of which is

presented at page 117 helow.

59. Typical was the full page cut of the column, plaza, museum and
colonnade from bayside, captioned “Perry Memorial to be erected at Put-
in-Bay,” Cleveland Leader, May 12, 1¢12. For description of the var-
iety of sizes and mountings of pheotographs available, see Huntington
to liles, May 14, 1912; Reel 3, Box 4l.
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THE PERRY’S VICICRY MEMORIAL*

from the original design approved by the
National Fine Arts Commission

*Lithographed copies for this Report donated by Otte G. Herbster, Put-
in-Bay, Ohio, Nov, 1960. '
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The prize-winning associated architects had previously cooperated

in winning the architectural competition for the Fortland, Cregon,

60
Auditorium, The junior architect, Alexander Duncan Seymour, Jr. (1884 -
61
1957), was born in Brocklyn, New York, Teb. 1, 1884, where he attendsd
62

public elementary and secondary schoolse. In preparation for his profes-
sional caresr, he earned a B.85. in Architecture from Columbia University

in 1806, and spent the following two years in study in the Ecole des Beaux
63
Arts in Paris and at the American Acadsmy in Rome. Following iLhe suc—

cessful collaboration in the Perry Memorial Competition, Seymour embarked
64
with a partner upon an independent architectural practice in the course

of which he would design schools, commercial structures, pubklic buildings

and residences until 1942, when he would enter upon the last six years of
65

hi Fesmiona) carcer as Professor of Architecture at Cornell Universit

-
[

ntirgton, May 286, 1917; Reel 4, Box 50.
reedlander®s succes. in the Portland Audi-~
oint Freedlander states that prior to
aoury had been in his employ as a
ions. Freedlander to Huntington,

60. A. D. Seymour, Jr.,
Seymour?s contributien to
torium comgetition is a moot
the Parry Memorial com D@titic Sey
draftsman on several other compet
Hay 26, 1917; Reel 4, BOX.OO.

H‘jn

ects Directory (MN.Y.,
v. 1837, p.391.

61. “Alexander Duncan Seymour, Jr.,” American Archi
1956}, “fecrology,” AlA Journal, Vol. XAVIL, lio. 7,
Seymour to Huntington, May 26, 1917; Reel 4, DPox 50.

‘4
L.
=
I

62. Seymour to Huntington, May 26, 1917, lcc. cit.
63. Ikid.
64, Ihid.; Freedlander to Huntington, May 26, 1917.

e

65. Bmerican Architects Directory (1956).
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Joseph Henry Freedlander (1870 ~ 1943) was born and raised in Rew
York City, received a degree in architecture from the Massaclusetts In-

stitnte of Technoloyy, and was cne of the first three fAmericans fo re-
66
celve the Dipleme in architecture from the Ecole des Beaux Aris.

N

Returning then to Hew York Uity, he quickly developed an

fzocurate com-

I

petition sense™ and achieved early and continued success in his profes-
£7
sional activities, winning the competition (in association with Arthur

Dillon) to design the St. liouis Club, and receiving an honcreble mention
in the competitiors for the campus of the University of California and
‘ 68
for the New York Public Likrary Building, le won the 150} competition
for the Nalional Soldiers Home at Jchnstown, Tennsesses, and in 1911 the
1533
competiticn for the Aunditorium at Pertland, Oregon. He already had
conpiled an impressive record of bank buildings, hospitals, club build-
ings, public luildings, factories and private residsnces completed under
70

his architectural supervision. During later vears he would number a=

mong lis more distinguished accomplishments the revision of the Saratoga

66. “Joseph Henry Freedlq der,” VWhe Was Who in Armerica, (Chi., 1850),
p.198; obituary in H.Y. Times, Hov. 24, 1843, The other two Amaricans
whe received the Beaux nrts Divlome at the same time as Freedlander
were Jehn V. Van Pelt and Herbert D. Hale. Francis 8. Ewales, “Dralte-
manshir and Architecture as Exemplified by the Work of Joseph Freed-

landey,” Fencil Points, Vol. XI,- Ko, 2, Feb. 1930, p.8l.

£7. The phrase was used to describe Freedlander by Egerton Swartout,
cquoted in Swales, loo, cit., p.82.

68. ILid., p.83.
69. Ibid.

70,  MPRRTIAL LIST OF EXECUYED WORE,” Freedlander to Huntingten, lay 15,
1917; Reel 4, Dox 5C.
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Spa, the Bronx, New York, Ceurt House,and Coxnty Jail, and the Museum
71
the City of Hew York.
' . 72
Yeither architect had ever visted the Bass Islands, By March 11

3

they had completed rough woriing drawing sketches of the column and

o

plaza for the purpose of obtaining estimates for submission to the next

73
meeting of the Building Committee, and on llay 1 arrangements were

under way for the architects to meet with the Duilding “Vormittee at Put-
74
in-Day on May 18, for their first view of the scene.

Now began the most difficult work of all, seeing the vision into
hard reality. 1912 appeared to be a year of envisioning man-made imonu-

ments of timeless stature, so this proved to be a most propiticus time
75
for the culmination of the movement begun at Sandusky in the year 1852.

71. Yho Yas Vho, Vol. 2, p.198. See also “Joseph H. Ernedlaﬂ‘ar," Anmerican

Socioty Le egicn “of Honor Magazine, Vol. 22, Wo. 2, Summer 1951, pp.l5S 178

I.Y. Tines, June 3, 1914; Cet. 30, Nov. 5, 1821; Jan. 7, 1923; Jan. 20, M .r.

G, April 14, 1924; Peb. 21, 1926; Jan. 23, Mar. 25, April 1, 1927; Apx. 5,

8, 29, May 6, 1928; Aug. 1, 10, Sept. 7, 10, 1930; July 1C, 26, 31, Aug. 1,
3, Oct. 12, 18, 1931; Feb. 17, Mar. 2, fpr. 21, 23, Apr. 28, 1933; fApr. 27,
1034; fpr. 27, 1935; June 14, 1938; Nov. 24, 1943.

7%. Huntington believed from the clarity of their entry that either or
both must be thoroughly familiar with the site. Their reply was unequi-
vocal. Freedlanderand Seymour to Huntington, Feb. 7, 1%12; Reel 3, Box 41.

73. Freedlander and Seymour to Worthington, lMarch 11, 1¢12; Reel 3, Box 41.
74, Files to Hunitincton, May 1, 1812; Reel 3, Box 4l.

75. For an excellent contemporary description of results of the first two
major design competitions conducted under auspices of the U.S. Pine Arts
Commission, see Henry H. Saylor, “The Lincoln and Perry lMemorials—- The De-
signe for the colossal architectural monuments that are to conmenmrate the
deeds of these two national herces,” Vorld’s Vork, Vol. 24, May 1912, rp.
94-99. Henry H., Saylor, F.A.I.h., is currently Historian, The American
Institute of Architectis.
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