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Part I

Grant Preparss to Strike

Following the battle of Dentorwilie, Major General
¥illiam T. Sherman's "Argy Group® moved to Goldsbore, jorth
Caroling, Hers Sherman's troops rendesvoused with the foree
comzanded by Major General John ¥, Sahoffield, /After naking
srrangements to have his troops take a well merited reast, Sherman
proceeded to Ileutenant General llysses S. Grant's headmuarterse at
City Point, Virginia,

AL a mesting on Mareh Z7, Sherman explained the plan of
cperations which he had proviously brosched to Grant in a letisr.
Sherman stated that in oage it bocame necogsary to ring hia
Yhemy Oroup® to the Petersturg {ront tc encompass the defest of the
Confederates, he would be ready to march Wy April 10, If he were
required to amske the movement, Sharman proposed first to thresten
an attack on Raleigh, North Carolina, After axecuting this feint,
Sherman's "Army Group® would weer te the right, strildng the
Roanoke River near Weldon, Morth Carolina, €0 miles south of
Petersburg, At Weldon, Sherman's troope would be In an excellent
positlon te m_o:m to Purke's Statlion, the Junction of the Souwthside
and the Rlohmond and Damville ratlroads. The cosupation of Burket's
Station would ensble Sherman's "Army Croup" to intercept General
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Robert B, lee's Confederate army in the event thal it should he
compalled to fall bank on either Danwille or Iynchiurg. If, in
the meantims, Lee's hard-fighting Confederates contimued to hold
Grapnt at by, Sherman would Join the Unionn artrles opersting againat
Petersburg and Richmond,

trant suthorized Sherman to carry out hia master plan,
This waa conditioned on the stipulation that Sherman received no
further instructions, Orant, in turn, explsined %o Sharman the
plan of oparations that he had matured, The liextensnt general
mmanﬂdmatated,thathalwwdhhphnmuldleadw an early
avammstion of tha Patarsiurg lines bWy lee's srmy. The meeting then
aﬂ;)ou;md. and Sherman returnad to North Carcllna. 1

By the afterncon of March 28, Grant had completed hia
dispositions, The waricus umits of hie mobile sisiking foroe hed
moved into their advance stogling ereas and the trvops ware eager to
take the offerwive. At a staff meeting in Urant's (ity Point
headgquarters, a serdes of orders were drafted, Grant hoped these
would set into motion a chain reaction which would force leneral
leats army io abandon the fortifications guarding the approaches to
Fetersturg. Once the Confederates were drivan out of the
Peterstarg defensea, the Union generals believed that their
superior numbers and mobility would insure the destiruction of




leets votaran army.

In neeordanes with the plan of oparations outlined by
Grant, the commander of the Army of the Potomme, Major General
George (. Meade, prepared a get of instructions for the puildance of
his eorps comandera, Major General Andrew 4. Humpireys was to
hold the troops of his YI Corpe in thelr caups until 9 a4, n, op the
following day, "unless previocusly notified" that the Aruy of the
James was in position. On moving out of the inveatment 1ine,
Rumphrays waa to take positicn with "his right reating on or near
Hatoher's Run and his laft extanding to the Qualter road". Combat
patrols would then be advanced, If the Confederatss were
discovered outalds their works, Humphreys was fo ettack and drive
thea into their fortifications., The IX Corps' train was to be
parked near the Cumings house. 2

Hajor Oenersl Gouvernsur K. Warren's V Corps was alerted
to be pready to march at an howr designated by Meade, Warten uss
admondashed mot to prveasd bayend the Junction of the Vaughan and
Quaker roads until Humplreyas' troops hed reached their Initial
battle gtation, Once ho had received information that Humplreys
wag in pogition, Warwen was to advance along the Heydton plank
road, The V Corps was to take position on Humphreys' lefi with its
laft flank refused, Warren, like Humplnreys, was to throw forward a




strong force of skirmishars. These would be charged with the task
of driving in the Confederate outposta. -

The two other corps {the VI and IX) which constituted the
Army of the Potomae were to rempin where they weyo, At the momsnt,
these two corps were holding the invesbmwent line= east snd scouth of
Petersburg. In case the Hebels should mill troops cut of the
Petergturg defensea to meet the Union turning movement, the Y1 and
IX Corps were to attack, o

Gangral Orant himgel! signed the order detalling the
oavalry's rele in the projectsd offensive, Major General Fhildip H,
Sheridan's troopers were $o e on the move atl the earliest possible
hour on the 26th. The cavalry's line of march wag not $o hae
reonfined to any pertioular road or roads”. Crant, however,
sugeested that Shepridan mareh by the nearest rwads passing to the
rear of the staging area oooupled by the V Corpa. To ocutflanie the
Confederates, Sheridan, after having passed beyond the left flank
of the V Corpa, wes to strike for Duwilddie Court House. Grant
obaerved that 1t was not his intention te atiack the Rebels in
thelr amtrenciments, Wt to force them to abandon thelir powerful
fortification %o avold being encireled, In oase the Scuthernors
should leavoe the protection of their works and atiack the cavailry

column, Sheridan was to mrl his sntire fores against them. Orant




promised Sheridan that the remainder of "the army wlll engage or
follow the enemy as eircumstances will dietate”,

1f the Confederates refused to take the [ield, Sheridan
was guthorized to mut loose from his base and atrike for the
Pichmond and Danville Railroad. Rurthermore, if it should prove
feasible, “heridan waz to wresk havoc on the Southside Rallroad at
some point between Petersburg aml Purke's Station, After having
wrackod the two railvosds, Sherddan waa given two alternatives, Es
eould elither rejein Orant's “Army Group®™ uaing a route to itha south
of him line of advange, or he could join General Sherman's forces
in Horth Carolina. 7

After reading his instructions, Sheridan welked out of
Grant'a tent, The general, desiring to have & private converaation
with the savalry leader, followed, A glante convinoed Crant that
Sheridan seemad to be "somewhat disappointed at the fdea, possibly,
of having to cut loose again from the Army of the Potomac, and
place himself between the two armies [lee's and Johnston'za/ of the
ey, Spealking up, rant sald, "Ueneral, this portion of your
instrmiotions I have put in merely as a blind.¥ Urent then infopmed
Sheridan that he expedted the movement that was about 0 begin to
result in the Fedarals' passing arcound Lee's right flank. Thia
would force the Confaderates to svacuate Petersburg and Richmond
arnd lead to an early enxd of the long bloody conflict. Contimuing,




Grant remarked that "the nation had already become restless and
digcouraged at the prwlongation of the war, and magy belleved that
it would never terminite except Iy compreomise." UGrant informed
Sheridan that the reason he had included the paaseges pertaining to
the cavalry Joining Sherman was that unless his plan proved
saccesnful 4t would be indarmreted as a disastrous defeat, 6
Under the cover of darkness on the 27th, a portion of
Major General Fdward G, C. Crd's Arsy of the Jamsa had been
withdrawn from ite campa on tha north aldes of the James River. Asg
the spucgeas of Ord's movement depanded in a groat messure upon its
soaredy, the general took a mmber of irecautions. Several days
bafore the projsoted operation, Ord guietdy uithdrew fyom ths front
1ine most of the troops detailed to acoompary his expeditionary
forae, After melcing a demonsteation ageinst the Confederate
agrthworks in the Darbytown rved sector, Ord concentrated, iin
campa calouinted to Le concesled from the ayes of the Febal scouta,
the unita slated to march to the Southside. The troops that were
to ba left bLehind were kept constantly on the move., Caups were
shifted, Combat potrels were sent out at firequent intervals to
herass the Confederate outposts. To deaden the sound of the
marching colwms, the pontoon Iridges acroas which the tWocpa were
scheduled to pags were coversd with molst straw and compost.




hen the XXIV Corps roved out, Yajor Genersi John Uibbon
took two of thig three divisions with him. Frigadior General
Charles Tevens'! divisiorn was left behind to hold the line of works,
Cne division (Brigadier Gererazl Alliam fHirney's) of the XXV Corps
nlso accompanied Ord when he moved to the Southside. <CJrossing the
James Tiver at Deep Tottem, the troops of the DIV Corps, Frigadier
Ceneral John W, 1 'vg division in the lead, marched to Troadway
landing on the Appomattox River. To avoid congestion, Dirrey's
tLegro division orossed the James River at Varina. ITlrney's troops
randegvoused with Cibbon's eolum at Prosdwey landing, ¢

Ny 7:40 a.m. on the °8th, the last of Ord's infantry had
croassed the Appomattox. Turner's division which had the lead
zmshe‘;'l on towsrd the Petersburg lines without resting., GCibbon's
other division, Prigadier General Rebert S, Festar's. axd Pirney's,
mas badly Jaded by the might march. Urd, therefore, permitted
these two umits to halt until rncon., The recent heavy raina had
turned the roads into oceans of mud. Consequently, the Army of the
Jamea' treaine were "mach delgyed”. It was a2 mumber of hours before
the lagt of the heavily loaded wagons had rolled acreoss the pontoon
tridgo. 8

Cnee the troops had caught their second wimd, the march

waz rerewsed., Feforn the afternoon was over, Foaster's troops were




able to overtake Twner's division., At dusk, Gibbon's troops went
inte esnp near Yort Siesbert; Nirnoy's troops bivouacked nesr
Humphreys' Station. The growkl ocoupied by the ey of the Janes
waa immediately in the rear of the IT Corps' staging area.
Senersal Gibbon was pleased with the way his troops had conducted
the 6-mile mapreh., ile reported that his soldiers had performed
"one of the wost remarkable marehes on record with very few
gtragglers™. 2
Ord's cavalry, led by hard-riding Drigadier General
Ranald 3. lackengle, departed from its encampments on the north
gide of the James River on the evening of the 28%th. Crosging the
Jasges at Varina amd the Appomattox at Polnt of Fooks, the cavalrymen
reached Hancoek's Station at daylreak. 10
The departure of the three infantyy and one cavalry
division out the Unlon strength north of the James Riwver to tuwo
divisions. Jith this greatly reduced force, ajor GCemaral Godfyey
Jeltzel was expected to pin lieutenant Genersl James longstreet'a
corps in position, while the Army of the Potommre ard Sheridan's
cavalry turnsd the Confederatse right., In an effort to deceive the
Southepnsrg, the regimental bancs had been laf't behind and they
played ag usual, On the night of the 27¢h ard for sevaral nights

af'tarvards, mon detailed Ly Weltzel kept the fires going in the




camps of the troops who had atcompanied Crd,

lsfore lesving for the Southslide, General 7rd, feeling
certain that Grant's sttempt o turn the Confedarates out of thelr
Potershury delenges would be crowmed with sucoeas, left written
instructions for Yeltgel's guldance in csse Hichmornd was evacuated,
mitgel was inforued as to the roule he was to follow to aveid the
Rebel torpedoes {land mines) when he marched his men into Richmond, 4

Jhen Ceneral teade received reports i:ﬁinat.ing that
Ord's troops would reach the ares behdrdd the IT Corps by dusk on
the Z8th, he readjusted his time table, Humphreys was alerted to
have hia troops on the rosd by 6 a, m. Upon the receipt of this
news, Humphreys drafted the orders which would govern the IT Corps!?
mvem;anta on the 29th, In accordance with sade's directive,
Tumpleays amounced that hig troope would be ready to move at the
dealgngted houwr, The Vaughan rosd would serve 25 the cormg' lihe
of advanece,

Prigacdier Ceneral Willieam fays' division would take the
legd, \fter erogsing Hatcher's Hun, Hays was to daploy his troops
nerth of the Vaughan road, Hays' right flank was to be glose smough
to the stream to be covered by the artillery which would he posted
at the point where the Vaughan road arosged the river., iays'

division would algc cover the Dabney Y411} road. z




Hajor General Uershon Mott's division would follow Hays',
After crossing Hatcher's Run, Mott's troops were to form nerth of
the Vaughan road. The left fliank of the division was %o be
extendad in the direction of the Gravelly Run Friemis' Mseting-
house, Hajor Gemeral Nelson A, Miles' diviaion would march behind
ifott's., Once Miles' division had reached the right bank of
Hatcher's Fun, the genaral was to post his troops on Hott's left.
Miles' battles line waa to axtersl from the viainity of the Oravelly
Run Friends' Mesting-house across the Quaker road, +°

Each division ocommander was to cover his frent with a
strong aidrmish line, Onoe the divisions had completed their

deployment, the skirvdshers were to advance and drive the
1
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Rumplsreys informed hls subordlnates that he expected
troops from Uenaral Oibbon's XXIV Corpa te relieve their cutpoats
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about § 5. m, If Gibbon's troops failed to show up, Hays! troops
woere not to dolay thelr marel, Milss and HMott, howsver, would each

leave a brigade behind to hold the lines until Gibbon's soldiers

wtinanam;u

. M'MW. ordnance, and quartermnster departmenta
spant & busy day supplying ¢he men of the II Corps. FEsch soldier
was_iumad four dayas' rations of hardtack, coffee, and sugar. Salt
maat to last for oma day was rationed to each Individual., PErmough
cattle to last the corps for three days were out ocut from the




army's herd. These would be driven with the division herds. In
sddition, sufficlent hardtack, coffee, sugar and azslt %0 subaist
the sorps for ancther oight days was loaded intos the division
supply wagons. Bsef on the hwof caleulnted to last for tenm days
waa allotted to the corps herd, Forage for eilght days was tc be
carried along on the expedition, 16

Instead of the usuwal 40 rounda of awmsmnition, each
soldier would carry S0 on his person, Farthermoere, encugh
aprmapition to sapply every soldier with another 20 rounds was
loaded into the division wagons, -

Since the army expected to move light anxd fast, the
amount of artillery to ba taken along wea limited., One four-gun
battery of 12-pounder Nepolsons and one four-gun battery of 3-inch
rifled artillery wers to be allotted to cach division, The thres
batterios that ware to be laft behind were ordered to raport to the
IX Corps' chief of artillery, Erigadier General John L. Tidball, 18

Maarmihile, Genersl YWarren had drafted a set of
instructions to govern the aovementa of his corps. Initislly,
Warren workad cut his plans in socordance with o direative ilgsued
by Veade on the 27th, This meecrandum, for some unexplained reascn,
was nok dali?iredtn Warren until the following aftermoon, Major

General Romeyn B. Ayres’ division was scheduled to take the lead




when the V¥ Corps tock the field. Tue batteries and the corps’
pontoon train would follow close on the heels of Ayres' ififantry.
After bresking canmp at 3 a. m., Ayrses' Woops were Lo <rosa
Arthur's Swamp. Ceining the atage road, the divislon was to seigze
the aroassing of Howanty Creook mear the Peritins farm. Aa soon am 8
bridgehead could be established, the plopeara were to lay a
"double bridge®. Onos the two batteries had erossed the pontocn
tridge, Ayres® division would procesd to the junation of the
Veaughan road and ¥Yonk'es Heelt rosads,

Major Genersl Charles Criffin's division was to merch
vehind Ayres' battories, The remalning batteries and the wagons
with the entrenching tools were to follow Griffin's soldlers.
Major Genersl Sammel W, Crawford's division would come next., The
corps' trains would tring up the rear.

Aftey entering the Vaughen rosd, the corps would procsed
am rapidly as possible ty way of J, Kidd'as to Dimviddie Court
Houge, If the enmy were encountared, he wan to bo attacked, To
expedite the march, the officers were admonished to see that the
men remained in the ranks arxd did not straggle. Warren warned that
"any man msy be Jjustifisbly shot who .., [f3lls out/ without
pen_ﬂ.uaﬂ.on from the division comuander,®

An in the csas of Humphreyd' corps, wWarrents was stripped



down mo that it oould travel 1light and fast, In this respect,

Warren ammounced that as a battle vas “expected the commsnd muat

be &5 little encumbered as posgible and proparsd for action so that
nothing will have to be sent to the rear when the fighting begins." 7
Only five four-gun batteries (three of smeothbores and two of rifles)
would secoupany the corps. The sorps' fouwr other attached batiories
would be left behind, 20

To kesp the Confederatez in the dark as long az posaibls,
derren ordeved the muasisians laft behind. After sounding revellle
at the wususl hour, the mmsiciang would rejoin their units. a

Shortly after Wmren had lzpued these orders, he received
an important measage from UHQ. Opaning the dispateh, Worren
dim;?m'@d that Meade had changedd his plana, The V Corps was mot
to go bayond the junction of the Vaughan snd Quaker roads until
General Humphreys wee in position. Upon being informed that
Humphreys was ready, Warten would resume his advance. Turning into
the Boydton plank road, Varren would take pasition with his pight
anchored on Humphreyst! leoft,

Saveral hours later the thoroughly confussd Warten
recaived 2 third massage fros Megde's headguarters. Seannding the
dispateh, “prrren learmed that Bumphreys was uncertain of his corps!
ability to roach the Qualker road, Agoordingly, Husphrays had been




dirscted "to place his right within supporting distance of Geparal
Ord ... " Humphreys would then deploy his corps, letting his
formation determine where his left flank womld rest. In view of
these circumstancea, Meade thought that it would be best if
Harran's corpe moved up the juaker road instesd of the Boydtoen
plank road,

Thia placad Warren in s quendary. He had one message
diresting him tw advance up the Quaker road and another up the
Boydton plank road, ‘orse, Warren did not know that Humphwaya!
starting tiwe had been changed, Warren esloulated that 4f
Humphorays marched at 9 2. m., the ¥V Corps would reach the junction
of the Vaughan and Quaker roads long bafore the IT Corps was able
to get into position, Warren, therafore, determined to take up a
strong position west of Rowenty Creek., Here hoe would walt while
Hampheeys ourpleted hia dispositiona,. As a result of hia previous
visit to the area in Felruary at the time of the battle of Dabney'a
MALY, Yarren wna familiar with the terrain, He knaw that there was
a commanding ridge on the H, Harprove farm. This was one.half miie
sast of the Baydton plank road. To be mrepared to neet either
gventuality, “Worren determined to ocoupy the ridge with a strong
dotachuert, He would hold the jumotion of the Vaughan and Quaker
rosds with the remainder of his corps. 22
General Sheridan likewise spent the afternocn of the 28th



revietring hiz plans. Hajor Genmeral George Crook's division was o
be in the saddle at % &. n. Moving along the Jerusalem plank road,
Crock's troopers ware to march by way of Cary's Church ard Reams'
3tation, A detachment of ploneers with three pontoon boats would
aceompany Grook's column, The eawalry planned to crogs Rowanty
Creek at Malone's btridge, If necesseary, the ploneeps would thrrow a
bridge across the stream, Aftar crossing the creek, the Federals
would atrike for Dimwlddie Court House. Sheridan's two other
divisions, Msjor Ceneral Ceorge A, Cuater‘'s and Brigadier General
Thomas C. Devints. were to hit the road as soon ag Orock's
cavalyyman hed aleared the area, Cuater and Devin would report to
Major General Wesley Herritl,

A1) the aavalry's wagons were to be asaemtled on the
Jarusalem plank road. They would be organized into a ocomvoy and
asoorted by 2 brigade to be detpiled by Geaneral Merpitt, The
anmbulances, however, were sluated to accomparny their respeative
divislons.

During the advance to Malome's brigde, strong scouting
parties would be throum out %o recomnmolter all the roads on the
left of the columm's line of march., After aroasing Rowanty Creek,
patrols would be pushsd out as far as Stony Creek, 23

The intelligence flowing Sinte Ceneral lee's headcuarters
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on the 271:.3 indicated that the Union army was starting to stir
restleassly. Iee felt that within a few days CGrant would insugurste
arr offenaive designed to forve the Confederates to abandon their
Patarsturg defenges. When the Pederals moved out, lee believed
they would direot their movements toward the upper reaches of
Hatcher’s Run, This meardering stream covered the right flank of
lee's army. (Rising about 15 miles wea£ of Peteprsurg, Hatcher's
Pun wag mot a part of the watarshed of the Appomattax River,
Ingtead, the atresm ran roughly paralie) to the Appomatiox for
sbout geven miles and them it veered to the southeast to become
onae of the affluents of the Nottoway.) Between Hatoher's Run and
the Appomattox lay the tracks of the vital Southside Rallroad, one
of lee's two essentinl linke with the fragmsnt of the Cis-
Wispissippi Corfederasy rot yet ccoupied by the Tankees. 2
Genersl lee realized that the Southalde Railroad would
urddoubtedly be Grant's prime objective, if the Federals planned to
drive the Confederates from Petersturg without having to storm the
powerful fortifications. Tt reach the rallrosd, lee correotly
deduced that Orant would probably orcss Hatoher's RBun at 2 point
some diastance from the Rebel lines, To acsompliish thia, the Union
army would have to march weptward until it reached a polint beyond

tha Confaderateat pight flank, and then atrike for the rallroad,




Pxamining hiz mape, les observed that ths roads which the Unlon
army would use in pgnining hias right passed through A wooded area
which was cut up by mimerous small but troublesome streams, Jdg e
regult of the recent rains, these watercourses could be sxpeeted to

be runrdng bank full. 25

After consulting all his available sources of information,
Lee decided that the Undon army would probably cross Roweanty Creek
at Monk's Neck Fridge. (Rowanty Creek was formed by the confluance
of Hateher's end Gravelly runs.) Having crossed Rowanty Creek, Iee
bellieved the Fadersl column would stirike for the Southaide Ratlreoad
by way of Dimviddie Court House and Five Forks, The marching
distances sncompassed was 15 :d.léa ~ 8 day and one-half as the
roads then wera. If Lea endsavored to meet this thrust by meraly
langthening his front, he would be compslled % extend his lines
from the Claitorne rosd %o a point several miles west of Five Forks,
This would be a prolongaticn of four miles, & distande the
Canfederates could not hope to motest adequately. Already, Lee
had stretohed his thin line alwost to the tresiing point, On the
twenty-seven and one-half miles held by Bis AnCantry, lse could
count an average of anly 1,340 men per mile, 26

He{p}ngtcholdthelimsonﬂmmrthaidoaftheJms
wer2 twe divisiocns of lieutenant Ceneral James longstreet's corps.
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A4 this time, these onge formidable divisions had been reduced to
about 6,400 effeetives. It would take the advanece slaments of the
twe unita a oinlmum of 12 houra to reach the Petersburg aresa in the
event of a crisla, #7 Bpeigndier Ceneral Mavin W, Gary's under—
strongth mounted taigade was attached to longastreat's corps. Major
Cenaral Fiteugh Ilse's savalry division was atationed on the Nine-
mile rosd guarding the crosaing of the Chickahomiry. Thia division
mistered about 1,800 officers and man, but it was two days' maroh
from the point of danger. % The only other troopz rorth of the
Jaxes were the heavy artillery units, the Virginia Remerwves, and
the Local Defense Troops. This hodgepodge of troops which ware
assigned to the Department of Richmond totaled about 4,230, 29
Altogether at thisz time, lee could muster north of the Jamea about
10,000 infantry, 1,B00 eavalyy, ard 750 heavy artillerists, 7o do
this, however, he would have to eall out all the Virginisa Regervaa
and local Defense Troops. Witbout using his secomd line troops,
Lee could deploy about 7,500 infantry. Ixoalusive of Fitg lee's
cavalry, only longatreet's two divisions could be used to reinforce
the Confedarate right. -°

The Howlett lLime betwsan the Jamesa and Appomattox rivers
was held by Major Ceneral 'WAlllam Mghome's infantry division, about
4,000 strong. In sddition, the big guna along Mahonetsz line were




marned Ty several heavy artlllery conpantes and deischments from
the Confederate navy. HMahone's front was nearly five miles long.
The ircops charged with the defanse ecould not be reducsed, because
if the Federals soored z breakthrough at this point they would
cut lee's army in two and sever gommunications between Richmord and
Peleraburg. 1

¥aJor Cenorel John B, Cordon'’s corps, supported Ly a
heavy artillery coneentration, occupded the seclor from the
Appopsttox Riveor east of Petershburg to the point where Ltmtamnt\.s
Run passed through the Confedernte lines., Gordeon's front was
slightly longer than four miles. Aftar dedueting his losson
muffered in the attack on Tort Stedman, Gordon was abls to deploy
about 5,500 soldisrs. If the works had not been so formidsble
and z1) the ranges plotted, this would have been a hopelesaly
inadequate force for the task involved, 2

Two divizsions of Lisutenant General Ambrose P, Hill's
corps held the emrthworks on Oordon'’s right. Hill's front
extended from Mautanant;{imm to the fortifieations coverdng the
Boydton plank rogd at Purgese' MAll., This was a diatance of more
than sight wiles, and it was held by approximstely 9,200 officers
arxl mon. » .

To the right of H111's coros, gearding the White Oak and
Claiborne roeda, was lisutensnt Ganeral Rishard H., Andersonts small

19




corpes. At this time, Apderson's corps conalsted of one division
{Major Ceneral Bushrod R. Johnson's) anmd Colonol Hilary P. Jones'
artillery, Johnaon's division musterod gbout 4,800 officers and
men, >

Thers was no cavalry on the army's right flank. The
neareat mounted force was Major Cenersl Alllam H. F. "Reoney™
Lee's divizion which wes stationed at Gtory Creek Station, kO
mles away YWy read. Thore wers about 2,4C0 troops in Reoney lss's
ocoogand, On the 28th, whils the Federals were praparing to take
the field, HBooney Lee's division was reinforced by Major General
Thomas 1. Rosser's division, approximetely 1,200 sabsrs. Rogser's
vattered division had been serving in the Shenandoah Valley, -

The only commarnd which Ueneral lee could count as a
rosarve was Major Geperal George E, Fickett's divialon, On Maren
1% Piokett's troops had been trangferred to the north side of the
James to forestall s threatensd sweep by Sherddunts cavalry, “hen
the attack failed {0 matarialime, Pldkettls treops had remalned
north of the river. At the tine of the asssult on Fort Stedman,
Pickeott's division waa ordersd to return to the Seuthside, Only
one krigade, Brigeadier Uenwral George H, Steuart's, was able to
reach Potersiurg on March 25 bYefore the attack was susperded, Even

s, Steuart's troops were not committed. Following the failure of
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the attack on Fort Stedman, Steusrt's soldierse were permitted to
camp near the city. Two of Picketi's brigades (Prigadier Cenerals
Montgomery D, Corse's armt 11liam R. Terry's) were halted before
they reached Petersburg and biveuadked on Swift Creek, Plcokett's
other Yrigade, Prigadier Gensral Eppa Hunton's, had remsined nerth
of the James, 4ll told, the strength of Pickett's scattered command
was approximately 5,000. Since the battle s{\ﬂett&a’bﬂn‘g, Pickatt's
troops had remained in the backgroupd, They had, in general, been
assigned to gqulet ssctors of the front. The diviaion had a high
ratio of depsrtiona, giving evidenge of a low morals. 3%

How, to ocakte matters worse, Lee received an urgent
dispatch from General longstrest, "Old Pete® informed Lee that
Genura;gl Gary'e scouts had spotted Sheridan's cavalry on the
previous morning near Malvern Hill. At ths time they were sighted,
the Unlon cavalry was moving up the right bark of the James, By
3 p. m. the lpst of the Fedsral colusn bad pasasd from view,
{Cary's soouts were correct, Devin's amd Custer's cavalry
divisions had crossed the James River at Deep Bottom on the 26th,)
In additinn, repoxta had resched Longstreet's commarxd post
indieating that Sheridan's troopers had left White House in great
haste. VYany saddleos and twridlas, & large quantity of ammandtion,
and many sacks of cats had been left behind, Prior to its depurture




from vhite House, it was stated that the Unlon cavalry had recelived
2,000 fyash horses from the remount service. The Confederate
agouts were alse told by the inhabitants that the troopers of
Major General ragust V. Kautez's cavalry division had bragged that
they had been alerted and expected to go to North Carolina, o7

In x-espnnaa toc this nows, lLee deolded to concentrate most
of his cavalyy on the right flank of hls army, A telegram was gent
to General longstreet, directing him to serkl Fitz lee's division to
the Southside, Iongstreet was not too impressed with General Iee's
plan to counter the Unlon thrust with eavalry, 0Old Pete thought
that, instead of stripping all the cavalry fyom his flunk.l it would

t2 L Yoo e Bl deibast o esmd o £ T Y .‘
r if les constdiuted a speclial task force to deal with

g

Sha:riéan‘s hard-driving troopers. longstrest balidwed that this

.. task foree ought to be composed of "an offiolent e;.walry force with
Pickott's division and two or three batteries", Thies commend,
longstreet reasoned, would o able to wittoh Sheridan and keep him
off the two vital railrosds, If the Union cavalry joinsd Sherman
in North Carelina, this speoizlly constitnted task fores would
reinfores Jenaral) Joseph E. Johnston's Confedsrate army. Ilongstreet
concluded, "I beliewve that our savalry, supported by the infantry,
will be more effective againat the enemy’s raidera than our cavalry
alonﬁ. I beligve that such =z forve in proper hands, will be able to
frustrate objeat of enemy, as nearly all of his horses msi be
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somewhat axhausted.” % lea saw the logio in Iongstreet's arguments.
The decision having been made, longstreet drafted ordars for Fitg
Isa to move his division at daybreak on the 2Bth to the Scuthside
where he would report to leneral lee. Tince there was very little
forage in the Petergburg srea, Fitz lee would take all the provender
that he ecould collect with him when he marched, Lee's dismounted
troopera were o be left behind to wman the works on eaither side of
the Nine-mile Toad. -7

At the same time, Coneral lee had alerted Rooney Lee to
hold his division ready to move to the point of danger. Genaral
lee planmed to mass all his mounted :troopa. except Gary's Lrigade,
on hiz extreme right. o

In a desperate effort to inaease further hiz cavalry
foree, General Les gsent an urgent telegram %o [isutenant Caneral
Jubal A. Early, the somnmarder of the Department of Western Virginia
and East Tenneasee. Begides informing EZerly that Sheridan's
gavalry was "probably on Orant's left", Lee inguired into the
pogsibility of the departmental cozmander ‘s dlspatohing one of
Major Gonersl lunsford L. lomex's brigades to Petersturg, 4 -
EFarly replied immediately to Ise's commnication. He reported that
hig dapartmen} wag in danger and it would be impossible to send any
trcops to Petersturg, k2

The news reaching lee's headquarters from the scouta on

-
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the 28th was wore foreboding than on the previous day. Tirst,
there was the report htroyght in lw an 18-year 0ld girl whose
parents lived inazide the Unicn lines, At the risk of her life,

she passed through the Union picket linez and informed the
Confedoarate outposts that atrong contingenta from the Army of the
Jamas had crogged the James pnd Appomattox rivers. Iee immediately
relayed this intelligence to General Iongstreet, Old Pete then
gent obsarvers to check on the report. The firast acouta who
returnad to the Confederate Iine reported that the only Union force
that had croased the river on the night of the 28th was 2 supply
train., later aeveral of Gary's scouts cama in ardd confirmed the
newg that Sheridan's cavalry had moved to the Southside. In
addimn, thay correctly reportsed that Maokensie's division waa
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disocver whether any of Ord's infantry and artillery hed crossed
the river, So far, the measwres Ord had taken to conceal ths
movemont of ha troops wepre woridng to perfection. 43

les, however, oould not afford to take chances, In apite
of longatreet's failure to pepatrale the cordon with which Ord had
veiled his movements, Ise alerted his subordinate to be prepared to
release all the troops he could spare., /s the next step in his
compaign to protect his right flank, Lee put into execution the




plan which Longatreet had Wroached on the preceding day. He would
organige a spacial task forces composed of cavalry, infantry and
artillery to denl with the threat posed Uy Sherldan's oavalry, lee
roaliged that he might have to augment this fores if the cavalry
were supported by infantry, Fut if he did, les hoped to do =0
without being compelled to draw troops from the defense line in
sugh mumbers as to make a inion Wreakthrough inevitable, lee's
plan of operation was, in short, a pompromise between the detachment
of a major foree and a long extension of his already attemated
defenge line, W

Isa, therefore, asked longstreet %o designate Plekettls
divia;on an the one io co-operate with the savalry, In acimo\v_rledging
leets communication, longstrest stated that he did not think he
could spare Plekett. PFut, he contimed, the danger would be much
greater if Sheridan wore permitted to destroy the two raillroads
that served as the supply lines for the Army of Nowrthern Virginia
or to rendecvous with Chermen's arny .j.;n Horth Carclina. Jongstreet
Telt that the Confedarates' only recourse was to "mut a forge in
the ffield that can contend againat® the Federals' moldile striking
foree, Curiously amough, there As no record of any prelimdnary
disousplon betyeen lee and longstreet as to who should command the
task force charged with stoppdng Sheridan's thrust, 19
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Ones the declaion to constitute g speciael task foree had
been made, instructions were drafted alarting Ploketi's scattered
trigades ta be ready to move to the right. Lse could not hring
himself to send the order authordzing flekett to start moving his
lrigades on the 28th, The gensral was still soprehensive lest the
activities of theridan's cavelry weru a feint designed to cover an
attack north of the James. 46

luring the day, lLee replied to Early's measage regarding
the smposelbility of semiing one of Ilomax's Irigades to Petarsburg.
Begldes sxpresging regret that the "pancity” of treops prevented
EBarly from dispatohing reinforcementa, lLee oxdered Tarly fto send
Lisutenant Colonel William HeLaughlin's Artillery Battalion to the
Potorsturg front, 7
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THE BATTIE OF FIVE FORKES

Part 11

The Advance Fagina —- The ¥V Corps Wina the Battle of Iewia' Farm

long before daybreask on the 29th reveille scunxied in the
camps of Sheridan's cavalry corps. 4As soon as the troopers had
wolfed down breakfast, the officors mistered and inspected thelr
unita, Aftar the regimental commanders had saztlsfied themselven
that each man had drawn the prescribed five days' rations, tha
thirty pounds of forage and 40 rounds of ammunition, the tuglers
sounded "Boots and Saddles”. The cavalrymen thenm mwing into their
saddles., It was doybreak when Sheridan's powerful mounted force,
9,000 strong, departed from the Hancock’'s Station staging area.
Crook’s divislon, with which Sheridan traveled, toock the lead aa
the troopers rode scuthward along the Jerusalem plank road, -

The aavalry column marghed by way of Gary's Church and
Reams' Station. At Webb's Parm, the Umion vangumrd turned into
the Malone's Bridge rogd. Nothing excliling cssgurred to mar the
march until Brigadier Genaral I, Irvin (regg's brigade, which was
spearheading Sheridan's advancs, reached Malore's Pridge. Mach to
his disguat, Sheridan disecvered that the Confederates had tarned

the ipidge, While Oregg's troopers wore waliting for the ploncers




to throw pte scross the atream, they were fiped on by
Dismounting,

2 smal] Copchment posted on the weat bani,
The

the troopg 2@ away with thelr Spencer sarbines,
Rebels gaaihe pionsers quickly bridged Rowanty Creak, 2
pers then elattered across the swyyping

strugture, orward, the troopers veered to the right and

drove the icross Stony Creek., Several prisoners were

taptuped, oned, the 3ocutherners told Sheridan that they
belonged ¢2's division which was camped on the Weldon
Railmyad preek Station. The information glaam_d from
the prisoyed Sharidan that the Confederate cavalry would
not attaaiul coluwmn, Examining his maps, Sheridan
obgervad iushad on to Dinwiddie Court House, Rooney
lee's gomybe forced Pto make a wide detour” if it were to
rejoin thdorthern Vicginia, Consequently, Sheridan

decided t; -
coluem had turned off the Jeyusalem plank road,

the progwy corps' wagon trains was retardsd by "the almoet
impasaghlpda of this section of Virginia. The thousanda
of ho;-.,,c;d hundreds of wagon wheels turned the roads into
ribbong oot wishing to be delayed by his traing, Sheridan
degided tfithout them, Custer's division was detached and
remainad 272 Bridge 40 assist and protect the iraing from




Rooney laa's cavalry. #

Having provided for the security of hig traina, Sheridan
hended for Dimriddie Court House. Oregg's brigede contimied to
ioad Sherldan's advanee. BSeveral times during the mareh, Gregg's
troopers olashod with swall roving mounted Confedsrate patrols.
Thease wore eaally btrushed sside by the Union vanguard, The muddy

m, howvavar, meoved to be o higger chgtonls, T4 was 5 p. om.
bhefore ths column reached Dimwiddie Court House, Even then,
Batteries C and F, Uth U, 3, Light Artillsry bogged dowm,. The
artiileriatu were unable to gain the objective of the day's march,
After ocoupying Dimwiddie Court House, Sheridan posted the troopers
of Devin'a and Crook's divisiona so that thay would cover the
Vaughan, Flat Foot, Boydton piank, and Adams roads, As soon as the
offlcers reported that their men were in positicn, Sheridan
permitted their units to camp. -

Cuater's combative cavalrymen discovered that they had
been given a most unpleasant assigmment, when they were detached
and detailed to guard the tralns. It waz late afterncon before the
laat of the wagons had crossed Rowanty Creek. Teo their dismay,
Custer's troopers quiekiy discovered that the road west of the
oreek was worss, if possible, than it had been on the opposite side,
The passage of Davintes and Crook's divialons had turned the road




inte a sticky slime., In a futile effort to expedita the march,
Custer organized fatigue parties, These groups were put to work
apsisting the pioneers in cordursying the read. Frogress, however,
contimied to be agonisingly slow. “hen darkness descernded, the
head of the train was seven miles from Dirwiddie Court House.
Sines the road was too narrow to permit a night march, the wagons
were parked., After picketing the area, Custer permitted his
exagperated troopers to bed down fopr the night, 6

Ax a result of the axeitement engendered by the
projeoted offenslve and the necessity for making last mimits
preparations, thera was very ilttle slsap in the camps of the ¥
Corps on the night of the 28th. Iong before dgybreak the soldiers
hed been fed and the units formed, As antioipated, Ayres’ division
wax ont the road W 3 2. m, A5 soon ag the road was cleared, the ‘
other unlta of V Corps moved out in avsordance with the march
schedule astgblished by Warven, 7 Within one hour and three-
quarters, Ayres' vanguard had reached the plece whers the Monk's
Neck Bridge had formmrly steod. The few Confedarates manning the
cutpoat on the fegr side of Rowanty Croek fired sevaral scattered
shots at Ayres' scouts before taking to their heela, OQbtalning =
Frecarious footing on the ruing of the former bridge and the fallen

trees, Ayrea':infantyy scrambled acpoas the atream, After the




bridgehend was established, a company of the 50th Hew York Engineers
speedily laid a canvas pontoon tridge. Once the bridge was declared
passable for horses, Warren croased with his eamxcort. Halling Ayres,
Aarren ordered the division commander to reassemble his troops and
resume the sdvanoa, The troops on the left bank would cover the
bridgehead., 8

For the first mile beyoni Rowanty Cresk, the progreas of
Warren's column was slowed by the necespity te remove obetructions
from the road. The Confederates, to impede the Union advance, had
felled a mamber of treeg, Unlilee Sherddan, Wmrren had 18ttle trouble

with "Gensral Mad", Warren reported that, except in the boggy ereas,
the roads wers AV ’
By 8:15 a, m., the head of the V Corps reached the
junotion of the Monk's Neck and Vaughan roads. ixcept for the few
shots exchanged at the Mridge and the felled tiwber, the Federals
had failed to sse any signs of Confederate sctivity, From an old
Hegre who had been hiding in the woods near Crawford Church,
Wapren learned that thers were raportedly nc Rsbel troops at
Dimmeiddis Court Fouse aa late as the previous day. wWarren drafted
a message containing this dats and handed it %o Captain Jordon
Winalow., The ataff officer, sc¢companied bty a ten-man escort,

galloped off up the Vamghan road to deliver coples of thla dispatech




to Generals Meade and Fumphreya., 2

Following the departure of Winplow and while waiting to
hear from arwy hesdquarters, Wawvren deployed his command, Ayres'
division mrocoeded to the intarasction of the Quaker ard Vaughan
recads and halted. Two of Ayras' trigades took positlons at the
interssotion; the other was formed into line of bhattle and sont a
shart, diatance up the Guaker road., Once Ayres' troops had wmoved
off the road, Griffin's division occupiad the commanding ground
separating the headquarters of the Ureat and the [i1ttle Cattail
runa, Oriffin's {troops were posted on the Chappell, Seott, amd
Hargrave farms, Two of Crawford's brigades covered the countyy
road leading to R, Bolageau's farm on the Boydion planic road,
Crawford?s other byrigade (Brigadier Gemeral Richard Soulter's)
guarded the corps! traln, The tralins were parked at the Junetion
of the Honk's Neck and Vaughan roads, *+

The c¢ountry.into which the V Corps had marched and where
the subsequent oparations were to be condacled:

ass wns of the Lforest kind commen to

Virginia, being well watered bty swampy streama,

The surface wes level and the scll elayey and

sendy, and, where these mixed together, like

quiciksand., The soil after the frosts of winter

firet leave 1t i1s very light and soft, and

hoofs and wheels find but little support. 12

Upon quastioning the inhabltants, Warren lesrnad that




Brigadier Ceneral Rufus Barrington's North Carolins Brigade had
pasged down the Quaker road on the previous day. The farmers
atated that the Confederate trocpers had remarked that they were
en route to Stony Creek. 13

At 10120 a, m, Major William Jay of HMeade's staf?f
galloped up {o Warren's command post, and handed Warren a dispatch
from General ¥eamde, Opening the measage, <arren found that he was
to move hiz corps up the Quakeyr road to the Gravelly Run>
Crosaing., PFurthermore, Msade thought that if Warren sent out
patrols on his right, he would contaet Humphreys' left near the J,
Slaughter housa, #

Replying tc Meade's commmnication, Warren gave a brief
resumé of the position of his corps, Ha informed his superior that
his askirmishars on the Quaker rcad had probably already penstrated
as far as Gravelly Run, If they hain't, Warren aasured Meade, he
would see that they did. Warren also paased on the informaticn he
had picked up concerning Barringer's activities, 15

Warren prooeeded to mark time while his patrols asought to
ostablish lialison with Humphreys' corps, Whon the fiery Meade
received Warren's messpge, he undoubtedly simmered. It was evidant
that. Warren had misinterpreted his orders, Inatead of advaneing im
foree up the Suaker ropd, Yarren had sent a force of skirmishers to




the {ravelly Hun crossing. Meade, calling to his chief of ataff,
Major Cemsral Alexander 3, Webb, told him to send a2 secord measags
to Warren, After expresaing his approval of the dispositlons
Werren had made to cover his left flank and rear, the general
observed that "this rmust not prevent your moving your corps up
the Quaker rogd across Gravelly Run ... «" Onee he had crossed the
stream, Worren was to form his corps faeing north. He was to
ancheor hip right on Homphreys! left. Only after this maneuvar had
been completed would Warren provide for the seourity of his left
flank. If possible, Warren was to hold the Boydton plank yoad. 18

This message whlch Qerneral Webb asigned at 113120 g. m. was
entrugted to Captaln Campbell D, Emory, One glance at the piece of
paper corvinced Warren that he had misuanderstood Heade's intentions,
Bailing a staff officer, Warren sent him racing to tell Gensral
Criffin te move his division up the Quaker road, General Crawford
was azlerted to hold hig command ready to support Griffin's advanoe.
When he had taken care of this urgent husiness, darren informed
army headquarters of the measures he had undertaken to implemsnt
Meade's instructions,

Shortly thereaftar, General Meade and his staff rode up
to Warren's cdimand post. After confesrving Wrieflly, the two
generals acmmpuniad Griffin's vangused as it trudged up the




Lusker road. 18

Unlike Sherddan's and Warren's corps, dumphreyst did not
get gtarted at the designated hour. It was £:30 &. m,, one-half
hour after tha scheduled time, befora Humphreys' advance division,

Hays', moved out of the Petersburg investment line. d

Tarning
into the Vaughan road, the troops passed through the plcket line,
Hateher's Run was orogsed without any difficulity by Hays' trvops.
Even befors all of his troops had reached ths right bank,
Hays sent a strong combat patrol compesed of the 7th West Virginisa,
the 7th Michigan, and the 4#th Chie to regcmmoiter the area into
which the II Corps was moving. The tlueecats advansced about one
and one-half miles without discovering amy Confederates. They then
retraced their steps and reported their finding to General Hays. 20
Following the return of the patrol, Hays halted his
Aivieion one-half mile west of Hatoher'as Bun, 2l 1In accordance
with Humphreys' ingtruetions, Hays deploysd hig troops about one-
half mile north of the road. Two brigsdes, Drigadier General Thomas
A, Smyth's and Colonel James P, Molvor'ls, were formed into lime of
battle, MeIvor!s: pight £lank rested near the run, The opposite
side of the stream way held by the troops of General Gibbon's XV
Corpa. Hays'h?thar trigade, Colonel William A. Olmsted's, was held

in reserve. 2



Mottiag division followed Hays'! adross Hatcher's Run,
“bout one mile west of the Tun, Hott deployed hls division north of
the Vaughan road, Twoe of Moit's krigades, Brigadier Generzls Nyron
R, Hefca 's and Robert McAllister's, were formed into line of battle;
the other, Brigadier General Regis de Trobriand's, was held in.
regerve, The right flank of Plerce’s trigade rested on the left
flank of Heys' division. Az scon as his troops werse lh position,
Oeneral Mottt put them te work throwing up a line of earthworks, 23

Miles' soldiers marched cut of their ecamp near the
By 8:30
A. M. the last of Miles' division had crossed Halcher's Run,
Preaaing boyond the srea where Mottt was marshaling his seldiers,
Mileg stopped his commarx, Milea then formed his division north
of the Vaughan road; its right rested on Motits unit and its left
on Gravelly Run, 2 Since Miles hgd four brigades, he deployed
three of them into line of battle - Brigadier (Gersral John Ramsey'a
on the left, Brigadier Ceneral Homry J, Madill in the ocoenter, and
Colonel Qeorge W. Scott's on the righi. Colonel Aobert MNugent's
trigade was held in reserve, 2 Once the troops hed taken their
"positions, breastworks were constructed. 26

Exeept for Battery H, lst Rhode lslard Light Artillery,
all the artu.z;ry urits attached to the 1Y Corps were parked once
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they had crossed Hatcher's Run., The Rhwde Islanders, howaver,
unlimbered thelr four lZ-pounder Napoleona on the north side of the
Vaughan road about one-half mile west of the watercourse, Once
they had emplaced their zuns, the cannoneers trained them on
Dabney's Mill. 27
Wnile the infantyy was forming, Humphreys sent out
geveral mounted patrols., One of these, by S a. m,, had succaeded
in opening comwmnlcations by way of the Vaughan road with Warren'’s
corps, A gecond group had moved up the vallay of Gravelly Fun to
the Juaker road., Encountering a few Confederate vedettea, the
Tankess drove them up the Quaker road. Beyomd the "old maw-mill",
the bluecoats were fired on by an Anfantry ocutpost, Since the
Confederates were protected by breastworks, the Uniondsts returned
and reported their Pinding to General Humphreys. 28
Fhen the division commanders had completed their
dispositions, they covered their fronta with a strong line of
aikirmi shera, 27 Patrols were then sent out to reconnoitar. The
sccuts returned with the informatlon that they had pinpointed the
outlying Confederate defenses in thia mector, They stated that the
' Confederate cutposta wers sheltered behind a line of treastworks
covaring the approaches to Dabney's ¥ill., This wes about three.
fourths of a;ﬂ-.le in front of the ground held by the II Corps, -0

Humphreys, howsveyr, had to postpone his attack on these Confederats



fortifieationa while Warren was getting into position,

Early on the 29th, (dibbon'as corpa msxrched out of iis
camps behind Fort Slebart. In avcordence with OUrant's orders,
Cibbon's troops moved into the entrenchments formerly held by the
II Corps. a General Foster's diviglion ocoupled the fortifications
from Fort Sampaen on the right to Hateher's Run on the left, 3z
Turner's divisicn was held in regserve wuxd camped ezgt of Hetcheris
Run near the Vaughan road. -2 During the early forenoon, twe of

Turner's regimenta were sent across Hatcher's Run, These two units

wora reated in sunnort of thae four cuns of uattenr B. 124 Haw

Jersay Light Artillery, #

Later in the day, Gibbon, in accordance with Ord's
instrictions, saw that all his troops were supplied with four days?
ratlons which were to be earried in their haversaoks, Rations to
last an additional eight days were stored in the corps’ wagans.
To the goldiers, this wae & gertain indication that a period of
active campadgning was in the offing. 35

Ueneral Birney's Negro division, which had accompanied
Gibbon's corps 4o the Scuthaide, remained at Humphreys' Staticn
throughout the day. 3%

The newa that the Yankees had crogsed Rowanty Creek
reached Gener;l- lee’s headquarters before noon, wWhen the sgouts
btrought in this Information, they stated that infantry and cavalry



had crogsed the stream at Monk's Neek Bridge and were massing
toward Dimviddie Court House. 7 ise, az he informed lonpgstreet,
was unable to deduce from theae fragmsntary reporta the immediste
Unien objective, B e situation, however, wes so crltical that
Ime would have to take gome action. Erigadier General Samel
MeGowan's brigade of Wloox's division was pulisd cut of the
defenze lines on the east aside of Hatoher's Fun, Following the
withdrawal of McCowan's troops, Wilgox's three other trigades had
to zpread cut to cover the vacated rifle pits. MHelowan's trigade
was sent to the ssotor west of Burgess' M111 held Yy Anderson's
corps., 32

With this businsss iaiken care of, lse directed Plckstt
to transfer Corse's and Terry's brigades from the Swift Creek
ataging area to Petersiarg, At Petersburg, Pickett was joined by
Stemartis btrigade. The three brigades then entrained on the cars
of the Jouthside Rallroad, which the rajlliroad authorities had
praviounly apotted in the Petersburg ymrds. The troops were ithen
sent to Sutherland’a Station, ten mlles west of Petersburg, whare
thay detyained. Many hours were required to make this shift, It
was late on the night of the 29th before the last of Pioketi's
three trigades had been smttled to Sutherlami's Station, 40

khile Censral lee was Miay drafting the orders for the

movemant of Plokett's and MeGowan's soldiers, Fitsz lee rode up to
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his headquarters, The ceavalryman informed hias unele that his
division which had left the Nine-mile road the day before was in
Petersturg. General Ise t0ld his nephew that Sheridan was striking
for Dimviddie Court Housa, Lee statad that he thought the Union
cavalry would concentrates at Five Forks preparatory to bresiking up
the Southaide Railroad., Fitz Iee was to go to Sutherleond's Station,
Thers he would be Jolned by Rooney lee's and Rosmer's cevalry and
Pickett's infantry, Mite Lee was then to attack Sheridan. Ceneral
lee was sonfident that the only way the raid could be stopped was
to wrrest the Ainitiative from the Yankees, To insure co-opersation
between the three cavalry divisicns, which had not been un:ler a
unified comuand since lieutenant General Wade Hampton'a departure
from the Virginia theater of operations, Les told itz lee to take
charge of the cavalry corps. o written instruotiona, however,
were given Fitz lee on this matter. Fitz lse was to give a strict
interpretation of these verbal orders long after the antirs
complexion of affairs had changed, b1

Takdng lezve of his unale, Pitz Ise rejoined his division,
At an order from the general, the troopers again moved out, To
reach the Sutherland’s Station remdemvous ares, lLea's cavalrymen
took the Cox road as they rode out of Petarsburg, Reaching
Sutherland's Station, Fite lee's division camped, pending the




arrival of Rooney Llee's ard Rosser's tyoopars, b2

As the next item on his agernia, General lee issued
instrmactions for Rooney lee's amel Rogser's divisions to report to
Pitzg Lee, Since Sheridan's column had out the direct line of
commurd agtions between Petersburg and Stony Croek, those two
divisions would have to detour to the west of Dinwlddie Court
Houge Lf they were to carry cut thelr assigment, Consequently,
Rooney lee's and Hosaer's greycladas were unable to Join Flitz Ilee
until the evening of the 30th, °7

After having made these arrangementa for the protection
of the Southside Railrosd, Genaral lse realiged that steps would
have t¢ be taken to guard the Richmond and Danvill)e Rallroad, The
latter railread was almost as vulnerable to a Union rald am the
former. Accordingly, lee decided to ume Pickett's cther brigade,
Hunton's, which wane stationed north of the James, to fend off any
raids the Pederals might be planning on the Richiwnd and Danville
Railroad, Hunton's btrigade wos to be withdrawn from the rifle pits
flanking the Williamsburg rcad. To avoid the alluremsnts of the
Richmord streets, Hunton's greyclads were to cross the James River
by way of the pontoon Midge located below the oity. The brdgade
was 10 camp near Minchester, TFrom Manchester, Hunton's treops
could be shifted by rail to either Petersourg or Burke's Station,
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as the situation demarnded. It was late aftermwon hefore Gary's
troopers were able to relleve Hunton's infantry. Ry then, however,
the aituation had changed drastically, aad

lee would have preferred to withdrew additional unitis
from north of the Jamss to confront the Union threst to his right,
Fut before doing this, he decided to get longstreet’'s reactlons.
When Lee informed longstreet of the latest developments on the
3outhside, he atated that Cld Pete might have to come to Petergturg
with Field's division. In the meantime, lee wanted longatreet to
ascertain what Union troops weve stationed north of the James, '3
longatreet replied, "The usual foree is in owr front, sc far as wa
can iaarn. Our seouts are in from the snemy's lline this morning,
and yreport affairs as usual.” (Evidently, Weitrzel was carrying out
his mission, More than &0 hours had passed zincee Ord hod led three
of his infantry divisions to the Southside, and still longsireet
was in the dark regarding this movement,) longsireet observed
that if Fields' greyclads were moved, the V. M. I. cadets snd all
the logal Nefenme Troops must be called out to take their places in
the lines, 46

Hzmmh. Ganeral Anderson, whose corps was direatly
threstansd by the Unlon advange, began to inastitute messurea which

he hoped would enable his command %o cope with the situation.
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General Johnson was authorlzed to recall his outposts as soon as he
wags gatisfied that the Federals were moving in force up the Quaker
road, To cover the pleckets' retreat, Johnson was diraetad Lo post
one of his bripades in advance of the earthworks, b7

About noon, Johnson lsarned fyom his acouts that a
strong Undon force (Warren's gorps) was coming up the Quaker road.
Johnson immediately relayed this information to Anderson. The
corps commander replied, directing Johnson to take his division,
attaek the bluegoats, ard drive them back to the Vaughan rosd,
Just as Johnson's tuttermuts were starting to form, preparatory to
moving out of the works, several 2xolted cavalrymsn galloped up.
They informed Johnson that the foe was "retiring beyond Gravelly
Run®, Consequently, Johnson did not anticipate mseting the foe
until after his troops reachsd the st.reém. When hia division moved
out of the works, Johnson hed Brigadier General Herxy A, Wise form
hMa Virginis brdpade inte line of battle., One of Wise's regiments,
the 34th Virginis, was detached and sent to support the cavalry
patrols oparating on the Boydton plank roud, Brigadier Cenerals
Williem H. Walluce's, Young M, Moody's, and Matthew W, Ransom's
brigades marched by the flank in the rear of Wise's batile line.
Wise's Virginians passed beyond the forks of the Poydton plank and
Quaker rosds hefore thoy sncountered any Federals. As the
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greyelads entersd the skirt of the woods south of the Junetlon,
they were fired upon by Warren'a skirmishers. 48

Advaneing up the (uaker road, Warren's vanguard scon
reached Oravelly Pun, To their disgust, the Federals found that
the Confederates had iroken down the tridge, Undaunted, General
Opiffin ahouted for Brigadiex Oenerasl Joghua L. Charmberlain to
depley his brigade into line of battle, Chamberlain's troops were
to croms the run and cceupy the rifle pitas which were visible on
the far side, Plunging into the water, Chamberlain's seager troops
experienced considerable diffieulty in wading aarcas the walat-deep
stream. Upon gaining the left bank, Chamberlain deployed and threw
forward a battalion of the 198th Pennaylvartis as skirmishers, The
rom:ﬁar of the 199th Pennsylvania and the 185th New York were
formed into line of battle on either aide of the road, Once these
dispositiona had bteen completed, Chamberlain’s troops advanced and
drove the Confederate outpnsts out of the sarthworks guarding the
croasing. Chavberlain's troops contimied to pash ahead until thay
raached Lawis' farm, Observing that the foe (part of Johnwen's
division) was posted in strength on the cpposite side of the
clearing, Chamberlsin halted the parsait. No farther advance
would be undertaken, pending the arrival of the remainder of
Geiffints division, k9




Ag goon &8 Chamberlain's troopz had established a
bridgehead, Warren directed Qriffin's pioneers to copstruct a
bridge. 'Within & short tinme, a usable structure was thrown moroas
the gtroeam, uhen the ridge was completed, the remainder of
Oriffin's division croased the run., Warren and Meade now parted,
The corps commander acecompanied Griffin's division; the army
commander returned to his command post, lLoter in the afternoon,
the 50Cth New York Engineers, to help facilitate the ervasing of the
artillery, laid a pontocon bridge at this point. The banks were
vory steep and the artillsry could not croas the pontoon krridge
untll proper approachea hed been made, It therefore took the
batteries considerable time to effoct a passage of Cpavelly Run. 50

I_-ia'ving reached the right barnk of Oravelly Run, the
romainder of Gridifinta division tramped up the Quaker road. The
road was choked with felled timber. To gecurs the advange of the
artillery, the plonsers ware put to work c¢learing away the
ohkgtructions., Hven sc, Oriffin's troops forged ahead of the IT
Corpa., Humphreya' troops, who were advancing on the right of
“prren's oorps, wers having a diffisult tiwme working their way
through the wooded countryside between the Quaker road and
Hatcher's Run.:il

Upon overtaking Chamberlain'sa brigade at lewis' farnm,
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Criffin ordered his subordinate to resume the advanse., Oriffin
alsc had Drigadier Geheral zdgar M, Gregory deploy his brigade on
Chamberlain'a left. 32 At this time, the firding on the skirmish
Line had mractiecally died out, Consequently, Chamberlain
re-formed hia battle ls&ne on the lewia house. Afier reinforeing
his battalion of skirmishers with a compary from the 185th New York,
Chamberlain weved his men forward, The antire btrigsde swept ahead,
Chamberlain®s skirmishers were able to gain ths woods on the far
gide of the elsaring before the fire of the Confederates hecame
vary saver2. The genersl hoped that his battles line would likewlse
reach the timber bhefore the greyelads oprang into aetion, This was
not te be the case. Before the blueecoated bLattle line gained the
wooda, Wige'a Virginians started to blave away with a vengeance.
Chanbariain's troops reeoiled for a brief lnatant., Urged on by
their officers, the Yankees recoveroed their peise and forged ashead.
Attacking fierasly, Chamberlain's troops forced part of Wisa's
trigade to fall back into the open ground south of the junetion of
the Boydton plank and Quaker roads. -5

Cenoral Anderson rode up just as Wise's troope were
falling back. Tha gbrps commander directed Jehnson to have
Wallase?s brigade support the part of Wise'a brigsde that was atill
contesting the Union sdvance. At a word from Wallace, his grim
South Carelinians moved inte the woods on the right of Wise's
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Virginiens, %

ifter foreing Wise's greyolads tc fall back abeut a mdle,
Chamberlain halted his brigadae. FEven though they had encountered
only a few pockets of resistance, Oregory's Yankees were unsble to
keep pace with Chamberlain's trocps, While Chamberlaln was
regrouplng his hrigade and waiting for Oregory to come up, Wise's
and Wallzoels soldiers lounched a powerful counterattacik. Soon
Chamberlain’s troops were “eomplstely enveloped in a withering
fire*., Tgken by surprise, the Northernera were threwn con the
defensive, At the end of one-half hour's combat, Chemberlain's
left began to give ground. Redoubling the fury of their onslaught,
the Rllg!ls turned Chamberliain's left flank,. Palllng haok, the
Fsdorarls took position in a clearing., Here, the line ccoupied by
the laft flank of the brigade was parallel with the Quaker rosd.
Chambsrlain's battla 1line, instead of belng atraight, was L~
shaped. 535

The Confaederates gquickly moved againat Chamberlain's
reorganized main line of resistance. So terrible was the
Southernsras! onslaught that Chamberlein despaired of holding his
new position Lfor longer than ten mimries. In desporation, the
genaral sent a requast to General Oregary (whose trigade had now
arrived) to attack the Rebals in the right flank when they renewed
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their assault on ble batbered comsand, In the meantime, General

Griffin agssured Chamberlain that if he
would held on for five more mimtes, the artillery would be up,

Griffin had galloped up.

Shouting thls encouraging news to his men, Chamberlaln sucgeedad
in rallying them, 56

Two batteries had followed Griffin's division up the

Quaker roak While the infanptry was able to march up the timber-

strewn roa¢with comparatively little diffioulty, the artillery was
stopped col. Finally, however, the piopsars were able to cut o

path and Rtery B, 4th Y. 3, 1ight ’rtillery thundered up the
road. Readng the lewls olearing at a critical moment, the

canroneers 1lixbered their feur pleces, A saction waa omplaced on

Going into action immediately, the
artilleristhammered away at the oncoming Confederates,

aach aide othe lewia house,

The two
12.-pounder poleons on the west side of the houge raked Wine's

nard-chergi Virgintans with canister, =7

i Genaral Johnason observed that Wise's troops had
ologed to Wln eanlster range of the Union gung, he shouted for
General Mo Alabamans to wove to the attack, The Alzbamana

would formiise's left and charge the guna, At a word fyom

Moody, thewring Alabamans atarted forward on the double, =

drted by the fire of Battery B's four smoothborese,
Chorberlailelt flark companies recovered the initiative,




Counterattacking, they re-entered the woods. Feeling for an
opening, the Confederates, following the arrival of ioody'a
Alabamans, started to sxert tremendous pressure on Chamberlain's
right and center. &y this time, many of the Federals had [ired up
all the roumds in their Sartridge-boxes, In addition, the
cartridge-boxes of friend and foe were rifled. Many of the traops,
refusing to trust to the bayonet, began to glink to the rear. To
stave of' f disaster, Chamberlain sent g second plea to Gregory fer
help., At the same time, General Griffin, sensing that his
subordinate was in grave troutle, rushed three of Major General
Joseph J. Bartlett's regiments (the lst and 16th Michigan and the
155th Pennsyivania) to Chamberlain’s assistance. In response to
Chambérlain's plea, Cregory had sent the 188th New York, These
fresh troops arrived none too soon. As they came up on the double,
Chamberlain's battefed Yrigade was falllng back on the Lewls house
to protect the artillery. 2
It seemed that Chamberlsin was omndipressnt. The general
circulated alony the battle line, urging his men to hold on for a
few more mimites, Naturally, the general Became a prime target,
Chamberlain's horse was shot from under him, and the general's arm
was diasbled when his steed fell. A minde ball struck him on the

chest, glanced over his heart, and left a painful wound and "a
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diSI‘epu toat". Chamberlain, however, refused to

relingynd. 60
wrough Chamberlain's retreating brigads, the
fresh ped to the attack, On the right, Bartleti's
three pgd by Prigadier General Alfred L, Pearson, who
had gradors of the 155th Pennsylvania, dashed straight
toward trate battle line. 61 As the 188th New York
emsrged pods into the Lawis clearing, Lieutenant Colonel
12220 Dogiw that Bartlett's batile line was sweeping
forward ght. Deploying on the double, the New Yorkers
Joined fprge. Taking cover tehind plles of sawdust
“hich ggpy ag breastworks, the Southerners blaged away at
the onaonkeos. 62
.5 time, the Southerners had had emough. “hen
Anderacn formed that the Yankees had thrown in fresh troops
2nd stoppe advanoe, he ordered Johmson to recall hs soldiers.
Coverag byrong rear guard, Meody's, WHallace's, and Wise's
troops weplled out of the woods north of Lewis' farm. Falling
baclk, thy merners established a roadblock on the Baydton plank
Toad, Pogg his troops, Johngon stationed them in the edge of
the WDOds-gth and east of the Bevill house.

1le Chamberlain's brigade was fighting for its life,




Oeneral Warren observed that a eountry lane cut across the Juaker
resd & 1ittle south of the Lawis house, The pereral felt that if
he sent s datachment up this read, it might be sble to gain the
Boydton plank read and turn the Confederates! right flank, Calling
for Captain Hapolecn J, Horrell, varren direoted him to take the
egoort coupany arnd reconnoiter the lane, &

tefore Horrell's troopers had gone very far, they were
fired upon bty the ocutposts of the 34th Virginmia. This repgiment had
teen gliven the task of guarding the Boydton plank road, As soon as
Warren learned that his escort eomparny was in contact with the
Febaels, he orderaed Generazl Crawford to take his division aﬁd
suppert the cavalry, Preparatory teo taking up the advance,
crawfolrd had Brigadier Gansral Hemry Baxter deploy his brigade into
Iine of bettlie. The right flank of Baxter's brigade reated on
Griffints left. Colonel John A, Kellegg's trigade was massed in
the rear of Baxter's unit. Once these dispositions were completed,
Crawford sent him troops forward, Passing through the ssgort
companyts skirmishers, Crawford's powerful battle line sagily drove
in the Confederate pilckets who were covering the approaches to the
Boydton plank roed, By this time, Criffin's troops had hroken the
back of Johnaon's gttack. ‘/hen Colonel John T, Goode of tha 3kth

Virginia learped that Jehmson was falling back, he deecided to do
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the same. Skillfully breaking contact with the bluecvats, the
Virginians rejoined their comrades. Following the Uonfederates’
retreat, Crawfordts troops reached the Roydton plank rosd. 65

Two of Ayres' trigades crossed Gravelly Run elose on the
heelas of GCrawford's troops. Since the emergency had passed, these
+tyo unlts were held in reserve naar the Spain house, For the time
being, Ayres' other lrigade, which was eseorting the corps' traln,
remained gouth of the run.

About 4 p. m., Oensral Humphreys received a measage from
army headgquarters informing him that the ¥V Corps, on his left, was
advanaing up the Quaker road. Humphreys waa directed to sdvance
his corps and comneot hiz left with Warren's right. 67

J Barlier in the aftertoon, several of Humphrays'
subordinates had gent ocut strong combat patrels to feel the
Confederate dafanges in their seetors. On ths right, &ne of
General Hays' brigade commanders had made § forded reconnaigsance.
Three of Colanel Olmeated’s regiments (the 19th Haine, end the 55th
and 152d New York) were trought up fiwm the regerve, Spesrheaded
by the 19th Haine, this combat patrel reachad and occupled Dabney's
Hin, 8 Iike Haya, Mottt also sent thres regiments to explore no
man's land, After advaneing about three—marters of a mile, two of
Hott.'_s unita, the 17th Maine and the 93 Kew York, cawe upon a line
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of tresstworks held Ly a few plokets, Cenersl Plerce, who was in
charge of the patrol, deployed part of the 93d New York =zs
skirmishers. Springing forward, the New Yorkers put the
Confederates to flight ard cesupied the rifle pits, which were
locatsd west of Dabnoy's Mill. €9 The other reglment sent ocut Ly
Ceneral ott, the 20%h Indiana, failed to apot any signs of
Confederate astivity, /°

Accordingly, when Humphreys received his instructions to
advanoe, he wns reascnably certain that his men would mot encounter
much opposition, After the staff officers had relsyed the word to
Humphreys' subordinates, the II Corps' battle line moved forward,
Miles' left flank Mrigede, Ramsey's, succeeded in eatablishing
contact with Warren's right, As a result of the dense woods and
tangled underirush, this connection was repeatedly twroken. Ramsey
would then have to helt his brigade while sommnications were
ro-established, 7

Suddanly, the roar of battle became distinetly sudible
from the direstion of the (uaker road. Shortly thexaeafter,
Hymplreys rodeived & mesmage from army headquarters astating that
Qeneral Oriffin had Yeen attasked ly two Confederate divisiona,
Rumphreyo wasq_d‘imtnd to support Oriffin’s right with Hiles'
division, 7% After relaying the necessary instructions to Kilss,
Bunphroys rode to the point of danger., Ry the time that Buwphreys

27




reached Griffin's command poat, the Confederates had fallen back.
Hers, the corps commarnder wasz handed a message from Meadels
headquarters, dated 5:40 p. m, Glancing at the dispateh, Humphreys
learned that Warren wasz gcheduled to make another attack at & p. m.

If Hileg ecould be gpared, Humphreya was to support Warren's advance,
Furthermore, if Humphreys beileved he could scors any additionsl
gaing, he was to send hls entire corps forward. TFollowing the
raceipt of these instruotiona, Humphroys issued gwders for his
dlvision commanders to continue the advance, 73

Twe of Griffin's brigades, Bartlett's and Gregory's,
prosped forward hard on the hesls of Johnson's rear gunﬂd.. General
Warren, ss usual, was up at the front with the skirmlshers, Tha
Union -skimishars gained the junetion of the Baydton plank and
Quaker roads without diffiouity. Defore the Yankees had reached
the junotion, Johnson's troops, in asccordance with Anderson's
diveative, retired into the fortifientions sovering the White Oolk
road, A faw outposts were lefi behind by ths Confedarates to
aontest the Federala’ drive,

Advanoing beyond the Junction, the Federals approsahed
the J, Stroud faram. A party of Confaderate sharpshooters posted in
the Stroud house was able to pick off several of the blueesats, A

gombat patrol from the l18th Pennaylvania, led by Captain George W,




Moore and lioutenant Wilidam T, Jodwin, sprinted toward the houge,
Unable to stop the omrushing Yankees, the Souwtherners abardoned the
tuilding. Oeecupying the house, the blueccats rushed to the windows
and blaged away &t the rapidly disappearing greyclads. A section
of artillery posted behind an earthwork ecovering the white Oszk road
ref;urned the Yankaeaes'! fira, The hatlery commander who stood on
top of the works directing the cannomeers pald m attention to the
Yankeas, The firast shell from tha Rebel fleld piecas passed over
the house, the second struek 1%, and the third exploded in the
chimney, wounding two men. Briok and plaster "Llsw about thick,
envelepdng the new occupants of the structure in dust and rubbish."
The houss was hmrrledly evacuated, 7

| If Griffin's men were to atback the Confederate battery,
thay would have to orosa a large opsn field, To make matters nore
diffienlt for Criffin'sz troops, the thiok woods which flanked the
Quaker road had vrevented Crawford!s snd Miles' soldiers from
keaping pece with them, Derlmesa had blanketedd ithe area before
Crauwford's and Miles' bluacoats were able to draw pbreagt of
Griffin's, In the light of these difficulties, Warren decided
againgt sn attack on the Confederate earthworka guarding the
ayprogehes to_the White Cak road, 75

Thus elcgsed the bhattle of lawia'! Farm, The Confederates
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reported that they lost gbout 2%0 men in this angagement, General
Wapten ligted his gesualties as: 53 killed, 306 wounded, ard 22
mimsing, If the report of Geperal Chamberlaln 1s to be believed,
the Confederates understated their losses. Chamberlain stated that
his Wwigade, on the 30th, buaried 130 Rebels who had fallen in the
battle, In addition, Warren reported the ecapture of about 100
Rebals. 7%

During the ndght, the V Corps fortifled the poaltion
which they hed gained as a result of the battle of Lewia' Far,
Two batteries and Bartlett's bLrigade dug in at J. Strouwd's, uwhieh
was the most advanced ground sesured during the day's fighting,
Opiffin's two other Wrigades camped behind the newly erected
sarthuorks, Oenarsl Crawford'e division was posted on the Boydton
Plank read; the division's rignt was at Stroud's and its left
rested on Gravelly Run. Ayrea' division was held in reogerve, To
kesp Rooney lee'a eavalry from reiding the trains, patrolsa from
Ayres' command were thrown out well to the corps' rear, /7

In general, Humphreya! 1Y Corus enoountersd very little
opposition am it felt its way cautiously toward the Confederate
main Jane of resistancs. By nightfall, Hays' raght. Flank biggade,
MoIvor?s, had-reached Armstrong®a Mill, Malvor'’s troops, during
the advance, had maintained contaot with the soldiers of the XXIV




Corps on .t side of Hatcher's Run, Smyth's (Hayas' left flank
Irigade) wed Olmgted's combat patrol at Dabney's Mill, Having
gained thy Spyth detailed the &9th Pennsylvanis to picket his

front. Py forward, the Penngylvanians collided with a

Confedaratal near the Crow house. After a lively skirmish,

voth sidefpay. Following the arrival of Smyth's soldiers,
Olmsted’s p shifted to the left. Covered by a strong picket
line, HayMion spent the night in the rifle pits which the
Confedaratocaupied, 78

ya' esnter uit, Mott's division, held g pertion
of the frofy at right angles to Hays' battls line, Mott's
sactor wasr timbered and swsmpw. Plarce's btrigade oconpled
the rifle jtured earlier in the day by the 93d Rew York,
The right £¥Piercets unit rested on Olmated's laft..
MeAllister'se was unsventful, When they had moved shead,
the terrsinged MoAlllster's and Pierce's trigades to

diverge. T Trobtriand!'s regiments, the lst Maine Heavy

ArtAllery aloth Pennaylvanis, wers trought up from the
reserve and ping this poseibly dangerous gaps 70

Byilea? division was again in contact with the
V COT08, Iry anead, Miles' troops had been plagued by the
L Miles' scouts hed sighted a few




Confedergty ho shots were exchanged. The Scutherners,
belieﬂng ¢h the better part of valor, fell back in the
Tace of mysrful battle lne, “hen nightfall put a stop to
the dgyty 08, Yiles' troops halted and threw up breaatworks.
After ths ;oommanders had covered their fronts with a strong
iine of gy Miles' troops slept on thelr arms, 8o
_day progreassd, the reporta reaching lee's
headquarteune more ominous., lee was mow faced with the
Pogsibilge Grant, Anstead of sending his eavalry to reid the
raillroads, extending his line toward the southwest. Ilate in
the aftepnles learned that Johnson's division had been
rapulaed At attacked the Undon column moving up the Quaker
Toad, To ster this threat to his right, Lee would have to
extand hyeent, Conmequently, lee desided to shift Hunton's
trigade tmtrsturg. Munton's brigade, instead of going to
Manchester wald march into Richmond and board the trains whieh
¥old hamlst © the point of danger. &1
n ddition, las had learnsd that the foe wasz using
artiliery, pswll a8 infantry and cavalry., He, therefore, drafted
arders for Colns) William J, Pegram's 20-gan artillery battalien
to move to RBurpes' Mill, 8z
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Pegran's battalion: Baettery C, 18th South Carelina Artillery
Battalion; the Pureell Virginia Artillery; Fllett's Virgioia
Artillery;: ard the letcher Virginia Artillsry. The tranafer of
troope that lee had ordersd during the day left the situation of
the Confledearate army on the evening of the 29th ss follows:

Infantry
per mile of
defanded
Zona and Cowmmand land
Norkh of the James:
Cavalry on the left flanik, Cary's berigade,
approximately SO0,
longatrest, with Fleld's and Kershaw's divisions
(mm@}--odlocoo-'--caa-- 1;360
Pwall, with Virginia Reserves, local Doefense
Troops arxd Siege Artillery (no change)s « « » & 7h0
Howlett lins:
Hamne‘adivimn(mehansa)..-.....ao 7h0
From the Appomattox ia lieutebant Buns
Gordan'a%rpa(mdhwge}.......-.--. 1,350

Erop Identenant Run 1o Buresss' Mill:

Wiloox's division of Heth's corps, leas MoGowsn's
brigads, density reduced from 1,100 per mile to 888

Reth'a division, strengthened by MeGowsn's Lrigede
from Wilcox'z diviaion, density increased from
lgmm--tnoo.lc4n--o-uocu 105%




Beyond Burgess' (BLl:
Anderson's corps (N0 changd), « o « « o o ¢ o = @
Yovlnes
Pickett, with 5,000 fnfantry, to join Auderson.
Cavalry, 4,200 to right flank.

1,600




THE BATTLE OF FIVE FORKS

Part TIT

Grant 'odifies His Mapter Plan

The faverable way in which aevents were developing on the
29th led Grant to change his pian of coperations, He determined to
have Zheridan, for the time belng, forege his projeeted rald on the
Confaderate Tailroads, In a letter informing the cavalry leader of
the day's happenings, Grant wrote, "I now fsel Idike ending the
matter [The investment of Petersturg/ if it is possible to do 8o
before going back." After telling Sheridan to forget abouf. the raid,
Orant orderad the ocavalryman "to push round the enemy Af you oan and
get or;to his right rear.® The cavalry would make this movement, Grant
obgerved, in concert with the infantry. Orant cautioned Sheridan that
the getivities of the Confederste cavalry might cause him to modify
his actlion, Sheridan was to put hips new sst of instrugtions inte
opergtion in the morning, i

At the sams time, Grant addressed a message to Meede
informing him that “Sheridan has received orders to push for the
enemy's right rear in the morning, unless the peaition of ,,, [the
Confederate malr,ﬁ' makes a different course necessar'y .. o
Orant also outlined for his sebordinate the moves which he wanted

the II and V Corps to undertake on the 30th, If Warron's advance




up the Boydton plank road should compel the Confederates tc f£all back
behind Hatcher's Bun during the night, the II and V Corps were "to
wheel to the right so as to cover all the erossing of the run ... "
If the foe did not retire acress the run, the Federals were to "push
up elose to him and feel out to ... [their/ left and endeavor to foree
him to this couras,” 2

In the meantime, Mesde had slready drafted a set of
ingtructions for the guidance of his corps commandersa. Yarren was
directed to have his V Corps resume the advance at 6 s, m, The right
flanik of the V Corps was to extend across the Quaker road; its left
was to be pushed into the eountryside weat of the road. 3

Humphreys' II Corps was slated to move forward gt the same
time. - The II Corps' right flank division, Haya', was to advance aleng
the road leading from Dabney's M3LX to J. Crow's farm, Miles' division
on Fumphrays' left would continue to maintain contact with dJarren's
right and, if neeessury, rendsr suppert to the V Corps. Each of
Humphreys' thiree divisions was expected to hold one brigade in reserve,
Aumphreys' and Warren'sa troops werse to foree the Rebels to fall back
into their fortifiestions, If, however, the Canfederastes came outl of

B their workas, the Yunkees wers "to give battla®, b

Aftor evaloating Warren's reports of the acticn on the

afterncon of the 29th, the Union brass were reasonsbly certain that in

the Burgess' Mill sector Oriffin's division hsd foreed the Confederates




Lo retipe * e@arthworks., This intelligence, taken in
Conjunctjant’s orders, cauged Heade to modify his previous
instrgetyoren. As soon as Jarren had definitely ascertained
that Maggeretation of the tactical situation was correct,
he wap tp is line to the left. Combat patrols would then be
thrown oytffort to pinpoint the Confederate positions west of
the Boydtoroad. This diapateh reached Warren's command post
ar houp ppinight. 5
same time, Crant issued orders for Cenersl Ord 1o
have ong gjivisions cross Hatcher's River at 5 &. m. on the
30th, Thesrs from the vy of the James were to support
Runphrayss , 6
1aff officer entrusted with Grant's message regarding
the change lans resched Dimwiddie Court House on the night of
the 29th, ped into Oeneral Sheridan's headquarters, the aide
harded the dry leader Grant's letter, without a momant’s
hesitationpridan made his plans to cope with the changed
situation, sridan proposed to send General Merritt with Devin's
division todn possession of Five Forks, Crook's division would
te held in perve; Custer's would contime to protect the trains. 7
Irained very hard thyroughout the night, ithen Devin
mastered hi division on the morning of the 0th, the preeipitation
Wwas st111 1liing. DPefore taking leave of Sheridan, Marritt received




hig last mimute instructions. Merritt was told that Devin's division
was to advancs up the Adams road to J". Boissesu's., If mo opposition
ware encountered in reaching J. Bolseeau's, the Federals were to turn
intc the Crump road and endesvor to gain the Whits Osk road. Merritt
then rejoined his commarnd, when “erritt gave the word, the column
ncved cut, 8

Except for geveral brief stops to remove a few felled trees
from the road, the march was routine, Two miles north of Dinwlddie
Gourt House, Merritt halted the division. In accordance with
Merritt's instructions, Devin posted Colonel Charles L, Fitghugh's
brigade at the intersscticn of the Prooks and Adams roads, One of
Fitzhigh'a regiments advanced along the Brooks road and established
a roadblock on the Beydton plank road, Then the rain-drenched column
contimied to J, Folaseau's farm. Devin massed cne of his two
remnining brigades, Colonal Petar Stagg'a, at the junction of the
Dinwiddie and Crump roads. The general would use Brigedier Ceneral
Alfred Gibbs! Wrigade for recornhaissance, Altogether, Glbbs sent out
three combat patrols, Two of Glbbs' reglments, the 5th and &th U. 3.
Cavalry, were sont up the Dinwiddie road with instructions "to feel
and find the ernemy"., Major R. Murray Yorris of the 6th Cavalry was
in charge of this patrol. The &th Massachusetts, Colonel Casper

Crowninshield commanding, moved across to reconnciter the Boydion
plank road. Colonel Charles L, Laiper's 6th Pennsylvaniz Cavalry




advanced up the Crump road, The Pennsylvaniang wers to see 1f they

conld bleck the “hite Oak reoad. In addition, Leiper was expectad

to maintain contact with Morris' and Crowninshield's patrols, ¥
within a short time the three Unlon patrols had established

contact with the Confederate outposts., These were the Tirst

tuttermts that the cavalrywen had seen since leaving Dinwiddie Court

House. Attacking, the bluecocats drove the Rebel vedeties back on

10
thelir supports.

Although no fresh reports from the endangered right reached
lea's headguarters on the morning of the 30th, the gensral became
convinced that he would have to send additional reinforcemsnta if he
were to take the indtigtive againast Sheridan, Any withdrawal from
the Peteraburg defense line wes, of course, very dangerous. Dut
unless Lee was willing to have hig right turned, there was no other
alternative, Crimly, les issued instructionsg for Major Ceneral John
B. Cerdon's porps to pasume responsibiiity for the defenge of 5 two-
mile section of the eartlworks on the west alde of Lisatehant’

Run. These trenches wers held by Major General Cadmus M, Wiloox's

division. Ones Gordon's troope had relieved Wileox's, Lee would be
able to reinforce his endangered right. Gorden planned to use Major
Genaral Bryan Grimeg'! division to relieve wileox's left flank units,

Having taken care of thia businesa, lee rode out o

Jutheriand's Station, Upon his arrivel at the gtation, Ise learned




that Fitz lee’s division was en route to Five Forks, The general
was dizturbed %o learn that Rooney lese's and Rosser's itrcopers had
ot arrived from Stony Creek. 11

Undex the cover of darkness, Pleketi's three infantyy
brigadea had mareched from Sutherland's Station to Burgess® Mill,

It was a codd raimy night. The road waa a ribben of mud; the

angry little streams athwart the division’s path were almost past
fording., On the merning of the 3Cth, Anderson, Ficketi, Heth, and
gaversl other ranking officers were supmoned toe a2 eonference with
General Lee at Sutherland’s Station,

At this meeting, the Rebel trass discussed various ways
of dealing with Sheridan., Only twe of these geemed promising.
Heth expressed the view that, from his extended front, ha might be
zble ta strike the advaneing bluecoats a heavy blow. Pliekett,
howsver, scemed to have a better opportunity, He was told that he
was to use his three rigades, arxl two of Johnson'a (Ransom's and
Wallace's) in the projected attack., As the indtial astep in lee's
tattls plan, Plckett's commmmi was to mareh on Five Forke. There
Piokett'e infantrymen would rendezvous with Fite Lee's cavalry,
From Pive Forks, with the sevailry in support, Pickett was to march
toward Mimrlddie Court House snd ssseil the Yankees, 3Six of

Pegram's guns were slated to go with Piokett. If the Confederates
could drive Sheridan from Dimwiddie Court House, they would be able



to frustrate the Federal drive to cut Gerneral lLee's vital supply
lines. Py these ordera, Ise had carried out the suggestion
originally advanced by Iongsireet, A highly mobile task force had
been concentrated and piven the mission of gunarding the amg's
right flank. Thia foroe, when agsesbled, would consist of about
6,400 infantry and 4,200 cavalry. Heving completed his tusiness
at Sutherland's Station, Lee returned to Petersburg. 12
The transfer of Johnson's two brigades to augment
Pickett's task force had dangerously geduced the infantry strength
_of Anderson's gmall corps. Unless units wers brought from other
sectors to take their places on the lines, Anderson would have to
spraaq his remaiming men very thin, The poslition hald by Arndersontsg
corps waz important in ftaelf, and 1t also conatituted the sector
from which troops could be drawn quickest in gase additional
reinforeements had tc be gent to Plokett. Lee, accordingly, moved
to gshif't additdonal troops into this ures, DBrigadisr Censral
William MsoRae's trigade of Heth's division wes transfarred from the
sast to the weat bank of Hatecher's Run, MacRae's troops were
stationed sast of Durgees' Mill, One of Wilcox's brigades, Colonel
Jogeph H. Hyman's, was transferred from the Iieutenant Run ares to
the rifle pite-scuth of Burgesa' M113, Following its arrival on
the west spide of Hatecher's Run, MeCowsn's brigade was temporarily

atiached to Anderson's corps. Hunton's brigade, which arrived from



Richmoryl on the morning of the 30th, was ssaigned to hold the worka
near the jJunction of the Clailorne and White Cak roads, Hunton
would receivedhis crders from CGeneral Johnson, The trenches vacated
Ly this shift to the right were oceupied Ly Grimes' troops. +0

Daring his advance from Sutherland’s Station to Five Forks,
Fitg Lee saw nothing of the foe,. Fite lee's troopers then moved
down the INMnwiddie road, GDefore procesding very far, the Southerners®
vanguard established contact with Morris' combat patrol, 3

In the meantine, Pickett's colnmn had also started for
Five Forke, Pickett's line of march waw the White Oak road, The
distance to be eovered was only a little more than four miles. The
road led through a flat, drab country of pine woods amd small open
fields, Several roads, including the Crump road along which the 6th
Pennsylvanina was operating, approached the White Oak road from the
south. Since Plckett's ocolumn was paasing aoross their front, the
Union troopers made the most of their opportunity. In addition,
the patrels gent out by General Ayres wore able to sstablish contaet
with Fickett's soldliera. Coclonel Pegram's asdjutant, Captain W,
forden MeCabe, wrote in his diary:

Cur flank being exposed to the enemy, they

harassed us with small bodies of gavalry without

intermission, UGeneral Pickeit, instesd of

pashitg on, stopped, formed a regiment in line.

of-battls, and awalted some atiack. Much

valnable time was loat in this way. A line of

glirml shars marshing on our flank would have
been ample protaction,




Piaclcatt thought the mareh "necssearily slow" becsuge of the constant
skirmishing, "In front", he reported, "we had to drive the enemy
out of the way nesrly the wheole distance®, 15

Major Morris' combat patrol was atla to penetrate to
within three-~quarters of z mlle of Five Forks without difficulty.
The few Confederzts scouts sneountered were oasily brushed aside.
Suddenly, however, the situation changed drastlically, The attackers
now beacame the sttacked, Fitz Lee's hard-hitting division had
arrived on the scene, SJeizing the initiatlve, the Confederates
quickly surroumded Morris' regulars. Undaunted by this turn of
avents, the Urndion troopers dug their spurs inte thelr horses and
cut their way sut of the trap. HNaverthaless, the Federals lost
threa officsrs and 20 men, The Rebels likewise suffered several
camialtien., Among the Confederate wounded was Prigudisr Cenaral
illiam H, Payna, Returning to J. Bolssosu's, Morris informed
General Herritt that a strong force of Rebel cavalry had ocoupied
Five Forks. 16

The two other patrols gsent out by OGitks,. Crowninshield's
and leiper's, orosged Gravelly Run. Advanedng up the Boydion
plank road, Crowninshield's cavalrymen succesded in estublishing
contaot with :a_w!man'a V Corps. Having accompllished their mimaion,
Crowninshield's troopers rejoined the brigade, Isiper's troopers
penatrated to within a shert diatance of the White Osk road. Here




they apotted a2 sirong infantry column marching westward townrd Five
Forka, After sending back the news of his discovery, leiper had
his men feign attacks on the Confederates' left flank, Thesas
harassing tacties proved te be very effectlve, because the Rebels
would halt and form line of battle, Unee the infantry had deployed,
the gavalry would fall back, The {onfederates would then assemble
and the mareh would be resumed. This operaticn was repeated several
times during the afterncon, and the Southarmars lost smch valuabls

time. TFrom several prisonors whom they captured, the Yapkeess were

- . oy e P A S M dlum oo ad e S ___ __ 3
to ldemtt Pickett's command, Onos the Confederatss had passsd

boyond the point whers the Crump road entered the White Osk road,
leiper's command retraced its steps and rejoined Oibbs' brigade, -7

When Jeneral Devin learned of Major Merris' setback, he
sent the lst U, 3, Cavalry and twe of Colonel Fitslugh's regiments
to recover the lost ground. Advaneing up the Binwiddie road, the
Urdon troopers wers able to penetrate to within a short distance of
Five Forks, By thisa time, Piokett's troopns hed reached Five Forka.
Spotting a strong infantry battle line moving toward them, the
cavalrymen fall baek, 18

Ganeral Creok's division remained at Dinwiddie Court House
most of the day. Oregg's Wwigade was gtationsd at the point where
the Boydteon pza;k road arassed Stony Creek, If Rooney las's and
Bogser's divialonas were to rendezvcoua with Fites lse's they would have
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to detour to the scuth of Story Creek and to the west of Chanberlsin's
Bed, During the morning one of Davies' regiments, the 10th Hew York,
rode up the Boydton plank road and opened comrmnications with Warren's
corps. When Sherddan lezarned that the Confederates had occupled Five
Forks in force, he directed Generzl Crook to reinforoe Merritt with
one bhrigade, Accordingly, Crook ordered Davies' brigade to mova out.
Reaching J. Toisseau's, Davies reported to Merriti., Sinoe the
Confederatez gave no signs of sxploiting the succoss wnich thay had
scored at Morris' expense, Merriit decided not o com;it Davies?
troopers. Though not called on, Davias' men remained in the saddls
ready to spring into action at a momant's rnotice, 19 |

On the night of the jOth, Devin's divisicn, reinforced by
Dnvies; brigade, bivouacked on J, Bolsmeau's farm, For security
purposesz, z strong line of cutposts was established by the Federsal
afficers to aover the oamps, 20

Throughout the long dresry day, Custer's troopers
comtimed to ageort the trains. The heavy rains made this task a
mightmare, Even with corduroying, progreas was dispustingly slow,
large detalls were constantly at work Jlaying “corduroy® and lifting
the wagons out cof mud helea., At times, a horse or mile would bhe
seon standing on whet appeared to be solid ground, Suddenly, one
of the beast's hoofs would sink cut of sight. As the animal

struggled to cateh itself, all its feat would dizappesar inte the




glime, The heast would then have to be pulled out of the Virginia
quicksand bty a detachment of soldiers. At dark, the head of the
train halted four long, hard miles east of Dinwiddie Court House, -

The intensive scouting and patroliing earried ocut by
Merritt's command enabled Sheridan to get a good idea of the strength
of the Confederate foree to his front, FPetwsen 40 and 50 prisoners,
ineluding some from Pioketti's division, were bagged by the Union
troopers, One of the captured infantrymen told Shepridan that the
Rebel cavalry was belng concentrated at Five Morks, The same
individual informed Sheridan that Pickett's division had scome from
Burkesville., Supplemental reports reaching Sheridan's command post
from the front ecrrectsd this ﬁﬂ.siﬁomﬁnm The Unton scouts
reported that Pickett's division was deployed slong the White Cak
road, with its right anchored at Five Forks, Sherldan relayed this
intelligence %o Orant, along with the news that Merritt's command
waa encarped at J. Boisgemu’a, 22

It was almost surxiown when the head of FPlokett's column
reached Five Forka, There, as anticipated, Plaekett found Fitg lse,
The eavalrymun told Pickett that his troopers wers in contuot with
the Yankees on the DwAddie road. 5o far, lee astatsd, his greyclads
had moye than hald their own, Mckett had intended to press on

towapd Dinwiddiae Court Bousme, But after conferring with Yitz lee,
he decided that, becauss of the lats hour, the weariness of the



troops, and the absence of Reoney Lee's and Rosser's cavalry
diviglions, he would wali until sorning.

Twe of Plokett's infantry Wwigaden were moved down the
Dimwiddie road sbout thres-quarters of a nmile, These unita would
have tha tasic of protecting the task force from s surprise attack,
Advancing, the infantyry ensountarsd the dismounted Unlon cavalry
armed with Speonper carbines, Undsunted, the buttermiis preased
aﬁead and the Yankees fell baok. After a trisk olash, the
Confederates cecoupied the designated ground., The other Confedepate
units bivouanked in the woods at the forks, Hereifully, the rain
¢oaped about dark. Daring the night, however, it began to fall
heavily again. The infantry were prepared for this, after a
feshicon, Colomel Pegram and his staff had neither blankets nor food.
They had hopsd to return that night to Burgess' mill, 20

Shortly after the Confederates had bedded down for the
night, Rooney Lee's and Rosser's divisions reached Five Forks., The
maddy roada and booming oreeks had made the maroh from Stony Creek .
Station a mightmare, Following the arrival of these tuo units,
Fitz Lee assumed command of the cavalry corps. Brigadisr General
Thomas T. Manford teck chargs of Fitz Lee's division, 2

Genoral Orant had written Sherddan on the might of the

2Gth, "We will act sltogether aw one eray here until it ia geen
what can be done with the enemy.® 23 Despite (rant's intentions,
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the Unfon eavalry end infantiry had acted independently of ons
another throughout the day., Humphreys and Warren were informad
only that Sheridan was operating on their left, This was all,
Warren had been repestedly warned on the 29th thet he must guard
ard protect his left, while at the same time hip right would have
to maintain contact with Humphreys' corps, Yet in his lstter to
Sheridan, Grant had obaserved that, "OJur line ia mow unbroken from
the Appomattox to Dinwliddle." 26

The only other reference to co-operztion between the
infantry and cavalry up to this time is found in one of Warren's
mmercus comunteations to Meade, Thia message was sent at 9150
a, m, cn the 30th, A short time bhefore, orm of Sheridan's stoff
officers, Captain George L. Gillespie, had passed by Warren's command
poat whils bearing dispatohes to General Grant. Gillespie told
Warren that Merritt's command was maoasing at J, Boisgeau's,
proparatory to sending out patrols to feel for the White Ok rosgd.
“hen Warren informed his superior of these developments, he also
reported that Ayrea' division would ba pent on g forced reconnaissanece
to W, Dabney's. Upon reaching that posnt, Ayres' troops would bs
in a position to "eo.operate with Geperal Sheridan if he comes
“ithin reach", %7

By this time, however, Grant had decided that the
operastions for the dey should be confined to the infantry, Taking




zecount of the heavy rain that had been falling slnea the previocus

evaning, Crant addressed a messsgs to Sheridan, The lleutenant

general commanding cbserved:

i

The heavy rain of to-day will make it

impogsidble for us to do rmach until it dries up
& 1ittls or ve gel roads around our rear repaired,
You may therefores leave what cavalry you deem
neceszary to protect the left and hold such
positions as you deex neoeassry for that parpose,
and assxd the remainder back to Humphreys' Station,
where thay can gat hiy and graln. Fifly weagons
Ioaded with forage will be sent to you in the
morning., Send an officer baock to direet the
wagons back to where you want them, Report to
me the cavalry you will leave back and the
positisns you will ecounpy. Counld not your

alry tack by the way of Story Creek ...
ﬁ:ation‘?o and da%my or capture the atore of
guppliea there?

Follewing the receipt of this lettor, Sheridan left

Dimetddie Court House ard hastened to Orant's headquerters.

Reporting te Orant's Oravelly Puan command pest, Sheridan urged the

ganeral to reconsider hls order reealling the cavalry, Although

the rain contimed to pour down, the persuasive Sheriden sucoeeded

in prevalling upon Grant to change his mimd, The cavalry would

not be withdrawn from Dimviddie Court Houge, Orant expressed the

hope "that some good might result from the preasence™ of Sheridan’s

troopers near Five Forka, Evidently, Sheridan wap so oarried away

with his arguments that he %wld Grant that his troopers had reached

the White Oak road, which was not true, When Sherddan returned to
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Dinwiddie Court House, he garried an order from Grant to hold his
posltions on the White Qak road, even if it pravented the "sending
back of any of ... /his/ cavalry to Humphreys' Station to be fed.®
If Sheridan thought it necegsary, the 50 wagon loads of forage
ordered to his command wounld be increased., 22

During his return trip to Dinviddie Court Houme, Sheridan
stopped at Warren's command post, Before continmuing higs journey,
Sheridan told “arren that he had isswed Aimatructions for ope of his
divisions to advance to the White Osk road, 30

it appears that General Msade and his corps commandera
operated at a marked disadvantage. They had not been given an
opportunity, as Sheridan had, to know what Orant's plans were,
Caneral Meade's mositiocn was sapecially embarrassing. The wings
of his Army of the Potompe were separated by Ord's Army of tha James,
which was independent of Mepde, Humphrays and Warren were under
Meade's direet command, tut the general ¢ould only give the two
corps commwmnders orders an he received them from Crrant.31

The heavy rainfall had zlse rendered it extremely difficult
to keep the suppliss of war materiel roving to Fumphreys' and
Warren's corps. Warren decided to have the traing, which had
accomparnied his troops across the Rowanty, moved north of Gravelly
Rup. large fatigue parties had to be turred out to help the

teamaters, Even so, it was hard going, because the wagonz "were
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nasrly immovable in the mad", Minally, the soldiers had ‘o resort
to the time-consuming task of cordwroying to get the heavily loaded
wvehicless to the front, During the day, the portion of the ¥ Corps!
trein which had been parked at Perkins' crossed the Rowanty and
moved to the intersection of the Honk's Neck and Vaughan rcads, 32

Colonel Theodors Iyman, a Union diarist, reported that
the heavy rains had "reduded the reads, already poor, t¢ a hopeless
pudding®, ‘"Oravelly Run®, the ¢olonel stated, "waa swollen to trebel
its uswal size; and Hateher's Run owept awny the bridges and regquired
pontoons, "

"Se teryible were the rosads®, lyman reportsd; "and so
queaticnable the possibility of getting up supplies, espocially
foragé for the cavalry, that the generals tegan to spequlate on the
nogessity of drawing back. The ahief quartermaster szid it was the
worst time to mowve traing he had ever sesn, It took 1,000 enginesars
56 hours to get a train of 600 wagons five miles.® 33

The orders for the advance of the infantry, however, were
not countermanded, BEBefore retiring an the night of the 29th, Warren
rrepared the crders which he hoped would enable hia corps to esrry
out the misasion whlch Meade had assaigned it, Aceording to Meade's
dirgctive, thg _V Corps was to foroe the Rebels back into their
fortifications, In amddition, Warren was to reconnciter to the left

to dewvelop the Confaderates' position in the ares adjreent to the
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Claiborne road, Jarren, therefore, ordered his three divisicn
commandars to hold their units ready to resume the advance at 6
ge I, Warren also alertaed them to be on the lookout for 2
Confederate counteratroke, e

On the morning of the 30th, while Warren's ircops were
rreparing to move out, Orant informed Meade:

As Warren and Humphreys advence, thus

shortening their line, I think the former had

better move by the left flank as far as hs can

atretch ocut with gafety, and cover the White

Oak road if he ca This will enablg Shepidan

to reach the ... [Southside Hailre by Ford's

road, and, it may he, double the aenemy up, so

as to drive him out of his works south of

Hatcher's run, 23

Chief of Staff “Webb reported that Grant's letter reached
the headquarters of the Army of the Potomas early on the 30th.
This commmnication was net in complets socord with the one Grant
had gent to Sheridan on the evening of the 29th atating that the
cavalry and ipfantry would "aot together as one army here until it
is 3sen what oan be done with the enamy”, In so far as the
operatione of the savalry were concerned, Orant's dispatch to loads
was "at a deelded variance with the letter to Sherddan of the same
morrdng telling him to leave only such force as he deoemed necessary
to hold the left amd send the remainder back to Humploweys' station.® 36

During tha night, Warren had had time to reflect on the

tactical situation., He did not think it would be advisable to




pursus his advange up the Boydton plank rosd until Humphreys' corps
was able to get into position on his right. (It seemp that while
Milea' soouls had established contact with the V Corpa, his bgttle
1line,. however, had failed to draw abreast of (riffin's division
btafors halting on the 29th,) Warren was also worrded about his
ieft. The corps commarder did not believe he oould extend this
flank "with propriety® until he could obialn some ildea of Sheridan’s
movements. I his left flark divieion (Crawford's) moved forward,
its left Flank would "be in the air", When Warrven sent z message
to hesdgquartera at 5:50 a, m., reporting that hia corps was ready
to wove, he called Chiaf of Staff Webb's attention to these
difficultiss. In conolusion, YWarren remariked that he considered
the posttion then ocoupled by his corps as the best available
unless Meads proposed to agasult the Rebel fortifications at
Burgess' Mill, 7

It waa 8130 a. m, before Warren recsived an answer from
arwy headquartera, Meads replied through his chief of ataff, Jhen
Warren glanced at the message signed by Webb, he recelved acant
satisfagtion, Webb infoermed Warren that CGeneral Meade cdid not think
he ocoeupied as mch of the front as the atrenglh of his corps
werranted, Mesde wanted Warren to use two of his divisions {AyTes'
and Crawford's) %o reconnoiter the Confederates' right. ebb was
unatle to give Werren mmach information regarding Sherldan's movements,




All that Webb conld de in this respect was to state that Cheridan
had bean "orderad to attack or turn the enesy's right"., Yarren,
)n*w. was to act Andependently of Sheriden, If the Rebels moved
out f their breastworks and assaulted Werren's left, the V Corps
wag to counterattaci. In this eventualliy, Meade promised to support
Jarren "with all the available force to be proeured.” 38

In the moantinme, ‘\fiarren and Humphreys had exchanged
messages, At & a. m. Warren informed Fumphreys that ha proposed
to postpons his advance nnt11 such time as Miles' division drew -
abtreast of Griffin'a, Warren expreased himself as hesitant about
sending Oriffin's troops, unsupported, seross the broad opon field
to their front. Since Miles' soldiers had to pass through a heavily
wooded area, Werren felt it would be some time before they drew
abtreast of hie cvorps. ki

Replying to Warren's commnication, Humphreys reported
that his corps was moving ahead slowly through a dense and almost
Ampenetrzbls swanp, In aceordance with Hurren's wishes, Humphreya
stated that he had redterated his instructions for Hiles to
re-satablish contast with the V Corps., Despite Humphreys' effortas,
1t was almost 7130 before Miles' bluecoats moved into position on
Jaerents right £lank, ko

Warren, at 6 a, m., directed Oriffin to heve Bartlett's
skirmish line fael the Confederate fromt, Bartlatt's bluecvats
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were to asgertain if the Southerners had puliled back from the
sarthworks which they had occupled when darkness had put a stop to
the hoatilities. 41

There was a denss fog blanketing the area, so Bartlett
determined to dslay his forced remcnnalssance in hopag that the
atmosphere would clear. It was fortunate for the Federals that
the brigadier made this declsion. About 6:30, when the fog lifted
a little, Bartlett diseovered that the right flank of his skirmiash
Iine wae within 150 yarda of a line of Rebel rifle pits, Tha
aoldiers mannlng the Unlon cutposts decided to see if thay ecould
antice some of the Aebels to desert. Iloaves of bread wers thrust
on bayonets and held aloft. The blueccats then shouted, "Hey,
Johnny! Come over and get soms fresh tread and eoffea;" HNone of
the Southerners took advantage of the offer. *2

A slight demonstration on the part of the bluecoata drew
a heavy fire, Satiafied that the greyelads held the earthworks in
foree, the Unlon skirmishers, having accomplished thelr mission,
foll back a short distance. 2

Following the receipt of the message signed by Chisf of
Staff Webb, Warren, deapite grave misgivings, prepared to carry out
the direstive "to extend ,.. [hig/ line to the left as far as
posgible”, Ayres' division was called up from the reserve and
masged at Mrs, Butler's, Hecomnalssasnee parties were sent out to

axplore the countryside west of the Boydton plonk road, After these
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necesgsary items were attended to, VYarren sent g letter to Meade's
headquarters acknowledging the comminication, Farthermore, Warren
wanted to know what would happen U he extended "his line to the
left as far as posgible, using vtoth Crawford and Ayres", and the
Rebels suddenly flanked him., If this transpired, Warren wondersd
what he would eounteratitack with, s

It was 9:55 before {arren received a reply to this
dispatch., Webb observed that Meade was "very anxicus® to have
Warren cover as mach of the front as possible conaistent with the
aafety of his ecrpa. Meade's intention, Webb wrote, was to have
Aarren deploy Griffin and Crawford to the front, while he used Ayres
to cover the corpe’ left flank. In addition, Meade wanted the 3@
- Permoaylvania Cavalry which was guarding Warren'sa train to report
to army headquayters, At thia time, Meade'’s QHJ. was located at
the junction of the Momk's Neak and Vanghan roads. 5

in the weantime, Warren had received a lsttor from JOeneral
Webb containing information regarding the Confederate fortifieations,
The chief of staff reported that he had recently questioned meversl
deserters and prisoners, From these people, I‘dabh hod learned that
the Confederate fortifications covered the White Ozk road, 46

Ackmowladging Webb's nessage, Warren replisd that the
intelligenos gathered by his scouts eorroborated the information
Webb had obtalned about the location of the Confederates’ main line
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of resistance, Contimming, Warren wrote that two deserters had
stated that the earthworks flanking the Boydton plank road were
strong "with two 1lines of obstructions in front®. These men
reportad that a large mumber of Negroes had spent the Z9th
strengthening these works. Still thinking in defensive terms,
Waryren reported that Crawferd'a troops were throwing up a line of
breastworks near the Boydton plank road, In ease of a repulse,
| darren obaerved, these rifle pits would make & good rallyimg point, b7

This dispatoh was received by Meads at $:35 a, m. Ten
c'olock passed and still Wmrren's corps did not budge, In the
meantime, Captain Cillespie had passed through the V Corps' lines,
Fpom the captain, Warren was able to seoure information concerning
the pdsﬁ.t.‘..an of Sheriden's eavalry. This news was promptly relsyed
to Mapde, It appears that this was the first definite information
that Meade had received of Sherdidan's activities, 48

At 10:15, Warren sent another message to headquarters
oxplaining his delays., Warren told hia supariors of his plans,
Fe would push out Ayres' divialon in colusmn as he had Griffin's on
the 29¢h, If Ayrea met the foe, he was to give battla, Meade was
informed that, if need de, Warren would support Ayres "with nearly
the whole corps and follow up any advantage galned”. In the event
that he was worsted, Warren wrote, he had "a good place to reform
on', Warren admitted that he was "a little slow®, but he belleved




that it was the only way he could keep his "troops working together
and corduct operations with gertainty”. The corps commander
expressed the opinlon that the roads and fields were gotting too
goft for artillery, and believed that Sheridants eavalry would have
trouble operating advantagecusly, 49

At 10:30 a. m., Warren directed Ayres to make a
reconngissance in the direction of the White Oak road, Ayres was
to take hisg divigion and move in a northwesterly direction from
Mrs. Butler's toward S. Dahney's., Az the column felt ite way ahead,
Ayres was to see that hiz scouts maintained contact with the corps’
skirmisah line, which would remain atationary, If Ayree’ troops
encountered any Confederates within a mile of the Boydton plani
road, they wers to attack and drive them back., Ayres was admonished
mot to advance his main force farther than one mile, unless it was
to segure an obvious advantage. The division would take up a strong
position with ita flanks secured. Scouts were to be sent *to
roconnolitar and develop the character of the country and the enemy's
pogition®, Ayres was informed that Sheridan's cavalry was messed at
J. Boigseau's and was examining the Crump rosd. In the event that
Ayres encountersd a saperior forge and cculd hold on, Warren rrontged
10 reinforce him with Crawford's division, For esmmuniocation
purposea, & daachmant of Warren's epoort would accompany Ayres. 50

Orant at this time had a different opinion of what Werren's
plan of operations should be, Writing to Meads, Crant observed:




Yy idea wag that we ghould try to extend

our laft so as to cross the White Oak road,

asy at W, Dabney's, or as near up to the enemy

ag Wwe ean. This would sesm to cover all the

roada up to Ford's roed, bty which Sherigan

might thgn nove and get on to the ,,. /Southaide

Railroagd/, and possibly double up the ;i;ew

and drive him north of Hatcher's Fun,

The Southside Railroad at the peint where it was croased
by Tord's road remained Sheridan's objective.

For informational purposes, Webtb forwsrded Orant's
dispateh to Werren. The chief of ataff reported that Meade, after
exanining Grant'sa meassags, could see no reason for agy change in
the inastructions which he hed already sent to Warren, Webb raported
that Meade hed received "no information of General Sheridan's
novenents beyond the genaral statemernt that GQeneral 3. 13 to turn
the enoay's right.® 52

Warren was slightly perplexsd Ly Crant's and Meads's

messages,. It aseapmed {o Warren that Hnadq. on receiving Crant's
commanioation, should have signified to him whether or not he uns
to extend the left flank of his corps across the White Oak read.
If he wore not to blosck the White Oalk reoad, Warren would have liked
to know just how far his left was to move out, Had Warner been in
commnieation with Orapt, he probebly would have scught to obtain
definite inforEation on this subject, -7

By 11530, the signal corps parsonnsl sucoesded in extending

the fisld telegrsph to Warren's eommand post, The tranamlasalon of
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mossages between Heade's and Warren's headeuarters was gresgtly
expedited,

In an effert to cleavify the matter, Warren, at noon,
addressed another communication tc Jeneral Webb, After
acknowledging the receipt of the dispatch encloaing the one from
Orant, siarren immuired about Meade's statement that there wes "no
regson to change his previous orders"®., Warren pointed out that
doade had "never sald definitely how far ... /hg/ was expectsd to
extend nor the objeot desired™. "Ceneral Crant®™, Viarren cbaserved,
"is definite on both points, and if I am to attempt ... [to block
the White Oak road/ myself at all hagards I don't shrink from it.®
Yarren thought that perhaps General Humphreys, if required, might
be able to cooupy part of the front ccoupied by the V Corps. The
gorpe comaander kmew from bitter sexperience that he should extend
his "lef't toward the White Oak road with atrong foree ani precsution
against an attack from the enemy". Warren informed Webb that he
had seen Sheridan, and the cavalry leader had ordered a division
to the White Oalt read. This, Jarren believed, would greatly
simplify his scheduled movement. H

General Warren evidently was ammwyed ty the vaguensss of
his orders. According to the word he received from Msade's
haadc';wtera.-l:e waa to extend his left and keep it well guarded o=
that was all, Grant, however, wanted Warren to shift to the lsft
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and support Sheridan's cavalry in an attempt to turn the
Confederates? right. Warren was able to infer mere from Orantla
dispateh than Mesde's., This disposition by ¥arren to know the
¢bject and extent of a movement directed by his supericr officer
waeg definitely = fault in his military charactsr.

Meade was more patisnt than Warren, 4n examlnation of
the correaspondence which paased between Grant and Mecade on the 20th
indicates that the sommander of the Army of the Fotomae lnew very
lAttle of the llautonant general commanding's master plan.
Fupthermore, it should be observed that at moon Yarren had met
Sheridan. The cavalryman, at this time, told Warren that one of
his divisions was scheduled to move morth to the White Ozk road. 7

Shortly thersafter, Grant forwarded to Maade some
defirite informetion regarding Sheridan's acti.vi_.t.iss. Crant reported
that the cavalry sent out by Merritt had encountered the
Confederateoa in considerable foras. The Emmatad patrols, as
they advanced up the Uinwiddie and Crump roads, found the White
Qak road covered by the Rebel troopers. Pushing ahead, the Union
cavalrymen wers reported to have seized Five Forks. (Coples of
this message were aiao sent to Humphreys and Yarren.) %

Yot, as late as 2 p. m., OGrant refused to copmit himgel?!
on the degree of eo-opearation that should exiat between lcade's
Anfantry and Sheridan's eavalry. At that hour, the general
telegraphed the President, who was at City Polnt:
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I undeprstand the rumber of dead left by
the ensmy yesterday for us to bury was mch
greater than our own dead. The captives were
larger than reported also, amcunting to about
160, This morning our troops have all been
pushad forward, and row oceupy a line from

what you see marked on the nap as the Crow

house acrosa the Boydton plank road north of

where the Quaker road intersects i%t, Sheridan's

cavalry is pushing forward toward the White

Qak road, and I think thia afternoon or

themorro m?; pagh on to the .., [Southaide

Rallrcad/.

As if Warren were net having encugh troubles with his
left, the badgered gemeral could not ignore his right., At 131:20
a, M., darren received a dispatoh from Humphreys. The commander
of the II Corps informed wWarren that, at the moment, his line of
battls extended "in a straight line past the Crow house" to the
V Corps' right. Humphreys stated that he had directed Mott's and
Hays! skirmishers and thoae on the right of Miles' division to see
if thay could reach Hatcher's Pun, Congequently, Humphreys wanted
to khow Aif Warren internded to move forward. »

In reply, Warren pointed out that, as the Confederates
were reported to be strongly entrenched, he would be unable to
advanee up the Boydton planik road. 7The regiments on his extreme
right, Warren commented, had been rafused for the want of a
connection the previcus evening, These organizatlons would be
able to co-operate in Humphreys' advanee, General Yiles, Warren
contimied, hed his permission to dake any adjustments in thia

soctor that he thought practicable, 59
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Throughout the morning, Jarren had been so busy receiving
dispatehes and giving orders that be had been unable to leave his
command post, After sating lunch, /arren decided to visit the
front. Proceeding up the Quaker read, #arren reached J. Stroud's
Jjust as Bartlett's skirmishers started to move forwsrd. FPrior to
Zgrren’s arvival, Jriffin had ceen told by his swouts that the
Confederstes were pulling back, In the face of ilumphreys' advance,
the Scutherners had determined to abandon their advance line of
outposts in the Durgess' Mill sector. To take advantage of this
sltustion, Oriffin authoriged Bartlett to advance his skirmish
line, 60

Following this Confederate pull kback, a perscnal
reconnaigsance convinced Wdarren that Oriffin's battle line could
row eross the open flelsd in safety. In additlon, an advace
would enable the ¥ Corps to gain peaseasslen of the polnt where the
Dabney's MAll road debouched into the Boydton plank road. Thia
would be an important gain because 1t would facilitate comminication
between the I1 and ¥ Corps. Warren acecordingly directed Lriffin
to advance his battle line, 61

Griffin immedistely relayed this informatlon to his
rigade commanders, Within a few mimates, Rartlett's line of
battle, closely supported by Gregory's irigade, moved up the

Roydton plank road, On the right, Milss' blueccats likewlse [orged

29




ahead, Within z few mimites, ths Federals were able to ocecupy the
field fortifications regently held by Johnson's cutposts., Having
gainsd their cbjective, the Northarners halted and tock cover, &
Rebel battery mounted behind =2 parapet near the Burgess house
hgmmered away at the asdvancing Yapkees with shot ard shell, Two
Unton artiliery units {Battery B, 4th U. 3. amd Batteries D and G,
sth U, %.) emplaced at the junction of the Boydton plank and ZJuaker
roads returned the buttermut cannonesrs' fire. HNo opposition from
the Rebsl infantry was encountered by Griffin's troops. 92

Ag =zoon as his mon had galined the abandoned rifle pitas,
Warren rode forward, Training his fleld giasssa on the Confederate
main line of resistance, Warren foumd that the fortiflcationa
covering Burgess® Mill "were well loecated and construeted, and
defended bty infantry and artillery", The timber had been slashed,
and where there were no irees, an “abatis had teen laid". €3 It
wag apparent to YWarren that any ferther advance bty the Fadersls up
the Roydton plank road would be fiereely contested,

There was mo further aotion along Oriffin's front antil
late in the afternvon, At 4 p. m., Colonel Byman's North Carolina
trigade woved out of the fortifications. Driving in the Union
skirmishers, the Rebels launched a gharp gttack on Bartlettls
battle line. Assisted by the fire of the two regular batteries

posted at the jJunction, the blueccated infantry easily beat off




. thig sortie, Several prisoners wers captured by the Federals,

One of thege, 3 member of the Bhtﬁ North Carclina, told tha Yankees
that Byman's brigade had moved into the Burgess’® Mill sector
during the morning. TFollowing Hyman's arrival, Johnson’s division
had shifted to the right. &

Upon the approach of darknegs, Griffin recalled Oregory's
brizade; Boptlett's troops were left to hold the captured rifle
pits. Returning to the junctlon, Gregory's soldieres camped in the
field around the Stroud house, 65 Griffin's octher brigedas,
Chamberlain's, aspent the day at Lawis'! ferm burying the dead and
eallecting the wounded from yeaterday's engagement., 66

Myrep' division moved ocut about noon to make its forced
reconnalenance toward the White Oak road, The routa selsected for
the divisiorny gdvance was the road which led from Mras, Butler's
house on the Bopdton plank road by the Holliday house, This road
entered the #hite Oak road near Halter Butler's residence, which
was a short distance weat of the Claiborne road, Ayres' vanguard
reached Holliday's without encountering awy oppoeition, The
advance brigede, Prigadier General Frederick Winthrop's, crossed
the booming branch of Gravelly Run that was to play =o importent a
part in the battle of White Oak road en the next day. Observing

that his troopa were having considerable difficulty getting across

the rain<swollen siream, Ayres ordered his two other brigades,
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Brigadier Generals Andrew 4, Denhison's and James Guyntsz, not to
ovoas, Taking position on the right bank of the branch, theae two
units, as was the custom, began to entrench, &7
Winthrop'a brigade penetrated to within 600 yarda of the
White Dak road before halting, Skirmishers wers then pushed to
within 400 yards of the road, Captain Horrell with the escort
company sSucceeded in getting astride the road for a few brief
woments, From theilr advanes position in a small clearing, the
Federals were zble to observe the aftermoon's activities on the
White Oak read, The Tankees watched am a strong foree of Rebel
infantry (Picketi's commamd) marched westward toward Five Forkas,
‘then Criffin's troops moved to ccenpy the advance rifle pita
flanking the Boydton plank rosd, the gound of battle came drifiing
in from the sast, TFor a few minutes, the Confederate column
paused hefore pressing on., During this time, Ayres dashed off a
negsage to Jarren reporting that the Rebel Infentry was wmovirg
back toward Burgess' Mill, Warren, in turn, relayed this newe to
Mende's headquarters, 68
After & few mimtes, the Southerners resumed the march.
Shortly thereafter, Captain Horrell's troopers saptured a Rebel
officer, 'ma_f‘onfederate told the Federals that he belonged to
Piokatt's division and was in charge of a wagon traln. Thisa

intelligence was promptly forwarded to Warren, 69
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Reconnoitering the area north of Holliday's farm, Ayres
reported that there were nmo Confederate entrenchments to his front,
Az Ayres interpreted his front, he waa correct when he made this
statement, AL this time, however, the general was gazing out on
the portion of the hite Oak road west of the Claiborne reoad
Junetion. Had Ayres faced north instead of morthwest, he would
have observed that there was a fortified line covering the shite
Dak road to ita Junction with the Claiborne road, At the junetion,
ihe earﬁpﬁnrka veered sharply to the right and oxtended to Hateher's

Run, 70

The news that Ayres' patrols were feeling their way
toward the White Csk rcad west of the Halter Bu#lor house asuged
the Confederates to take aetion. OCeneral lee issued instructions
for Ceneral dJohnson to deploy one of his reglments ocutsida the
works, Yo attack was to bLe made on the FPederals at this time. If,
however, this Union unit proved to be the left flank of the Army
of the Potomac it would bhe assaulted at a later date, In accordance
with Johnson's ordera, the 4lst Alabama moved out of the works,
croased the White Oak road, and took position athwart the Union
lina of advance., Before darkness pat 2 stop to activities in this
sector, the Algbamang were in contact with Ayrea' scouta. 7

' m;; having accomplished his mission, eoversd his front

with a streng line of cutposts and walted for further developmentsz,
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On his right, Ayres' skirmishera were in contaet with Griffin's
plckets. About dusk, Warren visited Ayres' command poat, After
approving Ayres’ dispoeitions, Warren rode back to his headquayters,
which he reached after dark. 7

Crawfordfs troops spent the day strengthening their main
line of resistance which parallelad the Boydton planlk road. The
division's laft flank rested on Gravelly Run and its right near
Stroud's farm, In addition to throwing up breastworks, the trcops
were kept tugy slashing timber., The gunners of Battery D, 1lst Rew
York Light Artillery emplaced their four 12-poumier Napoleons wast
of the Rainay house. They would be able to furnish support to
Crawford's infantry in the ocame of a sudden Confederate onelaught. 73

Rafore the I1 Corps repumsd its advanee on the 30th, it
was reinforced by a division from the Army of the James, In
ageordance with an order from Orant, Ord diregted General (ibbon
to have one of hls divisions cross Hatcher's Run and suppart
Pumphreys® ocorps. Before retiring on the night ef the 29th, CGibbon
had issued instructiona for Ceneral Twrner to have his division of
the ZXIV Corps on the road by 5 a. m, Af'ter crossing io the west
aide of Hatcher's Rmn, Turner would report to General Humphreys, (o4

Promptly, at the designated hour Turner's division moved
cut, After crcossing Hatcher's Hun, Twrner's troops marched to

Dgbnayte M41l, Within one hour after leaving his camp, Turner,
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despite the terrible weather, completed his diaspoaltions. As
directed by Humphreys, Turner posted his command on the pright of
Hays' division. To make room for the soldiers from the XXIV Corps,
Hays' treops closed to the left, Turner's left flank rested on
Dabney's Mill and his right on Hatcher's Run near Armstrong's ill,
Brigadier Cenerasl Thomas M. Harris' and Lisutenant Colonel Andrew
Potter's brigades were deployed into line of battle, Harris'® was
on the left and Potter's on the right, Colonel Willdam B, Curtis’
brigade waz held in reserve, 73

The speed with which Turrer had formed his diviaion
snabled Mumphreys to atart his attack as scheduled, At & 2z, =,
the pewerful Union battle line started forward, A large musber of
skirmishars soreened Humphrays' advance. 7

It took Haya' division about two hours and ons-half to
reach ita cbjaetive -~ the area arourd the J. Crow farm, 3inee
the bluecosts had expected to encountar heavy resistance , thelr
advance had bveen very ocasutious., At J, Crow's, the Yankees found
plenty of evidenee (abandoned gear end supplies) which indicated
that the Relwls hnd harriedly svaeuated this areas during the night,
Having reached his goal, Gemeral Hays pat his troops to work
throwing up breastworks, Two brigades (Melvor's and Olmpted’s)
wara atationo_&'-on the lines, while Smyth's were held in resecve. 77

Onee the troops had started to dig in, Hays told Colonel
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Olmgted to send out a strong combat patrol and gee 3if he could
locate the Confederates! main line of resistanes. Within a short
time, a three.regiment patrol (the 19th Maine, the 184th Pennsylvania,
and the 36th Wiseconsin) moved forward. The Maine regiment, which
was deployed a8 skirmishers, was supported by the other two units,
after advancing about three-fourths of a mile through a belt of
slashed timbers, the blueccats sighted a Confederate strong point.
The soldiers obgerved that this redoubt (Fort Powell), which was
sitnated on the pouth bank of Hatcher's Run, mounted two guns. A
second sarthwork, in which one gun was emplaced, was alsc apotted.
Roth forts were within supporting distance of one sncther, After
ssnding back newa of his discovery, Olmated had the scldiers of
the 19th Maine open fire, The Mainemen had previously occupied
positiona within 300 yards of Fort Powell. Unable to depress their
heavy ordnance encugh to play on the Yankees, the greyclads had to
rely on their small-arms when they returned the Tankees' fire. The
Corfaderatas and the men of the 19th Maine sniped away at one
snother until % p. @, At that hour, the 36th Wisconsin moved
fomard and reliefed the Maine regiment, 78

Turner's troops kept abreast of Hays' battle line as= it
pughed phead. . As the advance contimed, Turner's division found
itgelf aqueesed out of line. The reason behind this development

was the sharp meandsr to the southwest described y Hatcher's Run




in the portion of the channel bLetwsen Burgess' and Armstrong's
mills. Teo avold being completaly arowded out of positisn, Turner's
division was forgsed to eross Hatcher's Run a saeond time, “When
the division helted and entrenched, Harriat! left flank rested on
the stream. On the opposite side of Hatcher's Run was Hays'
rignt flank unit, Melvorts brigade. Potter's brigade on Turner's
right was in contaet with Foster‘®a division, ”
On Hays' left, Mott's battle line worked its way through
a dense belt of undergrowth, The few Confederate pickets encountered
were easily btrushed aside, Mott's troopa drave across the road
linking Dabney's ¥1ill with the Hoydton plank road., A4 swampy branch
of Hateher's Run was also negotiated, After an advance of about
three-quarters of a mile, the division halted and bLegan ta entrench,
The right flank of Plerce's Lrigade was posted west of the Crow
house. Plerce's troops were in contact with Hays' bluecoats. De
Trobriand'a teigade, as on the previous day, waa held in ressrve
by Mott, While Pierocs's and MeAllister's soldiers were busy throwing
up sartivories, De Trobriand was galled upon te furnish large fatligue
detnlls, Some of thess groups were put to work repairing the Dabnay
Mill} road. Others were given the task of cordurcying rosds gnd
" tullding bridges to facilitate the movement of the corps' artillery
to the front. o0
Milea' diviaien with three brigades (Ramsey's, Madill's,
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and Seattts) deployed intc line of battle had a rough time
working its way throuszh thelthick woods and dense underbrush,
Egoh of the brigade commanders covered his front with skirmishers.
During the night, Ransey's brigade on the left had lost contact
with the V Corps. It was 7:30 a, m. before Ramsey's unit was able
to re-establish ligdtson with Warren's aoldiers on their left, At
9 g, m, Miles' troops reached the Dabney's Mill road, iere, the
division halted, while the trigade commanders re-formed their unite.
Since Milea' battle line was now abreast of “arren'a, it would be
very dangercus to procead farther without a gorresponding movement
on the part of the V Corps. Warren, however, refused to budge,
Artillery was now brought forward. The four l2-pounder Napoleons
of Battery E, 4th U, 5, light Artillery were unlimbered at the
junction of the Boydton plank and Quaker roads, The cannoneers of
Battery ¥, 1lst New Hampshire emplaced thelr four 3J-inch rifles a
short distance to the left of Battery K. °F
General Miles employed his other wrigede, MNugent's, on
fatigue detnils, Large detachments were drafted from Nugent's
command and put %0 work corduroying the roads, 52
Daring the morning, two Confederate deserters surrendered
to Milga' soouta, When escorted to the general's command post,
the southerné;; stated that they belonged to Sealea’ North Carolina

brigade. (At this time, Soales was siok, snd Hyman was in charge




of the unit,) The two soldiera informed the Federal officers that
their brigade had been pilled out of the Petersburg lines long
bvefore daybresk, After wrossing Hatcher's Run, their organization
had ccoupied the rifile pita covering Burgess' Mill. News of this
interesting development was promptly relayed to Meade's GHQ, 83
Early in the afterncon, Humphreys received instructionas
from Meade to move his corps as olose to the Confederates' main
line of resistance as possible., When this had been accomplished, he
was to entrench his command, Bumphreys would then make an
inspaetion and wotify headquarters bow many troops wonld be needod
to hold the front from the Boydton plank road to Hatcher's Run, S
Az a result of the extensive sgouting ami patrolling
sarried out by his soldiers throughout the morning, Humphreys had
already pinpointed most of the Confederute fortifications,
Humphreoys knew that Hays' and Mott's troops had driven almoat as
close to the foa's works ms possible. If these two unita zttempted
to renew the advanse, it would probably precipitate a general
engagement, Only on the left, in Miles' sector, was there a chance
of moving closer to the Confederate worke without mach fighting,
Humphreys, therefore, isausd instructicns for Milea to push forwsrd
and examine the fortdfieations which the grayetlads had ereoted to

cover the approaghes to Durgess' Mi1l, 8s
Following the regaipt of Humphreys' ordera, Mlles'
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divigion resumed the advance, Covered by a strong skirmish line,
the blueslad line of battle moved relentlagsly ahead through the
thick undergrowth, Since Mott's division held its ground, Milea'
command pivoted on its right flank brigade, Seoti's. On the lef't,
Ramsey's left flank guided on the Boydton plank road. Ramaaey's
aledvmishers (the S%i Pemnsylvania), aa they pushed ahead, forced
the Confederate outpoats to fall back, As soon zs their pickets
had retired, the Southern artillerists opened fire on the blueevats.
Both Ramsey's skirmighers and his battls line were shelled by the
Confederate cannoneera. This bombardrent, however, proved to be
s0 ineffactive that, for practical purpcosss, 1t was uselers. 86

When they moved forward, the skirmdshera covering the
advanse of Miles' center (Hadill's) and right flank (Scott's)
btrigades nlso claphed with the Confederate pickets. The 1llth HNew
York, which was aoreening Madill's units, drove the Rebel
skirmighers across the roasd linkdng J. Crow'as with the Boydton
Plank road. At the seme time, the regiment covering Scott's
advance, the 5th New Hampshire, struck and drove in the Rebel
outpoats, 87

When Ceneral Humphreys learned that Miles' division had
orossed the J. Crow road and was in full view of the Rebel
fortificationa, he ordared the advance stopped. Miles was directed




tos entrench his position., Within a few mimties after the receipt
af this messgge, Milss had his troope hard at work throwing up
!‘art.ifinaw‘.ons. 88

At the time that Hyman's North Carolina trigsde drove in
Griffin's cutposts, the grevolads made a feeble thraat apainast the
left flank of Milea' diviasion., Ramsey's skirmighersz, two companies
of the 33 Pemnaylvania, esasily beat off the attack, Aibout thias
time, Colenel Sectt deolded to relieve his skirmishers, The S5th
New Hampshire was recalled and the 26th Miohigan and the 140th
Permeylvania moved forward, Taking pesition near the Confedergte
fortifications, the sharpshooters from these two regiments saxchanged
shots with the greyclad smipera until darinees put a stop to the
day's hostilities in this sector. 89

Once Mlles' trocps had started to dig in along the Crow
road, the cannoneers of Battery X, 4th U. S, Iight Artillery and
Battery M, lat New Hampshire Iight Artillery limbered up their
piecss. Moving up the Boydton plank road, the gunners pleced their
eight guns in battery near the Rainey house, Just before dark,
Battary B, lat Hew Jersey Light Artillery loft the artiliery park
at the Brown house. Utilising n road opened by the fatigue parties,
the gunners headed for the front. The New Jersey battery emplaced
their fouwr Iz:i;ounder Hapoleons near the Crow house, 90

vwhen Humphreys reportad to Meade at 4 p, m., he anmounced
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that the right flank of the II Corps waa anchored on Hatcher's Run,
at 2 point 400 yards east of the Crow house, The corps’ laft
flank, he stated, rested on the junction of the Boydton plank amd
Dabney!s Mill roads. Scouting parties had located the Confederate
defense line in thils sector, Two lurge redoubts had besn found.
Theae formidable earthworks were about 800 yards in front of, and
oppesite the 11 Corps' flanks. A third strong point, which was at
a greater distance from the Union lines, had been observed, This
work was between the two redoubts, From time to time, the buttermta
had employed the heavy ordnance emplaced in these works against
Humphreys' troops. Bumphreys informed his superior that his line
was "already tolersably intrenched" and could be held by Mott's and
Hays! Idlvislons. This would leave Miles' commard svailable for
any other assigrments which Meade might be contemplating.gl
Throughout the remsinder of the wed aftermoon, the rsin.
drenched men of the II Corpes were kept tusy throwing up earthworks
and corduroying roads. Altogether, 1,300 men were ordered to
report to Captain Charles W, Howell for labor on the roads, The
work on the Dabney*s Mill rosd, which was the corpa lateral line
of commanicailons, was bindered by a shortage of toola. By derk
the fatigue parties from Nugent's brigade had lald only a mile of
corduroy. When informed of this, Humphreys issued inatructiona
for Miles to pat every man he could apare on this preject in the
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norning. In an effort to cheer up the water-soaked troops' lagging
spirits, Hunphreys authorigzed his division commanders to gerd for
whiskey. Humphreys cautioned, however, that he didn't lkww where
they would be able to obtain the fiery stimlant, 92

After covering thelr fronts with a atrong line of outposts,
Humphreys' dilvisinn commanders permitted their men to bivouac,
Sines the corps was camped near the foe, the gentries ware direcled
to sound the alarm in ease of ary umisual firding on the picket line,
Before retiring, the brigade commanders were instructed to have
their troops under arms at 4:730 a, m, After beilng formed, the
soldiers were to remain at their battle stations untdl daylight, 7

Om the morning of the 30th, General Mackenzie's cavalry
divisitm of the Army of the James was tranaferred from Haneook's
atatlon to Humphreys' Station., Later in the day, the cavalrywen
broke eamp for a second time and marched to Monk's Heale Fridge.
Hara, Mackengie'a trocpers were aassigned the task of guarding the
trains of the Army of the Potomae, whioh were parked in the fielda
eaat of Rowanty Creelk, e

Throughont the late afterncon ard avening, the fraguent
exchange of messages belween corps, army, and group headquarters
contimed, At & o'elock, Warren informed Meade that Ayres’'
vanguard was :;n;ar W. Dabney'as and had ths White Oak reoad under
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obaervation, ~jarren now felt confident of hia position, He

raported that his troopz had fortified a line extending from

Griffin's right almost to (Gravelliy Bun, I umphreys could take

aver the front held by Griffin's and Crawford's divisions, ‘Warren

t0ld Meade, he would take his "corps and bloek the “hite Oak road®. 95
Although Warren sent this dispsteh at & p. m,, it did not

reach Meade until 7:30 p, m. Tvidently, the military telegraph

Wwas not functioning properly. Reforse relaying Warren's message to

Orant's headnquarters, Meade gdded his comments, Meade expressed

himaelf as satisfied that Jarren's suggestion waa "the best thing

wa ean do under existing oircumstances -. that is, let Humphreys

relieve Criffin, and let 'Warren move on to the white Qak road and

erdeavor to turn enemy’s right”. As he understeod the situation,

Heade told Orant, Ayres was between the two Dabney farma, and

liable to be iaolated, Ayres would, therefore, elther have to be

supported or withdraw. If Ayres were reinforced by the remainder

of the V Corps, Warren “ought to overcome any opposition the enemy

can maks, except from strong intrenchments”, Meade wrote. 96
In the meantime, Urant had received a mimber of

interesting reports from other sections of the front, Thess

magaages geemed to indigate that General Lase was stripping the

inactive seetors of his front of troops to counter the Unien

threat to hig right. If this were true, Grant knew that some parts



of the Confederate defense iine must be very thinly held,
Accordingly, General Ord amnd the commanders of the VI and IX Corps
were directed to ascertain the feasibility of carrving the
fortifications in their sectora by assault. Both Major Generals
Horatlo @, Wright of the VI Corps and John G. Parke of the IX
Corps reported that it was practicable to storm the Rebel defenses,
Orders were lssued, scheduling an attack on the Pelersbarg
dafenzes for daybtreak on the Jlst, 97
BEvidently, Grant was beginning to despelr of
accomplishing anything decisive in the Burgess' Mill area. After
having alerted Ord, Parke, and Wright to be ready to storm the
works, Orant damhed off a letter to Sheridan., In this message,
Grant.r broashed the ddea of reinforeing Sheridan with a corps of
infantry. Orant wrote, *If your situation in the morning is such
as to Justify the belief that you can turm the enemy's right with
the aszistance of & corps of infantry, entirely detached fyom thas
talance of the army, I will so detach the Fifth Corpa, amd place
the whols under your command for the speration.® fheridan was
asked to let the genaral know his thoughts on the matter. I they
wore in the affirmative, Orant promised to draft the necessary
orders, Shepidan was alse adviaed of Crant'a plen to hurl Ord's,
Parke's, ard “Wight's troope against the Petersiurg defenses. 98
Grant, however, now had a change of heart., He decided

by




to eall off the schaduled assgult. In notifying Meade of this,
Oprant stated that Parke and Wright were to "wateh their fronts and
go in if the ensmy strips to attack ocur left", Ceontlmuing, Crant
informed Measda that he had "protiy mich made Qp ... M mind on
the course to pursue[}?-af&‘stn Grant's plan to uge the V Corps to
suppert Sheridan's thruuﬂ » and will inform you in the morning
what it 1a." In the meantime, Humplreys ard Warren were ‘o "secure
their presont position amd awglt further orders®, 93

Moade's measpage smiorsing Warrents plan to turn the
Rebel right reached Opant's headguarters before the liesatenant
general commanding sent the telsgram directing that !-hmphreya and
Warren ”m@e their present position and awalt further orders®.
Consequantly, Grant added a postsoript. Humphreys was to relieve

Oriffin's division, which in turn waa to nove to the left, Warren

was to "get himself strong to-night". 100

Orant's telegram was in Meade's hands at 5335 p. n.
Meade immediately wired Humphreys his instructicons. The commarder
of the II Corps was to have Miles' division relieve Griffin's
troopy and tha units from Crawford's division that wers holding
the fortifications covering the Boydton plank road., One of Mott's
brigades would support Miles' shift to the left, % Shortly
thereafter, a commnicetion wags sent to Warren Anforming him

that Humphreys had besen ordered to relieve Griffin and the troops




ocoupying "the return on the Boydton plank road". After Criffin's
troops were pulled out of the lines, they were to be sent to Jyres’
support. Warren was o hold his "corps ready o attack and awalt

further orders". 197

Next, Meade acquainted Grant with the steps he had taken
to implement his superior's ingtruections. Ile infermed Grant that
he had not asaligned Warren a gpecifie miasaion, Meade had inferred
from Grant's telegram that the lieutenant gereral commanding weuld
do this. 103

Replying to Meads, Grant wrote, "™our orders to Warren
are right, I do not expect to advance him in the morning. I
suppoged, however, that he was now up to the White Osk road. If
he ia not I deo not want him to move yp without further orders.” 104

Ag yet, Orant had refused to take Megde into his
confidence., As demonstrated bty his latter to Sheridan, Grant was
already thinking seriously of sending the V Corps to Sheridan,

The commarxiing general, however, maintained a digereet silence on
this subject in his commnications with Meade, 07

About 9:45 p. n,, Crant received an important mesaage
from Sheridan Iinforming him of what had transpired on the extreme
left during the aftermeoon, Sheridan reported that Plcketi's
division was ;;plmsd along the White Oai reoad - its right at &
Five Forks and its left extending towmd Patersturg.

Thias information zonvinced Orant that Warren would not
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have the esvelry support, whieh.ha hed been lad to expact, on hia
laft flank. Sheridan’s troopers would be fully oceupled with
Pickett's soldiers, Warren, therefore, would have to be advised
of this development and alerted to watch his left flank closely.
After edding these comments, Grant forwarded Sheridan's commanicstion
to Meade. 107
A fow mimatea later, Grant gent a supplemental telegram
to Maade's headquarters. Orant obgerved that with the Confederates
on the Whita Osk road and tha Federal cavairy at J. Boisseau's, 1t
was not "improbable' that the Southernsrs would launch an attack
in the morning on Warren's left, Orant, therefore, had issued
mstmctions for Sheridan to be prepapred to push to Warren's
assistance if he were attacked, Contimding, Grant wrote:
Warren, 1 suppose, will put himself in

the best possible position to defand himmelf,

with the noties he hag plready recelived; bat

in adding toe this T think it will ba well to

motify him again of the position of Sherldan’s

cavalry, what he reports the enemy's position

on White Dak road, and the orders he haa

recalved,

If the Rabels spized the initiative, Urant thought it
would be a grod idea for Neasde to direcet Humphreys to halp Warren.

?

Humplreys could do this elther by sending reinforcements o Warren
or by going over to the attaak on his own front. 108

Befors receiving Urant's sscond telegram, Meade forwarded




a copy of Sheridan's message to Warren., In addition, the peneral
obgerved that, in view of the intelligence obtained by Sheridean,
1t would be necasaary to alert Ayres. Neade alsc wanted Ayres
reinforaed "without delay, as the snemy may attack bim at daylight®,
The ecommandsr of the Army of the Fotomac presumed that Warren
would use Crawford's division to support Ayres, 109

Meade, when he sent this message to warren, failed to
include Orant's sndorsement to Sheridan's original letter. Grant
had commented, "varren will mot, from this dispateh, have the
cavalry support on his left flank that I expected, This information
had better ba sent to him, with instructions to waich Slosely on
his left flank." This omizsion on Meade's part was to have

110 Nor, so far as Jarren was concerned,

important. repercussions.
did Meade take notice of Grant'a supplementary order that “arren
be informed "again of the position’of Sheridan'’s cavalry, what he
reports the enemy's position on the wWhite Oal road, amd the ardera
he hag recsived,” 2

Only one mere message was sent to Warren from Meade!'s
headquarters on the 30th, At 10:35 p. m., Chief of Staff Webb
informed Warren that Griffin's division would be relieved as soon
as possible, —General Humphreys was to contact “arren as soon as

Miles' division bad started for the Boydton plank road.




Replying to Orant's mupplemental message, Heade reported
that he had sent a copy of Sheridan's dispatch to arren. Meade
gtated that Warren had been alarted "to put iyres on his guard, a8
he rmight be attacked at daylight", Crawford was to move immediately
to Ayres' asslatance; Griffin was to take position within
supporting distance as scon as relleved. By daylight, Heade
reasoned, Jarren "should have his whole corps in hand resdy for
the defensive or offensive, and ought to be secure in either
eontingency, particularly as he cen always fall back on Hamphreys".,
Meade, however, could not bring himgelf to belleve that the Rebels
would be able to agsemble a foree large encugh to do the powerful
¥ Corpa any haz:m. In closing, Meade observed that Warren had been
given '"nc orders to advance, but simply to strengthen and secure
his positien®, The V Corps would not be ordared to take the
inttiative unleas Grant gave the word, 113

At 11 o'oloﬁk. following the receipt of Heade's order to
reinforce fyres, Warren drafted a set of instruotions to govern
his corpa’ movements in the morning. At daybreak, Ayres wka to
reinfores his sdvancs brigede (Winthrop's) with his entire division.
Crawford was to hold his command ready o support fyres. As soon
as it was relieved by Humphreys' corps, Griffin's division waa to
nove down the”;ioyd‘bun plank rcad and Join Ayres, 134

In the meantime, Humphreys had been informed of the




decision to use part of his corps to occoupy the position currently
hald by CGriffin*s divigion, it 8:50 p, m., General Webb telegraphed
Humphreys that he wag to have Hiles' division relieve Oriffin'sg
bluselads, One of Mott's brigades wonld he used to mxpport. Miles,
Humphreys would see that this order waa executed as soon as

possitle, 135

Humphireys quickly drafted and distributed to his diviaion
comuanders a set of instructions caloulated %o implement this
direetive, Hays was to call up his reserve trigade (Smyth's)., All
of Hays' troops were to be placed on the front line. The left
flank of the division would then be sxterded to the left and part
of the breastworks held Yy Mett's division oocupled. Hays!' soldisrs
would .also take the responsiblliity for holding the picket line
currently held by Mott's men, Onece Hays' tiwops had relieved hias
right flank units, Mott was to shift his division to the laft,
¥ilas' diviglon would be relieved. Two of Hott's Wrigadea weps to
occupy the trenches from Haye' left to the Boydton plank road,
Miles' troopa, in their turn, would relleve Criffin's division and
khold "the return on the Eoydton plank rosd”, One of Mott's brigades
wag o support Mlles! left flank. The three division commanders
were glerted fa be ready to carry out their scheduled movements at

daybreal, ne




Next, Humphreys addressed a message to Warrem stating
that he had Y%een dirscted to relieve (riffin with Miles' division,
The ecommandex of the II Corps wanted Warren to glve him a
degeription of the position ccocupied by Criffin’s troops. Since
“arren had retired, the general's adjutant sent Humphreys a sietch

and a description of the works held by Oriffin's command, 1o7
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THF. BATTLF. OF FIVE FORKS

Part IV
The Battle of Dinwiddie Court Houge

The courier bearing Crant!s letter imquiring into the
possibility of placing the V Corps umier “heridan's control reached
the cavalryman's headquartsrs early on the morning of the 3lst,
Replying to Crant's communication, Sheridan confidently stated that
1f the rain stopped and the grourd dried, he bellieved he could
either turn the Confederate right or score a breakthrough. He could
do this 4 he wers reinforced by an infantry corps. Sherddan,
however, wanted the VI Corpep. He obgerved that he "would not like
the FLfth Corps to meks such an attempt.?

Haxt, Sherdidan jJotted off a few lines conecernlng the
gituation in the Dinwiddie Court HBouse ares., His scouts had Just
returned from the front with important news. They had told Sheriden
that the Rebels were busy throwing up btreastworks at Five Forks. |
From the sound of the chopping, the scouts believed that the
fortificetions extended at léast a mile west of the vital eross
.roads. In addition, the noisse made Yy the trains on the Southside
Railz;oad wes_distinetly audible to the Federals., All the trainge
seemed to be westbound. This was welcomed news., It seams that the




Union brass wos afratd lest the Confederates detach troops from
Jehnaton's arwy in Nerth Carclina amkl rush them to Virginia, 3

A mamber of hours elapsed hefore Sheridan's mesaape
reached Crant's command post, ‘hen Grant drafted his reply, he
informed the cavalry leader that it would be impessible to give
him the VI Corps. At the moment, the VI Corps was in the center
of the Unlen line between the Appomsttox and Hatcher's Run.
"Rasides™, Orant contirsed, "Wright thinks he can ge through the
line where he iz, ard it 18 advisable to have troope and a commander
there who feel so, to co-operate with you when you get arcund.”
Grant was willing, however, to give Sheridan the IT Corps instead
of the ¥, If this were agreeable with Sheridan, orders would have
to be issued in the very near future to inswre that Humphreys'
troops would be in position and ready for actlon by the morning of
April 1. Refors Sheridan could answer this dispatch, the gituation
had changed drastically. 2

At 9 g, m. on the 3dst, Ceneral Herritt reinforeed his
picket line, At the same time, Merriit directed Devin to send out
saveral strong combat patrols. These groups were to undertake
forced recomalgsances of the Confedsrate positions covering the
White Oak road. In accordance with Merriti's instructions, Devin
sent Colonel Stagg's Miohigen brigade up the Crump road; Colonel
Fitehugh's trigade was dismounted and advanged up the Dirwiddie




road. Devin's third brigade, Gibbs', was massed at J. Deisseou's,
Cibba' unit could be used to support Stagg'e and Fitehagh's
iroopers in case they wers unable to handle the Confederatss that
they encountared. 3

Davies' btrigade of Crook's division which had been ordered
to the front on the previous aftermoon was alse posted at J.
Hoisseau's, Patrols from Davies' brigade ware given the task of
watching the countryside weat of Chamberlain's Bed., Crook's two
other trigades (Brigadisr Generals J. Irvin (regg's and Charles H.
Smith's) wero haged on Dinwiddie Court louse. Detachments from
these two commands plicketed the Boydton plank and Flat Foot roads,
The crossings of Stony Creek were zlso kept under clome surveillanes
by Creok's troopers. Sheridan's third division, Custer's, puarded
the wagon train which was bogged down somewhers west of Malone's
Sridge.

Fitelngh's and Stagg's troopers had ot advanced very
far up the Dimviddie and Crump roads befors they satablished
contaet with the Confederate cutposta, Dlstovering that the Rebels
held the ‘dln;g ok in foras, Stagg's Michipganders f£el11 back, After

=g L T

ormation to Devin, Stagg established a roadblock

relayine
on the crum;mad. The ground where Stagg formed his Iarigade woe
a short digtance north of Cravelly Run. 5

As soon as his men had croased a lreneh of Chamberlain's




Ted stout one mile southeast »7 Flve Farkg, Fityimgh halted his
txigade. He proceeded to deploy his dizmounted troopers on sither
side of the road. Once his men had taken up - a strong defensive
positicn, Fitzimgh advanced two of his regimenta -~ the 6th Hew
York and the lst U, 5. (The 1st U. 8., an organic part of Gibba'
command, had been temporarily assigned to Fitshugh's Yrigede.)
These two units were able to penetrate to within a ahort distance
of Tive Forks befores being checked. Dwring their advance, the
bluecoaty captured several prisoners. On being questlioned, the
eaptives told the YVankees that Five Forks was "oceupled by Plckett's
division of infantry and at lesst a division of cavalry”. This
disturbing news waz immediately forwarded to headquarters. In
response to Sheridan's instructions. Devin directed Fitglmgh to
hold his ground and open compunications with Davies' brigade which
was operating on his left, A glance at his maps showed Devin that
Fitzhmgh ocosupded "tha apex of a triangle, the left of which was
held Yy Davies' brigade and the right hy Stags’e". 6

In the neantims, one of Davies' patrols had obtained some
interesting information regarding the Confederats movementa. A
company of the lst Yew Jerasy Cavalry led by Captain Sarmel Creig
orossed Chambsrlain's Bed, Pasoing through the Confederste
vedettes, Craig's troopers swooped down upon and captured a Rebel




outpoat manned by infantry. The foot scldiers told the Yankees
that Johnson's infantry and Rooney lee's cavalry divisions were
moving down the opposite side of Chamberlain's Bed toward
Dimriddie Court Houss. If this information wers irue, and the
Southerners were allowsd to contirme their march unimpeded, they
would be able to turn Sheridan’s left flank. ¢

Undloubtedliy, this report cauged cheridan a few unpleasant
momenta, because it indicated thet the Confederates had poured
additional troops into the area. Cince Sheridan had anticipated
the arrival of Rooney Ise's troopera, the informatlon that they
were operating west of Chanberlain's Ded probably did not tother
him very mueh., Sharidan, however, was troubled by the nows that
Johnaon's troops had reinforced Plokstt., Thae cavalryman had not
caleulated on this turn of events, Sheridan did not kmow, of
course, that only two of Johngon's brigades were serving with
Piokett. Now, to make matters worse, the [oe.had apparently
geiged the initiative, Instead of attacking, the aggressive
Sheridan would have to use all hiz skill to cheak the Confederate
effort to cutflank his cerps.

To countey this Rebel threst, Sheridan deternined to
commit Crpookls- division., The extensive reconnaisssnwes carried
out by the Federals had revealsd that there were two romis that




orossed Chemberlain's Bed and gave ready access to thelr lef't
flamk. A short distance above the upper crossing, Chamberlain'’s
Ped branshed, The west fork, known as Dear Swamp, was crossed Yy
the Sectt road which commected Five Forks amd Litile ®ve Forks.
Since it was presumed that the Confederates were advensing along
the ~“cott road, the Federals, if thay were to hold Dinwiddie Gourt
House, would have to cover the two lower crossings (Danse's and
Fitggerald's)., Davies' brigade which was already at the front
was pushed wostward from J. Boissemu's. Reaching lewis' farm,
Davies formed his brigade in the field east of Dange's ford. The
24 Pattalion, lst New Jersay Cavelry led ty Major Walter R.
Robbins wms sent aoross Chanberiain's Bed, Rolbins' troopa were
to ”je 1f they could locate the Rebel column reportedly advancing
along the Scott rovad, Davies mamned a line of outposts covering
the approaches to the ford with Major James H. Hart's tattalion of
the lst New Jersey. °
Qenersl Smdth's trigade was mshad from Dirwiddie Court
House to the point where the Ford Station road orossed Chamberlaln's
Ped at Fitxgerald's, This was about ome mile south of Danse's ford
which was guarded hy Dovies' troopers, ' After he had deployed his
conmand, Smith gent tho 2d New York Mounted Rifles across the
stream, To insure that Smith would have a tixzely warning of the




approach of the Confedorates, the New Yorkers estabilshed a pioket
line several muxired yards west of the ford, g

Gregg'a, ona of Crook's three trigadea, was held in
regerve, Taldng their station at the junction of the Adama and
Prooks roads, Gregg's trooners were roady to move to the asglstance
of Davies and Smith in case they were nesded, 0

After having made these dispositions, Sheridan falt
confident that ho would be able to sope with the situatlon,
Sheridants main line of resistance now faced wes?! insteed of north.
Fitghugh'a btrigade held the right on the Dirmiddie rosd, Smith's
the left st Fitsgersld's ford, and Davies' the center at Danse's, Stagg's
rigads, on the Crump road, guarded Fitglugh's rear: whille Oregg's
and Oibbs' umits constituted 2 strategic reserve, So certain of
his position was the cavalry leader that he declided mot to order
up Cugter's division at thia time, =

The news that Rooney lae'a and Roaser's divisiona had
reached Pive Forks during the night determined Pickett to press on
towsrd Dimriddie Court House, Plolett quickly matured a well
thought out plan of operations, BRetween deybtreak and 10 a. m.,
Pickott was able to complete his dispositions,

A ghort distange acutheast of Five Forks, Manford's
cavalry divia_i:m took up its battle station astride the Dlrwriddle
road, Strong detachments from Manford's divialon were posted on



the Crump and Gravelly Run Clurch reads. Manford's mission was Yo
hold the “hite Oak road and pin the Federal cavalry in position
Jhile the remainder of Plokett's task foree turned Sheridan’s left.

Spearheadsd Ly Rooney lee's and Rogser's cavalry,
Pickett's infantry marched southward from Five Ferks, The Scott
road seyved as the Confederate line of advance. The Southerners
crossed Bear Swamp nesr the £, P. Scott farm. Chamberlain's Bed
protected the exposed left flank of the greyclad column as it
mished ahead, Tn spite of the wsather and mnger, the cavalyry vwss
in exssllent spirlts. Fits lee was in charge of Rooney Lee's and
Rogser's divisions. The infantry, toos, were alert and full of
fight, At little Five Forks, the Rabels turmed ints the Ferd
Station road. Pickett planned to recross Chamberlain's Red at
Fitzgerald's and Dange's fords and assedl Sheridan's left flank.
As soon ac Manford heerd the sound of Pickett's guns, he was to
launch a frontal attack on the blueccats, 12

After arossing Chambsrlain's Bed, Hoblbine' patrel found
that the road leading to Danze's ford was wiprotected, DPefore
procesding, Rotksne detached thres of his compandes (K, L. end )
and had them establish a readblock. Accompanled by Compary H,
Robbins rode down the right bank of the stroam an far as
Fitageradd's ford, Here, Robhbins confervad Mviefly with General




Smith, The gereral told the major that hisz seouta had not yet
seen any Confedergtes, FHobbins then retraced his steps, picked up
his troopers holding the roadblock, and recrossed the stream, The
troopers werse dismounted and thelr horses szent to the rear. Next,
Robbine put his men to work btuilding breastworks of fence rails.
Hardly had Robbins' trvopera completed the barricade bafore they
heard the eraakling of gunfire from the direetion of Fitzgerald's
ford., At this, the cavaliymon took cover, They then anxiously
walted for the buttermts to appear,

The resat of Davies’' brigade, with the exception of Hart's
battalion, was posted in a fleld sast of Dange's ford, iAfter
Rothing' troopors had slowed the Confederate sdvance, Davies
plammed to counterattack and hurl the foe back into Chamberlain's
Bed, 2

Tt was almeet 2 pe me before Pickett wasz able to complate
his dispositiona. Fite leo, with Rooney lee's snd Roaser's
cavalry divisions, wes to oress Chamberlain's Ped at Fitzgerald®'s
ford; the infantry was to foroe ite way zaroes at Dange's. The
Confsdarate attack, however, was poorly coordinated, lee's
{roopers were able to gat into position first., Instead of waiting
for the infantry, FTitz Lee attecked lmmedistely,

I.ee_'; vanguard (Fosser's division) established sontaot
with the plcket line held Ly the 2d New York Mountad Rifles as it




felt its way toward Fitzgerald's ford. Fighting a skillful
delaysng action, the New Yorkers retired across the streanm,
Ceneral Smith loaprned thrt his cutposts were engaged, =0 ho
prepared to defend the ford. ‘hen the cavalrymen of the 2d New
Tork recrossed the water course, they wers diamounted, ’I‘h§ éth
Dhic, likewiss dismounted, moved into position alongside the New
Yorkers., Taking cover, the Unioniats opened fire on the
Coni‘ede:_'nte eavalrymen when they appsared on the opposite bank.,
Unable to lreaal the fire of the r.epaatim sarbines, the greyclads
recolled,

To exploit this temporary suceess, Genaral Smith sent a
btattalion of the lat Maine across the creek. The Meineman reached
the right bank without diffieulty, Dut s soon as the battalion
had deployed and started to advance, it ran into trouble.
Imcountering a powerful Confederate battle line composed of both
mounted and dismounted troopers, tho bluscoats were hurled back in
confusion. The panic-stricken men either gought refuge among the
nlad horses" or plunged into the neck-deep stress,

Roonay lee's and Roaser's t-r:'oopers pregased forward hard
on the heels »f the fleeing Yankees. 7o capitalize on ths
confualon angeimiered Ly the rout of the Maine battalion, the
Rabéladidmtpmsotoremupwhanﬂmymchadthebank.
instead, they surged across the oreek with such recikless abmxlon
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that aseveral of the men were drowned, Oaining the east bank, the
Corfederates sent the Zd New York Rifles anxxi the 6th Chio reeling
baek, Within a matter of moments, the greyclads had caryed out »
shollow btridgehead., To save his position, Ceneral Smith ealled up
his reserve —— the 13th Ohic and the two remaining battalions of
the lat “aina, These tuwo units were hurriedly dismounted and
deployed. The Dhicans took position in the weods on the right of
the road; the Mainemen were stationed in the open field cn the left
of the :*f:ad. Realizing that time was of the essence, Smith
countarattacked ag soon as the two regiments wers formed, Az the
fresh battle line advanced, the officers of the 2d New York amd
the Sth Ohio rallied thedr men, Once thess two units had been
re-formed, they Joined in the charge. Smwith's bluaccated brigade
mwept forward and strck the Confederates before they could get
organiged, Thiz time, the Rebels broke and fled. Befors they
ware able to pegain the weot bank, the Southarners had saffered =
taonsiderable losa”, Among the Confederate casualties was General
Roasgey, who hed been wounded alightly, 4

Sherdden, as was @ be expected, was olated by Smith's
roscunding success, At 2:30 he dashed off a message to Grant,
The Lleuntenant general commending was informsd, "W. H. F. lse
attacked Smith's trigade, of Crook's division, on Chamberlain's




Creek, and got clsaned out, T will now atizck him and push the
Fiwgt Cavalry Division [ﬁévin'g? against their infantry line.®
Sheridan also reported that Major Ceneral Hobert F, Hoks's division
and three of Picketi's brigades weroe at Tive Torks on the night of
the 30th, (The cavalry commander wuz badly whstaken when he
reported that loke'’s division was at Five Torks. iHoke's division
was in North Carolina.)} Osnaral Taevin's division, Sheridan stated,
was in contact with the Une of outpoasts covering the Sebel
infantry's Five Forks encampments. (Sheridan was wrong again., At
this very mimate, Plcketit's infantry was preparing to foree its
way across Chamberlaints Fed at Danse's ford, It wag Manfordla
digmounted trocpers that Devin's patrols had spotted rear Flve
Forks, 13

Pollowing this amashing suceese, Ceneral Smith used his
entire brigade to cover Fitzgerald's ford. The irocopers were
dlamounted and Wwreastworks, tuilt of fence ralls and any cther
materisls tha® were at hamd, erected. There wes no further
excltenent at this podnt until %:30 o'elock, At that time, the
groyolads emplaged & four-pun battery on the opposlte aside of the
strean. Once they had unlimbered thelr pleces, the Redel
canmoneers begen to hammer away at the Federals with shot amd

shall, Shortly thereaffer, Smith learned that “ickett's infantry,




whigh hsd forced its way across Chamberlainta Bed at Dange's ford,
wee approaching, YWithout a moment's hesitation, Snith made a few
changes in hia dispositions and prepared to deal with this threat
to his right flank, 18

When Censral Crook learnad that the Confedsrates had
stormed soroas Chapberlain's Bed at Fitzgerald's ford.l he prepared
to rush reinforcaments to Swith's assistance. Sinee no febels had
appeared at Danse's ford, Crook ordered Genursl Davies to support
Smth, Davies would Isave Robbing' batialion to hold the ford.
Since the rood was impasssble for mounted troops, Deviea'
pavalrymen left their horses bahind when thay sarched, As soon aa
his commard had started for Fitsgerald's ford, Davies rode ahead,
The general wanted to find cut how thinge were goling with Smith's
command. By the tims Davies reached Fitsgernld's ford, Smith's
troopers had crushed the Confederate hridgehead. Davies, seelng
that his comeand's services were not needed, wheeled his horge
atout. Whon the genarzl encountered thas hesd of his mud.-spattered
column, ha ordasred the troope to countermsreh, An air of argency
was added to the situation when heavy firing suddenly troke out in
the direstion of Danse's ford, This nolse eculd mean only ons
thing -~ the (onfederates hod attacked Hobbins' battalion, The

troops, &t a word from the general, moved off on the doubla, 17




Shortly after the trigsde had started for Fitagerald's
ford, Tobbins! agouts reported that a strong force of Rabel
infantry was apmoaching, Moments later, the Confederate vanguard
(Corse's Yrigode) attacked ard drove in Hobldns' plekets. General
Corae then formed his trigade snd moved to caryry the crosging.
dnila the Southerners had the advantage of mumbers, this was
partially mllified by the strong defensive position held hy the
tluseonts. Hegides #{ming rrotooted by reastworks, the Yankees
. were. deployed on lower groumi. Coerse's tuttermuts hed ¢o rass
across the akyline to get at the Federals. Consequently, Fobldns’
troopers were able to throw hack the indtial Rebel onalaught,
Undasunted, Corge prepared to turn the Yankess' flarke,. ¥While &
strong detachment of Corse's Virginians feigned another frontal
attack, strong combat patrols infiltrated the woods to the right
and left of the road. One of these groups sucoesded in fording
the stream abtove the arossing. Presslng forward, the patyold
encountered the line of outposts manned Yy Hayrtls Hew Jeraay
battalion, Hart's trocpers wers sasily trushod aside Ly the
rugged Rebal infantey. Simadtoneoualy, Corse's soldiars renswed
their attack on HobMns' battalion, Hobbins' trcopers grinly held
their ground until the greyclada had closed to within 15 yards.
With his flank twned and his men unable to check this powerful




frontal assmlt, Major Hobbdns abandoned all hopes of tolding the
ford. He shouted for his men to fzll back, As the cavalryman
started to pull back, all thought of discipline vanished. It was
evary man for himgelf as the battalion came pouring back out of
the bottom, 18

Davies' brigade come up Just as the lonfederate infantry
atarted to flood acrogs the ford., The troopers, not used to
marohing, were badly jJaded. In an affort to contain the bridgehsad,
Cavies threw his comaandd into the fray. The 10th New York was
formed into line of battle astride the road, Major Fobbins mow
succeeded in rallying a portion of his commend. The ro-formed
batta;jnn took position on the Hew Yorkers' left. Corse's
Virgintans attacked the roadblock immediately. After dulivu‘im
two or three volleys, the New York regiment fled. Major Robbins'
betteraed battalion was left Yo cover the New Yorkers' "shameful
retroat”, Preasing on, the Confedarates came close tc capturing
the btrigadds "led horses®. At the last mimte, the horseholdera
suooeeded in saving the mounts. 17 _

Davies' twigade had failed to oheck the Confederste
advanee. AS scon as Corge's troops had established a Txridgehead,
Pickett sent-his other four infantry btrigades wading across
Chamberlain'’s Bed. To save his Iaigade from being out to pieces,




Davies gave orders %o fall back to the Adams road. The general
hoped to reorganize his batlered command at that point, Colonel
Hugh H, Janewsy was directed to cover the reireat with the lst and
zd Battalions of his lat New Jarsey Cavalry. Janeway hmrriedly
deployed his two battalions agross the Dapsge's ford road, Davieas!
troopers, after passing through Janeway's command, headed for the
previously demignated rendesgvous. One of Colonel Stagg's Michigan
regiments, whish had bean rushed to Janewsy's support Ly General
Devin, now mat in an appearance. The Hichiganders moved into
position alongside the New Jersey unit. 20

There was very little sctivily along Devin's picket line
until 2 p. m. The Confaderates precipitated what 1ittle action
there was along $he Dimviddie road, To cover the march of Pickett's
flanking column, Munfoprd sent out several patrols. These groups
carried out their assigrment so successfully that the Federals kept
their attention fooused on the White Oak road. Devin's soouts
failed to plok up any intelligence of Plcekett'a march down the
west side of Chaxberlain’s Bed, When Devin learned that Five Forks
was held by Piokett's diviamion reinforced Wiy at least s division
of eavalry, he ordered Mtghugh’s troopers to fall back. Recressing
Chamberlain's Bed, Fitezhugh's btrigade retired about ons-half mile,
The brigade took up & new position covering the junetion of the




Dirwiddie and Grsvelly Pun Charch rosds. 22
fbout 2130 p. m, Devin's troopers were suddenly alerted

when the sound of hegvy firing came rolling in from the southwest,
Shertly thereafter, Devin received an urgent request from Colonel
Janawny for help. Devin ordered Colomel Stagg to send one of his
Michigan regiments to Janoway's assistance. (Stagg's brigade,
except for the detachment mommng the roadblock on the Cruwp road,
had returned to J. Boissesu's farm.} In an effort to discover
what was happening st Danse’s ford, Devin accompamted the
Michiganders an thay rode toward the sound of battle, Devin,
arriving in the nedghborhood of the crogaing, found Davies!
tronpers "retiring precipitately”, The general immediately waved
the Mﬂicm.gan regimant into poattion alongside Janewny's trcopers,
Hext, he sought o rally Davies' frightened men, Finding that
this was ispossible, Davin ealled for his adfmtant, Msjlor Amasma
E. Dana. Devin told the ataff officer ts haasten to Colonel
Filtehugh's commard post. Dana was 0 order Fiteghugh to move his
trigade tr the left flank and take position on the road leading to
Danse'é ford, One regiment would be left behind to hold the
Dimilddie road, 22

F As spon sa Dana contacted Fitzhugh, the brigade commander

hastened to ecarry cut Devin's instyuctions. The &th New York was
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detached to hold the roadblock, and the buglars wary ordered to
sound “Poots and Seddles”. Fitzhugh's column moved ofy” At & fast
trot, Iaaving the Dimdiddie road, Fitshugh's brigade tupn>d *nto
the road lesding toc Danse's ford. Some confusion enswed when
gtragglors from Davies' bLrigade broke through Fitalmgh's rarks.
Mrally, Pitghugh's troopers caught up with Juneway's hard-pressed
command, In accordance with Devin's orders, itzhugh diswmounted
and deployed his hﬂ.gade. The troopers tool pogition con either
side of the road nesr the "Willioms house, Japewsy's hard-preased
year pusrd then passed through Fitszhugh's ranka. Colonel Janeway
then disbanded hiz group. The Mighigan regimsnt reported back to
Colonel Stagg: Jarewny's troopers rejolned Davies' bwigade, which
was bés.ng reorganised neny J. Boisgesu's farm,

Pregeing forward hard on the heels of Janewsy's rear
gaard, Corse's tuttormats struck the fresh Union battle line. A
tittar sontest onsued, Fitslugh's bluescats ware able to hold
their own. Corse's haretafore iryestihla weop bhed been chegked, 23

The Yankees' jubllation, however, was short-lived.
Vinnford row uu_ml.ttod his divigion., Advancing dowm the Dimiiddis
road, Manford's scouts established contact with the 6th New York,
Before attacking, the genersl diruoted Colonel William A, MYorgen
to digmount several of his regiments, When the officers had formed



thelr men into line of battle, Munford sent Morgan's brdigade
forward. The Confedlexrate assault wave rollad over the New York
roagiment, Part of one of Colonel Stagg's Michigan regiments was
rashed to the Newr Yorkers' zasistanoe, DBetween them, the two
Unmion units were sble to momentarily check Munford'a drive,
Suickly regrouping, the Confederates again drove ahead, ‘The Union
line collapsed, 2

in an effort to get his stalled attack roliing, Pickett
comidtted Torry's trigade, This Ancrement to their strength
enabled the Rebels to extend theixr right fiank, To make matisrs
worgsse for the Yankees, Devin learned that the 6th New York was in
full retreat. Next, a powerful line of Jouthern infantry omepged
from the woods to the general’s front, Devin realised that,, if he
loft Fitzhugh's brigede where it was, it would be annihilated, He,
tharefore, issed instruotions for Fitalmgh to retire, 4t tho sghe
time, Devin called up Stagg's wigade, 23

Covered Yy a strong rear guard, Fitshugh's teigade
retired a short distance, Stagg's Michiganders were filed imto
position on Fitadmgh's left, Pushing rapidly ahead, Manford's
buttermita quickly established contact with Fltshagh's right flank
units on the Dimviddie road. The Federals were able to beat off

Munforv's indtlal thrust. A sedom! attack by the greyclads,




however, was successful, and Fitzmigh's troopsrs fell back,
Devin's defense line had been rendered untenable. To cope with
this new threat, Flizlugh redeployed his entire brigade athwart

the Dinwiddie road. Stagg's Michiganders were left to deal with

Plckett's infantry, 26

Fitghugh's amdd Stagg's brigades were unable to gheck the
Confederate advance, Munford's troopers foreed Fitzhugh's
tlusgoats back, At the same tima, Picketi's infantry hammered
away at Stagg's }Michiganders, The two Union trigades fell back on
J. Boisseau'’s farm, where CGensral Davies was re-forming hia mmaim.
General MNerritt sought to defend thig strategic point. Devin's two
brigades were deployed on the right; Davies plaeced his troopers on
the left. DPatrols were sent down the Adams road, These groups
ware expeatad to open commnicatlons with the Federal troopers
covering the Dimviddie Qowrt House, a7

After driving back Stagp'e Trigade, Plokett moved to geot
pessession of the Adaus road, A combat team was sent through the
wooda. Reaching the vital road, the Confederates set up a
roaddblock. By this edroit move, Plckett had micecesded in isolating
the Unlon forees at Dimviddie Court House from their comrades at J,
Bolasean'a.

Tho patrols sent out by Merritt were unable to get

20




through Pickett's roedblock. To extricata his men from this
possibly dangerous situation, Merritt ordered Devin to take hiz
two brigades (Fitgimgh's and Stagg's) and move across to the
Poydton plank road, In case the foe contimed his push toward
Dirsiddie Court Houge, Devin was to strike him in the flank and
rear. Once he had mustéred his command, Devin procesded to carry
out the first part of Merritt's instructions. Since Munford's
Rebel division was hovering in the aresa, Devin soreensd his march
with a strong rear guard., Though the Corfederates adopted a
threatening attitude, they did not attack. When his copmand
reached the A, Debney farm, Devin formed it into 1line of battle
covering the plank road. The "led horses" were mow brought up,
Devin prepared to advance along the Erooks rosd and establish
gontast with Cibhs! tripade, At this time, Oibbe' Lrigade was
covering the junotion of the Adans and Brooka roads, 20
Davies' Mrigade arossed to the Boydton plank road
ahortly after Dovin's tioopers. Confederate patrols from Munford's
division, both moumted and dismounted, harassed Davies' cclumn,
When Davies reached the plank road, he, as ranking offlicer,
sssumed commars of Devin'a troopa. One of Stagg's regimentz, the
&th Michigan, was sant to check the Confedarate parsuit. Tha
Michiganders easily drove back the greyolad patrols which had been




worrying Davias' men. Next, Davies lssued orders suspeamding
Devin's projected movemant down the Brooks rosd, Instesd, Devin
was told to mareh to Dimwiddie Court House by way of the plank
rogd, It was starting to get dark whan Fitgbugh's and Stagg's
trigades reached Dirsdddie Court House, 1In accordance with
Merpitt's instructions, Devin moved his two brigades to Crump's
farm, where they camped, Iavies' umit also marched to Dlmnwiddie
Court House., Hers, the hWrigade was rejoined by the men with tha
"led horses”, The troopers had not seen thelr horses since they
had besn sent to the rear early in the afterncon. Naviea'
brigads camped for the night on Oreat Cat2all Run near the Kidd
farm, 29
When the foo had first appeared at Fitsgeraldls ford,
Cregg's Pennsylvania brdgade hud been rushed to that point. Oregg
posted his men in sapport of Smith's commend, Smith's troopera,
however, were able to hamdle the situation without calling upon
Cregg for helps About 2 otolook the sourd of heavy {iring began
to drift in from the morth, Shortly thereaftur, Cregg lesrned
that the Confederate infantry had stormed acrogs Chasberlain's Bed
et Dangels ford. Reports reached Oregp's command stating that
Davies' brigade had been umable to check the greyclads' onalaught.
Inmmnof regodving orders to march te his comrades’




reli8f, Uregp alerted his regimentzl commanders to hold their men
ready teo move oh a moment's rotloe. 30

Dogpite the bad news frem the front, Sherddan refused o
throw in his reserves until Plokett had defirdtely committed
himself, The cavalry leader was stlll uncertain of the

Confederstes’ intentions. Dinwiddie Court House sdght be their
objeactive, or they might whoel to the left and drive up the
Boydton plank rosagd in an effort to rell up the V Corps, Sharidan
bided his time until Plckett's vanpuard drove across tho Adamg
roed, This sucoess enahlad tha Scuthernars to isolate thres of
Sheridan's trigades —- Davies', Pitghugh's, ard Stagg's, Sheridan,
hoping to convert this Confederate sucoess into & dizaster,
ordered Merritt to march thess three units across to the Boydton
plank road. If the preyolads pursued, Sheridan planned to atrike
them in the flank and rear. Next, Shegidan moved to organize hia
attacking foree. Gregg's brigade was ordered to rove acrose
sountry and "attack the enany in the flank and rear”. Dewin's
third brigads, (ibba', wns to take position at ths junction of the
Adams ard Brooks roads, Cibbs' troopers were to delay Plokettle
infantrymen in ouse they should strike for Dirnwlddie Court House,
A staff officer wna sent to contact General Onstar. The alde wae
to direct Custer to hasten to Dimdddie Court House with two of
his brigades, Custer’s other Wrigade wuld be laft to puard the

23




train, -

Following the receipt of Sheridan's orders, Gregg's
eager troopers, guided by a ataff officer, rode off in the
direction of the firing, After marehing about a mile, Gregg
nalted his command., The 4th, 8th, and 1éth Permsylvania were
dimounted and deployed into line of battle, There were no
grayclads in sight., The Permsylvaniansg, covered by a strong force
of sidirmishera, worked their wuay eautiously forward, gulded by the
sourd of the hesvy firing, “ithin a few mimtes, the blueclads
sighted Pickett's oncoming battle line. A fierdvs engagement
ensued. <

A short time before Fitzlmgh's and Stagg's troopers had
been driven back on J. Foimgesu's, Gibbs' trigade had taken
position at the junction of the Adnma and Brooks roads. The four
guns mamned by the eamwoneers of Batteries C ard E, &th U, S,
Light Artillery were emplaced on the hill rorth of Dinwiddie
Court Houge, When Gregg's Pennsylvanians moved forward, they
established coptact with Cibbe' left flank companies, Oibba
planned to get im toneh with the remainder of Davin's division
after it had retired to the Hoydton plank rosd, but he wus not
able to do o, 3

As—s;on as wopt of his infantry had reachoed the junotion
of the Minwiddis and Crump roads, Plckett formed his hydgades into




1ine of battle., Covered by a strong force of scirntishors, the
Zabel infantry advenged on Dimviddis Court House. Pickett's
battle line guided its movements cn the Adama reoad. Muanford's
troopers covered the infantry's left flanmk. Withih a few mimites,
Plekettls soldiers wers in coptzot with Gregg's and Glbbs' hard-
fighting troopers. On the Union left, Gregg's Pennsylvanians did
not walt Tor the Tonfederates to cherge. Pressing aheagd, the
Lluaccats hurled Plokett's skirmishers back, In this thrust, a
mamber of prisoners were czptured by the Unlonists, and sent to
the rear, The Yankeen were able to held thedr own for almost two
hours. Finally, however, Plckett's soldiers suceeeded in
dislodging Gibbs' brigsde, The retreat of Glbba' command rerndered
Gragg‘s position untenable. Covered Ly a strong rear guard, the
Federals fell back. *

The combative Custer was overjoyed when a stalf offiver
galloped up and told him to nerch to Dunwiddie Gourt House with
two of his trigudes, In accordance with Sheridan's instructionas,
Colonel W4lliam Wells' Trigade was delached andd lelt to guard the
wagonsa, Aocompanied by Coloneles Alexarder C. H. Pennington’s and
Henry Capehart's brigades, Custer rode forward "at the trot’,

. Upon reaching Dimddie Court House, the head of the column halted
while Custer reported to Sherdidan, The cavalry leader dirscted
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Custer to place his “command in pomition o support axi rellsve”
Crook's division, which wag being forced back Yy the Confederatas.
Rejoining his command, Custer directed Penmington to reinforce
Smith’s brigade st Fitzgerald's ford. Capehart's troopers were 1o
take position on the left of the Adams road. Just as Penmington
woe marshaling his comaand preparatory to carrying out Custer's
{nstructions, one of Sheridan's staff officers galloped up. The
aide told Penmington to deplay his brigsede on Capehart’s right.

By 5:70 p. k., Custer's command had taken position about
one-half mile morth of DMrwiddie Court Fouse, Pemnington's
brigade wis posted a short distance in front of and to the right
of Capohart's. One artillery unit (Battery A, 2d U. S5, IAght
Artiliery) reported to Custer. The cavalry leadsr hed the
artillarigts uniimber their four 3-inch riflas in the field on the
left of the Adams rosd, His dispositions ocompleted, Custer
confidently walted for the Confederates to attask, -7

SwAth's troopers were nbls to hold Fitg lee's comsand at
hay until 5130 o'clock, Immediately after the Confederate horse
artillery atarted to shell his cormand, Smith's scouta reported
that Plokett's infantry was closing in on the brigads, (The
rotreat of Gregg's and Oibba' otumands had uncovered Smith's rear.)
If Smith's bluscoats remained whers they wers, thay would be
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crushed between Picketit's advaneing infantry and Fitg lee's
cavalry. Congequently, Smith ordered his men to fall back.
Lefore they reasched Dimiddie Court House, Smith's trvopers
sighted Custer's battle line, Halting his command, Smith
re-formed hig tarigade on the left of Capehart's unit. 36

As soon as Spith's hrigade pulled beck from Fitzgereldls
ford, Hoonay lea's and Rosser's eavaliry divisions forded
Chepberlain’s Fed., Once the troopars had pained the left bank,
Fitz Lee massod them on the right of Pickett's battls lina, The
Confedarates infantry, after foroing Gregg's snd Gibbs'! units to
Ave way, had resumed its push toward Dimilddie Court House,
Before they had advanced veyry far, the Southermers ancountered a
frash Unlon formation - Custer's division, It was getting late
and darkness was not far off, Yow that Fitg Lee was up, Pickett
detarmined to make one final effort to mimush Sheriden's ocorps.
The infantry wonld attack down the Adams road, while Fitsz lLee
turned the Union left, Munford'a cavalry would gover the
countryeids betwesn the Adams and Doydton plank roads, o7

Uregg's and Gibbs' battared commands had passed through
Custer's lines a few wimtes before the Confederates emerged from
the woods, Gfggg's twigade was posted on the right of Pemnington's
hrigade; 0Abbe' was ment to the rear and rejoined Devin's division




at Crump's farm. When the Confaderates attacked, Picketi's
infantry first aasailed Penmington’s troopers. (This Unlon
command had taken position in advenes of Cuater's main line of
registanoe.; Pemmdngton's brigade gave way. TFalling back,
Pennington re-formed his command on the crest of a ridge on the
right of the Adams rosd. This retreat emabled Pennington to
re.aatpblish contact with Capehart on his left, The greyoelads
failled to follow up their siceegs. Peynington's trocpers ware
given time in which to throw up fence rail barricades. “hen they
did attack, the Confederateas were thrown back by the troopers
holding Custer's reorganized dafenze line, A secord attempt Yy
Pickett's infantry to ntorm the Union position was rlso repulsed.,
Cuctaer's troops then countersttacked srd foreed the Confederate
sidrmtshere to recoil on their line of batile, s

In the mesntime, Fitz lae's cavalry had assailed the
Union left. OSmith's bluecsats, despite heavy loasea, held their
nground under the hotteat fire of which the snemy wns capable®,
losing heavily 231l the while, til nearly dark®. Smith pow laernsd
that his men had shot up all their ammunition. Consequently, he
peymitted them to fa;.l baok, Re-forming on the Adems voad, Smith's
troopers "intinidated the gdvance of the enemy by presenting a

good frent, without a cartridge,* 9




It was now getting wery dark, therefore, Pickett ordered
the atiaole suspanded, When the fighting ceased, the two eontending
vattle lines lay very close to each other. Plcketi's infantry was
massed astride the Adama road, with Fitz Iea's cavalry on the right
and Munford's on tha left, The Confederate plicket lines exterced
from G, T, Brooks' on the laft to Mtzperald's ford on the right.
Two trigedes of Custer's division held Sheridan's front on the
night of the 3lst, In anticipation of a dawn attack, Custer's men
slept on thelr arms, 40

Orwe the fighting had ceased, (regg's and Smith's
troopers secured their "led horses®, The two units then marched
to Oreat Cattall Run, where they rendesvoused with Davies' trigsde.
Onoce he had regrouped his division, Crook permitted his men to
camp. Following Custer's depmrture for the front, the wagon train
waa parked near the junotion of the Vaughan and MHonk's Neok reads,

While the Southermers, in the battle of Dinwiddie Courts

4l

Bouse, had failed to gcore ary sweepihg sucoess, they had
nevertheless wrested the initiagtive from the sggressive Sherldan,
If progross hod been slow, it was becsuse the Federal cavalry had
fought hard, The spirit of Pickett's hard-bitten fighters pewmsd
as stout as ever, MNo reports were made by the Confederate leaders
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Tourt House. In zddition to the battle camualties, Pickett had
lost the services of ‘one of his brigediers, During the day,
Germral 'f‘erry had received a diaabling injury, The ranking
efficar in the Trigads, Colonel Tobert M. Mayo, had assumed
wmﬁnd of Terry's Irigade. ba

Having leat the inmitiative, Sheridan was foreed to fight
a delaying agtion, Hach time the Confederates overorn-e a pocket
of resiastance, they were confronted by ancther, Nevertheless, Ly
nightfall, Sheridan's corps had been pushed back neardy to
Dirsiddie Court House. Union losses during the day hed totaled
about 450, “3

Iate on the aftarroon of the 3lst, Grant sent a member
of his staff, Prigadler General Horace Porter, to see Sheridan,
Porter reached the junction of the Adams znd Brooks roads juat as
Uregg's and Gibba' brigades were fulling back, At this timse,
“orter rooalled, ons of Sheridan's bands, while under a heavy fire,
was Hlaying ‘Hellle Ely' as cheerily as if it were furmishing
misie for a country plicnice®.

Popter encountered Sheridan just befors he reached
Dimiddie Court Houss, After Porter had reported on how the Army
of the Fotomao was faring, Sheridan remarked that "he had had one
of the liwali.—e;t days in his experience, fighting infantry and
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cavalry with cavalry only". GSheridan told Porter "that he waas
concentrating his command on the high ground Just north of
Dinwdddie, and would hold thst poaitlion at all hazards”.
Continuing, Shuridan declared "that with thae corpe of infantry he
oxpected to be put under his command he could take the imdtlative
the next morning and cut off the whole of the foree lee had
detached.” The cavalryman, referring tc Piokett's foroe,
commented:

'I‘hisfomisinn*mndmmgorthanlam-

i I am cut off from the Army of the Potomac,

it 18 cut off from lee's army, and mot & man

in it should ever be allowed to get back %o

lae. We at last have drawn the eney's

infantry cut of its for€ifications, and this

is ouy ochance to attack it.

Sheridan begged Corter to hasten to Grant's headquarters
and again to urge the lisutenant general commanding to send him
the VI Corps, "because it had been urder him in the battles in the
Vallay of Virginiia, arxi knew hls way of fighting", Porter
repeated the information whleh had been forwarded to Sheridan the
previous evening regarding the VI Corps -- namely, that Wpight's
corps was on the right of the frmy of the Potomae, arnd the only
infantry foree which could promptly Join Sheridan was Warren's V
Covps. .Wit.h this buasineas taken care of, Porter returned to
Grant's hoadquarters, The staff officer resched Dabney's 111 at

? p. R, and gave Grant a full report of Sheridan's operationa, 4
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Evidently, Sheridan was not quite as confident of his
position as he had led Porter to believe he wes. hen the cavalry
leader composed a letter to Crant describing the day's fighting,
he wrote, "Thiz force [Pickett's/ is too strong for us, I will

hold on to DMinwididie Court-House until T am compelled to lesve.® k5
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THE BATTLE OF FIVE FORKS

Part V

The Battle of “hite Oak Road

Tt had stopped raining on the afterncon of the 30th, bat
by 3 a. m., the next worning it had started again. The streams
contimed to rise, and the roads were getting steadlily worse.
Except where cordurcyed, they were practically impassable, When
Grant awoke arxi found that the rein had recommenced, he detarmined
to do nothing until the precipitation ceased, The generalta first
order of the day to Meade, sent at 7:40 a. m., announced, "Cwing
to the heavy raln this morning the troops will remain substantially
a8 they now are, but the Fifth Corps shonld to day draw three days'
more rations."

Wnen he acknowledged Crant's telegram at 7:45, Meade
tnquired if there were any objections to the I1 Corps algo drawlng
three days' rations. The empty supply wagons would then be
roturmed to the railhead to be refilled, ° Grant saw no objections.
The TI Corps waz authorized to draw its raticns, 3

fumphreys'! and Warren's troops had started taking up the
positions which they had been ordered o assume the previcus

evening, about %hwo hours before Grant had issued his directive



suspending all movements for the time belng.

At daytreak, Ayres had started massing hig divislon rear
the 5. Dabney house., First, the general issued orders calling up
Denigon's and Gwyn's brigades., These two organizations had spent
the night camped on the left bank of the rain-swollen branch of
Gravelly Hun, near Mrs, Butler's, After fording the turglid streaum
which was over three feet deep, the two trigades marched to S,
Dabney's, where they rendezvoused with Winthrop's commend. Next,
in an effort toe increase hig striking forece, Ayres sent an urgent
dispatoh to Warren. Ayres wanted the soldiers from hia divlalon
who were manning the line cof osutposts relisved by men from some
other unit, The general informed his superior that he would have
already replaced the pickets from his own command, but he did not
feel it would be wise ic reduce his offective atrength at this
time, b

A ataff officer delivered this message to Ceneral Warren
at 6110, Warren saw the logic behind Ayres' request. He dasghed
off a hurried reply, informing Ayres ‘"that the matfer of relieving
the pickets will be atterded [tg] at oncet, 2

For scme unexplained reason, forty-five minutes alapsed
baefore Warrer moved to gecure a relief for Ayres' outposts. At 7

otelock, Warren ordered Cenerzl Crawford to recall his pickets




covering the Boydton plank road. Crawford would then concentrate
nis division zt the Holliday housge. When his troops had reached
Hollidsy's, Crawford was to see that soldlers from his dilvision
relieved Ayres' on the picket line, COrawford's men were to picketi
the front from Humphreys' left to a point north of Holldday's, In
case of a Confederate attack on Ayres! division, Crawford was to
move to hia eomrade’s amsistance, The ploneers from two of
Crawford's brigades were to be detached and left to throw a bridge
acrese the rain-swollen branch of Cravelly Run that barved the
passage of the corps' artillery. Crawford would establish his
command post at the Holliday houss. 6

‘Warren would have liked to wvigit Ayres' division and
superintend tha operations at the fromt. In fact, he intended to
leave for the point of danger "as soon as the giving amd receliving
instructions necessary for the operations of the day would permit”,
On the 3lat, as on the 30th, the influx of dispatches received and
the orders that they made necessary kept Warren at his headquarters
and aceessible to the telegraph until almost 9 a. m. 7

The II Corps, as secheduled, had moved to take over the
rifle pits held by Griffin's division., Since the Federals were on
guard againag a Confederate counterattack, they mmred gauticusly.

Iong before daybresk, Gensral Hays fasued instructions calling up




Genersl Snyth's wrigade from the reserve, !oving to the front,
Smyth's troops halted in the rear of the trenchss sccupied by
Pierce's brigade, the unit holding the right flank of Mott's main
line of resistance., At dawn, Smyth's blueccats relieved Plerce's
soldiers. By this maneuver, Hayes had succeeded in devloying his
three brigades in the rifle pits -~ HeIvor's on the right,
Olmated’s in the center, and Smyth's on the left. The right flank
of Hays'® division was anchored on Hatcher's Run; its Ieft flank
Jjoined Mott's right at the Taylor house. Hays had no reserve. 8

As soon as Smyth's hod rolieved Plares, Mott's division
shifted to the left., Mott's troopa filed into the earthworks
ccoupled by Miles*' division., Two of Mott's brigades, MeAllister's
ard Plerce's, wers stationsd in the breastworks, MoAllister's
left rested on the Boydton plank road, while Plerve's right was in
contact with Hays® laft at the Taylor house. De Trobriand's
btrigade was massed near the Rainey house, ready to move to Miles!'
aggistance in case of an amergency. 9

Upen being relieved by Mott's troops, Miles' division
shifted across the Beydton plank road. Ramsey's and Madill's
brigades relleved Griffin's troops in the fortifications, MNugent's
and Seott's brigades were held in reserve, Throughout the morning,

Miles gave his two reserve units various assigrnments, Nugent's




soldiers were arganized inte fatigue parties and put te work
slashing timber. The 5th Few Hampshire of Seott's brigade was
used to man .Ales' picket line. When the New Hampshire regiment
moved into no man's land, it was accowpanied by two companies of
the &4th New York. 10

The II Corps' batteries were not moved at thiz time.
Three of the batteries wore on the line and thres were parked in
regerve.

By daylight, the II Corps had completed ita shift to the
left., When General Meade at 7:30 a. m, called for a report of
the disposition of the II Corps, Humphreys replisi:

The position of my itroops this morning is:

Hays extending from right, near Crow house, to

Taylor house; Mott from Taylor houase to Boydion

plank road, Milea haa relieved CGriffin in hias

position ... « I find that Miles is strong

~anough in Griffin's position to admit of my

mutting DeTrobriand's brigade in a little more

central poslition, from which At can move in a

fow mimites ta the left, 12

After being relieved by HMilss, Griffin recsived
ingtyuotions from Warren to move his divialon from the Boydton
plank rocad to Mrs, Butler's, Uriffin would mass his division at
that point, Evidently, Griffin did net move very promptly. Yhen
Humphreys reported to Meade at 7:40, he wrote, "Miles has relieved

Griffin in his poasition, tut Griffin has remained some hours,® 13




Warren, like Humphreys, was requested by General Meade
at 7:30 to loeate his units. The comander of the V Corps,
however, hedged a little in his reply. Instesd of telling whers
his divisions were, he indicated whare he intended to post them.
Warren, therefere, reported that Griffin's division would be
concentrated at Mrs. Butler's, Ayres’ near S. Dabney's, and
Crawford's in between, In sddition, Warren informed Meade of the
existencs of the read linkding Mrs. Butler’s on the Boydton plani
road with W, Dabnay's on the White Oak road, At this time, Warren
warned, this road was "pot practicable” for whaeled vehicles., To
make matters worse, the road creoased "a very difficult tranch of
Gravelly Run®, Warren reported that he had all the pioneara he
sould spare working on & bridge. Even 20, it would "take a long
time to make” a practieable crossing for the wagons. 14

This telegram reached Meade's headquarters at 8:06,
Maade immediately forwarded a copy of this measage to Orant. In a
covering dispatch, Mesde commented that additional tools would be
sent to the V Corps as soon as they oould be moved to the front,
Maade wanted to insure that the conneoting road was rendered
"passable for artillery and wagons at the earliest moment”, 15

A Iittle before 83130, the rattls of masketry from the

direction of Humphreys' front becames distinetly audible to the




officers of Meade's headquarters., Messages were lmediately gent
to Humphreys and Warren. Humphreys was dirscted to ascertain and
report the cause of the firing. Peslides informing the commander of
the V Corps of the skirmishing, Meade directed Warren to stand
ready, if ezlled upen, to rush his reserve to Humphreys' support.
Meade, in compliance with Crant's directive, took this oppertunity
to inform his corpe commanders, "Thare will be o movement of
troops to-day." 16

Making an investigation, Humphreys dlscovered that
General Miles had sent out a 6C-man combat patrol from the G4th
New York. Miles had done this in accordance with an order which
Humphreys had issued te his subordinates, The division commanders
were directed to reconmnoiter the Confaderate fortifications, try
to eapture prisoners, and ascsrtain the strength and ldentity of
the units opposed to the I Corps, This information, Humphreys
felt, would be irmvaluable in oase an attack was ordered,

In easrrying out this migsion, Miles' combat patrel had
elashad with the Rebel pickets, After a few shots had been
sxchanged, the Southerners fled, leaving 16 prisoners in the
Ysnkees'® hands, The Confederates then sent out a smell detachment
to drive back Miles' patrol, but it failed, Accompanied by their

prisoners, the Yankees returned to their lines. Upon being




quegtioned, the greyclads stated that they belonged to McGowan's
South Carclina brigade. Furthermore, they identified Hyman's
trigade as the unit holding the 1lines on their left. 17

Replying to Meade's eommunication, Warren explained that
there was "a good deal of misketry firing going on in cur lines by
the men firing off their guns to put in a fresh loads"., Warren
thought that, unliess he completely lost contact with Humphreys,
the forece (Miles' division, reinforced by Ds Trobriand's brigade)
which had relieved “Griffin is mich more than ander any
cireumgtances could bs needed there", If the Confederates, however,
should tweak Humphreys' line or threaten to do so, Warren promised
net to wnit for orders to assist his brother officer, 18

Meade had alse informed Grant of the firing on the left
of the II Corps' front, After stating that he had directed Warren
te support Humphreys if necessary, Meade thought it would be a
good idea if Orant glerted Ord. Meade reparted that he had ilssued
instructions for the II ard V Corpm to be asupplied with rations.
The general, however, expressed conesrn lest the condition of the
roads render it impossible to revictual Humphreys' and Werrenfs
commands 19

Following the receipt of Meade's dispstch, Grant

talegraphed Ord to hold his troops ready to support Humphreys in




cagse the ITI Corpa was attacked. 20

At 8:50 Warren received a message from Humphreys sent
at 7:40., HRumphreys wanted to know where Warren proposed to rest
his right flank, At the moment, Humphreys reporied, there was “a
vacant space" on Milea' left, 2

In answering Homphroys! dispatch, Warren astated that he
was unable to "take up any regular line of battle on account of
the woods and aswamp". Instead, he had concenirated each of his
divisionas on a specified point so they could meet an attack £ronm
"any direction with the line refused”, Warren did not belleve
that the Confedersates would be gble to turn the II Corps' left
without Humphrey being forewarned, even if the ¥V Corps moved away.
Az the troops were now deployed, Warren informed Humphreys, he
could move OrifPin and his supporting artillery into position on
Miles' left in short order, A copy of the messuge to Mepde
locating the aress where Warren had posted his divisiong, axi a

sketech map of the ssuntryside west of the plank road, were also
forwarded to Humphreys, 22

At this time, Warren was not anticipatling making any
forward movements, Five mimites before he dictpted the message
to Humphreys,- Warren recaived another telegram from Meade's
headgquarters. Meade again pointed out to hiz subordinate that

"Owing to the weather rno change will to-day be made in tha present




pesition of the troops®™. To take advantage of this hiatus, three
days' rations and forage would be brought up and lssued to the
command., The empty wagons were to be sent to the rear to e
refilled, Warren was admontshed to "uae evary exertion to mzke
practicable the roads to the rear ... ." 23

During the night, Warren had received s copy of Sheridan's
mesaage to Qrant reporting that Pickett's division was deployed
along the “hite Ozk road, its right at Five Forks, and its left
extending toward Petersburg. At 8:15 a. m. Warren relayed this
communication te Jensral Ayres. In his covering memorandum,
Warren conn;lent.d that he inferred from Sheridan's comspohdence
that Merritt's "small foree® had been dislodged from the wWhite Oak
road, Consequently, Warren warned Ayres that he would have to be
on the lockout for a fonfederate attaek on his "left flank from
the wast as well as from the north®. Ayres was also informed that
Crawford had been directed to mass his division at Hellldsy's,
while Griffin's division was being concentrated at Mra. Butler's. -

Although the Union brass did not know it, the left flank
of Ayrea' ploket line extendsd about three-qﬁarters of a mile
beyomd the peint whepre the Rebel fortificationa vesred sharply te
the right gt the junction of the Clatborme and White Cak roads,

Ayres' pressnce in this sector was a result of the message which
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Warren had sent Megde zt 4 p, m. on the 30th. At that time, Jarren
had written that he could take his "eorps and bloek the white Oak
road", 25 Meade had forwarded a copy of Warren's dispateh to
Grant. The lisutenant general commanding had replied at 8:30 p. m.,
*Tt will jJuat sult what I intended to propose -- to let Humphrey=a
relieve Griffints division ard let that move farther to the left.
Warren should gat himself strong to-night,” 20

Later in the svening, Orant sant two telegrams to Meade,
In both of these, Grant polnted out that Warren wasm not to attack
without orders signed Yy himgelf, Since it was feared thay the
Rebela were about to try to geirze the Initiative, Warren was to
strongthen his position, Grant was correct in his estimate of the
situation. Not only were the Confederates abont to launch a
powerful assault on the left flank of Warren's corps, but Plokett's
task force was preparing to move agsinst Sheridan's cavalry. 27

On the worning of the at, Genersl lee viasited the
sector held by Anderson's corps. The genergl rode along the White
Oaik road inspecting the fortiflcations as far to the west as the
Claiborne road. Upon reaching "the return®, Les learned fronm
General Johnson that the Union troeps (Ayres' division) which were
in front of the works at this peint were deploved with thair "left

flank in the air®, To take advantage of this carelessnesa, ard to
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preclude the possiblility of the Federals’ interpesing between
Pickett'ts task foree and Anderson's fortified position, Lee
determined to attack and roll up the expoasd Union flank.

This would be a desperate gamble, because there were
only four brigades available with which to undertake this task.
To make matters worse, these four units came from three different
divisions. Mogdy's and Wise's brigades belonged to Johnson's
division, Hunton'’s to Pickett's, and McOowan's to Wilcox's.
aceordingly, they would not be aceustomsd to working as 2 team.
Johnson was placed in charge of the projected attack, under the
general superviaion t;f Anderson. The corps comaander, however,
seems to have taken little or mo part in the subsequent engagement. 28

Upon being given t.act.iaai control of the situation,
Johnson quickly made his dispositions. McCowan's trigade, which
was posted west of Burgess' Mill, was pulled out of ths rifle
pits, When he had formed his troops on the White Oak road, HeCowan
moved to join Johnson at the junction of the Claiborne and White
Oak rosds. Hyman's btrigade extended to the left, and occupied the
trenches vacated by MeGowan's Jouth Carolinlans.

An air of urgency was added to the altuation when
Johnson spottsd two Union battls lines (Winthrop's and Gwyn's)

moving into the fisld weat of Halter Butler's house. Johngon




ardered Hunton's iroops to leave the protection of the earthworks
and tske position in the woods north of the White Cak road., The
Alsbama brigade was formed on Hunton's right. Since General Moody
was 111, Colonel Martin L. Stansel (the ranking regimental
commarder) was in charge of the Alabama brigade, At the same time,
Johnsen notified Anderson and Heth that he would attack as soon as
ne could form his line of battle. MeGowan'a greyclsds now came
murying up the White Oak road. Johnaon shouted for MclGowan to
deploy his men on Stansel's right. Within a few minutes, the
three battle-hardened Rebel hrigades had taken position in the
woods morth of the White Oak road, Wise's brigade was on the
ground tut not in lina,

Johngon was encouraged when he saw that the Union left
flank was still dangling "4n the air®. Furthermore, the woods
west of Halter Butler's field would screen the Confederates’
approach mareh. dJohnson, therefore, issuwed instructions for
McGowan to take his brigade and assall the expoged Union flank.
McGowan was expected to drive the Federals across the front of
Johngon's other brigades, Hanton's and Stanselts troops would
then move to the attack. Fellowing the recelipt of Johnson's
orders, McOowan's South Carolinlans c¢rossed the road. Before

MoGowan's troops were able to get into pesition, the Yankees
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suddenly resumed their advance. 29

In the meantims, one of Ayrea’ staff officera had
reached Wsrren's command post. Tha.aids informed Warren that the
Confederates still held a line of sutposts south of the White Cak
road. {On the morning of the Jlst, the 4lst Alabama had contimued
to man the line of outposts which General Johnson had established
covering the approaches to the White Oak roed.) Warren decided
that, Af his positicn were to be rendered seoure Irom attack by
the Five Forks Rebels, it would be netessary tc do something about
the Rebel pickets. In addition, the general was afraid that the
suspsnsion of hostilities ordered by Grant wonld give the foe an
excellent opportunity to reconmviter the V Corps' pesition,
Finally, Warren believed that his troops would not be able to
obtain mach rest during this histus in action operations unless
thers were "a greater distance® between his picket liine and line
of battla. As the situation then was, Warren felt that his men
would have insufficlent time 1o get wxier arms in case a strong
foree of buttermits "showed itself at the advance posts?, To
prevent any relaxation of vigilance until afier his position had
bean made zecure, Warren did not announce that orders had been
raceived suap_a:‘\ding all movements.

| At 9:40 a, m, Warren telsgraphed Meade that he had
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directed Ayres to drive in the Confederate outposts. In additien,
yres was tc see if he could asceriain the strength of the Rebel
fores holding the White Oak road, A copy of this dispatch was
also forwarded to Ayrea. 30

Jeneral Meade approved of ‘farren's forced reconnaissance,
At 10:3C Chief of Staff Webb informed Warren:

Your dispateh giving Ayres' position is

received, General Meade diregts that should

you determine by your recomnaissance that you

can get posseasion of and hold the White Oal

road you are to do so motwithstanding the

orders to suspend operaticns to.day. 31

Ayres' division, however, had moved forward and a
desparate contest had been preaipitated before Webb's commnication
reached Warren.

Genaral Ayres had spent a busy morning marshaling his
division at 3. Dgbney's. As soon as all hia units were up, Ayres
proceaded to form his men in accordance with HMn's instruetions.
The troops were deployed east of S. Dabney's place in Halter
Butler's fleld, This fleld was bourded on the north by the White
Oak road, <

Ayres had Winthrop form his brigade into line of battle
rerth of the Holliday dwelling. The I40th New York was thrown out
as skirmishers and covered Winthrop's battile line. 3 Cwyn's

brigade was deployed into line of battle and took position en
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| gehelon on Winthrop's right. * These two trigades faced the
wWhite Oal road, which was about one-fourth of a mile to their
front. To protect his left flank, Ayres placed General Denison's
brigade in 2 wooded ravine west of the fleld. The Maryland brigade
faced west. Two of Tenison's regiments, the 4th and 7th Maryiand,
patrolled the woocds on the left of the lyigade, 35

It was a little after 7 o'cleck when Crawford's division
moved out of the breastworks covering the Boydton planit road. The
middy road and the rain-swollen branch slowed down the pace of
Crawford's march, In spite of these diffioultiesn, Crawford
mecoeded in massing his troops at Helliday's by 10 a. m, 36

At the same time, Ceneral Griffin concentrated his
division at Mra, Butler's. Protected as hs wus by the hooming
branch, Griffin held azn impregnable position, Therefore, when’
Griffin’s division hsd taken itg positlion gatrlde the weod road,
arms were staoked, knapsacks unslung, and the men started to
prepare breakifast. It had now ceased raining and the sun, bright
and warnm, broke through the clouds. Blankets were spread sut to
dry, and the goldiers felt the "buoymney always so distinctively
dominant during the short rifts in seascens of contimmal contacts. 37

Warren's artillerists would not be able to move their

pPleeces to the front until the ploneera had completed the tridge.
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The eight guns manned by the gunners of Battery D and Battery H,
1lst New York Light Artillery, therefore, were emplaced to cover
the spot where the Boydton plank road crossed Gravelly fun. In
addition, these two units would be able to pretect Griffin's left
flank, TFollowing the departure of Griffin's troops, Battery B,
Lth U, S. and Batteries D and G, 5th U, 5, Light Artiliery had
remained in position at the junction of the Boydton plank and
Dabney roads, They would furnish fire support to Miles' division
of the IT Corps. -0

Shortly after Ayres had completed his dispositicns, one
of Warren's staffi officers (Major Emmor B. Cope) galloped up to
his command post., The alde-de-camp told Ayres that he was mto
take the White Oazk road and intrench a bripgade upon it". Ayres
was alse suthorized %o call upon Crawford for one bLrigade to
support his attack. “hen Crawford received Ayres' request, he
‘ssued marehing orders to Brigadier General Richard Coulter's
brigade. When Coulter reported to Ayres, he was directed to form
his brigade in the rear of Winthrop's copmand, Whils Coulter's
troops were filing into position, Winthrop's moved to the attack, 32

As soon aa Goulter's brigade had moved to reinforce
Ayres, Crawford hastened to form hia two other brigades. Brigadier

General Henry Baxter's and Colonel John A, Kellogg's brigades were
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massed in colummn of regiments in a thick woods south of Halter
Butler's field. FKelloge's organization waa on the right and
Baxter's on the left, 40

In cbedience to Warren's ingtruetions, Ayres at 10:30
a. m, gent Winthrop's brigade forward, Owyn's troops supported
Winthrop's advance on the right., Covered by the sidrwishers fron
the 140th New York, Winthrop's grim btattle ilne swept ahead. As
they advanced across the field, the Federals were greetad by
amell-arms Pire, At first, this was seattered, btut as the Yankeea
drovs closer to the White Ouak road, it increased in intensity.
ILientenant Colonel William W. Swan recalled:

I =zat on my horse betwesn twe lines

of reserves, watching [Winthrop/ go forward

steadily in painfal silence, Not an enemy

was to be seen, not a musket was fired, until

the advancing troops were half across the

field, when suddenly along the edge of the

woud at the other end there appeared a long

blua line of weoke sua &
The bluecosts wers unebls to see thelr tormentors who were
concealed in the woode morth of the road, Winthrop's soldlers, however
were able 1o drive %o within “ten to fifteen yards® of the road, '

At the time that Winthrop's trigade had moved to the
attagk, Melowan's troops had not been able to get into position on

Ayrés' left, Corisequontly, when be gaw the blueccals coming




across the field toward the White Osk read, Johnson ordered his
neommand to advance and meet the enemy's attack®, Refore Johnson's
megsage could be relayed to his brigade commanders, a lisutenant
in Hunton's brigade who had been watching Winthrop's advance sprang
to h.is feot, waved his sword, and shouted "Forward!l" Hunton's
eager Virginians, enswering the lieutensnt’s call, rushed {rom
their places of concealment. Stansel's Alabanans moved to the
attaock on Hunton's right. MoGowan had not completed hia
dispositions when Johnson's attack order reached his command post.
Bis 1ine was not formed, but his South Carolinians, on hearing the
shouts of Hunton'z troops, could mot be restrained. Surging
forward, McOowan's brigade asssiled Ayres' left flank, k2

Hunton's Virginians and Stansel's Alabuamans, in a short
deaperate contest, bested Winthrop's New Yorkers. To ascape
anmihilation, Winthrop bellowed instructions for bhis soldiers to
face about. Covered by a strong rear guard, the brigade fell back
on the position ocoupied before the advance. 43

When General Owyn saw the Confederstes come pouring
across the road, he led his brigade forward on the double, Before
Gwyn's troops were able to intervens, Winthrep's command was in
full ratreaty ~ Gwyn's battle line halted and atarted to blaze away

at the oncoming Rebels, This served to check momentarily the
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Confederate drive, BEncouraged hy Gwyn's stand, Winthrop rallied
hiz coamand, The Confederste onslaught was slowed., Reacting to
this situation with hls customary vigor, Johnson urled Hunton's
Virginians against Owyn's line of battls, Staneel's Alabamans
pressed sgainst Winthrop's flank. The Alabamans’ volleys struck
Winthropts btrigade in the flank. Winthrop's troops then resumed
the retreat. Colonel Swan recalled that:
Winthrop's ﬁ?rigada? then returned alowly

to the branch of Gravelly Fun. There was mo

order, however. Eaoh man wasa looking ocut for

himsel! and all were making for the enirenched

line ... « The men did not rup. The atream .

was much swollen and at places too deep for the

infantry to ford. I remember that I rode with

Winthrep in rear of the retreating troops., My

horse was killed, ahot through the necik, ﬁ-ogh

slde to slde, just z3 we entered the woods,

Huntonts troops found the going more difficult. The
Virginians centered their sttack on the laft flank and front of
Quyn's battle 14me, Follpwing Winthrop's withdrawal, Owyn's
pesition became untensble, Hunton®s troops were able to turn
Cwyn's flank. The pegiment on the left, the Z10th Pennsylvania,
broke and fled., Owyn's brigade then fell baek upom Crewford's
diviason, *3

In the meantime, Molowan's 3outh Carclinians had moved
against Demison's brigade. Denisen's Marylanders checked MoGowan's

initial thrust,
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Coulter's brigade, which had been sent {o reinforce
Ayres' division, had mot completed iis deployment at the time thaot
Winthrop had guffered his repulse, Obgerving that Gwyn's troeps
were already moving to Winthrop's agsistance, Coultar advanced to
halp Denieon, Mclowan by this time had ronewed his attack on
Denison's Maryland trigade, Infiltrating the woods to the left of
the ravine hald by Denison's battle line, the South Carclirdans
compelled the 4th and 7th Maryland to fall back. This suocess
enabled Mcliowan's soldiers to enfilade the left flank of Denison's
line, The Marylanders wers forced to evacuate the ravine, when
they retresated, Denison's bluecoats came tunmbling back on Conlter's
command, So shaken was the Maryland brigade by this setback that
Denison was unable to re-form his unit untdl after it had crowssed
the rain.swollen branch, Among the casualties in this fighting
wag Ceneral Denison, who was wounded, The general, howevar,
refused to legve the field, b6

Aftay Danigon'a troops had paased beyond their field of
{ire, Coultar's battle line commenced to blage awsy at McCowan's
omom{ng greyolads, Coulter's men, however, had been badly
unnerved by the sight of Denison's frightenad acldiers pounding
for the rear,.” The officers of Coulter'ts lseft flank units found,

mach to their aonsteroation, that MeGowan's battile line overlapped
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theirs. Subjected to a deadly enfilads fire, the left f{lank
companies began to erode away, file by file. Three of Coulter's
regimental commanders were cut down -~ wounded. The brigade then
a1l back in confusion, Before reaching the run, Coulter
suceeaded in rallying the hard.core elements of his commard for
geveral hrief stands. FEach time, however, the advancing

Confederates smashed these pockets of resgistance, 57

Tt had been Ueneral Ayres' intention to re-form his
division in the edge of the woeds on the south side of Halter
Butler'e f£ield, When the Rebels overwhelmed Denison's amd
Coulter's btrigades on the left, the genersl's plan was dooﬁ. He
then sought to rally his troops behind & ravine near the Hollidey
c¢abin, btut he failed. Ayres' shattered division then retrested
in confusgion screoas the run,

In their inditial surge, the Southerners had scored a
sweeping success. Johhnson's three brigadea (Huntonfs, McGowan's,
and Stansel's) had routed Ayrss' formidable reinforeed diviaion.
Four Union brigades, mustering more than 5,000 officers and menm,
ware in full retreat. Having clearsd the Yankees out of Halter
Butlerts field, Johnson's troops advanced intc the woods that
ounded the {4eld on the south,

General lee had besn anxiously watching the progrsss of



Johnson's attack., 1ee was afraid that Hanton's trigade on tha
jeft of Johnson's battls line would loss contact with the troops
holding the fortificationa, Consequently, lee isgued orders for
Wise's brigade which was held in reserve io advance and take
position on Hunton's left, Wise proceeded to carry out lamls
instructions with his customary alaerity. 8

When General Crawford learned that General Ayres,
instead of being the attacker, had become the attacked, he ordered
Baxter's and Kellogg's brigades deployed in the woods morth of
Holldday'a esbin, Baxter formed his trigade on the right._liellogg
on the left,

Four of Baxter's regiments were deployed into line of
battle, while the 39th Massachusetts was thrown forward as
skirmishers, Observing that the Rebels were advaneing in great
atrength, Baxter reinforced the 39%h Maasachmsetts with the 1llth
Pemnsylvanis, Both of these regiments were composed of hardened
troops. Az soon as the retreating aiemants of Ayres' division had
moved out of range, the skirmishers opened fire upon the Cohfederates.
The butternuts ware in full view ss they charged across Halter
Butler's field, Although btut few in nurbers when compared with
the assaultirg column, the two regiments caused Hunton to hesitate.
After a trisk fire fight, the Confederates pushed ahead. The 3%th
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Massachusette and the lith Pernnsylvania were brughed aside. In
this engagemsnt, Lieutenant Colonel Hemry M. Tremlett of the 39th
Massachusetts was mortally wounded. The colonel was carried from
the field on 3 tent fly by several of his devoted men, Falling
back, the bluscoats expected to rendegvous with the remailnder of
the brigade, But upon reaching Holliday's, they were unsble to
fird any signs of their friemds. Disgusted at being left to their
fate, the two regiments "fell back without mmach order to the
Ywanch which ..., /they/ had crossed four hours bafore.” 47

Baxter sncountesred guite a bit of difficulty in forming
his battle line. Hundreds of Ayrea! frightened soldiers came
rushing through the ranks of the brigasde. By the time Baxter had
complét&d his deployment, the gkirmishers of the 33th Massachusetts
and the 1ith Pennsylvania were in contact with Runton's Virginians,
At first, Baxter!s right flank rested in the air, Guyn's trigade
now came flooding back from the front, and the officers sucesedsd
in rallying some of the Lraver souls on Baxter's right.

When the Confederates attacked Baxter's line of battle,
they soncentrated their efforts on his left, Within a few
mimtes, Stanael's Alabamans were able to force Baxter's left
flank regiment to give way. Having gained an opening, the
Southernera rolled up Baxter's brigade. Scon only the right




flank regiment, the 107th Pennsylvania, was left on the field.
Seeing the havoc that the Rebels were ralsing with Baxter's
trigade, Guyn's men had also disappeared. The Southerners now
propared to knoek out the Pennaylvania regiment, Colonel Thomaa
F. MeCoy, realizing that if he permitted his command to remain
whare it wag it would be surrounded,.ordered hls men io retreat.
The Penngylvanians resched the hranch "with Iittle loss®, 0

Colonel Kellogg had not completed his dispesitions when
Ayres' reinforved division fell to pleces. To check the rout,
General Crawford directed XKellogg to deploy the erack 6th ard 7th
Wisconsin and arrest the retreat of Ayres’ troops. The two
Wisconain regiments, however, fourd this impossible, Ayres' panic-
gtricken troops broke through Kellogg's ranks and threw the two
Wisgonain regimsnts "into confusion'., Ag scon as the fugitives
had pazsed, Xellagg had the 6th and 7th Wisconein close ranks,
When his battle line was formed, Kellogg shoutad for his troops to
open fire on the advancing Confederates.

Rallogg now ealled up his third regiment, tha Glst New
York, The Naw Yorkers were formed on the left of the 6th
Wisconsin., Taking cover btehimd! a siight rise, they began to rake
the Rebal battle line with well-directed volleys. This caused a
mmber of the greycelads to veer off to the left, At the aame time,
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the &th amd 7th Wisconain held firm in the face of the Rebel
onzglanght, The retreat of Baxter's brigade, however, had exposed
Kellopge's right flank,

Melowan, observing that he was unable to smash Kellogeg's
brigade with frontal attacks, determined to bypass this island of
resistance, Sweeping to the Jeft, Muolowan's troops passed around
Kelloggts right flank. To cope with this dangervus situation,
Ralldgg had ithe 7ih Wlsconsin wheel to the right. Hellogg merely
posiponed the lnsvitable ty thia meve. The Confedsrates had now
succesded in turning Kellogg's flanks. Worse, Rebel patrols had .
started to Anfiltrate the area in the rear of the ‘brigade..
Kellogg, confronted by this exergengy, crdered his men to fall
baglk t;ehind the branch, The officer sent to relay this measage to
Colonel Jopathan Tarbell of the 9lst New York was wounded.
Therefore, when Kellogg!s prigade retrested, the New Yorkers wero
1=t behind., 3Since the gravelads had already typassed thelr
position, Kellogg's soldiers had to soninot a fighting withdrawal.
Several times, ths Federals wers compelled to cut their way
through Confederate roadbloeks. Crossing the run, the 6th and 7th
Wisconsin took position near the laridge which the plopsers had
reeepﬂy complated., 5

A munber of mimites elapsed before Colonel Tarbell




realized that his regiment was terribly alone. Rather than
surrender, the eolenal decided to fight his way ocut of the trap.
The regiment fell back to the Holliday cabin. Here, the colonel
sucoeeded in forming part of his command on the colors, He then
determined tc make cone final attempt to slow the Rebel advance.
This last-diteh stand by the regiment falled., Overpowered by the
Confederates, the New Yorkers retreated acrces the branch. After
erossing the run, Colonel Tarbell re-formed his ragiment and
posted it in support of Battery H, lst New York light Artillery. 52
Colonel Kellogg, in hia "Aftsr Actlon Heport®, proudly

claimed that bis "commarxi were the last organiced troops to leave
the field". This statement by the Union trigade commander ia a
olear indication of the scope of the Confederate sunccess at this
atage of the battle. The cutmumbered Confederates had simply
carried everything before them, Johnson's three Lrigades had swept
the area between the White Oak road and the run olean of organized
Union troops,. _(It appears that Wise's Virginia brigade, when it
was {inally coﬁttted. did not engage the V Corps.} Two powerful
Federal divisions {Ayres' and Crawford's) had been mauled,
Warren's forced reconnaissance had ended in disaster,

Tt was sbout 10:30 o'clock when General Warren left for
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the front. The general intended to %take charge of Ayres' forced
reconnaigseance, By the time Warren reached the run, Ayres!
division ;ufaﬂ in full retreat. Crossing the atreasm, he hastened
toward the point of attack. Before the gereral was able to reach
Crawford's command post, that officer's division was also falling
back, In an effort to rally the soldiers, Warpen seized the oolors
of a2 Psnnsylvania regiment, Warren galloped up and down the lines,
brandishing the banner, but the soldiers refused to stand and fight,
It was evident that the men econld not be induced to stop thelr
retreat until they had placed the branch betwsen themselves and
Johnson's tarriblie men. The general, therefore, recrossed the
streas, 3till flaunting the colors to encourage the digheartened
troops, Warren, ably asaisted by his more resclute subordinates,
succeeded in curbing the panie., Reginments which had held together
vers immediately deployed on the right of Griffin's division., The
remainder of Ayres'’ and Crawford's regiments were rallied behind
Griffin's maln line of resistance. Here, the routed unitas were
re-formed and the rolls called, 33

It was about 11 a..m. when the sound of "heavy masketry"
from the direction of the White Oak road became digtinctly audible

at General Griffin's headquarters at Mrs, Butlert's, Without a
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noment's hesitation, Griffin had the "long roll" beaten, The
command, "Fall inl fall inl" seemed to ring out simultaneously
with the erashing vollays. This order was obeyad with alaecrity,
Rifles were quickly taken from the stacks and the regiments fell
in on their colors, OGriffin then put hisg division in motion toward
the point of danger, When Oriffin's troops reached the rise
overlooking the branch, they witnessed a very melancholy sight.
They saw hundreds of their comrades falling back toward the streanm
as fast as thelr legs could carry them. As the wave of fleeing
soldiers floundered through the waigt-deep water, General Griffin's
voice could be heard, "For God's sake, lot them through, or they
will break our iine", In his "After Action Report?, Griffin stated
that his troops were "met by the Third Division /Crawford's/
running to the rear in a most demoralized and disorganized
conditlon, soon after followed by the Second Division [Ayres!/."
In aceordance with Warren's instructions, Griffin quickly formed
his divisgicon inte line of battle along the left bank of the stream. S
News that the Confederates wers sweeping everything
tefore them caused the ¥ Corps' chief of artillery, Brigadier
General Charles 3, Waimright, to shift eseveral of his batteries.

The two artillery units (Battery D and Battery H, lst New York




I4ght Artillery) that had been guarding the Boydton plank erossing
of Gravelly Run limbered up their pieces. “hen they turned off
the plank road at Mrs, Putler's, the gunners found the going
exceadingly difficult. They literaslly had to I1ift their guns

* through the Virginia smd. Reaching Criffin's main line of
ragigtance, the artillerists placed their guns in battery., Majer
Charles B, Mink saw that ths four 12-pounder Napoleons of Battery
H were unlinbered on a commanding knoll in a small field, The
punners trained their pleces on the woods beyond the run, They
had an excellent field of fire. Captain Deloss M, Johnson of
Battery D was unable to find such a faverable locatlon for his
four Napolecns. He had to emplace them in a wooded area.
Johnson's guns, acecordingly, played but small part in the

subsequent fighting. >0

Criffin had barely completed his deployment before the
Gonfederate skirmishers emerged from the woods on the opposite
gide of the branch. In genersl, the Rebel advance had followed
the Union retrest along the wood road. The blueccats watched as
the Southerners descended a hill and crossed the swale that
separated the rise whieh they had Just left from the one ocoupled
by Griffin's division, It seemed evident to the Yankees that the

Rebels interced o foree their way across the run, Actually, the
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Southerners mereiy planned to make a foreed reconnaissance. Mink's
four Napoleons copened the engagement, The gummers rzked the
advancing Confederates with shell and canister, Moments later,
Griffin's infantry started to blaze away. After a brisk engagement,
the graycllads fell back about 400 yards, 56

For the next several hours, the Undon and Confederate
sharpshooters sniped away st one another, Many of the blueccats’
skirmishers expended up to 80 rounds, Llearning that the
sharpshooters had about exhnusted thelr ammmnitlon, Lientenant
Colonel Henry O'Neill of the 118th Pemnsylvania called for a
volunteer to carry cartridges to the line, It waas a per:lous
undertaking., Sergeant George W. Stotensburg responded. He ran
aleng the front from man to man, dropping a fresh supply of
ammanition in the raear of each sharpshooter. The daring sergeant
was shot at a mmber of times, but discharged his dangerous
misgion sacgesafully and rejoined his regiment unharmad, 57

As scon as Warren learned of the desperete state of
affairg at the front, ho sent a staff officer to get in touch with
General Humpheys, The commander of the 1I Corps was requeated to
make a diversion in favor of the V Corps. “hen he scught to
obtain additiomal details of the extent of the sethback suffersd by
the V Corps, ms' staff officers were unable to dontact

Warren. One of them 4did see Griffin, however. Oriffin assured
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the aide that his division wounld be able to hold its line on the
branch, Humphreys accordingly issued instructions for "General
Miles to throw forward two of hls brigades and attack the enemy,.” 3

In the meantime, 2 large mumber of fugitives from the V
Corps' debacle had descended on Miles' left flank Hr-igade, Ramsey's.
To cope with this situaticon, Ramsey established a straggler line
manned by the 66%h Wew YorK and the ;@G&h Pennsylvania. These two
reginants took pcsition behind Ramsey's main line of reslstance,
When the frightensd soldiers entered Miles' lines, they were

stopped and turned back. 57
It was about 12:30 when Miles recelved the orders from

Humphreys to move to the relief of the V Corps with two of his
brigades, Oenerals 4adill ard Ramsey were alerted by Miles to be
ready to take up the advance. Nugent's trigade would support
Madill;s and Ramsey's attack. Socott's brigade was ealled up from
ths reserve and relieved Madill's and Ramsey's commands in the
rifle pits, 60

When Miles gave the word, Rameey's and Madill's battle
lines moved out of the works. Swinging to the laft, the two
brigades advanced into the woods west of the Boydten plank road.
Miles' troops reached the ruin a short distance heyond the right

£lank of the V Corpa. Ramsey's btrigade, which was on the left,
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immediantely waded the stream; Madill's troops lagged behind. bNear
the crest of a ridge seversl huxired yards beyond the branch,
Ramsey's troops ran afoul of Wise's Virgimians., A sharp engagenent
ensued, At this time, three of Ramsey's regiments (the Hith New
York and the l45th and 183d Pennsylvania) were on detached service.
The trigade was, therefore, considerably under strengih. Iven so,
the blnecoats, for several nimites, gave a good aceount of
themselves., Suddenly, however, without warning, the 1l48th
Pennsylvania gave way "unceremonicnsly and in confusionY .. The
retroat of the 148th left Ramsey's right flank regiment, the 53d
Pernsylvania, isolated. To escape destructlon, the 53d Pennaylvania
likewime retired and recrossed the run, Ramsey, realizing that it
would be foolish to contimue the confliet with just two regiments
{the 66th Hew York and the 116th Pemmsylvania), passed the word to
f£gali back.

_ When he resched ths left bank of the branch, Ramsey, in
spite of the harasaing fire of Wise's sharpshooters, quickly
re-formed hizm brigade. Subsequently, Ramsey btitterly castigated
the conduct of Madill's command, M reported, *Had the Third
Brigade [Madil1's/ advanced with me, after cropsing the runm,
instoad of raaining idle spectators, the result of ihe assault
would have been different and my brigads spared the moriifieation

of a repulse." e

32




As soon aa he had redeployed his troops into line of
battle, Ramgey again led them across the run. Ramsey's blueccats
slowly closed in on Wise's battle line which was formed aleng the
ereat of the ridge. In the meantime, Madili's Wrigade had forded
the stream, While Ramsey's troops pinned Wise's greyelads in
poaltion, Mlles proposed to turn the Confederates' left flank with
Madill's Inigade. Madill's bluecoats, after orossing the braneh,
detoured to the right, Madill's spouts scon reported that the
brigeade's battle line had passed beyond Wise's left flank. The
genaral now wheeled his Irigade to the left. Pressing eagerly
forward, Madill's troope struck Wise's command on its exposed flank,
S0 sudden and swift was this blow that Wise's Virginians were driven
hoak in sonfusion. Over 100 prisovers ard one stand of colors were
left behind by the Southerners. 52

All this time, Ramsey's soldiers had been exerting heavy
pregaure on Wiae's front, When Wise's trigade e¢ollapsed in the
face of Madill's flank attack, Ramsey'z soldiers dashed forward
and secured the arest of the ridge, Miles decided tc capitalice
on hig sueccess. The mopping up eperation would be left to Nugent's
brigade; Madill's and Ramsey's troops would be entrusted with the
parsalt, 6 —-

When Miles* troops attacked Wige's brigads, Huntanfa




soldiers shifted to the left to aseiat their comrades. This forced
Stansel's Alabamans to extemd to both the right and left to cover
the V Corps’ line to their front. Convinced that his men would not
bhe able to fight thair way acrosg the run, Johnson ordered them to
hold the ground gained.

Ganeral Lee, accorpanied by General Melowsn, also
reconnoitered the small watercourse behind which Warrents two
ghattered divisions had found sanetuary. After examining the
terrain, las approved Johnson's decision to hold it, Returming to
the White Osk road, Lee tried to find some artillery ard, if
posaible, some cavalry to send to Johnson's apsistance,

) It soorn became evident to Johnson that his men werse
approaching exhausgtion, and if they were to hold on, thay would
have to be reinforaed, But there were no fresh troops available,
General Anderson, upon being advised of the situation, ordered .
Johngon to withdvraw his command, The trecps wers to be palled back
ard oceupy the line of bweastworks scuth of the White Cek road |
which Ayres' troops had thrown up the previous evening. The collapae
of Wige's Irigade had added an alr of urgency to the situation.
Sereened by s strong rear geward, the Rebals abandomed thelr gains
and fell backsy- In the courae of this retrogressive roment,

Hunton's and Stansel's brigades changed positiens., By 3 o'clock,
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Johnson anmounced that McGowan's, Hunton's, and Stansel's units
had moved into designated rifle pits. Stansel's Alabamans on the
left held the angle which formed the sommection betwsen #the
return® and the field fortifications south of the White Oak road.
Wlge!s brigade, howsver, had been so roughly handled by Miles?
Yankees that it was withdrawn inside the fortificatliocns east of
*the return®.

About the time that Madill's and Ramsay's troops marched
out of the works, General Miles had trained his field glasses on
the Confederate rifle pits west of the plank road. What the
general saw convinced him that these trenches were upocoupisd.
"Miles, therefore, ordered the 5th New Hampshire of Scott's brigade
to charge this position. At this time, the New Hampshirs regiment
was manning the Union picket 1line in this sector. In moving to
carry out HMilwa' instructions, this regiment, became confused.
Instead of attacking to their front, the scldliers fyrom New Hsmpshire
obliqued sharply to the left. Shortly thereafter, they overran
the right flank of Madill's brigade. Before a semblance of order
could be restered, the Confederates had thrown troops inte the
heretofore deserted rifle pite and a splendid opportunity to
penetrate the defenses in this sector had been lost. 65

Opon witnessing the rout of Wise's hrigade, Miles becane

convineed that he could sarry the Confederate fortifications if he




were reinforced Yy anoiher brigade., Miles accordingly relayed
this information to Humphreys. The corps commander suthorized
Milas to go ahead, Teo implement his decision, Humphreys ordered
De Trobriand's brigade to support Miles'! right. At the same
tima, the general notified Mott that he might have to rush a
sacond brigade to Miles' mgsistance. 66

De Trobriand's brigade had spent a good part of the
morning massed in support of Mlles' division near the Ralney houae,
At 9:30 o'alook, Ord had telegraphed Grant that the Confederates
were marshaling troops east of Hatcher'*a Run. 67 A copy of Ord's
message wes in Humploays' hands by 10:15, When Meade forwarded
Crdfs digpateh to Bumphreya, he gsent a covering commmnication,
Meade left it up to the judgment of his corps commander whether to
relieve the Army of the James by attacking, or send his reserve o
Ord's assistance, 58

Homphreys decided to rush his reserve {De Trobriand‘s
brigade) to Ord'a support. Consequently, De Trobriand's command
waa shifted to the pight and stationsd near the Crow house, When
the Confederates attacked, thay moved against Warren amd mot Ord,
De Trobriand's presence on the right of the II Corps now became
superfiucuz, —To obtain troops to support Miles' offensive,
Hamphreya again lLasued marching orders to De Trobriand, The




disgnsted troops were reguired to retrace their stepa, Returning
tc the Rainey house, De Trobriand's soldiers relisved Scott?s in
the rifle pits west of the Boydton plank road. 69

Following the arrival of De Trotriand's hluecoats,
Seottts men moved forward. The trigade zoon overtook Miles!
divigion, At this time, the division was eautiocusly working its
way through the woods in fromt of the Confaderate earthworks which
covered the approaches to the White Cak road. Miles had Colonel
Scott deploy his bripade san sechelon on the right of Madill's unit,
Seott's misgion was to protect the division's right flank., As the
advance progressed, Seott's rigade and Madtll's diverged. Miles
halted his battls line. To plug this gap, Miles ¢alled up Nugent's
‘bcrigacria from the reserve. The sweep was then rencwed. Az the
Federals forged ghead, they drove in the greyclad sldrmishers. In
this fighting, the 1llth New York of Madill's brigade cut off and
captured over 100 men and the colors of the 4lst Alsbama,

At 3330, Miles' troops reached the edge of the abatis
that protected the approaches to the Confederate fortifications.
The laft flank of Rammey's twigade rested near Halter Butler's
field, A glance at the formidable works and the "almest impessable
slashing” convinced Miles that it would be *imposaible to take

therm with the forae avallable®, 70




Since his right flank unit (Scott’s brigade) had lost
eontact with Moti's division, Miles deelded he had better close to
the right., The entire division then moved by the right flank,
After forming a connection with De Trobriand's brigade of Mott's
commsnd, Hiles put his troops to work throwing up earthworks.
Several of Miles' units became serambled in the confusion.caused
by the shift, When thi=a situstion was ironed out, Miles found that
his brigades were deployed from left to right: Scott's, Ramasey's,
Madill's, and Mugent's. (-

When Miles' division marched off f£o the weat in pursuait
of Wige!'s Virginians, General Mottt sought to maintain contact with
his brother officerts command Ly extending hiz left flank, To do
thiag, Mott was compelled to pull out part of De Trohriand'’s brigade
from the earthworks, Ileaving two of his eight regiments to guard
the artillery, De Trobriand moved out., De Trobrland's brigade was
able to accomplish its mlission. The unit zucceeded in bridging
the gap that had opened between Miles on the left and MoAllister
on the right, While De Trobriand’'s soldlers were taking positiona,
they were subjeoted to a brisk shelling by the Confederate artiliery.
The brigade then dug in, 72

In the meantime, General Humphreys had dedided to have

Mott make a foraed recomnalssanee of the Confederate fortifications




gast of the plank roed. This movement, the genaral believed, would
min the Rebels down and keep them from detaching trocps to oppese
Mles' advanca, Mott asccordingly alerted MeAlllister and Plerce "to
agssult the enemy's works on thelr respeetive fronts®, 73

Pierce's attacidng force on the right consisted of the
5th Michigan ard the lst Massachusetts Heavy Artillery. An unhappy
combination of cireumstances rendered Plerce's task difficult., To
Pierce's right, there was a bend in Hatcher's Run., This meander
would restrict the movements of Pierce’s hattle line as it advanced
to the attack, Worse, the Rebel batteries smplaced in front of
the Crow house and near Burgess' Mill {to the right and left of
Plerce's front) would be able to catch the advancing Yankees in a
deadly crossfire. lNevertheless, the general grimly formed his men,
At 2:30 otfclock, he moved the two regiments forward. The blueccats
drove ahead on the doutle, Not until they reached the fellsd
timber in front of the Rebels' works did the soldiers falter.
Unable to work their way through the abatis, Plerce’s wen recoiled.

MzAllister planned to have a strong combat team feel the
Confederate works covering Purgess' Mill, The combat patrol from
¥eAllister's brigade was composed of the 1lth Mamsachusetts, the
120th New York; and a battalion of the 8ih New Jersey, This force

would be supported by the 1lth New Jersey. At a word from

Lo
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Motllister, the combat patrel dashed forward., orking their way
through the abatis, the bluecoats reached the crest of a ridge
overlooking the Confederats main line of resigtance. 3Saveral
cutposts were overrun by the Yankees and about 15 pickets captured,
during the course of the advance, The Union drive ground to a
stop,. In additicn to the musketry of the Rebel 1infaniry, the
Yankees came under an enfilade fire from the Confederate batteries,
Tn save themselves, the bluecoats lay down, After his men had
spent a very uncomfortsble hour hugging the ground, MeAllister
received orders from Mott to recall them, The scldiers were drawn
off, ene by one, under a sevaere fire from the Southern sharpshooters.
This attack had cost MeAllistert!s command a mmber of casualties. 75
Hays' division zlse lsunched a limited attack on the
Confederate defense line on the afternoon $f the 31lst, 1In the
morning, Ceneral Smyth with the 108th New York hsd made a bold
reconnaigsance of his front., Smyth returned with the information
that the Rebels 2till held Fort Powell. Hays then ordered Smyth
to gapture ihig strong point, The attacking force consisted of
the 1st Delaware, the 7th Michigan, the 4th Ohio, and the 7th YWest
Virginia, After deploying his command inte 1line of battle, Smyth
moved against—Fort Powell, Everything went according to plan until
the Federals reached the broad helt of slashed timber fronting the
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strong peint, The falled timber was so thiek that the battle line
wag unable to get through. Smyth, therefore, sent his skirmishers
inte the abatis, The Unlon skirmishers sucoeeded in driving in
the Rebel outpests., Taking position near the redoubt, the
Northerners began to snipe away at the cannoneers manning the two
~ Euns amplaced in the work. Evidently, this proved to be very
discdncerting to the punners, because they soon, deserted their
pleces and ceased firing. Since hig battle line had besn unable
to penetrate ths balt of slaghed timber, Smyth was not able to
capitalize on this asitustion, At dusk, Smyth recalled hls
sharpshosters and returnsd to the rifle pita. /0

These thrusts on the part of Hays' and Moti's troops,
in colluunction with the pressure which Ord's Army of the James waa
axerting on the Rebel positlons east of Halcher's Hun, accomplished
their purpose. When MecAlligter's and Plerce!s troops moved sgainst
the rifle pits held by Brigadiacr- General John R, Cooke's trigade
eagt of the plank road, Ueneral Hath asked Uenaral Wilcox for help,
Wileox, howewer, was unable to send his brother officer any
assigtance, At this time, the brigade from his division,
Brigadier General James H, Lana'‘s, which was holding the
fortifieationg on either side of Hatcher's Run, was under heavy

pressure from Hays® and Ord's commands, 7

42




The II Corps' batteries remained in the positlon which
they had occupied at dark on the 30th until noon on the 31at, As
the Rebel attack on Warren's corps gathered steam, Battery B, lat
New Jersey ILight Artillery and ithe llth Battery, New York light
Artillery wers ordered up by the corps' chlef of artlllery,
Lientenant Colenal John §. Hagard, Captain A. Judson Clark had
his New Jersey artillerists emplace their four Napoleons in froent
of the Rainey houge; the New Yorkers relieved one of the V Corps'
batteries on the knell te the east of the house, Opening fire
with their four Zeinch rifles, the New Yorkers silenced &
troublegome Rebel battery located in the peach orchard west cf
Purgess’ Mill. At the same tims, Battery X, 4th U, S. and Battery
M, lat New Hampahire (These two units had been in position at the
Rainey house since the previcus afternoon.) concentrated their
attention on the large redoubt near the Boydton plank road, These
two batteries wers able to pain fire superiority over the
Confederate guns mounied in the redoubt,

Under the cover of dgrkness, Clark's sanponsers limbered
up their pieces ard moved to the left. Utilising a road regently
opened by the pioneers, the battery reached the rifle pits held by
Miles! division. The gunners then proceeded to smplace their

pleces at strategic plmees along Miles' main line of realstance.
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Jhat he had geen during the aftednoon convinced Colonel Hagard
that a smoothhore battery could be more effactively employed if
mountad on the knoll occoupied by the 1lth New York. He, therefore,
ordered Battery X, 4th U. 8. Light Artillery to change places with
the 11th New York. By 11 o'clock, this shift had bean effected.
At 1 p. m. Colonel Hazard called up the 10th Massachugetis
Battery. The Massachusgetts gummers, on reaching the front,
emplaced their four 3-inch rifles on the right of Battery B, lst

Rhode Island Light Artillery st the Crow house. 78

At dusk, Mott shifted McAllister's and Plerce's brigades
to the west side of the Boydton plank road. Before moving to the
left, the brigade commarnders detached a mmber of troops. These
men were left behind to hold the rifle pits-when their units moved

to the laft. 4

By 1 p. m. UCeneral Warren was aatisflied that his corps
would be able to gontain the Confederate attack. GCriffin's
divigion, supportad by the fire of Mink's battery, had forced
Johnson's vanguard to £all back. At the same time, Ayres and
Crawford had succeseded in re-forming their divialons. warren now
daghed off a message to Meade's headquarters telling of the
morming's digaster. Warren told of his plans to recover tha

indtiative. Already, he wrots, his skirmishers on the left had




erogsed the run, One of Oriffints rigades, supported by the
reorganized portion of Ayres' and Crawferd's divisions, was
preparing to counterattack, hen the advance started, it would
pivot on the right flank of the corps, Warren caleulated that his
men would he ready to move forward by 1t45, unless the Rebels beat

80
him to the panch.

Werren, in asammneing the time that hia counterthrust
was to begin, had underestimated tl:?e difficulties involwved, It
took longsr than antigipated for Ayres and Crawford to completes
thaiy dispositions. In addition, the trouops experiesnced c_onaiderable
diffiomlty in aroassing the rain-swollen branch. It was 2130 before

81
Warren gave the order to advance.

Warren's fallure to gtiack on time cauged Heade toc have
gericus misgivings. At 2:50 Chief of Staff Webb forwarded to
Warren a copy of a message whish Humphreys had sent to army
headquarters. Humphreys reported that Miles' troops had taken
prisoners from Picketi's division, This intelligence led Humphreys
to asswme {incorrectly) that Plckett's division was opposite Miles'
center, Humphreys had conclnded that Iif Warren's wheeled to the
right 4t would "tgke Picikett on hia right flank™, In his covering

dispatch, Webli observed:
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Since Miles is already well forward from

your right flank the general commanding /Meadg]

congiders that that muat be secure, Miles iz

erdered to take the enemy's works supported by

his own ecorps. You will seesﬁhe necegsity of

moving ag soon as poasibvle,

Sinee this commmnication from Meade's headquarters
reached Warren after he had started his advance, he ignored it for
the time being., Subsequently, Warren pointed out:

The information about Pickett's division

was erroneocus, and was worags than useless to

me, According to subasquent information his

division was at that time some three or four

mlles away driving Oeneral Sheridan. Nor did

Miles asgault the enemy's hreast-was s as the

dispateh led me to infer he would,

When Warren set about organizing his countersttack, he
end General Griffin rode to the left to confer with General
Chamberlain, The tww officers asked Chamberlain if, suffering as
he was from the wounds incurred on the 29th, he felt able to
spearhead the projected attack, Warren's and Griffin’s language
in this "exigency® was very strong, Chamberlain, though in
congiderable pain, was ready for the hatardous ssglgrment.
Oriffin then gave Chamberlain his instructions., He was to regain
the ground lost by Ayres' and Crawford's troops,

At a word from Chamberlain, his troops forded the waimt-
desp run. As soon aa &1l his men had gained the right bank,

Chamberlain formed his brigade into double line of battle. o5




Gregory's brigade followtd Chamberlsin's across the branch. like
Charberlain; Gregory deployed his command into two lines of battle .
the 188th and 189th New York in fromt, the 187th New York in the
rear, Oregory's unit moved 1into position on Chgmbeprlain's right, 86
Bartlett, af'ter crossing the atream, magssed his brigade on
Chamberlain's left rear, Ayres' divisgion supported Griffin's troops
on the left enm echelon by trigades. Oriffin's skirmishers commanded
by Ceneral Pearson covared Ayres' front; Crawford’s division watched
Oriffin's right flank, The wood rcad served as the axis of
Chamberlaints advance. The remainder of Warren's corps guided their
movements on Chamberlaints brigade. 87

Brushing aside the few siirmishers sncountered,
Chamberlain'g bluecoate reached Holllday's cabin with ease, When
Chacbarlain's troocps emerged from the wooda inte the southern edpe
of Halter Butler's fleld, they were greeted by o heavy fire,
Chamberlain observed that there was a strong forece of Confederptes
(Hunton's Virginians) ensconced in the rifle pits, which Ayres'
troops had throum up in the fisld prior to their retreat. Hunton's
greyelads had "turned" these trenches. Additicnal Confederate
soldiers could be distinguizhed in the edge of the woods which
bounded the field on the north,

Chamberlain halted hie brigade and rearranged his lines,




which had been broken to some extent by the mareh through the
ragged terraln and thick woods betwesn the branch and Holliday'a,
Warren now rode up and directed Chamberlain to entrench. By this
time, Chamberlain's advance line {the 198th Penngylvania) had
Toained a slight crest in the open fiaeld®, Here, the Pemnaylvanians
were subjected to a gzalling fire Yy the Tirginians holding the rifle
pits, At the same time, sharpshooters posted in the woods which
flanked Halter Butler!s field on the east commenced to snipe away
at the Yankees. It appeared to Chamberlain "that the anemy's
positlon might be carriesd with no greater leoss than it would cost
us mersly %o hold omr grouri®, Furthermere, the men sesemed "eager
to charge over the fleld". When Chamberlain told Oriffin of his
observations, he received permimsion to push shead. 50

Once he had readjusted his lines, Chawmberlain led hig
chaering troops to the attack. As the Yankees sorged across the
field, the Rebel troops posted in the woodas to the right poured
several volleys into the flank of Chamberlainis battle line, In
addition, the Confederate artillery emplaced in “"the return® had
growled into getion, The 18%th Pennsylvania wavered. Chambarlain
ealled for azsistance; Gregory's btrigade respomded handasomely,
Gregory's commard, advancing bty battalion en echelon to the left,
dashed inte the woods, The grayelad snipors gave way in the face




of Cregory's sudden onslaught, Chamberlain'’s blueclads, their
right flank szeured, oharged the works on the run. This time the
determined Yarkess were not to be denied, Chamberlain's troope
reached the rifle pits and drove Hunton's Virginians from them
in econfusion., One regiment, the S6th Virginia, was out off and
captured, Pressing on, Chamberlain's and Gregory's soldiers
stormed aecrcss the White Osk road,

Hanton subsequently recalled, *The Federal line Ehu
158th Pennaylvaniﬂ wavered under the firas very decidedly, and a
portion of it broke srd ran. The balance of the line re.forued
urder my fire, advanced, and drove us back, I thought it wza one
of the most gallant things T had ever seen," 0

Fellowlng the smashing Union attack, Hanton's hrigade
{without the 56th Virginia) retired into the fortifications,
Helowan's greyelads had been lgolated Yy Chambarlain's and
Gregory's treaktirough to the White Oak road. To rejoin their
comrades, the South Carclinians had to detour to the morth a
congiderable distance to bypasas the Federal roadbilook. A

When CGeneral Hunton returned from the fray, his scabbard
had been bent almost double Yy a missile and he had three bullet
holes through his clothes, Osneral Lee greeted tha doughty

fighter briakly, %I wish you wonld sew thozs plaeces up; I don't
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like to see them."

"General Leae", said Hunton, "allow me to go back home
and see my wife and I will have them sewed up.®

The answer amused lae, YThe idea", he replied, "of
talking about golng to see wivesi it 1s perfectly ridiculous, sir.® 92

Chamberlain's and Gregory's soldiers had orcssed the
White QCak road a short distange west of "the return®, Jarren was
urderatandably elated by the success socored by CGriffin's troopa.
The peneral thought that his men might be able to carry the
fortifications guarding the junction of the Claiborne and White
Oalt roads. If they could storm “the return® it would remder the
Confederate position south of Hatcher's Run untenable. Yerren,
therefore, ordered the advance suspended while he made a personal
reconnaiassance,

In the meantime, to secure his galna, Griffin had
Chamberlain's and Grepory's soldiers begin throwing up entrenchmentas,
Ayrma’ division, which had not fired a roumd during the advance,
was halted just ghort of the White Oak road, Taldirg position near
the W, Dabney houﬁa, Ayrea’® troopa were faced west toward Five
Ferks, like Ayres', Crawford's soldiers had not been engaged
sinae leaving-the btranch, Crawford's division was posted northdéat

of the Holliday cabin. Its migsion was to watch the gap between




Oriffin's right and Miles' left, 93

Accompardied by a strong force of scouts, Warren rode
forward. As the pgeneral's party approached the works, they "drew
a vary severe fire from the line, particularly of artillery",
Nevertheless, Warren made a thorough examlnation of "the return®,
What he saw convinced the general "that the foe's delenses were
as complete and as well located as any ... [ha] nad ever been
opposad to". After coneluding "that it would be useless to
sperifies the men in an assanlt®, Warren retraced his stepa. Sl

When Griffints troops crcaged the wWhite Oak at 3:40,
Warren had dashed off a measage ic Meade's hesdquarters, telling
of his gains., In addition, Warren reported that the Rebel
fortifications veered sharply to the right, Warren had also seen
General Miles, whe announced that his divislon was "elome up" to
the Confederate worka,. 95

It was about 5 p, m. before Wegrren received a reply to
his message. Upon opening the dispatoh, which was signed by Chief |
of Staff Webb, Warren found that he was to secure his pesition and
protect, as well as possible, his left flank. Humphreys, Webb
observed, had bean directed 40 extend to the left and connect with
Warren's right, Webb reported that Sheridan's cavalry Was believed

to be advaneing., (At thia time, Sheridan's trocopers, in the facs




of Pickett's siashing attack, were falling back on Dinwiddie
court House.)] Warren was authorized, Af he wished, "to push a
emall foree down the White Oak road and try to communicate with

96

Sheridan ..s "

Warren had already taken the precautions outlined in
Webb's memorandum. Two of Oriffin's brigades (Chawberlain's and
Gregory's) were dug in along the white Oak road. Gregory's right
flank was in contact with Miles! left flank unit - Seott¥s
brigade, The corpa’ left flank was guarded by Ayres' division,
Crawford's division, reini‘c;rc&d by Bartlett's brigade, constituted
the corps reserve, Waimwright's artillerists, however, had been
unable to take their guns acrogs the run. Consequently, the V
Corps did not bave any artillery support at the front.

The battle of White Cak road, wilch had begun so
disastrously for Warren's corps, had ended in victory. ‘Johnson's
gallant Confederate command had seen its merming'a gaina wrested
from it by the Union counterattack. Indeed, the Seutherners were
worse off than baforae, becaunss they had lost contyol of the vital
White Dak road, Theéy were now penped up in their works. Tha
direet line of commkicationa between Johnson's division and
.Pi.cl_:ett‘a task force; had been severed. vorse waa the probable

offect of the battle on Confederate morale. The Southerners,




after a brilliant start, had failed 1ﬁ their attempt to roll up
the Union left, Furthermors, the Rebels had suffered losses which
they could 111 afford.

All told, the Yankees reported that the battle of White
Oak road had cost them 177 killed, 1,134 wounded, and 554 missing,
Of these casualties, the V Corps had suffered 1,407, General
Johnson announced that his logsses in the engagement totaled "sbout
800, inecluding killed, wounded, and missing". In addition, Johnson

claimed the capture of about KY0 bluecoats, 77
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Heport of Capualties in the I1 Corps

" Fllled Wounded MHissing
Command Officors Men Officers Men Officers Men
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Report of Casualties in the V Corps

Command

Cavalry Escort
Artillery
Griffin's Division
Ayras' Tvislon

Crawfordt's Division

Killed
Officars Men

2
1
—
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21

viit

dounded
Officors Men

25
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6
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3
—
6

5
335
p¥
Léh




THE BATTLE OF FIVE PORKS

Part VI

The V Corps Reports to Sherldan

“hen the fighting on the Jhite Dalt road had ceased,
Jarren's soldiers Wwere able to hear distinetly the roar of
battle rolling up from the gouthwest, Warren, as well as his
troops, was disheartened to obsepve that the distant rumble
seemed to be receding, If this were true, it indlicated that
Sheridan had erncountered a force which was giving him trouble,
Tnstead of advancing, it seemed to the interested listenera
that Sheridsn was being ateadily driven back by the
Confaderates, 1

Warren acetordingly deternined to rush a force to
the assiatance of the savalry, GOeneral Oriffin was alerted
to have Bartlett's brigade ready to wove out, Bartlett wes
to march cress country amxd attack the Rebel foree which was
presumably driving Sheridan's csvalry on its naked left flank.
#Major Cope of Warren's staff was detalled to acecompany
Bartlett's eolumn, z

" Praceded by Captain Horrell's escort company,

Rartlett's brigade teok up the march, The orders which




Bartlett had received from Warren were very simple, He was
to proveed toward the sound of the firing and attack the
fiebelas in the rear. After leaving the +Jhite Osk road,
Bartleti's treoops advanced in a scuthwesterly direction, It
wag starting to get dark when the brigade passed through the
picket line, The head of the column was gulded by the
digtant battle gounds, When the pickets sheuted to the
paseing soldiers as to their interxied desatination, thelr
inquiries were umnanswered, PFartlett's soldiers were as
igrorant - except that the line of march trended battleward -
of their destination as were the men manning the line of
cutposts,

At first, the 1line of march Ied aoress a telt of
open ground, shen the vanguard reached a small branch of
Gravelly Run, the Federals left the fields and entered the
timber. Ilocating a "“wood road®, MHajor Cope guided the column
slowly forwird, Before the soldiers had stooeeeded very far
inte the tisber, the firdng died down. Af'ter advancing about
one mile and crossing weveral arms of Gravelly Run, the head
af the column debouchad ints an open field, On a hill to the
soldiers‘-irmediste front could be sean Dr, Boisseau's house, -

As Captain Horrell's itroopers approached the




doater's outtuildings, they were fired en hy Confederate
plekets belonging to Munford's division, Quiekly dismounting
and deploying, Horrell's cavalrymen drove the Rebel cutposts
from Dr. Boisseau's farm. Pressing eagerly ahead, Horrell's
bluecoats drove the Scutherners down the alepe and acrusa
Gravelly Run, Since the Yankees did not attempt to croegs the
run, the Confederate troopers halted and took pesition
govering the ferd, 4

Since it was already quite dark, Caneral Bartlett
decided to5 take up 2 strong defense position and wailt for
duylight. In the meantime, the general had learned from
MajJor Cope that the Crump road lay a short diatance west of
Dr. Roisseau's house. Bartlett therefore posted his brigsde
with 1ts right flank anchored on the Crump road; his front
and left flank cavefed the road leading egstward from Dr.
Belaseaun’s toward the Boydion plank road, Outposts were sent
cut to rellieve Horrelil's troopers. Throughout the early part
of the evening, the Federal and Confederate pickets sniped
avay at each other from opposite sides of Gravelly Run, 3

By the time that Bartlett had ocompleted his
diapositi.?_r)_:a. it was very dark. The Federals then turned
their attention to tho Confederate caxp fires. Major Cope
raported that thepe fires "sesmed to stretah for miles on the




goeuth side of the run®, In additlion, the Yankees could hear
distinetly the characteristic noises made Ty a large body of
soldiers «. wagons rumbling, men talking and shouting, and
the thud of axes against trees. Most of the officers were in
apreement that the exposed positlon ccuoupled Ly Rartlettla
trigade was "a perilous one and required considersble
delicacy in handling®. The night, however, served to clogk
the Union dispositions and helped add to the command‘'s -
security, 6

At Si1b5, shortly after Bartlatt's troops had mnved
off, Warren received a measage signed by Chief of Stnﬂ’ Wabb,
It had required 30 mimtes to transmit this commnicatisn
fr;.m Meade's hesdquarters ito Warren's command pest, Olaneing
at the dispateh, @“arren discovered that he was to push a
brigede down the White Ouk road, This fores wasz expected to
cpen communicatiens with Sheridan and, if necessary, suppert
the cavalry lspder, 3Sinse the persormel at Meadae's
headquarters mlstakenly thought that the firing was stesdily
drawing nearer, Webb felt that the column which Warren was
directed to send down the White Oak road would not have far
to go to establish contact with the cavalry. 7
- Warren, however, saw things quite different frem
the way the headquartsrs peoply did. He was firfmly convinced




that the firing was ool getiing wny claser, Instead, Jarren
correetly believed that the rowr of battle was steadily
receding in the direction of Dinwiddie Court House, In
additinn, the general had just tilked with twe of Sheridan's
ecavalrymen, a lieutenant and a gergeant, who had been cut off
from their units by Plokett's attask. They told Warren that
Sheridan's cavalry had been "attacked about moon by cavalry
and infantry and rapidly driven back, two divisions (Croek's
and Devin's) being engaged”., Relaying this information to
Meade, Warren reported that he had gent Bartlett's brigsde to
support the cavalry. Warren expressad his candid sopinion
that Fartlett's relisf column would not arrive in time to be
of any aseistznce, 8

A little after 6 o'clock, one of Merrittts staff
afficers reached Meade's headquarters, He told Meade that
two of Pickett's trigades had advaneced amd secured a position
between Sheridan's and Warren's cormands., Myrthersore, by
this time, it hed become apparent to the officers at army
hezdquarters that the rear of battle was mot getting any
eloser. They now game to the same conclusion as Warren' ...

the firing was definitely receding toward Dirwiddie Court
Houae,




“hen Meade wrote Grant at 6135 p. m,, he told of
these developments, Meade observed that if Sheridan wers
unable to overecome the Rebel force opposed‘ to him, he would
be cbliged to contract the left flank of his Army of the
Potomac, Meade warned Grant that if he wars compelled to
reduce his front, he "must do it to.night", Orant was also
informed thot Heade was ordering Warren to send a force down
the Boydton plank rcad. This command would be charged with
the misslion of re-opening eommnication with Sheridan's
cavalry. ?

While Meade was drafting Crant's wessage, Chief of
Staff Webb sent fresh instructions to the commander of the V
Coi'pa. Warren was also informed that elements from Pickett's
division had penetrated into the area between the V Corps and
Sheridan's comand. To cope with this situation, Warren was
directed to send down the Boydton plenk voad the force
previoualy ardersd to move cut tha “hite Oak read, 0

When this message reached Warren, Bartlett's column
had been gone for almost an hour. If he were to recall
Bartlett's troops, it would require at least twe hours for
them to reach ilhe Boydton plank read, By then, it would be
foa daric for Bartlett's troops to aceomplish anything. The




genaral, however, thought of arother solution to the problen,
RBagause of the mddy condition of the “woed road" leading
across to Holladgy's, the artillery had been parked near the
Boydton plank road. Thrse of Bartlett's regiments had been
detailed to guard the artillery and the eorpa' wagons,
General Pearson wes in charge of this fores. Warren
accordingly determinsd to send Pearson's command down the
Boydton plank road. u

Following the receipt of his marehing orders from
Warren, Paarson started down the plank rcadd., “When the head
of Pearson's column reached Cravelly Fan, it wags discovered
that the stream was rumning bank full., The bridge had been
breken down by the retresting Confederates on the afterncon
of the 25th. Since Warren had been required to operate
without any esvalry to cover his left flank, he had -mgde no
effort to have the bridge rebuillt,

Pearson was unable to pwesed any farther until =
new strugturs wax buiit, After passing this information on
to Warren, Pearson let his men fzll out and take it easy,
while waiting for the plonsers to arrive and rebuild the
bridge, 12-

After he had glven Pearsen hls instruections, Warren




sent ancther message to Meade's headquarters, He reportad that
it was too late to gtop Bartlett, therefors, he had sent
Peargon down the plank road, “Jarren mromised to keep
headquarters informed of Bartlatti's progress, 13

After directing his divialon commanders to ssaqure
the ground gained by entrenching thelr nositlions, Warren
raturned to his headruarters, (At this time, Warren's
headquarters were at Mrs. Wilson's.) The general wanted to
be near the telegraph, 3o he could keep in ecenstant touch
with Gerneral Meade throughout the night, By 8 p. m.. Warren
ardd his staff had reached Mrs. Wilson's, H

In the meantime, Meade had recelved ez reply to his
€115 telegram to Crant. Bsgides sending Meade a copy of
Sheridan'’s 2:73C p, M. nesesage, Grant informed the commander
of the Army of the Potomac that Colonel Porter had just
returned fyom Dinwiddie Court House, Porter had told Grant
that Devin's division "had been driven bacic in considerable
oorﬂ'usio;la"mth of J, Boisseau's houge", At the time that
Porter had loft Sheridan, Crook's divigion was moving to the
front, ©Sheridan had told Porter that he expested Crook to
turn the Rebels' flank, Orant stated that he had hoped to
get Sheridan's ocavalry "onto the White Qak road west of E{J




Dabney's house”, Up te this time, Grant wrote, Shepidan had
failed to ecarry out his agsigrmment. Furthermore, the way
things were developing, therse was no asgurance that the
cavelry leader would suseeed, In this ecape, it would be
necessary for Warren to watch his left, Crant believed that
Af Sheridan were able to hold on to Dinwiddie Court House, it
would discourage any ideaa the Confederates might have of
sweeping around Warren's left flank, Even so, Grant warned,
Warren “"cannot be too much on his guard®,

In addition, Grant wanted Meade to have the
Confederate prisoners ceptured in the battle of White Oak
road, closely questioned, The general wanted to sea if lee
had receivad any reinforcements from Nerth Carclina,
Fheridan’'had incorrectly identified Heke's division as one of
the undita opposing him, This was the reason behind this
recquogt, 15

Meade answered Orant at 7:10 p, m, He announced
that he had learned nothing concerning ths reported tranafer
of Confedarate wnits from North Caroling to the Petersburg
theater of operations. Mesde added, however, that thias
certainly-would not be an impossible move on the Rebels' part,
Contimuing, Meade reported that Captaln HMichael V. Sheridan




(General Sheridan's adjutant) had just reached his headquarters.
The captain had told Heade that the Confederates were in
poagession of the Brooks road, If, as thiz news indleated,
tha Rebela had concentrated a large forge of infantry to
General Sheridan's front, Meade observed, the plank read was
open to thelr advance. TFurthermore, the captaln had warned
Meade that the Southerners would prébably resume their attack
on the eavalry corps in the morming. If they did, Meade was
of the opinton that General Sheridan would either have to
rajoin the avmy or to be reinforced, Meade did not believe
it wodld e poasible to detach any untts from the Army.of the
Potomaa to send to Sheridan, To Justify his pesition, Msade
pointed out that mot only was his left £lank resting in the
3ir but that his line waa dangeronaly extended, 1€
After walting 30 mimtes and receiving ne reply to
his commnigation, Meade sent OUrant another tslegram, He
sgain gnwunced that Captain Sheridan was at his hesdquarters,
The ecaptain, Masde wrote, had =ald that General Sheridan had
fallsn baak on IMmiiddis Court Houge, after having been
"repalsed" Wiy the Confederate infantry, In the event that he
was compelled to evacuate Dirriddie Court House, Sheridan had

tald the eaptain that he would retire vis the Vaughan read, 17

io




By S o'alock, another one of Zheridan's staff
officers, Colpnel John Rellegg, had galloped up to Meade's
headqguarters, Rellogg told Meade that Shespidan would be
unable to hold Dinwliddies Court House in the face of a renewed
Confederate onslaught, When he relayed this Anformation to
Grant, Yeade broached the subject of transferring cne of
Gibbon's divisions to the right bank of Oravelily Run. Meade
rRlse thought that it would be a good idea to have Turner's
division ol the XA{IV Corps march to Sheridan's assistance,
Moade had predicated this suggestlen on the assumption that
Grant would derny him permission to contract his lines, 18

It was 8:45 p, m, before Grant replied to Meade's
communiecations, Wheh he did, Jrant — who was evidently
becoming alarmed by the situwation ~~ ordered Meade to recall
Warren's corps. Whnen Warren had maassed his troops on the
Beydton plank road, he was to send one division to Sheridanta
relisf. This column wsg to "start at once and go down the
Boydton road”s =

Folloming Warren's return to his headquarters at
Mra, Wilson's, he and Meade had bsen in frequent commniecation,
At 8 o'olodk, Meade warned Warren that Sheridan had been
foroed back on Dinwiddie Court House Ly a strong fobel task




foree. The retreat of Sheridan's cavalry, Masade cautioned,
had exposed the rear of the II and V Corps to attack and
would "require gresat vigilance” on Jdarren's part. I Warren
had sent a solumn down the Boydton plank road {as Meade had
previously ordered), it was not to go beyond Oravelly Run. 20
8ince Pearason's troops had been unakle to cross
OCravelly Fun, Warren had already taken the step which Hesde
urged, When Warven replied to Meade's communicaticn at 8:20,
he corwveyad this information to army headdquarters. In
addition, Warren snnounced that Bartlett had penetrated
"nearly down to the crosaing of (ravelly hun®, Warren sald
that he was confident that Al Sheridan held on at Dinwiddie
Jourt House, the foe would be unable fto hold thelr gaing and
be enmpelled to fall back to Five Forks, Expregsing strong
oppasition to a night margh, Warren cbserved, "I shall leave
2 pood many men whe heve logi thelir way". Warren inquired,
"Does General Sheridan still hold Dinwiddie Court-Housei" 21
At Bi135, Warren recsived a telegram algned by
Chief of Staff Webb marked "sonfidenmtial", Soanning the
m2asars, Warren learnsd that hesdquarters was of the apinion
that the Army of the Potomac would have to contract its lines.

Warren would be required te hold, if possible, the Boydton




plank road, resting his left flank on Gravelly Run, Hatoher's
fun would be covered by Humphreys' IT Corps and Ord's Ary of
the James., Warren was alerted to hold his men ready to carry
out this order on "short motice". 22

At this hour, Meade lmew that Bartlett's brigade
had taken pogsiticn at Dr, Boisseau's, KNeverthelessa, webb
gave no intimation as to whether Bartlett was to hold his
ground, Apparently, the staff, in its anxety for the safety
of Humphreys' and Warren's corpa, had forgotten about thig
important piece of information, Farthermore, Grant, as yot,
did not know that Partlett's brigade occupied a position on
the left flank of Pickett's tagk forge,Z3
' Warren hated to ses the army take the atep cutlined
in Yebb's memorandum, He was afraid that a petreat to the
“oydton planic road would prove to be a heavy bLlew to the
morale of his soldiers. Furthermore, the ganaral felt that
Pickett's task force would be unsble to held its position,
in front of PArnwiddie Court House, begause his corns
threatoned ite left flank, 24

Consaquantly, Warren, when he answered Webb'y
eommunication, argued that the Army of the Potomae should tyy
Yo hold its gains, He pointed out that the fortifieations
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whieh hia treops had thrown up covering the plank road were
"very strong®., One division, if supported by artillery,
conld hold this line, Warren argued. The unly way the
Confederates could osarry this position, “arren stated, would
te by a strong column operating south of Gravelly Run, The
general believed that if Maade followed the aocurse of action
| wnich he proceeded to cutline, the Confederates would find
plenty to keep them buay. Warren would have Humphraya,
reinferced by the V Corps' artillery, hold the plank road,
The V Corps would be freed to eroas Oravelly Runm and assail
the Rebels from one side, while Sheridan attacked from the
other. In case the Southerners iried to reinfores Plekett,
Bartlett's roadblack would force them to detour to the west.
In summing up his arguments, Jarren announced, "Unless
Sheridan has besn toe badly handled, I think we have a chance
for an open field fight that should bm made use of", R5
Following the receipt of OGrant's Bil5 telegran
directing him to send a division of the V Corps to Sheridants
assistance, Meade had Chief of Staff Webb prepare an order
inplenenting thia decision, Warren was instructed to pull
bagk inside the earthworks covering the Boydton plank road,
Griffin‘s division was to be sent to Dinwiddie Court House,




Upon reaching the eourt house, Griffin would repart to
Sheridan, Oeneral Humphreys' 1T Corps was to cocupy the
fortifiecations northeast of Mrg. Butler's housse,

debb'as mesazgs which had been sent at 7 ofcleck
wag in Tarren's hands 17 mimtes later, Warren was
digtreased to learn that the ground which had coat so mach
blood was teo be abandoned, Nevertheless, the general
proceadad to draft a set of instructions caleulated to
implement Grant's decision, General Ayres, who was nearest
the plank read, waz to withdraw his division and mags 1t near
the Boydton plank read; Crawford was to fellow Ayres and
eonecentrate his troops behind the entrenchments southeast of
Mrs., Butler's. Oriffin was to recall Bartlett!s brigade
from ita poaition at Dr, Bolaseau's. ‘Yhen Bartlatt had |
rejoined the division, Oriffin was to return to the Beyiten
plenk road. Oriffin's soldiers would then nmove to Dinwiddie
Court House, where the general would report to Sheridan, In
exeouting this movement, the division commanders wers
admonizhed to take oares and gee that none of their pickets
or any porticons of thelir units were left behind, Theay were
to put their organications in metion immediately upen the

regeipt of this order, which Warren handed to hig staff
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afficorg for distritution at %135 p. u, 27

At this hour, all of Warren's command {(with the
exception of Bartlett's brigade, Pearson's three regiments,
and the aorps artillery), was baged aleng the White Osk read.
Chamberlaints btrigade of CGriffin’s division was on the north
aide of the road, Crawford's division was near the read on
OrAffints right, and Ayres’ in a simlilar position on hia
left, Acocordingly, considerable time would be wasted while
the staff officers wers contacting the three division
commenders, In additisn, Griffin would have to rucall_
Rartlett., At best, Bartlett could not be expected to
withdraw his pickets and get back to the Boydten plank read
bLefore 1 or 2 o'cleck in the morning. 28

Evidently, Webd deoided that him 9 o'clock diaspatch
te Yarren needed clarification. At 9:20 he handed the
telegrapher at army headquarters another message. Warren was
to see that the division slated to join Sheridan started at
cnce. In addition, Warren was given freedom "to aet within
the Boydton plank road” as he aaw fit, Webdb again informed
Warren that Humphreys' II Corps would “hold te the rosd and
the return, 29

Warren replied to the chief of stafif's communleation




at 10 p. m, He polnted out that there would be a eongiderable
lapse of time bafore Bartletti's brigade would be able to

rojoin Oriffin's division. Jince Ayresg' and Crswford's

divisiens were mot engaged, Warren had determined to withdraw

them first. ¥Even so, /arren did not feel that ths maroh of
Griffin's divigion would be retarded, because, before the
troops could cross Gravelly Run, the tyridge would have to ba
retuilt. The officer (Captain William H., H, Benyaurd) whom
Warren had sent to exanine the crroesing had prorounced it
unfordable by infantry, Fwrthermore, Captair Bermyaurd had
stated that a 40-foot span would be raquired to complete the
bridge. The general informed Webb that he would exert
himeelf tc see that the Tridge was pasasable by the time
Griffin's division reached it. -0

At this time, Yarren's corps was without pontoonsa,
The pentoon irain which had started with the earns on the
29th had been uged to bridge Rowanty Creek ard the Quaker
rozd eroseing of Cravelly Run, To construct a span at the
Boydton plank road crogssing of Cravelly Run, Warren put his
plonesrs to work rasing a house, This building would supply
materials for the construction of the urgently needed bridge.
Captain Pemyaurd was put in charge of the preject. L
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*n the meantime, Meade had been doing some deep
thinking, FExamining his maps, Meads came to the conclusion
that Bartlett would be unable to rejoin Griffin in time for
the division "to move with any promptitude® down the plank
road. To faeilitate Criffin's marech to the point of danger,
Meade issued inatructions for Jarren to attaeh ancther trigade
to his division in place of Bartlett's., when Wetb
commricated this order to Warren, he reported that Sheridan
had been attacked by four infantry brigades -~ thres fron
Fiokett's division, one from Gordon's corps, 32

wWhen Warren noted that Webb's message had been zent
at_?:bo, he realized that aray headquarters had not yet
received his dispateh regarding the condition of the bridge,
He trusted that, when Meade was apprised of this faet, he
would agree that Bartlstt would be unable to rejoin Griffin
tefors the bridge was made passable, Conseguently, “arren
declded not to make any change in his marching erders for the
time being. He would walt untll Msade had received his
telegram concerning the atate of affairs at ths crossing. 33

Fvidently, Warren'a 8:i40 message suggesting that
ho be permitted to ocross Gravelly Run with his entire corps

ard gttack the Rebels' rear, while Sheridan asgailed them




tn front, made quite an impression on HMeade, At 9:45, Meade
inquirsd of Orant, "Would 1t not he wall for “arren to go
down with h's whole corps and smash un» the force in front of
Sheridan?" Meade agreed with Warren that the I1 Cerps could
wold the line of the plank road, Unlike Warren, Msade did
net think the plank road was the best line for the V Corps to
operate along. Instead, he would have Werren move hils entire
corps up to the pesition held by Bartlett's Wrigade. From
D, Beissesu's, Warren's troops would advance amnxl take the
Rebel force threatening Sherildan in the rear. "Or"', Moade
contimied, "he could send one division to suppert Sheridan at
Mmwiddie and move on the eneny's rear with the other two",
¥Mmade neglwoted to inform Orant that the battle plan had
originated with Warren. M

This waz the first news Grant had recelved that one
of Warren's brs;gadas was at Dr. Bolisseau's on the Crump road,
Meade had been in posgession of this informatien for at least
an hour., Muthermore, Meade made no mentlon of the faet that
he had already directed Warren to recall Bartlett's brigade,
Grant seens to have held the opinion that at least part of
Warren's worps had already returnad to the plank road. 35

Roplying to Meade's commnicstion at 10:15, Urant
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tersely observed, "let Warren move in the way you propose and
urge him not to stop for amgthing, let Uriffin go on as he
wmg first directed." 36 n a second telegram, Grant requested
that Meade keep Sheridan posted on the dispesitions being
undertaken for his relief, Turtherrore, Meade was to inform
Sheridan that he was "to take general direction of the forces
sent te him until the emergency for which they are sent is
aver.,” E

Shortly thereafter, Grant handed a dispatoh to one
of his staff officers for delivery to General Sheridan,
grant notificd the cavalry leader that the V Corps had besn
ordered to his support. Two divisions were scheduled te
march by way of J. Boisseau's; a third would move down ihe
Boydton plank road. In addition, Orant announced that
Genera) Mackenzie's cavalry division of the Army of the Jamea
had besn directad to join Sheridan, I[Hackenzie's troopers
were o advance via the Vaughan read, Orant, without having
any justification for it, informed Sheridan that the V Corps
should reach him "ty 17 te-night®, Sheridan, Grant wrote,
would Pagsume command of the whole force sent to operate with
veo [PAg/ &nd use it to ths best of ... [hig/ ability te
destroy the fores which ..., /hia/ comnand has fought so
gallantly to-day, b
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As soon ag Grart had approved his mopoged plan of
operations, Meade sent another message to “arren, The leader
of the V Corps was informed that he was to send Oriffin's
division down the plank read., Ayres' ard Crawford's commards
were to join Bartlattls htrigade at Tr, Bolsseau's., They
would then attack the rear of the Confederate force which was
confronting Sherida;'.'i's cavalry. JAccording %o the latest
intslligence reaching GBQ, Sheridan's troopers uwere reperiedly
posted a short distance north of Dirwiddis Court Housze, In
aass the Rebels should best the V Corps, Warren's lipe of
retreat would be by way cf the Brooks and Baydton plank roads.
Helade urged Warren to wove rapidly, sc that he would reach
the junotion of the Brooks and Boydton plank roads ahsad of
the Confederates, Meade believed, hawever, that the foe
would fall back toward Five Forke, 1in the face of “Jarren'’s
advance. ‘“arren was admonished to move light and fast. Any
gear that would prevent the corps from meving cress countyy
was to be left behind, Worren was to notify Meade as soon as
his troops astarted to move out, 7

Meade's telegram wasa handed to “Jexyren at 10:48,
Upon reading it, Warren wag digtreased to learn thatl lMeade

gtill did nat know about the bridge, FPurthermore, Meade
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seemed to he unaware that s strong foree of Confederates
confronted Bartlettfs brigade and held the right bhank of
Gravelly Run zouth of I, Beisseau's, In additicn, “Warren
had just received nswa from on= of his staff officers, Major
William T. Centry, that a Confederats force (Roberts' North
Carclina Yrigade) held the janction of the Crump and Whits
Oak roads. The major, in attempting to cosomnigate with
Bartlett, had scoidentally blandered inte this roadbleck.
The major had escaped, twut his orderly had been captured,
Warren knew that it had been one /and cne-half hours
since he had ismued instraetions recalliny hias ecorps. The
general asgumed that, at this very mimute, the troops were
meving baek along the "wood rogd" toward the plamk reoad. If
his orders were being obeyed, Ws' division would be in the
lead. If he followed Meadels orders to the letter, Griffin's
division would havae to he pughed to the haad of the colwmnm,
while Avres! retraced its steps. Ta keep from wasting
valuabls time while tHe two divisions changed placesg, YWarrsn
detarmined to gend Ayree' division instead of Criffints to
Sherddan's support, 40
“ngwering Meade's message, Warresn polnted out that
on the receipt ef Chiaf of Staff Webb's 9 ofclock dispateh,




ha had issued insiructiocna £or his divisions te retire from
tha ¥hite Jsk road, Ayres' diviaions were Lu aove {irst, to
be followed in turn by Srawford's and Griffin’s. Warren
warned Meade that, if he altered the warch order during the
night, it would produce wholeaals confusion which would
render all his Moperations nugatory®. To escape from this
impasse, Warren informed Memde that, on his own initiastive,
he had deckded to send Ayres' division te Sheridan. At the
same time, he would take Crawford's armd Griffin'sg divisglons
ard move againat the Rebsls' flank and rear. Warren, however,
cautioned army headquarters that, with the Confederates
holding Gravelly Run below Dr. Bolgsean’s, he could not
raccomplish the apparent objects” of Heade's directive. As a
result of s break in the telegraph line, this mesaage was
delayed in transmission, **
After he had handed the signal officer the diapatoh
sddresasd to Meade, Warren {at 11 p. m.) drafted an order
implenenting this dscision. Instead of halting his commardi
near the Boydton plank road, Ayres weuld proceed down the
plank reoad to Dimviddie Court House amd repurt to Sheridan.
Crawford and Criffin, upen receipt of this order, ware to
halt and mase their divisiens., The staff offisers entrusted

with the delivery of these opders would report to Warren the
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positions currently ocouplied by Créwrard's and Griffin's
commards,

A muumber of problems, however, had arisen to plague
thae ¥ Corpe, Not the least of thess was the shortage of
staff officers, (On the everning of the 31st, there were only
six staff officers at Warren's heasdquarters.} shen Warren
had moved to ecomply with Heade's ¢ p. m. erder, he had been
foreed to detail one officer to contact each of the three
division commanders. In addition, Warren had to send a member
of his staff, Major Gentry, to get in touch with General
Baprtlett, In irying te reach Bartletti's sommand pest, Major
Gentry had blundered inte the Confederate roadblock. when
Gentry returnsd to report what had happened, 4arren called
for Major Cope. The major had just returned from Dr,
Foissean's. Cope, who ¥new the wny, was detailed to carvy
the message to Rartlett, Furtharwore, Warren had to send an
afficer to order up the ploneers, ard gulde them to the plank
rnad croaging of Cravelly Pun, At the same time, another
aide {(Captain Banyaurd) was sent %o cheek on the conditien of
the grossing, 43
_ ~In the White Cak sector, the opposing linea were
very eloge. If intalligenes of the movement was tc be kept

from reaching the ears »£ the Confederates, the Union offficers
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would have to forege the use of drums, buglas, and loud
commands in arousing their unitas, Ivery order had to be
relayed by word of mouth from each commander to his
subordinate. As was to be sxpected, eonasideratle time wag
logt while thege orders were filtering down from the ganerals
t> the non-commissioned officers. To awaken the men, the
sergeants and corvorals had to shake them.

To mpke matters worse, the night was “"intenaely
dark and stormy". At the time that the staff afficers
reached Crawford's and Griffin's headquarters with Warren's
11 o'clock order, they discovered that the two divisianﬁ had
not moved. By 1 a, m., the aides had returncd to Warren's
eommand post with this information, 45

In the mrantime, Meadels hezdquarters had been in
frequent contact with General Humphreys' II Corps, “hen the
deeislon to recall the V Corps was made, Chief of Staff Webb
tolegraphed Humphrays, At 9110 b. m., Humphreys wes directed
to have his men recacupy the position hsld during the morning.
The II Corps was to anchor its left flank on Mrs. Butler's
ard hold “the return®, *® Fifteon mimites later, Webb
rapeat;d this message, In addition, the chief of stafft
informed Humphreys, "Gensral Warren is to be left fraee to aet
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and 43 to send a dlvision to General Sherlidan at ocneca®. w7

In the wake of Meade's 10:1l5 comminication altering
darren's orders, Webb sent arother wire to Humphreys. The
leader of the II Corpe was informed that Warren was to rove
down the Crump road and attack the Rebel force opposing
Sheridan in the rear with twe divisions. Warren's third
division was to jJjoin Sheridan Ly way of the Eoydton plank
read, In view of these developments, Humphreye was to remain
on the defengive and strengthen his position, 48

Reoplying to Webb's telegram, Humphreys announced
that, according to the schedule he had worked out, his corpa
wupld fall back just before daybreszi, His troops would
reocoupy the rifle pits held on the morning of the 3lsti. 49

Fwmphreys also dispatched a message to Warren,
Bepides informing Warren of the orders he had recelived from
grmy headquarters, Humphreys wanted to kmow at what time the
¥ Corps would mareh. Humphreys propesed to synchronize his
movements with Warrven's. 9

Humphroys' commnication reached Warren's
headquarters at 12120 a, m, Acknowledging the message,
Warren pointed out thet, at firat, Meade had directed him to
withdraw immediately the V Corps from the White Jak road

secter, Subsequently, he had been advised to attack the
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Rebals with two divisions »f his V Corps, while sending a
third down the plamk road to reinfores Sheridan. Colonel
Jatmwright, with the corps artillery, was to remain on the
plank road, 'arren alsoc expressed his bellef that the
pesition currently occupied by Bartlett's rigade would
compel the Cenfederate foroe which confronted Sheridan to
withdraw before merning.

Since the talegraph was not functioning properly,
it was 1l:4% p, m, before Mesde's headquarters learned that
the Cravelly Run bridge had been destroyed and it would take
considerable time to rebuild, Meade accordingly dashed off
s message to Jarrem. He inquired about the possibility af
using an alternste route to send the division te Sheridan's
support, Meade wanted to kmow if arny time could be saved Ly
sending the reinforoementa by way of the Quaker road. After
pointing out to Warren that time was of the essence, Heade
wrote, "Sheridan campt maintain himeelf at Dinwlddie without
re-enforcements, and yours are the only ones that can be
sent." Warren was urged to, "Use every exertion to get the
LrO0Ps L0 aue lgheridaﬁ7 ap soon as possibla", In case it
befime nodbesdy, Warren was to use hoth the Boydton plank

and uaker roads to rush assistance to Sheridsn, After
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sipning the dispateh, Meade added o postseript, "If Sheridan
18 not ree-snforced in time and comgelled to fall back he will
retire by the Vaughan road", 52

At the sawe time, Hoeade telegraphad Grant, Meade
informed his superiocr of the centents of the message which he
had sent to Jarren, TFurthermore, Meade had apparently
accepted Warren's thesis that the Jenfederates would fall
back during the night, He informed Grant, "I think it iz
pessible the enemy mmy retire from Sheridan's front to-night
fearing an attack from the rear". 53

It took Meadel's 11:45 p. m, communicatlon one hour
an§ a quarter to reach Jarren's headquartersa, “hen he read
the dispatch, Warren was shocked to discover that the Union
brass was displaying "so much solicitude for General
Sheridan’s position amd the negeasity of re-enfording him
directiy®., Warren felt that Sheridan's plight mist be
desperate if Meade were willing for the V Corps to forego iis
acheduled attack on the Confederate rear to march to
Sheridants assistance, Examindng his maps, Warren discovered
that, if his troops moved to Dinwlddis Court House Uy way of
the Quaker sosd, 89 suggested Ly Meade, it would require a
march of over ten mlles, Since the night was far advanced,

Warren enleulated that, if his troops marched via the reute
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outlined by Meade, it would be imposaivle for them to reaeh
Dirmviddis Court House before B a. m, By that time, the
soldiers of the V Corps would be too late to be of any use to
Sheridan in helding Dirwiddie Court Houge,

In the evant that the Confederatea occupied
Dirwiddie Ceourt House, wWarren knew that a Union attack down
the Boydton plank road would take them in the rear,
Furthermore, a movement down the plank read would enable the
entire V Corps to march as a unit, If one division were sent
arourd by the Quaker road (as Meade proposed), it would
separate Warren's corps into three groups, A hard night
march, on tep of the previous day's fighting, would certainly
gap the vigor of his soldierasa, Warren beliewed. lccordingly,
thoy eould not Y expected ta go into action with much
enthusiasm. Ead

In view of these eonsiderations, Jarren determined
to disregard Meade's suggestion. “arren would hold
Crawford?s and Criffin's divisions where they were until
such time as he learned that General &res' trecops had
esteblished contact with Sheridan’s cavalry. This time,
Warremr theerized, would not be wasted, beeause Crawford's arxd

Griffints badly jJaded soldiers would be able to get some
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neaded resi, 35

Having arrived at this declision, Warren (at 1:2C
2, Me) informed Meade that he believed the ploneers would
conrlate the ridge across Cravelly Run before his infantry
eould pessidbly reaeh the (Quaker road, 1If, however, he was
wrong, Warren promised to have Ayres' division follow the
route propesed by Meade, Jarren also informed Meade that he
had heard from Captain Benysurd, who Was in charge of the
work on the hridge. The cantain had reported that he thought
it would not take the ploneers more than ons hour to complete
the structure, 56

It was about 10 p, me when General Ayres received
Jdarrents 9175 order directing him to fall back to the Boydton
plank read, To reach the road, Ayres' division had to beat
its way through about two miies of exesedingly difficult
eountry and cross a branch of Gravelly Run. By the time
that Aiyres reached Mras., Putler's, he received the order
directing him %o meroh his command dowm the Boydteon plank
road, Lesving his soldiers {o draw rations from the supply
train which they met, Ayres hastensd io Worren's headquarters,
Here, Ayres was informed by Warren that Sheridan had been
hord-prassed anxd needed asaistanee badly, It was impressed
on Ayres thsat he must exert himself to get his division to
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Dimriddie Court House. The genaral then rejoined his command.

At 2105 @. m., varren received a message from
Captain Beryaurd announcing that the bridge was open for
traffic, Warren immediately relsyesd this news to Meade and
AFTEs, -

As soon ag General Ayres learned that Benyaurd's
detaghment had finished the bridge aeress Gravelly iun, he
put his command into motion., Cuwyn's brigade took the lead as
the division moved down the plank road. Adcerding te Ayres,
there had been very litile delay at the bridge. The plank
voand was poed emough, btut the fatigue of the nlght mar&h, in
cenjunction with yvegterday's battle, had pushed the men to
the limit of their enduranee, As was customary, the men
marched for 50 mimutes and then were allewed o rest for ten
mirmtes, During these stepz2, many of the soldlers fell
pound amleep, To get the columm moving again, "the officers
had to uge vielonce® te get the men on their feet, By &
¢'elock, the head af Ayres' eclumn had penstrated ito within
one mils of Dirwiddie Court Housw. Ayres mow encountered one
of Sheridan's staff offigurs. This officer had left Dimvlddie
Court House at 3120 and was carrying a diepatoh from Sherldan

to Warren. -7

a1
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&yreg was told by the staff officer that his eclumn
had arrived sconer than it was expected., TIn facet, Ayres?!
division had cnme 2 mile too far., The alde anncunced that
Avres should have turned inte the Brooks reoad. If he had,
the gtaff officer remarked, the division could have taken the
Confederates frem the resr. Ayres accordingly reverged his
line of mareh. Returning to the Brocks road, the head of the
divigion turned into it just as dawn started to break, The
gtaf'f officer did not remain with Ayres to show him the way,
but galloped off to deliver Sheridan's mossage to ‘arren,

Shortly after the division had started down the
Brpoks'nnad. Generarl Avres sighted a lone Rebel picket sitting
on 2 rail fenea, Spotting the gpproathing eolumn, the
Confederate leaped off the fenece, mounted his horse and rode
off. Ayres halted his column ard threw out a strong skirmish
line, The skirmizshers were directed to feel thelr way toward
Dirwiddie Court House, Ayres belleved that if there were
any Confederates holed up in the sres between the Brooks road
and the gourt house, thay would sertainly be trapped between
hles soldlers and Sheridan's e¢rvalry.

-When the aivdomishars had moved off, the column
regumed L1ts advanca along the Brooks road. Colonel Swan

recalled, "The mareh aleng the Brooks roasd was quite joyous,

32




4 glear day was bpesking, snd the éavalry bugles away to the
left ani then nearer were vlaying lively aira that told that
the eneryy had flown.,™ Near the junetion of the Adams &rd
“rocks roads, Ayres encountered Ceneral Sheridan., Wwhen Ayres
reported to Sheridan, he was direeted to mass his division
in the open fialds west of the Jjunction and let his men
prepare thelr coifee, Taking position in the designated
fields, Ayres' division rested on its arms until 2 p. n, 60
The staff offiger bearing Sharidan's message
reached Warren's headaquarters at 4150 a. m. Upen reading the
diepatoh, Warren leasrrned that Custer's division, which was
depleyed astride the Adams reoad, was guarding the aporoaches
to Dinwiddis Court Housa. Sheridan reported that the
Confedsrate main line of resistance covered the road linking
the Adams read with Fitggerald's ford, Since Sheridan had
received an erroneous serap of informatieon indieating that
Warren had one division at J. Boissesu's, he mistakenly
btelieved that the ¥V Corpa was in the rear ard almost on the
flank of this Rebel battle line. Ascordingly, Sheridan
preposed to hold on te hizm position at Dirwiddie Court House,
If the Rehels moved against Custer, Sheridan wanted Warraen

to url the division based at J. Bolasseau's against the

33




Southerners' left flank and rear. Zven Af the Confederates
did net attack, Sheridan wanted the V Corps to go over to the
offengivae. The cavalry, Sherddan promised, would co-cperate
and try to seize the reoad linking Adamg' plantation with
Fitegerald's ford. In case the cavalry was able to carry out
its assigmmont, Sheridan believed that Warren ;.nuld be akle
to bag Pickott's entire command. The aggressive Sheridan had
written, “Jo pot fear my leaving hare /Dimwiddie Court Housg/.
I the enemy rematn I shall fight at daylight®, o

Warren was distressed to learm that Sheridan had a
mistaken impreossion of the tactigal situation, There were no
alaments of the V Corps at J, Boisseauts, The clesest that
a:# of the units of the V¥ Corps had een to J. Boisseau's wag
Ir, "cisseau's, It was a mile and one-fourth from the doctor's
to J, Boiaseau's. Furthermere, during the might, Bartlett's
trigade had been resalled from Dr, Bolaseau's. YWarren knpew
A%t would be impossible for him to carry out the plan of
operations sdvanced hy Sheridan, 62

Fallowing the receipt of Sheridan's message, Warren
left his headgquarters and returned to the White Oak road,
#ith dawn_arpprosching, Jarren warted to give his peracnal
supervision to the movements of Crawford's amd Griffin's

divisions, &3




It was about midnight when Bartletti's bBrigade
avacuated its position at Dr, Polsseau's. The dark nipght, in
cenjunction with the narrew "wood road®, rendered marching
corditions very difficult, Almoat three boura elapsed hefore
the last of Bartlett's troops rejoined Criffin's division
near the White OCak road. Bartleti's soldiers were allowed
only a short rest, About 5 a, n., Oriffin received his
marching orders. COne of YWarren's staff officers rode up te
Opiffin's ocommand pest, and told the general "to move the
First Division with all pessible dispateh, via the J,
Boisnemu house, and report to Cemneral Sheridan®, Oriffin
immediately alerted his three lrigsde commanders to hold
their units ready to move, &

Since the Confederates were known to be occupying
in force the fortifloations covering the junctien of the
Claiborne and White Oaik roads, the V Corps officers thought
it would be neceEsary to axercise a great degree of caution
in oxecuting the shift to the left, To sereen his division's
withdrawal from the rifls pite covering the White Oak road,
Oriifin directed General Gregory te have his pliokets remain
in pogltlem After the division had moved sut, the pickets
would be recalled and fall in behind Bartlett's brigade, O
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Chanberlain's brigade took the laad when Griffin's
division took up the march, At this hour, Gemeral varren did
rnt know that Plcketti's task foree was falllng back on Five
Forks, 3¢ far as darrents information went, he expected to
meet the Retels near J. Roisseau's, They had been there, he
knew, as late as midnight, Sheridem, in hi® 3 a. m. dispateh
from Dinwlddie Court House, had distinctly informed Warren
that the Corfederstes were still there, and that the V lerps’
advance would take them on their flank and resr. Not Mnowing
when he might encounter the foe, Griffin had Chamberlain's
trigade advance in line of battle., Under the impression that
he would probably atrike the Confaederates befeore he reached J.
Deisgeau's, Chamberlain meved with great care, OGregoryts and
Partlett's brigades swung along in columm hy battaliens
behind Chamberlain's, Oriffin'e line of march led wastward
across the flelds south of the Whits Osk road. Whan
Chamterlain's soldiers reached the Crump road, they wheeled
to the laft, the Crump road new served as Griffin's lime of
advance, 6

Since there wae a distinet poseibility of a
Confederate counterstroke, varren had te be extremsly sareful
when it came to withdrawing Crawferd's division, To cover
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hiz retrogressive mvement, Crawfsord formed hls division for
battle, COoulter's trigade took position on the left; Haxter'a
brigade held the center; while Kelleppg's troops watched the
richt. Baxter's troops were the last to retire. The 39th
Maggachugetta, deploysd as skirmishers, covered Baxter's
withdrawal., “Yarren accompanied Barxter's command antil he
became convinced that the Rebels had mo motion of following
the V Corps. Hesides watehing the eneny, the 39th
Magsachusetis helped to check straggling.

Both Coulter's and Baxter's btrigedes marched in
line of battle, Kellogg, whe held the post of danger, had
his command move ln colnmn by regiments. Tn the event of a
COr;fedcrate atitack, Kellegg oould quickly deploy his soldiers
to the right and rear., Afisr detaching a strong feres of
skirmishaers to kesp the Rebels ocoupled, Crawford's division
marched off toward the west,

Ax soon as the division was well on its way, the
of ficers in charge of the skirmishers reassembled their men,
They then hasteried off to rejoin their units. The
Confederates, howsver, made no effort to follow the V Cerps. 67

Lonaral Warren's escoert, after the departurs of the

corps, retired aleng the "woed read" toward the plank road,
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The cavalrymen had the task of turning back any men or supply

wagons that had mot received information regarding the ¥V
Corps! withdrawal from the hite Oak road, ' -

Jarren remained with Crawford until after the head
of the division had turned ints the Crump read, Comvinced by
this tine that he had been successful in his efforts to
disengage bis corps, Warren left Crawford. Accompanied hy
his stalf, Warren rode forward and joined Oriffin, It was &
iittle after 9 a. m. wren Warren reached Griffin's command
poat, 68

At J. Buisseau's, Griffin's vanguard encountered
Devin's cavalry division, which was advaneing up the Adams
rosd. It was about 7 a, m, when Criffin's troops established
contact with Sheridan'’sz cavalry. Oriffin stopped his
division and reported o Ceneral Sheridsn as directed.

Sheridan ordared Griffin to halt his troops, mass them, and

-awdit fagrther orders. The bodies of the men and the hworaos

ikilled in yosterday's fighting were scattered about the area,
A =moldier in the 118th Pemnsylvania reacalled thet, as the
eolumn cane to a halt:

—~  General Sheridan and hia staff

emorged from g neighboring wood, His

appearante had not bacome familiar to the
soldiers of the 5th Corps, mor had they




yot bean impressed with that personsl

nagnetism whichy rouged all figzéing men

with whom he eame in contaet.

wWhen Sheridan rede up, he asked Chamberlain where
Yarren waz, To this inguiry, Chomberliain replied that he
thought ‘arren was at the rear of the cclum,

“That's Just where I should expect him to belY,
gaid Sheridan, (Warren's reagon for being at the rear while
disengaging his corps has already been discussed.) The
imputation cast on Warwven's valor by tila remsrk to ome of
Warren's sobordinates could not be considered productive of
pood diacdpline, even if there had been a shadow of truth in
it. The officers and men of the V Corps, however, knew
differently. "“Jarren was never the ome to be in the rear
when there was a fight going on, VvWhen amyone wanted te find
him durdng a battle, they had to go te the fromt 1llne to do
ign 70

Oriffin, Ain zccordancs with Sheridan’s instructions,
massed hin division across the Adans rosd, ons-half milas
south of J. Boisgesu's. Vhen Warren joined Griffin, he
leprned that Ayres' division was concentrated about three.
quarters of a mile below Uriffin's, near J. M. Brook's,
Crowford's soldiers resched J, Boisseau's shortly after Warren,
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The division halted, arnd Crawford allowed his men to orepare
thelr breaxfast and rest, 7
While Warren was eonversing with Griffin and

waiting for instruetions freom Sheridan, a staff officer rode
up, The aide harded Yarren a meszsage sipned o Chief of
Staff Jevb. Glanecing at the dispatch, Yarren learned that,
as swon as the V Corps rendemvoused with the eavalry, he was
to report to Sheridan for orders. Furthermore, feneral HeaQe
wanted #“arren to subtmit a progress report. It was a8 littile
vefore 9130 when this cormmnication was delivered to Warren, 72
General Yebb had zigned this order at 6 a, m. At
the same time, Meade had sent a telegram to Orant, Meade had
conlcluded his mesgage with these worda, "Warren will be at or
near Mimwiddie soon with his whole ecorps and will requirs
furthoy orders,” 73
In the abasnoe of ewvldgpee to the contrary, these
dispatehes indicate that Ceneral Warren was roegponsille to
Meade up until & o'clock on April 1, Up until then, Jarren
"had met the intentlons and expectations of his comuanding
officer, nnd had even exgecded, or anticipated them®, Twn
divisions of the V Corps reported to Sheridan by or before 7
a; m, == tWo and one-half hours before the reeeipt of Webb's

& o'clock communication, 7
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Warren immediately moved io comply with eade's
request, He reported that the V Corps had crossed lravelly
oun and way massed at J. Boisseautsa., Warren pointed out that,
while he hadn't net Sheridan "personally”, Griffin had spoken
with the cavalry leader. Delighted by his success in
disengaging his corps, Jarren informed hesdgquarters, "The
enamy did not fellow with a single man when we laft the White
Qak troad this morning%, Warren alse breached the subject of
re-victualing his command. He belisved that his troops could
draw rations by way of the Boydton plank road, 75

Warren's failure to repert directly to Sheridan
might have been a contributing facter to hiz relief later in
the dxy,. Colonel Porter wag "positive that this delay in
reperting was very amoying to Sheridan®, Several other
cormentators also subscribed to this view, In fact, after
resting for essveral hours, it seems to have ocourred to
Yarren that 1t might be a good idee to have an interview with
Sheridan, About 1l a, m., when he finally contaocted the
eavalry leader, ¥arren mromounced his mamner "friendly and
cordial®, At thila time, Sheridan was dismounted. After the
two officBFs had conversed for & few mizmtes, Sheridan oalled
for his horse and rode off toward tha fremt. Following

Sheridan's departure, Jarren rejoined his command. 76
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Exeapt for a daring coup carried out by three
members of the 16th ¥Mighigan, the seldiaera of the V Corps
avent a quiet merning, Not knowing that the V Corps had been
withdrawn {rom the hite Oak road, the thres Mlehigenders
pasged to the west of the II Cerps' picket line. The
soldiers plamed to rejoln their regiment, which was assigned
to Bartlett's brigade, Encountering a captain ard 14 sen of
the 16th Nerth Carolina Cavalry Battalion, the Yankaes foreed
the Southoarners to surrernder. Ascompanied by thelr prisoners,
the bluecsata rejoined their regiment south of J. Bolsasau's. 77

Fallowing the receipt of Meade's directlve
org!ering the II Corpa to fall back and occeupy the
fortifiaations covering the Beydion plank read, Husphrays
drafted an order calculated to implement hia superierts
decigien, The rotrogresgive movement was to begin on the
right by Hays! and Yott's divisions, These two unlts were
schaduled to retire at 3130 a. m, Hays' division on the -
extreme right would ococupy 2 line exterding from Armstreng's
Mill to the Taylor houge; Mptt's command in the center waa to
hold the rifile pits between the Taylor and Rainay houses.
Ceneral Yiles' division on the laeft was to fall hack into the

trenchaes covering the Beydvton plank road. Miles' left flank

ho




would rest on Cravelly Run, while ﬁis right flanle held "the
return”. This dispatah went out from corps hwadguarters at
1130 au m 70

At the stipulated hour, Colonel Olmsted (whose
brigede had beon shifted to the left on the previocus
afternoon to oceupy the rifle pity vacsted Ly Pearcels troops)
mustered his command, By & o'cloek, Olmsted®s had reported
to General Hays, The division commander had Olmsted's
saldiers reocoupy the trenches on the ieft of Mclvor's
brigade, which they had formerly held, 9

Throughout the morning and early afterncon, }ia;y'a'
division took it eaamy, At this time, Hays had two Drigades wa
MeIvor's and Olmgtedts —~ in the trenchea, and ane in regerve,
Smyth's, About 2 p. m., Hays issued instmetions for Melvor
and Tlmgted te see if thay could advance their lines cloger
to the Confederate main line of reasistance. Covered by n
gtrong skirmish line, the fwo brigades pressed forward, The
Confederate outposts were sasily driven in, All told, the
Yankees advanced their lime abeut 300 yards, On the right,
feIvor's brigade was in eontaet with the XXIV Corps on the

Qast gide of Hatoher's Run, 7o saoure their galins, Melvor's
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and Olmstedts treops quickly threw up a new line of earthworks.
Smyth's brigade moved up and occoupled the trenches recently
vacated by Clmsted's troops. The ground gained by Hays'
blueelads on the aftermoon of the lst would be used by the
division as its jumping off point when At moved against Fort
Powsll., The attack on this strongheld was scheduled for &
a, m, on the 2d, 8o

Yott!s division returned without arny incident
worthy of mote to the poaition which it had held on the
previons morning, Upen recccupying the breastworks between
the Rainey and Taylor houses, Mott placed MeAllister's and
Pearce's troops in the rifle pits; De Trobriand!s brigade was
pasted in resmerve, 81

Miles started pulling hla treops baak from the
ground which they had aseized near the White Oaks road at
33130 a, m. The Confederates made ne offort to harass Miles'
infantrymen as they retired, Acoordingly, the wilhdrawal
want off ng scheduled, “han he reached the Boydton plank
road, Mles placed Seoit's bripgade on the left. Seott, who
would protect the IT Corpe! left flank, rested hiz left on

Gravelly Run, General Ramsey's brigade held the rifle pita




an the right of Secott's eommand, The btrigade commanded by
General Madill held "the return® en the right of Ramsey's
btluecoats, HMadill's right flank wae in eontact with
HeAllister's left at the Rainey house, I[Miles'® ather brigade,
Tugent's, was held in reserve, Buring the day, Mugent's
commarsl was ¢zlled upen to furnish large fatigue details for
work on the fnriii‘ications. Bz

Not wishing to waste the day completely, Miles saw
that his men were supplisd with rationg and ammnition, In
addition, the Iripade commanders were directed to inspact
their units ‘o insure that their men's arms amnd acmﬁ'ements
were in order, &3

“iith the exception of one battery, the II Cerpa!
artillery was not engaged on the lst, Shortly after daybreal,
the cannensers of Battery B, lst Rhede Island which was in
position at the Crow hougm, opened fire on Fort Powell, The
Rebels replied, After a short duel, the artillery fell
silent, Daring the late aftermcon, Battery B, lat New Jergey
wae again placed in battaery near the Ralney house. Since an
ungagy quiet had settled over Humphraya' sector, the V Corps’
grtillsr:h__which wag temporarily attached te the IT Cerps,

rematned parked throughout the day, oF
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Ty the avening of the 31st, the last of the trainsg
belenging to the Army of the Potomae had ¢resged Rewanty
Creek, As soon as the lezst wagon had reached the west bank
of the areek, Cenerszl Mackengie relayed this informetion to
General Yeade, At the sm;ne time, Mackenzie requested a Iresh
assigrment, 85

When Crant learned that Maskenmgie's division was
leoking for work, he ordered Ord to send the unit te
Dinwiddie Court House. 86 Upon the receipt of CGrant's
telegram, Ord ismued instructions for Mackenzis "to get off
as soon in the morning as possible*, 87 Orant was not
satisfied with this move on Ord's part. A terse mssoage went
out under Orant's sipgnature, "I want Mackenzie to go to-night.
It may be tooc late to-morrow morning.” 88 orant also informed
Meade of him nlana to rush Mackensmie to Sheridan's assistance, 89

Tt was too Inte, howover, to shange Maakensie's
orders, Accordingly. Mackengle's dlvision did not gei under
way until esrly on the morning of the lat, Tt was about 3:30
otslock when Maokengle's troepers broke ocamp and erossed
Aowanty Creek, Marching by way of the Menk's Neck and Vaughan
rogds, the-hard.riding troopers headed for Dirwiddis Court
90

Houge,
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THE BATTLE OF FIVE TORKS

Part ViI

The Battle

A 1ittle before 10 p. m, on the 3lat, Genaeral
Pickaett received an important piece of news from General
“unford, The cavalry officer's scouts had captured two
seldiers from Warren's familiar V Corps., These infantrymen
belengad to Bartlett's birigade, whieh had pushed southwestward
from the White Oak road and oecoupled the high ground at Dr,
Boisseauls, The position held by this Federal unit was north
of Gravelly Run ard on the left ond resr of Fickett's task
forea, Yt is uncertain whether Pickett knew the exact
location of Bartlett’s command. Nevertheless, the general
decided that it would be umwise for his troope te try te hold
the ground gauined in the day's fighting.

Acanpding to Fite lae, Pickett belleved that
Bartlett's btrigade was spearheading an advance of the eatire
V Corpa, Pickett had already determined that Sherldan's
cavalry held Dinwiddie Ceurt House in foree, Now, to make

matters worse, he knew that the Union leaders were rushing




infantry o Sheridan's assistance. Confronted by this
gitusti~-n, Pickett felt that he should rot oxpose his force
neadlessly, It was retter, he concluded, to take positlon
where he could discharge his orincipal duty, 'which was to
afford protection tn the right flank of the Army of Northern
Virginla and the appreaches to the Southaide Rallread. 1
Consequently, orders were issued for the task force
to pull back. The withdrawal was slated to start at ¥ a, m,,
and would follew the line of the previous day's advanse. By
the hour fixed £ the return march, it was appsrent tq
Piekett and hiz »fficers that their left was being threatened
by another Union column {Ayras' division) pushing down the
Boydteon plank road. As & resmlt of the usual delays
associated with breaidng camp, 1t was daybreak {about 5 a, m.)
before the last of Pleketi's five infantry brigades (Corse's)
began to slog morthward through the mmd, GCeneral Manford's
troopers covered the rear of Piclkett's retreating column. At
the same time, Reonsy lee's snd Rosser's divisions recrossed
Charberlain's Bed, and returned to Tive Forks by way of little
Five Forks. 2

—Sheridants vanguard (Custer's division) nipped at

the hesla of the retreating column, Even though the Federals




failed to attack, thev always remained in sight or close
enough to know what was transpiring. Sheridan, however,
neither tried to force a fight nor to cut off the Rebel
guns and trains which had started for Five Forks at 2 a. m.
The artillery had an uneventful march through the
apring mud and by sumrise was parked on the greund it had
socupiod before yesterday's engagement. Hungry gunners,
finding no rations, had to rob thelr horses of some of the
animels' corm. Parched over the fire, the cern constituted
the artillerists' breskfast. Plcokett probably fared mo
better. Fven so, he brought back all his wounded, aml his
rear guard (Munford's division) watched Sheridan's movements
e¢lvaely. The Faderals, Pickett c¢oncluded, at the moment did
not aim to turn his right flank, Instead, they appeared to
want to push a force between his task force and Anderson's
corvs on his left. Subsequently, Plokett recalled "that he
sent Lee a telsgram to this effect and asked that a diverslen
be mrde to mrevent his iszclation,” b
When the infantry reached Five Forks during the
foprenocon, Plokett sent his wagons across Hatcher's Run, He
~would aler-have depleyed his task fores on the merth bank of

the stream, Plokett recalled, had he not received a telegran




fre-m Lee urging him to, "Hold Five Forks at all hazards.
Proteet road te Ford's Depst and prevent Union forces from
strilidng the Southside Hailrecad., Regret exceedingly your
foreed withdrawal, and your inability to hold the advantage
you had gained.t

This messaga was, in a sense, Justif'ieation for the
eourse Plckett had pursued: Lee recognised that the
withdrawel had been forced. At the same time, the telegranm
from OHQ forbade e farther retreat, for compelling reasons,
If Five Forks were sbandoned and the Federals were able to
reach the Southside Rallread and cut the wagon roads leading
to the west aleng the south bank of the Appomattex, all weuld
be lost, Again, if Pickett's tarak force gave up Five Forks,
the mmerically superior Unionists would be able to pass ta
the westward along the White Oak road, cirele the headwaters
of Hatahar.'s Run, and turn the Confederate right {lank, The
position at Pive Forks was weak, in itself; but, astrategically,
it was the moat i.uportant' on that gector of the frent, It
asimply hed to be defernded. 5

Plckett obedisntly halted at Five Forks. BHe wrote
gubsequently that he assumed his telegram concerning his

withdrawal had boen recelved at army headquarters.




Aceordingly, Pickett belleved that Lee, in addition to making
a diversion in his favor, would send him reinfercements,
Onerating on these assumptions, Pickett "may not have Leen
vigilant or careful in deploying his troops to meet possible
attaeck that day¥, &

The genernsl poated Fooney Iee's cavalry division on
the right, along the west beundar: of Gilliam's field. Om
hiz left, Pickett nlaced 3 regiment of Manford's mounted
division -~ the 2th Virginia Cavalry. This unit was to
maintain contaet with Brigadier General Willlam P. Reberts!
under strength hrigade., Roberts' command picketed the area
between Pickettls laft and the Confederate fortifications
eovering the junetion of the Claiborne and White Oak roads.
Raberts' troopers were stout fighters but, like moat of the
Confederate organizations, the brigade had an acute shortage
of experienced field offieers. A stronger wigade should
have been given this assignment, 7

The {onfederate main line of reaistance covering
Pive Forks was held by the five 1nfant:y brigades of Plckett's
task forae. General Ransom's North Carolina brigade of

Johnson®s division waa posted on the left., To afford

protection to his left flank which waa resting in the alr,




Ransom refused it. Ceneral :allace’s South Carolina brigade
joined Ransom on the right. Next, and extending as far west
as Five Forks, was Steuart's brigade. To Steusrt's right was
Mayo's command, Beyond Mayo, as the rignt flank element, was
Corse's brigade., Corze's, Mayo's, and Steuartts brigades
hailed from Virginia. Twe of these three units (Mayo's and
Steuart's) had been with Pickett at Cettysturg. 8

Except for the refused left flank, Plekett's main
line of resistance paralleled the White Cak road, The
frontage held was about one mile and three-quarters in length,
Te strengthen their pesition, the Confederate officers had
their men dig im, Pegram's slx guns were placed along the
line wherever the cannoneers could f£ind fields of fire in the
wooded countryside, Three of Pegram's pleass were unlimbered
on Corse's right; the remalmder were placed in battery at
Pive Forks. The four guns manned by the cannoneers aof
Captain William M, clregor's Batltery ware aent tc GCeneral
Ransom, 7

The remaining units of Munford's division were
stationed along the Ford's Church Road, which led northward
ta the raiirvad. Rosser's division, which would oonstitute

Piekeatt's strateglo reserve, was posted merth of Hatcher's




Puan. In addition, Rosser's trospers would wateh the train.
His division had been given this assigmment, Rosser recalled,
beeanse the sore.baaked, hard-ridden horses needed attention, 10

Mony yeara later, at Warren's court martial, Fitz
lae explained why the Confederates had made their dispositions
along the white Jalt road with less eare than usual, Lee
reealled:

“hen we moved towards Fiye Farks,

hearing nothing more of ,,, [darren'g/

infantry's move which we had heard of

the night before, I thought that the

movements just there, for the time being,

wora sugpended, and we were not expacting

arny attack that aftermeon, se far as I

know, Our throwing up works and taking

position were sinply Eineral matiers of

militaery precsution,

Fitz Iee believed that hia truepers and Plokett's
infantry could handle any threst by Sheridan's cavalry, If
the Union infantry leoft their limes to support Sheridan, then
a corresperding foree from Anderson's corps would be rushed
to Five Forks. Such was the reasoning of Fite lee as well as
of Plokett,

Bither Fite Lee and Pickett were ignerant of the
details of the battle of White Oak roed, or they failed to
realize its significance. Anderson's corps was reduced by

the logges suffered in the bitter fighting on the 31at, and




two of its four Yrigades vere already serving with Flokett,
It was in mo ocondition to render any further assistance to
the forees on its right., Apparenily, however, neither Fitz
lee nor Fickett realized this. Aleng with the rest of the
Aymy =f Horthern Virginia, they cherlashed the general
velief —. a2 belief which helped to create a special ssprit de
sorng ~- that Lese somehow ecould contrive to achieve the
rimpossible®, even though, in this cage, the line was
stretched to the breaking point. 12

The good showing made by his infantry in the battle
of “hita Oak read on the 3lst had not deceived Ceneral lse,
He realirzed on the morning of the lst that the situatlon was
growing inareasingly prave, even though his troops still
grimly held the Petersburg linea. When he addreassed a latter
te Preaident Jefferson Dovis, iee explained that when the
Fedarals had extended their lines to Dinwiddie Court House,
it had eut the Army of Nerthern Vipginia off from the depct
at Stony Creelk. The general reminded the PFresident that the
faraga for the army's eavalry had formerly been delivered te
that point,

Furtherrore, it would now be more diffioult to give




up Petersburg, because heridan's rapid advance had deprived
lee of the use of the ‘hite Oak road, Trom his position at
Dimwiddie Court House, Sheridan could sweep around leets
right flank and cut both the Southside and the Richmond amnd
Darville Hailroads, "Thiz", in Lee’s opinion, obliged the
Confederates "to prepare for the necessity of evacuating ...
[Eheiﬁ? position on the James River at once, and also to
considar the best msans of accomplishing it, and our future
gourse,” There was no longer any hope, lee left Dawis to
infey, that time remained for & gslow reomeval of supplies from
Richmond, He would 1like to have the Prasident's views on the
mbjeet, Ise concluded, The general, however, felt that the
attuation was so dark that hls contimed presence at
Petersburg was necessary. If either the President or
Searetary of Yar Breckinridge could come to Petershurg for a
eonference, lase would be happy. &
Shortly after lee had drafted this message, he
regolved the measage from Pickett telling of the forced
withdrawal from the vieinity of Dinwlddle Court House, Thia
was bad news, Looking at his map, Lee saw that it was only
seven and one-half miles from Dimwiddie Court House to the

Southside Raillresd, If the railroad were to be saved,




Picketl could not afford to give ground. Lee accordingly
sent his, "Hold Five Forks at all hazards" communicaticn to
Pickaett, 5

The one vrosg eot of saving a desparate situation
contimied to be the possibility that Grant might blunder and
axpege his "army groun' to a Confederate counteratroke, Iee
accordingly proceeded to strangthen his position as far as
mractlicable with artillery. He acted sn the eound prineiple
that this was the first assentlal to going over to the
offensive in osse Urant made a mistake. 16

Brigadier General William N, Pendleton, lee's chief
of’ artillsry, was ordered to transfer to the Petersburg lines
a part of the regerve artillery. Seven guns belonging to
Lieutenant Coleonel William T, Poague's batialien which had
Leen held in reserve near the Howlett line wera transferred
to the Petersturg front, These puna were parked behind the
sector neld by Gordon's Cerps. 17

At this time, Cordon's spldliers were very close to
the trealking peint, inasmach as more than one-half of them

had to be contimously on duty. 18

Beyond Oordon's right flamk, A. P. Hill, who had

returned that merning from an uncomploted sick lsave, rosumed
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laadership of a eorps that waz 1little more than a shadow of
itgelf. All of Gorden's troops, plug that part of Hill's
gorpa east of Armstreng's 411, now numberesd only about
11,00 strong. Thay cocoupted «— it could not be said they
held ~- fully 11 miles of front, from the Appemzsttox to
Hatcher's Run, 17

lea knew that this atterustion ef his Iine was a
degperats gamble with riin, especially zt a time when Plckelt
was rotreating. To make matters worse, Confoederate patrols
now captured troops belonging to the X{IV Corps. This wam
the first definite information that lee had recelved that at
least a part of the Army of the James had slipped away frem
longstreet and crogsed the James River, Lee was qulck te act
on thiz information., The genaral reasoned that, if the XV
Corps had reinforced the Army of the Potomae in front of
Patershurg, and no other units had taken its place, then
Longstreet oould go over to the attack ard foree Urant to
tranefer troops back to the neorthaide, If, however,
longatreet did not fee] he could suecassfully launch an
agamalt, he could dispateh part of his corps to strengthen
the Petersburg front. A telegram presenting these

alternatives tc longsireet left lae's headoquarters on the




2
morning of the lst, 0

Having completed his wmorning's business at army
headquarters, lLee rode over to Anderson's command post, The
genaral wanted to ret a firat-hand view of cperations in that
sactor, Reaching the front, Lee learned that the Federals
had "disappeared from the vieinity of the ‘+hite Oak read",
Sgouts semt out by General Johnson had returned wlth the
informatien that the Yankees had moved to the weat, in the
diraqgtion of Senersl Plckett?!as front., 3o far as the records
show, Les heard rothing more from Plckett, 7

While waiting at Anderzen's headequarters, lee
regeived a telegram from longstreet, "0ld Pete", replying to
lae'a earlier commnication, amounced that Colonal Robert
Ould had told him that the Unlon troops remaining nerth of
the Jameg were Negroes., At this very mimte .. Longatreet
abserved, his scouts were trying fto verify this information,
5inee he belioved the Union gunboats would frustrate any
affensive astivities which his ecorps might urdertske,
longstreet thought it would be better if he used the troope
that eould be spared to reinforce the Southside. 2%

“Angworing longstreet's tolegram, lee direscted "0ld

Pate® to geot resdy to runh tboopa to Petersiurg in caae the
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acouts were able to gonfirm Colonel Culd's report.

later in the dav, lLee learned that Ceneral Roberts!
trigade hed saptured gaveral Union cavalrymen, Searching the
prisoners, the Confederates found they had letters in thelr
saddlebegs which identified them as belencing to the lith
Permsylvania Cavalry, a unit assigned to the division led by
General Kautz, (At this time, the cevalry division formerly
led by Kaute was commanded by Mackenzie.) Consequently, lee
fired off a wire to longstreet asikdng hiam to ascertain what
munted units were on the northaide. ILongstreat gent Gary's
trigade to investigate., "Old Pate™' s theery was “that
Gemeral Sheridan may have taken Kauta's cavalry, as they were
fresh, and left n portion of his own in their place®.
(lengstreet was wrong in his contention. All of Sheridan's
corps had orossed the James on the night of Mareh 26.} 23

In addit,i.an- to the mmg overconfidenca of Fitz Lee
and Piokett, and their lack of underatanding of the dread
irmmediacy of the arisis, another factor entered the pleture,
It is probable that the third consideration, a very human one,
led Fite lee and Plokett to assume that "general pracaution
sufficed,

Bafore being recalled to Five Forks, Genaral Rosser
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had spent a day on the Nottoeway River. The shad had been
runming in the stream, With a barvowed seine, the young
genaral had made a fine eateh, Jeme of these he had placed
in his headquarters ambulange and hrought witn him to Five
Forks, As scon as Rosser was ordered to past hls division
north of Hateher's Run, he arranged to have the fish oleaned
and split. Next, the shad were placed on stickas in {rent of

a brisk fire. 24

Agsured "that this would provide 3 meal delectable
at any time amd inceredible in the hangry days of bene-guaaing
war", Rosmer invited Pickett and Fitz Lee to the shadebake,
Hurgry amd probably half wet, Piokett gratefully accepted,

He promized to join his host at the dezignated place in one
hour, Fitz Iee, with equal gatisfaotion, alse Abcapted.
Neithep ganeral lost ery time in preparing tw keep his
appointment, 25

It was after 2 o'cloak when Fite lee swung into his
saddle, But before the general started for the shad-bake,
General Munford gallopod up on a foam-flecked horse and
hamded lee a dispateh from lieutenant Wytha B, Graham of the
8th Virgigig Cavalry, (The lieutenant's unit had been given

the tasnk of maintalming centact between the left flank of
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Pickett's main line of resistance and Hoberts! brigade.)
igoording to Grahem's story, Roberts! brigade had been
attacked and overpowered by the Yankees (Mackengis's division)
east of Five Forks, Roberts' brigade had teen shattered by
this onslaught. Some of the North Carolinians had been
driven back on Anderson's lines guarding the junction of the
Claiborne and white Oak reads; the rest had fled westward and
sarried the tidings of the disaster to Graham's unit. 2
1f this information were correct, then Sheridan had
reached the White Oak road and had severed the direet line of
communiontion between Piakett's task force and Anderson’s
gorps., The "isolation" dregded by Pickett was a reality.
Reinforeementa, if sent to him, would have to cut their way
through a Unjon roadbleock. 27
Fitz loe waa either "lmpatiently hungry or
uncritically akeptioal'. He read the dlspateh and remarked,
"Jell, Munford, I wish you would go over in persen at once
and see what this means and, il' necesgary, order up your
Division and let me hear from you."” With that, the shisf ef
cavalry rode off, Shortly thereafter, Manford saw Fite loe
and Pickett ridimg up the Ford's Church read togsther toward

Hateher's Run, At this time, Munford knew nothing of the two
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mzjor generzls' destinstion or of their reason for being
togather. 28

The unammmsd departure of the two senior
officars for a point approximately one ard one-fourth miles
from the front left Rocney lee in charge of operations,
Roonecy loo, however, was far ocut on the right and had
received no word that his senlors had left the fleld,
Furthermors, Rooney lee probably had not beem told of the
elash on the left, in whiech the Union cavalry had routed
Roberts' brigade., The senior among the cavalrymen facing the
"foa who had struck Roberts' North Carolimdans waa Mmnford,
3ince FPitz Iee had been acting as chief of cavalry, Munford
had been in aharge of the Flrst Division. The infantry, in
the absenca of Pickett, had "™Maryland" Steuart as their
cormander. Colonel Pegram wis the ranking artillerist on the
field, 29

None of these men (Reoney lse, Munford, Steuart, or
Pogran) knew that Pleokett and Fite Lee had ridden to the rear.
The shad-bake wae & soclal secret, Sinee the food was
abandant, the affair was slow and deliberate, s every foast
should be., If there was "somsthing to drink", it probably

wag not shumned, Hany of the Givil War officers did not
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hegitate to indulge even in the presence of the enemy. If
the three penerals (Pickett, Fitz Lee, arxl Rosser) preceded
or follewad thelir dimner with a Iittle whiskey or brandy,
there was no evidence, then or thereafter, that any of the
tric was inebriated, 30

The time slipped by "pleamurably”, While the
generals were still picking the bones from the broliled sghad,
two piokets dashed up. Reporting to the high raniing
officera, they anmounced that the Yankees were advaneing on
all the reads that the task force was gnarding. Roasger
recalleds

These reports were made to Pickett

and to lee and zs the position at Five

Forks was considered as well chosen and

atrong tut litile attentlion was given to

the enemy's advanca, I was suffering

from my wouryl and &s T was not

dmmedistaly in command of the pickets I

took no ateps ta reinforee them,_ Indead

the pickets were a part of ..., /[Oensera

Hanfordfa gcommand and I, reporting diract

o Ganeral lee, and as he wis present,

falt little or no ooncern about them,

Perhaps Rosser and hls feasting comrades wers the
less eoncerned aver the pickets' reporis because there had not
been any sound of astion fyrom the front; the Federals

evidently were asproaching but were not attacking. The
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officers at the front could he expectad to cope with any
small seale aectionsp that might flare up. X

Shortly after 4 o'clesk, Pickett agkod Hosser for a
courder to take a memsage to Five Ferks, Obligingly, Rosser
offered two, one of whom, according ic Rosser's rule, would
ride ahead of but in sight of the second. Plokett drafted
his dispateh and gave 3t to one of the oourders, They
atarted down the Ford's Church read, Deubtless, the
convarsation around Hoaser's hosgpitable fire was resuned,
Soon there came from zouth of the run = urst of rifle fire,
In plain view, on the other side of the stream, the genarals
saw the leading osurier captured by the Federals. At the
same moment, s bluecoated hattle line swept toward the Ford's
Chureh road, -2

On the night of the 3lst, Ueneral Sheridan's
headquarters were at Dinwiddie Court House, when Sheridan
received word that the V Corps would report to him, he was
told that Warren's troeps were in positlon near S, Dabnayts,
looking at his maps, Sheridan saw that 5, Dabney's Waz in the
angle formed hy the Boydton plank and White Osk roads,
Sheridan was of the opinion that if Warren had moved

according to Orant's expestation, "there would appear to have




been but little chance for the ascape” of Pickstt's infantry
which was deploysd inr front of Dirwiddie Court House.
Aegordingly, Sheridan, at 3 a. m., dispatehed his, "I am
holding in front of Dinwiddie Court House'" memsage to warren,

In antieipation of a resumption of the fighting on
the lst, Custer's troopers had alept on thelr arms, Ouster’s
divigion was posted on ths high ground about three-quarters
of a mile porth of Dirnwiddie Court House. About the time
that the first streaks of dawn were appearing on the sastern
borigon, Custer's scouts discovered that the Confederatesa,
under the cover of darineas, had retired frow the Faderala?!
immediate front, Ouster lmmedlately commnlcated this
information ta Sheridan, 3 Upen the receipt of this
important intelligence, the cavalry laader ealled for Oereral
Merritt., Sharidan direeted Merritt to follow the retreating
Rebels with Custer's and Devin'a divisione. 5

At this time, only two of Custar's brigades
(Capehart's and Pennington's} were on the field. Yells!
trigade was guarding the wagen tradn, which had parked for
the pight near the Jjunction of the Vaupghan snd Monk's Hack
roads. A staff officer was sent tmndering off with

instructions for Wells te rejoin the division, Custer led
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his men up the Adams read, At the jJunction of the idams and
Procks roadas, Custer encountered Ayres' vanguard, So far,
Custer's advance had been unopposed, In his "After Action
Report®, Sheridan attributed the rapid Confederate retreat in
part to the advances of Ayres' division. 36

Following the appearance of Ayres' column, Merriti
determined to uss Custer's divisicn to turn the Confederate
right, Since the countryside west of the Dinviddis road was
unmited for mounted operations, Meryitt had Custer dismount
and deploy his troopers into line of battle, Penndngton's
brigade wag formed on the right and Capehart’s on the left,
“hen Custer gave the word, his treops moved forward through
ths woods, The left flanic of Capehart's trigade guided its
movement at firat on Chamberlain's Bed ard later on, Bear
Guamp. 37

Only a few Confederates {(mostly stragglers) were
oncountersd by Custer's eavalrymen as they swept shead, On
the extreme l=ft of Custer'za battle line, the men of
Capehartt's brigade encountered a Confederate patrol gaarding
the place where the Scott road crossed Bear Swamp. After a
brief stai&, the greyelads best a hasty retreat. The pdvance

was then renewed and Custer’s troops were sble io penetrate

20




to within several hundred yards of the Hhite Oak road bhefore
again encountering ary opposition., This time, however, the
aggressive Custer decided not to attack, It was apparent to
(uster and his men that any farther advance would be bitterly
contested, Reconmeliterlng the Confederate sogition, Custer
reported:

The enemy had evidently resolved to

capome our farther advance with the

greatest determination, Heavy lines of

earth-works wers discoversd, extending

for miles factyslly, about one and three.

quarters =d in either dirsction along

our frent., In sdvance of these were

gtrong barricades of rails, legs, and

other obatructions, lvery point seemed

to be strongéy maymed with infantry and

artillery,

To test the strength of the Confederate nosition,
Cus@er'ordered his brigade commanders ito send out combat
patrols. Pliekett's grim infantry easily beat off the sharp
gorties launched by these patrols. Rebuffed in hiz of forts
to find a gof't spot in Plokett's main line of resistance,
Cugter ordered his meon to suspend the attack but to hold the
ground gained, »

Caneral Devin's trospers had ridden out of their
Crump'8 Farm sncampment at an early hour, The division

fellowed Custer's troopers up the Adams road. ‘When Merritt




ordered Custer to move acroas country, he directed Devin to
march up the Dinwlddie road ard reoccupy his eld nositlon at
J. Boigsaau's, At J. Poisseau's, Devin encountered General
Griffin's vanguard, 50

<“hen the wosition at J, Boisgeau's had heen secured,
Devin led hisz troopers on toward Five forks, TDevin's advance
brigade, Colonel Stagg's, was fired on as it prepared to ford
Chamberlain's Bed, Scouts were thrown out. They soon
returned with the information that Confederate infantry was
watehing the oroasing and the position could not "be taken
without a hard fight", Devin accordingly dirested Celonel
Pitshugh to dismount his brigads, Fitzhugh's troopers wers
te wada the ereek., When Fitgmgh gave the word, his blueclads
stormed aeross the creek, Despite the galling fire of the
Confederates, the dismounted troopers ware able to carve out
a bridgehead, Onee the Rebels had started to give way, Stagg
waved his mounted brigade to the attack, The lst and &th
Michigan, reinforeed hy the 1ist U, 3, Cavalry of Gibbs'
trigade, crossed the strean on the left of Fitzhugh's command;
the 5th Hichigap waz uzed to protect the right flank of the
Yridgohead. In the meantime, General Gibbs had deployed his

brigade (without the lst U, 5.) to cover the right flank and
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rear »f Devints division, 41

“then the bridgehead had been secured, Cevin
determined to seige the wocded arem vetween Chamberlain's Fed
and the white Oak road. ‘v;’hen Devin gave the word, the
division drove forward, Fitzhugh's dismounted batile line
pressed up the Dinwiddie road *at the charging atep”.
Fitzhugh's troopers were flanked on the left and right by
thelr mounted comrades, The lst and 6th Michigan and the
1st U, 3, Cavalry were on Fitzhugh's left, the 5th !Michigan
on hia right. Driving in Pickett’s oulposts, Devin's
cavalrynon closed in on the Confederate main line of
reslatance,

Aa thev approached Five Ferks, the Yankees
"develeped a strong line of breast-~works ... £illed with
masses of infantry”, BRefere being cheoked by the fire of
Pickett's infantry, Tevin'a mounted contingents in some
places cloged to within 20 yards of the works. In mewveral
ingtances, men from Fitzhgh's dismounted brigade even
orosged the treastworks., Befors being teaten off, the
treopers were able to capture amd drag off several prisoners.

Coivririced that the Confederate position was too strong to
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carry, Devin's cavalrymen fall back into the woods south of
the White Oak rad, Devin then regrouped his division,
Fitzhugh's brigade was pogted on the laft, and Stagg's on the
right. At this time, Stagg alse dismounted his command. ¥2

Following Fitzhugh's and Stagg's repulse, Devin
ordered up Gibba' brigade, Glbbs dismountad and deployed his
unit on the right of the 5th Michigan, The right flank of
Gibba' brigade rested near the Barnes house, One of Gibbat
regiments, the lst U, S. Cavalry, ramsined mounted, 3

n Cuater's right, Penningtonts brigade was in
contaet with the lst Miehigan., Following Devin's remlse,
Lleutonant Colonel George R, Maxwell of the Miehigan repiment
informed Pormington that he had lost contact with the unit on
hie right, Haxwsll told Penmington that he was going to try
te re~sstablish a comneation with the remainder of Devin's
divialon. As scon as Maxwell'as Mlchiganders rode off toward
the east, Pennlngton, beliewing that it would be tempting
digaster te hold hiz vosition with his right flank resting in
the air, retired a short distance. Next, he shifted hias
brigade ta the right, Near the Scott road, Pennington
spotted Fitphugh's trigade. Following his rapulse, Fitzhugh

had fallen back to regroup, Pernington halted and formed his
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csmmand in a thick belt of wooda, about 6CO yards south of
the Confaderate breastworks. The Scott road separated
‘E’(ennington's ard Fiszhughts commands. ‘hile walting for
furthsr orders, the dismounted Union trospers threw up leg
vroastworks.

It was about 11 a, m, when Sheridan's terdy wagon
train reached Dirwiddis Court House, Colonsl Wells permitted
his men to rest until 1l p. m, At that hour, he had "boots
and saddies" sounded and the trecopers mwung into thelr
saddles, Proceading to the front, Colonel Wells reportaed to
Gemeral Ouster near the left of Sheridan's battle line, *3

Cne of Sheridan's three divisiens, Crook's, saw
very little aection on the let, At an early hour, Crook's
division marched from their csmp on Ureat Cattall Run to
Dirnwiddie Court House. Davies' and Smith's brigades were
given the task of guarding the train, following qells'
departure, To earry out this assigmment, Davies and Smith
posted their cavalrymen in the fields north of the willage,
Cne of Davies' regiments was zlss detached and sant to watch
the tridpe which carried the Beydten plank rogd across Stony
Creek, o

Crook's other brigade, Crege's, was given a more
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active assignment., Oroasing Chambarlain's Bed at Pitggerald's
ford, Oregg'e troopers occoupied little Five Forks, The
posgession of this straleglc crossroads enabled Oregg to
control the roads leading to th: left and rear of Custer's
division., «ith Gregg in passession of Little Five Forks, it
would be impeasible for the Confederates to launch a surwrise
attack on Sheridanta left, After having secured the crossroads
Cregg threw out a mumber of patrola., One of these groups
moved up the Gilliam road and established contaet with tha 23
Jest Virginia of Capehart’s brigade. Amother patrol visited
Stony Creek, Only a very faew Confederates (leas than twenty)
ware sighted by this unit, The Bth Pennaylvania made a
folz-ced regonnaissance down "the Dinwiddie Court-House roag®
and seattered the few Rebels encountered. Iy his vigorous
scouting and patroling, Orepgg made certain that there would
be no surprise attack en Sheridants left flank, by

During the morning, Sheridan learned that General
Magkensie's divislon had reachad Dinwlddie Court House,
Conaidering the faet that Mockenzise's men had been in the
saddle since 3:30 o'elock, Sheridan srdered him to rest his
@mmmxd. Jaockenzle accordingly halted his command in the
fislds north of the Adamp heuse. After being warned to hold
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themselvas ready to march at a moment's notiee, the ecavalrymen
were allewed to dismount, ha

A few mirmates before neon, Colonel Orville B,
Babeoek of Grantts staff reached Sheridan's headquarters,
Babaock told Sheridan:

General Grant direets me io say W

you, that if in your Jjudgement the Fif'th

Corps would do better under ome of the

division commarders, you ars authorized

to relieve General Warren, and order him

to repart to Genersl Grant, at

headquarters.
Sheridan repliecd that he hoped such a drastic stap as that
might not Lecome necessary. The general then turned to a
diseussion of his plans, 49

Aftor Cugter's armd Devin's attacks had pinpeinted
Plekett's maln line of resistance, Sheridan worked out hia
battle plan. Sheridan would have Custer make a feint toward
Pickett's pight., Simultaneously, the lonfederates' left
flank would be assailed by Warren's V Corps. Davin's
diviaion, bolstered by Pennington's brigsde, was to make a
frontal attack en the entrenchments as scon as the sound of
firing indicated that the V Corps was engsged. If this
6nslaughtﬁgrovad succesaful, Plokett'a task force would be

ent off from the Army of Horthern Virginis and driven
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wagtward, 30

Tarly in the afterncon, CGeneral Sherldan gsent a
ataff officer to order up the V Corps. Hajor George L.
Gilleapie was also sent to the rear, Glllesple was directed
to turn the head of Warren's columm, when it asme up, off
into the Oravelly un Church road. In addition, Gillespie
was to "put the corps in pesition on this road obliguely to
and at a point but a short distance fyrom the White Uak road
and about one mile from the Pive Forks®, 5+

It was 1 p, m, when the aide reached J, Bolsseau's,
where Jarren had his command post, As soen az Werrsan 1earﬁed
thet Sheridan wanted him to order up his infantry, he called
for Colonel Hemy . Bankhead., The general told the colonel
to have the division commanders bring up their units at cnce,
Warren, 1ln an aef'fort to facilltate the movement, specifiied to
Bankhead that {rawford's division would meve £irst, to be
followad by CGriffin's and then Ayres'. 52

Galleping off, Bankhead personally gave Crawford
and Oriffin their marching orders, Since he had besn directed
to sge that the head of the cobimn started off on thsa correct
road, Bankhead sent another officer (either Major Hmmor B,

Cope or Captain Jamez W, Wadsworth) to contact General Ayres.



Tn Rankhead's oninion, the orders ware obeysd promptly, and
“the trceps moved out ss expeditiously as the nature of the
rosd and the orowded state it was in {(being blocked up with
led eavalry horses) would admit,* 33

While Bankhesd was seeing that the marching orders
vare transmitted to the division commanders, Warren went to
ges Sheridan, Varren wanted "to inform ... Eimselﬂ of the
ugse to be made of .4 M troops, s0 that ne time would be
lost on their arrival®, Proceeding up the Dinwiddie rcad,
‘Jarren visited Sheridan's command post. The cavalry leader
tersely explained the tactical situation te Warran argd what
his plan of operations wme. (At this time, Sheridan probably
tsld Warren that tre Confederate left flank was anchored near
the junetion of the Cravelly Rum Church and “hite Oak roads.)
Having satisfied his curiosity, Warren rode back to the
junction of the Gravelly Run Church and Dimwiddie roads,
Turning up the Oravelly Run Church road, Warren theroughly
axamined the pround where Sheridan had directed him to
marshal hia copps, To prevaent the Confederates frem
disgovering the Union plans, Warren had hls escort under
Captain Herrell patrol the countrysida as far north as the

. White Oask road. 5




Sheridan had told Jarren that he wanted him to
form his entire corps befors sending it to the aasault. He
wanted to insure 3 single sledgehammer-like blow instead of a
serios of plecemeal thrusts, Furthermore, the eavalryman had
stated "that the formation was to be cblique to the reoad,
with the right advanced, with two divisiens in front, amxi the
third in reserve bohind the right divisien". The munber of
agssualt waves and the frontage to be ocoupied by the corps
wasa ieft wp to darren, A roconnalssance of the ares convinped
Warren that it would be best if hisz two assault divisions
advanced in the "equivalent of three lines of battle", Both
of the divisicn commanders were to deploy two of their
trigades in front, each brigade formed into double line of
battla, Their third trigade would be centered behind the
first two mssault waves. warren's third division would be
posted in column of battaliens in mass behind the right
division, 33

General Crawford's division whioh took the lead
when the corps started for the front reached Grawvelly Run
Churoh first. Wwhile marshing up the Direiddie road,
Cz:awfard'a vanguard had to clear the road of led horsss and
wagons to_;nabla the eclumn to Sass. Aa socon As he reachead

the churgh, Crawford procesded to deploy his division in
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sccordance with Warr-n's instructions, PRaxter's brigade was
formed on the right and Kellogg's on the left; Kellogg's left
f£lank rested on the Gravelly Run Charch road, Coulter's
brigade was centered behind Baxter's and Kellogg's commands.
Zach brigade cormander formed his unit inte double line of
battle. 56

General Criffin's division arrived at Gravelly Run
Church olosa on the heels of Crawford's command. As he rode
up, Griffin was met by darren, Pointing 1o the ground where
he wished Griffin to form his division, Werren remarked that
he wished the divisien commander "to bs as expeditious as
posgibla®, OCriffin would mass his division behimd Crawford's.
Ha. had Bartlett and Chamberlain form their rigades in triple
line of battle, Bartlett was on the laft and Chamberlaln on
the right. Oriffin's other btrigede {(Gregory's) was ordered
to report to Chamberlain, Chamberlain had Gregory form one
of his regiments (the 18Bth MNew York) inte lins of battle on
the right of Chamberlain's brigade. The 189th Hew York was
depleyed as skirmishers andt toek pesition in front of
Chamberlain's command, Oregery's third regiment (the 187th
Mew York)_was given the mission of ocovering Criffin's right

flank, 57
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Ayres! division, the smallest in Warren's Corps,
reached the matshaling area last., “erren was walting for
Ayres when he rode up. Calling to the division commander,
“larren requested him "teo form ... M troops as
expeditlioualy as possible, as General Sheridan desired %o
attack the ernumy immediately®, Whils Ayres was engaged in
deplaying his divisien on the west side of the Gravelly Run
Church read, Warren agsin urged hls subordinate to hurry. 8

In forming his command, Ayres deploysd Bowerman's
Maryland brigade on the left and Gwyn's lwrigade on the right.
dinthrop’s brigade was centered behind the two advance
trigades, All of Ayres' brigades were formed into double
1line of battle. Skirmishers were advanced by Bowerman and
Guyn:, The Oravelly Bun Church road separated Cwyn's right
from Crauford's left, 57

Gieneral Crawford's division had been placed on the
right of the Cravelly Run Church read. If "the return® in
the Confaderate 1ine were Jocated where Warren had bean led
te balleve it was, Crawford's center would strike 1t ard be
the first to enter the works. In case Crawford was unable to
earry the—return®, Griffin would ba thers to sustain him and

to take mdvantage of any succaesa scored, Oeneral Ayroes was
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to engage the Confederate trecps holding the earthworks
varalleling the -hite Cak road and prevent reinforcements
from being rushed to the unit (Hansom's trigade) holding
"tha return®, 60

When they moved to the attaek, Warren directed hia
division commarders "to keep olpaed to the left and to
pregerve thelr direction in the woods, by keeping the sun,
then shining Wwrightly, in the same position over thelr laft
shoulders®. 61

The total length of the front cecoupled by the V
Corps was sbout 1,000 yards, In the three days zinge
erossing Rowanty Creek, Warren had seen the effestive
strength of his corps shrink from about 15,000 to 12,000
officers and men, TIn additien to the batile casualties and
the men on detached gervice, a mamber of acldiers had
straggled, 62

While the division commsiders were busy forming
their units, Warren prepared a sketch map deploting the
preosumed tactleal sltuation., Coplies of this document were
distributed to the division cormanders, According to
Srigadier -Oeneral James W, Forayth, Sheridsn's chlief of staff,
the cavalry leader also saw a sopy of Warren's dilagram ard
instructions. The divisisn commarnders were instructad as far
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as time would permit, to explain the map te thelr brigade
sommanders., Attached to the sketeh wasg a hrief cutline of
Sheridan's plan of attack, Warren informed his generals

that the eorps was to advance in a nortlwestwardly direction
until it reached the White Oak road., It weuld then wheel to
the left and take a position at right anglss to the road, As
scon ag the infantry was angaged, Custer's and Devin's
eavalrymen were to charge., At this stesge of the operations,
darren observed all the cavalry except Mackenzie's division
was on the left of the V Corps. Mauokenzie's troopers were
reported to be advancing weatward along the White Oak read, 63

Threughout the time that his corps was deploying,
{arren "used all the exartions possible te hasten™ his troeps!
arrival at the peint of departure. To “arran, it seened that
everything was working smoothly arxi the scldiers "marched at
once to their assigned pesitiona wilithout a halt®, &

The ground on which the vorps formed was rough and
wooded, ard cut up Ly mumerous ravines, In zddition, it was
sut of sipht of the Confederats works, so that the direction
of advance ordered depended solely upon the roadways amd the
suprnaed lecation of the Confaderate fortifications along the

White Oak read., It was abput 2 p. m, when General Griffin




regeived his instructions to rove to the marshaling area. To
reach Gravelly Run Chureh from t'e position occupled,
Oriffin's troops had t- fiarch about two and one-half miles
alorg a narrow, mddy road. Congequently, from the time {1
5. m,) that Sheridan issued his orders to bring up the V
Corps, until Warren had completed his dispositions, glightly
over three hours had elapsed. lMost observers agreed that
this was not an unressonable length of time '"when it is
remambored that the length of the ¢erpg was suweh, when
stretched out on the road, that the leading file must have
arrived on the new ground before the rear file quitted the
old." &
During this time, Sheridan visited Warren and
expreszed his "apprehension that the cavalry whieh contimied
to fire on the enemy, would use up all their ammunitlon®
vefore the V Corps was ready to advance, Replying, “arren
tol1d Sheridan that it would be & p, m, before he would be able
to eomplete his dispositions, Warren, however, remarked that
he "was ready to move at once with whatever was at hand 1f ...
ZEheridaﬁ? diprected, and let the regt follow", Sheridan,
wanting te-strike one tremendous blow with his entire command,

refuged. Warren felt that Sheridan's "impatience was no
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ereaster apparently” than his own, The commander of the V

Corps tried, however, to repross his impatieonce and prevent
any outburst, which "would tend to impair esnfidence in the
propeaed cperatlons™ by the troops involved, 66

Sheridan, however, saw things differently. Riding
over to Oravelly Fun Church, he reported that he found the V
Corps "coming up very slewly®., The cavalryman sbserved in
his “After Action Heport":

I was exceedingly anxious to attack

at once, for the sun was gettiing low, and

we hed to fight or go back, It was no

place to Aintrench, and it weuld have been

shameful to have gone back with no results

to compensate for the loas of the bg&vs

men who had fallen during the day.

To the impatient Sheridan, it appeared thatl Jarren
was not exerting himself to get his corpz up ard inte
position. Sheridasn felt that Warren gave “"the impression
that he wiszhed the sun to go down before the dispositions for
the atiack could be completed®, 68

Warren, in his "After Action Report", hotly denled
this implication on his military character, He wrote:

Agninst Ueneral Sheridan's most

ungenerous atatement that I gave him the
“Inpresaion that I wanted the sun to go




down, 1 simply place my dental, and trust

that my whole conduct in 1lifae, and

espeeially in thig war, sustains me in it,

The sun did not set untll two heurs and g9

half after the formation was completed.

The basle trouble betuween the two generals was their
conflicting personalities, dJust beoguse Warren, the
intrevert, didn't ride eround "swearing and oursing at a
faarful rate", he was draegging his feet, in Sheridan's
opirdon, 70

While the V Corpa waz.getung inte pisition at
Cravelly RPun Chmreh, Sherlcan learned that Meade had pulled
back the left flank of Oeneral Humphreys'! II Corps, Inatead
of fronting the White Cak road, Miles' division now held g
line covering the Beydton plank reed, This retirement on the
part of the left flanit division of the IT Corps disturbed
Sheridan. He was afrald that a strong Rebel column might
march down the “hite Ozk road and strike Warren's corps in
the flank amd resr, If the Confederates adopted thiz course
of action, it weould certsinly frustrate Sheridan's plang, Te
deal with this possibly dangerous situation, Sheridan ordered
up Mackengie's diviaien, (L

“"Follewing the receipt of the eagerly awalted
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spstructions to move to the front, Vaekenzie put his divlsion
inte motion. Mackenzie's troopers procaeded up the Adams and
Dinwlddie reads to J. Boisseau's. Here, Mackenzie turned hls
eolumn into the Crump road. In accordance with Sheridan's
orders, Yackenzie planned te egtablisn a roadblock on the
Hhite Oak read, If Mackengis wers able to carry out this
task, he weuld be able to afford a measmure of proteetion to
Narren'a exposed flank. /%

As Magkenzie's divisien rode up the Crump road,
Colonel Samuel P. Spesr's drigade took the lead, Spear uaed
Major James E. McFarlan's battallon of the 1lth Penngylvania
Cawalry to screen his sdvance, Aboub one-half mile south of
the Wnite Osk road, the Pemnsylvanians encountered the
Confederate pickets. Driving in the cutpasts, the bluecoats
nsoon developed a considerable foree” of Roberts! North
Carolinianse, The Confederates were posted in a line of rifle
pits in the edge of a wood along the White Oak road with an
open fleld to their front, Preparatory to attacidng, Major
KeFarlan deplayed Companies G and B to the right and laft of
the Crump read. The trcopers of these two umits romained on
their horsea, Next, MoFarlan dismounted the eavalrymen of

Companies B and ¥, Theee men were posted farther to the




right and left in the woeds. The remainder of the regiment
cloged up on the advance puard, 73

As soon as the Penngylvanians had completed their
dispositionz, General Hackengis ordered them to engage the
Rebels, Observing that the rapid fire delivered by his
cavalrymen (the 1llth Permaylvania was armed with Spencer
carbines) was keeping the greyelads pimned down, Mackenzie
placed himseif at the hegd of Major Robert 3, Monroe's
hattalion {Companmies A, C, B, and K}. When Mackengie gave
the word, the Pennaylvanians charged in colwmn of fours. At
fiprot, the Faderals thundered through the fieid on the laft
of the road. BSuddenly, the column cut aarcss the road and
struck the left flank of Roberta' pesition, Led on by
Mackengie, the Pennsylvanisns poured over the works and into
the “hite Qak road beyernd. In the fage of this onget, the
North Carolinians fell back in confusien, L

The remsinder of the 1lth Ponngylvania suppeortied
the daring charge, and resched the Rebel lime olese on
Mackenzie's heels, Following the Unlien brealkthrough, Roberts?
Horth Carolinlane scattered, 3eme of the Rebels faell back to
the ﬁ'egt. and joined Piokett's taak force at Five Forks; the

reat made thelr way eastward and reported to General Andersen,




After mopping up the zoattered pocksts of resiatance,
Magkengie rmistered his commard, Lxecent for the loss of
gevreral wvaluable officers, the rout of Robarts' brigade hed
cost the Yankees a relatively small mumber of casualties, 75
When he was informed of Mackengie'z smashing
sugeass, Sherldan lasued R new gset of lnstruetions,
Maokenzie, after detaching a small force to watch the White
Cak road, was to join Sheridan. After detalling a battalion
of the sSth Penngylvania Cavalry to man the readbleck on the
hite Oak read, Maakenszle startad for Five Parks, The lst
Maryland tool the lead as the division rode westward aleng
the Whita Cak road, Just as Mackengle was geotting ready to
order the Marylanders to charge, the V Corps came pouring
acroaa the road, Mackenzle sccordingly halted his command, 76
The deployment of Warren's V Corps in the ficlds
at the Cravelly Run Churoh had been told and unconcegled.
Munfeord, who was charged w~ith guarding the left flank of the
Confederate main line of resistance, watched these
preperations, He sent courier after courler to tell either
Plokott or Fitg lese that the Yankeea were getting ready te
strike, Hélther general tlznuld be fourd. HNobody geemed to

know where the penerals had gone; no instruotions had been




left regarding the forwarding of dispatches. Captain Hanmry
C. leoe of Pitz Lee'ts staff vainly rode the length of the line
without learning sy core than the baffled mesasengers.

Lach of the unit commanders, on hils own
responsibility, umdertock to zet ready to resist the
Lmpending snslmught., In this, ther did mot 2lwsys en~operats
with ane anciher, Ranson refused tc sernd any of MolGrepgor's
guns to be amplaced in an exvellent pesition located by
Munford., Subgequently, Munford reaalled:

All this iime Warren's swarming biue

ee were_plainly visible from the
White C road, forming into line and

Froparing to assault Plckettts left; .,,

‘s partia dismounted cavalry
was keeping up 2 sharp contimious fire
along the whole of our infantry front, ae
1f preparing tg attack opr right, and

Custer's ... Jdismount Division was

demonatrsting. ses Al I was stild

without orders,

To preopare for the attacik that he knew was certain
to coma, Munford dismountad and depleyed his divizion onm the
laft of Ransom's refused {lank, A few "pens" built of ra'il.;-l
from nearby fences were thrown up by Munford's troeopers, and
tha inovitable attacle dourly awaited, 78

Az~soon as Ayres had completed his dispositisns
(whdch was about 4115 o'clock [within 13 mimites of the hour

designated by Warrsg }. the erder was given for the V Corps
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to attack, “hen the advance bapan, Tenerals Sherdidan and
Warren, and Celonel Porter rode 3t the head of ‘yres!
divisien, Presszing forward, the Unlon battle line nmarched
through the belt of wooda north of Crawvelly Run Church,
Entering the fieolds which surrounded the Barnea heuse, the
skirmishera covering the advence of the V Corps flushed and
drove in the Confederate sutposts, Before ha reached the
woods on the far side of the field, a ataff offlcer told
Ayres "that there were indications of the enepgy off to the
lef't front", Orowing apprehensive of an atiack on his left,
Ayres alerted Winthrep to be ready to lring up his brigade in
case the division was attacked. Shortly thereafter,
Yarren's troops burst across the hite Oak road, Here, the
corps encountered (eneral Mackenzie's cavalry division, The
trao;:;ers had arrived in this area s Jump ahead cf the
infantry. 7 Reporting te Sheridan, Mackenzie was ordeared to
strike out toward Hatcher's Pun, He would then move to the
weat and gat possezsion of the Ford's Church road, In
addition, Mackenzle would ¢over the pight flank of the ¥
Corpa.

“arren pov realiged that his eorps had crosged the

White Oak road east of the left flank of the Confederste main
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line of resistance. To make things even more perplexing,
Orawfordts treops (marching more rapidly than Ayres), had
crossed the road first, Already the two divisions had
gstarted to diverge. Warren thought it was probable that
Pickett's defense line was posted in the edge of the woods
about 300 yarda north of the road, He accordingly contimued
to lead his cerps in a2 northwesterly direction. 8o
Almost immedintely after Ayres' division had driven
geress the White Uak read and entered the field beyend, his
RXroops began to receive small-arms and artillery fire from
the west., This fire eriginated with Ransem's North
Carolina brigade which was holding the refumged flank of
Fickett's defense line. The Federal officers now learned
that the Confederate entrenchments did not extemd as far east
as thoy had assumed, Warren had been led to believe that the
Rebal left was anchored near the jJunction of the Gravelly
#un Chureh and White Cak roads. Apparently, neither Majtor
Gillsspie ner Harren's escort had msde any effort to
ageertain the exagﬁ resting place of the Seuthernera' left,
The Federal brégg—avtdently felt that Af they undertesk any
reconnaissunce sotivity in this sector, it might put the

Confederatea on their guard and betray the plan of attack, 81
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Fertunately for Ayres' left flank umit {Bowerman's
brigade), Ransom's greyeclads were stationed in a thick belt
of woods which masked their fire., Furthermore, the refused
flank which faced the Federals was comparatively short —-
less than 130 yards., Understanding the tactical situation,
Ayres lmmediately ohanged front to the left and faced "the
return”, In carrying out this naneuver, Bewerman's brigade
was faced and filed to the left. Ayres mow called up
dinthrop'a brigade from the reserve., Winthrop's troops
moved into position on Bowerman's left on the double, His
dispositions completed, Ayres led his division to the attack.
Ayres! battle line of "weather-bLeaten" veterans moved down
the sleope toward the woods with a steady swing that boded no
good for Picketi's task force, earthuworks or ne earthworka. 82

The firing was heavy, "It less than usually
deetructive”, Yarren reealled, "on acccunt of the thick woods",
Ayres! rapid ahange of front had caused his right flank
Invigade, Cuwyn'e, to get wall ahead of Crawford's division,
Since Ayrea' division waa the pivet in the V Corps' wheel to
the left, his troops had a shorter distanse te move than the
athers, This wam dangercus, because it axposed Guyn's troops

to poasgible flank attack, Owyn's sovldiers evidently sensed




this; there was some wavering in the ranks. Subsequently,
Ayres confessed that he experienced consideratle anxiety when
he learned that his right flazk was resting in the air, o2

Sheridan seemed te be ommipresent as Ayres’ troops
charged "the return®, when Ransom’s Korth Carolinmlans first
opened fire, Ayres' blueclads faltered for an instant.
Cbserving this, Sheridan put the spurs to his horse and
galloped aleng the battle line from left to right, shouting
words of encouragement,

Colonal Porter regalled that Sheridan oalled out,
"0o ot 'am with a will, Move om at a glesn jJump or you‘ll
not eateh one of them. They're all getting reedy to run new,
and if you don't get on thsm in five mimites, they'll every
one get away from you! Now go for them,"

Just then, one of the skirmishers was hit in the
peck;: the bloed spurted as if the Juguler vein had been cut,

"Ttm killed]®, the soldier cried, as he slumped to
the ground.

"Tautre not hurt a bit", Sheridan aried, "pick up
your gun, man, and move right on to the front.®

“Such waa the alsotrie effect of Sheridan's words

that the wounded saldier snatched up his rifled-masket and
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rushed forward a degen paces before he collapsed, never to
rize again,

At the time of Yarren's assault, Sherddan was
mounted on his favorite black}hﬂrae, "Rlenzi®. Thia was the
sam2 gleed that had carried the general from Winchester to
Cedar Cresk. Colonel Porter remembered that, on April 1:

The reoads were muddy, the fields

gwampy, the undergrowth dense, and

"Rienzi”, asz he plunged and curveted,

dashed the feam from his mputh and the

md from his heels, Had the Winchester

plke beon in a simlilar condition, he

would not have made his famous twenty

siles without hiz own neek and

Sheridan'as tee,

Sheridan was watehing when UGuyn's troops started %o
reeoll, Dashing ints the midst of the troken lines, Sheridan
ealled ocut, "/here is my battle-flag?" Az the color-sergeant
rode up, Sheridan selged the orimson and white standard,
Brandishing the colors, the general shouted words of
angouragement o the infantrymen, and urged them to close
their ranks, All this time, the minies were humming through
the alr, like & swarm of bees, One pleraed the battle &
another killed the golor-sergeant, yet another wo
Captain Androw J. MeGennigle {Sheridan's qu-
the side, others cut down two or three c

86

horses,




In hiz suagesaful effort to rally Cwyn's seldiers,
Sheridan dashed frem one part of the line to amother, "waving
his flag, shaking his fist, encouraging, threatening, praying,
gwearing, the very incarnation of battle". Porter regalled,
*It would be a serry soldler who could help following such a
1eader, " 87

Ayres and hls officers were slse aqual te the
challenge. Reckleasly exposing themselves, they quickly had
tha situation under control. Drawing his ssber, Ayres led
his shouting soldlers forward., Hia veterans, "whe now
bahaved a3 if they had fallen baclt to get z ‘good-ready'”,
aagnrhr followed the general, With fixed bayonets and a
rousing cheer, the infantrymen dashed toward the breastwerks
pretecting "the return, Sines the ent:re;:chéd sagtien of
Pickettls main line of resistance whioh faced sast was only
" about 150 yerds in length, Ayres' right flank, Suyn's
brigade, overlapped it,

Even before the Yankees reached the werks, a
mnber of Ransom's Horth Carelinians lcest their nerve and
took to thelr heels, Resllieing that it would be lmpossible
to step the bluealad flood, the gunnera of Molregor's hattery

limbered up their four pleces, The artillerists, applying
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ths whips to their herses, mlled out of the earthuorks in
the niok of time. Sweeping everything befere them, Ayres'
combat-ready infantry came storming over the works. The
colmr-aergeé.nt af the 190th Pennsylvania gained the
distinetion of ovlanting the firast stand of Qalora on the
breagtworks. All of Rsngom's Nerth Carolinians who deglined
to flee were lillad or captured. Ayres' troops had seized
*the return®, the key to Pickett's gosition. 88
Sheridan spurred "Riengzi® up to the angle., With a
mighty leap, the herse carried his rider over the works, and
landed in the middls of a line of Confederates who had thrown
dawn their arms and were cowering behind the eartimworks,
Several of the Rebels callsd cut, "Whar de yeu want us-all to
go to??

The general's "rage turmed to humor, ard he had a
running talk with the 'Johnnies' as they filed pasth,

e wight over there", Sheridan sald, gesturling
towayd the rear. Contimuing, the general kept up a steady
banter:

Cet vight along, mow. Drop your
guns; you'll never need them any wore.
~You!ll all be safe over thers, Are

there any more aggyon? We want every ons
of you fellows.




In addition to aslzing the key to the Confederate
position, Ayres' troops had saptured over 1,000 prisoners
and a rumber of battle flags. The Yankees, however, had not
emerged unacathed from the attack om "the return”. Awong the
Union casualties were twe of Ayres® three brigade cormanders,
General Winthrop and Colonel Bowerman. The former was
zortally und the latter severely wounded, Colonel James
Orindlay of the 146th New York toak temporary charge of
Winthrop's unlt, while Colomel David L. Stanton of the lst
Maryland assumed command of the Maryland brigade, 90

Shortly after Sheridan entered the werks, his
orderly rode up and announced, "Colonel @aorge U Forsyth
of‘ your gtaff is killed, sir."

"Tt's no sueh thing", cried Sheridan, "I don't
believe a word of it. TYou'll find Forayth's all right®, he
sontimed,

Inside of the nsxt ten mtmutes, Foersyth rode up,
Sheridan then learned that it was Cenoral Winthrep whe had
fallen in the attack on "the return®, The general did not
aven appear surprised when he saw Forsyth, "There! I teld
you so%, he exelaimed when Forsyth appeared. 9

Instead of allewing Ayrea to press ahead, Sheridan
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srdered him to halt and re-fors his divisioen, ‘hile the
offiears were regrouping their units, patrols mopped up g few
scattersd pockets of resistance thst had been iselated by the
tpreakthrough. Asg soon as it heecame apparent that the entire
Confederate line had given way, Ayres was directed to resume
the advanee. hen the division again moved off, it swept the
ground behind and on either side »f the Rebel fortifications,
Holding his men in hand, with Orindlay’'s brigade in the lead,
iyres' division marched westward. 92
When the Confederates in "the return" opened fire

on Ayroes' division, Warren perceived that the fight at the
angle would fall on Ayres, and ot Crawford as planned,
Jarren therefore sent a staflf o?ficer to instruct Crawford
"to cblique his division to the left and elose up this
interval", As scon as Yarren had pinpointed Ransom's left
flank, he ecalled for Major Cope. The major was told to
contaat Griffin, On doing se, Cope was to direct Oriffin “to
tring his division toward the White Qak road, bty the left
flank, in order to be in better supporting distance® of Ayres'
command . EE

-It seems that when Ayres changsd direction to the

left, Jarren wss not the only ranking officer who knew
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Orawlord ard Triffin were "getting too far away'. Syres knew
it. ile sent a mnsgage for Griffin "to come up on his right",
Oriffin ¥mew it. His practised ear told him thal the battle
had opened. Ieaving his divisisn for a moment, he rode at
full spend to Ayres' commend cost and asked, " hat is upt”
"Nothing much*, replisd Ayres, "nothing new. The
game old story, Crawford had gone off and left me to fight
alone."
Griffin, after promising to see if he could do
gomathing to help his comrade, hastened off after his division,
Sheridan also sent orders for Crawford and Griffin
to come in on Ayres' right, ok
In the meantime, Jarren had established a temporary
command post in the field east of "the return". FPending the
return of his aldes, Yarren did not feel justified in
shifting his position, Hers, he “eould get information [rom
211l polnts at once, and wtilize the many eyes of ... M
staff and those of ... ﬁ'l-ia? commandera, instead of giving
all his attention to a particular point to the negleet of all
othera, In Warren's ecaloculated opinion, the time had not

arrived for him to place himself at the head of an aasanlting

colurm, The dynamic Sherdidan, however, had a different
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awinion, He f=1t th t Jarren should be leading and lending
encourarament to his troops, 25
After & few mimites had elapaed and he had heard
nothing frowm the staff ofi‘icerslh_e had sent to get in touch
with Crawford and Griffin, Yarren became sonvinced that their
divisiona "mast have vassed on beyond" General Ayres' right,
Ieaving sevarsl members of his staff at his command post
with instructisna to contact him 1f anything important
doveloped, Warren went to look for Crawford's and Griffin's
divisinons, As he approached the "Chimneys", the general was
fired upon, He sub=zequently learmed that these were the
volleys which caused Gwyn's trigade to recoil. 96
Notwithstanding Jarren’'s diagram and orders to swing
to the left on reaching the White Cak read, Orawford's
division had contimied to barge ahead. The division had
passed several hundred yards beyond the road before it began
to wheel to the left, After changing direetions, Crawford's
skirmishers encountered and drove in a few of Munford's
picksts. The diviasion's lire of advance "led through bogs,
tangled wcods, ard thickats of pine, interapersed with open
spaces here and there™, “Vhile passing through the dense

vegetation, Crawford's left flank btrigade (Kellogg's) lost
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e-ntact with Ayres® division,

General Warren, while en route to the "Chimnerrs",
encountared Kellogg's brigade. Just as the reneral rode up,
Kellogg's unit had vivoted to the left ard taken nosiftion at
right angles to its line of advance. “arren acecordingly
ordared Kellogg to hold hisz ground -- it was in a elearing --
until another brigade could come up and form on his right.
The general then passed on ints the woods in search of
Crawford. arren, however, was unable 1o loeate his missinrg
division commander, Meverthelsss, the general sent one staff
officer after ancther intc the woods. They wers to tell
Crawford to wheel hig other two trigades to the left and
close up on Fellopgg's brigade.

hen Jarren emerged from the wood, he discovered
that Fellogg's bripade had disappeared., Sheridan, alarmed at
this "wandering off™, had sent several staff offiears to
resall Crawford, One of these, finding Kellegg standing idle,
had ordered kinm forward,

Myvanoeing rapidly, ¥ellogg'as trigade swept through
the Sydnor field, As Kellogg's battle line approached the
Syvdnor howse, one of Munford's combat patrols opened fire.

The Corfederates succeeded in momentarily cheeking Kellogg's
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advance, In a suceeszful effort to pget his gtalled advance
relling, ¥ellogg orderad Jolonel Tartell of the Sist Haw York
te brins up one of his battalions from the reserve. Tarbell
came up on the double and deployed his lgs Yorkers on the
left of Hellogg's battle linre. Taking =osition, Tarbell's

battalion engaged Munford's dismounted troopers at short
98

range,
As soon as Tarbell's New Yorkers had dislodged the

flabela from the house, the advance was resumed. Kellogg's

mareh to the west mist have been very rapild, because Yy the

time the rest of Crawford's division had entered Sydnor's

field, his unit had vsnished into the woods on the far side, 79
| In the meantime, Major Cope had econtacted Crawford,

"nen the major fourd the general, he was east of the “Chimnersm,

Tn aceordance with Cope's instructions, Crawford swung

Baxter's brigade arcund to come in on Xellogg's right,

Coulter following, Unable to find Xellogg's trigade, which had

moved off, Crawford advanced toward the "Chinneya®™, On doing

s0, he called up Coulter's btrigade and formed it on Paxter's

left, Crawford's division then moved westward, driving in

Munford's. dismounted troopers. This opposition, hewever,

caused the division to contime to bear to the right, 100




Jinee the ccuntryside was heavily wooded, troops
movine rapidly through it could not be readily overtaken.
Mfter Trawfordls ard Griffin's divisions had wheeled to the
laft, their commards had entered the open ground at the
northern end of the R, Sydnor farm, This was about CCC
vards north of "the return®. It was here (at the *Chimneys")
that Jarren finally was able to get in touch with General
Griffin, ona of his two missing division commarders, 101

Ceneral Criffin's First Divislon had started off
from the Gravelly Run Church behind Crawford's command. As
the division swept toward tha White Oak reoad, it drifted
toward the east, Py the time Griffin's troops erogsed the
road, they had been uncovered, They now forged ahead of
Crawford's division, which was at this time on their left.
n accordance with the instruetions he had recelved, Oriffin
whoeled hism division to the left after it crossed the Winite
Jak road,. 102

Pushing ahead, Griffin's sikirmishers easily drove
in Manford's outpoats, After his diviglon had advaneed a
mile without encountering any fortificationa, Criffin began
te genae that somathing had gone wreng., when the sound of

hea¥y firing began to roll in from the left, Griffin halted
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his diviaion in the wood northeast of Sydmor's field. By
thiz time, Crawford!s division had dropped ocut of line and
veered off to the right., General Chamberlain, whose brigade
was on the right of firiffin’s battile line, recalled:

Cur instruetiong wers to keep closged

to the 1=t on ,,. [PRartlettty/ bripgade,

and also to wheel to the left in moving,

the design being to strike the enemy in

flank. e advanced through an opan wood

with nothing but 1ight skirmishes in our

front for some time, The congtant change

of direetion to the left made the mare

on the right flank exc¢eedingly rapid,

General Bartlott had also been troubled when he
ohgerved that the firdng to his left was mteadily increasing
in tempo, Riding to the left, the general entered Sydnor's
field, On the opposite side of the cleared area, Partlett
could see distinctly the Confederates' left flank, 10

In the meantime, GCeneral Oriffin had made a
personal reconnsissance. From Sydnor's field, the general
was able to watch the Retel movement along the White Oak road.
About this time, Major Cope rodse up, Hailing Oriffin, the
major told the gemeral that Warren wanted him "to bring his
division toward the “hite Cok road, by the left flank”,
OriffAn directed his three brigads commanders to fage thelir
men to the left. BRefore these ingtructions could reach

Gereral Bartlett, however, all of his brigade, with the




exception of three rsgiments (the lst Michiran, the 20th laine,
and the 155th Fennsylvania), had drifted off to the right and
Joined Crawford’s division, 105

Placing himself at the head »f Bartlett's three
regimants, Griffin marched aeross Sydunor's fiesld, When
Chamberlain saw the division flag moving to the left, he
followed with his command and the 1BBth New York of (regory's
brigade., Before Uriffin had proceeded very far, he
greountered Jarren mear the "Chimneys", Warren directed his
subordinate to attack the Confedarateg holding the angle,
The corps commander then rode back to Ayres' position. By
the time Warren reached the White Oal road, Ayres’ scoldlers
had stormed "the return”, 106

Since the eaplture of "the return® rendered
Griffin's pregsence at that noint superflucus, ‘arren declded
to changs the mission which he had asaigned the Firat
Division, Major Cope was sent galloping off with instructions
for Griffin to alter his line of march, OCriffin was to march
wegtward and attempt to get astride the Ford's Chwurch road,
By the time Cope reached Griffin, hia division had nearly
erogsed Sydwor's field. Following the receipt of theae fresh

instructions, Oriffin wheelad his divisicn to the right. When




the advance was renewed, the division's line of mareh was
parallel to, and north of the Jhite 7Jak voad, 107

After moving forward about three-quarters of a mile,
Griffin'a troops encountered a streng force of Confederates,
poated in the woodsz at the western edge of Sydnorts field.
on being routed from "the return®, the survivors of Ransom's
brigade had fallen back toward Fivae Forks. The ocollapse of
Ransom!s North Carolinians had rendered Wallace's position
untensgble, 'Jallace’s greyelads had therefore hurriedly
avacusted the rifle pits west of the angle., Jallace's
retreat, in turn, had unsovared Steusert's positien. In an
effort to eontain the Union breakthrough, the three
trigadisrs sought to estzblish s reorganized defense line in
the timber on the west side of Srdmor's field, Besides
protecting Five Forks, this vosition covered the vital Fordls
Cihureh road, The new 1line was at right angles to the
fortifications paralleling the White Cak rcad, Iight field
works were hurrledly thrown up by the Confederatss. 108

In moving against the reorganized Confederate main
line of resistance, Chamberlain's brigade (reinforced by the
188th New—¥ork) constituted the left wing of Oriffints battle

lins, Bartlett's three regiments the right, Twe of Cregorv'as




reciments (the 187th amd 18Gth Rew York) followed along
behind, Advancing on the double, Criffin's soldiers "moved
up rapidly under the crest of a hill"., “hen Chamberlsin gave
the word, his esger troops charged the works, Chamberlainls
biuegoats tore a gaping hole in the Rebel line, The right
wing of Chamberlain's command -- the 185th New York and !ajor
Edwin 4. Glemn's battalion of the 198th Pemnsylvania -
poured through the hole and drove toward the -Jhite Oak road,
At tha same time, the 188th New York amd Captsin David L,
Stanton's battalion of the 198th Pernsylvania maintained
heavy pressure on the greyelads' frent. 109

_ Bartlett's three regiments hit the Confederate line
a short distance to the right of Chambsrlain'’s breaskthrough,
Eneountering fierce resistance, Bartlett's right flank
recoiled, One of Bartlett's regiments, the 155th Pemnsylvanla,
was bested by the Conflederates in a desperate hand-tohand
encountar in which the clubbed musket was freely used, To
esgape the galling fire poured into thelir ranks by the Raebels,
a number of Bartlstt's soldiers sought cover behind the rifle
pite carried bty Chamberlain's troops,

-The Union officers realized that if the frightened

men wera allowed to take cover in the earthworks, they would
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te helpless in case of a determined Confederate countersiroke.
Tt took "the utmost parsonal efforts of every generzl and
staff officer presemt” to rally Bartlett's troops. As soon
ae the men had been re-formed, they were deployed at right
angles to the captured works, When Chamberlain learned of
Bartlett's difficuitiss, he rushed the 1E5th and 1£Bth New
York to his comrade's assistanaa. Passing to the rear of the
lst Mishigan and the 20th Maine, the Hew Yorkers advanced to
the attack, 3Bartletit's troops, seeing that help was on the
way, took heart and pressed ghead, The thlck woodg, in
sonjunetion with the ebb and flow of the battle, caused
Griffin's units to become badly scrambled. Nevertheless,
this fresh Unlen push proved too much for Steuart's, Ransom's,
arg Jallace's battered brigadea, Abandoning the fight, the
Southerners fled the field, leaving aveut 1,500 prisoners and
geveral buttle flags in the hands of the vietorious
Inionists, 110
In the meantime, Bartlett and Chamberlain, assistsd
by several staff officers, had rounded up 2 large mmber of
stragglers (between 150 and 200) who were cowering in the
adge of thewsede. These men were reorganized and pushed
back into the fray. “hile engaged in this diasagreeable

tasiness, Chamberlain sighted Qeneral Guyn's headquarters




flag in the open field to his rear, The genaral sent one of
his ztaff officers, lieutenant leorge C, Fisher, to ask CGwyn
to come to his assistanee. Owyn cheerfully fell in with
Chamterlain’s sugpestlion. Iﬂ;iding his brigade forward, Cuyn
arrived in time to contrilbute to the Conflederates' downfall, 1

Criffin did not pause to let his men celebrate
their gsuecgesa, Instead, he had his gensrals re-form their
brigades at right angles to the White Cak road. Repuring the
advance, Griffin's division drove westward, mopping up the
die-hard Confederates as it advanced, At Five Forks, Oriffin’'s
soldlers met Fitghugh's and Pennington's dismounted troopers,
who had just carrisd the Hebel fortiftaations at this point.
On the right, Bartlett's troops gained the Ford's Church road
ard eaptured a train of ambulances and wegens. Ayres' division
reached Five Forks on the heels of Griffin's combat-ready
blueevats, e

In the meantime, Crawlord's battle line had
advaneced noross the northern end of Sydmor's fleld and inte
the woods beyond, Aa they forgad steadily shead, Orawford’s
soldiers drove Munford's dismounted troopers bafore tham,
Heaching and erossing the Ford'a Chureh road, Crawford's

bluecoats captured seven ambuiances and aevaral wagona
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velonging to igllacs's brigade, These vehlcles, along with a
large rumber of prisoners, were immediately sent to the rear.
The priscners were escorted to the rear so rapidly that
‘ Crawfordls provost marshal was unable to Kesp an acourate
tally, Kellogg, whose brigade had preceded the division, now
reported to Crawford. 113

After Ayres' soldiers had captured "the return®,
Jarren started off once more to see if he could locate
Orawford, Tracipg Crawford's line of march from Sydnor's
fisld by the wourded coming to the rear, .Jarren finally
loested his missing division, ‘‘hen Warren found Crawford, he
was on the east side of the Boimseau farm with his division
in good order facing west, Without a moment.'s hesitatlon,
Jarren directed Crawford to wheel his division to the left
and faee it southward, The corps commander knew that with
Crawford!s division astride the Ford's Church road, he was in
possession »f one of the two avermes of esoape open to
Pickett's task foreoe, 1k

Ag ascon as Crawford had eompleted his dispositions,
Warren ordered him to drive on Pive Forks. The rcar of the
' Rebel artillery was a olear indication to #arren that the

Confedeorates atill held the vital crosarocads. 115
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Ganaral Coultar's brigade was selected to spearhead
the attack, Coulter deployed two of his regiments {the lZlst
and 142d Pennegylvania) on the laft of the Ford's Church road;
tha rest of the trigade was farmed on the right of the road.
Crawford!s two other brigades (Kellogr's and Baxter's) were
massed on echelon on Coulter's right, ‘hen Warren gave the
word, the division took up the advance. As it sppreached the
wood which bounded the Boiggeau farm on the scuth, the Union
battie line was grested by z seathing lire, 16

Four of Bartlett!s repiments {the 16th Michigan,
the 1lst Maine, and the 9lst and 118th Pernsylvanta), after
becoming separated from theﬁ parent unit, had taken position
on the right of Crawford's dilvision., Twe of the regiments
{the 16th Maryland and the 9lst Pennaylvania) had erossed and
recroaged Hateher's Run during the course of the mareh to
Boissean's fiald, shen Crawford wheeled his division to the
left, these two unlts took position on the right of Baxteris
brigade. 17 Three companies of the lst Maine had alsc

forded Hateher's Run. Eneountering one of Rosser'a patrols,

the Mainemnen charged and routed the Rebel horsemen, Rearoasing

the stream, the three companiee rejoined thelr comrades,
Upon reaching the Ford's Chureh road, Warren gave the lat
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waine and the 118th Pennsylvania the task of watehing the
ford acrcsa Hatcher's Run, 118

Following his sudden departure from the shad-bsake,
Pickett galloped back acroas Hateher's Iun. A short distance
south of the stream, Pickett sighted a line of Munford's grim
cavalrymen facing eastward., Thaey were falling back in the
face of Eellogg's lightning advance, At this very mimte,
the Union skirmishers were within 100 yards of the Ford's
Chureh road, DArecting the Confederates was Ceneral Munferd,
He was recognized immediately by Pickett, who inquired, "What
troops are thesel®

Manford replled that "they were parti of Fltz lee
DAvigion”.

Taling a second glance at the bluecoats, Plckett
implored, "Do hold them baek till I can pass to Five Forks."

A young captain in the 3d Virginia Cavalry, James
Breckinridge, heard ickett's appeal. Flacing himself at the
head of his command, Preckimtidpe sharged the advancing
Federsls, This brief ecunterattack cost Brecklnridge his
1life, but it probably saved Picketi's, The general threw
himpelf forward on his horge, with his head on the side awasy

from the feoe, and suceaesafully ran the gauntlet of several




hundred yvards of furiocus infantry fire. 119

™tz Les likewlse tried to rejoin his troopers by

using the route oioneered by Pickett., Ye was too late, Ry
the time Fitz Iee ernssed iHatcher's Hun, Xellogg's troops had
reached the Ford's Church rcad., Flred upon, Fitz Lee turned
baek and attempted to lead Roaser's reserve division toward
five Forke by way of the Ford's Church read. The Confederate
troopers, however, were unable to smash the Union roadblock
and fell bagk, Next, Fitz lee deployed Rosser's division
astride the Pord's Church road, north of Hatcher's Pun,
Rosser was to keep the Federals from reaching the Southside
Railroad. 120

| wWhen he reached Five Forks, Fickett, in an effort
to contain the Union breakthrough, sought to organize a new
main line of resistance. Already, his subordinates, on their
own initiative, had established and mamned a line parallel to,
and aast ¢f the Ford's Church road. (At this very moment,
the troops holding thia position Lﬁhnsom's. Stevart'a, and
Hallace'gy were locked in a flerce contest with Griffints
blueclad division.,) Having just escaped from Crawford'a
troops, Plzkett knew that, unless he blocked the Ford's

Chureh road, hia new defense line would quickly be rendered
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untenable. He secgordingly pulled YMayo's Virginias brigade
out of the entrenchment west of Five Forks, Heinforeed by
MoGregor's four guns, Mayo's greyclads moved into position on
the double, The Virginians were zlso joined by stragglers
from Ransom's and Jallace’s units. Mayo's troops were
deployed in the woods +to the left and the right of the
For<d's Chureh road. To reach the Confederate poasition, the
Yankees would have to cross Boisseau's field., Captain
¥elregor had his punrers unlimber their four pieces near the
road, Having ecompleted thelr dispositions, the Rebela grimly
awalted Crawfordls advance, 121

As they pressed forward, Coulter's troops "suffered
sevarely” from the fire of Mayo'z infantry and McGreger's
battery. Apparently undaunted, however, they swept steadlily
ahead, Crawford's other two brigades (Baxtor's and Kellogg's)
and two of Bartlett's regiments (the 16th Michigan and the
91st Pennsylvenia) supported Coulter's drive down the Ford's
Charch road, Fntering the woads at the scuth end of
Rolssesu's field, Coulter?s troops smashed Mayc's trigade. A
large mumber of Mayo's Virginiaens threw down thelr arms, and
the remsinder retrsated in a southwesterly direection. (When

Mayo's troops broke, the Confederates still held Five Forka.)




Reaching Gilliam's field, Cdbonbl Mape succeeded in partially
re=forming the portions ~»f his brigade that had survived the
dabacla, Pickett, observing the corditien »f the brigade,
ordered !layo to get across country to the Southside Railroad.
Mayo's troops reached the rallroad without further adventurse,
though "in great disorder®. =2

Besides taking a large mamber of Maye's infantry,
Coulter's troops captured MeGregor's four guns. In the fight
for the cannon, Captain MeGregor wig killed by cne of the
Union akirmishera. A large mamber »f ambulances slso fell
into the Pederals' hands at this roint, 120

Following the rout of Mayo'a Lrigade, Warren
direatad Crawford to obligque his division to the right,
Yarren wanted to place Crawfordis troops astride the White
Osk rord to the west of Five Forks. If he could do this, the
laat avemie of yetraat open to Pickett's taak foree would be
elosed. In marehing through the wnodas, Crawford's battle -
iine was giided Yy the sound of the firing which was rolling
in from the gouthwagt. (At that point, Custer's and Rooney
lea's cavalry commands wers locked in a grim struggls.) In
advaneing to the west, Crawford's laft flank passed to the

north of Five Forka, is soon aa Crawford's troops had moved
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~ff, iarren gstarted for Five Torks. Before reaching his
destination, Warren encountered the lgt U. 3, Cavalry, riding
up the Ford's Chureh rcad. The general directed the
eavalrymen to file tc the left and mareh to Crawford's
suppoert.

‘When General Pickett saw that Mayo could not hold
his position con the Ford's Chuwch read, he ecalled for Jeneral
Corsa, He dirocted Corse to change front io the left and
deploy nhig troops along the west gide of the Gilllam field,
“hen formed, Corse's main line of resistance was at right
angles to the White Ozk road. To attaek Corse's Virginians,
the Federals would have to crosa an open fisld, Corsze's task
woluld be to hold this grourd for as long as poasible, to
gover the eascape nf Hanaom's, Steuvart's, ard Wallace's
brigadea, 4t this time, the btattiered remnants of these three
shattered commanda were pourldng westwanrd through the woods in
“esomplets disorder”. To strengthen thelr position, Corae's
troops threw up light field fortifications, TNHooneay Lee's
cavalry division, which had held it3 own in ths fage of
Coulter's attacks, was in poaition scuth ard wesgt of Corse's
Welads:__lzs

Gensral Mackenzis's eavalry division had advanged

on the right of the V Corps, MNoving rapidly, Mackenzie's




trorpers cut in behimnd the right and rear of Munford's picket
line. The Confederate troopers gave way "wiihout much
reasistance” in the faee of Mackengie's onslaught. On two
agaasions, however, the Rebel harsemen endeavored o make a
atand, The first time, 2 squadron of the lst Maryiend led by
Captain Hemry ¢, FErich charped and broke up the Confederate
combat patrol. When another pocket of resistance slowed the
Union advanea, Mackenzie waved a battalion of the 5th
Pemnaylvania to the attack. As scon as these Southerners had
been scattered, the march wss resumed, During the coursea of
their sweep, Mackenzie's troopers bagged a large mumber of
prilsoners, who were turned over to Jarren's lnfantry, Vith
the advent of darkness, Mackenzie halted his ¢ommand and
reported his pesition to 3heridan, 126

It was after 9 o'alock before Hackenzis heard
anything from Sheridan, At that time, he received instructions
to have a detall relieve the infantry of the responalbllity
for gnarding the ford where the Ford's Churcoh reoad ercssed
Gravelly Run. It was about 1C p, m, before the troopers
reached the ford and relieved the two companies of the lst
Madine that had been watching the crossing. 127

After teing driven noroas the Ford's Church road by
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Crowford!s division, Manford mounted his division, Manford
then proceeded to the Confederate right, where he reported to
Pickett, Realleing that the battle was lost, Pickett
orderad Manford to eross to the north side of Katcher's Run
ard join Fitz lee, Swinging to the west of Crawford’s lihe
of advance, Munford's troopers croased Hatcher's Run at W,
Cabney's. Darkness had blanketed the area by the time
Mantford reported to Fitz lee, 128

when Sheridan issued orders for Warren to assault
the Rebel left, he told Marritt "that the cavalry mat
co-pperate". Preparatory to earrying out his asaigmeﬁt,
Merritt crdered his division and brigade commorders to have
thQir units charge the worka as socon as Warren commltted his
infantrv, Since Custer was on the extreme left of the Unien
line, Merritt sent a staff officer to brief him on the role
hige division was to play in the acheduled agsault, Custer
wag to engage the Rebel fores on his left, while maintalning
contaet with Devints division on his right., Custer was also
direatsd to leap one btrigade continually mounted, "to make

the moat of a pursult when the eneny was disledged from his
129

workat,

Ag soon as the first crashing volley came rolling
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in from the east, Devin led his diamounted division against
the Confederate fortifisations covering the white OCak road.
Devin had previocusly dismounted all of his troopers except

the lst U, 5, Cavalry, Captain lord, the commander of the

lst U. S. Cavalry, had been alerted to keep his men in the

saddle, so they would be ready to take up the chase in case
of a breakthrough. OGeneral Merritt reportad:

The cavalry, without a moment's

hesitation, rushed into close quarters

with the enery ... . The enexmy's

artillery in the works commenced firing

rapidly, but owing to the woods obscuring

the view where the cavalry line was

operating, this fire was necessarily

inpacurate and not very destruotive, A

hotter musketiry fire than on this day

has seldom been exparienged during the

war., PFortunately for us the enexy,

firing from breast_works, aimed high,

else the easualties in the command must

have besn very mich greater.

West of tha road, Pennington’s dismounted brigade
of Cuater's division also advanced to the atteseck, At the
time the gttack began, Pennington waa absent, Ha was at
Custerts command post, which was looated near the 0illiam
housa, Custer had ¢allad for Pennington to tell him to =zerd
for his "led horses®. The general, contrary to Merritt's

orders, planned to uge Pennington's brigade to support his

71




attaek on the fiebel right, Fefore the staff officer could
return with the "led horses®, the sourd of heavy volleys
became distinetly sudible. This indisated to the officers
that Jarren had engaged the foe, Within a few mimives,
Pennington became convineed that firing had breoken ocut in the
sactor Held by his brigade., After assuring Pennington that
he was mistaken, Custer rode off, Scarcely had Custer
disappeared before one of Pemmington's staff offigers
galloped up ard informed the colonel that Herprdtt had tirown
his unit inteo the attack, Springing inte his saddle, |
Pennington headed for the front, 131
Tn the meantime, Merritt's indtial attack on
Pickett's main line of resistance had been checked when
Penmdngtonts brigade gave way., Just as Pennington rode up,

he found his troopers ratiring in confusion. Pezrmington,

in hig "After Action Report®, attributed this setback to

three factors: The fuilure of his brigads to maintain

contaet with Fltghagh's wdt on the right, Custer's remocval

of Capshart's btrigade which had been posted on the left, ard
finally, the faot that his men were nearly out of smmunition. 132

The retreat of Permdngton's Trigade had expoged




trhair left, so Devin's treopers were comvelled to oull baek,
““hile Devin and his brigade commanders were regrouplng
their commamds, Penndngton secured a fresh supply of
ammnition from Devin's division, A teax of volunteers leod
by Captain Albert O, Houghtor, while under a heavy fire,
distributed the smmunition to the men on the battle line. 133

Az soon ag the btrigade commarders had re-formed
their units, the attack was resmumad, For a geeond time,
Pennington's right flank faltered, This time, however,
Devin's trocpers did not £all back. Inataad, they contimed
to exert pressure on the sedgtor of the front held by Fteusrt's
Virginiang and Wallaee's South Carvlintans. Colonsl Porter
was an intercsted obgerver of Merritt's attaek. le reported
that:

The natty cevalryman with tight-
fitting uniforms, short Jackets, amd
small carbinea swayrmed through the plne

thickets and dense undergrowth, looking
as 1f they had been espeeially equipped

for arawling through knot-holes, Those

who had magagine guns oreated a racket in

ti‘baepi.mmodsthatsoumladaaifaly’

couple of army corps had opensd fire,

Following Ayres' btregitthrough, the Confederates were
sompelled to withdraw a large mmber of Stenart's and Wallace's

troops from the earthworks. These svldiers were used to man
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the new defense lins which the Rebel officers had established
at right anglos to the “hite Dak road, Not until Mayo's
brigade was pulidng out of the trenches and sent to oppose
Crawford's advance did Pennington's blueelad troopers nake

any headway. 135

After Colonel Pegram posted his puns, he lay dowm
on the field and dropped off to sleep. The erash of Jarrents
openiny wolley awakened the colonel with a start. Swinging
into his saddle, Pegram raced toward the point of danger. Py
the time that Pegram reached Five Forks, the Union cavalry
had joined in the attack. Pegram took his battle stotion by
the three pguna emplaced west of the Ford's Church road.

These three pleces covered the strategio crossrcads. Serving
their gpuns with skill, the artilleristas blasted swsy at the
oncoming bluecoats, From the dismounted trocpers there cams
a contimuous storm of tmllets,

Fegram admiringly watched the contest with the
spirit that led General Heth to remark that the young colonel
wag "one of the few men who, Y balieve, was supremely happy
when in battle®, Without botharing to dismeunt, Pagram rode
sut tetween the muns. "Fire your canister low”, he esutioned

his gunners. Suddenly, Pegran pitched ard fell from his




horse, "Nh, fordon”, he oried to his adjutant, Gordon HeCsbe,
"Ttn mortally wounded; take wme off the field.”

Adjutant HeCabe found thils a diffieult task,
because the Unionists had geized positions very near the puns,
¥eCabve, howevear, finally suecesded in plaecing his dying
friend on a stretcher, Af'ter seeing that the celonel was
carried s short distunee to the resr, YcCabe returned
gomentarily ts the battery. Retracing his steps, MeCaba
placed Pegram in an ambulance and hzd it started for Ford's
Depot on the Southside Railroad. 20

The detschments left behind by Mayo, Steuart, and
Wallace (and their three supporting guna) found it very
difficult to hold the Wreastworks in the fnoe of the alashing
attacks v Devin's ami Fennington's troopers. “Thelr position,
however, became untenable when Griffin's infantry came rolling
in from the east, Unable to stop the advanee of the V Corps,
the scldiers began to leave the rifle pits and drift to the
raa:;. To capitalize on the situation, the dismounted cavalry
echarged the works, Spearheaded Yy Fitghugh's trigade, the
dismounted cavalrymen poured over the fortificaticna,

S ltaneoualy, Tevin cormitted the lst U, S. Cavnlry.,

Clegring the breastworks at a bound, the regulars thundersd
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off after the fleeins Confederntes, In the mopning up
oueratinsns which ensued, tha cavelry leaders reported that
thelr men captured nearly 1,000 prisonors, two battle flaps,
and two puns, Two trigades, Fitzhugh's and Pennington’s,
clained that they reasched the guns first, OGeneral Merritt,
in hig "After action Xeport™, however, gave Fitzhugh's
trigade eredit for this suscess, 137

Griffin’s and yres' divizions reached Five Forks
jmmediately af™er the cavalry carried the position. The
large mumber of unita which had converged on the strategic
ercasraads caumed considerabls confualon., As soon as
Sharidan and his officers had restored s semblance of order,
a ﬁursuit was organized, Devin wheelsd hnis division to the
left, and rested his right on Zriffin's division. Avras?
divigion was massed behind Grilfin's., !pon the completion of
these digpositions, the Union battle line rolled westward,
The ‘hite Oak road served ss the axis of the Federal advance. -0

Imrediately bvefore Warren's attack, Custer had
magzed Capehart's and Wella' brigades opposite the Rebel
right. In accordance wlth Merritt's instructlions, Cuszter had
remounted _these two unita., “hen the sound of heavy firing in

the gast reached Custer's ears, he prepared t¢ attack, To
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cover his advance and draw the fire of the greyolads!
artillery, Custer directed the 15th New York of Vells'
brigade to feign s frontal attack on Corse's maln line of
registance, After the Sth Mew York had engaged the Hebhel
artillery, Custer would lead Capehart's and “Wells' brigades
forward and try to turn Corse's right flank, Jorss's
Virginia infantry brigade hed been reinforeced by onm of
Reoney leze's brigades whiah had been dlismounted. 139

“hen Custer gave the word, the 15th New York threw
down fenees in front of the Confederste works., iHext, the
regiment, govered by a strong foree of skirmishers, charged
the battery. The determined New Yorkers, despite being
expoged %o a "terribls orvss.fire" from the Jouthern infantyy
posted in rifle pits and behind barricades, charged up to the
very migzles of the canister-belehing guns, Hepulsed, the
lew Yorkera fell bagk. A second attampt to reach the puns
alse enxded in fallure and the regiment retreated, leaving s
mumber of dead ard wounded scattered on the fiald, 140

As acon as the 15th New York had lsunched its
frontal attack on Corse's brigade, Custer moved forward with
GCapehartis-and Jalla' commands, DPefore the Sonfederates

could shift the position of thelr guns, Custer's troopers had




swent arouxi thelr right flank. Mushing eastward, Custer
sought to gelge a position in the rear of Corse's main line
of resistance. Pafore Custer could szecure his oblectlve,
liconay lee intercepted his golumn, lounted wen of the bluse
and the gray moved smiltansously to the attack, The
fighting ebbed and flowed. Hooney Lee's troopers, however,
hald their position and Tuster's drive to turn the Hebsl
right was checked., Custer was unabls to suash Hoongy lee's
command arxl ocut his wav through ard join the Union forces
approaching from the east., 7This must have teen very
frustrating to the aggressive Custer, because the roar of
battle was steadily drawing near, a eartain indication that
‘arren was driving the Confederates bvefore hinm, 141
hen werren overtock Jrawford's division, he found
the troops in pogition in the edge of the woods on the east
atde of Gilliam's field. The right flank brigede, Xellogg's,
af Crawford's division was mpssed in the tinber north of the
hite Cak reoad. At the same time, Custer’z division waa
being held at bay zouth and west of the field by Roohey lee's
trospers, arren was distressed to observe that Crawford's
seldiers were hesitant about meving agalnst the breastworks

held Ly Corse's Virginians on the opposite side of the field,




"t seems that the rapid sdvancs throuph the woods had
disarganized Crawford's formations, -hile there had been mo
srder to halt, and nany of the junlor officers were urging
their men to resume the advanes, She soldiers, “not feellng
the influence of their commanders”, refused to budge, '
Fier allowing a few mimtes for the offficers to
re-form their units, varren rode into the ficld, the corps
flag in him hard, The general was sccompanicd ¥y Caplain
Raryaurd and the other staff members then present. -8 he
moved, the general called for those within hearing to follow
him, Fverwhere along the front, the sclor-bearers and
officors gprang forward, Ifmitting a mighty shout, Crawford's
division drove t~ the attack, In spite of a scalhing fire,
the blueolods rolled over Corse's brigade. A large rumber of
+he Confederates were made prisoners, ard the remsinder
dispersed. Sergeant Firam A, Telavie of the 1lth Pennegylvania
{Naxter's trigade} captured the colors of the 32d Virginia,
+hen within a few paces of the worka, Ceneral 'arren's horse
was shot from under him. To shield the reneral, Lieutenant
Colonel Hollon Richardson of the 7th Wiaconsin leaped between
Aarren ard~—+tha foe, The colonel was cut dowm, badly wounded.

S
One of the general'= crderlies was alse killed, 3




Tollowing the defeat of Corse's brigade, Crawford's
treops pushed westward along the “Jhite Usk road, mopping up
scattared pocketa of resistance. The column proceeded about
ore-half mils, There were no wmore Confederates in sirht and
it had started to get dark so .arren halted the pursuit. M54

when General Pickett ordered Corse into position on
the west side of Cilliam's field, he directed Rooney leae to
be prepared to fall back ftoward the Southside Railroad.

Using his mounted brigade to cover his dismounted unit,
Rooney lee fought = skillful delaying action. The retrost
was slow and delibersto., After the collapse of Corse's
brigade had exposed his left, Rooney lee fquiakenad the pace
of hig withdrawal, T"ven then, Tuster waa unable to cut off
any appreaizble mumber cof lLee's troopers, FProassed by
Cuater's tinecosts, Noonay lee's ircopers paased up the Y,
Tabney rosd, After crogsing Hatcher's Run, Rooney lsels
Jdivision marched to the Ford's Chureh road, where the genersl
reported to Fitz lee, Custer followed the Confederates for
about aix miles, Darkneas, howaver, finally compelled Custer
to give up the pursuit, Hetraolng their steps, Custer's
troopers gamped upon the battlefield. Here, Pernington's

brigade rejoined the division. s

80




The shattered remmants of Corse's, Ransom's,
Steuart's, and @allace’s trigades made their way through the
words and fields north of the White Jak road, ‘fter wading
Hatgher's Mun, the survivors of the disester gained the .
Dabney read, By the time the troops had reached the vicinity
of the Southside Pailroad, the officers had restored a
genblanoe of order. After the units had been partially
re-formed, Plokett moved his sommard toward RExeter mills at
the mouth of “hipponocic Creek. He planned to ford the
Appomattox at that point ard rejoin the Army of ¥Northern
Virginia. 1hé

Az soon as he halted Crawford's division, Yarren
ealled for Colonel Bankhead, The general told the gtalf
cfficar to fird Sheridan and repert what had happened, In
addition, Eankhead was to asgk for fyesh lnstructions. hen
the colonsl returned to Warren's command post, he told the
ganeral that orders had already been sent, Shortly thereafter,
Colonael George A, Forsyth rode up snd &t 7 p. m, handed
Warren the following message:

Major-General Warrern, ocommanding
Bifth Army Corps, Lis relieved from duty,
arxd will report at once for orders to

Lisutenant-General {rant, co ing
lrmiss of the United States,
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“farren's arparently lackadaisical attitude at the
time that he was marshaling the V Sorps at {ravelly Hun
Chureh had grated on Sheridan's nerves. Commenting on this,
in his "After Action Report', Sheridan observed:

.+« Oemeral “arren did not exert

himsalf to get up hisz corps as rapidly as

he might have done, and his manner gave

me the impression thaot he wished the sun

to o down bhefore dispoaitiﬁga for the

attack could be completed,

A Jittle later, Shoridan exploded. The incident
which triggerad Warren's relief was the unsteadiness shoun by
Guyn's brigade in the attack on "the return”", Sheridan
reported:

During this attack Y again becone
dissatiafied with Oenerazl Warren., During

the engagement portions of his line gave

way wnen not exposai to g heavy fire, and

ainply from want of confldence on the

part of the troops, which i n did not

exert himaelf to inspire. 2

Sherddsan acecordingly drafted an order relleving
Yarren of the oosmand of the V Corps, At the sime time,
Sheridan dirested Griffin to talte charge of the ocorps and
puszh the Rebels down the White Oak road., (Genersl Bartlett
would assume command of Griffints division; Psarson was to

take over Bartlett's brigade,) By this time, however,




Sheridan apd Oriffin had reached Five Forks and the victory
was completes, 130

1ittle dreaming that his rellef from the ecmmand of
his eoros had ever been thought of, “arren hastened to
ayerddants eommand poat. His objoet was to try to persuade
tTheridan to reconsider his aetion, The reply he roceived,
tecongider? K...! I don't reconsider wmy determinstion.” a5L
. writing of srren's relief, Captain Charles H,

Pter ogbserved:

Thag, on the field of hattle, after
the most sugeessful day's work that he
had ever taken part in, was Jarren
deprived of the command of the corps
which he had commanded aince March, 1864,
and a position he had emrned by the right
of soldlerly cowrsgs and brilliant
cpera%io 8 on mary flelds. Beglrming at
esn LB Bethel, his nane is asgociated
with every field upon which the Army of
the Potomae wam engaged.

Sergeant “lliam A, Martzer of tho 39th Massaclusetis
+0)3yaing:

Sheridan at Five Forks with his
staff, riding along the rear of our lines,
gmuting, "See the Song of B,.,.s run!

[ Ava them H,,1, toysl" After going &
itile woy into the woods we came to the
par of the Rebel works, where I saw a
— ad behind the aame firing at cur folks.
-1 umsbhg on xy bayonst 1 jumped to the
ks ard ordered him to come out; he
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looked np and had the impudence, with a

smile on his face, to asay, "I wish you

would let me fire thess five cartridges."

T think I swore some and told him I'g

pt the bayonet right through him unless

he came out at once, and he came, When

going to the rear with sy prisoner I saw

Genarsl Jarren riding the same way, tut

ot 1111 the next morming did T kmow that

our great and good 1eaderlg§d been

ralieved of hias eonmarxd,

It was not untll a Court of Inquiry waes cenvensd in
1879 that “arpren was cleared of the grave "agcusations or

1

imputations” loveled against him by General Sheridan, S

Under Griffin's dirsotion, the V Coprps kept up the
pursult until darknesz put a stop to the day's operations.
Sheridan now issued orders for Uriffin to recall his troops,
Ayres' and Crawford's divisions were to bivouge at right
angles to the “White Dak road, facing enst; RBartlett's division
wag Lo wateh the Ford's Church road. It was about 11 p. n.
before the lest of the iired infantry onmped. 155

Devin'a troopers, who had apearheaded the final
stage of the mopplng up operations on the “hite Oak road,
algo retrmeed their steps. The cavalrymen spent the night on
the Widow 01lliam's plantation, 15¢

~By 5145 p. m., the news reached Orant that

¥ackengle's division had driven acrcss the White Oak road,
-




and Sheridan wes about tc assault the Confederate position at
Tive Torks, drant informed Meade that it pdght ba 2 good
idea to have Humphreys wheel Flles' division to the lefi,
Miles' seldiers would be used to ccoupy the position held by
Griffin's division following the battla of White Oak road,
and thus prevent the Confedarates from sending reinforcements
to Piekett's task forece. 157

Chief of Staff Wehb immediately forwarded Grant's
telegran from Meade's headquarters to Humphreys' ocommand post.
Humphreys, in turn, directad Miles to csryy out Grant's
sugpestion, When Miles gave the word, his Wrigade commarmders
led their troops forward, A strong skirmish line covered
Miles' battlo line when it moved out of the works covering
the PBoydion plank road. Niles had three brigades (Scott's,
“amsey's, and Yadill's) in front, and one (Nugent's) in
roserve. The division sucoecedad in reaching its objective
«ithout encountering any oppogsition, Miles' right flank
brigade {miu's) and center trigade (Ramsey’s) occupled the
rifle pita which the division had thrown up ami oocupied the
previcus evening, Madill's troops were in contact with Yott's
en their Tight, Scott's trigade, on Milaes! left, was posted
in the wopks eovering the “hite Oak road, which had been held

by "Triffin's division on the night of the 3lat. Since his
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left flank was resting in the air, Scott refused it. Mugent's

brigade was stationed behind Scott's command, 1%
A 1ittls after 4 p. m., the officers gathered at

General Anderann's headquartars heard heavy {iring toward the

wast, Tt was not long before Jenaral lee repeived his first

ineompleta tidings of the debacle, As was his hablt when

making his first adjustments to a new situation, the general

in hils deep voloe asked abstractedly of the cavalvy officer

who had trought the news, "Well, Captain, what shall we da?® 157
The begt General les could do was 1little ercugh,

and it entailed new risks, He would have to rush infantry

reinforosments to try to prevernt the az?mhilat.ion of

Pickett's task foree, At 5:45, les ordered Anderson to semd

Bushrod Johnson and three trigades (Hunton's, Stansel's, and

Wige's) to Ford's Churah Crossing, on the Southside Rallrosd,

Forty-five mimtes later, Johnscon marched with his throa

brigadeg. Thia meant the virtual gbandorment of that part of

the Petarsturg defonsss within the bemd of Hatcher's Run, 160
The departure of Johnson's command left four

rigzades (Cook's, Hyman's, X 's, and HcRae's) to hold

the fortificstions from the Claiborne road to Armatrong's

M11l, A aingls regiment from Hyman’s trigade and McoRae's




sharpshooters were given the task of oecupying the eartlsiorka
farmerly held by two brigades - Munton's and Jise’s. 161

Colonal Porter garried the Lirst newa of the
smashing vietory to Trant's headquarters, It was about 7120
stelnask when Porter laft Five Porks, as he rode off, Forter
raogalled:

The roads in plages wera gorduroyed

with eaptured suskets, Ammunition traing

and ambulaneea were still steruggliing

forward for mileg; teamsters, prisoners,

stragglers, and wounded ware c¢hoking the

readway, The coffee-bollers had kindled

their fires. Cheers were resounding on

all sides, and everybady was rlotous over

the vietory. A horseman had to plick his

way through this jubllant condition of

things as beat he eculd, 53 he did no

have the right of way by any means,

Traveling Wiy way of the Prooks road, Torter turmed
into the Boydton plank road., As the coleonel rode along, his
orderly salled out %0 a group of soldiers the nows of the
vietary, '‘The only response he received was from one of the
men, who ralsed his open hand to hiz face, put his tiumb to
his nose, and shoutad, "So, you don't - April focl.,” It was
then that Colonel Porter realized that it was April 1.

_Reaohing Dabney's Mill, Porter found Urant and most

of hils staff sitting before 2 camp fire, Tha general was
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clad in his blae eavalry overcoat, and the sver-present clgar
was in his mouth., ‘s Vorte- approached the group, he began
"ahouting the good news". Inriter remembered that:

ees in a moment all but the

imperturbable general~in-chief were on

their faet giving vent to wild

demonstrations of Joy. For some almutos

there was a bewildering state of

exgltanent, grasping of hands, tossing up

of hztzm, and slappdng of each other on

the back, Tt meant the beginning of the

end -~ the reaching of the "lamt diteh",

Tt peinted to paace and homa, Digndty

was thrown to the wimds,

Crant, as expegted, asked the usual question, "How
many prisconers have been taken?"

Forter was hapwy to report that Sheridan's provost
marshal had estimatad that over 5,000 Confederates had been
captured, As Forter recalled, "this was th= only part of ..,
nia] recital that seemed to call forth a responsive
expression from ... larant'g umally funpaasivq features,”

Aftar listening to Porter's deseription of the
battle, Crant, with searcely a word, walked into his tent,
By the light of a fllckering ¢ondle, he picleed up his
Tmanifold writer®, a amall beook which retained a copy of the
naterial wyrittan, As scon as the genaral had finished

several dispatches, he handed them to an orderly to be assnt




over the field telegraph, '‘merging froem his tent, the

ganeral rejoined the officers arournd the .camp fire, Oxrant

then remarked es ceolly as if ho were making a2 comment on the
waather, "I have ordered an lmmediate as=sult aloryr the lines,” 163

Plekett's task farece had dearn routed with a lose,
according to the Federal reports, of rot leas than L, 500
prisoners, 13 stand of eclors, znd € guns. Confederate dazd
and weunded gertainly did not exgeed thome suffernd by the
Yankeea, The Southarners failed te sub-t a return enumerating
thelir loases from the battle,

General farren stated that the ¥ Corpa at Five Forks
aaptured 3,244 meon with thelr arms, 11 regimental battle flags,
and one Yegun battery {Mclregor's), with its eaissons, The
larger part of the ;risoners were captured by Ayres' ard
“riffin's divisions., 4 the same tine, the V Corps lost in
k31led, woundaed, and missing 773, of which 300 were in
Cravford's division, 208 in Avres' division, and 125 in
Criffin's divigion.

Sheridan's ard Maokenzle's cavalry eommanxis did ot
suffer very greatly in the battle, Instead of subsitting a
raturn fortheir insses in the battle of Flve Forks, the

cavalry leadera listed their sasunlties for the period from
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Yareh 29 through April 9. The proportion of eavalry officers
killed and woumdsd in this battle, however, wasz large, 165

Pickett's task force had been terribly mauled, His
cavalry had suffered eolightly; his five infantry brigades hud
bean out to pleces. The kattle of Five TForks narked the
beginning of the end for the Army of Korthern Virginia. By
thig vistory, Ceperzsl Grant had succesded in crushing ‘ea'fs
right flank and rendered untenable the poszitien at Petersburg
whish the Confederates had resolutely held since the previcus
June in the face of trememdous Unlon preasure., lLee would now
have to svacuate the Petersburg.Richmond area and movve into
th_a field, where his men would mot have the advantage of
eartiworks. The Unlon superiority in manpower and equipment
could be used to their full adventage.

The Undon vietory had been swesping and aomplets,
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