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Fne leader of the Army of the Poiomac, Major General George G. Meade

on Octoter 23, 186L, had vigited Lieutenant General Ulysses: 5, Grentls

City Point, Virginia;_headquarters. While there, Meade had proposed

trat he employ three of his four corps to furn the Army of Northern

s right beyond Hetcher Run and drive for the South Side Railrocad.

Grant told Neade that he would have to give additional thought to the

feade then returned to his neadquarters.

" On the 2hth Meade was handed a telegram from Grant, marked confi-

dential, Unfolding the message, Meade found that he was to:
Meke your'preparations to march out at an early hour

on the 27th to gain possession of the gouth Side Railroad,

: and to hold it and fortify back to your present left. In

- - commencing your advance, move in three columns...with the _

~ same force you proposed to take. [ Major General John G._/
Parke, who starts out nearest to.the enemy, should be in-
structed that if he finds the enemy intrenched and their
works well marmed, he is not to attack but confront him,

"“ and be prepared to advance promptly when he finds that by
. the movement of the other two colums to the right and rear

‘of them they begin to give way.

When the columns marched, each soldier was to carry three days' ra-

ition on his persoti. Wagons

and ambulances were to be parked a considerable distance in front of the

“tbel picket line. Another 20 rounds of small-arms srrunition per Han,

“long with a reserve supply:bf artiliery projectiles, were to be loaded

ity wagons by the ordnance people and held ready to roll when callied for.

of stores, and all

t“iots alons bhe Military Railroad were to be cleared

1]

ians, smiulences, and ertillery horses not accempanying the corps were

% L,



l'r,o be sent to City Point on the night of the 26th. 1 - ' b

According to information wrung by Meade's officers from Rebel deserters,
the Patersburg earthworks were being g:{tended ’oy_ComEedefate fétigue detalls
and Negro work gangs to Hatcher Run. These'riflempj__ts were to terminate

t redoubis previously thrown up by Rebel horsesoldiers on the south bank

Io Hatcher Hun, abeut one mile above Armstrong's Mill, and were said not
o cross or extend up the run. At Burgess' Mill, where the Boydton Plank

oad crossed Hatcher Pun, there were artillery emplacements and some in-
Ifamry parapebs, but no ljne of entrenchments. |
The Petersburg lines from the Appomattox below the 01ty to Batitery
Ih.o. 31 were reportedly defended by Major General Bushrod R. Johnson's |

combat-ready division. Lieutenant General Ambrose P, Hill's I1T Corps

Iheld the remamder of the llne from Battery No, 3t to Arthur Swamp

¥z jor General Henry Heth's division on the left, Major General Cadmus M.
. ’-‘Jilcox‘ on the right, with Ma,jor General William Mahone's in reserve.
Iha.]or General. Wade Hampton's two cavalry divisions (Lee's and Butler‘s) : Lk
- 2nd Brigadier General Jemes Dearing's mounted brigade were on the Tight e
. I of the Confederate infantry.
l Meade and his chief of staff, Major General Andrew A. Humphreys,
" Prepared té: alert their corps and cavalry commanders to get ready for

I another big offensive. Several changes were made by Meade as to the

amount- of ‘rations and ammnition to be teken along by his army. The.

I foldiers were to carry ‘three full deys' rations in their haversacks, and

' ‘f"src’e days! bread and smell rations in knapsack." Sixty rounds of ammu-

falion were to be teken on the person; with another 40 rounds per man in

The artillery was to bring along 250 progectlles

"¥5r gun, using the caissons of the field pieces emplaced in the redoubts instezd

l the ordnance wagens.,
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Cf‘ additional wagons. One-half the ambu'lanc'es were to go with the trocps,

.mile each brigade was to be allotted one medicine and one hospltal Wagon,

i baggege or headquarbers wagons vere to be allowed to accompany the

" ealumns, bubt pack mules could be utilized to bring up the officers! rations

""'*r'd tents. Clerks, orderlies, and others on detached or special assign-

" a0
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(unless their services! were deemed essential) were to be armed and

.....

1sstructed to reoort back to their units. Each corps was to designate

e qi‘f‘lcer to teke cnarge of the horses and calssons belonging to the

: rwterles posted in the redoubts, with orders to see that they were

A o o

with the train of the Artillery Reserve,"

- “parked
from 30,000 to 35,000 infantry

‘How to organlze a striking force of

' *d s‘alll nave sufficient manpower to hold the investment line plagued

The withdrawal: of large runbers of troops from the garthworks

':_"':'_i"ﬂade )

p General Robert E. Lee and his

: ‘n::uld have to be done with finesse to kee

: ""anerals from ascertainin

mohty blow., Major General Wlnfleld S. Hancock (whose II Corps held the

_bli‘lcatlons from Battery XXIV on the left to the redoubts at Spring

gadier General Nelson Miles' First Division re-

-.iiill)_was to see that Br:L

= :
My ‘fed the Second 3_nd Third Divisions on the line. On bemg relleved by

."-"3-“{31?.3_-‘: bluecoats, Brigadier General Gershon Mott was to mass his Third

_ Sion on the cleared ground near Southall‘s house, Brigadier General

”“"3 1'*' Egan was to concentrate hls Second Division near Fort Bross.

e mwements were to begin as scon as it was dark, and Moti's and

e SOld.'}_eI‘S st be massed beyond the view of the enemy by dayllght"

¥ajor General Gouverneur K, Wa

¢ BITSh by Wednesdsy night, the R6th. Meanwhile, Warren and his staff

R o g e ST R S RN y . - -

g that the Army of the Potomac was aboul to strike

rren was notified to have his V Corps re
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_yere to see that the troops left behind *to hold the redoubts and inclosed

| f;-,tteries" from Battery No. XXIV to Fort Conahey were posted., According

‘ yest of his footsoldiers and guns out of the Confederates' sight.

-~ combat personnel was to be

of hqrsesoidiers. General Gregg soon notified Chief of Staff Humphreys o

..i'i‘;e days .

to on estimate prepared by Werren's stafi, 2,200 infantry and 32 guns

would be sufficient to discharge this mission. Warren wes to form the

5

like Warren, General Parke of the IX Corps was ordered to have his

‘men ready to move on the night of the 26ih. ‘Fifteen hundred footsoldiers

snd 2, guns were to be stationed in the redoubts and enclosed works from

Ford Fis‘ﬁer on the right to Fort Cummings on the left, All other IX Corps

concentrated %at convenient points for movement,

6

cut of view of the eneny."

: 'Brigadier General David McM. Grege of the cavalry was to alert his

:::':.-'d'ivision to be ready to ride on Wednesday night. Preparatory to taking

‘the field, Gregg was to recall his pickets.

Evidently, Meade and his staff were not too well versed in the ways

ﬂth?-t it will scarcely be possible for the cavalry to carry on their
-".-"'J'Pérsons three days! bread and small rations in addition to three days!'

""I::I"a_tions in the haversacks," Since each trooper would have to take 20

‘pounds of forage in his haversack, there would be no room for extra

. :_fatioﬂs. Gregg would therefore have his men cram four days' rations in

their knapsacks, and czution them that -the- rei_tions would have to last

8
As soon as it was dark on October 24, Miles' division marched - from

its camps, and the troops moved into the trenches, relieving Egan's and

Tt .
“Culls goldiers.

I



' Upon being replaced in the rifle-pits, Egain'é brigade comsanders at

A temporary camp was

iZO a.m, put their units in motion for Fort Bross.
- = & large fabigue detail

| +ablished a short distance behind the redoubt,

 _ lom Egan's 2d Brigade (Colonel James M.

til1l L a.m,, strengthening the earthworks. When these men were sscured,

Willett!s) had remained behind,

l project enginser co'd the officer in charge to proceed Lo Avery's

The troops were keot standing in ranks at Avery's house until

: iouse
- ®o11 after daybreak, eweiting additional instructions from Colonel

211ett. Orders finally came to march to Fort Bross, but nothing was

said about concealing their movements from Rebel lockouts, consequently,

: l‘reqeral Hancock was distressed to learn that w

11 view of the Confederates.

shen the column moved south,

gwick, ' . j :

'its line of march was in fu
At 10 p.m. the troops from Mott's division garrisoning Forls Sed e
R

avis, and Alexander Hays had b een reli_eved by units from Miles! division, ' ; :

and, falling in behind their guides, they hiked to the rendezvous at

lSouthall's. hen of the Tnlrd Division posted in Forts Blaisdell, Bross,

and Stevenson were scheduled to rejoin their units on the morning of the

26th,

General Hancock at 9 a.m, on October 25 notified Meade's headquarters

that Egan's and Moit's troops viad been relieved. A 900-man fatigue detail

l had spent the nlg,nt working on fortifications near Dunn's and Avery's

houses. The Conf ederates at the same time- had been building bomb—proofs

and covered ways behind thelr I‘lfle-plts opposite Fort McGilvery.

m yiles during the day notified Hancock that it required 1,900 men to

rzn the picket line. To do this, he had 6,200 riflemen which was insuf-

ficient, If the regiment currently guarding the depot at Cedar Leval

vars ordered bo regort to him, Miles was of the opinion that he would
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| l - Wlthdrawn from Fort Easkell

een s samis o e £

I. road in rear of the deserted house. Battery H,

11.
have enough men to alscharge his mission.

Chief of Staff Humphreys, on learning of Miles' problems, issued or-

ders for the reélment at Cedar level to report to the First Division, when

12
the depot was. abandoned

Hancock on the 25tn notified Egen and Mott that tents would be struck

a2t noon tomorrow Forage, rations, and apmmunition nrequired from the

Several changes wWere

pade in the amount of rations to be taken along on the expedition. Each

- man was to carry four days! rations on his person 1nstead of six, "o

count from the morning of the 27th,® One day's supply of salt meat was

‘to be taken in haversacks and three days' beef on the hoof. £1] public

aﬁd personal pronerty in excess of what the officers and men could carry

on their persons oOr horses ‘were to be turned over to the corps' chief

The troops were to be prepared to march

;
¢
{
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quartermaster for sai’ekeeplng,

I ‘trains must be drawn and issued by" that time,

at 2 pom. To keep information as to thea.r destmatn_on from reachmg the

he order of march would not be issued till

I ~foe, it was annouﬁced that ©
: , : 13
the morning of the 26th.

Major John G. He.zerd, vho bossed the II Corps! artillery,had a tough

assigament getiing h15 batteries ready to roll. On the night of the

21+th a sectlon of the Lth Battery, Maine Light Artillery which had been

relleVed the section of Battery P, 1st

~Pennsylvania posted in Battery No, X. The other section of Battery F

was recalled from FOI‘u ted.man s re;]ozmlr;g its parent unit near Baxter

{st Ohio Light Artil-

lery was moved from Fort Sedgwick, one sectlon belng ordered into.

Battery No, XI1I and the other into Battery No. XIV, relieving the

10th pattery, Massachusells Light Artillery. The Massachusetls cah-
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. noneers marched from the earthworks to the Fort Bross rendezvous, where
'.they found Battery X, Lth U, 3. Light Artillery. Batteries C and I,
‘5tn U.-S. Light Artillery and the 1st Batiery, New Hampshire Light

© pptillery, which had been In CoXps Ieserve, reported to Generzl Mott

14

o e R

" gt Southall's.

A staff-meeting was held on the 25th in General Parke's command post

" at Peebles' House,  With the assistance of his staff, Parke designated

the units that would be Lleft to hold the IX Corps' line, Fort Fisher

“:BES‘tO be garrisoned by the 31st Maine and the 45th Pennsylvania; Fort

o “'""-"’ﬂ“.‘"‘-"‘wmm«.- -

“ Welch by the 51st New York, the 59th Massachusetls, and the 17th Vermont;

“Fort Gregg by the 8th Michigan and recruits from the 51st Pennsylvania;

'ﬁbert Sampson by the 3d Maryland; Fort Cummings by the Léth New York.

“1mmed1ate vicinity" of the fort garrisoned,

";Ehch unlt was to camp in the

-ﬁiand'was expected to plcket thneir entire front. Iieutenant Colonel Ralph

as senlor officer, was to be in charge of the

-7ffﬂy of the 8th Michigan,
o 15

ortified line when the IX Corps marched out.

General Meade and his headquarters people by this time had finished

Lhe routes that the various unlts were Lo take were

. ?tudying_their MEPS.

ﬁ&%ted Orders were drafted and distributed. On the afternoon of the

3 25th Hancock was to move Egan's and ¥Mott's lelslons o the Vaughan road

To reach this area, the

e

ﬁJUSt outside the line of rear intrenchments.”

"gtrOOPS who wore.the clover-leaf were to take a route well to the rear,

Hanuock at

IR

f;;bg as to be out of sight of Confederaue observation posts.

-11?'a.m. on the 27th was to march his corps via Vaughan road, CTroSs Hetcher

- R, wpass by Debney's Mill and Wilson and Arnold's steam saw-mill on the

Bem . .
toydion plank road; cross the open country to Claiborne's road near its

Intersection® with White Ozk road, and recross Hatcher Run., His column
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I would then march to lhe South Side Railroad, striking it at a point about

tnree miles east of Sutherland Station.

General Gregg was to assemble his cavelry division {about 3,000 strong)
on the afternocon of the 24th near Hatcher Run. When his troopers rodé
out on the 27th, they were to cross the stream by the first crossing be-

10; the one used by Hencock's corps. .Upon reaching the west bank of the
creek, Gregg, who was to look to Hancock for his orders, was Lo advance

his horsesoldiers on the left of the infantry, probably following Quaker
road as.far as the Béydton Plank Road, Gregg‘s'mnvemsnts would be gov-

erned by.Hancock's.

Parke's IX Corps was to march "at such hour® on the 27th as t§ enable
:it.té surprise at daybresk the small Confederate force posted in the
recently opened eartﬁworks betweén Batcher Bun and Hawks'. If successful,
Parke was to pursue the Confederates, wheeling his columns to the righﬁ
as they forged ahead. Should Parke fail to breakthrough, he was to re-
main in position, keeping the putternuts pinned down,.while the II and
V Corps turned their right. e |

The V Corps was to march simultaneously with the IX Corps, proceed—

ing to the crossing of Hatcher Run, below the Boydtoen Plank Road bridge,

from where Warren was to support Parke, If the IX Corps broke through,

- Warren's was to push ahead, teking position on the left of Parke's

“?attle line. Should'Parke‘s'assault fail,:warren was to cross Hatcher

Bun and endeavor bo turn the Rebels! right by recrossing the run above

| : 16
‘Burgess! Mill, holding a position on Hancock's right.

Wagons and extra calssons that were to accompany the expedition

¥ould not move on the morning of the 27th, bub would be Mleft parked

3t the mest secure point near® the bilvouacs, to be ordered to the front
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nen convenient, Ambulances, however, would go with the troops.

Army headguarters on the 26th would be transferred to the neighbor-

Io d of Poplar Spring Church., Meads, during the early phases of the
ffensive, would be with the right wing. Headquarters persounnel and

) g p !
L

he eng1ne rs were to be held in reserve at Meade'!s Station, along with
l "full supply® of entrenching tools,
Meade was delighted to learn that a deserter from the 27th North
larolina had turned himself into'the. I¥ Corps' pickets. Whén questioned,
e reported that fatigue parﬁies from his division (Heth's) had been de-
lailed to throw up fortifications tq the right of Brigadier'Genere-_l.
' l;amuel McGowan's South _Cémlina Brigade. While engaged in this mrk,

the man remarked, he and his late COHL(‘chGS had been nearly two miles

lo the rlght of their brlgade, Brigadier General John R. Cocke's, wh:l.ch
‘ as posted on McGowan's left. The newly dug rifle-pits to McGowan's

“right (hnlch were held by dlsmounted cavalry) were not extensive, the

i Ilorth Carolinian told his interrogators, but they were fron‘ced by an [
Y

‘ abatis,
- l It was 2:30 p.m. on Cctober 56 before Grant completed his review of

ieade's plan of operatiolns. He liked everything he read, except for one

point, Grant suggested that if Parke on advancing found the Confederate:

- I""ortlf ications in defensgible condition and manned," hé should not attack

but tconfront them until the movement of the other two Corps had its -

19
effect.m -
: I  Meade modified his master plan so as to meeb partially his superior's
ront of

cbjection, But, Meade added, as Parke was scheduled to be in f

|
.
: Ithe Rebel fortifications at dawn, he would have to make a forced recon-

naissance "Lo ascertain the exact condition of affairs unless he waits

- - . . 20
Itl 11 sfier daylignt.

!h._.b
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Fean's and Mobt's Givisions were to follow in g&

to Egan's division by Major H
~and wagons were to follow

»-soldiers weat into bivouac,

‘ men to hold down the size of their camp fires.

‘and inspected their units.
hffook the field. No difficulties wer

o-hhlch Hancock and his staff rode,

%QUPderstood by Hencock that Meade exoeoted the corps t

’rOad near Dav1s‘ A personal reconnaissance

3_t’° road branching to the righ

Early on October 26 Hancock, as he had promised, 1aid out the route

ining the area near Vaughen

rcad where they were to spend the night. The two divisions were to move

out at 2 Dol s Motits in advance. MOut’S line of manh would be from

SOLthall's, through the pines by'tne Wldow Smith's, Williams', and Dr.

fu 11ey s houses, and the frowning parapets of Fort Dushane. A halt for

the night would be called “Just outside the llne 2nd near” Vaughan's

house, Three batteries were to accompany the corps, one to be assigned

azard and the others to Mottls.: Ambulances
the division to whlch they belonged. When the
they were to be confined to thelr camps. No

d: the officers were to cautlon their

21

drum_or bugle calls were. to be sounded;

'By the designated hour, the brigade commanders had formed, mustered,

Wott's division took the lead as the Il Corps
e encountered till the vanguard, with

reached the Weldon Railroad. It was

o bivouac on Vaughan
satisfied the cCorps commanger

’at it would take his pioneers hours to make the road from Fort Dushane

tO Davis! passable for his columps. Discussing the geograohy of the area

h his scouts, Pancock learned that he could turn his troops into tne

FA I L,
w&lifax road. A sﬁo*u olst nee down the Halifax road wes a forks, and

t led to Colonel Wyatt'!s on Church road.

% road passing in front of Colonel Wyatt's was said to connect with

r

2 2ughan road at Mrs, Davis'.

about to set, Hancock deternined to halt

Ouserving thabt the sun %&5

1C



yis corps and have his troops bivou

" ine Federels' fortified line, If Meade still

e e AWM G YT e

ﬂf¢ucbaﬂ s house, the nour that the troops were to mo

' pould be pushed shead,

yould be wnnecessary, he wrote,

- Headquarters, as long as it was t

K_'ﬁéncentrated nis cavelry at Perkins'.

. " = inoma it - ¢

- mender. Gregg had talked with several Confederate deserters.

I AR,

. %as obstructed with felled timber.
because he didn't relish marching his columns through

~'“the dark. Since it vwould ot b

i - »-..»M».‘.,,-,,.._m‘.h..vmm\, -

. }mméhreys, Wihy not let the soldiers start at a later hour?

b . ' R '
“uie corps, with Egan's divislon 1n the lead, was to move out.,

oaf \ . ' .
- of merch was to be Church road to Vaughen road,

sc in the fields south of Fort Dushane.

Hancock dashed off a note to Meade at 6:30, reporting that Egan's rear

He had stopved, becsuse thers was consideratle

E

rigade was just coming in.

 confusion whether Fort Dushane or Fort Cummings anchored the left flank of

ve oult in the morning

- 22

Chief of Stcff Fumnhreys acknowiedgcq Hancock!'s COTﬁlnlCablon. it

for the II Corps to- go by way of Vaugqan‘s

he shortest, had no objection to Hanqock
23 , : ‘

iakihg the roubte via Colcunel Wyatt's,

General Gregg during the afternoon had called in his outposts and had

Wren he rode over Lo Lewis! house

;i@ report to General Hancock, Gregg had some bad news for the corps com-

They had

told him that Vaughan road, particularly near the Hatcher Run cr0351ng,

This 1n¢ormatlon troubled Hancocx, '
obstructions in

be light till 5:30, Hancock inguired of

21

Meanwhile, Hancock hed made his plans for in the morning. AL 2 a.m.

The line
then across Habcher Run

bF ey of Dabney's Mill to Boydton Plank Road. Egan was to cover his

¢olumn with a strong advence guard, pushed a considerable distance to

- the froni. Great care would be taken to keep the soldiers closed up,

ind the cadence would be held down £i1l daybreak,

11

wanted his corps to march via




O
l Gregg, after detachlng a squadron to reconnoiter in advence of the

i infantry, was to march his division via Rowenty Postoffz_ce to Vaughan

road. Whenever the opportunity prasented iteelf, Gregg wWas Lo commui-

" eabe with Hencock. When riding down '+ Halifax rcad, %o avoid confusion,

ihe cavalry was to keep to the 1eft and the infantry to the right.

4 guide, theroumly fapiliar with this section of Dimwdddie County,
~would report to Ceneral Egen, All vagons, except the ambulances, were

: : : 25
“to be parked between the cemp and Er, Gurley's.
Meade, upon receipt of Bancock's message regarding a need to re-
B schedule the hour the march was to commence, Was agreeable. The IL Gorps
could start at 3:30, which w_ould bring Hancock into the vicinity of Hatcher
s 26 '

"-_'.'Pam at dawn. ‘

General Warren was thrown Anto a quendary ‘by Meade's instructions for

" him to "move simultanecusly with the N1 nth Corps, and proceed to the cross-

: “ing of" Hatcher Run, below the Boydbon Plank Road Bridge, because he knew

?f'no yroad that would bring the V 'Corps into position between the II and

| ;'IX Corps. Ma jor Waghlnpton &, Roebling was detailed to explore the Toad

tetwork between the fortlflcatlons held by the IX Corps. and Hatcher Bun,

"‘.""-’b_‘it he was unable to venture beyond the Union pickets, which were but a

. short distance in front of the earthworks.

General Parke!'s ploneers, however, came to yarren's assistance. A

o road was opened by Them through the abatls and pines to the left of Fort

"'_gm’&"fﬂ-ﬂgs, through an open flelcz, to a cart roc.d Waen Chlef of steff

Fumphreys relayed this information to Warren, he pointed out that this

tert poad would enable the V Corps to Teach Duncan road, which led by

4esiporeland’s house. The people at army headquarters wWere unable to

- %22 why the V Corps could not move gimultanecusly with the IX Corps as

' e o T i "W-'ﬁw-% el .
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“¢ar as Duncan road. From there,

division coannders to have their troops at Parke's hou

. of men whose enlistments h

.-able V Corps to little more than a Sk@l&uon.

i eral Sammel W. Crawford's bringing up the rear.
" ¢losed up, Griffin's vanguard following

”;divisiOn.'

:1 f1red & shot in anger; while 1, 6&9 were

:g;zoch rifles (10 guns),
Effrom Battery Neo. XXIV to Fort Fisher, formerl

'*;i2,500_strong, and eight batteries of 34 guns.

';fand baggage had been sent to City Point,

 iire, 5:30 was not early enough.

4t was believed that Warren's scouts should

27

12 able to locate a route to Hatcher Run.

After acknowledging Humphreys' telegram, Werren issued orders for his

se, ready Lo take
ﬁhe field at 5:30 a,m., on the 27th, Heavy b battle losses and the discharge
ad expired hod reduced the once proud and for;id»
When-ﬁhe corﬁs marched, Bri-

gadier General Charles Criffin's First Division wes to have the advance,

jbo be f01101ed by Brigadier Gemeral Romeyn B. Ayres', with Brigadier Gen-

The corps was to keep

o hard on the heels of Parke's reaxr

Of his 11, 000 effectives, Warren complained, 3,913 had never

®ignorant of the manuél.“ Five

 ¥batteries, three armed with light 12—pounders (14 guns) and two with 3~

were to accompany the expedition. The earthworﬁs

y:held by the entire'corps,

-ohould be entrusted to Brigadier General Henry Baxter's brigade; about

Surplus transportation
28

Veade, vnen he reviewed Warren's orders, disapproved of the starting

General Parke, having alerted his di-

 Vision Commanders ts have their troops on the yoad by 3 o'clock, Meade
¢ | 29
“tlegraphed Warren to put his corps in motion at 4 a.m.

The troops of the IX Corps snent October 26 getting ready to take

S
Lag unition in the stipulated quantities Were

offensive., Rations and &mix

G “”“:‘whlle the unlts earmarked to hold the forts took position, BPesides

o bodl o
Ce-bing a passage Lnrouvh the parapet and ababls to the left of Forl Cummings




Isr the V Corps, Parke's pioneers opened a route through the fortifications

e

io the rignt of that stronghold for the IX Corps.

General Parke, before rebiring, notified Brigadier General Orlando
Illlc:ox, whose Firs‘&: Division was to have the advance, that-he wes to
rove nhis "comand prompﬂ v at 3:30 in the mornlng, keeping.../ hisj
Ix"iFades well closed, and taking the road cut, through the parapet to_
the rira'hf of Fort Cutmjﬂgs..'.." The Third ILns:Lon led by B gacz ier
- I\.r*eral Em:ard ‘Ferrero and BI‘_LD‘&\L:LGI‘ General Robert Potter's Second

ﬂnslon, ‘as named, were to follow ??‘lllco*c through the gap opened in
!he earthworks.
I Tattoo was beaten as usual in the IX Corps' camps that 'evening.
After tattoo, the_a officer of the dzy made his rounds to see thatl the
len had ret_.ired and that no unnecessary camp fires were burning. AL _ b
: !:30 otclock the officers awskened thelr men, b_eiﬁg careful to hold

own the noise. The urits were formed, mustered, and ready to march

.. 32 e o Dol
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into battle. Ibid., 325. o | i

TEE BATTLE OF THe BOYDTOR PLANK ROAD, OCICBER 27-28, 1864 i
Chapter I
General ¥eade Plans an Offsnsive

Notes

The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the fficial Records of

the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol, XLII, pb. III, 317-318.

Ibid,, 318-319; Andrew A, Humphreys, The Virginia Campaign of 16l and
165 (lew York, ig22), 294,

. R., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. IIX, 322-323, 325-326, 328, 330.

o

Tbid., 323324,

Ibid., 325. Brigadier Ceneral Charles Griffin was on leave, bult so

highly did Warren value the Services of the leader of his First Division
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- Tbid,, 328, Troops left to hold the redoubts were to be provided
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Ibid,, 330.

Tbid., 331.

o

. R., Series I, Vol. XLTI, pt. I, 295, 325; Q. R.; Series T, Vol.
XLIT, pt. ITT, 347-348. -

g.'g., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 345, 394; O. R., Series T, Vol.
XLII,.pt. III, 348, .Miles' brigades were posted: the 1Tst Brigade

from the Appomattox te Fort Morton, the Consolidated Brigade from

Fort Merton to Battery Mo, XXI, the Lth Brigade from Battery No, X¥XI-
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- to Battery No., XXIV, including Forts Sedgwick, Davis, and Alexander

zys., 1bid., 45, A48,
C. R., Series I, Vol. XLIL, pt. TIT, 344, 345.
Tbid., 345.
Toid., 345, 3k6.
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Fort Bross and one from in the rear of Fort Sedgwick; the 3d Battery,

Vermont Light Artilléry‘was pulled out of Battery No, XVI; while the

3d Battery, Maine Light Artillery was relieved in Fort Kice by a
section of Battery A, 1st New Jersey Light Artillery. These three

batteries proceeded to City Point, where the officers in charge

" reported to Brigadier General Henry W. Benham.

Ibid., 350, 351.

Ibid., 340-341; Humphreys, Virginia Campgign of 164, and 165, 204~295.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLIT, pti-III, 341-342. . Lieutenant Colonel Ira

§p§gl§igg—gomman§ed the, engineers.,
Tbid., 338.

Ibid., 355+

- Ibid,

Ibid,, 3593 0. R., Séries I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, A10-411, " Batteries
Cand I, Sth g, S. (armeq with six. Napoleons) reported to Ceneral
Egan, while the 10th Massacnusetts Rattery (six 10-pounder Parro»ts),
and Battery K, 4th U, S. (four Napoleons) wes attached to Mott's
command. |

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt.III, 358; 0. R., Series I, Vol, XLII,

st. T, 230, 295, 303, 319, 325, 3k6, 351, 39k. Fort Dushane had been
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| 295-296; William H. Powsli, The Fifth Army Corps (Army of
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‘erecteq in late AuguSU ang early September, following the bettle

of thg Weldon Ra“lroad and anchored the defense 1ine covering the
raiiréad from_the‘west; Fort Cummings had been thrown up in early
OCuober, after the battle of Peebles’ Farm, and ancnor ~ed the Union
11ne laid out to secure the ground galpﬁd at that time.

0. R., Serles I, Vol. XBII, pt, II1L, 358.

Ipid.; 0. E., Series I, Vol, 3LII, pt. I, 608,

0. R., series I, Vol. XLII, pb. III, 359-360.

‘Ibid., 359.

Tbid., 361; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XLIL, pb. I, 434,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, L3k; 0. 34, Series I, Vol. XLIT,

ph. IIi 362~363 - Qeneral Baxter commanded Crawford's 2d Brigade.

The V Corps batteries left to hold the works were posted: Battery

No.‘XXIV two 3- inch rifles; Battery No, XXV, two 12-pounder Napoleons;

Fort Howard two" 12-pounder Nanoleons and two 3-in ch r1¢les, Battery No.

XXVI, two 12-pounder Napoleons and two 3«1nch rifles;
four 3-inch rifles and four 12—pounder Nepoleons; Fort Keene, two

3—inch rifles and two 12-vounaer Napoleous; Fori Urmston, four 12~

'pounder Napoleons “and two 3-inch rifles; Fort Conehey, two 3—1nch

rlfles and two 12—pounde” Napoleons. O. R , Series I, Vol. XLII,

pt. III, 363-36k; Humphryes, Virginia Campaign of. 16k and 165,

A Record of Operat: rations During the Civil Var in ghggUnited Stabes of

fmerica, 18611865 (New York, 1896), 738-739.

0. R., Series 1, Vol. ¥LII, pt. I, 361,
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XIT, ph. I, 548-549.

Fort ‘Wadsgworth,

f the Potorac),

0. k., Series I, Vol. XLI1, pt. III, 364, 3655 Q. k,, Series I, Vol.
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-“elbow room." Although they held to the ri

THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTCBER 27-28, 1864
Chapter Il

Hempton Bstablishes a Roadblock

General Hancock at 3:30 a.m., October 27, 186h;,upon learning that

s @ivisions were formed, passed the word to move out, In accordance

..3.

with Hancock's orders, Egan’s division book the lead. As soon as Egen's.

rear regiment had moved from its camp and turned into Halifax road, Mott!

lead brigade marched_from its bivouac. Egan's 3a Brigade commanded by

[4:]

Brigadier General Thomas A. Smyth had the advance, followed by Colonel
James M, Willettt's 2d Brla de, while Lieutenant Colonel Horace P. Rugg's

_1st Brigade brought up the rear. A squadron from the 6th Ohio Cavalry_

preceded SmJth's lead regiment, Rumbling along between Wlllett!s and

Rugg's brigades were the six Napoleons mamned by Batteries C and I, 5th

U S, Light Artillery.
For the first one—half mile of the march, the infantry had little

ght as directed, 'Halifax road

l was hardly wide enough for both the footsoldiers and Gregg's cavalry.

s

Temperé flared, Tnsults were exchanged as infantryman and cavalryman got

in each others way. The situation improved after the head of the colwms

Teached the junction,‘and the II Corps took the right-hand road, while

Gregg's cavalry contlnuad dovn Halifax road.

General Egan and his gulde rode with the troopers of the 6th Ohioc.

A% Colonel Vyatt's, the colum turned into Church road and pushed on

atross Arthur Swamp, Day wes breaking as the vangnard entered Vaughan

road, There were several sharp reports, &s Confederate pickets posted

2% a house aboub 200 yards north of the road nlazed azway al the Ohdo

=¥

ey
wun

e fraanat s s i



O

N

|

i [

AT A T T

- e B et

- e - --v‘“@\ ‘-.." B ]

(LTS o 1 3
virginia had deployed &§ skirmishe

“i3 senior officer present,

norsesoldiers, Bgan called a brief halt, to enzble General Smyth to organizs
2 force to dislodge the Rebels, Within a few moments, Lleutenanu Colonel
Frark J. Spalter had reported to Egan with his 4th Ohio Infantry Bzttalion,
Close benind came the 7th Wesl Virginia. Egan had Spalter deploy his Ohioans
as skirmishers to the right and léft of Vaughan_road; The West Virginians
were told to load thelr vifle-muskets and advance as a support to the.Ohicans.
Py the time Spalter's battalion had taken position, the Confederates had
secured théir mounts and had disappeared_down the road.

The march was resumed, It was apparénﬁ to the veterans that their

officers anticipated trouble, because they asked one another, "Why else has

‘Fgan called in the cavalry end deployed infantry to screen the advance?!
.There was no more delay at this time, and the colhmn tramped rapldly along

St Spalter and his Ohloans aporoached Hatcher Run. Spalter and his foot-

soldiers sensed trouble, Here the road had been obstructed; trees haa

been topnled arid brush thrown into the stream, so &5 to disorgenize &

force attemntlng to assall the rifle-pits dug on the opposite side to

. cover the crossing.

Without waiting for the 7th West Virginia, Colonel Spalter barked

. the command, "Double—qﬁick!“ The Ohioans crossed an open field and deshed
_'down the slope. There was & crashing volley. Spalter and several of his
;-mﬁﬁ were knocked off their feet. Unable to cross Hatcher Run, the Ohioans

ook cover and returned the Rebels! fire. By.fhié time. the Tth West

rs and moved to the attack. The West

V rginians stormed into the abatis, but 1ike the Chiocans, they were re-

Captain Jonhn Fordyce of the West Virginia unit, with Spalter dead,

After posting his men behind trees, he dasned

16
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to the rear and hailed Generals Egan and Smyth. The generals listened - i

et AR

25 Fordyce tersely explained the situation. Egen turned to Smyth and

told him to form his brigade across the rcad, Staff-officers galloped

to the rear with instructions for Willett and Buge to hurry to the front
with their brigades and form a second line beﬁind Suythls. Willett was
to post his-Nsw Yorkers on the right, while flugg massed his bluécoats on
the left of Vaugnan road, 2 |

Magor Henry S. Farley of South Carolina led the snall aetachment of

L L S o 21

dismounted troopers from Brigadier General Pierce M, B. Young's brigade
“charged w1th guarding the Vaughan road crossing of Hatcher Run. The
Conlederates, their fighting blood up, had let go & terrible "Rebel Yell"
as the Yankee skirmishers scrambled for cover. The sight of Bgan's battle
lines had a-sébering influenée.

Egaﬁ; having completed his dispositions, told Smyth to charge. Sup~-
Pgrted'by'Willett's and Rugg's brigades, Smyth's battle iine sﬁépt forward.

Men dropped, but on the Federals came. Tearing geps in the abatis, the

e AL Al P e 3 £ e S by ey

Yénks, holding their cartridge-boxes and rifle-muskets above.their-heads,

plunged into the run. The water was waist deep. By the time they had

e g i P B

Scrambled up the slippery west bahk, the Rebels had abandoned their rifle-
Pits and ﬁere fleeing dovn the road., A number of greyclads, not as fleet
&s their comrades, were captured

SmJth's soldiers continued the pursuit to Young s Store, where the
Eenersl called & halt to re-~form his brigade. While waiting for the rest
0f the division, Smyth had the Tst Delaware relieve the hth Ohio Battalion
24 the 7th West Virginia on the skirmish line, - The men from Delaware
Fushed out about three-quarters of a mile,.driViﬁg the Confederates before

:"a‘_s—» 15’
btk 1
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I General Hancock, while waiting impatiently for his ploneers Lo remove
’ the obstmctioné from the ford so his arﬁillery could pass, dashed off
_Ia nobe to Chief of Staff Humphreys. He reg corbed t"zat his column had
Iforced its way across Hatcher Run. At this time, 7:30, firing could
be heard off to the south where Gregg'!s cavalry was operating, but
Ithere were no sounds of battle from the IX Corps off to the no*’thsast

This caused Hancock to feel "some uneasiness," because he realized that

PR TAAR s e R e T

lh:Ls “sm.,ll colum.n could affect nothing if the enemy were perm_'l.tued to
: concentrate against it, and that he could not even a‘ttefﬂpu to reach the
ISouth Side Railroad unless the enemy were kept busn.ly occupied meeting
Ithe attacks? launched by Parke ané Warren.
) ~ As soon as the rest of Egan's brlgades and Mott's d.lVlSlOI‘i nad forded
: l Hatcher Run, Hancock told Egan to march "oy the nearest road 1o Dabney's
Mill;® Mottts column was to move out along Vaughan road a mile or so, and

I t‘nen strike for thé rill by way of a cart_roac_i ,shown on the Federals' maps

6 .

of eastern D3.nw1ddle County.

Egan, after re~forming his lels:Lon, ca.lled for Rugg to take the ad-

‘Vance, Smyth's brlgade was to bring up the rear. Rugg's lead regiment

(the 19th Massachusetts) was turned off Vaughan road and into the Tele-
graph road At the point where the Telegraph road struck Hatcher Run,

Egan had Rugg form his brigade into battle line across the road, while

e 1 iy, T s AR
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skirmishers of the 19th Massachusetts waded the stream. Not encountering
eny Confederates , they were withdrawn, As soon as Rugg redssembled his

iroops, the march was resumed along a cart road. The head of the column

e T

Yeached Dabney's },,111 at G:15, where the vanguard (two. companies of the
19th Meine) captu_red Major Andrew R, Venable, Hamplon's adjutant-gener al.

L e .- . . e ' . + Y 3
“hile Fean's soldiers wWere halted waiting for Mell to arrive, Venable was




Iestioned by Egan and his staff . Venable refused to tell the Federals

AP g+

@i thing except his ﬁame and rank.

I ¥ott!s division, with Ezigadie'r General P. 'Regis De Trobriand's bri-

lde leadiz;g t_h.e way, had waded Hatcher Run at 8 o'cléck. . Preparaiory | .i :
to moving out Vaughan road, Mottt had De Tx;obriand advance the 2d U. S_. .
:larpshooters and the 73d New York as skirmishers. De Troovrisnd's
rl’vance gug.rd , as it a_pproaéhed a cornfieid near where the road to
[Zoney's Mi11 branched off from Vaughen road, sighted Confederétes

' c'gging rifle-pits. The Yanks surged forward, and thé Confederates.

. dropped their entrenching tools, swung into their saddles, and pounded
<If in swift retreat. Nothing fui"ther out of the ordinary occurred to _ ;

rri the march to Dabney's Mill_. ‘Since Egan's froops had reached the mill
1

wedl ahead of them, Mott!'s soldiers were subjected to considerable good-
- g .

r'ured guying as they tramped up.

A1) the whlle the sound of Gregg S guns was gettlng nearer, Hancock

2w that mth Gregg advencing, he would.have to strike rapldly for the
ldton Plank Road, if he were to intercept the Confederates that the

on cavalry was driving in. Orders were given for Egan to push on to-

9

X‘.I"d the plank rcad.

Egan soon had his division in motion along a wood road, which his
' gl-.de assured him led into the Boydtan Plank Road at Bevillts, At 10:30
e e, Rugg's advance debouched frdm therpj_ners into a field and reached |
t!:i_I‘ goél. Looking up the plank road toward Hetcher Run, the Yarks
Clzld see the canvas tops of Confederate military wagoné as they rollied
tertheastvard.,

l Hencock, who was riding with Egan, was disappointed, beczuse he be~

1 L
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lieved zhat a small force of cavalrﬁ*, if one were available, might have
cepiurs paft_ of the train before it crossed the run at Burgess' Mill,
15 sooo 2s the last o