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Preparing for Invasion R ‘-. [ RRRHE
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In the spring of 1944, Imperial Japanese commanders were ' A - K oy .’t‘__ 19445 0%F. AFBRBELLR. TICRAZZ<OYA N EDHE
taking hard looks at Saipan’s many beaches, like those you -y S i o s
see below. They knew a U.S. invasion was coming soon. : ' " N T BoE. KRBRENSSSTBICLETIHEEZEEL T\ L, BXE
Their final preparations included massing troops in key : Tz O | " gi%&gﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ BERBACENERFIE, TEPBHISIL
. i = . 4 ’ D DIC,

locations, ready to move quickly.

4 ! ' ' : : BAETREE. BADT 4V v EVBEKEROBRESE 1 B EMER
The Japanese defenders planned to pin the Americans : . DREZEICKIETRKEZNRI DHELEILTLE. ZOWDEIC

down long enough to allow the powerful Japanese First : P, ’ BEfRSNAMERUEEL. BECLRT SKBELDERRTSLD
Mobile Fleet—then patrolling the Philippine Sea to the ﬁ'ﬁ-:* . ' ’ RRSIBERTT 5 N TEL,

west—to counterattack. Spotters on this mountain could® = “2 "
dlrect cannon fire to inflict heavy losses on the beaches: “+¥

ﬂ‘;‘ !

More than 40,000 Japanese 40,000 2Ll LD BAXREDN. CDEE
died defending this island. Pl 7cIC@mE‘RE L,

l i (L ‘e ...if Saipan is lost, air raids L. Y1/NEDEET NI
th | | s 2
- E. 3 b i on Tokyo will take place often, i;’?}’f‘?y’t&éﬁ lsz_ f?{
. g thereforg you absolutely must .2 5 apsice 0>
N : . hold Saipan. g;g_fgp BEND B,

Emperor Hirohito
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Japanese troops manhandled heavy BAE(E, KT B EOE
cannons like this as they prepared EREELBEDPSZIDELDLBERH
island defenses throughout the ShiKlaz ANhTEHLTULE,
Pacific. The exact photo location FHEABEEDIBFRIEAHETSH 3,
is unknown.

- y P
1l e —— . 2 ’ . o _ . .

Help us preserve this historic site. To report vandalism, call 664-2120. COBEEHEHERLICRETILHHHESBENLET. WET5EREAIL, 664-2120F TIERTF &1,
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Swing Like a Gate TP WEN

The American commanders who planned the amphibious VAN BORE - BHRARRENELICKEIEEELS 319445,
assault on Saipan never forgot that the most valuable piece SOBT—BERLEMETCRASFHICMET SZBLLND

< . s L% IST gWAY e
of ground on this island in 1944 was the airport you see on S0 o7
the plain below. 194456 A 15 H FAI8EF439). 8,000 DK iBEBkE2 L FE4REH
TRHEHBEEZRELL, 26HE. MTRICHERIF27EERM
Eight thousand U.S. Marines of the 2nd and 4th Divisions SRR EMBRICLRAOBERICHEN L. KEOHEB D More than 5,000 Americans died 5,000% Ll E DK DY A /S BO
hit the beaches below at 08:43 on June 15, 1 Thousands ZREMRL, BhZSALLR BERELHCENPYRE fighting to take Saipan and its Wi CHVTEERRBERMT S
‘43 5,1944. BUIVEAEAETL TS ZETH o . strategic airfields. EHIChzERELLE.

of infantrymen of the 27th Army Division began following

the Marines ashore 32 hours later. The American battle orders
were to seize the airfield and take the high ground, then “swing
like a gate” across the island, pushing the Japanese northward.

I have always considered Saipan the decisive battle of BIL0D 6P 1 /T BEATFFRICEOTRBOBE LY,
the Pacific [for it] breached Japan’s inner defense line... Thwx H‘ DK ER B & A1 L AL A DiE & BT =
and opened the way to the home islands. EEZZTIVE,

’ ] K=V K- RZRBEFF
Lieutenant General Holland Smith
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Death in the Valley

The plateau you see directly below this summit
was called “Death Valley” by American soldiers
and Marines in June 1944. There, units moving
toward this mountaintop from the sugarcane
fields below slammed into devastating crossfires
from both the right and left. Japanese machine
guns hidden in the cliffside caves, snipers, and
thick tropical undergrowth made the American
advance slow and costly.

As the number of American troops killed
and wounded soared into the hundreds,

the line of hills that flank the valley below
came to be called “Purple Heart Ridge”

and “Hell’s Pocket.” Death Valley was finally
cleared on June 30, 1944 —five days after
Mount Tapotchao was taken.

We tried all day to advance and could not because
of machine gun fire and snipers...It was a continuous
meat grinder ...1 lost track of the fellows left in my platoon.

Frank Borta, Marine scout runner

aETODIE

1944%F6A. COWUWDELEDTSTICRA SR, KE
BT LBEBAICKY NEDR] EHEN TV, TICHS
B ROFEMRMDDS ZDILTEICH D OEE) L TUVZEBBK (.
EA@MADSKMAENDBIENTFRXICIVELSKRYE
Shfc, BELCHIRECBARTSIEAREICL>TELN
SEBH. AT A N—PROVBEEOHEDKEDHEZESHE.
EHICEBRIBEEERMLL.
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KEEDOREZDOHMNAEAICHENLENSICDN. BHAE
ENEOAENSKEL TWDAREIE /=)L - N—F| -
Dy 1% THEOBE EMENSZ LS T,
1944%F6A30H. # v AR—F aIUMNKEICK VKBS iz
5H#%. EDOBEF—T/ENhi.
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BooTLES L, VAN HE, BDOYBEESHEDL S EODE D/,
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Taking Mount Tapotchao

It took ten days of brutal uphill fighting for A platoon from the 8th Marine Regiment
finally captured the crest of Mount

Tapotchao by scaling the steep slope just |
the invasion beaches near Chalan Kanoa below below you on June 25, 1944. On arrival, the
Marines found no one here. The Japanese
. . defenders were all heavily engaged in
high ground had given the Japanese —and later combat farther down the mountain.

American Marines to hammer their way up from
to the summit where you now stand. Holding this

the Americans—a powerful military advantage:
the ability to observe troop movements and call
down artillery fire over most of Saipan.

...I spent three hours on the highest crag of [Tapotchao]
today...l wanted to see what breed of men captured
this peak...and I found assault Marines of unrivaled
fearlessness, courage and tenacity...

Mac Johnson, civilian war correspondent
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194456 A25H ., 55838 FLBBk D /B REMDIELTICHD2Fv> A/ THAEDKRERIEER
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Jungle Fighting Goe§ On A v U NVEE<

Twenty-five days after the invasion began, U.S. 4 & BENSIRES>T25AH. XEHETR. YA NV BLHEEZES
commanders declared the island of Saipan “secure” ;. &§ : . L Ela ﬁil%ﬂm’:.ff;%b s g‘?-z?z: 0)?5; HE. rﬁ:F% CH Rk 3{’ AEXER _7.’7"
In the last days of the battle, thousands of Japanese » } Y- REe Ry TE DR Sl
soldiers died honoring their Emperor by gyokusai— S — o AAEOHICIE. COEBLOTICHIERTEDNEEYRE
L oesive All-dEak ks v, & BEBRORICE CHHERSALB OB L, KIBRAR
; o _ 4 $L;Zo:1EI‘IF%Ui_\ *ﬁﬁﬁﬁlgi‘l‘pé6(:177}5]%'1(:&&"7") S
Others chose to take the fight deep into the jungle- - b ' | - ;H""ﬁ‘ AELSE SRE A T .
covered hills and caves below this summit. One group ; : - o 4R
of soldiers under Captain Sakae Oba eluded captur ' ¢ : - ‘g, 3 ; .

B

. bR i “ % L e y
> and waged guerrilla war on American occw;a? N 3 P . 5 Wk, p
.~ forces for ar other '17 nthS 3 . 9 ' o
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...l am proud to have served with you. You have fought 5 st S SRR & FAIZFEBLERKICDVESLEFZYICED, EC:L-JE@F#/:#D%
well, and in keeping with the spirit of Bushido. Today, by R s = ‘;‘gggJ iﬁiﬁoiﬁﬁ - jgf‘ﬁ tb—’;z)gﬂ&"” sz Uéjﬁ gfjf?é
order of our Emperor, we will end our war. But we will s &g 3 TROFFR LT - QRUIERZED

. ¢ A ' THhd.
end it as undefeated soldiers of Japan. Oba and 46 of his men finally laid down 19455 12B1H. Kl &46BDBAFR (R i
: S KIBEAR
Captain Sakae Oba their arms on December 1, 1945. EDESHBEBEL.

Help us preserve this historic site. To report vandalism, call 664-2120. COBESHMEHEREICHRETSEHHAESHEVLET., WETSERLEAIL. 664-2120KE TITER T E L,
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Bitter Combat on Yellow Beach AIAO—E—FTOE /R

Heavy Japanese fire pinned down the three By sundown of D-Day, about 40,000 Marines 194456 A1SAAM AR, MUVEARBICL MY FHTHMEFEADORRETIS, #40,0008 07820
regiments of the U.S. 4th Marine Division that ~ were ashore, holding onto a 1,000-yard-deep COBEICHELLRFABRMEAOIEMEMR LA,  AEBEICLEL. 810,000 — . #EX1,0007 — [

BEKPAIO—E—Fho12V— RFiET 20 OEEEZLHLL, BEYIE. COTANUEICEITS

stormed this beach on the. morning of Thursday be.aclilheac'l that Was 10,000 yards long. To take TR =5 ST A L e AT EY BT, L 22000807 X BA
June 15, 1944. To make their way up the first this tiny sliver of Saipan on the first day of battle DB FNEDTH S,
12 yards of Yellow Beach took the Marines cost the blood of nearly 2,000 Americans. _ i A, el

a full hour of heavy fighting.

i

&l
o afe; ; \

~ “’ All around us ‘was the chaotic debris of bitter combat... BADEY 1212, FETEICE Y RBBEISG 1=T@EDY .

> bodies lying in mangled and grotesque positions... TELRARGS. MLOBEICL S TOLSShEHE b/iﬁ‘&

the burning wrecks of LVT5.... Then shells really began to BB o T, TLT, BADPEWINEDEEZEDSL I LEELE

SICRYIED. RICIZHEDBIFEDHDIAEDEE> Tk,

pour down...rocketing down with a freight-train roar...
Jary - -FrEXHE

1st Lieutenant John Chapin

Help us preserve this National Historic Landmark site. To report vandalism, call 664-2120. CORTHRFERLICRETIEHDHNESBENLET. WeT 5Z2REAE. 664-2120FX TIEE T LN,
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Red Beach Night Attack Ly FRE-FTORE

On the night of the 16th June, we carried out NSt v SHISEOR. B4 GARRLBMERTLE, IODBMGHONED 08 < meonznss
. . go < - > . Ay ~ . . - pi:: P oS
a large-scale night attack. One battalion broke a powerful counterattack against THRERMLETICE TEALLDBALIHEEHL TLE L, BRICH L44BOBE L £ ICHAL
. F5 the Marines holding Red Beach. BHRXE REZ{T2DTHBD. Il
through a portlon Of the enemy's line...but we This was the first large-scale tank KEFHSEICENTRVOKIRIERS
suffered ereat losses. battle of the Pacific War. At first light y g A - r o WECLIHMTHo ., ROHD
'[f ’ g the next morning, Marines counted YBIZEE. RERBEPADROKESBELDBLERML Tl ok, YED REAT, BEBKIIINEDEENEISET
Captain Taisa Shimamura o ~ ~
3 31 tanks burning on this battlefield. KRXNKD DTSN/, ETEDXTHBTBHEDHENSHTLS 3D EELTNBDERA .,
The battle evolved itself into a madhouse of ww Two days fighting on this beachhead BEDOBRZRLL. Sy MR REe Sy IR
; 9 3 cost the U.S. 2nd Marine Division Pr—AhR- RINVDE FREHS TOER T3, 5008 0DEE
noise, tracers, and flashing lights. As tanks were ¥ T ri vy

hit and set afire, they silhouetted other tanks .

coming out of the flickering shadows. ﬂ

Major James Donovan c - =
. ’ '-— . . -

-, -
4
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Help us preserve this National Historic Landmark site. To report vandalism, call 664-2120. COELHEHERLICHAETZEHHDESEOLET, WETS5ZEREAIZ. 664-2120E TIER TSN,
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If they would only stop...

Caught in...naval gunfire, the wounded At 05:00 there was a fierce enemy air
and dead...increase[d] ...most feared... attack. I have at last come to the place
was the naval shelling, which...reachfed] ~ Where Iwill die. I am pleased to think
the obscure mountain caves where... that I will die calmly in true samurai
CPs were located. style. Naval gunfire...was too terrible
... The feeling of everyone is ‘if they would ~ for words.... Toward evening the firing

only stop the naval shelling’ die‘i 'dowc’lz’ b’;)t }lt night naval gunfire
continued as before.

Diary of an unknown Japanese soldier

Unknown Japanese prisoner of war

National Park Service @
U.S. Department of the Interior &7

bL., BRABRIALHTINNE

BEDRBICH, HEEDHIIIERSE—HE >/, FHISK, EFULVBDEFRKBENH >/, t*o &I
—BBELDo/EDIE. BEEIGEIHBIDRAE RIBHICKEDE, FORICFREERETIERS L
ICFE CEIAFEPELALEZ LS BAEIE, EXRICES, BEOREIEIIBETEETE X
TEAHEZRAUED TS ANIEE LOSAFLET FEBTELZD, SENICHITTREZRD O /L

— ok,
E2THDBAEHE

ESICEBRZIED., BOBICHKSD THIFELRULE S &
BRI,

RB2THDBEAEDRELS

For three days before any Marines BEBD CORBEBEIC_EREY D]
came ashore on this invasion beach, D3HM. 500EH5EFERD 18T
battleships, heavy cruisers, and H D, FAGEE L ERRENBE
destroyers—part of a 500-warship DiE< ERMZEANVKIBTREL
fleet—pounded targets near the 2o 51T, 200#L EOERED
beaches and inland with their heavy 1944 F6 AD LERIICH ANV BIC
guns. More than 200 American MBLBEEMZ /.

warplanes strafed and bombed

Saipan before the June 1944 landings.

Help us preserve this National Historic Landmark site. To report vandalism, call 664-2120.

COEFHILHERLICAETZHDHAZEMILET. WETSZREAIL. 664-2120 L TIER T XN,
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Imperial
Air Power

There is no hope of victory in
places where we do not have
control of the air.

Lieutenant General Yoshitsugu Saito

B EES

EEIEDE O BTICBFIDFEE (L7500,

LT

ETH. F2RERKEFOBAREREHZE N
BEE 29D, SOHA/NVEEORYICE-TWNS,
EAEICRZZKEHaV0) - b TiREMEESE
BN SFHBEEINEREIT. BEDBEHAREDIRT
HARE L TULV,

19415 12H8H. KFFHELPIRLALE. HEXE
REREICOEREICHIBEEENS 7 LAEBRED
B HERLE, 2HEICERIEZDE, SUTTES

SO E TS KT RE(I B AFTEOEESERIC
BRRL 7=

Even now you can see reminders of
Japan’s pre-World War II air power
scattered around Saipan’s present-day
airport. The massive concrete vaults
and camouflaged blast doors of the
bunker you see just ahead originally
warehoused Japanese aerial bombs.

Mitsubishi G4M medi e
bombers, Allied codenam Iélj: Ug 3N

“Betty;” early 1940s. Fayeeaa]

As the Pacific War erupted on
December 8, 1941, Japanese bombers
took off from here to attack Guam, using
ordnance from this bunker. After two
days’ assault, the defenders of America’s
outpost in the Marianas surrendered to
the overwhelming forces of the Empire
of Japan.

American servicemen repaired
this bunker and many other
As Lito Airfield structures,
which became part of the new
B-29 airbase called Isely Field.

RKEETRZDFEEELET RAU—F
RATIZDWEEEEL. RICA ALA
RATIH EFEEN D L L) B-291RER
DR LT 7=,

Help us preserve this National Historic Landmark site. To report vandalism, call 664-2120. COELHEHERLICHRETSEHHNESHEVLET, WETS5ZREAIZ. 664-2120 K TIERT SN,
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[___|
_ The Fields That Ended the War MEZRESERTIS
\ Here you can see one of the 120 B-29 bomber e —meemaaee.. - — s O C(d, 194450 5 1945F DR IKEEMERS TTET AU — b

B-2OIR B DEHIZD1DEH B ENTE S,

PBANETZT VDOREICKDXEE. EXREB29FRER MHBED
BE| [CEH>THERRTBEDAADHOREHRM I RERMETZ 3,
JERZN/=8,5007 « — FDBEREEKRBEBRDRITHEDZHIC
BEIN, fAVARITIEEH LRI T ONA, th EREEMZ,
KEFHICEVWTHRRNKREBNZBEELBEVDIDTH o=,

1944 - 45, as they repaired and expanded the
Japanese airfield originally called As Lito Field.

Control of Saipan and Tinian gave the huge B-29
Superfortress bombers secure land bases within striking
range of the Japanese home islands. The enlarged
8,500-foot runway and vast support facilities built for
the airfield —renamed Isely Field—were key building
blocks for an eventual U.S. victory in the Pacific.

BEREADRBE DS LABDIZ. B-2BRERICL BR5I<
EETHS.

EHXE THREXE

The thing that brought about the determination to
make peace was the prolonged bombing by the B-29s.

Fumimaro Konoye, former Prime Minister

ved hardstand like you see here C o TR AR X N B
as essential to support the weight of BROER| HEE. BREEN

the Superfortress while it was being 10 DBEABHAE NS
serviced, refueled, and loaded with ten EDEXEERBDCEETH 97?:;

tons of bombs. Miles of paved taxiways ATANbEEE N RS
connected hardstands to runways. ERE LB R E DT

Help us preserve this National Historic Landmark site. To report vandalism, call 664-2120. COEEHRHERLICHRETIEHCHNEBBEOLET, WETS5Z2REAIR. 664-2120F TIEE TSN,
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Death and Duty

... Whether we attack
or whether we stay
where we are, there is
only death...As it says
in Senjinkun [Battle
Ethics], I will never
suffer the disgrace of
being taken alive.

Lieutenant General Yoshitsugu Saito

The many memorials you see
here today honor the Japanese,
Okinawans, and Koreans who
died on Saipan in 1944.

S LEBBHIE. EL BIE.
TN ICAS T£&ETHE
RDEZZ1T ) BEEHZE
BRSLTRHBELLTE D
KEICESZBEHSET L,

FBREREERR

S$H. CITIBICRPEL< DR
[Z1944%, A4/ ETEL SN
BAA., HEBALHBADE# [CHBE
ERTEHDDHBDTT,

...[on] 8 July...I took
two prisoners on top
of the Banzai Cliffs.

I talked with them

at length trying to
convince them that

to continue fighting
would amount to sure
death.... The big job
was...convincing
them that we would
not torture and kill
them—that they
would be well treated
and would be returned
to Japan after the war.

Private First Class Guy Gabaldon

Help us preserve this National Historic Landmark site. To report vandalism, call 664-2120.

7H8H. #(Z/N>H1 1=
DIELET2ADHEEE 07,
CDFEFEHHFEITBZ LML
HEAXEICE>DTHDLT
FEEHELS ZEICHRB EHBE
FTBEDICEL EGEELE,
WEELZEZREL TRETS
DTIEES ., RESNEED
Bbo/ELAXICHREZTES
CLEWBIHB LS
DA EBIEFEICIR B

HA - AN RN ERZE

...they [the civilians]
had been told that no
Japanese has been
captured. And if you
were ever to give up,
you would not be
Japanese anymore...
if you see a hundred
people jumping off
cliffs and a dozen
Jfamilies with little kids
Jumping off cliffs, you
really think the world’s
coming to an end...
And then some...were
patriotic and thought
that this is a duty ...
there was death all
around the place.

Major Robert Sheeks

wEREAX, BHEATHE
[CHoEFEFOWEZOEHZ
bk, S, L.
HESOTRELES,
BEIEDH S HEANTIEZ),
blL. 2PADKEENFEDS
EEL 100 A DA =6 HHEEE
DEROEY TLVBDZE
BES, 5 nTZott(t
KELEBS>ESS, LT,
BICEEBEOHS. D
AERAEL TOEHKEE
B AdB0 7=, dEYIE
SEET—HFIC/R o TLVE,

AN=k - =0 Xfk

...the Japanese told us
that the Americans
would do terrible
things to us if we were
captured...we thought
of killing ourselves...
[the Americans] gave
us water and we saw
that one of them had
a rosary around his
neck so we figured they
were good guys. They
were not out to kill us.

David Mangerero Sablan

National Park Service

i)

U.S. Department of the Interior =

5E & B

RS5O LAKEICHES/S
DENCLESZNBELALXE
DEEOVTOWEATHEREDS
TIHBEEZL TOEAE,
KERESICKAkES N,
LT EftD1AOYY —
EZHICDOIITOWBDERT
BESIZEBODALE TlEENE
BoltAZ, BEIXES Z
RUICEEALRZVDA,

FEyE-=y4LO-YT5Y
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COELHEHERSICAETZLHIHBHESBEVLET. WETLZREAT, 664-2120F TIEET L.
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Camp Susupe was awful just tents with sand for ﬂoors.... Isaw my -
Japanese mother only once after my arrival.... She was very weak'and...._

died not long after that. Because I was a girl I'was allowed to stay with'my R A' e

- -

Chamorro family, but because Japanese law prohibits a male child to be —
adopted by non-Japanese, my brother was repatriatéd to Japan. '
Sister Antonieta Cepeda Ada

ZANREFL. BDEIC

BADZERICE

FYRZIH - RS - THEEL

Two Years in the Camps

Chamorros and Carolinians
lived behind barbed wire in
rough conditions in the tents and

When the big guns fell silent in July
1944, the hardships were not over for
Saipan’s civilians. Hungry, wounded,

BFAREA. RN LEHENIL
b DIRERTICA > TOEL .,

The Japanese civilians,
the Okinawans, and the

Koreans were inside exhausted, and traumatized, some shacks of these camps for two years. A b, 1945 $ mﬁ DY,
. 18,000 survivors— half of them Saipan was the first place that the \ S (IESEDEIZEEZN
another Camp ot But’ 2 children—were gathered into three ~ U.S. military was résponsible for FLIE
°

late 1945, they were sent
back to their countries.

Herman Reyes Guerrero

makeshift shantytowns that sprawled
over the neighborhoods near here.

feeding and sheltering thousands
of civilians during the Pacific War,
and the pre-invasion preparations
were inadequate. Supplies were
always short.

N=> -L4X-510

Help us preserve this historic site. To report vandalism, call 664-2120.

CDERHILHERECHRE

INABFRTOD 2 FH
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=5EL. BHNEEEZE 57/18,00080D
EFE. TOEREFRAEABDSOMIEIC
IE33DNDHELDEDZ A EHX (CE
vohi=.
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[BRIZAFALNDE LR FHBBEERT =
YBFICEESNTLEIVEL 2.

EBTEENT L0

FrEQOAEHDOU VAIX. BRISEDL
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REDRRICTHZ DS 2FF BB L
DTH>D. YANVEF. KFFHIC
BOWTKENMATADBORBEAICEEZ
B2V B#ARAERELAYLAEECHT
DEBEFRTHD. BREAEGIFATHT
HollEOMEITVNDHBAREL TV,
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