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Introduastion

This is & history written to the greater glory of the Ute Pass Tredilg

1ts' stories, legends, and true happenings, o
‘This trail 1is typloal of the Great Western Hemisphere. The trade routes
of Burope may be compared with its glory and age) '

The three mgn:bion routes, in the Western Comtinent, of the prehistoris
period, began aorcss the Bahring Stralt and the Polar Zone, and down the
ﬁum coast to North Amerioa. The central prehistoric route was down the
MoKizgle River from the Behring Strait through the eentral portions of the
Americes and down through to the Rooky Nountains, and by conjecture it
probably could have orossed the Eooky Mountains at the Ute Pass to the
Mississippis The third was again aoross the Behring Strait down the west
 coast to Oembral America,

The historic migrations were from the east, the northern route being
around the northern part of Colersde and the southern pertien of Wyming,
the middle route again being threugh the Ute Pass TréAl to the west Coasty
the southern route being through the deserts of the South near Santa Fe,

New Maxioco. _ _

If we oould spesk.the language of the Trail it could tell us of the
great Dinosaurs traversing its paths, then the Bison, followed by the mapy
races of people from Asia hunting along its paths in the early Neolithio sgas.
Thess were followed by still more Bison and Antelopes, and of the Great
Cultures erected near its Base, Then followed by a whito race from the
8outh who spoke a language of trilling r's and rolling 1's. The trail
might tell of the very estly oocoupations of the Barbarie tribes, and the

final conquering of the white people of this region,
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The great mining cagps of ous day and empty ghost oitys of another
jx;u be seen along its age old gam of mystery, Of groat ocarmvens of
covered ngmur!yin.g supplies, tools, and pecple to and from the '
oooupded east,

Then later the ranchers with their steck traversed the treil omward, to
the great railroad cemters, and then returning to somtime the oyeles

~ The trail has seen blood, romance, life, death, murder, wealth, and
disester during the span of its comtimusnse, which is deathless.




T™he pase nesr Maniteu Springs

Two views of the Ute Fuss from quite some distance,
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THE HISTORY OF THE UTE PASS TRAIL
CHAPTER I

The Geographic Location and a Sketoh of.ths Ute Pass Trail,

Life began with the ooming of vegetation, this fact may be seen
by the traveling of great herds of cattle along grassy valleys.
Buffaloes, the great wild cattle of the plains end high lands, are
sinilaf to the birds that nmigrate to the south in winter, for they
gained their protect;on tfon the cold 1nvthn great mountains to the
west by migrating to the eastern plains for their winter grnztig.
These Buffaloes or Bisonm would again return to the high ,m..u. and
highlands of '3outh Park or Jalt Park as it was ou-iior kmown, to
roll in the Salt mud of this region, as well aa to gain the great
grazing areas in the susmer montha, This migration with meny decadea
.of tgavelirg on the trail made by themselves left a story ér an Open~
ing of a great Inlend Zupire, The trail follows through a eanyon, esll-
ed by Geologists, a fault, This fault is known as the Manitou Fauls,

| The Ute Pass is the only natural passage through the vast lady~
rinth of peaks and vallsys. The most prominent peak to the South is
now known as Pike's Peak, and the Ute Fass Trail is in the shadow
of this Ureat natural land mark, After roaming the plains and roll-
ing foothills for six months the Buffeloes would wind in and about
the groat sandstone rocks, where the grass was 8o tall with a rich
blue green color, This becams the holy place of the Indians, the
point where the Great Spirit of Guiche Manitou meditated and enjoyed

the cool restfulness of the surrounding sountry side. The buffaloes
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then followsd the trail from the point in the Garden of the Gode, south
of the Cateway rocks, westward, They began their migration to South
Perk at the olear sparkling springs, now known as Manitou Springs,
which eontained the beneforsscent healing quelity io negessary even
to wild enimals for long life. The Indians followsd the migration
of the buffaeloes and esteblished Q neutral zone which was about ten
miles syuare with Manitou Springs as the center, here the Utes and
other Indisns, as they entered the ncutral zone, would lay down their
weapons, piek a mulberry sprig, snd continﬁn on over the trail to wore-
ship at the buddling waters of Hanitou, The mulberry aprig dcto& as
a check for their war implemonts which he would return later to re-
cover, and continue on his jourany;

A:tgr traveling up Ruxton Avenne, over the path that has been
traveled for many centuries there may be seen the Big Indian Rock
near the Railroad treasle. The route follows in a gnnlrai direc~
tion to ths West over several seddles. A well trodden trail is |
the Ute Fass Indien Trail, and is one~quarter of a mile south of
the presenmt Ute Pass Highway. The dontimuation of this Indian path
is through the present site of Lomg's Rensh, sbandoned sinmce 1914,
and from this point the trail :ollﬁwa over into the Rurricans Canyon,
The age 0ld passage enters into the present site of the Cusack's
Ranch, where French Creek joins with Fountain Creek on their trek
to the arkansas River. The trail winds its way over the folowing
kills of the plsteau rezion of lower 3outh Park, at Cascade, into

a division uhich oocurs §fter traversing the entire length of the .
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Pass and most of the ’phtoau of South ?ark. which may be luatcd as s
flat lend surrounded by high mountain renges on the far west by the
Sawateh Range. On the east, 3outh Park is enclosed by the Mosyuito
Renge and the Rempart and Front Ranges. Through the Rampart and
Front Range the trail winds its besutiful, end ourved way, located
by Fountsin Oreek, with a continuous view of Pike's Peek.

The first use of the trail by man was in trecking game for food
and clothings The trail was them used by the whiite man in his desire
for a&v@tm. gold, and the eatablistment of a new and Letter home,
The trail was used by many extonaivcli by the "49 er" and thev59 ers”,
in their search for a route to the gold fields of California and
Colorado, and later the zold seekers used it in traveling to Faire
play and Cripple Creek in *94. Great bands of Farmers, Ranchers,
and wineﬁa pushed the 1ndisns Southwerd, os these barbaric peOpico
had formerly done to the aztes and the Toltecs of an earlier tm..
At firet ths invasion was sucoessfully Qtopped, but the progress of
peoplea are as inevitable ss time, they wait for nothinc.. Th_o Ute
Indfan finally accepted their fate, and in 1863 were placed on 'Y

reservation in the Southwestern part of Colorado, where thay remain

todny.




CHAPTER II

The oocupation of the Pikes Peak region was by a semi-namadic tribe.
The Indians of this region were: Ttes, Comanches, Kiowas, Cheyennes, Arapaw
hoes, Sioux, and other tribes as, Pwimeoes, Jicarilla Apache, who often hunted
in this regions

The first known ocoupation of the Ute Pass was by the Utes, and the
osoupation has been & rather long one, 88 the Spanish Captain Valverde has
| often ipokon of the Ut;o or Yuﬁ Inddans, to the Governor of Santa Fe during
his explorationse The approxhmate date of Captain Valverde's exploration was
in 1719.

The Ute Indians are & mountain tribe of short to medium stature ebout
76cm or 6' 9" average height. They are of rather rudy to dark camplexion,
and stmight blsek hatre The Ute Indians seem to desire to be entirely left
alone, and don's s.nbomz;ry with tho women of the tribes eonqueraa. The
Shoshone is the 1inguistio stook from which the Tte Indians are derived,
Constant warfare was oarried on ameng the Utes , &manches, and Arapahoes,

eGreat Indian battles were fought at Fortress Mountain on the present aite
of Florissant, Colorado. Here the Ute Indiens fortified themselves end
beat off the Comanches and Arapahoes oombihed in one battle for over uvon
days with great losses to the two combined tribes. '
., The Indtens from whom the Ute Fess recieved it's name are generally
chlimd to have been a rear-guard pecple of an earlier ocultured oiviligation,
probably the Nahuan or Astea peoples.

sInterview with Mrs. Dore Allen, of Florissant, July 21, 19387
Information was moived from Judge James Costella. now deceased.

-



The Ute Indians were friendly to the white people in the early history

of this vast westa'n territory, but at one time because of the miateke made

by the people of Denver in Befriending the Arapahoss of the sastern plains,

there were several murders in ‘and about the Pike's Peak region, the result

was that frieads of the enemies wers enemies of the Utes, this affeir was

easily corrected,

Migration from South Park to the Plains ocourred yearlys, The mesthod of

'transportation used was, the Indians would tie their dcmenti.caﬁed doglv'bo

poles to carry their goodss The trans;gortation was then easily mto possiblo
for the Utes to ocarry their prised possessionse. The tepee wms malle gonomlly
of olk hide and this was taken dewn and wrapped about the poles to fom a
stretoher or litter where sush goods might be carried with easc. ‘fha Indians
finally replaced the dogs with horses for mts of burden agber the caming
of the Spaniards about 1500. Trips were made to the hilleg ebout Meanitou to

The bepes wis_placed generally se that it formed an easily shifting draft to

i tent poles, whila the Ubes temporarily resided on the plains,

their fires, which were always in the center of the terit, About this fire

_ ranged the blankets of each member of the family in residencs twkbh the
elder of the olane No teat need be taken as to a youths bravery in beocoming |

one of the members of the tribe with the status of a breve, as the male child-

-tumceepteé into the tribe, and he begins his own family.

later uses of the old Trail was by the Jiocarilla Apache of the Athapascan
Stoak. Most of the Indians of the western plains and mounteins weve: ofua
widely distributed stocks The nmost famous of Chiefs of the Jioarilla Apache

lineage was Bhief of all the Utes.




Thie picturs gives a better view
the natursl fortification,



ahw Ouray was born in Taocs, Neow Mexico in 1882, his fath.r was of &
'rmguaohe Ute, and his m-ther a Jloarilla Apachee His boyheod was pasaed
anmoug the vetter olass of Mexiocans, ohioﬂy as & sheop herler, He spoke Bgond
profusely and would rather use the smm{ mo than his native torgues
When eightesn years of age he joined & band of Utes of whioh hia father was ¢F
1&40?. The tri-e was then located inthe woestorn part of Golondo. Prom the
tino until about 1860, he lived in among the wild life of the forest and

T iape Besause of his foarlessusss and eourage which he used a:inst whis:
of the Utes he was made Chief of all the Utes by the authority of mest of the
Tbes, the White River Trice ebjested, ani resulted in the Mesker ¥assacros He
He was alweys a friend o:mmummmcuwuxm

_After the Trosty of 1867 the Ules munlmwmmtoeho
United Bﬁﬁu af Americs for the Territory of Colazado, The reservations
established b this treaty were, in Wyomings in mm. in Utah, and in
Bow Uexioo, The troeaty was made and upliu the acoperation of the Indian
advisor and Chief Ouray and his Ubesy

eHowaver uncouth they my be, the mythe and logends of sarfy mations, M
a«mautarm.gtwwqwmmmw of their cha
and preserve withva ui.gnkr £1delity the very essemce of thoir dally lives,
their fears and hopss, théld sssuaption and ink.itions, It is proverhial th
songs of & Prople are stronger than their laws,aand oven their myths and
treditions embodying the sdntement upon & national peligion, are found, are
more powerful than sengs, whioh they imspire, A ballad of the people, & bit
folklore, my teach us more than whole chapters of histary, when we oan haw
anderstand history without such lights, ‘

sLegends of the Pike's Peak Region by E. Whitney and We Alsxander
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vhe most remarikable logends of the peoples north of Mexico are those of the
apest Spirit Manitou, although the loss of the aboriginal xhought might have lost
t¢s identity, which woild have bosn inexcusea-le, But the mterial that is yet
protained is onough o appeal to the !.nlgtmﬂan.- an: this mision is enovgh
o help pnrb_al:e of such eieas, that are indeod a strangs pm to present, The
question as to the sarliest inhavitants of the Pike's Peak region is a diffieult
omo to answerg but the latast Anthropologists and Culburisre belleve that & race
«momommgzmwmmmmm 1ines had onoe dwelt for
mm&»mcw. Mnmmmoutpmlomhodmlu "
territory, driving tm:wbynwc&mw.uthaytmded fattlior south,

¢ elr advance in cultml ;dvmam booane groator, hwd&' ploturesque rulns

gxeng 448 later paths, It has beea sonjecture: that $his was the lang lost wu

| meofumm.guw.mamu mmunq(«mo)xm;

an mummw mm the yace whose religion wes foumled upen orodulitys

¢ho rage full of chivalry, bus harribly goversed b & omfly priesthood, ;
Hr, Justin Winsor represints an spionion that there were two paths of

tmmigration, imto Mexleo) one o the east, and mwthom of the nmmz

these fhowed togethar into Mexioo, , :
mmwwm.eatau otnnlms sojurn in a lmd mmmommpu

whioh means "Old Red Lani” 1ooa) histerians call attention to 4ts hint of ;

Colommdos The Seven Caves of Astlam so often montioned in Mexican mvbhs night

esanily be oomootod %o the caves of Willisms Canyon, onu# of vhich might casily

Mwmtwfmumnormvws. Here in the ono cave, the bitth of

their Ged, Huitisile And even a3 lats as & year before the ocoxing of Cortss, |

a sacred embassy or holy orussde of a pisiced group of men were sent to the

spot described in their historye

Youldntt the lmmllodgo of an open path Yo the north have given proof te the

ae. of & groat treasure ho.se of the Mowbezumas lying northward, loading
spaniards,



them ¢o0 Colorade?
The important Nahuan Nation, who was taught under the tuition of Pikets

Peak and later on their southern migration were absorlied into the great Astes

Culture and race, |

The Sacred Myvths of Manitou

The lesser spirits who dwelt on the earth near the banks of thésdreat River,
‘oreated a rac: of men to besome their sm. these people were far inferior
.e-a our presents inhabitants These mon made great troubdle for their oreators,
80 they reselved to destroy mankind, th-y causedthhie great river to rise and
burst in ibs banks, These lesser spirits then each partook of a certain portdsn
of the earth, corn ets, to oreate a new world, . . |

On their way to the heavens at the gatewmy, the Great Spirit Mahitous spolos,
" Poolish childwen don't you know you oan not enter heaven carrying mortal goodsc”
So the lesser spirits immediately dropped all their possessianslq This greet mass
of goeda dropping at one time made our present Pike's Psak, As the lesser
spirits fled %o the gateways of hm, mize and corn silk foll from their
. plolieta, These gernms belns especially blesssd by the lmmortals grew instantly
and soon reashed the surface of the great floods Now on the earth thers wae ane
man and his wife who had become superior to all athm, because he fed on the
sacred sorn of the lesser spirits, Because of his gmt superiority, he and his

wife were able to stay on the top of the rising waters. Beinz & very ingenious

person, he soon feshicned & cance out of the corn stalk and floatsd sbout frem
one corn stalk to another, meeting the defferent people who had ormwlésé to the
top of the m. as the praire dog, the sguirrel, the rab it, and all the animals,
Upon landing on the great peak of the lost goods of the lesser epirits, the man
and woman died of exhaustion leaving a baby girl an' boy %o carry of the race,



The lesser spirits desiring out of ouriosity 6o see the out come,thhrew e hani.
ful of sorn to the boy and girl andithhey immediately remched thelrymturity,
The two people then hecame $ired ~f their limited aﬁrrouminga, besides their
oarn supply was growing slack, desired to see mors of the land, The lesaor spirts
then semt & dregom to drik of ths water of the flool. The dragon drank and
drank, and the water began to deorease,awhile the dragon beganto swell, his size
becane emmonsee The spirits fearing that the water would be drained framthe
whole earth, tuned the dragonis stome, the result being seen in Cheyeorne Hontain
and St, Petors Doms,

The two peopls were them afraid $o olimb down fram such great heights, the
decision was that they shauld slide down the mountain in théir cance; This
explains he valleys of the Colorado Gpings aud Mniteu rogiom, the afs being
 af anbtou vhild the bow is b Oclerado Springs. The two had inevensed ihetr ooy
uow several fold, found in the valley such bemuty and spladder us had nover before
Bean realised. Tt had howsver beocms insreastdgly hard for theas new peoy ‘
get sleng, so thr« of tite spirits returned ¢o live among the '. g
built magnificent teaples) which may be ocwnscted with the Carden of the Gods,
Glog Eris, and Blaly Athol. Thess spirits taught these ptoplu.;w and
religion, maidng tools and hunbing, and Agrioultures It was the spirit of Religion
and Government who taught these people to worship a disty, hiheinu of Man 1tou
who dwelt in the hemven of heavens, and who's manifestations was the sun, The
worship of the sun was the most widely opread gera in doth the new snd the ald
worlds religion, As the shildven of the earth became restless of their sasy l4fe

waxted the priests and Pﬂmutopmy éarm the groat sun whose hoat caused
the people much insamfort and listlessnsss, Thay graduslly saw the sun moving
soutivard, which resultsd in the first winter, Dut was replaced by_a. beautiful
moon of it's difforent eclered brightness to pale hues. After a long cold



winter, the people again desired to worship the Great Spirits ﬁaniros'c.uona, the
Sun, This time they had the lesser spirits 6o ask Manitou to return the sun to
ite former position, and 1t would be worshiped daily or even hourly if noed bee
This is the explanation for the two opposite sessaons, of winter and surmer,

The expldnations of the Monuement Park, whose rooks are of such a different for—
mation than that of the Oarden of the Gods, is as followsp & grﬁat band of
glants and monsters cans to wips out the people called humanz, The great spirit
Maditou interfored for thelast tims, and turnsd these oreatures to stone,

Manitou turned his face to the South and hAs back upon the blesded peoples,
who thon realized that they must forsake their homes, was th- only imterpretmtion
of these cmsns. Thus they began their lang migratious to Mexico, vhere they might

sgain enjoy the favor of the great Manitou.
With the departure of the people fram thelr hame and craddlq_ of thoir history,

the Nahuan peoples had their affect off the tribes of the Momtesumm,. Another of
the more famous legends of the Pike's Pesk ansient history is that written by
Warren E; Bayer called the Vanighing Trails of Romenge, published in 1983,

‘The Tegends tells of theleader Little Bull, who trailed the Prinsess-in~-the
g8un, The Princess upon reaching lthe gite of Cheyemns Canyon, suddenly was carried
gway with the thought that she must go dwell in the house of the Great Spirit,
who by the traiitiomal self eacrifice of the A‘gte& would he received, Her people
were drawn on the opposite bank ready to do battle with these barbarous Utes,
guddenly saw this lovely oresbture jump inkto the orystal oleas of the wateffall,
and discappears The superstibion was easily oxphlndd. that the waterfall of
the Cheygnne Canyen ae the Princossts flowing tresees turned orystaline eolor

by the moon which shome that night,



Thess are lvogudl and there true comection or sotual facts are unknowne
They have generally been told from father to ohild, for countdess of generatioms,
the amount of sonjecture and facts can hardly be separuted. ‘

Factual Material

oThe Ute Nation consists of sevea Yribes, these tribes are first divided 1nt¢
two olassifioations, those of the Coloradoe Nations and those of th« Utah Natiom.
These bands consist of the White River or the Nevavas Utes, the Uncoupah:re Utes,

d the Ignaoios Band or the South Utes, then the Now Mexico Utes or the Nowmches,

the Tabewaches, the Wemiwaches, the Utes west of the White River or the Ulntah
Utes of Utahe

The Indians of these tribes are subdivided as to the age of the tribe eto.,
Chief Ouray was solected by part of the band as the shief and the Utah, Ignacics
band objected to the selestime

The people of Colorade has stood for many outreges beoguse of the great
nubors of the Indians in comparisen o the Whites. The Chief Ouray was always
o friemd of the whitos and did his best to prevent any outragess During the
time of the Meeker Masssore, in which the Utes helped to run down these slayers,
also at tho time wm.n Governcr Brans wus traveling through Bhe eountry, Chief
Ouray heard of a tribo of Indisns at war, and sent a group of Indian: to gusrd
him and his parfy while he was traveling dn dangerous territory,

¢The History of the Ute Natious, Artlcle from the Deloros Hews of Riee

County, Coloe, Sat. Moy 18, 1880, Vols I Koy 36



The Ute Fass Trall as n'm in
the distance, on the flats of the Bayou
galade, orossing in front of the Petrified
orest.



Chapter III

The coming of the white man might be carried back to the expedition of
Cortes, some 800 miles east of Colorado Springs. The territory being named
by Cortes because of the march through forests during fall weather.

‘¢The first aoctual expedition weitten soncerning the regién or marks that
may point to the region are thos: of Captain Valverde, in search of Pike and
his party, as well as to see that the Indimns of this regiom remain true to
Spaine Don Jan de Malgares also went into the Pike's Pesk re;ion to see if
the Vaurauding Utes of the South Park regien might be puished.

¢*These were followed bd the Pike expedition, who left Saint louis ot
jugust of 1808 to Narch 3, 1807, at the time when the United States bought
the louisisus Purchase in 1803 from Napoleon Bonaparte., The Lewis snd Clark
expedition was the £irst sent to define the voundariss of this vast countrye
This then was followed by umm Piles who was 26 years 0ld according to

Mr. Goues, the historian, ho stated that Pike was an Astpenomer, Surveyor,
Commanding Officer, Clerk, Spy, Ouide and Huntere Pike's suscess led to his
being appointqd by Genersl Wilkinson on an undertaking of greater importance
and difficultys The purpose of thetwo upeution was %o mo{ hhe prisoners
of the Osage -ll-.tio#. ostab;ltsh peaoo’bman the Usage aid Kanses Indians,
Also to sstablish abbetter relsbion with the Comanches and the YaeI<Tans,
"also to acquire & knowlegge of the Southwest boundaries along the Arkansas
River,
#The Spanish Expeditions to Colorado, George Irving Howbert,

Manusoript form, atCColcrade College
s*The Arkansew Joumnal by Zebulon Pilee published by S, Hart

and Aroher Hulbert, found at the Colos Sprin. s Public Library

o R N e



'
Kit Cakson traveled the trail many times, and 1t has boen said that one
ocoassion, he and his two omapanim; a8 they made & sherp turn oa the trail, they
abruptly met, face to face, four Indians armed and peainted :‘or war, bﬁo trappers

hesitated not an imstant, bub charged after the fleeing Iadisns, They found

themselves decoyed into a trap set Yy some 60 redskins, Kit Carson and his
party continued headlong through the band of Indians, receifing at some 20 paces
a volley of bullets and arrowss They actually burst through this half oircle,
and the sstonished Indians did not pursue theme. These three nen sald they escaped
losing their scalps by only & shave, . 4

Mry Galbrath in hu £i0ld ‘Hm'm an the olesing of the Ute Masa in 1832,
We Peo Ay projoct 8, mentions that Major Stephen He Long in 1820, the founder
of Manitou Springs emtered the Ute Pase with Dre James, a bomtanists, and they
climbed to the sumuit of m.-. Peak, naming i Long's P.ak, but because of the
Governmentsl maps already showing thet the Peak had already been mamed, the
lajor had to retract his nams from his mapse |

In 1870 the Ute Faas Trail was sade ewen wider because of the mining boems
of Leadville, great messes of gold from these wild, roaring mining osmps

traveled over this path.
oIt is said thst in 1373 & stage coach with 4 horses and 40,000 dollars in

g0ld bullien, passengers and guard entored the Ute més near Woodlaund Park, and
was never sesn azaine Such stories whether factusl or immaginary add lust and

mystery to this ocanyon treil of such great agﬁ

*From an Interview with Mrs, Hughe Do Harper of Colorado Springs, on
M 20. 1”7.
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Zebulon Pike mchod tha muymo Mountain near the Ute Pass 'L'rd.l.. and
a woll known statement of Pike's was, " No man will ever mount those mighty h
neights." Had Zebulon Plke traveled Hortlnlu'd about & mile he would have reached
the euntrance to the Great Ute Pass Trail, and them b y traveling this trail, he

might have reached the place, where ths Peak could have been easily surmounted to

its very swmite |

elieutensnt Ruxton who travelled thpuughout the west for his health, cams up
the Banta Fe Trail to Pike's Peak, asd then followed the Ute Pass trail, which
Pike had missed, to the famous Bayou W_o or Salt Pé.rk or later the South Park,
fuxton in his book tm:u of his trav-hl up the trail, of it's beauty, and the
‘Indiens who passed ofer vy trail to and frem the rerioms of the salte

Then oame tie daye of the sturdy slward Prad.rc lchoonou, these wagons wu:h
their oml.l tops, & people of true piannring spirit \d.th lmboring oxen, travele
ing constantly westward, always in search of aanet)‘;n_; .puoo mu paoploa
wore £ollowed by the Miners of husky build, long beards, pick and shovel,
looking always for golde mau osxe into the Ute Pass in 1869, It was because
of these poople that the Indians of this region wers foroed into the Treaties ‘
of 1887 by the United States, to place them on a reservation, The first gold
was found ‘n Leadville, Fairplay districts, slso the Idaho Springs region.

e4From Augusta Tabor's Diary, she tells of leaving Golorado City, March 1,
1869, and traveling to California Guleh by using the Ute Pass Traile She also
specks of the hardships of the early deys, their traveling on a wagon that was
rickity and it carrﬁd all heir earthly poapeaaim. Of Tabor's Postmashers
job, and there constant moving from one abandoned aity %o another, oarryi.ng
vast quantities of Gold to the nearby cities to be shipped to the mint in Denvere
How they come to £ind silver, was purely & mistake a8 their object was (old.

sThe Wild Life of the Rooky HMountains by Ruxton
seHere They Dug Gold by Ge Fe Willison (pages 130-160)



Mr. Je¢ To Schlessingsr, the private secretary to Gereral William Palmer,
who wae camped in the canyon ﬁs found d-ad with e woman's glove on his stalled,
oold chest, and a bullet threugh his head, but no ome had padded near or about
the capp of the General,

Mrs, Kearnsy in 1888 was. found murdered in hor 1little home up the trail.
There on the table set & meal ready to be eaten, with places set for thres,
and the door was locked on the inside., Her son was found in the barn dcad and st
stuffed in & barrel. The authensieity of this story is unknown, axcept that
George Howard speaks of the Ksarney's Homs in his letters to Manley Urmas of the
Colorade College Library, Gsorge Howard béing from Oreen Mountain Falls.

The Ute Pass Trail was the first road to the placer mines in douth Park f
following their discovery in August of 1888, and because of the growing
interesst in the gold, the traffic inoreased yearly. In 188§, the Ute Pass
wagon road was oompleted at a cost of some 3&,000,- sonstrusted by Ee Te
Colton, who died a b&nkrupb begause the oity of Coloredo Springs did not
take over the debts contracted for the bullding of this road,

Mr, He He Stephens tells in an Interview of July 18,1987, of eoming to
Colorado in 1871, when Colorado Springswas not even in existence. It was
his nephew who later ocacame the Governor of this state, Governor Sweete. Mr.
Stephens bought & ranch in the South Park region, and traveled many times over
the traile He established a good ranch up the trail, which he later sold for
s good prafit. |

The health giving olimate and the wonderful water of Manitou caused the
'heali;h seakers of the world to oome to the reglon ebout Piks's Peake The
" beauty and grandeur of the mountaims enticed the tourist to travel about

the peaks. Thus the trail abain ocame into practiocal usee. The importameeof the



reater use than ever before, for the part it now played

the trail becamse of g
ed in health properties, by gotting

was to give to the people the help they nesd

from the darkened offices and dinghy streets to clear, pure air and sunshine.



Chapter IV

The location of the Ute Pass Trail toedsy is one that should never Be
- forgotten, historiscally, nor physiographicallye Its use towday should be
on more of a pleasure hessis, rether than amaethod of gaining wealth by any
trade or commerdde Its natursal beauty of tall green grass, trees that remain
unharmed by human handse
The use of the Ute Pasa Trail has been for so mny oountless of generations,
that it surpasses in greatness, that of the Santa Fe Trail, the Oregon Trail, and
eventhe grea.er trails than these two, bevause it saved & divided people, khe
Americans of the east and those of the Paoifice SIt has beun said that this trail
was traveled by Indians, generations before white man came into those Amerhoas,
even before their migration into Burope. It's importance to the white man was
realized aftor the soming of the miners, as is seen in the Histories of Colorade
as a state aud as a territory. Jhe Trail had had it's effect upon the loeal
history of Coiondo 8prings and ColoradéoClity and Manitou, of Crippls Creek
‘and Leadville as well as Fairplay, and other oitys, whish have been the heart of
the vut.. The gold found in these eitfes, sontinued commerce and travel to these
great Gold Camps of the far West, iad it not been for the Ute Fass, the route
to these oities would have baen leng, and hasardous, as well as full of dangers. |
The Ute Pass Trall is nade on, not the desire of settlement inthe far
north west, nor on the Cammerce to the Sout-hint. it was nade with the desire
" 4o live., The Buffalosa in their desire for salt, man in his desire for gold,
meat and eatible vezstations, The trail offered live and protestion to ths
I.ndi\.sns of the past years, Thase things the Ute Fmes Trail has acoomplished
and ite possitions in history should remafn at the top in historiecel impertance.
#The Indians of the Pike's Pegk Region by George Irving Howbert



The marcl ¢ of the trail was made in August of 1912, Mucksling (harlie, a
well knosm Indian ehief of the Utes who performed the duties in the marking
‘of this %mx. FuckskingCharlie was a friend of Mr. Horaco Fuley, who has
pade such & through study of the Indians thr uchout the west. Kr. Poley is
& resident of Colorede Sprigg. and was inberviewsd June 17, 1937.

General Adams, ¥re De No Heiser, Colonel 4 Nichols, Ueorye Irving Howhert
and Horace Poloy with Duckskin Ciarlie and his band of 100 Indians treveled over
tho trail markia; the route with 80, 12" by 34" marble markers with the Mtors
Us Pe Te out iktbibtho ¥ardble. it ¥anitou Sprigas, ﬁu Bl Pago County Ploneers
Assoc laticn held a celoisation, Mri. daude HoFerran Price presided ofer the
calebration and the bronse plute on the rook appesite the Math House wes dedionted
to the Uto Pass Prail, It wns here that the Indiana under Buckeldn Charlie held
several dances snd Bucksiin geave the Desth Chant, fer .the parzanent evacuetion of
the ke Tribese

The Ute Pass 7rail can always be used for a plansant hile or as & osay
horse back ridee Ith besuty is whsurpessed, it is looated sotat Pike's
Peak is alwaye in views The recommdations for the developemant of this trail
are that -mrker,e should ve placed at the large Indlan rock ox Buxton AM.
Manitou 8prings, nsar the Rallread m‘u&sl.e. pnother marker should be place se the
trail enters the Ue S, Hirlemy Noe 84, &t the Cussacks Home whers thé twe erecks,
French Creok and the Fountaine qui Bouille run together. 7his seacrd marker
should state that the treil continues over the LSaweche Hange into the White Rlver
Country in Utahe The third marker should be placed cn the trail between Manitou
and Hurricane Canyon, st the point to the east of Leng's ranch, showing the point
whers the weapons were ohecked before entering the neutral territory of the Grest

Spirit Manitoue
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