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THE MOTHER LODE COUNTRY, CALIFCRNIA:
A RECCNRAISSANCE OF PRESERVATION NEEDS
1., INTRODUCTION

a, Authorization. In connecticn with the curreat effort to identify
suggested areas that would be desirable to round ocuv the National Park
System by 1972, the Division of National Park System Plan and Natural
landmarks Surveys requested the assistance of the Western Regional Office
in meking "a preliminary reconnaissance of the scope of the Natiomal
Park Service's involvement in the preservation and interpretation of the
mining story in the California Mother Lode country." By a memorandum of
August 9, 1966, Mr. Chester C, Brown, Chief, Division of National Park
System Plan and Natural landmarks Surveys, approved the Regional Office
suggestions for participating in the survey and suthorized reimbursement
of expenses,

b. Purpose. The discovery of gold in California in 1648 and the
great rush to the California mining districts that followed were events
of major significance in the development of the Unlted States, This
vhase of the country's history is not adequately represented in the
National Park Systenm,

The purpose of this study is to identify historic properties related
to the gold rush story that may be considered for possible addition to the
Rational Park System; to identify other waye and means by which the
Nationsl Park Service may contribute to the preservation of the major
gites and scenes required to adequately commemorate and illustrate the
gold rush; and to suggest possible methods by which the National Park
Service, in cooperation with the State of California and other agencies,
can assist in interpreting the mining story in a unified and meaningful
manner,

The suggestions made in this report are preliminary. They may be
reassessed during more comprehensive studies at a later date to determine
fully their suitability aand feasibility.

c. Survey personnel and procedure, This study was conducted by
Dr. John A, Hussey, Regional Historian, Western Region, National Park
Service. A—field reconnaissance along the entire length of State
Highway 49 - a distance of about 334 miles - and alomg mmerous Mother
Iode Country side roads during the periods October 25 - October 31 and
November 3 - November 4, 1966, formed the core of the study, This field
work was supplemented by library research, by consultation with State
agency officials, and by a personal acquaintence with the Gold Country
extending back for at least forty years,




otate agency personnel comsulted (in addition to several park
supervisors and rangers) were:

l. Division of Beaches and Parks
John H, Michael, Supervisor of Interpret.;i.ve Services
H, Lee Warren, landscape Architect, Reservoir Develomuent Planning
Richard L. Humphrey, Regional Supervisor of Development
Allen W, Welts, State Park Historian
2, Departuent of Public Works

Harry D, Freeman, Deputy Director and Chairman, Interdepartmental
Coumittee on Scenic Highways (consulted by correspondence),

d., Definition of area studied, The auriferocus rocks and soils of
the western Sierra Nevada slope occur in & broad belt extending from
about the Fresno River on the south (with some out-croppings still
farther south in Kern County) to beyond Quincy, in Plumas County, to
the north. In this great gold-bearing region James Marshall made his-
epoch-meking discovery in 1848, Here were located the bulk of the great
rlacer fields which drew men to California by the hundreds of thousands.
Here were the richest of the quartz mines which were the schools for the
Pioneer miners of all the West and which sustained production after
the placers were exhausted or shut down, Here was the true heart of
the California gold rush. Known to geologists as the "Sierran Gold
Belt, " and sometimes called the 'Mother lode Mining Belt," this area
is the subject of this study. It is the Gold Rush Country, It is
the Mother lode Country,

It should be noted, however, that there is not universal agree-
ment as to what area should be encompassed by the term "the Mother
lode" or "the Mother lode Country." Strictly speaking, the Mother
Ilode is a narrow belt of golde-bearing gquartz veins extending for about
120 miles through the Sierra Nevada foothills from Mariposa on the south
to Georgetown on the north, Hence some writers have taken great pains
to distinguish the Mother lode mining region associated with this
restricted series of veins from the "Northern Mines" which lie, partly
at least, north of the main lode,

But this attempt to separate the Northern Mines fram the Mother
Icde seems only to add more confusion to an already unsatisfactory
situation., Very early in the gold rush the terms "Northern Mines"
and "Southera Mines” were used to designate the dlggings supplied,
- respectively, from Sacramento and Stockton, Parts of the Mother iode
vein system were in each of these districts, And the term "Northern -
Mines" was expanded very soon to include diggings opened in the Shasta-
Trinity-Klemath regions which were entirely disconnected from the Sierra
wining belt.



Thus the attempt to apply the name “Northern Mines" to the section
of the Sierran Gold Belt north of the Mother Lode proper runs afoul an
earlier and firmly entrenched nomenclature which applies to something
else, It seems preferable to follow present-day popular usage and the
terminology adopted by the Golden Chain Council of county chambers of
commerce along the gold belt by describing all the western Sierru mining

region by the name of its best-known section, calling it the 'Mother
Lode Country. "



II, SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The California gold rush was an event of outstanding historical
significance for the Nation and the world, The physical resources for
the effective commemoration and illustration of that evenl still exist
but, except for a few key sites preserved by the State of California
and a scattering of others maintained by local govermments and private
individuals, they are rapidly disappearing or are threatened by pressures
often beyond the control of their owners, And the broad historic and
natural scenes so vital to a proper understanding of the individual
sites are peing altered on a vast scale by a variety of development
mrojects,

Existing and presently proposed preservation measures in the Mother
Lode Country apparently will be iradequate to achieve the required degree
of conservaiiocn, Overall regional planndng, cooperative participation
at all levels of government, and the expenditure of large suns of moncy
will be necessary to accoaplish the huge effort which alone will result
in saving enough sites and a sufficient sample of the historic landscarpe
to convey an adequate visualization of the gold rush,

Under existing leglislation the Federal Goverument will be involved
firancially and otherwise in the preservation of historical values in
the Mother Lode Country, But in addition to funds, the great need is -~
for tecnnical assistance and troad vislon in preparing au overall preser-
vation plan and for administrative assistance in carrying such & plan
into execution.

The National Park Service could greatly advence the cause by providing
the needed plamning assistance to a state or regional peservation agency
or authority, The active participation of the Serwvice in administexring
Mother ILode sites probably also would be required vo make & large regionzal
weoject or plen financially practicable, This participation would be
most effective through the establishment of a National Farkway running
the length of the Sierran Gold Belt, bub costs and other considerations
cast serious doubts upon the feasibility of such an undertaking, A Nez
Perce-type National Historical Park seems to offer a more practicable
solution although it would be far less effective than a parkway.

The possibilities for both the National Parkway and the Nez Perce-
type Park should be studied in detail with a view to deterwining specific
site and route opportunities, probable costs, and the degree of state
and local participation that might bve anticipated, DBut action must be
prompt, or the possibilities for an effective program will have vanished
forever,



iTI, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH

James W. Marshall's discovery of golé at Coleume in Celifornia cn
Jenuary 24, 1848, inspired the first great international gold rush in
the history of North America. There had been earlier rushes, like that
to Zacatecas during the sixteenth century and that to the southern
Appalachians earlier in the nineteenth century; but the headlong
migration into Califormia between 1848 and about 1858 far overshadowed
all its predecessors ~= and all its successors, It changed the face
of the American West and infliuenced life in meny distant parts of the
glove, It was an event of major significance in the develomuent of the
United States,

When Marshall picked up his first nugget there were only sbout
14,000 Buropeans in California, and they were virtually isolated
from the Atlantic sesboard, Two years later there were nearly 100,000
residents, and Califernia was adeitted to the Union as a full-fledged
state without having passed formally through territorial status. 3By 1852
there were about a quarter of a million people in California, and the
region was linked to the rest of the nation by steamship lines, a host
of sailing ships, and by several narrcw corridors of overland travel and
settlement, The Pacific Coast had been firmmly linked by population,
sentiment, and communications to the Unlon, a condition which might
have taken years to accomplish had it not been {or the gold mania,

From California eager prospectors swarmed out to new wineral
fields in Australia, British Colwubia, Nevada, Colorado, Idaho, Arizona,
and other parts of the world and, perticularly, the Far West, As one
keen observer has said, the California rush "se¢t the basic pattern for
the miner's frontier'" everywhere in the West,w In the words of another
authority, "the foothills of the Sierra Nevada was in fact a basilc
school in which the Far West studled the fundamentals of a new profession,"g/

The lessons learned in California enabled the miners to overcome
difficulties encountered in extracting ores elsewhere in the West, thus
encouraging the earlier setilement of large sections of the open couniry
between the Missouri frontier and the Pacific Ceast., With the mines to
provide markets, farmers and merchants trailed along into the wilderness,
establishing a more permanent basis for settlement, Freightling and stage
lines, river boats, and pack trains multiplied; and in 1869 a transcontinental
railroad was completed, all the resulis of demands created by this rising

1/Archibald Hauna in the Foreword to The California Gold Rush, by
‘ Ralpx)x K., Andrist (New York: American Heritage Publishing Co., Inc.,
1561), 8.

2/Rodman W, Paul, Mining Frontiers of the Far West, 1848-1880 (New
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1963), 5T.




tide of economic activity. The rapid expansion of the mining frontiex
bought disaster to the western Indians, however, for the miners in their
mad scramble paid scant attention to native rights, even when they were
guaranteed by treaty.

e huge outpouring of gold from the California mines -- 1852 with
an estimated production of $81,294,T7C0 was the top year ~- increased the
money supply over much of the world, but due to a raplidly growing population
and other causes the inflation was relatively nild, Another effect of
California gold was to place capital in Western hands and thus lessen
the usuzl frontier dependence upon the East and Zurope to finance
development,

Since there were no legal mrecedents for settling msny typzs of
disputes which arose in the California gold fields, the miners devised
thelr own mining law, much of which was adopted throughout the West,

The miners also had no precedent for the Sierra land and climate in which
they found themselves, for the hard work, camaraderie, crime, and excesses
of the mining camps, Vastly lmpressed by the “elerhant,"” a nunber of them
described what they saw for publicatilon, thus enriching American literature
and adding a few "classics" to the Nation's heritage, Truly has it been
said that gold was the cornerstone of Western development,

The naticnal significance of the Califernia gold rush has been
given official recogniticon by the United States Covermment, After a
systematic study of the entire Western mining frontier, the following
sites associated with the Sierran Gold Belt excitement have been declared
by the Secretary of the Interior to be eligible for the Registry of
National Historic Ilandmarks: Colowe, Columbia, 0ld Sacramento Historic
Distriet, San Francisce 014 Mint, and Sutter's Fort,



IV, ASPECTS OF THE GOLD RUSH MERITING CCIRMEMORATION

In the breoad view the California gold rush was & relatively simpie
movement, In essence it consisted of a sudden discovery followed by &
vast influx of wminers who soon defined the extent of the gold region;
the develozment of mnew mining techniques, lezal mzehinery, and social,
economic, political, and cultural expedients to meet the demsnds of the
gold camps; the exportation of these developzents end of the “rush”
psychology to other parts of-the West and the more distant world;
the econcmic and political influence of Celifornia gold and incrcased
populetion; and the gradusl decline of gold minirng, FBut when cimmined
in detail, it proves to be rather complex, with numercus subthcmes
which must be considered if the whole is to be undersitood.

Although geologists, historians, and other scnolars have quite
adequately treated most aspects of the gold rush, popalar interest has
largely ween focused upon three principal toples: the discovery of gold,
migration by land and sea to the mines, and 1life in the gold fields, By
far the greater part of the literature on the California gold excitement
is concentrated uron these subjects, Existing preservation mrojects,
msewa exinibits, and comuemorative plagues reflect the same emphasis,
although to & lesser degree,

In planning any systen of sites or interpretive nediz to illustrate
the broad story end significance of the Californla gold rush, it will
be at once reccgnized that this popular interest, somewhat unevenly
focused though it may be, has been and continues to be of immense value
in preserving and coxmenmorating a most important aspect of national
and world history., 3But 1t will alsc be recogulzed that there are
additional topics, of no smaller intrinsic interest, which should be
illustrated and commemorated if the whole picture is to be presented,

Apong those additional subjects that require adequate presentation
by site mreservation and other means are the following:

a, The geologic sebting., The geologic history of the S8ierran Gold
Balt was the pasic fachor in the exbternt and develomment of California
Mother Lode Country Mlning, Mining methods changed in response to the
different types of gold-bearing formations encountered -- and exhsusted,

b. The geographic settling, Much of the character—of the California
gold rush resulted from the land in which it cccwrred =- isolated, hot and
dry in swmer and cold and wet in winter, abundantly watered in the north
and less favored in the south, and beautiful in a way that grew on the
wealth-mad gold seekers and held many of them long after hope of riches
had vanished.




¢, Types of mining,

i. Simple pilzcer mwining maithods. The first tynpe of mining
enployed in California was for fthe 'free’ or "pluscer” gold Tfound in
stream deposits, gravels of old river beds, and other places where the
metal eroded Tram quartz veins had been deyosited, The gold pan, cradle,
and long tom introduced by winers from Georgia and Mexdco were soon
supplemented by such California innovations zs the siuice box. Chaftus
and adits were driven into ancient river channels, 2 method known as
drift mining. The damging and diverting of rivers to permit the
excraction of the gold lodged in their beds was ancther earlier varient
of placer mining,

2, Hydraulic mining, The ides of employing water under great
messure bo work plzcer depvosits was originated in Hevada County in
in 1852 end 1853. It hes been hermed "one of Californials greatest
contributions to nining,” and hes been introduced into many parts of
the earth,

3 Dredging, Although atienpts to dredge gold frau stream
beds began early in the mining rush, the first successful operavion
was bezun at Oroville in 1898, As the dredzes became—larger and more
efficient, they appeared on most of California's gold-bearing rivers,
and they have been responsible Tor a vast ocubtput of gold,

) L, Quartz miningz, Cold-bearing quartz veins were first

worxed in 1849; arrastres ard staunp miils, both introduced from other
mizing areas in the world, were svon ai work crushing the extracted ore,
However {the sinking of deep shafts was not extensive until improved
technigues developed by experienced Californians in the Comstock Lode
of Nevada were brought into the State, The early stemp mills were so
greatly immroved in the Sierwanm mines that they were known as "California
stamp wmills,” They were used throughout the world, and as late as 1911
one authoritetive reference work mistakenly attributed the invention of
the stamp mill to Califernia,

4., FPuoasges of mini life,
ng

<o Transportation and supnly

2, Mining camp architecture

3. Drema, art, literature

k, 'Foreign" longusge and ethnic proups

5. Mining law, crime, justice, public safety

e, Effects of the Californie gold rush,

1., Disaster for the California Indians
2, Ikxpansion of mining in the West and elsevhere in the world




3. Eomransicoun of agriculture, cormerce, transvorietion, and
settlement in the WVest.

L, ZFEconcmic effects in the West, the nation, and the world
wha¥,

(ineluding the establistment of Thre2 new minte in the West).

5. Influence of technnlosical advonces in mining umon
industry in geasral (for instence, the effects of the Felion water
witeel upon the development of hydroelectric powery the effects of the~
mining flvme eysteas upon the sublic ubility business and the develop=
ment of long distence telephone lines; and the disasters brought to
valley sgriculture and river transportaition by hydraulice wining, )




V., EXISTING PHYSICAL RESCURCES FOR COMMEMORATING AVD ILLUSTRATING THE
GOLD RUSH STORY

Thirty years ago -- in most places only twenly years azp -~ tha
Mother lode Country lay laregely as it was whex the tide of miners receded
during the 1860's, '70%s, '80%'s, and '90's == Ghe decline was uncven as
the placers were exhausﬁed in difrferent localitlies, as most of the -
hydraulic operations closed dowa in the 1880's, and as qusrtz mines
flourished, declined; and were revived, Many old mining camps, though
rartly Geserted, were held together by longetime residents vho refused
to wove, Though on a reduced scale, gold mining continued as a way of
life wntil World War IX; and at the close of hostilitles a mupber of the
quartz mines, anG even & few hydreullc operatioms, were revived for about
a decade, xarmﬁr" vho had supplied the miners with vegetables and fruit
continued to work their plcturesque plots long after their mejor mnrkess
had evapcrated,

Thece and other foctors tended Yo keep the gold rush alive zlong
the lenglh of the Mother Lode Couniry as something more than a dimly
rencubered legerd, And asgisting to preserve the setiing was a slewing
of the forces of chanzge. The 1930%'s were a pericd of reduced econcnic
acvivity, Although many uncaployved flocked to the Sierra foothllls to
ran gold for food, these persens did not bulld supermarkets or lay out
subdivisions, The Sierra Nevada had not yet become popular for mass
winter and summer recreation, and the light auwtomobile and truck traflic

. had not yet created a demand for vastly Improved highweys, The stage
roads of the gold rush, sometimes vaved and slightly realigned, still
neandered over the grassy, oakestudded foothills on which the scars
made by the indefatigable gold hunters were yet fresh, If Mark Twain
could have been dropped down into Tuolumne County in 1936 he would have
recognized the place instantly.

With the end of World Wer IT this situstion chenged rapidly. Althouzh
the Mother Lode Couniry has been by-passed by the great waves of irmlgrants
wno have swept into California during tre last two decades, 1t nevertheless
has received & significant influx both of newccuers and of older residents
of the State who are seeking relief from the more crowded areas, Many
of the larger gold towns are now expanding, and housing develomments are
springing up even in rural areas along Highway 49 and other roads.

Perhaps more important than the specific rise in Mother Lode population
have been the economic effects of the vast growth elsewhere in California,
Tals burgeoning developrent has created an imperative demand for the
resources of the Sierran Gold Belt ~- its timber, its lime, its marble,
its sand and gravel, its scenery, ite antiquities end "antiques,” and,
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rerhaps most of all, its water, These dewmeénds in tweniy years have
changed the face of the land,

As these new industries, or old industries intensifled, brought
renewed activity to The Mother Iode, the larger gold rush towas such as
Grass Valley, Auburn, Juckson, and Sonora expanded and fell 1t necessary
to modernize, Old stores and hotels dedting from mining days recelved
new fronts; scme old bulldings were depolished and replaced by siructures
such as service stations vWhich were not part of the gold rush scene,

Such features as used car lots, automeoblle junmk yards, and lorge neon
signs blossomed on nesrly every main street and apmroach rosd, I
pajordly of tie large new bulldings, such &g county courthouses, post
offices, and retail stores, have been designed in today's styles.

The result has boen to dastroy almost completely the effectiveness
of the larcer touns as potential historical resouwrces for illusirating
the gold rusk story. 4t is true That a remarkably large number of fine
old mining-dzys structures are mresorved and wroudly maintainred in these
towas; and they are eagerly sought oul by towrists and historians., Dut
gencrally ohese bulldings are g0 surrounded and isolated by moderrdzed or
new structures that the total, overall picture of & gold mining town has
been obscurad.. In several of these towns, such as Hevada City and
Maripesa, there remains, however, the practicable possibility that
certein strezts or districts counla be restored.

The growth of industry in and nezr the Sierran Gold Belt as well as
the vhencunenal develowuent of recreation in the higher mountains to
the castwerd has created a dorend for wider, straighter, and faster
roads, Highway 49 which traverses nearly the entire length of the Mother
Iode Country and the principal trans-Sierra roads which cross it from
ecast to west have been much improved, o much so that the very characier
of the region they traverse has bheen aliered lz many places, Frecways
now cut through or pess directly by Nevada City, Auburn, aund Placerville,
Expressways lead to the outskirts of such old mining towns &s Mariposa,
Coultervillie, and Sonora, ILorg stretches of the old, meandering
Highway 49 have been replaced by high speed roads which plough directly
through the countryside by cuts and filis and which effectively inbibit
any evocation of the past by those driving upon them.

Additional devastetion to the historic scene has been wrought by
reservolirs, and mwojects now authorized ond contewplated will further
obliterate physical rexinders of the pgold era, Unfortunately, the river
channels ard valleys which are co atitractive as reservoir lecations were
also freguentiy the scenes of the greatést mining scetivity, Remsios
.and sites of boom towns, of ferries, early bridges, and stamp mills have
alrzady been flooded or are scheduled for lnundation in the near future.
The enlarged Exchequer Dam impoundrzent on the Merced River will cover
the site of Eagby and the foundaticns of Zcnton Mills, the historically
important pioneer stemp mill erected by Joan Charles Frewont on the
Mariposa Estate, On the Tuoluwmne River, the next large stream to the
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nortk, the Nov Don Puiro Reservolr willli drowm Jack
of Weods Creck, and aboub five miles ol Highway <9, The Melcones Rescrvolr
on the Stemislzus Rlver clready hos mede a leke under the Higwmy 49 bridge
at Melones, and the enlarged reservoir will flgod the old miming camp
itsely, Forther morda, the dallivillie Rescrvolir will cover miles of one

of the rost atiractive ond hisvoric scetions of iigavey 49, whilie on the
American River vhe Avburn Dom will deovn oub long cireiches of the Mlddle
and North Fourks, Uhe dmmnge done to the historic scene by theze ressrvolrs
is more serdicus than the number of sfutre nmiles Tlooded s ’

- -, =)

(J
glence indicate, siuce the axrtificial lzkes, cool cnd greg
[2)

gonville, a good portion
™

Thore vere rocky caayens and grossy hdlils, give a comple
Jupresclon of the origimsl laadscane,
ping racid chznge bo the Mother Lode Cowatyry -
& 3 of the ocren by anticue collecteors, oid boltile
hunters, treasure seekers, exploitors of hisloric sites, and plal
vandelis., Many old stone and bwilek structuves which ware in rans
gocd conddbion, theugh descried, twenty yiars ago, nove beca Tat
to pleces by pursons desiving the bullding maverials, woodwork, or other
strustural. elegzents, VYendels have knocked heles dn walls and othorwi
defaced fine old buildings through mere maliciousness or in a seorch for
sg=called "hidden treasure" of gold dust, or old coins, Other structures
have bean cammibulized by collectors or by the creators of artificial

"ghort towas” or "plonesyr villages," Many fine old gold rush homes and
stores have bgen defeced by the addition of faney triwm, glaring cigus,

r even dumrlies suspanded Trom hangzen's ropes, all because thelr crucrs
felt that the original structures were not sufficicntly "authentic” or
eye=catehing, Although there ore nany exsuples of excellent restorations
alorng the Mother Ilode, the region has suffered alwost as much from its
friends as from the thoughtless and the indifferent,

The charge in the characler of the populstion and ip the reglonal
ceoncry kas been reflected im the landscape, The picneers who gustyded
the towns ond mointedned the Litile mounioin famcs hove isrgely

Leasncored, Snalli orchoxds and vezetabnle Fields have given woy Lo ranges
for weef catitlie, Tous the smaller gold sebilomcats kave lost thoelir
woteomen, and the pdeturesque ranch buildings ol gold rusa days ore fax
fower in nurboer, Many now stand dezerted and forlorm, while ¢others heve

Dotz modirnized avd are quite changsd in anpecurance,

Dyerywhere the new and growing population, with its new industrics
and mew Loterests, 1s such in evidenc Fecn one end of Highway 49 to
the cther receuntly evected signs advertice subdivisiems, In wmany niaces
slreels are aoready izid out, houses are bullt, and supcroarkiss re
spricning up ke gigantlc mushrocms., Those develomwents appoar to be
of “wo major tyres -- urban homes for industricl and commercial werkers
near the larger towns, and retirement and countyy homes in the rural
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period Sacramento waterfront, & key transportation and communication
center for the Mother Ilode,

. (@) Sutter's Fort State Historical Monument, In
the office of this largely reconstructed fort in Sacramento, Jemes W,
Marshall brought to John A, Sutter, his employer, the first gold discovered
in Coloma, During the first year or two of the gold rush the fort was an
outfitting point for the mines as well as a hospital for 11l miners,

(:f‘) Bodie State Hig_torical Park, Located in the high
desert of Mono County, the town of Bodie was established as the result
of an 1859 strike made by disappointed prospectors from the declining
Mother Lode, Well preserved by isolation and a dry climate, it has
been termed "slmost the prototype of the Western ghost town,"

b, State Scenic Roads and Parkways, As the result of legislation
passed in 1963 the 'mreservation and enhancement" of scenic resources
along Californis highways was made an officlial State policy and program,
By the Master Plan for Scenic Highways adopted by the legislature in
1963 and subject to periodic adjustment, the State Legislature designates
those highwaye which shall compose the State Scenic Highway System, Roads
thus included in the Master Plan do not actually become Official State
Scenic Highways or Official County Scenic Highways, however, untll the
roadways and righte~ofeway have been designed to meet a series of scenic
highway standards and until local jurisdictions have acted to provide
scenic protection within designated adjacent corridors,

Potentially this program would seem to hold promise for checking the
scenle destruction that is now so rapidly obliterating the historic
landscape along roads in the Mother Lode Country, The existing Master
Plan (a5 amended through 1965) includes nearly all of State Route 49,

The Mother Lode Highway, in the State Scenic Highway System, The sections
of Route 49 specifically so designated are: '

1, From Route 41 near Oskhurst to Route 120 nesr Moccasin
Creek,

2. From Route 120 to Route 20 near Grass Valley,

3. From Route 20 near Nevada City to Route 89 near
Sattley.

—_

- In addition, certain east.west roads crossing the Sierran Gold Belt
have been included in the State Scenic Highway System, These include:

21 ©



1, Route 20 from Route 49 eastward to Route 80 near
 Eudgrant Gap,

2. Route 50 from Route 49 eastward to the Nevada State
‘ Jine near lake Tahoe,

3. Route 88 from Route 49 near Jackson to Route 83 near
Pickettsa,

Ik, Route 4 from Route L9 near Angels Camp to Route 89,

5. Route 108 from Route 49 near Sonora eastward to
Route 395,

6. FRoute 120 from Route 49 near Chinese Camp to
Route 49 near Moccasin Creek,

7. Route 140 from Route 49 near Mariposa to Yosemite
National FPark,

8. BRoute 41 from Route 49 nesr Oakhurst to Yosemite
National Park.

At the northern end of the Sierran Gold Belt, Route 89 from Sattley
north to Mohawk, the gateway to Plumas-Eureka State Park, is also in
the Scenic Highway System (as 1s all of Route 89),

In actuality, however, as of June 1966, not a single foot of this
extensive road mileage has yet been officially designated as a State
Scenic Highway, ©Scenlc Highway studies have been completed or are
underway for only two short sections of Highway 49 (approximately from
Bassets to Sattley and from Mariposa to Oskhurst), Also under study is
the section of Route 108 lying east of the Sierra crest,

It should be noted that a good percentage of recent highway con-
struction in the Mother lode Country reveals consideration for scenic
values, In 1964 the Twain Harte section of Route 108 east of Sonora
received honorable mention in Parade Magazine's annual competition to
select the best designed scenic highways in the Nation, and in 1965
the portion of Route 83 (the Carson Pass Highway) from Foster Meadows
Road to east of Silver ILeke was glven the top award in the same contest,

Nevertheless, long sections of Highway 49 and other routes in the
Mother Lode have been officially included in the State's freeway and
expressway systems, The construction thus far accomplished in the
Sierra foothill region to bring old highways up to exmressway standards
reveals that in many places it has not been possible to reconcil the
demands for wider, straighter, and faster roads with the objectives of
scenic and historical preservation,
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In 1965 the State Legislature passed Senate Bill 725 authorizing
establishment of a State Parkway System and directing the State Park
Commission and the Advisory Comuittee on Scenle Highways to study the
matter and recommend specific parkway routes, The parkways would be
"elongated parks' intended primarily for pleasure driving and designed
specifically to preserve scenic, historic, and recreation values, They —
would differ from scenic highways which, while intended to preserve lande
scape values, are subject in design to the demands of traffic, Thus
scenic highways may be highe-speed, heavy volume freeways or ex:presswaya.

The State Park Commission bas studled, or mresently 1s studying,
6k possible parkway routes, totalling 3,890 miles, A mumber of these
potential parkways are in the Mother lode region, as 18 shown by the
following project names:

. Foresthill, Tragedy Spmrings, Iron Mountain to Donner leke, Coloma
to Georgetown, Columbia to Italian Bar, Moccasin, Big Trees, Oroville
to Plumas, and lone to Michigan Bar,

On January 13, 1967, the Park Commission made its first recommendations
to the legislature by requesting the establishment of four parkway unitsy
None of these is in the Gold Rush Country, It is still too early to prea
dict whether these first units, let alone the ones in the Mother lode, will
ever be built, If the parkway concept is actually put into practice, it
could be a major factor, if not the major factor, in preserving a reprew
sentative sample of the Sierran Gold Belt scene,

Roadside rests, now an integral part of the State's highway system
and administered by the Division of Highways except when they are located
in State Parks, offer another means for the ypreservation of historic
scenes and structures, As yet this device has been little used in the
Mother Lode Country, but its potential value is demonstrated by the -
small rest spot developed on Route 49 at Carson Hill, The widened high-
way righte-ofeway at this point, in addition to accommodating a State
Landmark Plaque and a memorial tablet placed on an old ore car, provides
an uncluttered foreground for the view of the Morgan Mine "glory hole”
that lies beyond on the slope of Carscn Hill,

¢, County and Commnity preservation mrojects, Despite a very
considerable interest and pride in local history throughout the Sierran
Gold Belt, the counties and towns of the Mother lode Country, with
certain noteble exceptions, have not yet become major forces in the
preservation of historic sites and scenes, Only a few of the counties
are directly involved in protecting historic structures, Mariposa  ~
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County, for imstance, continues to mrotect and use its 1854 Courthouse,
the oldest such structure still functioning in the State, Amador County
preserves two of the Kennedy Mine tailing wheels within a county park
nesr Jackson, Nevada County maintains the Bridgeport covered bridge as
part of its road system, And the reconstructed Mark Twain Cabin at
Jackass Hill is protected in a suall Twolumne County park.

On the other hand, all but one of the thirteen Gold Belt counties
support county historical societies, OSome of these organizations receive
financial assistance from their county govermnments, and about half of them
operate museums, Sometimes these museums are situvated in historic buildings
wvhich are thus meintained and protected. The Nevada County Historical
Society Museum, for exomple, is in old Firehouse No, 1 in Nevada City,

The brick A, C. Brown house, dating from the early 1860's, houses the
Awador County Museum in Jackson.

Due to the short time available for this study, the matter of
existing zoning—laws end historic districts could not be examined,— A
very few towns == Volcano, Murphys, and Johnsville in particular =~ show
evidence of concerted local effort to preserve and enhance the historic
scene, Most communities, however, appear to lack either the public
sentiment or the legal apparatus to mrevent the incursions of
inharmonious develoyments, There is much said in Mother Lode Country

- promotional literature concerning the heritage of the gold rush and
scenic beauty, but it is clearly evident that "progress" is often given
first priority without any real attempt to adjust the new develomuents
toward the preservation and enhancement of the enviromment,

Scattered throughout the Gold Belt, howevey, are notable exauples
of historic preservation at the municipal level, Grass Valley, for
instance, maintains and displays a large old Pelton wheel in & city
park, The Community Hall at French Corral was once a miners' hotel and,
late; a school,

d, Private preservation efforts, Despite the large-scale preservation
projects being undertaken by the State and the historic structures malntained
through county and community programs, the major factor in retaining the
scenic¢ and historic atmosphere of the Mother Iode Country has been and
still 1s the cumulative action of the hundreds of individual owners who
have held thelr mroperties in a relatively undeveloped state or who have
sensitively preserved and restored historical values,

Much of this preservation undoubtedly has not been the result of
.conscious effort, Many owners of old gold rush structures have not
‘desired to renovate them and have given them only enough maintenance to
keep them standing and, often, occupied; but by this very meglect the
buildings have been saved from destructive modernization, Other ranchers
and holders of large tracts have preferred to continue raising cattle or
harvesting timber to aubd;lv:l.ding; or they have not yet found subdivision
sufficliently profitable,
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But much of the preservation has been deliberate, conducted by
owners sensitive to the cultural and economic values of the gold rush
heritage, Conspicuous in most of the surviving mining camps are the
handsome old churches, the I,0,0,F, Halls, and the Masonic Halls which
once played such prominent parts in camunity life and which are still,
in many cases, in active use, Probably considerations of replacement
cost have been important in the continued survival of these structures,
but in many instances sentiment has been responsible for their preservation
long beyond thelir real usefulness to the owning organizations,

The phenomenal growth of the tourist trade in the Mother Lode
Country has encouraged and made practicable a very considerable amount
of preservation and renovation, A number of mining period hotels and
other buildings, with or without judicial modernization, have proved
suitable for present-day traveler accommodations, Such hostelries as
the National Hotel in Nevada City, the Pioneer Hotel at Sheep Ranch,
Hotel Leger at Mokelumne hill, the Mine House at Amador City, the
St., George Hotel at Volcano, and the Murphys Hotel at Murphys are major
factors in preserving the gold rush atmosphere both of the towns in
which they are located and of the entire Mother Lode Country. HNumerous
other old bulldings house restaurants, bars, garages, theaters, and other
establishments for tourist accommodation,

Another response to the tourist rush has been the preservation of old
structures as commercial attractions in themselves or as places to.
display and sell goods which appeal to Mother Lode visitors, Thus there
is a generous sprinkling of "gold rush museums” and antique shops throughe
out the Sierra foothill region, Sometimes, as with one or two so-called
"frontier towns," these are out and out money-mrking ventures; more
of'ten they are operated to provide the means required to maintain and
keep open important historic structures or to hold together wvaluable
collections of gold rush relics, The 0ld Jail at Hornitos and the Lola
Montez House at Grass Valley are examples of privately operated historie
structures,

In total number of structures preserved and probably in overall
landscape effect, the greatest contribution to the saving of the Mother
lode atmosphere is undoubtedly being made by the many individuals who
cherish and maintaln gold rush-homes,and, occasionally, commercial
buildings as full-time or part-time residences, Up and down the entire
Sierran Gold Belt, in the larger cities, in the smallest hamlets, and
in the agricultural countryside, one comes upon these gemlike structures,
perfectly restored to their original beauty, Many others have bheen
modernized almost beyond recognitien, but at least they are being saved,
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VII. ASSESSMENT OF PRESENT AND PLANNED PRESERVATION EFFORTS

It hes been seen that surviving physical resources for coammemorating
the gold rush story are still reasonably plentiful and that they are
sufficiently diverse in character to permit the illustration of most
phases of the topic, It has also been developed that there 1s an active
movement on the State, county,  coomunity, and individuals levels to
preserve historical and scenic values in the Mother Lode Country,

But it has been further shown that changes are teking place in
the Gold Belt, that both the historic scene and historic structures are
disappearing with eversincreasing rapldity. Unless channeled and
controlled, these sweeping develomments will leave very little except
isolated parks, a few steep undeveloped canyons aend hillsides, and a
scattering of old buildings to show that the Mother lLode was ever any
different in appearance and heritage from the rest of urbanized California,
This remnant would be entirely inadequate to convey a meaningful impression
of what the gold rush really was,

Are the existing and planned preservation measures sufficient to
protect what remains against the almost inexorable forces of change?
An appraisal of the situation leads to the conclusion that they are not.

The California State Park System preserves the most significant gold

- rush sites., At nearly every historical park in the Mother Lode, however,
there remains much to be done in the way of inholding acquisition,

boundary expansion, structural rehabilitation, and interpretive development,
Such measures are costly and are being given first priority in the Stete
Park program, It does not appear realistic, therefore, to anticipate that
the hopes of certain preservationists for'.the acquisition of additional
gold rush parks will be realized in time to save any significant portion

of the remaining unprotected Mother Lode scene,

The State Scenic Highway ILaw at first glance appears to offer a
means of preserving a representative sample of the gold region landscape,
Route 49 and the major trans-Sierra roads crossing it are already included
in the Master Plan for Scenic Highways, and when these routes are designated
as Official State Scenic Highways they should not only be harmonious with
the enviromment and attractive within their rights<of~way but they should
run through wider corridors or bands of land within which scenic values
are protected,

However, many miles of these roads have already been reconstructed
to expressway standards with such extensive cuts and fills that a
restoration of the landscape scarcely appears yracticable, Also,
establishment, financing and enforcement of sceunic controls in the
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corridors beyond the rights-of~way will be a responsibility of local
governments, some of which apparently have as yet shown little sympathy
for strict limitation of roadside develomment. Further, Scenic Highway
studies in the Mother lode are proceeding at such a slow pace that
irreparable harm to presently surviving landscape and cultural values
undoubtedly will have been accomplished by the time significant sections
of Official State Scenic Highways are established, In addition, the
Scenic Highway program offers no real protection from such major landascape
threats as reservoirs and freewsys, To sum up, the Scenic Highway program
offers an opportunity for landscape preservation in the Mother Lode, but
it will not assure such preservation, It is still too early to estimate
when and if the proposed State Parkway System will be effective in the

- Slerrs Gold Belt.

County and community preservation efforts hold much promise, As
the concepts of scenlc easements, open space, zoning, and protection of
historic districts become better known, it can be anticipated that they
will be epplied at least in scattered localities, With county historical
societies gaining in strength and as the officers of these groups learn
more about the ways and means of jreservation through membership in such
larger organizations as the Conference of California Historical Soclieties
and the National Trust for Historic Preservation, it can be expected that
counties and towns will be under increased mressure to yreserve their
older public buildings and to acquire and save additional private structures,

Here again, however, it takes time to create a climate for yreservation
whereas the forces of change are moving rapidly. And there are strong '
antie-preservation forces which are constantly at work in the Mother Lode
Country,. Generally these forces are eccnomic in nature, as is evidenced
by the recent action of the Amador County Board of Supervisors in granting
a permit for a large cement plant near Volcano despite protests by preser-
vationists, By the time historic conservation at the county and local
level can successfully counterbalance such pressures there may be little
left to save,

The prospects for private historical preservation are more difficult
to assess, As long as historic sites continue to attract tourists and
to be econamic assets, it can be anticipated that the presently operating
old gold rush hotels and the structures being used as curlo shops, antique
shops, restaurants, bars, and the like will continue to exist, less of
course the inevitable losses due to fire, freeways, and changes of
ownership, There undoubtedly will even be a few gains, But as urbanization
continues and as land values -~ particularly assessed land values =« increase,
rivate owners of small homes in towns and of large rural tracts will find
it more and more difficult to stand the financial costs of sentiment, For
several years the Conference of California Historical Socleties and other
preservation=minded groups have been sponsoring legislation to give
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historic sites the same sort of tax protection as 1s now accorded
certain types of open space or "green belt" property, but thus far
the concept has been rejected by the voters, It probably can be
anticipated that a large amount of private preservation will continue
but that the total effect and impact will be drastically reduced as
restored homes are hemmed in and "drowned" by a deluge of new
construction,

In summary, present preservation efforts at all levels will be

carried into the future and some of them undoubtedly will be increased,

but the results will only be plecemeal and they probebly will not hold
back or channel the forces of change in time to save that representative
sample which alone can truly convey the look and the feel of the gold
rush ers,

Of the agencies now actively engaged in Mother lode preservation,
only the State of Callfornia appears to have the resources and the
orgenization to carry out a program of the magnitude required to save
that representative sample, If the existing gold country state parks and
several additional ones could be linked by a continuous series of state
rarkways and scenic roads, and if the State and counties could be
induced to save additional sites by acquisition, zoning, historic
district ordinances, and by tax relief, the task could be accomplished,
But in view of the budgetary provlems facing California at present, it
is highly unlikely that the State government could embark on such a
large=scale mroject in the immediate future, And tcmorrow will be too
late,
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VIII, OPFORTUNTTIES FOR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE PARTICIPATION IN
PROTECTING MOTHER LODE COUNTRY HISTORICAL VALUES,

Thus far this study bas attempted to make clear three principal
points:

One, an effective commemoration and illustration of the
nationally significant gold rush story will not be achieved merely by
rreserving a disconnected series of historical parks, historic sites,
and historic structures, A representative and reasonably continuous
segment of the historic landscape along the entire length of the
Sierran Gold Belt must also be preserved as a link between, and a
setting for, the individual sites,

Two, the historic and scenic resources required to achieve such an
objective still exist but are disappearing rapidly,

Three, when realistically appraised, existing mreservation
measures, even if strengthened in the future, offer little prospect
for achieving any such vast design,

It is readily epperent that effective preservation of the Mother
Lode will never come about through plecemeal or smallescale planning,
Only heroic measures, conceived with vision and applied on a grand scalse,
will suffice to preserve the unique character of a region about 225
wiles long and about 30 miles wide and at the same time provide the -
necessary room for the commercisl, industrial, and residential develop-
ment which must be accommodated,

To be successful; such an effort would require cooperation at all
levels of govermment - federal, state, and local, Regardless of
whether the coordinating and planning agency was at the state or federal
level, it is certain the the national govermment would be heavily involved,
Federal water control projects, federally financed highways, and federally
administered lands (including parts of rational forests) are already
important factors in the Mother lode scene, Federal financing through
such measures as the Land and Water Conservation Fund, Open Space and
ban Renewal programs, and the Historic Preservation Act of 1966 undoubtedly
would be required, Federal controls concerning the salvaging or pro-
tection of historical values in water control projects and highwaya
financed, constructed, or licensed by the national govermment are
already in effect, The Mother lode Country has been studied by the
National Survey of Historic Sites and Bulldings, and several sites
have already been recognlzed as Registered National Historic Iandmarks,

It is within the context of this need for broad-scale cooperative
action and of the already existing federal interesi in the region that
the possibility of National Park Service participation in Mother Lode
preservation must be considered, If the Park Service role is to be
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effective, it must be comnensurate in size with the vastness of the
problem, and it must complement, not supplant, other exlsting and

.future pregrams,

The great need, if the Mother Lode is to continue as a meaningful
illustration of the gold rush era, is twofold:

One, there must be an overall agency, authority, or committee to
evolve the grand design and to coordinate efforts at all levels of
government toward its accomplishment,

Two, there must be additional funds made available beyond those
foreseeable from state and local sources and from existing and authorized
federal yrograms, T

The National Park Sexvice could essist in meeting both aspects of
this need, If the State of Californie, for instance, should establish a
special authority to plan and conduct Mother Lode preservation, the
National Park Service could, if so empowered, serve in an advisory
capacity. The example of the Great River Road along the Mississippi

River demonstrates the effectiveness of Service assistance in establishing

basie concepis, criteria, and design standards,

Or, if a state agency is not forthcoming, the National Park Service
might itself undertake the role of planning, coordinating, and operating
agency, This could be accomplished by the establishwent of & national —
parkway through the length of the Mother Lode Country or of a Nez Perce=-
type national historical park,

In either case, advisory or operating, the Federal Govermment,
through the National Park Service, might contribute meterially in
funding Mother lode preservation (beyond existing historic preservation,
open space, demonstration city, and other programs), If the Service
role should remaln advisory, the financial assistance would be through
staff services and, possibly, through the establishment of one or more
national historical parks to preserve key segments of the reglom, If
the role is that of primary operation, the authorization of & national
varkway or Nez Perce-type national park would involve large federal
* expenditures, State and local financing would continue to be necessary,
but such federal contributions could well be the factor that would make
the entire undertsking practicable from the local point of view,

Possibllities for the establisihment of National Park System areas
in the Sierran Gold Belt can conveniently be considered under three
categories:

a, Traditional National Historical Parks, The establishment of
one or more sizeable national parks in the Sierzran Gold Belt undoubtedly
could be effective in protecting a selected nmumber of historic sites
and representative samples of the historic landscape, If such parks
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could be linked with each other and with existing State parks and other
key sites by State Parkways or Scenic Highways, much of the desired
degree of mrotection for the entire Mother Lode could be achieved,

This possibility, therefore, is worth study, but it yrobably will
not offer & satisfactory solution, First, there is the matter of finding
locations which would meet the criteria of national significance, It
has already been seen that the major gold rush sites (and all of those
in the Mother ILode that have been officially determined to be of national
importance) are already within State Parks, where they are, in general,
being adequately protected and interpreted,

The only real advantage of transferring one or more of the present —
State parks to federal administration would be the more extensive develope

ment which would occur in the event that National Park Service appropriations

pernitied larger expenditures than the State can undertake, For example,
consulting studies have recommended that Marshall Gold Discovery State
Historic Park ideally should be expanded to extend from horizon to horizon
of the basin in which it sits; but it seems unlikely that this objective
can be cbtained under State administration, Incidentally, if such an
expansion were undertaken under federal auspices, parts of the basin
would be ideal for the lease-~back and sell-back techniques now belng
advocated for Point Reyes National Seashore,

~Second, if it should be decided that a representative complex of
well=preserved mining towns, mines, mills, and typical Mother lode
terrain would have national significance as a representative example of
the gold rush region, it probably would be difficult to select boundaries
which would encompass a sufficlently illustrative number of well-reserved
sites within an adninistratively mracticable unit, The best sites for
interpretive purposes are generally widely scattered even though they
may be in the same mining district,

Third, the establishment of sizeable new parks in the Mother Lode
Country would be extremely difficult from the standpoints of cost and
probably public opposition, Most of the gold belt has long been in
rrivate ownership, and this land is now beginning to rise rapidly in
price, Many owners see speculative possibilities and might be unwilling
to sell at reasonable prices, The National Park Service, as has happened
several times recently, might obtain appropriations to purchase based on
assessments of acreage, only to find that it would have to pay on the
basis of subdivision lots, Also, as at Columbia State Historic Park,
many mining town residents would object to selling the structures they
bave put much effort into restoring; or, if permitted to remain, they
would protest against the restrictions unavoidable for resideats of
historic districts,
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If such obstacles can be overcome, however, there are several
arens along the Mother lLode which might well be studied further as
possibilities for relatively large natiomal parks, These include the
following:

1, Mt, Bullion-Hornitos-Bear Valley Vicinity, This area, stretching
along both sides of Highway 49 from south of Mt. Bullion northward to
the Merced River, with a large salient projecting westward to encompass
Hornitos, lies largely within the boundaries of John C, Fremont's Mariposa
Grant, Here were opened some of the earliest quartz mines in California,
and here cccurred one of the classic struggles over Californis land
titles and mineral rights. The town of Hormitos 1s one of the best
preserved of all mining camps; snd several of the most famous mines,
such as the Josephine and the Pine Tree, are still in relatively good i
condition and would make fine exhibits, And, best of all, the scenery -
of this oak-studded foothill country, the typical setting of the Southern
Mines, is yet virtually unspolled,

2, Volcano-Fiddletown Area, Next to Murphys and Hornitos,
Voicano is perhaps the most picturesque Mother Lode town not already
protected by a State park, It is situated in an attractive valley wooded
by the ponderosa pines and oaks of the higher. foothills, Nearby is
{the impressive Indien grinding rock, 7The road from Volcano to Fiddletown
climbs northward over a ridge with historical associlations and then turne
westward, The country is largely wooded, but openings show where
farmers and ranchers once flourished, Fiddletown contains s number of
structures from mining days, but present-day emphasis appears to be on
modernization,

The quiet atmosphere of Volcano is threatened by a proposed cement
plant nearby. The establishment of & mational park would be more costly

‘because of' this proposal, but the good accomplished for preservation

would also be greater, ‘

b, National Parkway. The national parkway has proved itself a
highly effective device for preserving and-presenting the scenic and
historic character of a region. The ownedein-fee right-of-way of such
& parkway can be adjusted in width to assure maintaining as much of the
roadside scene as is necessary, and it can be expanded-to ineclude nearby
places of natural and historic interest., The right-of-way lands may
be leased under conditions that will foster continuance of traditional
agricultural or other uses, Thus the parkway traveler sees a "living"
landscape rathexr than a states exhibit, \

This technique 18 eminently suitsble for use in the Mothexr lLode
Country where the primsry provlem is to save a narrow corridor of the
native landscape through & reglon nearly 250 miles long. By ‘Judicious
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widenings of the rightecfeway the parkwey could be made to include a
number of the smaller gold rush towig historic sites, and even mines,
The acquired towns and structures, in some instances, could be restored
and altered for use as tourist accommodations; in other cases they
could serve as interpretive exhibits; and in still others they might
gimply be parts of a stabilized scene.

~ In addition to the historic sites and structures within the right-
of-way, the parkwsy should link and provide access to the State Historic
Parks and to the best of the sites preserved by counties and communities
and by private individuals in instances where firm provisions have been
made for permanent avallabllity to the public, In short, the parkw ”‘"*"\
should enable the traveler to reach the key sites illustrating the
gold rush through & landscape faithfully reflecting the envirorment in
which the miners lived and worked, -

Selecting a route for such a parkway would not be easy, Highway 49
is the only continucus and reasonably direct route traversing the
Mother Lode Country. In many places it is also the historic route,
lying atop or closely peralleling the pack trails and stage roads of
gold rush days, It links most of the chief mining period towns and
many of the key historic sites, In certain sections, as along the North
Yuba River, geography has made it the only practicable route of travel
for all types of travel, parkway or commercisl,

Yet, as has been seen, Highway L9 has already been so much "improved”
that for long distances it would not be sultable from the design standpoint
for parkway use, Also;, this route in.certain sections is heavily used
by commercial and high~speed traffic, & condition Incompatable with a
national parkway, The development of alternate routes for the local and
comnercial users would be expensive In any case and almost prohibitive
in those places where Highway 49 occuplies the most practicable road
location, And, Highway 49 by no means provides access to all the
sites which should be included in the parkway complex,

For these reasons any continuous parkwsy through the gold rush
country almost necessarily would have to combine portions of the present
Route 49 with sections of existing secondary roads and newly comstructed
parkway., As late as 1965 the official Californis State Highway Map
indicated a proposed route for the Eastside Freeway that would stretch
north and south at the base of the Slerran foothills, In general, this
freeway would run quite close to the western fringe of the Sierran Gold
Belt, and it can be anticipated that it would divert to itself a con=~
siderable part of the commercial and high-speed traffic that now uses
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Highway k9. But there would still remain a substantial volume of

traffic between Mother lode towns which would continue to use Route 49,
and this traffic will increase as the gold country becomes more urbanized,
Therefore, alternate expressway routes would still have to be constructed
where the parkway would occupy the site of Route k9,

Anmong the ma.ny side roads which should be studied as possible - parkway
alternates for sections of the present Route 49 are the following:

1, Plumas-Eureka State Park.iMchawk-Graesgle-Bassets (Gold Lake
Road). _

2, Goodyesr's Bar-Forest-Allegheny-North Colunbia~Nevada City
(witl; side rosd to Forth Bloomfield and Malakoff Diggins State Historic
Park),

3. Greemmod«Georgetowm~-Colona,
bk, PlymoutheFiddletown«Volcano,

5 Martell to Jackaon via Jackson Cate,
6. San Andreas-Mountain Ranch-Sheep Ranch-Mur;hys-Douglaa Flat-
Valledito-Columhie..

Te Columbia-Shaw B FJ&t-Jamestm—Stent-Jackaonville.
8, Altaville=Copperopolis,
9. Bear Valley=Hornitos-Mt, Bullion,

A detailed study of the problem of a national perkway through the
Mother Lode will probably lead to the following conclusions:

1. There is no single road or continuous combination of single
roads that would mrovide parkway access to all the gold region siteas a
visitor should see to gain an adequate comprehension of the gold rush
story. Any single route would necessarily bypass a large number of
important sites, Any parkway route would thus have to be a compromise,
or the parkway would need to provide numerous gide parkways leading to
prime sites off the main route,

2, Highway 49 occuples the best potential location for a Mother
Iode parkway, but it is in such demand for every=-day traffic, has been
constructed to such high expressway standards in many places, and is so
closely hemmed In by roadside developments for long distances that there
is very little practicable chance of employing more than isolated
sections of it for full parkway purposes,

~
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3. Existing secondsry roads which might be suitable for parkway
use are often unduly circuitous end lengthy in proportion to the number
of sites to which they give access, Also, most of such roads have cone-
siderable existing comercial use, particularly for trucking forest pro=-
ducts, and there would be considerable local opposition to closing them
to such traffic, Further, many of these side roads, particularly those
leading down into river canyons, ere narrow and winding, probably too
much so for the average tourlist; but rebullding them would deatroy their
historic character,

h, Bullding & new parkway route paralleling Highway 49 and avoiding
most of the present secondary roads would be unsatisfactory from the ine
terpretation and preservation points of view, because most of the sites
to be preserved and visited are situated on the old roads, A new parke
vay would run largely through undeveloped country devoid of cultural
remains,

5. To take over large parts of Route 49 and connecting sections
of secondary roads for the parkway and to build substitute, parallel
roads for everyday traffic would be tremendously expensive., And, as
has been seen, there are localities in which alternate locations for
such roads are either nonexistent or prohibitive in cost,

For these reasons, it might be found lmpracticable to construct a
single, continuous parkway the entire length of the Sierran Gold Belt, —
It might be necessary merely to construct sections of parkway where con=
ditions permit, including loop roads leading off Route 49 to give access
to series of important sites and to preserve key historic scenes,
Travelers would have to make their way between parkway sections on
Route 49 or other roads. Possibly through Stete and local cooperation,
roadside zoning and improved highway design could be applied to these
connecting roads, giving them & more parklike character,

@, Nez Perce-type National Historieal Park, The recently authorized
Nez Perce National Historical Park in Idaho introduced a new concept in
National Park System areas, The significance of such a park stems not
fram the historical importance of any particular site but from the broad
significance of an entire region or era which is comemorated and
1liustrated by a series of sites in & variety of ownerships cooperatively
interpreted by facilities supplied and maintained by the Rational Park
Service, Under this concept the National Park Service administers only
a fraction of the sites which collectively make up the national historical

park,

Like the national parkway, this new type of park seems particularly
applicable to the problems encountered in attempting to preserve the
Mother Lode Country, It would be more practicable than a parkway frow

the standpoints of cost and local publiec acceptance, But it would
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also provide far less protection for the overall historie scene,

Under this type of park the Federal Govermment might acquire a
nunber of the old mining-towns and siteswhich most urgently require
wrotection, Under "sellwback" or "leasewback” arrangements the present
life of these towns could continue, but the restoration of individual
structures and the maintenance of the historic scenes could be assured,
The Federal Government might also, under this type of park, construct
paxkways to link related groups of siltes where such action would foster
interpretation and preservation,

Existing state parks, county-owned sites, and privately owned sites
can by cooperative agreement be brought into the national historicel park.
The National Park Service in such cases would coordinate the interpretive
services so that the story presented at sites all along the Mother Lode
would make a unit,

The success of such a plan in the Sierran Gold Belt would depend -
upon the willingness of the State and county govermments to joln in pro=
tecting a belt of typlical mining country scene along the roads linking
the sites making up the park. This protection could be created by State
Parkways, State Scenic Highways, or by the establishment of effective
zoning or scenic easements, It perhaps could not be a continuous belt,
but it should be sufficiently extensive to prevent the sites from belng
isoleted bits of the gold rush scene surrounded by wrban develomment,

It is apparent that this type of park would require a coordinating
authority or agency to create and approve an overall plan for preservation

throughout the Mother lode Country and to obtain State and local cooperation

in that plan, The National Park Service might assist and advise such
an authority in preparing the plan, but probably it should not be the
rromotional agency or the one responsible for obtaining state and local
rarticipation, The perk probably would win more local support if the
role of the Service could be confined to providing technical assistance
and to operating the park once it was established, The demand for such

& park must come from the ground up., It probably could not be successfully

imposed upon the region by a central goverrment,

At the present time it appears premature to suggest specific sites
which-might be acquired by the Federal Govermment as parts of a Nez.
Perce~type National Park, Names of yet unspoiled gold rush towns, mines

. suitable for exhibit purposes, and outstanding individual structures




have been indicated throughout this report, But the selection of
particular features can only be made profitably after the probable extent
of state and local participation has been determined. Only then can

the overall dimensione of the project be established and detailed study
of individual sites be undertaken,
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The look, the smell, the "feel" of the gold rush
can still be found on the Mother iode, View of
Mokelumne Hill from Hotel Léger,
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But old mindlng towns are rapidly being wmoderrdzed,
The main street of Jackeon,.

And evpressweys have renlaced the memc’ierin,gg
old roads, cubting off contact with the past,
State Route 49 north of San Andress,
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Arbificisl "ghost towns” and "ploneer villoges' are row
”;mw.m authentlie mindng ceanps as tourist abbractions,
Leconsuiucted goid country hotel near Colomz,

A% the seme e handsome and hlstordic buimimss wrs poondited
to fall into ruin, Michigan Bar Store on State Route .o,
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