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PREFACE

Various challenges were encountered in the preparation of the Historic
’Furnishings Report for Lindenwald. The task of researching Lindenwald's
furnishings of the historic period 1841 to 1862 was complicated by the
fact that in the 120 years that had passed since Martin Van Buren
occupied the mansion, Lindenwald had changed from the dwelling of an
ex-President to a middle-class farmhouse, and further to a tea room, &
nursing home, and an antiques shop, before its establishment as a
National Historic Site. With these changes in ownership and living
patterns, it was inevitable that the original VYan Buren furnishings
would be dispersed. Yet, fortunately, many furnishings remained in the
mansion, in the community, or in the hands of Van Buren descendents,

Because the last private owner of the house was an antiques dealer,
there has been some confusion concerning which pieces left in Lindenwald
were associated with Van Buren and which pieces were the dealer's stock.
Corroboration of Lindenwald provenance by previous owners helped to
identify some of the furnishings; however, some of the questions may

never be resolved.

Another challenge in writing the report was that some physical evidence
relating to the structure was inadequate, confusing, or contradictory.
When the Historic Furnishings Report was being written, the Historic
Structure Report existed only in draft, and many of its findings were
being questioned. The Historic Furnishings Report relied upon the
Historic Structure Report, prepared by the Denver Service Center,
supplemented by the results of further investigations by the North
Atlantic Historic Preservation Center.

A further difficulty was that documentary evidence for Lindenwald fur-
nishings c.1841-1862 was scant. Van Buren's was prolific in his corre-
spondence, however, it was largely political in nature. There were no



photographs of Lindenwald's interior from the historic period, no diary .
descriptions of the placement or use of furnishings, no extant inven-
tories of the mansion prior to or at the time of Van Buren's death.
Nevertheless, careful gleaning of the correspondence of Van Buren and

his family yielded important information.

Perhaps the greatest challenge in writing the Historic Furnishings
Report, particularly the Recommended Furnishings Section, was facing the
philosophical dilemma imposed by Natiomal Park Service furnishing
policies. One goal of the restoration of Lindenwald was to interpret
accurately and convincingly, the life and Tifestyle of Martin Van Buren
in retirement. On the other hand, the restoration had to be carried out
with "minimum conjecture."”

The first draft of the report attempted a compromise by recommending
reproduction or period objects only when their absence would be
misleading. Following regional review, however, the narrowest interpre-
tation of the furnishings policy was applied and selective refurnishing .
with objects documented only by period practice was eliminated from the
final manuscript. Many of the park staff believe that the interpreta-
tion selected for Lindenwald diminishes and perhaps impoverishes the
rich potential for the site for visitor understanding of park themes.

To say the documentation and recommendations contained herein are "site-
specific" rather than "period-general" is to oversimplify the philoso-
phical issues involved, and controversy may well continue over what
furnishings are appropriate for a quality interpretation. But, publi-
cation of this document and the restoration of Lindenwald must proceed.

Let the reader understand that an enormous wealth of documentation for
mid-nineteenth century period practices does exist, while at Lindenwald,
for the foreseeable future, interpreters rather than furnishings will
bear the burden of placing Van Buren in the context of his time.
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

INTERPRETIVE OBJECTIVES

Martin Van Buren National Historic Site was established by Act of
Congress, Public Law 93-486, signed into law by President Gerald P.
Ford on October 26, 1974. The bills introduced in the Senate and
House of Representatives the previous April called for the establish-
ment of the site "for the purposes of preserving for the education
and inspiration of present and future generations the former resi-
dence (from 1841 until 1862) and only remaining structure intimately
associated with Martin Van Buren, eighth President of the United
States.”

The primary interpretive goal of the preservation and restoration of
Lindenwald, s, it follows, to show something of ex-President Van
Buren's life and lifestyle during his retirement at the Kinderhook
estate, 1841-1862, Many of Van Buren's activities and interests will
be reflected in the furnishings, along with some hints of his person-
al and political outlook. The historical resources of the site pro-
vide significant data for these interpretive messages.

Van Buren acquired the Lindenwald mansion and estate in 1839 while he
was at the height of his political career, and although he returned
to Kinderhook two years later in political defeat, the property he
had acquired represents the culmination of his personal and financial
success.

Lindenwald provides an excellent opportunity to explore and interpret
the many roles Van Buren played: dignified and cosmopolitan ex-presi-
dent, astute political thinker and writer, respected and affectionate
patriarch, loyal friend and genial host, Kinderhook native son, proud
homeowher, and competitive farmer, to name a few.



Since Van Buren's political career was virtually over by the time he
occupied Lindenwald, the story of Van Buren's many public offices and
contributions to the American political system should be addressed
before visitors enter the mansion. Of course, even in retirement,
poTitics remained an integral part of Van Buren's life and the visi-
tors will be reminded of that aspect through furnishings such as his
large collection of Taw books and political documents, portraits of
political contemporaries, and political cartoons featuring himself.

The original Lindenwald and Van Buren-associated furnishings are the
highlight of the restoration and make strong statements about the
ex-president's taste and lifestyle, which was fashionable yet frugal.
Although it is impossible to re-create the interior of the mansion
exactly as Van Buren knew it, documentary and physical evidence and
extant furnishings do give many clues to how Van Buren lived. It ig
important that the restored Lindenwald will not Just another period
house; it should distinctly reflect Van Buren the man and what he
achieved,

The furnishing and interpretation of Lindenwald must establish a bal-
ance between two ideas: first, Martin Van Buren as a unique individ-
ual, the former Chief Executive, an important figure in American his-
tory; and second, Martin Van Buren ag part of the nineteenth-century
American culture in which he lived., Above all, Martin Van Buren must
be interpreted as a multi-dimensional human being, not just a "polit-
ical animal."

Within the context of Lindenwald, numerous questions can be raised
about Van Buren's life and lifestyle. How did he occupy himself dur-
ing the twenty-one years of his retirement? What were the vestiges
of his early legal and political careers, and what political influ-
ence did Van Buren continue to exert from Lindenwald? How did he
feel about his Dutch heritage and to what extent did his rural roots



in Kinderhook influence his penchant for agricultural pursuits in his
later life? How did Van Buren treat his family, neighbors, and ser-
vants, and how did they regard him? What were his attitudes towards
health and religion, having experienced the loss of a young wife,
infant son, two daughters-in-law, several infant grandchildren, a
grown son, and a number of close friends?

Lindenwald was not a static household, except occasionally when Van
Buren wintered in New York or traveled. It was a house filled with
family and guests, distinguished men and small grandchildren, and
workmen and servants. Entertainments included the formal dinner
party and after-dinner game of whist. Riding, fishing, hunting, and
ice skating were other frequent activities. Van Buren's December 5
birthday was celebrated, toasts were drunk on the Fourth of July, and
Van Buren was host to his son John's "large and uproarious wedding
party." Sometimes there was so much activity that chaos seemed to
reign, and the turnover of servants was constant. A1l of this is
part of the story to be interpreted.

The period of interpretation is 1841-1862, in order to encompass the
whole term of Van Buren's retirement, although the historic structure
jtself will be restored to the period 1849-1862, to preserve the
striking architectural features designed by Richard Upjohn. Inter-
pretation should provide visitors with an understanding of Van
Buren's pride of ownership, and his preoccupation with alterations
and improvements to the house, grounds, and farm, as well as an
understanding of the architectural evolution of Lindenwald.

Whatever other interpretive themes may develop, the ultimate goal of
the restoration, furnishing, and interpretation of Lindenwald should
be that, as Gideon Welles expressed in 1843, "the whole place and its
appearance honor the man and the station he once held."



OPERATING PLAN

Visitor Use

The house will be open seven days a week, nine months of the year.
Visitors will be admitted to the house by park interpretive staff via
the west door and hall (120) and will view the house on a guided-tour
basis. Because of the weight-bearing capacity of the floors and nar-
TOw passageways, tours will be limited to 15 persons. There are a
number of possible tour routes and flexibility should be maintained
in developing the interpretive program; however, the following route
is recommended.

The interpreter will provide orientation to the house in the hallway
(119), and then the tour will proceed into the fully furnished 1797
portion of the house (rooms 105, 101, 104, 106, 109, 111). The tour
will continue into the 1850 addition, where visitors will see the
pedroom (112), bathroom (114-116), and nursery (118), before going
upstairs via stairhall 110. After viewing the upstairs rooms (210,
209, 206-208, 205, 201), visitors will return downstairs, retracing
their steps. Depending upon the interests of the group, the tour may
continue downsta1rs to the basement from hall 113, to view rooms 005,

006, and 007. Visitors may then exit the house from room 009.

The recommended tour route does not include the third floor servants'
quarters due to safety considerations and incomplete documentation;
however, interpreting and/or furnishing one or two rooms might be
considered for "Living History" or other interpretive programs.

Station interpretation may be considered when visitation is heavy if
there is sufficient staff to provide security. Custom-made wooden
stanchions will outline the visitor path throughout the house and
will provide barriers rooms with minimum distraction.
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Staffing Requirements

Minimum staff to furnish, maintain, and interpret the house include:

Curator

Supervisory Park Ranger
Museum Technician
Museum Aid

Park Ranger
Maintenance Worker
Laborers (2)

Park Technician

Park Technicians (3-5)

G5-9, Full-Time

GS-9, Full-Time

GS-5, Full-Time

GS-4, Part-Time

GS-5, Full-Time

WG-9, Full-Time

WG-1/2/3, Full-Time

GS-4, Subject to Furlough
GS-3/4, Seasonal



HISTORICAL DATA

ANALYSIS OF HISTORICAL OCCUPANCY, 1839-1862

Lindenwald served as the home of the eighth President, Martin Van
Buren, for twenty-one years after he retired from the nation's high-
est public office. Located two miles southeast of Kinderhook, in
rural Columbia County, New York, Lindenwald was in the Dutch commun-
jty where Van Buren had been born and raised.

The history of the structure's architectural developments is ade-
quately dealt with in the Historic Structure Report (Howell, 1985)
and similarly, the history of Lindenwald's occupants prior to and
following Van Buren's ownership is covered in the Historic Resource
Study (Platt, 1982). This analysis of historical occupancy concerns
the Van Buren years and is divided into two phases, 1839-1848 and
1849-1862.

1839-1848

The first phase began when Martin Van Buren purchased the old Van
Ness estate; the deed was recorded on April 1, 1839, The federal-
style brick mansion, originally called "Kleinood" (Dutch for jewel,
gem, or trinket) by Judge Peter Van Ness, was, as reported in the New
York Commercia) Advertiser, "a plain, substantial, commodious house,
built in the year 1797, of the best materials, and with more regard

to confort than show."1

Van Buren, a friend of the Judge's son William, had visited Kleinood
as a young man and the following passage from Van Buren's autobio-
graphy suggests that the acquisition and maintenance of the estate
had some nosté]gic significance for him:2



As 1 approached the porch of the house...l perceived
that the lower half of the old-fashioned front door
which was divided through the middle (a style great-
ly favored by our Dutch ancestors) was closed, and
the upper open, at which the Judge was seated close
to and with his back against the lower door, for the
benefit of the light, reading a newspaper. Hearing
my steps he Tlooked around and perceiving me, in-
stantly resumed his reading in a manner which pre-
cluded me from addressing him. The door for expla-
nation, as well as that for entrance, being thus
closed upon me, and not feeling disposed to retreat,
I seized the knocker which was hanging near his
head, and gave it a somewhat emphasized rap, and as
I did so I saw a smile upon his countenance of which
my position afforded me a profile view. His son
answered the summons immediately, spoke to his fa-
ther, (who passed into the drawing room without
looking behind him) and opened the door for me....We
passed thro' the Hall, and, as we left the house by
the back door, he apologized to me for having for-
gotten the relations between his father and myself
.-+, The Judge died in the succeeding month. of Decem-
ber, possessed of considerable wealth. The estate
on which he had long resided, and on which he wag
buried, was originally settled by a family who were
relations of my father. It was sold at the close of
the Revolutionary War to pay the debts of the then
head of the family, and purchased by the Judge. He
devised it to his son William, in whose hands it
went thro' a similar process, and was purchased by
one of his creditors who sold it to me. In the many
alterations and improvements I have made in the
house I have preserved the old double-door, and its
knocker, as interesting memorials of my last inter-
view with its original owner.

A few months after having purchased the 130-acre estate for $14,000,
President Van Buren and his sons John and Smith Thompson undertook a
five-week journey from Washington, D.C., to Saratoga Springs, visit-
ing friends and relatives and "politicking.” "01d Kinderhook" was
included in the itinerary and the first account of Kleinood under the
Van Buren regime is found in a letter from Smith to his sister-in-]aw
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Angelica, wife of his older brother Abraham, then a major in the U.S.
Army. Smith somewhat disdainfully confessed:3

We were agreeably disappointed at finding the House
so good a one & the grounds in such good condition,
I am afraid, however, that our venerable Chief Mag-
istrate has not sufficient taste to make much of
them. This is high treason & you must not betray me
but he goes about with a little paper making notes
of all sorts of what he calls improvements which
strike me as any thing else; and taking the advice
of two estimable Uncles of Mine, who are first rate
farmers, but who for their sins, have never been
taught the difference between the Doric & the Ionic
Orders and who have the genuine American antipathy
to the useless occupation of fat land by old trees,
which they consider capital timbers for other pur=-
poses.,

Smith continued: "John does not take it, as much to heart, however,
as I do. He thinks we shall never live there & during our dinner was
constantly saying to us--'Eat away, good people; this is the last
dinner you ever get here!'"

John's prophecy was not realized. Van Buren was defeated in his bid
for reelection in 1840 and, in the spring of 1841, returned to Kin-
derhook to spend the "last and happiest years" of his Tife.5

It is not clear when the name "Lindenwald” was chosen for the man-
sion, although "Kleinood" was almost immediately discarded as "inap-
plicable and uninte]]igible."6 "The Locusts" was considered appro-
priate; however, that name was rejected because it had been used in
James Fenimore Cooper's novel, The ng.7 It is in a Tletter from
Angelica to her mother, Mrs. Richard Singleton, on November 1, 1840,
that "Lindenwald" first appears: "I saw all the Major's kinsfolk who
were very kind & pleased me very much. We paid several visits of
direction & inspection to Lindenwald & I hope we will hurry the move-

ments of the workmen a ]itt1e."8

11



Thus, even prior to the election of 1840, and in the face of any out-
come, preparations were underway to improve the estate, for as Angel-
ica wrote: "in any event, the family will be there for a time next
summer, "

Angelica, charged with the responsibility of securing provisions,
wrote her mother in South Carolina for assistance:1

First I want you to send me a list of supplies such
as you usually send to Charleston in the Fall when
the house is out of everything--I want it as a guide
in ordering groceries etc. for Lindenwald & I have
but an imperfect idea of the quantities of sugar
etc. especially for six months™ consumption with a
regular family of four & I fear a great deal of
strange company stopping by all through the summer
en route to Saratoga etc. & to see the President &
Smith & John & various other friends on long visits.
Then I want to get you to have your Recipe book
copied in full & all your little stray recipes which
you know to be good.

Serving as the White House hostess for the widower President, Angeli-
ca would also be the most significant female presence at Lindenwald
for the next several years, responsible for putting the house in
order. When she was not present, Lindenwald was likely to suffer

from "Bachelor missru]e."11

The next summer was indeed busy for Van Buren and his family. 1In
June 1841, within two weeks of Van Buren's moving into the house,
Lindenwald overflowed with guests as they celebrated the.marfiage of
John Van Buren to Elizabeth Vanderpoel. Shortly thereafter Abraham,
Angelica, and their new son, the ex-President's first surviving
grandchild, arrived. Smith and Martin Van Buren, Jr., were also in
residence.
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Even with all the company, Van Buren declared his house was in "per-
fect order® in September when the future Governor Silas and Mrs.
Wright spent a day with him.12

The following February, Van Buren began his "Southwestern" tour,
stopping in South Carolina to visit the Singletons, Angelica's fam-
jly, and continuing on to see his old friend Andrew Jackson at The
Hermitage in Tennessee and his old political adversary, yet still
friend, Henry Clay, at his Kentucky home, Ashland. He was greeted
everywhere most cordially, as this excerpt from a Nashville newspaper
suggests:

On Friday about eleven o'clock Mr. Van Buren visited
the Nashville Female Academy....He found the pathway
from the outer gate to the hall-door strewn with
flowers of many varieties...the young ladies with
large bouquets in their hands arrayed on either side
of the aisle that leads to the rear where the trust-
ees were seated, at once made a most magnificent
carpet of flowers upon which he advanced and was in-
troduced to the trustees....The classes from first
to last were then presented, when Miss Smith
pronounced a neat salutary address and placed a
crown of flowers upon his head, which he took off
and affixed to his left breast. The little ladies
thronged around him, literally loading him with the
choicest flowers of the season, as intimate,
apparently, as if they had always .known him
personally. A scene like this --about two hundred
young girls dressed like so many May-queens, all
life and gayety--is best appreciated by those who
witnessed it.

By the time Van Buren returned to Kinderhook in July, Smith, his
youngest son, had married Ellen King James and was living in Albany,
and John's wife Elizabeth had given birth to a daughter in Albany as
well.
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For the next several months, the house was again filled with company.

Richard B. Gooch, visiting from Virginia in September, reported to

his mother':14

I sent the information of my arrival to Mr. V.B.,
and the next morning, before I was up, Major & John
Van Buren were at the tavern for me. I went over
and spent the morning with Smith, Martin, one of the
Mrs. V.B.'s and Jonathan Kent of N.Y. worth one mil-
lion. The President and the rest of them had gone
fishing but returned about 3% with a fine bunch of
fish, of which Mr. V.B. caught 7. Also in company
Dr. Bethune, a fat jovial wine loving Democratic
Clergyman from Philadel, and J.L. Steven, well
known. At 6, we sat down to dinner and remained at
table till 9--three Mrs. V.B.'s present, cheerful
and happy. We retired % past 1 but had to be off by
% past 7 this morning. Mr., VB is growing fat. His
route in the tour was marked out in pen on a map--
7000 miles. Shook hands with 200,000 persons.

In October 1842, Van Buren wrote to his friend of long-standing, Ben-
jamin F. Butler, that a "tasty cottage" was to be built for Abraham
and Angelica on the Stuyvesant property Van Buren had given the

15 In the meantime, the son and daughter-in-law stayed at Lin-

major,
denwald where they were visited by Angelica's parents. Van Buren
remained at Lindenwald "confined by company" except for a month's

visit to Smith in Albany in December.

If the major's cottage was ever completed, there is no indication
that he and his wife occupied it, for Angelica's correspondence dur-
ing 1843 and following years was written from Lindenwald when she was
in the area. ' Perhaps Angelica's health dictated more than the com-
forts of a cottage, since she was at Lindenwald during the birth and
death of a premature baby in July 1843, and she suffered i11-health
for months both before and after the delivery. This was the second
child Angelica had lost--her little Rebecca had been buried in Wash-
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ington, D.C., three years earlier. Thankfully, two-year-old Single-
ton was healthy and growing quite "clever in talking.,"

Although Angelica was not fully recovered, the steady stream of visi-
tors continued to flow at Lindenwald and her stepriece Mary MacDuffie
("Mary Mac") was on hand to undesrtake Angelica's hostess duties. An-
gelica noted: "It amuses me to hear that the EX takes her for his
partner f?; cards} frequently & still more surprising to hear never
scolds.”

A September visit to the Charlestown Navy Yard and the Nahant resort
near Boston for sea bathing was credited with improving Angelica's
health. When she treturned to Lindenwald, she had regained consider-
able strength and wrote: "I am able to resume my usual habits except
that I travel upstairs as little as possib1e."18

Angelica was again in full command as hostess when Gideon Welles paid

a visit in October':19

It was about 9 as entering the gate we drove up a
circular drive through the Tawn to the Mansion of
the Ex President....He received me very cordially &
introduced me to his two sons Abraham & Smith & to
Mrs. A.V.B.--also to Judge Richardson....Breakfast
was on the table, and I was compelled to sit with
~them although I had breakfasted three hours before.
Mrs.- A.V, Buren sat at the head of the table, and 1
was seated at her right--the Ex-President sat oppo-
site to her & Judge R. was at his right.

In November, Angelica was catching up on her visiting calls, accumu-
lated sewing, and reading while the major went off to New York in
search of a replacement for an impertinent and intemperate, though
accomplished, dining room servant. On December 6, Angelica wrote her
mother that she and the family "still persevere in our walks--some-
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times in snow storms coming in encrusted with snow from head to
foot." She continued:20

We have for us been quite dissipated of late--yes-
terday was Poppie's birthday & he wanted his Brother
& Dr. Beekman to dine with him. We had a capital
dinner to which one of your hams contributed; oyster
soup, turkey etc., a game of six penny Loo...the Ex
on his birthnight told of his success in the politi-
cal contest before him & then 4 games of whist of
which the Dr. & I won three,

The mention of the "political contest” is one of few references in
Angelica's correspondence to political topics. Her interest was
quite casual in that regard and her attention was focused on family
and household details.

After a fierce in-party struggle, Van Buren was passed over for the
Democratic presidential nomination in 1844 in favor of James K. Polk
and life continued as usual at Lindenwald. The family increased with
the addition of Smith and Ellen's first child, Ellen James, and the
Major and Angelica's second son, Martin Van Buren III.

Tragedy struck in November when John's wife died. Elizabeth had not
been well, particularly since the death of her father, Judge James
Vanderpoel, a year earlier, and a trip to the warm climate of Madeira
had failed to cure her. Even so, the news was unexpected. The major
wrote his father from Philadelphia: "What a shocking announcement
from Albany. Poor John must have been sorely afflicted.“21

Perhaps, as his father had done following the loss of his own wife
some twenty-five years earlier, John sought solace in his legal and
political career. In 1845, the Barnburner faction of the Democratic
Party nominated him for the office of New York State Attorney General
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and he was duly elected by the legislature. He served until the
state constitution was changed in 1846, and he eventually moved with
his only child, Anna, to New York where he continued to practice law.

The elder Van Buren continued to improve and add to his property and
by 1845, he owned 220 acres of farmland, orchards, gardens, and fish
ponds. In April, William G. Bryan, a law clerk from the western part
of the state, visited the ex-President at the insistence of Governor

Silas Wright and recorded some details of Van Buren's 1ifestyle and

persona{ity in a letter to fellow Democrat, Lyman C. Draper:22

My visit being one of mere personal respect, you
might reasonably suppose that I was handsomely
treated. Although on my guard against the reported
fascination of the "Magician of Kinderhook" I was
forced to confess its charm and potency. He has a
noble residence, situated some distance from the
road, and fronted by one of the most beautiful lawns
I ever saw. This Tlawn that looked so fresh &
smoothly shaven is dotted with rare old trees of
every variety, & at the left of the house, which is
a spacious brick one, painted white, is a fine clump
of Southern Pines. Mr. V,B. told me he was very
“fond of reposing under them & hearing the wind sigh
& moan through their peculiar branches. He does not
allow the birds to be molested & they repay him in
grateful songs. He has a capital garden, & conser-
vatory, and a couple of artificial ponds, very neat
to the eye, & well-stocked with fish.

Bryan continued:23

At about four P.M., we dined--"faring sumptuously"
and I left- for the eve., boat at about J past
five.... 1 can't describe what I mean by his
fascination, but it 1is quality which he alone,
possesses, among all the public men that I have yet
seen, & which makes his friendship so peculiarly
gratifying & flattering. It is something that
belongs to ‘him, alone, which shows you that his
favors & smiles are rarely
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& cautiously bestowed and which makes you desirous
of being the favored one....I believe him to be one
of the most pure, honest & conscientious statesmen,
we have ever seen....He speaks of himself with con-
siderable frankness,--& remarked to me that "he was
surfeited with office," & was fortunate in "a tem-
perament that enabled him to appreciate & to be
gratified with leisure & retirement."

In the summer of 1845, Lindenwald reverberated with "little shrieks
of delight" as Angelica and Abraham's seven-month-old baby, named
for his grandfather, was shown the animals of the hali wallpaper. By
then, Singleton was old enough to accompany his mother and father on
a fishing excursion to the nearby creek.24 Smith visited Lindenwald
in August along with his wife, child, and nurse, while their Albany
home was undergoing repairs. Also included in the party were James
K. and Willie Paulding and Gouverneur Kemb?e.z5

Although the major and his family spent the following winter in New
York, Van Buren wrote his good friend, Francis P. Blair, that he and
Martin Jr., "alone in our glory," would "keep the flag flying at Lin-
denwald," and wou]d‘spend Christmas with Paulding at Hyde Park. The
ex-President did visit his son and family for three weeks in March,
but found the trip to New York a "dreadful job."2®

Abraham and the rest returned to Lindenwald in June, but shortly
thereafter the major was called to active duty during the war with
Mexico, which would last until February 1848. In the interval, when
Angelica was not at Lindenwald or visiting her family in South Caro-
1ina, she was at her home on New York's Fifth Avenue.

In July 1846 Van Buren received an unexpected visitor from England,
Mrs. Sarah M. Maury, and treated her and her child with the utmost
gracioushess and cordiality. After answering the door himself, Van
Buren invited her to stay, and she relates:27
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...we sat down in a cool and pleasant parlor; <ced
water, lemonade, and wine were immediately pre-
sented; we were introduced to the family of Mr. Van
Buren, and after tea rambled through the garden and
the farm. The ex-President gathered flowers for me,
led us to look at his potatoes, presented me with a
branch of delicious red currants....

Mrs. Maury found the ex-President perfectly happy to be surrounded by
his family and quoted Van Buren's friend and former Attorney General,
Henry D. Gilpin, in her book, The Statesmen of America in 1846:28

"It is impossible to describe a more affectionate
family," says one who knows him well, and loves him
much, "“than the home circle at Kinderhook. The in-
tercourse between the father and his sons is of the
most confidential and endearing kind. The amiable
disposition of Mr. Van Buren, his invariable good
humour and indulgence, make every inmate of his
household happy."

Van Buren wrote Blair in January 1847 that Lindenwald was "flowering
in the midst of snow and ice" and that he had made a series of im-
provements to the house at a cost of between $1,500 and $2,000. 1In
May, the "painters, carpenters, masons, & ditchers" were still on the

scene, but it is not apparent what the improvements consisted of.29

January 1848 found Van Buren in New York City for the season, while
Martin, Jr., visited the Blairs in Silver Spring, Maryland. The
third son's health, never very good, was failing. Not much is known
about the ex-President's namesake; however, the existing correspon-
dence indicates he possessed a good sense of humor and an eye for the
ladies, not unlike his father. His Tetter to Angelica in 1840 Tight-
heartedly describes the Washington visit of the celebrated Austrian

dancer, Fanny E]ss]er:30
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The President [Van Buren] with the ladies & gentS of
his Cabinet witnessed the "Divine Fanny" dancing
night before last. She was in good case and out
Fannied Fanny...[She] returned the P's visit yester-
day...appeared very amiable & interesting, not as
handsome as W. but excellent in figure. She sailed
gracefully through the East Circu}ar. both dining &
ante rooms in the wake of the Com & myself, & left
for the Dpt of State where Mr. Martin shewed her the
"bigseals" snuffbox etc. etc.

The Van Burens' fascination with Fanny Elssler apparently continued,
as her Tlikeness graced Lindenwald along with that of family friend
Francis Blair and other prominent persons.

Martin, Jr., described as "pleasant, unpretentious, unpretending,
civil, and amiable," never married, although he expressed some inter-
est in a Miss Croghan and had an "affair du coeur" with an unnamed
lady in 1844. At Lindenwald, Martin served as his father's secretary
until they both traveled to Europe in 1853.31

Martin Van Buren, Sr., returned to "sweet Lindenwald" in April 1848
and was “entirely alone" until May when Martin, Abraham, and Angelica
returned. Abraham had been injured during the war with Mexico and
had been promoted to the rank of brevet lieutenant colonel for "Gal-
lant and Meritorious Conduct in the Battles of Contreras and Churu-
busco." After the war, he continued in service as Paymaster in New
York City until 1854,32

Although "the Colonel" suffered from feeble eyesight and an injured
leg, he persisted in horseback riding to improve his condition. The
children, Singleton- and "Matty," were also quite active that summer,
having become "perfect little savages...running wild with the garden-
er's and farmer's children."33
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Smith's wife Ellen, who had lost an infant in 1846, was successfully
delivered of a son, Edward Livingston, in July 1848, and Angelica
gave birth to her Tast child, Travis Coles, in the fall of the same
year.

1848 was an eventful year for the ex-President himself, as he reen-
tered the political arena for the final time as the presidential can-
didate of the Free Soil Party, which opposed the expansion of slavery
into new U.S. territories. The Whig candidate, Zachary Taylor, tri-
umphed over the Democratic candidate, lLewis Cass, but Van Buren man-
aged to capture 10% of the popular vote.

1849-1862

Although Van Buren believed in 1847 that Lindenwald could "receive no
further improvement," great changes were in the offing in 1849 when
he wrote to Blair: "Don't think me deranged when I say to you that
my quiet & as was generally supposed my perfect or at least comfort-
able establishment is to be turned topsy turvy, & the music of its
feathered visitors drowned in the harsh sounds of the ax, the saw, &

the trowe]."34

These changes were precipitated by an arrangement with his youngest
son. Having had his fill of "the vices of idleness & City Life,"
Smith accepted his father's offer of becoming the "heir apparent” of
Lindenwald in exchange for Smith's Tiving at Lindenwald and pursuing
there his heretofore undistinguished professional career, presumably
in law or politics. Smith had his own requivements in the bargain,

however:35

Smith made it an indispensible condition that he
should be permitted to add sufficient to my House to

make as many rooms as he may want without entering
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upon what I now have. I at first rejected this as
impracticable without detriment to the appearance of
the old House. But he & his wife have been to New
York to consult the great architectural oracle (Mr.
Upjohn) and as I anticipate the response (which I
have not read) it will be that to accomplish the ob-
Jject satisfactorily radical changes will become
necessary--such as taking down the present stable
wings & erecting Towers in their places--the addi=
tion of Dormant %sic] Windows & God knows all what.

Ironically, Smith would thus have the perfect opportunity to rectify
what he had considered the misjudgments of his father's insufficient

taste and counsel, which had distressed his son ten years earlier
when the house was first purchased.

Van Buren conceded on the house, but insisted that the grounds, which
he had taken such a personal role in improving, would not be
touched:36

-..10 amuse myself with the changes which he would
be sure to make when I was no more I have agreed
that he may go to Work now as far only as it relates
to the buildings...the works of demolition & substi-
tution are to commence in a few days. What curious
creatures we are. 01d Mr. Van Ness built as fine an
House here as any reasonable man could,...its taste
of what was then...deemed the best. William P. came
and disfigured every thing his father had done. I
succeeded him, & pulled down without a single excep-
tion every erection he had made, & with evident ad-
vantage. Now comes Smith & pulls down many things I
had put up and makes alterations without stint. The
four operations will cost nearer fifty than forty
thousand dollars for the buildings alone. What non-
sense.

Most of Van Buren's friends, including Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Gilpin

of Philadelphia, rallied around the decision and expected that hospi-
tality at Lindenwald would not be diminished:S’
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...let me tell you how glad I was to learn that

Smith and his wife are going to join you at Linden-

wald....Their consideration too in not taking posses-
sion of your rooms so as to exclude certain annual

visitors who expect free quarters is a new mark of

their prudent consideration for which my wife and

myself will give our particular thanks.

The immense project was begun in the spring, but the disruption did
not prevent Van Buren from inviting Henry Clay to visit on his way
home from Saratoga at the end of the summer season., Angelica, on the
other hand, was confined to New York that summer, in mourning for her
mother,

The work progressed uninterrupted even by tragedy, when Smith's wife
Ellen died of consumption on Octobér 30, a few weeks after the birth
of another daughter, Catherine Barber. Leaving Martin, Jr., behind
to supervise the alterations, Van Buren, Smith, and the children
spent the winter in New York.

In the spring of 1850, Van Buren, Smith, and family returned to Lin-
denwald and Martin, Jr., again went to visit the Blairs. Ouring the
next summer and fall, Van Buren enjoyed the brandied peaches sent up
by Mrs. Blair, "glorious fishing," and the company of the Poinsetts
and the Cambrelengs, while Smith fretted over the details and ex-
penses -of the construction of Lindenwald's new library and front
porch. A1l work was successfully completed by the end of the year
and Lindenwald was transformed.

Except for a brief visit to New York in the fall, Van Buren had re-
mained within the precincts of Lindenwald, and he wrote to Benjamin
Butler in May 1851: "I have not slept out of my own bed nor spent
more than 2 evenings out of my own House."38 By that time, the colo-
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nel and his family had settled into their new home on East 21st
Street, but that did not preclude them from spending part of the sum-
mer at Lindenwald. The entertainment routine continued as usual as
Van Buren hosted Governor Throop and his party, the Blairs, and his
own niece, Miss Cantine.

In March 1853 action at Lindenwald diminished as Van Buren and Mar-
tin, Jdr., traveled to Europe, principally for the benefit of the lat-
ter's health. The ex-President toured Ireland, Scotland, England,
Italy, France, and Switzerland while the son stayed at various water-
ing places. The two were joined abroad by John, Abraham, Angelica,
and the boys in 1854, Only Smith and his three children remained
behind.

Smith made good use of his time finding a new wife, Henrietta Irving
of Oyster Bay, a great-niece of Washington Irving. They became en-
gaged in October 1854, and were married the foltowing February at
Grace Church in New York, with the famous author in attendance.

News from Europe was not as joyful. Martin, Jr.'s, health continued
to deteriorate and he died in Paris on March 19, 1855, at the age of
43. Returning to the United States in June, Van Buren buried his
youngest son in the Kinderhook Cemetery, beside Van Buren's beloved
wife Hénnah.

John and Abraham also returned to the States in 1855, while Angelica
and her sons remained in Europe another year.,

Apparently, the two-family living arrangements that had commenced at

Lindenwald in 1849 worked well and the introduction of the new Mrs,
Smith T. Van Buren on the scene posed no problems. Van Buren had

24



been extremely fond of his daughters-in-law and he undoubtedly
welcomed the addition, particularly in view of his recent Toss of
Martin, Jr. Although correspondence does not indicate what role
Henrietta played in running the household, family relations and
household opefations continued harmoniously for the next seven years.

In March 1856 Smith and Henrietta's first child, another Martin, was
born, By 1861 Henrietta, 15 years her husband's junior, would bear
two daughters, Eliza Eckford and Marion Irving.

Van Buren visited his now-widower friend Benjamin Butler and his fam=-
i1y in New York, but for the most part, admitting his "visiting days
are over," he occupied himself with reading, writing, and riding at
Lindenwald. He experienced some mishaps as a result of the latter,
fortunately none too serious. He also suffered from dyspepsia and
gout, but was still remarkably vigorous for his seventy-four years,

Smith and his family continued to divide their time between Linden-
wald and New York. Van Buren‘'s sister Diercke and niece, Christina
Cantine, however, often kept him company in the later years.

In the spring of 1858 the artist G.P.A. Healy visited Lindenwald to
undertake a portrait of the ex-President commissioned for the White
House. The completed portrait shows a dignified and robust Van
Buren; it greatly pleased the subject.

A few months later Benjamin Butler died, leaving in his will a be-
quest and tribute to his “"early patron and friend."40

Van Buren's oldest grandchild had by that time, following in his fa-
ther's footsteps, entered the United States Military Academy at West
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Point. Unfortunately, Singleton failed his required examinations and
was not able to complete his education at the academy. This fact
caused great distress to his parents and grandfather, although some
consolation could be found, as Van Buren wrote Angelica:

Nothing could have had a greater effect in relieving
my mortification at Singleton's failure than your
excellent letter,....Such indications of self posses-
sion in trouble and superiority to temporary afflic-
tions are strong proof of great strength of mind....
The first...thing...to ascertain is whether his
present humiliation has had the effect to brace his
nerves and stimulate him to the greatest possible
efforts in what he next undertakes.

In January 1860 Van Buren wrote his will, but he had yet to live
another two and a half years surrounded by his family at Lindenwald.
He lived to see the Civil War erupt in his beloved country in 1861
and was a "thorough-going Union man and no secessionist."42
however, deeply troubled and "when sensible and collected he mani- .
fested the most Tively interest in public affairs, expressed his
confidence in Mr. [Abraham] Lincoln and General [George] McClellan,
denounced Mr. [James] Buchanan fervently, and declared that the

rebellion would be put down without any permanent damage to the
43

He was,

Union."

Weakened by asthma and its complications, Martin Van Buren died at
Lindenwald on July 24, 1862. Funeral services were held at Linden-
wald for the immediate family and then at the Dutch Reformed Church
where the ex-President had worshipped during his many years in Kin-
derhook. The obituary in the New York Times poignantly described the
mood of the village on the day Van Buren was laid to r'est:4

The pleasant village of Kinderhook, on the far up
Hudson, long since made famous as the birthplace and
residence of Martin Van Buren, the boon-companion,
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friend, counselor and successor in office of Andrew
Jackson, yesterday paid her last earthly honors to
her favorite son. While in other portions of the
country the thousands of flags, waving at half-mast,
bespoke the sorrow of the Natfon at the loss of an
Ex-President, in the village of Kinderhook the em-
blems of mourning were of a more heartfelt charac-
ter, and betokened a deeper sorrow at the loss of an
old neighbor, a kind friend, and an esteemed citi-
zen. Business was entirely suspended in the vil-
lage, the stores were all closed, and many of them,
as well as the principal hotel of the place, were
draped in mourning. The people of the surrounding
country appeared to have turned out en masse to the
funeral, and the number of old men to be seen among
them was truly a marvel. It would hardly seem that
the Ex-President, octogenarian though he was, out-
lived a majority of friends of his boyhood.

Afterword. Van Buren had hoped that Lindenwald would remain in the

family, and it was offered first to Smith under the terms of the

will: 3

Lastly, I hereby give devise & bequeath to my three
sons Abraham, John & Smith Thompson all the remain-
der & residue of my personal estate not required for
the purposes of my Will under the provisions above
made, & all my real estate wheresoever situated, to
be equally divided between them, To Have and to Hold
their respective shares thereof to them, their heirs
& assigns forever, subject to the following condi-
tions & reservations, Viz first that out of avails
of the sale of Lindenwald there shall be reserved &
paid over to my son Smith Thompson his heirs or as-
signs the sum of Seven Thousand five hundred dollars
in full satisfaction for his advances towards the
expenses incurred by the additions to and improve-
ments upon the dwelling house & out buildings with
the expectation that the Place would be devised to
him upon terms that would be equitable in respect to
his brothers, the payment to be without interest
during my life time. Secondly, that upon the sale
of Lindenwald the preference shall be offered in
succession to my sons, beginning for the reason
above assigned & no other, with the youngest, if the
son accepting the same is willing to pay therefor as
much as the place can be sold for in the market.
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The youngest son, however, chose to move his family to Dutchess
County. Abraham was settled comfortably in New York, so it devolved
upon John to purchase his brothers' jnterests in the estate.

John lived at Lindenwald with his daughter for about a year, but suf-
fering from i11 health and financial difficulties, he could not man-
age both Lindenwald and his New York law practice and was compelled
to dispose of the property in 1864, Thus, after a quarter-century of
the VYan Buren regime, John and Anna were the last of the ex-Presi-
dent’s line to inhabit Lindenwald and call Kinderhook home. John
returned to New York and outlived his father by only four years,
Anna stayed with the colonel's family until she married in 1870,

Abraham and Angelica remained a part of New York society until their
respective deaths in 1873 and 1878. Singleton, Mat, and Travis, all
unmarried, died within eleven years of their mother,

Smith died in 1876, survived by his wife and all of the children,
save Edward, the oldest son. Henrietta eventually moved to England
and died forty-five years after her husband, in 1921. Her donation
of the Van Buren papers to the Library of Congress in 1904-1905 was
most fortunate,

Martin IV died unmarried in New York in 1942 and his sister Eliza
sometime before. Smith's three other daughters--Catherine, Ellen,
and Marion--each married and the latter two had children whose de-
scendants are now actively involved in the restoration of Lindenwald.

For additional information on the Van Buren family, their servants,

visitors to Lindenwald, and a list of owners of the property, see
Appendixes G-K of this report.
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EVIDENCE OF ROOM USE, 1841-1862

Introduction

Evidence of room functions and original furnishings at Lindenwald
during the Van Buren period, c. 1841-1862, is not abundant. Great
effort has been made in this Historic Furnishings Report, however, to
gather what scant evidence exists, evaluate it, and present it in a
coherent fomat,

In this section of the report is presented the documentary and physi-
cal evidence for usage of, and particular furnishings in, each room.
Much documentary evidence is taken from the Historic Resource Study
(PTlatt, 1982), which concentrates on the Richard and Richard M. Up-
john Papers at the New York Public Library and on Richard Upjohn's
"Plan Book" at Columbia University's Avery Library. Other sources
adding to the documentary evidence are various writings of Van Buren,
his family and contemporaries, as well as late nineteenth- and early
twentieth-century newspaper accounts, architectural drawings, photo-
graphs, and oral history. All references are listed with their re-
spective sources.,

Physical evidence, also presented room by room, is extracted from the
Historic Structure Report (Howell, 1985}, including the "Finishes
Study" which details wallpaper research. The physical evidence
listed in this section is only that which is relevant to the Van
Buren period. For detailed information on structural features and
changes from 1797 to 1974, the reader is directed to the HSR.

The room-by-room summaries of room functions present my own conclu-

sions based on all of the direct evidence, on the HSR's determina-
tions and suppositions, and on period practice.
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The following section of this report presents evidence of original fur-
nishings at Llindenwald, not room specific. An introductory essay
gives the background of Van Buren's furnishing tastes and practices
prior to his occupying Lindenwald as well as an overview of furnish-
ings at Lindenwald, c. 1841-1862, and in the post-Van Buren period.

This section is arranged by specific furniture and furnishing type.
References are given for each type, using much the same documentary
sources as outlined above.

Extant furniture and furnishings are also described to contribute to
the evidence and a summary of all evidence concludes the discussion
of each type. Additional information on furnishings for each room
is found in the Recommended Furnishings Section of this report.

ROOM USE

Room 005--Servants' Dining Room

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1845, June 7. ASVB to Mrs. Singleton (LC-ASVB)

“There is still a good deal to do in the way of getting the house
straight again...2 doz. napkins 1 doz. chamber towels...pantry &
kitchen are already marked & put in uge."

2, 1849, December 3. STVB to Richard Upjohn [RU] (P1att, HRS,
p. 89)

"Another test of the cause of the difficulty, and of the direction in
which the flames lies, was afforded on Saturday last. For the accom-
modation of the glazier a fire was started in the room in the old
house under the breakfast room, where a fire has been used every win-
ter since the house was occupied by my father, & the consequence of
tinkering with the flues was that the smoke filled the breakfast room
to such a degree that the glazier was obliged to seek another place
for his work & the fire was necessarily extinguished."
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3. 1938, February. Victor A, deProsse, "Basement Plan--Linden-
wa] dll

"Syts Dining R."
4, Tradition, HSR

“Servants' dining room."

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Wallpaper (W001}, HSR-FS

Call bells, HSR

Base cabinet and shelves in NE corner, HSR
Proximity to kitchen (006), HSR

Stairway to dining/breakfast room (109), HSR

Fireplace, HSR

SUMMARY: Although there is no period documentary evidence for its
function, the HSR accepts this room as the "servants' dining room"
based on the oral tradition of the deProsse family and on physical
evidence such as the proximity to the kitchen, call bells, and the c.
1850 wallpaper.

The location of this room in the basement denotes its use by ser-
vants. A "butler's pantry" would be a logical period use for a room
adjacent to the kitchen and family dining area and the cabinet and
shelves do indicate some storage capability in this room. The
decorative wallpaper and the ariginal existence of a fireplace,
however, indicate a more social function for this room, Perhaps it
cerved concurrently as a butler's pantry and as a dining room for the
servants.

Room 006--Kitchen

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1845, June 7. ASVB to Mrs. Singleton (LC-ASVB)
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"There is still a good deal to do in the way of getting the house
straight again...2 doz. napkins 1 doz. chamber towels...pantry &
kitchen are already marked & put in use."

2. 1849, December 3. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 89)

"Barney's reply about the flues and the damage to the walls is not
admissable [sic], because the damage resulted mainly and in the first
instance, from smoke caused by a single fire in the wash room (first
started by himself to try the draft and afterward continued by the
servants for household purposes) returning into the other rooms where
there were no fires: viz. into the Kitchen thro' the open-door, and
into the Bed-room and the bath-Room thro' their respective flues."

3. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Basement Plan--Lindenwald"

"Kitchen.“

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Cast-iron range and ovens on N wall (Moses Pond Union Range), HSR
Circular brick oven in NW corner, HSR

Pipes and markings for sink in SW corner, HSR

Storage cabinets between windows, HSR

SUMMARY: The physical evidence is conclusive for a kitchen function
in this room after the 1849 Upjohn alterations. The Tocation of the

kitchen before 1849 remains a mystery (HSR). It may have been locat-
ed in 005 or, as possibly, in one of the former wings.

Room 007--Washroom (Laundry Room)

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1849, November 22. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 86)

“If you had been here since McGuire left I am sure you would have

seen enough to satisfy you of the justice of my complaints. The
flues from the Wash-room, Bed-room and Bath-room have smoked so bad-

ly that the walls are entirely black, and the ceiling also of the
Bed room destroyed."

36



2. 1849, December 3. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 88)

"Barney's reply about the flues and the damage to the walls is not
admissable [sic], because the damage resulted mainly in the first in-
stance, from the smoke caused by a single fire in the wash room
(first started by himself to try the draft and afterward continued by
the servants for household purposes) returning jnto the other rooms
where there were no fires: viz. into the Kitchen thro the open-door,
and_ intoc the Bed-room and the bath-Room thro' their respective
flues."

3. 1850, April 20. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 90)

" .1 promised him to say to you that the Wash-room flue is at length
cured--having experienced the reverse of the natural rule, viz. being
smoked before it was cured: and well smoked it was."

4, 1850, July 27. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 99)

“The Laundry flue continues to smoke as badly as ever--rendering the
use of the room impossible frequently & always more or less uncom-
fortable: & I have had a mason here almost all the time pointing up
some rough work, & tinkering on the flues."

5. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Basement Plan--Lindenwald”

"Room. "

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Hand pump {(Downes & Co., Seneca Falls No. 3), HSR

Lead-1ined wood sink, HSR

Cast-iron fireback, HSR

Pivot for bell pull wire on N wall, HSR

SUMMARY: Documentary evidence c. 1849 indicates the washroom was lo-
cated in the basement next to the kitchen, "thro' the open-door," and

there is physical evidence of plumbing to corroborate the laundry
function in this room.
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Room 101--Bedroom

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1841, May 15. MVB to Harriet Butler [HB] (Platt, HRS, p. 58)

"This is to be the best Bed Room & is downstairs.”

2, 1841, May 17. HB to MVB (Platt, HRS, p. 59)

"...two kinds of paper for the lower bedroom..."

3. 1891, G.A. Townsend, in "New York Sun"

“To the left was the ex-President's living room, or double parlor; to
the right sitting room and dining room."

4, 1938, February. V.A, deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

“Dining Room."

5. Figs. 1, 2, this report.

Photographs, c¢. 1930s (bedroom).

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Fireboard #88 (border matches upstairs bedroom), HSR-FS

Tack with wool fibers from floor, Memo, 0. Carroll to C. Kohan, and
Memo, E. McManus to B. Cliver, May 12 and 14, 1984. See Recommended
Furnishings, Room 101, #14.

Secondary decorative treatment, HSR

Hot-air register in floor, HSR

Bell system, HSR

SUMMARY: Period documentary evidence and physical evidence, partic-
ularly the border of the fireboard from this room, point to this
room's use as a bedroom during the historic period; the c¢. 1930s pho-
tograph also shows bedroom furnishings. Townsend's 1891 reference to

a dining room here is not substantiated by pre-1862 evidence and may
simply reflect a later use of the room.
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Room 102--~Closet

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE: None

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: None

Room 103--Closet

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE: None

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:
Opening for hot-air register in S and E walls, HSR

Ghost of object on E wall, HSR

Room 104--Sitting Room

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1843, June 20 and 22, ASVB to Mrs. RS (LC-ASVB)

"We have had a fire in the sitting room nearly every day & occasion-
ally even in my bedroom.”

2. 1891, G.A. Townsend, in "New York Sun"

"To the left was the ex-President's living room, or double parlor; to
the right sitting room and dining room."

3. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald

"Green Room."

4, Figs. 3, 4, 5

Photographs, c¢. 1930s.
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Fireboard #85, HSR«FS

Wallpaper (W005) sample in situ, HSR-FS

White marble mantel, HSR

Cast-iron fireback, HSR

Decorative woodwork, HSR

Hot-air register, HSR

Bell system, HSR

SUMMARY: Physical evidence such as the decorative woodwork, white
marble mantelpiece, and pier mirror suggest a social function for
this room, similar to that of Room 106 across the hall. Period prac-
tice and Angelica Van Buren's reference to a "sitting room" suggest

that a slightly Tess formal gathering place for family and friends
may have been located in this room.

Room 105«-Hall

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1841, May 15. MVB to HB (Platt, HRS, p. 58)

"Let the paper be neat but not expensive. Something like that we
first selected for the lower Hall might do."

2. 1841, May 17. HB to MVB {Platt, HRS, p. 59)

"The Hall paper you will observe is an old favorite of mine..."

3. 1843, August 24. ASVB to Mrs. RS (LC-ASVB)

“...by using great caution I was able to be carried down & laid on
the Hall sofa."
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4, 1843, October 19. Gideon Welles, Journal (LC-Welles)

"It is a large house, built of brick, with the front rooms and most
spacious hall extending through the body of the house.™

5. 1845, June 7. ASVB to Mrs. RS (LC-ASVB)

" . .his little shrieks of delight can be heard all over the house
when he is shown the dogs, cows, etc. of the Hall paper."

6. 1849, October 23. T.B. Van Slyck to R. Upjohn {Platt, HRS,
p._83)

"..ﬁthe opening is made close to the partition wall of the old hall

7. 1850, May 13. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 93)

"My father complains that I have made his hall dark, by my improve~
ments."

8. 1850, May 5. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 93)

"You may send me...also the drawing you mentioned for a Glass door
leading from the old Hall to the new."

9. 1850, July 27. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 95)

"I think an ordinary door (painted white 1ike the other woed work in
the Hall--instead of Blk. walnut) will answer, with the Glass of
white plate containing 4 large panes, & a border only such as you
have drawn, of stained glass. What do you think of this?"

10. 1854 (recalling c. 1804 visit). MVB Autobiography (Da Capo
Press, 1973 ed., p. 17) _

"We passed thro' the Hall, and, as we left the house by the back door
(1]

11. 1891, G.A. Townsend (as quoted in Collier, 1914, p. 377, and
Eberlein, 1924, p. 219)

"Beyond the door appeared a fine straight hall which was paced as
being about fifty-five by fifteen feet and appeared to be eleven or
twelve feet high. Its four doors were in the early carpentry of this
century with manipulation around their tops. At the rear, nearly
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concealed in the side of the hall, under a sort of alcove, was a
stairway, pretty wide and low and long-stepped. The feature of this
hall, I had almost said its beauty, is the foreign wallpaper, in
large landscapes...” )

12, 1906, February 22, "The Columbia Republican." E.P, Hoes,
quoting his father P.V.B. Hoes

“One day soon after he (VB) had settled at Lindenwold [sic] a caller
was approaching his surroundings and remarked: 'Ah, I see, sir, you
have an old fashioned Dutch clock in the hall.'"

13. H. Peckham, History of C.M. Van Buren, 1913, p. 119

“...drawing of the Coat-of-Arms...remembered by persons still living
as having hung on the wall of the hall at Lindenwald."

14. D.T. Lynch, An Epoch and a Man, 1929, p. 508

"On a mahogany console in the great hall was the familiar punchbow]

15, 1938, February. V.A, deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

"Banquet Hall."
16.  Figs. 6,7, 8, 9

Photographs, c¢. 1917, 1930s.

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Scenic wallpaper and dado in situ, HSR-FS
Brussels carpet in situ, HSR

Chandelier, HFR

3 Ceiling medallions, HSR

2 Hot-air registers, HSR

Bell system, HSR
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SUMMARY: The use of this room as a hall is well-documented in Martin
Yan Buren, Van Buren family, and other period manuscripts. A formal
dining function is suggested primarily by oral tradition, by the ex-
istence of a large dining table which extends to seat 30 and could
fit in no other space, and by the presence of the decorative scenic
wallpaper, Brussels carpet, chandelier, and bell system.

Room 106--Drawing Room or Parlor

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1841, May 17. HB to MVB (Platt, HRS, p. 59)

"There was no pattern among them that would match very well with the
drawing room paper...”

2. 1843, October 19. G. Welles, Journal (LC)

"] was shown by a boy into the East or rather SE room (for the house
has a S.E. front), and the President in a few moments came from the
opposite room.”

3. 1846, January 16 (recalling April 1845 visit). W.G. Bryan to
..C. Draper (WHS) :

"The house is richly~but plainly furnished--as you enter the parlor
you see on the right of the door an excellent painting of Jefferson,
on the left of Jackson."

4, S.M., Maury, The Statesmen of America in 1846, p. 68

" . .we sat down in a cool and pleasant parlor; ice water, lemonade,
and wine were immediately presented...”

5. 1854 (recalling c. 1804 visit). MVB Autobiography (Da Capo
Press, 1973 ed., p. 17}

[Peter Van Ness] "passed into the drawing room without looking behind
him,.."

6. 1891, G.A, Townsend, in "New York Sun"

"Beneath the center in the main storey [sic] is a small covered por-
tico, with easy flights of steps and bq]usters. To the left was the
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ex-President's 1living room or double parlor; to the right sitting
room and dining room...I entered the parior, and through it the 1i-

brary. The parlor is double, and closets are contained within the
frame of its folding door. Pieces of Mr. Van Buren's furniture are

still here, although the late Aaron Vanderpoel, who resided in Kin-
derhook, got a good deal of it. Veneered mahogany was the general

material. A tall gilt mirror remains, and a carved dressing case.

7. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

“Red Room."

8. Figs. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15

Photographs, c¢. 1930s.

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Pier mirror, in_situ, HSR

Fireboard #84, HSR-FS

Wallpaper (W006) sample in situ, HSR-FS

Gray marble mantel, HSR

Most decorative woodwork (including ogee arch), HSR
8 Drapery Hooks (2 over each window), HSR

4 Picture hanging buttons, HSR

1 Picture hook over mantel, HFR (CEK)

1 Hook over mirror, HFR {CEK)

Tack marks, 3' width, HSR

Grass matting sample, HSR

Bell system, HSR

SUMMARY: Physical evidence such as the highly decorative woodwork,

gray marble mantelpiece, pier mirror, and hardware for hanging drap-
eries and pictures, is abundant for designating this room as the
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drawing room or parlor, i.e,, the formal room where guests were en-
tertained. The documentary evidence suggests that the Van Burens
called it the drawing room.

Room 107--Closet

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:

1. 1891, G.A. Townsend, in "New York Sun"

“The parlor is double, and the closets are contained within the frame
of its folding door."

PRYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Shelves and moulded ledgers, HSR

Room 108--Closet: Stairway from 109 to 005

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE: None.

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:
Wallpaper (W001) fragments, HSR-FS

Room 109--Dining Room or Breakfast Room

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
l. 1841, May 15. MVB to HB (Platt, HRS, p, 58)

"No. 3 Let this be of the same kind with that which was sent for the
dining Room, yellow with gold &c."

2. 1841, May 17. HB to MVB (Platt, HRS, p. 59)

"There was no pattern among them that would match very well with the
drawing room paper--there was one gold one which I thought might an-
swer for the dining room..."
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3. . 1843, October 19. G. Welles, Journal (LC)

"I was shown by a boy into the Fast or rather SE room...the President
in a few moments came in from the opposite room..,.Breakfast was on
the table...”

4. 1849, October 23. T.B. Van Slyck to RU (Platt, p.85)

"...I received your favour yesterday with the drawing for the break-
fast room door...." [See Room 1llLibrary, reference 9.]

5. 1849, December 3, STVB to RU (Platt, p. 89)

"For the accommodation of the glazier a fire was started in the room
in the old house under the breakfast room, where a fire has been used
every winter since the house was occupied by my father, & the conse-
quence of tinkering with the flues was that the smoke filled the
breakfast room to such a degree that the glazier was obliged to seek
another place for his work & the fire was necessarily extinguished."

6. Ca. 1862, as described in D.T. Lynch, An Epoch and a Man
1929, pn. 508

"On a sideboard in the dining room stood rows of bottles and decanta-
er..." :

7. 1891, G.A. Townsend, in "New York Sun"

"To the left was the ex-President's 1iving room, or double parlor; to
the right sitting room and dining room."

8. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

llDen. "

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Fireboard #87, HSR-FS

"Waffled”" texture of wall from wallpaper (WO006), HSR-FS
Tack marks, HSR

Secondary decorative treatment, HSR

Proximity to basement (kitchen, etc.), HSR
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SUMMARY: This room and room 106 were described by Townsend in 1891
as the "double parlor." This room is connected to 106 through the
ogee arch and did bear the same wallpéper. The dining/ breakfast
function, however, is strongly indicated in period documents and by
the room's proximity to the kitchen.

Room 110--Stairway

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
1. 1891, G.A. Townsend, as quoted in Collier, 1914, p. 377

"At the rear, nearly concealed in the side of the hall under a sort
of alcove, was the stairway, pretty wide and low and long-stepped."

2. MAVA Photo Files

Photograph, c. 1930s

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
Scenic wallpaper and dado in situ, HSR-FS
Wallpaper (W015) fragments, HSR-FS

Decorative bracket on right side of arched opening, HSR

Room 111l--Library

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:

1. 1841, November 19. "Washington Globe," quoting "New York
Commercial Advertiser"” {Platt, HRS, p. 64)

“"The Ex-President begins the day with a ride of ten or fifteen miles
on horseback; after breakfast he is engaged with workmen till he is
tired, and then batakes himself to the library, which he is constant-
ly entarging.”

2. 1843, October 19. G. Welles, Journal (LC)

"Going out he showed us his library, a large & very fine room very
well filled with books which, without examining them I thought were
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chiefly law books and state papers. Passing out South westerly, we
saw the first outlines of his farm..."

3, 1846, January 16 (recalling April 1845 visit). W.G. Bryan to
L.C. Draper (WHS)

"I passed some hours in his Library. His collection of books is
large, & the number of works on all political subjects--essays--
tracts--statistics--various economies--treatises on Government &c &c
is immense, even for a statesman--1 observed, too, that most of them
were thumbed, the leaves hastily turned down, & the margins often
covered with notes & references in his own hand. You can form but
small idea, from this, of the number of political books, & the amount
of time he must have consumed in examining them. They embraced every
imaginable subject of public concern, & emanating from the pens, &
were printed in the language of authors in most civilized countries.
One side of the room seemed devoted to works of American Authors, ex-
clusively--You can hardly call to mind a modern production that was
not on his shelves with a Tine or two from the author, on the blank
page, presenting it to his acceptance & regards. These notes in the
characteristic style of the various writers, I found particularly
interesting--one wd be couched in brief & truly Republican terms, an-
other would teem with all the gracious & high sounding epithets of
Oriental diplomacy--& another--but lock at the Tist of Authors & you
can fancy what each would naturally say in presenting his favorite
work to a man like Mr. Van Buren--At about four P.M. we dined--"far-
ing sumptuously" and I left for the eve. boat at 1/2 past 5.--1 must
not forget to remark that I saw over the mantel piece of the Library
an engraved Tlikeness of Mr. Clay, & that I saw scattered about the
room a number of the vilest & funniest caricatures of himself. One,
I recollect, exhibiting him as a fox hard chased by a pack of Whig
hounds!!"

4, 1846, November 18, MVB to Francis P. Blair (LC-Blair Family
papers)
"Martin has promoted your 1ikeness, by taking you from under Miss

Fanny Elssier & placing you in a fine frame in the Library under Gen-
eral Jackson & next to your friend Clay--"

B. 1848, July 15, MVB to E. Anthony {NYPL)

“I have received the engraved portrait of Mr. Clay which you have had
the goodness to present to me. To show you that you do me but jus-
tice in believing that political difference would not distract from
the satisfaction with which I would receive this faithful likeness of
an American Statesman & exquisite work of taste, I need only say that
a likeness of Mr. Clay has for several years occupied a place in my
library..."
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6. 1849, May 30, RU Plan Book (Platt, HRS, p. 113)

"Bay window in Library inside and outside elevations, section, and
return of cornice, Single windows of Library etc..."

7. 1849, September 3. RU Plan Book (Platt, HRS, p. 114)

"Sept 3rd Smith T Van Buren. Plan of Mr. Van Burens house viz Li-
brary door jamb of tower doors to 1 in scale and full size."

8. 1849, October 4. B. McGuire to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 84)

"I have recd your letter on yesterday afternoon, the width of the
Chimney Breasts are as follows Viz. Nursery: 5 ft 4 in; Library: 5
ft. 2 5/8 in."

9. 1849, October 23. T.B. Van Slyck to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 85}

"...I received your favour yesterday with the drawing for the break-
fast room door and write to inform you that 1 cannot get a two foot
six inch door in the opening the Largest size that i can get in is
two feet the opening is made close to the partition wall of the old
hall which brings the arcatrave [sic] of the Library door..."

10. 1850, April 20. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 91)

"Pray hurry on the Library & Hand-rail. Did I understand they were
to be done by the same hand? I saw a Library designed for Mr. Bar-
nard in Albany--which pleased me, & only cost $200. It was black
walnut and plain--but was as much prettier than Mr. 's (in
14th St.) as Kelly's was before Barnards..."

11. 1850, May 5. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 91)

"The plans &c enclosed are all right. As to the Library you seem to
have forgotten our arrangement: which was that you should have the
plan (when completed) estimated upon by one or two competent persons
at New York and then Tet me Know the result, & that the person taking
the job might also put up the hand-rail on the Tower stairs: & in-
clude that in his estimate."

12, 1850, May 13. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 92)

"The estimates for the Library differ so much that I must submit the
matter to your discretion. If you know & can rely upon the person
who offers to do the work for $300. of course, you will give it to
him. Please let me know, in your reply, whether you have so deter-
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mined. The sooner it is completed the better, altho' I suppose the
contractor will have sufficient inducement for dispatch on his own
account.

P.S. How many feet of wire-work did you say? I cannot make out your
figures. Please tell me also if you can about what the glass for the
glass door will cost."

13. 1850, May 17. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 98)

"Estimate of Mason's work $2492,
Do__ Carpenter's 2850.
Do__Library (incTuding wire work) 340,
Do___Porch___ ' 500.

Supposed cost of Hand rail to be made by
the Library Contractor, or some other
person 50.
f 6232.
5.
5% com___ $ 311.60
Deduct heretofore paid 150.
Bal.-- $ 161.60

To this should be added the Blk. walnut door and the caps'for the
tower-columns--the latter cost about $15. The former I do not know.
I have added in the check 75 cts. being 5% on $15. Check...$162.35."

14, 1850, June 28. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 94)

"I have had a visit from Mr. Halenback [Hollenbeck] who promises to
be here with his book-cases about the 15th July..."

15, 1850, July 27. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 95)

"I wish to remind you that the Library man will be here on Monday,
and that I am without the Porch-plans, on which I wish to have his
estimate..."

16. 1850, August 14, T.C. Moore to RU (Platt, HRS, pp. 95-96)

"Please give me the length & width of mesh concluded on for Mr, V
Burens Secretary & as near as practicable the Size of wire to be made
of. I called at your office & left word for this & hoped to have

heard from you on this.”
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17. Platt, HRS, fn. 37, p. 96

"Van Burens House Cabinet" docketed on reverse side.

18. 1850, August 22, T.C. Moore to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 96)

"The doors for Mr. Van Burens book case are all done, and subject to
your divections. I send on herewith for your inspection & hope they
will please any directions you may send me relative to forwarding
will be attended to I presume they will not require to be boxed."

19. 1860, January 18. MVB, Will, Columbia County Courthouse

"My miscellaneous library is intended to be included in this beguest
(to STVB} but not my law library, which I bequeath to my son John."

20, 1867, February. STVB, introduction, to MVB's Inquiry into the
Origin & Course of Poilitical Parties in the U.S., p. viii

"The citation from Cicero on the title-page was found on Mr. Van
Buren's table, 1in his 1library, extracted in his own handwriting
whether only as a terse declaration of the law by the spirit of which
his pen was guided, or as a possible motto for his complete work is
not known."

21, 1891, G.A. Townsend, in "New York Sun"

“lI entered the parlor and through it the library...the library is a
simple room, 25 by 30 feet, with plenty of light, and the tall win-
dows in white sashes. Van Buren was not a great reader, but he loved
literary society, and the engraved picture of the authors of America
is in this room, as if they were welcome here--Cooper, Bryant, lLong-
fellow, Irving, Prescott, Willis, and others."

22. 1891. P.V.8. Hoes, "New York Times," August 6, 1898, quoted
by E.P. Hoes, in The Columbia Repository, February 22, 1906

"Mr. Van Buren spent some money in further beautifying Lindenwold,
[sic] adding a library on one side, a large addition in the rear, and
a tower,..the beautiful Tibrary is turned into a kitchen,.."

23. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

"Library."
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Double arched bay window, HSR

Brown paint layer, HSR-FS

Carved yellow marble mantelpiece, HSR
Woodwork of primary space, HSR

Faint horizontal markings suggesting furniture 9' high, not directly
against walls, HSR

Tack marks on floor, Blaine Cliver, NAHPC

SUMMARY: The library was an important part of Van Buren's home from
the time he first occupied Lindenwald in 1841. Itg original location
is not known, although it is presumed to have been in a wing on the
southwestern side (see G. Welles, Journal) of the house.

A new library with a bay window was added in 1849-50, and room 111
is the only room thus corresponding with Richard Upjohn's Plan Book. ‘

Also, there is evidence for bookcases along the east, west, and south
walls of this room. Before moving to Lindenwald, Smith T. Van Buren
lived at 3 Academy Park in Albany and he admired the black walnut
Tibrary that had been designed for attorney Daniel D. Barnard's home
at 1 Academy Park. Mr. Barnard's home (now 1 Elk Street), is still
extant, however, the interior has been completely refurbished and a
very large bookcase used there by the Bar Association of New York is
not believed to be original to the building.

Bookcases designed by Upjohn for Robert Kelly's New York home in 1842
still exist in two museum collections and their Romanesque style
would not be inconsistent with the architectural details of room 111,
These bookcases do not, unfortunately, have the "wire mesh" which is
documented for the Van Buren bookcases.

Room 112--Bedroom

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1849, May 30. RU Plan Book (Platt, HRS, p. 113)

"Double window of bed room....Cornices of hall, nursery bed room and

bath room..." .
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2. 1849, October 4. B. McGuire to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 84)

"The Bed room fire place has no projection, the opening of the fire
place is ft 2 ft. - § 3/4 [sicl."

3. 1849, November 22. STVB to RU {Platt, HRS, p. 86)

“The flues from the Wash-room, Bed-room, and Bath-room have smoked so
badly that the walls are entirely black, and the ceiling also of the
Bed room destroyed...."

4, 1849, December 3. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, pp. 88-89)

" ..the damage resulted mainly and in the first instance, from smoke
caused by a single fire in the wash room...returning into the other
rooms where there were no fires: viz. into the Kitchen thro the open-
door, and into the Bed-room and the bath-Room thro' their respective
flues."

5. 1938, February. V.A, deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

"School R."

PHYSICAL EVIDERCE:
Wallpaper (W011) fragments, HSR-FS

Tack holes not visible (matting in room}, HSR (interview with
deProsse/Akers family, July 7, 1981)

White marble hearth, HSR

Double window, HSR

Cornice moulding, HSR

Secondary woodwork treatment, HSR

Built-in storage cabinet (late 19th, early 20th century), HSR
SUMMARY: The HSR notes that "no other space designed by Upjohn suc-
cumbed to as much fabric alteration and deterioration as this room."
The original bedroom function, however, is obvious from the combined

documentary evidence c¢. 1849 and physical evidence, particularly the
double window and cornice moulding, As the Tlargest chamber in the

addition, this bedroom is presumed to have been used by Smith T, Van
Buren and his second wife.
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Room 113/117--Tower Stair Hall

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1849, November 22. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 86)

“Mr. Vanslyck requests me to say that he will be ready for McGuire
the last of next week. I have also to say that he omitted to make
the change at the foot of Tower stair-case by my advice. When I saw
you 1in Albany a month or six weeks ago I understood that the first
flight would be taken down at once & at the expence [sic] of the car-
penters, to make it accord with the plan. The next time I came here
I found that this had not been done; altho' it is to be attended to.
There being work enough to do to get the house enclosed & make it
habitable, I at once determined that I would suffer the inconvenience
of a narrow passage at the foot of the stair, rather than give even
s0 slight an excuse for further delay, & that nothing already com-
gleted should be disturbed. I told him therefore to dispense with a
ost. & to carry the hand-rail around the edge of the lower step as
it was."

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:
Plaster walls & ceiling white-coated & unpainted, HSR
Floor untreated, HSR

Segmental door arch into 109, HSR

SUMMARY: The function of this area as the tower stair hall is obvi-
ous.

Room 114/115/116--Bathroom and Dressing Area; Water Closet; Small Hall

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1849, May 30. RU Plan Book (Platt, HRS, p. 113)

“Cornices of hall, nursery bed room and bath room..."
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2. 1849, October 4. B. McGuire to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 84)

“The Shelve of the Bath room Mantle will be of the following Shape:

£t in

XY,

1/4; ~
i :f::

° 3 7/¢

7 fe in ¢
3 - 07/%

[ Y LN

...1 took the form of the Bath Room Shelve on a Board of 9 in. 1/2
wide it runs under the Square at One end for that Width. 3 1/4
inches and On the Other it runs over it 3 7/8 dinches...."

3. 1849, November 22, STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 86)

“The flues from the Wash-room, Bed-room, and Bath-room have smoked so
badly that the walls are entirely black, and the ceiling also of the
Bed room destroyed....”

4. 1849, December 3. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, pp. 88-89)

"...the damage resulted mainly and in the first instance, from smoke
caused by a single fire in the wash room...returning into the other
rooms where there were no fires: viz. into the Kitchen thro the open-
door, and into the Bed-room and the bath-Room thro' their respective
flues."

5. 1850, January 7. RU Plan Book (Platt, HRS, p. 114)

"January 7, 1850, Martin Van Buren. Plan for Bath Case to 1 in scale
and Detail full size.”

6. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

"gath Room" (114); "Toilet" (115)

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Cream paint with blue pigment particles on walls, HSR-FS
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Sink on E wall, HSR

Copper-lined wooden cased bathtub in Nw corner, HSR

Marble mantelpiece, HSR

Secondary woodwork treatment, HSR

Cornice & plaster ceiling unpainted, HSR

Unpainted floor, HSR

Water closet and water supply tank (115) in sity {Wedgwood bowl), HSR
Oculus window, HSR

SUMMARY:  Physical and documentary evidence are conclusive for the
bathroom and water closet functions. Since Upjohn's plan for the
“Bath Case” bears the notation "Martin Van Buren" rather than his
usual "Smith T. Van Buren" or "S.T. Van Buren," this may mean either
that the bath was for MVB's primary or exclusive use or that it was

billed to him because it was not for the exclusive use of Smith's
househoTd. The latter explanation seems more likely.

Room 118--Nursery

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1, 1849, May 30, _RU Plan Book {Platt, HRS, p. 113)

"Cornices of hall, nursery bed room and bath room..,."

2. 1849, October 4, B. McGuire to RU (P1att, HRS, p. 85)

"I have recd your letter on yesterday afternoon, the width of the
Chimney Breasts are as follows Viz.: Nursery 5 ft. 4 in; Library
5 ft. 2 5/8 in... There is a fire place in the Basement under the
Nursery of 5 ft. - 3 in. Breast."

3. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Main Floor Plan-~Lindenwald"

“Chamber. "
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Wallpaper (W014), HSR-FS

White marble mantel & cast-iron frontal framing, HSR
Secondary woodwork treatment, HSR

Unpainted floor, HSR

Profile markings on S & W walls of large object with overhanging
cornice moulding and straight sides, HSR

Cornice moulding, HSR

SUMMARY: This room is identified in the HSR as the only other room
besides the hall, bedroom, and bathroom, having a cornice moulding,
and thus, according to Upjohn's Plan Book, it must be the nursery.

Room 119--Entrance Hall

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1849, May 30. RU Plan Book {Platt, HRS, p. 113)

"Cornices of hall, nursery bed room and bath room..."

2. 1849, July 25. RU Plan Book (Platt, HRS, p. 114)

"Plan hall stairway 1/2 in scale and Bracket to support architrave
full size."

3. 1850, May 5. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 93)

"You may send me at your convenience also the drawing you mentioned
for a Glass door leading from the old Hall to the new..."

4, 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald”

"Side hall."

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Woodwork design for primary space, HSR
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Register, c. 1854, in E wall, HSR
Skylight, HSR
Unfinished floor, "possibly carpeted," HSR

SUMMARY:  This room was obviously an entrance hall from the north
door to the 1849 addition and its woodwork indicates the hall was
considered a primary space, although the HSR states "it is not known
though whether this entrance hall was used primarily by Smith Thomp-
son Van Buren's family or also as the main entrance for all guests."

There is no evidence to indicate that the use of the front (east)
entrance diminished while Van Buren lived at Lindenwald and the front
door continued to be entered by the visitors who wrote accounts in
the late nineteenth century. In addition, the construction of the
elaborate front porch in 1850 would seem to add prominence to the old
entrance.

Room 120--Hallway

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE: o

1. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

"Passage."

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:
Woodwork of secondary space, HSR

Unpainted floor, HSR

Room 121--Privy

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:

1. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

"Toilet."
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:
Wood-encased seat, HSR

Unpainted plaster walls, HSR

Raom 122--Closet

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE: None.

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:
No original shelves or pegs, HSR

Unpainted floor, HSR

Room 123-~-Bedroom

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:

1. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Main Floor Plan--lindenwald"

"Chamber. "

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

No fireplace, HSR

Woodwork for secondary space, HSR

Walls whitewashed or wallpapered, HSR

No cornice moulding, HSR

No tack marks visible on unpainted floor, HSR

SUMMARY: The function of this room is not cbvious from physical evi-
dence. The HSR suggests that because of the room's simplicity and

size, it might have been used as a children's bedroom. Another pos-
sibility is that it was a bedroom for the governess (Rose Dalton) who
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would have been needed near the children and whose status would not
compel her to share third floor quarters with the other female house-
hold servants. The lack of a fireplace and decorative treatment in
this room also suggests that it was not intended for family use.

Room_201--Bedroom

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1841, May 15. MVB to HB (Platt, HRS, p. 58)

"No. 5. Bed Room upstairs--[wallpaper] may be a little more expen-
sive."

2. 1841, May 17. HB to MVB (Platt, HRS, p. 59)

"The paper for the upper bedroom, Harriet said she would have an eye
to her own comfort as she might occasionally be an occupant of the
room. "

3. 1841, July 11. JVB to MVB (PSU-ADH)

"I should like to bring my wife, child, & nurse down to make some
stay, but cannot remain myself, if you have room for them--she pre-
fers the back room second story."

4, 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Second Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

"Chamber. "

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:
Fireboard #91, HSR-FS

Wallpaper (W017) fragment behind window casing matches fireboard,

Tack marks on floor, HSR
Wood mantel identical to Room 210, HSR
Hot-air register, HSR

Bell system, HSR
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SUMMARY: It is not clear from documentary evidence which bedroom
(201 or 205) was considered the "upper bedroom" in the 1841 correspon-
dence. However, 201 is suggested because the wallpaper found in this
room and on the fireboard is more elaborate than the wallpaper found
in 205 and the pink and blue floral pattern might have a special ap-
peal to a feminine eye such as Harriet Butler's or Elizabeth Vander-
poel Van Buren's.

Room 205--Bedroom

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1841, May 15. MVB to HB {Platt, HRS, p. 58)

"No. 5. Bed Room upstairs--[wallpaper] may be a Tittle more expen-
sive."”

2. 1841, May 17. HB to MVYB (Platt, HRS, p. 59)

"The paper for the upper bedroom, Harriet said she would have an eye
to hgr own comfort as she might occasionally be an occupant of the
room. "

3. 1843, June 20. ASVB to Mrs. RS (LC-ASVB}

"We have had a fire in the sitting room nearly every day and occa-
sionally even in my bedroom."

4, 1843, June 22. ASVB to Mrs. RS (LC-ASVB)

"I had just written the above & rose to put the portfelio in the
wardrobe..."

5. 1843, July 21. ASVB to Mrs. RS (LC-ASVB)

" _.the other day when I asked him (Singleton) where his Ma was--he
usually points to a picture of Lady Wellesley the Duke of Welling-
ton's Mother which hangs over our mantel..."

6. 1843, August 24. ASVB to Mrs. RS (LC-ASVB)

"Wary I am of writing you that I am still chained to my sofa yet such
is the fact....by using great caution I was able to be carried down &
laid on the Hall sofa."
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7. 1843, September 3. ASVB to Mrs. RS (LC-ASVB)

"l asked them up into my room where Mary Rose Beekman & I were assem-
bled--although they were so considerate not to sit very long & I did
not rise from my sofa I felt it was due to this imprudence I owed the
relapse."

8. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Second Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

-1

"Chamber. ™

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Fireboard #90, HSR-FS

Wallpaper (W018) fragment behind door casing, HSR-FS

Tack marks, 36" on center on floor, HSR

Wooden mantel with elaborate detailing and extended mantel shelf, HSR
Hot-air register, HSR

Bell system, HSR

SUMMARY:  The HSR recognizes this room as having finer architectural
detailing than 201 and thus suggests that the "more expensive" wall-
paper might have been used here. The wallpapers found in the two
rooms do not bear this out.

It is clear from the documentary evidence that Angelica and Abraham
Van Buren occupied a second floor bedroom during their residence at
Lindenwald and if John's wife Elizabeth preferred 201, the only other
room available would have been 205. It is logical that this larger

and “finer" room would have been occupied by Abraham and Angelica who
considered Lindenwald home for a number of years.

Rooms 206/207/208--Upper Hall and Bedroom

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:

1. 1841, May 15. MVB to HB (Platt, HRS, p. 58)

“This is for the hall upstairs including the temporary Bed Room at
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the end of it. Let the paper be neat but not expensive  Something
like that we first selected for the lower Hall might do."

2. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Second Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

"Chamber" (208}

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Wallpaper (WO015) fragments, HSR-FS

No tack marks visible under varnish, HSR

"Anse de panier" (basket arch) between 206 and 207, HSR

Venetian window in east wall of 208, HSR

Bell system, HSR

SUMMARY: Documentary evidence indicates the functions of these rooms
in 1841. The use of 208 in later years is not known but logical uses

would have been a bedroom, perhaps for Angelica and Abraham's chil-
dren, a dressing room, or a storage area.

Room 20¢--Bedroom of Martin Van Buren

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:

1. 1852, February 26. MVB to Mrs. Throop (Princeton University.
Throop-Martin Papers)

"Batween you and my niece my chances of becoming a good man are not
as desparate as [ feared they were. Every Evening, I find on retir-
ing your Book opened for the next morning."

2. 1858, June 23. Account of STVB with M.H. Reid (LC-VB)

"Painting & graining 2 stands for Presidents Room 16t 2.00."
3. 1862, July 30. Note by one of VB sons (LC-VB}

"letters & papers found in the drawer of Mr. V.B.'s bed-room table."
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q, 1862, as described in D.T. Lynch, An Epoch and A Man, 1929,
p. 544

“A11 through June he remains in his room on the second floor. This
was the sleeping chamber of Billy Van Ness's father. Two windows
face the south; and two others catch the rays of the rising sun. On
days when he is not too weak he sits in an easy chair covered with
chintz. Against the southern wall, between the valanced windows,
stands a large wardrobe with a mirror door. The sleigh-bed, of the
same warm-toned mahogany from which the rest of the furniture is
fashioned, is flanked on either side by a plain chest of drawers,
On one of these is an unframed portrait of Silas Wright. It is
small; and of the type our early artists called a cabinet. On top of
the other is a Bible. In the center of the windowless west wall
hangs an illuminated tribute to Jackson. On either side of this
memento of his friend is a silhouette of Van Buren. These, too, are
simply framed. A shaving stand occupies a corner. Small rugs, woven
of vari-colored rags, and three fiddTe-back chairs, with seats of
gray horse-hair, complete the furnishings."

5. 1898 August 6. P.V.B, Hoes, "New York Times"

“In his chamber I have seen on the hanging texts some especially
marked, which, no doubt, she had striven to impress upon his mind and
heart." .

6. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Second Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

“"Chamber, "

7. Oral Tradition, HSR

“Martin Van Buren's bedroom."

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

Fireboard #86, HSR-FS

Wallpaper Fragments (pattern indistinguishable), HSR-FS
Wooden mantel, HSR

No tack marks visible, HSR

Bell system, HSR
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SUMMARY: Contemporary sources give no clue to which upstairs bedroom
the exPresident occupied. Local tradition places him in Room 209.
Lynch, writing in 1929 but without {dentifying the source of his
rather detailed information, indicates that the room had eastern and
southern exposure, with a blank west wall. This fits Room 205 better
than 209, if one regards the front of the house as facing south,
rather than east as it is now designated (it actually faces south-
east, hence the problem). In the absence of conclusive evidence,
however, the traditional designation of Room 209 as the room where
Martin Van Buren slept will be retained.

Room 210--Bedroom of Martin Van Buren, Jr.

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1841, May 15. MVB to HB (Platt, HRS, p. 58)

"No. 4. Martin's Bed Room neat but cheap [wallpaper].”

2. 1841, May 17. HB to MVYB (Platt, HRS, p. 59)

"That for Martin's room 5/ is Miss Butler's choice & she did not
shrink from the responsiblityThere is certainly nothing exciting in
the colors & to an invalid it will be rather quieting to the nerves."

3. 1846, November 18. MVB to FPB (LC-Blair Family Papers)

"Martin has promoted your likeness, by taking you from under Miss
Fanny Elssler & placing you in a fine frame in the Library under Gen-
eral Jackson & next to your friend Clay"

4, 1849, November 22. STVB to RU {Platt, HRS, p. 87)

“The window on the North side of the attick [sic] & one which you
directed to be made longer to light the passage next to my brother's
bedroom, have been left, altho' there was enough time to have done
all these small jobs..."

5. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Second Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

"Chamber."

6. Oral Tradition, HSR

“Martin Yan Buren, Jr.'s bedroom."
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
Fireboard #89, HSR-FS

No wallpaper found on walls, HSR-FS

Tack marks in east-west direction 36" apart, HSR

Wooden mantel, HSR

Bay window and 2 semi-circular arch windows, HSR

SUMMARY: The HSR states: "Oral history has established this room as

Martin Van Buren, Jr.'s bedroom." Smith Thompson Van Buren's letter
of November 22, 1849, to Upjohn confimms this use.

Room 211--Passage

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 184¢, November 22. STVB to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 87)

"The window on the North side of the attick [sic] & one which you
directed to be made longer to light the passage next to my brother's
bed-room, have been left, altho' there was enough time to have done
all these small jobs..."

2. 1938, February. V.A. deProsse, "Second Floor Plan--Lindenwald"

"Passage.”

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:
Lancet window, HSR

Woodwork for secondary space

SUMMARY:  Physical and documentary evidence are conclusive on the
function of this room as the "passage."

66



Room ??7?--Storeroom

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:
1. 1841, May 17. HB to MVB {Platt, HRS, p. 60)

" .1 am glad to hear from Smith that your store room is made. It
will need a good lock & the key always in_the hands of a trusty per-
son--Then you will find it a very good plan to have purchased on a
magnificent scale....”

SUMMARY: There is no further documentary or physical evidence 1o
indicate where this room was located.

Room ???--Billiard Room

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:

1. 1849, October 4. B. McGuire to RU (Platt, HRS, p. 85)

"] would wish to know if the Billiard Room is going to be laid out
according to the plans, as I will have done here in two Weeks, and
Mr. Vanslyck Says he knows nothing about it.”

SUMMARY: There is no further documentary or physical evidence to
indicate that such a room was ever completed.
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EVIDENCE OF FURNISHINGS, 1841-1862

Introduction

Martin Van Buren occupied numerous different residences throughout
his seventy-nine years, but only one, Lindenwald, did he own, devel-
op, and fully enjoy as his permanent home. Since relatively little
documentary evidence exists for furnishings at Lindenwald during the
historic period (1841-1862), it was necessary to look at Van Buren's
furnishing purchases and practices in the preceding twenty-five years
to gain insight into his furnishing tastes and habits.

The first reference to furnishings is in a letter Van Buren wrote to
his friend and law partner, Benjamin F. Butler, on June 18, 1816,
requesting Butler to assist him in the purchase of furniture in New
Yor'k.1 The furniture was to be used in State Senator and Attorney
General Van Buren's Albany residence. Butler promptly obliged by
acquiring floor covering from W.W. & T.L. Chester, and a sideboard
from an unnamed source.

This early reference is significant because it establishes a prece-
dent, which becomes a pattern, for making furniture purchases in New
York, and for enlisting the aid of other persons in the decisions and
transactions. Further, Butler's July 31 reply reveals that exagger-
ated accounts of Van Buren's extravagance plagued him even at this
very early peint in his career':3

There have arrived here during the last week, via
Hudson, I understand, several reports of the splen-
dor of your Albany establishment. They say your
sideboard cost $1100, ("How the world is given to

lying.")
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Although Van Buren had been married for nine years to Hannah Hoes,
his wife apparently did not participate in the furnishing arrange-
ments, possibly because she was expecting their fifth child, deliv-
ered in Hudson the following January. Two years later, in 1819, Mrs.
Van Buren died in Albany and only a miniature portrait and some per-
sonal accessories survive to lend insufficient clues to her personal-
jty and relationship with her husband.

Van Buren was elected to the United States Senate in 1821 and again
in 1827 and he occupied a number of hotels and boarding houses in
Washington, D.C., while maintaining an Albany residence. Van Buren
returned to Albany as the newly elected governor in December 1828,
but held that office for only three months, resigning to accept Pres-
jdent Jackson's offer of a cabinet post as Secretary of State.

In April 1829 and in the ensuing six months, the greatest volume of
correspondence dealing with furnishings was produced as Van Buren
disposed of his house and numerous furnishings in Albany and pur-
chased new furnishings for his Washington residence. John Van Buren
was charged with the sale or shipment of the old furnishings and was
assisted in the selection of new items by Mr. and Mrs. James A, Ham-
jlton and Madame Huygens. Van Buren also sought assistance from Mrs.
Louis McLane and Mrs, William Rives in Washington.4

After packing and sending the unsold furnishings, John Van Buren ad-
vised: "If you furnish your house it can be done 50 per ct cheaper
here [New York] than any where e]se."5 Van Buren did order many
items from New York, including chandeliers, pier glasses, carpets,
and curtains, and three sets of chairs for the receiving, drawing,
and dining rooms. A sideboard, center table, and sofa, made by a
"very ingenious man who works at the capitol," were procured in Wash-
ington,
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. Van Buren lived comfortably in Washington, as he wrote to Hamilton in

September 1830: "I am seated in my lounge chair from which & its
vicinity I shall not soon depart.“7 This contentment was, however,
disrupted nine months Tater when Van Buren resigned his cabinet post
in the wake of the "Eaton Affair." Following his resignation in May
1831, Van Buren held an auction and sometime that year he also sold
some silver and other furnishings to President Jackson for his Ten-
nessee home, The Hermitage.8

Van Buren was appointed minister to Great Britain in June and sailed
for England in August. Although his nomination as minister was even-
tually rejected by the Senate, Van Buren remained in Europe until
June 1832, traveling with his friend Washington Irving. In the
interim, Van Buren had been nominated for Vice President on the Demo-
cratic ticket headed by Jackson,

President Jackson was reelected and Van Buren began his term as Vice

President in March 1833. A new residence was again in order and Van

Buren's son Abraham helped in the preparations:9

I have had the rooms papered so as to enable you, at
your pleasure, to convert either tha Tower or the
upper one, of those spoken of in my last, into a
Dining Room.

Secretary of Legation Aaron Vail wrote from London in September that
he had purchased chintz for curtains for Van Buren's house, but he
cautioned:10

...1f I am not so Tucky as to have met your views,
you will, I hope recollect that your instructions
were very laconic and left nearly all to my discre-
tion--as related to quantity I have had to be guided
by the knowledge of others. The Bill is enclosed--
It is more than I thought it would be. Your L15
will go toward satisfying it--the balance you may,
if you like, pay to my mother at your convenience.
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Although the instructions were sometimes terse, the correspondence
from 1816 to 1833 suggests that Van Buren did take a great interest
in furnishing his homes comfortably, fashionably, and as economically
as possible.

When Van Buren acceeded to the Presidency in March 1837, presumably
most of his possessions were put into storage as he moved into the
White House. At the White House, Van Buren enjoyed, according to
Pennsylvania Congressman Charles Ogle, opulence unparalleled in the
United States. Ogle's virulent attack, "On the Regal Splendor of the
President's Palace," delivered in the House of Representatives on
April 14, 1840, was actually calculated Whig campaign rhetoric used

to paint Van Buren as a vain aristocrat squandering the people's

money:11

...no former Chief Magistrate ever acted upon the
principle adopted by the present incumbent, of
spending the money of the People with a lavish hand,
and at the same time, saving his own with sordid
arsimony....And I put it...to the free citizens of
this country, whose servant the President is to say
whether...they are disposed to maintain for his pri-
vate accommodation, A ROYAL ESTABLISHMENT at the
cost of the nation. Will they longer feel inclined
to support their chief servant in a PALACE as splen-
did as that of the Caesars, and as richly adorned as
the proudest Asjatic mansions?

The following day, Levi Lincoln, former Chairman of the Committee on
Public Buildings and Grounds, refuted the charges. Although Lincoln
was also a Whig and opposed to Van Buren, he denounced Ogie's blatant
distortion of the facts. Lincoln stated that the appropriations had
not been requested by Van Buren, but had been granted by Congress as
had been customary since the second presidential administration:

...for a period of nearly three years no appropria-
tion, to my knowledge, had been made at the request
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of the President...and that on one occasion, when
the President had been referred to, as to the need
of a proposed appropriation, he had declined ex-
pressing any opinion or wish upon the subject....And
who fs the thief? The Congress of the United
States, the Representatives of the people, in suc-
cession, through a series of more than forty years.
These are the men who, by making the appropriations,
in the sentiment of the member from Pennsylvania,
PLUNDERED THE TREASURY AND ROBBED THEIR CONSTITU-
ENTS!

Lincoln also pointed out that, although the expenditures during Van
Buren's term amounted to almost $20,000, the sum was Tess than in
previous administrations.

As for the extravagance, Lincoln proc]aimed:l3

...the furniture appears neither too rich nor too
abundant for the size and magnificence of the man-
sion nor too good for the use of the first represen-
tative officer of a free and sovereign people....His
guests are the quests of the people. The Executive
Mansion 1is the place for the reception....The
carpets and the curtains, the candlesticks and the
candelabras, the ottomans and the divans, the
tables, mahogany and marble, the tabourets...they
may be names of startling sound to an unpractised
ear, but they are things of use and no uncommon
appearance in many a private parlor.

Lincoln's remarks were published in the Extra Globe on August 5,
1840; however, they had little effect upon the voting public who
swept Van Buren out of office in November. Even after Van Buren left
office, he was vilified by his enemies and accused of stealing furni-
ture from the White House., Such a charge was strongly denied:14

...there is no truth in the "statement made by
respectable men...who were recently at Washington
attending the inauguration, that the furniture
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of the Chambers of the President's were entirely
stripped and the articles carried off by the late
President Yan Buren, prior to the 4th of March." ...
It is true...that a number of boxes were sent on to
New York from the President's House, but these boxes
contained furniture, glass, books, documents, pa-
pers, wines, etc., which belonged to Mr. Van Buren
and his son Major Van Buren,

It is known to many, that several of our Chief Mag-
istrates have from time to time, during their presi-
dential temm, purchased articles of furniture for
their own use, which they have taken with them, when
they have retired from public life. Mr. Van Buren
was a housekeeper in Washington for several years
and had collected articles of furniture for his own
use as had his son Maj. Van Buren., He had also an
extensive library and numerous documents and papers,
and a large stock of wines.

An example of furnishings acquired during Van Buren's term but in-
tended for personal use would be the large quantity of glassware
ordered by John Van Buren from the Davenport Company in England.
Although the order was addressed "for the President's House," Van
Buren himself paid the bill, albeit two and one-half years 1ater!15

In the spring of 1839, two years into his term, President Van Buren
purchased the Van Ness estate in Kinderhook, New York. Sparse fur-
nishings were in the old mansion in July when Van Buren and his fam-
ily dined there for the first time: .8

The furniture of the room was precisely this: three
little tables of different heights placed under as
many table cloths & extended in a line across the
room-=11 chairs and one side table!

Preparations for making the grounds presentable and the mansion hab-
jtable began almost immediately, but when it became clear that Van
Buren had been defeated in his bid for reelection in 1840, the re-
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pairs, decorating, and furnishing commenced in earnest. On his way
from Washington to Kinderhook in the spring of 1841, Van Buren spent
a week or more in New York making furniture purchases. He ordered
mantelpieces from the marble yard of Fisher and Boyd in the Bowery,
but there 1is no mention of particular New York cabinetmakers.17
Wallpaper was ordered from the firm of Pares and Faye, who interest-
ingly enough, had supplied wallpaper for the White House in 1837.18

As usual, Van Buren was assisted by family and friends, primarily son
John, daughter-in-law Angelica, and Mrs. Benjamin F. Butler, in the
selection and purchase of articles ranging from bedding to fireboards
and tablecloths to teapots.19 Van Buren finally moved into Linden-
wald in June 1841, although expenditures for "improvements & furni-
ture" and "carpets & curtains" continued during the next few years.20

In the course of his career and travels, Van Buren had become accus-
tomed to fine food, clothing, and furniture. English glassware,
French wallpaper, and French china were among the luxuries of the ex-
President's "richly but plainly furnished" home.21 0f the latter, he
was particularly fond and he expressed great dismay at the destruc-
tion of the "principal part of a very beautiful tea & breakfast set
which I valued above everything in the House. So much so that I have
actually sent to Paris to have former trespasses repaired by addi-
tions of the same articles which I have never been able tg find any-
where except in the President's House."22

"In regard to Paintings," Van Buren freely admitted that he did not
possess "cultivated tastes," but he did share his decorating philoso-
phy with Gorham Worth with reference to a mutual friend:23

I certainly would not be of the number who would
advise him to have anything 1ike a Gallery of Paint-
ings as which many people of little or no taste take
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to show off their magnificence. But as many scat-
tering pictures as the House ought ‘to contain to
give harmony to the establishment he will if he does
not already possess them, have to buy.

Van Buren's own preference seemed to be for portraits of statesmen he
admired, be they palitical friend such as Andrew Jackson, or foe 1ike
Henry Clay.

Lindenwald under Van Buren's "regime" was both a "noble residence"
and a "chamming retreat," furnished nonetheless with an emphasis on
comfort and an eye to economy. After all, the ex-President had in-
structed that the wallpapers be "neat but not expensive"” in some of
the halls and bedrooms. With luxuries here and penny-saving there,
Van Buren could proudly claim: "We have more over succeeded in mak-

ing Lindenwald so comfortable, that we are loathe to leave 1t."24

Simple elegance, not ostentation, was the rule, or as Frank Ellis

stated in his History of Columbia County:25

Interiorly there was a sense of comfort and plenty,
without extravagant ornamentation. It was a home
where a refined American gentleman might entertain
the cultured and the great of all Tands without re-
moving himself from the presence of his peers--the
common citizen.

Major structural alterations to Lindenwald in 1849-50 apparently did
not spark furnishings changes in the original portion of the house,
since the addition was designed to serve as an "apartment" for Smith
Thompson Van Buren and his family without encroaching upon the elder
Van Buren's quarters. By October 1849, Smith had removed his furni-
ture into Lindenwald, but, unfortunately, there is no documentation

relating to the furnishings of the addition in Smith's correspondence
with Richard Upjohn, which details room functions, architectural mat-
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ters, and construction concerns. Bookcases for the new Tibrary,
though, were part of the architect's responsibility and probably re-
sembled the ones Upjohn had previously designed for Robert Kelly's
New York home in 1842, or for a Mr. Barnard's Albany residence, which

Smith seemed to prefer.26

For the next twelve years, there is but one reference to furnishings
at Lindenwald. An account of Smith T. Van Buren with M.H. Reid,
c. 1858-59, includes among supplies for repairs to the house, car-
riage, and family sleigh, "copal varnish" for an extension table and
chairs, and "painting and graining two stands for the President's
Room."27

The period from the ex-President's death in 1862 until the establish-
ment of Martin Van Buren National Historic Site in 1974 also had to
be examined for evidence of the disposition of Lindenwald's furnish-
ings. Some items of particular value and significance were specifi-
cally mentioned in Van Buren's will; however, a complete inventory of
the contents of the mansion has not been found.

Approximately two years after Van Buren died and after the property
had passed out of family hands, an auction was held at Lindenwald,
at which Kinderhook resident Aaron Vanderpoel purchased a "good deal”
of the furniture.28 An auction of the Vanderpoel-Newcomer estate in
1940 further scattered the Van Buren pieces.

Fortunately, much of the furniture did remain in Lindenwald, as
George A. Townsend noted in his 1891 article in the New York Sun and
those items formed an integral part of the household that the Birney-
deProsse family enjoyed from 1917 to 1957. During their 40-year
occupancy, an inventory of the "Van Buren" furnishings was prepared
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by Mrs. C.B. deProsse. This inventory, included as an appendix in
Melvin Weig's 1936 report, "Lindenwald--The President Martin Van
Buren Homestead," has been very helpful in identifying original
furnishings.

Although Mrs. deProsse and her family sold some items and took other
cherished Van Buren pieces with them when they sold the house to
antique dealer Ken Campbell, the bulk of the Van Buren furnishings
were left behind. In 1975, shortly after the National Park Service
acquired Lindenwald from Campbell, the National Parks Foundation and
Hyde Park Historical Association purchased the remaining Van Buren-
associated furnishings for Martin Van Buren National Historic Site.

The collection of the Site now includes approximately 100 pieces of
furniture and 200 other items associated with Martin Van Buren or
Lindenwald. Documentary research and oral history have provided
trails to approximately 350 other items. It is hoped that the publi-
cation of this historic furnishings report will lead to the identifi-
cation and acquisition of additional original furnishings for a
successful restoration of Lindenwald, the "pleasant seat" where "in
delightful quietude, the retired Chief Magistrate of the republic

spent the evening of his days.“29
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General Furnishings References

The following documentary references include contemporary comments on
Van Buren's tastes, descriptions of Lindenwald, and documents refer-
ring to more than a single type of furnishings. These are cross-
referenced under the various furnishing categories in the following
sections of this report.

1. 1816, June 18. MVB to BFB (A) (LC)

"You will be of much more service to me in New York than the amount
of your expenses, I want you to assist me in the purchase of furni-
ture."

1816, July 31, BFB (NY) to MVB (A) (NYSL)

"There have arrived here during the last week, via Hudson, I under-
stand, several reports of the splendor of your Albany establishment."

2. 1829, April 14. Daily Albany Argus

PUBLIC SALE
BY STILWELL, MORGAN & CO.
Auction and Commission, and wholesale Dry Goods
Merchantsstore No. 49 Statestreet
THIS MORNING at 10 o'clock
FURNITURE AT AUCTION

"Stilwell, Morgan & Co. will sell on Tuesday, the 14th inst. at 10
o'clock, the whole of the household furniture of M. Van Buren, Esq.,
consisting of elegant mahogany side board with marble slab top,
dining, breakfast, tea and card tables, bureaus, secretaries, sofas,
chandeliers, mirrors, looking glasses, mantle ornaments, mantle time
piece, astoral and mantle piece, lamps, mahogeny and maple chairs,
elegant Brussels carpets, rugs, floor matting, beds, bedding, bed-
steads, window curtains, silver table and tea spoons, tea pot, sugar
and cream cupts, cut glass decanters, wines, tumblers, china dining,
breakfast and tea sets, hall stove and pipe, hall lamps, tables &c.
Together with the kitchen furniture.

"The above will be sold at the house lately occupied by Mr. Van
Buren, No. 92 Statestreet, where the furniture may be examined by
those who wish to purchase, on Monday until 2 o'clock P.M.

“Terms. Under $50, cash; over $50, 4 mos. for approved endorsed
notes payable at Mechanics' and Farmers' Bank."
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3. 1829, April 18. JVB (A) to MVB (W) (PSU-ADH)

“I send by this mail some account of the things unsold together with

the highest bids upon each--
highest bid

One Sideboard & cellarette-- $65
One Set dining tables-- no bid upon
One Pair mirrors-- Do Do
one pair mantel Lamps-- $45
Sofa (Best) $44
Tea table (Best)-- $21
Card tables-- $20 each
Window curtains-- $25 a window

Since the sale Mr. Croswell has taken one pair for
$80 & John _ the old Sofa for $22.50--

: highest bid
The Best Bedstead (yours) $17

A1l the linen, all the knives, forks & spoons were reserved without
offering... I expect some order about sending the furniture provided
I cannot sell it at private sale--Where will you stow it this summer?
-~had I not better sell it for what it will fetch..."

4. 1829, May 3. JVB (NY) to MVB (W) (PSU-ADH)

"Al11 the things which remain unsold were carefully packed & put on
board of a tow boat Friday morning & arrived here on Saturday about
12. They were then carted immediately across to the packet & safely
put on board & are now on their way to Washington--...

N.B. If you furnish your house it can be done 50 per ct cheaper here
than any where else--Write about it in your next--"

5. 1829, July 13. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. Papers)

“John will be with you soon & will in conjunction with Mrs. Hamilton
etc. purchase my furniture..."

6. 1829, August 15. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. Papers)

"I fear my dr Sir I shall give you too much trouble about my affairs
...I wish Eliza would take the trouble to let me know from time to
time (if John is not with you) which purchases are needed so that I
do not interfere here."
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7. 1829, September 8. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. Papers)

" ..I leave all to the Ladies yourself & John...I think the Tamps of
$115 will do & I was favorably inclined to the first round clock at
sound price. I wish you would ask John to send it to me through
a drafF on the Bank...as I am making purchases here & in want of
funds.'

8. 1829, October 15. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL~-Pres. Papers)

"Now for business. The last box that came from Gardners..."

9, 1831, May 26. A. Polhemus {FtW) to P. Rapelya (NY) (Winter-
thur Museum, Downs Mss. #7467)

"On Saturday we intend going to Montgomery from there to Washington
to attend Mr. Van Beurens Auction if the President was offer'd I
should become a purchaser, but I expect to have an introduction...”

10. 1831 Account Book, Andrew Jackson, The Hermitage

"Furniture of Mr, V Buren--
Bought For the Hermitage--
1831. Also Some articles of gurniture
to be procured in Phil
For the Hermitage--
{To wit) 8 dozen of Silver knives
4 Silver dishes with Tops, Silver
4 Silver Wine coolers--
2 Bronze Mantle Lamps--
& one Sofa Presented to the
President by M V Buren/
2 [cases or casks ?] Wine--

o+ cCco W
WO D~

The Whole amount to $600.00

Furniture Presented A J _
2 Large Pitchers with Presdt likness
name (Likeness)
2 Decanters of Glass--Small
2 China Pitchers with A. P name upon them"

11. 1839, July 30. STVB {A) to ASVB (Europe), MAVA #714

At Kleinood "The furniture of the room was precisely this: three 1it-
tle tables of different heights placed under as many table cloths &
extended in a line across the room--11 chairs and one side tablel!"
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1lla. n.d. (c.1840). MVB Papers (LC)

"Broom, Meat, Plates, Chambers, Buttons, $ilk, Baize."

12, 1840, April 14. Charles Ogle (W), copy in MAVA files

“Speech of Mr. 0Ogle of Pennsylvania on the Regal Splendor of the
President's Palace," see p. 71, above.

13. 1840, August 5. Levi Lincoln, Extra Globe #8, Vol. 6, pub-
Tished by BTair & Rives (W), MAVA #813

"Speech of Mr. Lincoln," see pp. 71-2, above.

14, 1841, March 12. W. Marcy to P. Wetmore (LC-Marcy Papers)

"The Ex-Pres...informed me he should stop at several places on his
way to N.Y. & should be a week or more in the City of N.Y. He has to
buy furniture for his Kinderhook mansion."

15, 1841, March 29. R.H. Hammond (W), Nat. Arch., Int. Pub.
81dgs. & Grnds 3016 (Let, Rec'd Vol 30)

"...there is no truth in the 'statement...that the furniture of the
Chambers of the President's House were entirely stripped and the
articles carried off by the late President Van Buren prior to the 4th
of March'....It is true...that a number of boxes were sent on to New
York from the President's House, but these boxes contained furniture,
glass, books, documents, papers, wines etc., which belonged to Mr.
Van Buren & his son Major Van Buren....Mr. Van Buren was a house-
keeper in Washington for several years & had collected articles of
furniture for his own use as had his son Major Van Buren.... He had
also an extensive library & numerous documents & papers & a large
stock of wines."

16. 1841, April 28. MVB (NY) to AJD {LC-AJD Papers)

“I am fearful that I spoke so indifferently about the $800 as to in-
duce you to believe it altogether unimportant whether I rec'd it or
not. Indeed I substantially so regarded it when I wrote, but having
been now for several weeks in the hands of House furnishers & House
repairers & Gardeners etc. etc., I find that the payment of that
amount to my credit in the Bank of America in that city in the course
of a few weeks would be very convenient."

17. 1842, April 1. 27th Congress, 2nd Session, H. of R. (W),
MAVA #248

"Furniture of the President's House," for references to items pur-
chased during Yan Buren administration.

18. 1842, May-1843, January. "Probable Expenses" MVB {LC-VB)

"Improvements & furniture--$200.00."
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19. 1844, June 10. Account of MVB with L.S. Rexford (LC-VB)

“"Martin Van Buren to L S Rexford

1842 Dec 28th To 4 Bladed Knife 8/ 1.00

1843 Apr 15 Rep. Cork Screw 5/ .38
" June 6 Pr. Brass Candlesticks 16/ 2.00
" " Rep. Umbrella do Teapot 3/4 3/6 44
" Aug 25 Rep. Umbrella 37
" Sept 18 do for MVB Jun. 1/6 19
“ Oct 16 Lunet glass do 4/ 50
. Nov 27 Rep Fish Knife 2/- Forks & Tea Bell 3/ 5/
. Dec 30 Rep jewel for MVB Jun. 1/ 12
1844 Jan 3 Rep Cruet stand 2/ 25
* 26 do Spectacles 1711 19
Feb 6 do Teapot 2/ 25
21 Watch Rep 4/ Cutting Patterns 2/ 8
Pencil points 6 for AVBr. 6/6
Mar 11 Mend pencil 2/ points 2/4 50

§7.63
Recd payt L S Rexford"

20. 1844, April 1-1845, April 1. "Expenses & Disbursements' MVB
Le=V8)

Mostly provisions but including “carpets & curtains.” ($154.73)

21. 1845, November 23. MV8 (L) to Major AVB (NY), MAVA #700

List of articles (purchased or to be purchased?). [The list is writ-
ten on one edge (address side) of a letter sheet, from MVB to Major
Abraham Van Buren, c/o B.F. Butler, New York, post marked November
23, 1845, The list is not in MVB's hand.]

[sh/d]

18 Table

24 do

18 Gridiron

12 Fire iron Nursery
36 Bedroom do

4 Oyster gridiron
22 Dutch ovens

9 Potato steamer

6-6 Toaster
19 Tea kettle
28 Fish kettle
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Ham do
Soup do
Coal scuttle
Bed screw
4 stewpans
trivet
2 sets smoothing iron
do stand
Frying pans
Firecarrier
axe
Hatchet
Meat saw
sugar nippers 312 - b
mats 27 - 6
Steel yards 340
42 - b

42 sh 6d
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22. 1846, January 16. W.G. Bryan (Batavia) to L.C. Draper,
{(Wisconsin Historical Society]

“The house is richly but plainly furnished."

23. 1849, October 23. T.B. Van Slyck to R. Upjohn (NYPL-RM Upjohn
Papers as quoted in Platt, HRS, p. 85)

"We have got the work so far advanced that Mr. Van Buren as [sic]
moved is [sic] furniture into the house."

24, 1858-1859. Account of STVB with M.H. Reid (LC-VB)

“March 30 1 qrt of Copal Varnish for extension table 8/ $1.00
Labour of Self Varnishing extension table 6/ .75

(April 30) 1 grt Copal Varnish For Chairs 8/ 1/2 Day 1.

25, 1860, January 18. MVB Will, Columbia County Courthouse, Hud-
son, New York

Extracts relating to objects at Lindenwald.

"Thirdly. In consideration of advances which I have made to my sons
Abraham & John, whilst none have been made to my son Smith Thompson,
I bequeath to the latter all my personal chattles & effects, except-
ing therefrom all the debts that may be due to me, and stocks that I
may own at my death, and also my wine & stock on my farm. My mis-
cellanegus library is intended to be included in this bequest, but
not my law library, which I bequeath to my son John.
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Fourthly. I give to my grandson Singleton Van Buren a gold snuff
Box, presented to me with the Freedom of the City, by the corporation
of the City of New York, and to my grandson Martin son of Abraham the
marble bust made of me by Powers, which I previously presented to his
mother, & now transfer to the son by her direction. 1 give to my
grandson Martin son of my son Smith Thompson a silver pitcher, pre-
sented to me, some years since by my old & always sincere friend Ben-
jamin F. Butler.

Fifthly, I direct my executors to expend four hundred dollars, or so
much thereof as may be necessary, in obtaining a copy of the bust of
me by Powers, which copy I give to my grandson Edward Livingston Van
Buren.

Lastly. The three pieces of plate last presented to me by my de-
ceased friend Benjamin F. Butler, I bequeath to my three sons Abra-
ham, John & Smith Thompson to be equally divided between them,"

26. c. 1862. D.T. Lynch, An Epoch and a Man (1929)

Description of MVB's bedroom and furnishings; see p. 64.

27. 1866, December 5. Account of STVB with S. & J. S. Bogardus
(Fishkill Landing) (LC-VB)

"Bought of S. & J.S. Bogardus, Dealers in Cabinet Furniture, Chamber
Suits, Looking Glasses, Carpets, 0il Cloths, Etc.

Aug. 16th To 1 sash fastening and putting on .35
23rd To making [plan?] 2.00
29th To filling in with hair--covering seats--

glueing--Polishing 6 Blk walnut chairs 5.40

Oct. 11th 1 Wash stand 2.00

1 Chair 1.35
15th 1 Looking glass plate 10 by 14 1.25

" 29th To 10 Boards $5.90 / Black Walnut $4.35 /
Hinges - spring catches $1.25 11.90

Nov. 1st 13% days work @ Library 47.25
16th To Upholstering, Repairing, Varnishing 2 chairs $_§Lﬂ§

77.96

Received Payment
Jan 21st 1867 S. & J.S. Bogardus

Note: Smith T. Van Buren left Lindenwald in 1862 and moved to Dutch-
ess County. This 1866 account may have nothing to do with
Lindenwald.
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28. 1891, May 24. George A. Townsend, in "New York Sun"

"l entered the parlor and through it the library. The parlor is dou-
ble and closets are contained within the frame of its folding door.
Pieces of Mr, Van Buren's furniture are still here although the late
Aaron Vanderpoel, who resided at Kinderhook got a good deal of it.
Veneered mahogany was the general material. A tall gilt mirror re-
mains and a carved dressing case. The library is a simple room, 25
by 30 feet, with plenty of light, and the tall windows in white sashe
es. Van Buren was not a great reader, but he lToved literary society,
and the engraved picture of the authors of America is in this room,
as if they were welcome here--Cooper, Bryant, Longfellow, Irving,
Prescott, Taylor, Willis, and others."

29, 1898. Pierre V.B. Hoes, quoted by Ernest P, Hoes, in "The
Columbia Republican," February 22, 1906,

"There he dispensed a genial and liberal hospitality, enjoying the
visits of the villagers also with & truly charming cordiality. His
tastes were simple, quiet and gentlemanly. He was passionately fond
of young people, and it was a beautiful sight to see him with his
grandchildren around the grounds or riding in the saddle with one of
them at his side. A droll instance of his hospitality is given by
some wag who once found his way to Lindenwold. After the usual salu-
tations the old gentleman invited the callers to the sideboard, and
set before him various articles of refreshment, and then turned away
and became engrossed in a picture on the wall. 'I know he knew all
those pictures by heart,' the thirsty man said afterward, 'but he
Jjust did that so I could get a good square drink, I call that down-
right politeness and hospitality.'

"As an incident of Mr. Van Buren's perfect simplicity may be cited the

following anecdote. One day soon after he had settied down at Lin-
denwold a caller was approaching his comfortable surroundings and re-
marked: 'Ah, 1 see, sir, you have an old fashioned Dutch clock in
the hall.' 'Yes, certainly,' he said; ‘John was determined I should
have one, and picked it up in Chatham street.'

"He wore a high hat usually, sometimes with a cabbage leaf inside,
and has been seen going out of town on a canter, umbrella over his
head, glasses on his nose, and reading a newspaper,"

30, 1928, July 6. "Plaintiff Exhibit 6" "Birney vs. Birney,"
Supreme Court New York, Appellate Division (printed 1932)

"Much of old furniture still in hse. which was used by Pres. Van
Buren."
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31. 1935, May. Mrs. C. B. deProsse, "Description of 'Lindenwald'"

" ..the furniture in both front rooms was here at the time of Van
Buren...a great deal that was here when the former President lived
here....It is mostly of the Empire period, mahogany, some carved.
Cabinet-makers' names are still on many pieces...."”

32. 1936, November 3. M.J. Weig report "'Lindenwald'--The Presi-
dent Martin van Buren Homestead,” Appendix IV.

Inventory of Martin Yan Buren Furniture at "Lindenwald" as prepared
by Mrs. C.B. deProsse, Present Owner of the Property. See Appendix
C of this report.

33. 1936. "Martin Yan Buren Exhibition Catalog," The National
Savings Bank, Albany, New York

See Appendix B of this report.

34, 1938, February 12. {.B. deProsse to Dr. James Leath, Presi-
‘dent, Columbia County Historical Society

Includes description of Lindenwald and outbuildings. Refers to “fur-
niture, mirrors, carpets, etc."; 1797 door knocker; "gilded frame
mirrors, reaching from floor to ceiling” in front rooms; hail paper;
"large centre chandelier of wght iron and chased bronze ornaments,
with 0il lamps and chimneys"; Boyington furnace; kitchen range and
baker's oven; copper boiler with VB's name; VB's bathtub and toilet;
and tower bell. See Appendix D of this report.

35. 1940, January 12, Auction Notice Vanderpoel-Newcomer Estate
1KY, Copy in MAVA files

"5 president Martin VYan Buren book cases; 2 Van Buren ward robes in
mahogany; 5 piece Van Buren parlor suite.”

36. 1979, September 19. Clementine B. deProsse, "To Whom It May
Concern,® vValatie, New York

Valatie, N.Y.
Sept. 19, 1979

To Whom It May Concern

My father, Dr. B.H. Birney, purchased "Lindenwald" from Mr. Adam Wag-
oner in the year 1917.

At that time, Mr. Wagoner stated definitely that the eight matched

Empire style dining chairs, plus one more I gave to a dear friend,
belonged to the Van Buren family and were used as dining chairs.

89



The Empire sofa was used with the set of grey horse hair parlour fur-
niture, which is still in the president's former home. This sofa was
also covered with grey horse hair in 1917.

The little warming oven and fireplace grills were also named as part
of Van Buren's possessions.
Clementine Birney deProsse

37. 1980, August 7. Clementine B. deProsse, "To Whom It May
Concern”

August 7, 1980
To Whom It May Concern:
Mrs. Clementine Birney deProsse, former owner of Lindenwald, will
consider selling at this time the following three pieces of furni-
ture. These pieces originally graced the old Mansion and date to the
President Martin Van Buren period.
1 Rosewood melodeon

1 Mahogany card table
1 Mahogany Marble top commode

Clementine B. deProsse
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Furniture: Documentary References and Extant Pieces

SUMMARY OF FURNITURE REFERENCES

Category Total pre-1839 1839-1849 1850-1862 post~1862
Beds 9 1 2 2 4
Chairs 19 4 1 3 11
Chests 3 0 0 1 2
Mirrors 7 2 1 O 4
Musical Inst. 6 0 0 0 6
Secretaries 11 0 0 7 4
Sideboards 10 5 1 1 3
Sofas 19 3 5 0 11
Tables 16 3 3 3 7
Wardrobes 4 0 1 1 2
Subtotal 104 18 14 18 54
Furn. Gen. 37 10 13 3 11
Grand Total 141 28 27 21 65
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EXTANT FURNITURE

1. Martin Van Buren National Historic Site, Kinderhook, New York,
104 items

Documentation: The bulk of MAVA's furniture collection was purchased
from Ken Campbell in 1975 by the Hyde Park Historical Association and
the Natijonal Park Foundation and subsequently donated by them to the
National Park Service. These items were stated to have been in Lin-
denwald during Van Buren's occupancy. Many of these pieces also ap-
pear in 1917 or 1930s photos of Lindenwald (figs. 1—165. Other items
in MAVA's collection were purchased from or donated by the deProsse/
Akers family, other Kinderhook area residents, and other individuals.

Conclusion: Most of these items are of the proper period to have
been Used by Martin Van Buren and his family at Lindenwald and many

have been in the house since at least 1917. The furniture will be
used as references and as period practice suggest.

2. White House, Washington, D.C., 5 items

Documentation: One sofa and 4 side chairs were donated to the White
House from two sources. They seem to predate the White House years
and were later used at Lindenwald, since the sofa later came into the
Yanderpoel family.

Conclusion: These pieces would be appropriate for use at Lindenwald
and a Toan should be arranged, if possible.

3. National Museum_of American History, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, D.C., 1 item

Documentation: A library table was given to the Smithsonian by Wil-
Tiams ColTege in 1977. It had descended in the family of Aaron Van-
derpoel who purchased numerous pieces of furniture from Lindenwald
estate ¢. 1864.

4, Private Collections in New York, California, Connecticut,
Fiorida, 22 items

Documentation: These important pieces are in the hands of Van Buren
descendants, Kinderhook area residents, and other individuals in
various locations. Documentation is strong for most pieces.

Conclusion: A number of these pieces are essential to the restora-

tion of Lindenwald. Every effort should be made to obtain relevant
pieces through donation, purchase, or loan.
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SUMMARY OF EXTANT FURNITURE ASSOCIATED WITH VAN BUREN

MAVA MAVA Other Collections
Category Total (strong) (weak) Private  Public
Beds 4 3 0 1
Chairs 43 27 7 5 4 White House
Chests 13 2 9 2
Mirrors 13 4 8 1
Musical Inst. 3 1 2 0
Secretaries 4 2 2 0
Sideboards 6 4 1 1
Sofas 13 6 3 3 1 White House
Tables 29 11 9 8 1 Smithsonian
Wardrobes 7 4 3 0
Total 135 64 44 21 6
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BEDS
References

1. 1829, April 18. JVB (A) to MVB (W) (PSU-ADH)

“The Best Bedstead (yours) -- highest bid $17" (unsold, probably sent
to Washington.)

2. 1843, July 13. Angelica (L) to Mother (SC) {LC-ASVB)

"Baby...we put him to sleep & laid him in his crib surrounded by his
playthings & flowers & a pretty picture you never saw."

3. 1843, October 9. Angelica (L) to Mother (SC) (LC-ASVB;
DLC-9885}

"There have been several other stray visitors too & last night we
were compelled to have recourse to the sofa bedsteads."

4, 1851, May 20. MVB (L) to BFB (LC-VB #34)

“I have not slept out of my own bed since I was in NY last fall nor
spent more than 2 evenings out of my own House."

5. c. 1862, D0.T. Lynch, An Epoch and a Man, 1929, p. 544

“The sleigh-bed, of the same warm-toned mahogany from which the rest
of the furniture is fashjoned...."

6. 1917, Clementine B. deProsse, et al, Interviews, April-May
1977

"There were eight sleigh beds (hand graining, walnut and mahogany) in
the house when they (Dr. Birney) purchased it in 1917."

7. c. 1930s. Color Photograph of Room 101, deProsse Collection,
MAVA Neg. 5110

This photograph (fig. 1) shows a large mahogany or mahogany veneer
sleigh bed of late classical style. This bed has not been located.

8. 1936. _Inventory of MVB Furniture, Weig, "Lindenwald," Appen-
dix IV.

"19 -- 3 large mahogany sleighback beds;
32 -~- Grey painted bedroom set;
1 Sleighback bed...
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9. 1975. Clementine B. deProsse, To Whom It May Concern, MAVA

"To Whom it may Concern:

The two Mahogany Sleigh Beds owned by Mrs. Cornelia Birckmayer, were
originally owned by Pres. Martin Van Buren.

They were purchased from me at the time I owned and lived at "Linden-
wald," the former home of President Van Buren.

/s/ Clementine Birney deProsse
Clementine Birney deProsse

Sworn to before me this
20th day of October, 1975.

/s/ Harold V.A. Drumm
Notary Public

Extant Beds

1. SLEIGH BEDS (2), mahogany, late classical, 1830-40 (MAVA 347
and private co]1ectiong

Documentation: Originally owned by Martin Van Buren, according to
Mrs. Clementine B. deProsse, who sold them to Mrs. Cornelia Birck-
mayer before 1957. Mrs. Birckmayer sold one to the National Park
Service in 1980 (MAVA 347) and the other to a Kinderhook resident

sometime thereafter.

Conclusion: These beds are of the rtight period and style to have

been used at Lindenwald.
2. SLEIGH BED, grained pine, late classical, 1830-40 (MAVA 92)

Documentation: Found in Lindenwald attic in 1977 and identified by
deProsse/Akers family as part of original Lindenwald furnishings.

Conclusion: This bed is of the correct period and style for Linden-
wald,
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3. SLEIGH BED, mahogany veneer, Tlate classical, c. 1840, with
1abel of William Shipman (MAVA 1324)

Documentation: William Shipman is listed among the cabinetmakers in
the New York City Business Directory in 1840-41. The bed was pur-
chased from the deProsse/Akers family who assert that it was Martin
Van Buren's bed,

Conclusion: This Targe sleigh bed is of the correct period and style
and has a strong Lindenwald provenance.

Beds--Summary

Mrs. Clementine B. deProsse has stated that in 1917 there were eight
sleigh beds from the Van Buren period in Lindenwald. Some of the
beds were mahogany, some were walnut, and some were grained. Of
these, 4 are extant, 3 in MAVA's collection (MAVA 347, 92, and 1324),

and 1 in private hands.

Only the Targe mahogany sleigh bed with William Shipman‘s label (#3)
has been identified with a particular person or room. This bed is
believed to be the bed which Martin Van Buren used at Lindenwald and
the bed in which he died in 1862.

The "Best Bedstead" used by Van Buren in Albany and sent to Washing-
ton in 1829 has not survived, nor has any crib associated with Van
Buren's grandchildren.

The “sofa-bedsteads" are discussed under sofas,
CHAIRS
References

1. 1829, July 13. MVB (W) to JAH (NY} (NYPL-Pres. Papers)

“I shall want to get the following articles from N York--8 chairs for
the receiving room; 12 chairs for the drawing room--light & neat--
cushions to be made here & to correspond with the curtains; 30 for
the dining room I should say light and neat mahogany with black bot-
toms..."
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2. 1829, September 8. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. Papers)

"Let Mr. Cockron make two chairs for me like yours & send them on."

3. 1829, October 15. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. Papers)

"My little Franklin's head is so completely bound by the failure of
the N York easy chairs & the obvious superiority of his.... I do as-
sure you that he has cause for exultation for they present truly a
mournful scarcity of calico & stuffing."

4, 1830, September 10. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. Papers)

"I am seated in my lounge chair from which & its vicinity I shall not
soon depart."

5. 1839, July 30. STVB (A) to ASVB (Europe) (MAVA #714)

There were "11 chairs" in the dining room at Kleinood at the time of
Van Buren's first visit after he bought Lindenwald.

6. 1858, April 12. Portrait of MVB, GPA Healy (White House
865.1336)

A high-backed chair with wooden crest rail, tufted orange upholstery,
is in the background of this portrait which was painted at Linden-
wald.

7. 1859, April 30. Account of STVB with M.H. Reid (LC-VB)

"1 qt copal varnish for chairs...”

8. c. 1862. D.T. Lynch, An Epoch and a Man (1929), p. 544

"On days when he is too weak he sits on an easy chair covered with
chintz...three fiddle-back chairs, with seats of gray horse-hair,
complete the furnishings."

9. c. 1864, Letter, P.I. Prentice to Superintendent, MAVA,
March 1, 1977

Regarding a sofa and chair he intends to give to MAVA: "I can only
tell you that both my mother [Lydia Vanderpoel Prentice], who died in
1956, and my grandmother [Adeline E. Vanderpoel], who died in 1912,
both told me my grandfather [Aaron] Vanderpoel bought them for his
home "Sparren Roede' in Kinderhook when the furnishings of Linden-
wald were sold at auction when the president's son lost the house."
See #11, 12, 13, below. See also Extant Chairs, #6.
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10. 1866, December 5. Invoice for STVB, S & JS Bogardus (FishkiT1

Landing) (LC-VB)

"To filling in with hair covering seats--glueing--polishing 6 Blk
walnut chairs 5.40

1 chair 1.35
To upholstering, Repairing, Varnishing
2 chairs 6.46."

11, 1904, May 14-May 10, 1911. Will of Adeline E. Vanderpoel,
recorded December 20, 1612, Wil1l Book AA, p. 493, Deed Book
152, p. 486, Columbia County Courthouse, Hudson, N.Y.

Originally, Mrs. Yanderpoel Tleft to her son Augustus H. Vanderpoel
“the large dining table and chairs that belong [sic] to Martin Van
Buren." By a codicil dated May 10, 1911, everything Teft to Augustus
(deceased) was left to her three daughters: Mary V. Franklin, Marga-
ret V. Newcomer, and Lydia V. Prentice. Margaret Newcomer also was
to receive all furniture in the house at Kinderhook not otherwise
mentioned. See #9, above.

12, 1912, November 2. Will of Mary Yanderpoel Frankiin, Recorded
July 20, 1916, Surrogate Court, County of New York

Mrs. Franklin left "my Van Buren chair" to her sister Margaret Van-
derpoel Newcomer.

13. 1919, January 23. Will of Margaret Vanderpoel Newcomer, Re-
corded July 6, 1920, Deed Book 170, p. 355, Columbia County
Court House, Hudson, N.Y.

Mrs. Newcomer left all furniture to her husband, Waldo Newcomer, to
be distributed among his children. See #18, below.

14, c. 1929. Article by Major Alex Well, unidentified newspaper
(MAVA Collection)

See Fig. 7.
15. c._1930s. Photographs in deProsse Collection (MAVA Neg. 5110)

See Figs. 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14,

16. c. 1930s. Photographs from Rowles Studio Collection (MAVA
Neg. 5120)

See Figs. 8, 12, 16.
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17. c. 1936. Photograph from Weig Collection (MAVA Neg. 5160)

See Fig. 15.

18. 1940, January 12. Auction, Margaret Vanderpoel-Newcomer
Estate, Kinderhook

Items to be soid included "5-piece Van Buren parlor suite." See #9,
above.

19, 1984, January 21. Christie's New York, "American Furniture
v..a p. 221, lot 219

"219 A FEDERAL MAHOGANY SIDE CHAIR, New York, 1790-1810

With molded square back with a raised center crest rail above a
carved and pierced Prince-of-Wales plume flanked by fan-carved span-
drels above a carved and pierced urn, over a trapezoidal over-uphol-
stered seat rail on reeded square tapering legs and spade feet--
approx. 34 in. (87cm,) high"

Note: Though no provenance was published, at the sale it was stated
that the provenance was the same as lot 339, extension dining table
once owned by Martin Van Buren, descended in Vanderpoel-Newcomer fam-
ilies. See Extant Chairs, #7.

Extant Chairs

1. ARMCHAIRS (2), mahogany, late classical with Gothic trefoil

cutouts, 1835-55 (MAVA 13, 60)

SIDE CHAIRS (6), mahogany, late classical with Gothic trefoil

cutouts, 1835-55 (MAVA 54-59)

A1l of the chairs have been reupholstered in persimmon mohair

plush (a@ reproduction based on original fabricg.
Documentation: These chairs form a set with sofa, settee, card ta-
Ble, and center table (MAVA 14, 02, 07, and 26). DeProsse/Akers
family tradition says this set was selected for Lindenwald when it
was first furnished in 1841. The set appears in c. 1917 and 1930s
photos (figs. 10-15) and remained in Lindenwald (see 1936 Inventory,
Ttem 30, Appendix ?) until purchased by Hyde Park Historical Associa-
tion and Nationmal Park Foundation and donated to the National Park
Service in 1975. The armchairs are very similar to the one depicted
in Healy's 1858 portrait of Van Buren (fig. 21), painted from life at
Lindenwald.
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Conclusion: The style of the set is typical of New York cabinetmak-
ers of the period (such as Meeks and Roux), and it could very well
have been purchased there expressly for Lindenwald in 1841. The 1858
painting Tlends additional credence to the set's Lindenwald prove-
nance.

2. SIDE CHAIRS (8), mahogany veneer, Empire, klismos style, 1820-
35, with black horsehair cloth slip seats (reproduction based
on original fabric) (MAVA 262-269)

Documentation: Statement by Clementine Birney deProsse, September
19, 1979: "My father, Dr. B.H. Birney, purchased “Lindenwald" from
Mr. Adam Wagoner in the year 1917. At that time, Mr. Wagoner stated
definitely that the eight matched Empire style dining chairs, plus
one more I gave to a dear friend, belonged to the Van Buren family
and were used as dining chairs." One appears in Figure 16, c. 1930s.
See also #16, below.

Conclusion: These chairs accurately fit the description of the 30
dining chairs ordered from New York by MVB for his Washington resi-
dence in 1829 (Ref. 1). The one given away by Mrs. deProsse is un-
Tocated, as is the rest of the set.

3, SWIVEL ARMCHAIR, basswood or Tinden with brown leather back
(reproduced from original covering), Elizabethan Revival with
spool-turned supports, 1850-55 (MAVA 83)

Documentation: Found in Lindenwald attic in 1977. This chair ap-
pears in a 1930s photograph (Fig. 3) and, according to deProsse/Akers
family, belonged to Van Buren and was in the house when Dr. Birney
purchased it in 1917. It was listed in the 1936 inventory, item 2
(Appendix ?) as "Van Buren's personal study chair.”

Conclusion: This type of chair developed in the 18505 and was often
used in libraries and offices as well as in other rooms.

4. SIDE CHAIRS (4), tiger-stripe maple, with caned seats {repro-
duction based on original), late classical with Gothic pointed
arches, 1825-40 (MAVA 148-151)

Documentation: These chairs were given to CCHS by the estate of Mrs.
Horne in 1973 to be held for Lindenwald. NPS received the chairs in
1977. Chairs correspond to various chair fragments found in Linden-
wald's attic in 1983 (Acc. 267). Evidence of original rosewood
graining was found on these chairs and the fragments.

Conclusion: These chairs fit the description of the 12 "light &
neat™ chairs ordered from New York by MVB in 1829 for the drawing

room of his Washington residence.
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5. ARMCHAIR, walnut, rococo revival, 1845-55 (MAVA 127)

Documentation: Donated to CCHS by John T. Bender, Jvr., in 1968 and

purchased by NPS in 1977. A note attached to the chair by Mr. Bend-
er's father states that the chair was owned by President Van Buren at
his home near Kinderhook. The chair is said to have been a commode
chair, but conservation treatment in 1982 revealed no evidence of
this. The chair has been reupholstered several times and the origi-
nal covering has not been determined.

Conclusion: This chair is of the correct period for Lindenwald.

6. SIDE CHAIR, rosewood with inlay, late classical, 1835-40
(MAVA 116)

Documentation: Donated to NPS with sofa (MAVA 115) in 1977 by P.I.

Prentice, a descendent of Aaron Vanderpoel who purchased numercus
furnishings from the Lindenwald estate c. 1864, According to the
donor's family tradition, these pieces were part of a parlor set pur-
chased for Lindenwald by Van Buren's "sister." The set is beljeved
to be European and the original covering has not been determined.
See reference 9, above.

Conclusion: The set has a strong Lindenwald association; however, it

js unlike other documented Van Buren furnishings. It is possible

that it was part of a set purchased in 1838-39, when Angelica, Abra-
ham, and John Van Buren were in Europe; however, there is no docu-
mentation for this. The chair would be appropriate for use with the
sofa.

7. SIDE CHAIR, mahogany, Federal, 1790-1800, black horsehair
cloth (MAVA 1016)

Documentation: Purchased at Christie's auction in 1984 by NPS. This

chair descended in the family of Aaron Vanderpoel and is believed to
be the "Van Buren chair" mentioned in family wills. A 1904 will men-
tions dining chairs once owned by Van Buren and a will of 1912-14
mentions only one chair. The whereabouts of the rest of the set is
unknown. See references 11-13, 19, above.

Conclusion: This side chair was undoubtedly made in New York; how-

aver it is much too early to have been made for Lindenwald or for Van

Buren's Washington residence, and chairs are not mentioned as being
among the items unsold, packed, and sent to Washington in 1829, If
this chair was at Lindenwald, it was possibly brought by one of Van
Buren's daughters-in-law or more likely, was one of the "11 chairs”
left in the house when Van Buren purchased it in 1839. This chair
would be appropriate for use at Lindenwald as an "odd" chair.
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8. ROCKING CHAIR, mahogany veneer, late classical/rococo revival,
1840-50, black horsehair cloth (reproduction based on origi-
nal) (MAVA 32)

Documentation: According to Ken Campbell, this rocker was among the
furnishings Teft in Lindenwald when he purchased it in 1957.  Pur-

chased in 1975 by HPHA and donated to NPS.

Lonclusion: Rocker is of the correct period for Lindenwald but the
documentation is not strong.

9. SIDE CHAIRS (2), mahogany and mahogany veneer, Empire (Grecian
modified klismos), 1825-35 (MAVA 107, 108)

Documentation: Purchased by NPS from Ken Campbell in 1977.

Conclusion: The set of 8 chairs ordered from New York for the re-
ceiving room of MVB's Washington residence in 1829 (Ref. 1) could
have been of this style, though no VB association was claimed for
these chairs.

10. ARMCHAIRS (2) and SIDE CHAIRS (2), walnut, Louis XVI revival,
1865-75, grey-green horsehair cloth (MAVA 48-51)

Documentation: These chairs and matching settee (MAVA 52) and an-
other settee no longer extant were stated by the deProsse/Akers fam-
ily to have been part of the Van Buren furnishings Teft in the house.
Parts of the set appear in 1930s photographs (Figs. 4, 8).

Conclusion: Although this set has a Lindenwald provenance, it ap-
pears to date from later than the Van Buren period. The set should
be retained for further study.

11. ARMCHAIRS (3), mahogany veneer, late classical (Grecian),
1830-40, brown-black horsehair cloth seats (private col-
lections)

Documentation: Owned by descendents of the Birckmayer family in Kin-
derhook, New York, and Hartford, Connecticut. These chairs were re-
putedly brought by Martin Van Buren to a Kinderhook cabinetmaker
(Birckmayer) for repair. When Van Buren died, the chairs were never
called for. Minutes of the August 9, 1862, meeting of Van Buren's
sons at Lindenwald reveal that Smith T. Van Buren, one of the execu-
tors, was "authorized to pay the following Bills against the Estate,
yviz: Philip Birckmayer $127.50..."

Lonclusion: These chairs are of the correct period for Lindenwald.
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12, SIDE CHAIRS (4), mahogany, late classical (Grecian), c. 1830,
black horsehair cloth seats (White House 962.287.1-4)

Documentation: [Donated to the White House in 1962 by Mrs. Arthur
Mawhinney of New Rochelle, New York, who stated that the chairs "were
in the home of President Van Buren."

Conclusion: These chairs also fit the description of the 8 ordered
from New York by MVB for his Washington residence in 1829 (Ref. 1).

13. SIDE CHAIR, mahogany, slip seat, transitional late classical/
rococo revival, 1850-70 (private collection)

Documentation: This chair was purchased at auction at the Niverville
Exchange on February 22, 1969, by Mr. William Drumm with the under-
standing that it and a small trestle table were from one of the "ori-

inal auctions of Martin Van Buren at Lindenwald, Kinderhook, N.Y."
%pre-Birney) and were purchased by Thomas Garrigan. As of 1980, the
chair was still in the possession of Mr. Drumm of Niverville; Mr.
Drumm died in 1983 and the present location of the chair is unknown.

Conclusion: This chair, probably part of a parlor set of six, dates
later than the original furnishing of Lindenwald, but is of the pro-
per period to have been used when Smith Thompson Van Buren and his
family joined the ex-President there, 1850-62. This chair would be
appropriate for use in the addition.

14. WINDSOR SETTEE, early 19th century (private collection)

Documentation: The settee is owned by a descendant of the Hoes fam-
ily who at one time lived in the mansion house across from Linden-
wald and who claims that the settee and a pair of candelabra came
from Lindenwald.

Conclusion: There is no documentation for windsor chairs or settees
at Lindenwald; however, it is possible that this piece was used at
Lindenwald during the Van Buren period, perhaps as a “left-over" from
the Van MNess period. The settee would be appropriate for use in a

back or service haltl.
15. ROCKING CHAIR, slat-back, 1800-50 (MAVA 1111)

Documentation: This rocking chair was received in 1941 by Mrs, Law-
rence F. Selig from her grandmother, Mrs. Cora Dickenson, who at one
time lived in Valatie, New York, and was given the chair by a niece

of Van Buren's who said it had belonged to the ex-President. The
chair was purchased by MAVA in 1284.
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Conclusion: The chair is of the correct period for Lindenwald and
would be appropriate in a service area or servant's room.

16. SIDE CHAIRS (2), mahogany veneer, Empire (Grecian, klismos),
c. 1820-35 (MAVA 1174, 1175), with needlepoint slip seats

Documentation: These chairs match MAVA 262-269 (#2, above) and were
donated to NPS in 1985 by Dexter Hinckley who had received them many
years before from Clementine deProsse.

Conclusion: These chairs are original and would be appropriate for
use. The needlepoint seat covers should be replaced with black
horsehair cloth.

Chairs=--Summary

A number of the chairs Van Buren ordered from New York in 1829 and
later used at Lindenwald are believed to be among the 40 chairs asso-
ciated with Van Buren which have survived in various collections.

The 10 klismos dining chairs (#2 and #16) believed to be part of the
set of 30 "light and neat mahogany with black bottoms" originally
ordered for Van Buren's Washington residence are typical of chairs
used in upstate New York as well during the period. Similar sets of
klismos dining chairs were used by the Van Rensselaer family at
Cherry Hill in Albany and by the Bronck family in Coxsackie.

The 4 tiger maple chairs with cane seats (#4) are believed to be part
of the set of 12 "light and neat" chairs ordered for Van Buren's
Washington drawing room. Cushions for these chairs have not sur-
vived.

References to "easy" and "lounge" chairs in 1829 indicate Van Buren's
desire for comfort. Although these particular chairs have not sur-
vived, Tater examples, such as the high-backed tufted armchairs from
the Gothic-decorated parlor set (#1) and the rococo revival tufted
ammchair (#5) were used at Lindenwald.

There is no description of the "11 chairs" used for dining at the
mansion in 1839 and they undoubtedly represented a variety of dates
and styles, either left by the Van Ness or Paulding families or
brought in by the Van Burens for the occasion.

The black walnut chairs with haircloth seats repaired for Smith T.

Van Buren in 1866 have not been found and it is not possible to de-
termine if they were used at Lindenwald.
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There is no description of the 5-piece parlor set auctioned in 1940,
however, it may relate to the small rosewood chair (#6) or the trans-
jtional rococo revival chair (#13).

We do not know the source of Lynch's 1929 description of Van Buren's

bedroom in 1862; however, the "easy chair" could be #5 and the three
"fidd1e-back" chairs could be from sets #9, 11, or 12.

CHESTS OF DRAWERS/COMMODES/CUPBOARDS

References

1. c. 1862. D.T. Lynch, An Epoch and A Man (1929), p. 544

"The sleigh-bed, of the same warm-toned mahogany from which the rest
of the furniture is fashioned, is flanked on either side by a plain
chest of drawers." This refers to Van Buren's bedroom.

2. 1936. Inventory of MVB Furniture, Weig, "Lindenwald" Report,"

Appendix IV
"18 - Mahogany bureau
30 - 2 dressers
32 - Grey painted bedroom set...
4 - Dresser
5 - Washstand
36 - 2 mahogany marble-top washstands"

3. 1930s. Photographs, deProsse/Akers Collections (MAVA Negq. 5110)

Photograph of Room 101 (Fig. 1) showing marble-top bureau with mir-
ror.

Extant Chests of Drawers/Commodes/Cupboards

1. COMMODE, mahogany, marble top, late classical, 1830-40 (MAVA
350)

Documentation: Purchased from Clementine B. deProsse in 1980, this
piece "originally graced the old Mansion and dates to the President
Martin Van Buren period."

Conclusion: This commode or washstand is of the proper period for
Lindenwald.
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2. CHEST OF DRAWERS, mahogany, mahogany veneer, and pine,
Federal/late classical, 1815-35 ?MAVA 27)

Documentation: Purchased from Ken Campbell by NPF and donated to NPS
in 1975, this chest is one of nine claimed by Campbell to have been
part of the Van Buren furnishings. The deProsse/Akers family did not
confirm this claim.

Conclusion: This piece is too early to have been purchased especial-
ly for Lindenwald, but could have been one of those pieces sent up
from Washington.

3. CHEST OF DRAWERS, mahogany veneer, cherry, and pine, late
classical, 1830-40 (MAVA 28{

Documentation: Same as #2.

Conclusion: This chest is of the correct period for Lindenwald.

4, CHEST OF DRAWERS, mahogany, mahogany veneer, and pine, late
classical, 1830-40 (MAVA 44)

Documentation: Same as #2.

Conclusion: This chest is of the correct period for Lindenwald.

5. CHEST OF DRAWERS, painted-grain poplar and pine, late clas-
sical, c. 1850 (MAVA 53)

Documentation: Same as #2.

Lonclusion: This chest is of the correct period to have been used at
Lindenwald.

6. CHEST OF DRAWERS, birds' eye maple and pine, marble top (MAVA
135), late classical, 1830-40, with oval mirror (MAVA 136)

Documentation: This is one of four chests given to NPS in 1977 by
Ken Campbell. The deProsse/Akers family denied that it had a VB
association.

Conclusion: Although association is lacking, this chest is of the
proper period for Lindenwald.
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7. HIGH CHEST OF DRAWERS, mahogany and oak, late classical,
1830-40 (MAVA 138) '

Documentation: Same as #6., Neither confirmed nor denied by the
deProsse/Akers family.

Conclusion: Although documentation is lacking, this chest is of the
proper period to have been used at Lindenwald. This piece bears sim-
ilarities to wardrobe MAVA 134).

8. CHEST OF DRAWERS, mahogany, mahogany veneer and poplar,
Empire {archaeological classical), 1825-30 (MAVA 139)

Documentation: Same as #6. Neither confirmed nor denied by deProsse/
Akers family.

Conclusion: This chest {s too early to have been purchased especial-
[y for Lindenwald and documentation is lacking.

9. CHEST OF DRAWERS, mahogany veneer and poplar, Empire (arche-
ological classical), 1825-35 (MAVA 140}

Documentation: Same as #6. Neither confirmed nor denied by deProsse/
Akers family.

Conclusion: This chest is too early to have been purchased especial-
Ty for Lindenwald and documentation is lacking.

10. CHEST OF DRAWERS, mahogany veneer, late classical (Gothic
elements), 1835-45 (MAVA 665)

Documentation: Ken Campbell claimed this was a Van Buren piece; how-
ever, this was denied by the deProsse/Akers family, Donated to NPS
by John B. Warner following Mr. Campbell's death in 1981.

Conclusion: This piece is of the proper period to have been used at
Lindenwald, although documentation is lacking,

11. CHESTS OF DRAWERS (2), mahogany, marble tops, late classical,
1830-40 (private collection)

Documentation: These unmatching chests are in the possession of the
deProsse/Akers family and are said to have been part of the Van Buren
furnishings at Lindenwald.

Conclusion: These chests are of the proper period for Lindenwald.

12, CUPBOARD, grained pine, Federal/classical, country, 1800-50
{MAVA 20)
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Documentation: This cupboard was identified by the deProsse/Akers
family as a Van Buren piece left in Lindenwald's basement. Purchased
by HPHA from Ken Campbell and donated to NPS in 1975.

Conclusion: This cupboard is of the proper period to have been used
at Lindenwald.

Chests of Drawers/Commodes/Cupboards--Summary

There are no period references to case pieces being used by Van Buren
in Albany, Washington, or Kinderhook. There is one reference in
Lynch's 1929 book to two plain chests of drawers in Van Buren's bed-

room at Lindenwald, but the source of Lynch's description is not known.

Four pieces that were in the house when the deProsse‘s owned it--
1 commode (#1), 1 cupboard {#12), and 2 chests of drawers {#11)-- are
extant in MAVA's and a private collection. The remaining 9 chests
were in Lindenwald in 1975 but they are not well documented as Van
Buren pieces.

MIRRORS
References

1. 1829, April 18, JVB (A) to MBV {W) (PSU-ADH)

No bid upon "one Pair mirrors" from MVB's house in Albany.

2. 1829, July 13. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. Papers)

“I shall want to get the following articles from M York--2 pier
glasses for the mantle pieces-~three feet & a half wide & about
high--I prefer these to the mantelpiece glasses."

3. 1840. "Speech of Mr. [Charles] Ogle on the Regal Splendor of
the President™s Palace”

"What would the frugal and honest 'Hoosiers' think were they to be-
hold a democratic peacock, in full court costume, strutting by the
hour before golden-framed mirrors NINE FEET HIGH and FOUR FEET and a
HALF WIDE?"

4, 1866, December 5. Account of STVB with S & JS Bogardus
{LC-VB)
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"Oct. 15th 1 Looking Glass plate 10 by 14, 1.25"

5. 1936. Inventory of MVB Furniture, Weig, “Lindenwald Report,"
Appendix IV

"4 - 2 large mirrors (3' by 10'6")

6. 1930s. Photographs from Weig, Rowles Studio, and deProsse
ColTection {MAVA Negs. 5160, 5120, and 5110)

See Figs. 12, 14, and 15, showing pier mirror in Room 106.

7. 1938, February 12. Clementine B. deProsse to Dr. James Leath
{see Appendix D)

"Front rooms have gilded frame mirrors, reaching from floor to ceiling.”

Extant Mirrors

1. PIER MIRRORS (2), gold leaf on pine and poplar frame, late
classical, 1830-40 (MAVA 23, 24)

Documentation: Located between the front windows in Lindenwald rooms
104 and 106, these pier mirrors were donated to NPS in 1975 by Ken
Campbel1l. Tradition says these mirrors were brought by Van Buren
from the White House, although they do not match the dimensions of
the White House mirrors given by Rep. Charles Ogle in 1840 (Ref. 3).

Conclusion: There is no evidence to substantiate the claim that
these mirrors were brought from the White House and because of their
fit, it is more likely they were purchased specifically for Lindenwald.
Structural evidence and wallpaper layers indicate these mirrors have
been in place since the mid-19th century. See Figs. 12, 14, 15.

2. MIRRORS (2), ogee-moulded, mahogany veneer on pine, late
ctassical, 1830-40 (MAVA 35, 36)

Documentation: Declared by the deProsse/Akers family to be part of
the van Buren furnishings, these mirrors were purchased by the NPF
from Ken Campbell and donated to NPS in 1975.

Conclusion: These mirrors are of the proper period and style to have
been used at Lindenwald.

3. MIRRORS (3), ogee-moulded, mahogany veneer on pine, late
classical, 1830-40 (MAVA 30, 37, 41)
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Documentation: Claimed by Ken Campbell to have been part of the Van
Buren furnishings; the presence of these mirrors at Lindenwald was
neither confirmed nor denied by deProsse/Akers family. Purchased by
NPF and donated to NPS in 1975,

Conclusion: Documentation for these mirrors is not strong, although
they are of the proper period for Lindenwald.

4. MIRRORS (4), ogee-moulded, mahogany veneer on pine, late
classical, 1830-40 (MAVA 109, 110, 111, 113)

Documentation: The NPS purchased these mirrors from Ken Campbell in
1977, ATthough they might have been part of the Van Buren furnish-
ings, the deProsse/Akers family did not confirm this.

Conclusion: The mirrors are of the proper period for Lindenwald.

5. PIER MIRROR, with carved and gilded maho?any frame,
empire/late classical, 1825-45 (MAVA 193

Documentation: This pier mirror was donated to NPS in 1978 by
Mrs. Donald Whitbeck of Kinderhook, whose family tradition reports
the mirror was taken from Lindenwald by Adam Wagoner when he sold the
house to Dr. Birney in 1917.

Conclusion: This pier mirror is of the proper date to have been used
at [indenwald during the Van Buren period; however, since the most
formal rooms have simple-framed pier mirrors in place, it is not
apparent where this elaborate piece would have been used. If a Van
Buren piece, it might have come to Lindenwald with Smith T. and his
family in 1849. The mirror should be retained for further study.

6. MIRROR, ogee-moulded, mahogany veneer on pine, late classical,
1830-40 (private collection)

Documentation: This mirror is in the possession of the deProsse/Akers
family who state it was used at Lindenwald during the Van Buren period.

Conclusion: This mirror is of the proper period and style to have
been used at Lindenwald and would be appropriate in a bedroom.

Mirrors--Summary

The two pier glasses measuring 4%'h by 3%'w which Van Buren ordered
from New York for over the mantelpieces in his Washington residence
in 1829 (Ref. 2) have not survived; however, the 2 large pier mirrors
(9%'h by 3'w) in the front rooms at Lindenwald (#1) have been dated
to the Van Buren period. Oral tradition suggests the latter mirrors
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were brought from the White House; however, they do not fit Represen-
tative Ogle's description (9'h by 4%'w} (Ref. 3) and they do appear
to have been made especially for Lindenwald,

There is no description of the pair of wmirrors sent from Albany to
Washington in 1829 (Ref., 1), nor 1is there any description for the
frame which fit the "Looking Glass Flate 10 x 14" ordered by Smith
T. Van Buren in 1866 (Ref. 4) when he was living in Beacon, NY.

Ten mahogany veneer ogee-moulded mirrors of various sizes, at least
three of them reasonably well associated with Van Buren and Lindenwald,
are extant in MAVA's and a private collection (#2, 3, 4, 6).

An elaborate gilt-framed pier mirror {#5) removed from Lindenwald in

1917 has survived. Although it does date from the Van Buren period,
its original location in the mansion is not known.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
References

. 1. ¢. 1917, Photograph, deProsse Collection (MAVA Neg. 5110)

See Fig. 6 showing Hallett and Cumston piano in hall (Room 105).

2. ¢. 1929, Article by Major Alex Well in unidentified newspaper
(MAVA Neg. )

See Fig. 7 showing Hallett and Cumston piano in hall (Room 105).

3. 1936. Inventory of MVB Furniture, Weig, "Lindenwald Report,”
Appendix IV

“9--Hallett and Cumston piano and stool”

4. 1930s. Photograph, deProsse Collection (MAVA Neg. 5110)

Fig. 8 showing Hallett and Cumston piano in hall {Room 105).

5. 1930s. Photographs, Rowles Studio and deProsse Collections
(MAVA Neg. 5120, 5110)

Figs. 12 and 14. Both show the melodeon (MAVA 348) in Room 106,
though in different locations.

6. 1980, August 7. Ciementine B, deProsse, To Whom It May
. Concern (MAVA Acc. 59)
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See General Furnishings Reference #30, page 88.

Extant Musical Instruments

1. MELODEON, rosewood, rococo revival, made by Bernhard Shoninger,
New Haven, Connecticut, 1850-60 (MAYA 348)

Documentation: Statement signed by Clementine B. deProsse on August
7, 1980, maintains that this was one of the pieces that "originally
graced the old Mansion and date to the President Martin Van Buren
period." It remained in deProsse family possession until purchased

by NPS in 1980. See Figs. 12 and 14.

Conclusion: The melodeon likely came to Lindenwald for use by Smith
T. Van Buren's family, 1850-62.

2. SPINET PIANO, rosewood, late classical, made by John Tallman,
New York, 1825-35 (MAVA 75)

Documentation: This piano was supposedly owned by Margaret Silvester
of Kinderhook, whom Van Buren is said to have courted. It was
donated to NPS in 1975 from the estate of George Van Santvoord,
through his daughter, Allelu Kurten.

Conclusion: Although this piano was never at Lindenwald and its Van
Buren association is tangential, it is a good example of a New York
piano of the period.

3. SQUARE PIANO, mahogany, late classical/rococo revival, made by
Hallet and Cumston, Boston, Massachusetts, serial #9926, 1860-
65, {MAVA 01)

Documentation: The deProsse/Akers family state that this piano was
inTindenwald when they occupied it (1917-1957) and they believe it
to have belonged to Jenny Jerome, whose father owned Lindenwald
1864-66. Purchased by HPHA from Ken Campbell and donated to NPS in
1975, See Figs. 6-8.

Conclusion: Although the piano has a Lindenwald provenance, it is
probabTy too late to have been used during the Van Buren period
whether the Jerome association is valid or not. Its use is not
anticipated,
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Musical Instruments--Summary

There is not a single reference to a musical instrument or to musical

entertainment at Lindenwald in any of the contemporary documents

researched. Although Van Buren and his family attended the opera in

New York and Angelica Singleton Van Buren played the harp in her girl-
hood, no other indications of musical tastes or talents have been

found.

A melodeon (#1) said to have been at Lindenwald during the Van Buren
period is in MAVA's collection, as is a piano supposedly used at
Lindenwald later by Jenny Jerome (#3).

Also in MAYA's collection is a New York-made spinet piano (#2)

reputedly owned by Margaret Silvester, whom Martin Van Buren is
said to have courted during his retirement years.

SECRETARIES/BOOKCASES/DESKS
References

1. 1850, April 20. STYB to R. Upjohn, (Upjohn Papers-NYPL)
Platt, HRS, p. 91 '

"Pray hurry on the Library & Hand-rail. Did I understand that they
were to be done by the same hand? I saw a Library designed for Mr.
Barnard in Albany which pleased me & only cost $200. It was black
walnut and plain--but was prettier than Mr. ‘s (in 14th St.) as
Kelly's was before Barnards...." :

2. 1850, May 13. Ibid. Platt, (HRS, p. 92)

"The estimates for the Library differ so much that I must submit the
matter to your discretion. If you know & can rely upon the person
who offers to do the work for $300, of course, you will give it to
him....How many feet of wire-work did you say?"

3. 1850, May 5. [Ibid. Platt, (HRS, p. 91)

"As to the Library you seem to have forgotten our arrangement: which
was that you should have the plan (when completed) estimated upon by
one or two competent persons at New York....
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4, 1850, May 17. 1bid. {Platt, HRS, p. 98)

"Estimate of...Library (including wire work} $340."
5. 1850, June 28. Ibid. (Platt, HRS, p. 94)

"I have had a visit from Mr. Halenback [Hollenbeck] who promises to
be here with his book-cases about the 15th July,,.."

6. 1850, August 14, Thos. C. Moore (NY) to RU (Platt, MRS,
pp. 95-96)

"Please give me the length & width of mesh concluded on for Mr. V
Burens Secretary & as near as practicable the Size of wire to be
made of, I called at your office & left word for this & hoped to
have heard from you in this"

7. 1850, August 22. Thos. C. Moore (NY) to RU (Platt, HRS, p.96)

“The doors for Mr. Van Burens book case are all done and subject to
your directions. I send over herewith for your inspection & hope
they will please. Any directions you may send me relative to for-
warding will be attended to. 1 presume they will not require to be
boxed.

8. 1936. Exhibition Catalogue, The National Savings Bank,
Albany, NY

“Item 11. Bookcase used by Martin Van Buren in his library at
Lindenwald. Loaned by James Adger Reynolds.“

g. 1936. Inventory of MVB Furniture, Weig, "Lindenwald,"”
Appendix TV

"1--Van Buren's personal secretary.”

10. 1930s, Photograph, deProsse Collection (MAVA Neg. 5110}

See Fig. 3.

11. 1940, January 12. Auction Notice, Vanderpoel -Newcomer
tstate (K), copy in MAVA files

"5--President Martin Yan Buren book cases"

Extant Secretaries/Bookcases/Desks

1. SECRETARY-BOOKCASE, mahogany, mahogany veneer, pine and poplar,
glazed doors, late classical, 1830-50 (MAVA 05)
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Documentation: This glass-fronted secretary-bookcase was jdentified
by the deProsse/Akers family as having belonged to Van Buren at
Lindenwald. It appears in a 1930s photograph (Fig. 3). Purchased by
HPHA from Ken Campbell and donated to NPS in 1975,

Conclusion: This secretary-bookcase is of the proper period to have
been used by Van Buren at Lindenwald, although it lacks the wire-mesh
doors provided by Thomas Moore in 1850 (Ref. 1) for Van Buren's new
secretary (Reference 6, above)

2. SECRETARY-BOOKCASE, mahogany, mahogany veneer, poplar and pine,
late classical, 1835-45 (MAVA 125)

Documentation: This New York City type secretary-bookcase supposedly

beTonged to Martin Van Buren and was purchased at an auction prior to

1954 by William O'Connor of Hudson. The story passed that the piece

had been lost in a card game by one of Van Buren's sons., This infor-

mation is provided in a letter by Mr. and Mrs, Robert Ganley, November
15, 1976. Kathryn MacDonald inherited the piece and sold it to NPS

in 1977,

Conclusion: There is no documentation for the "card game" story,

although the secretary-bookcase is of the correct period to have been

used at Lindenwald. The piece might be one of the 5 Van Buren book-
. cases auctioned in 1940 (Ref.11).

3. BUREAU DESK, mahogany and mahogany veneer, Empire (archaeolo-
gical classical), 1825-45 {MAVA 09}

Documentation: This bureau desk was among the furnishings purchased
Trom Ken Campbell by HPHA and donated to NPS in 1975. The deProsse/
Akers family did not confirm the presence of this piece in the house,.

Conclusion: Documentation is not strong; however, this piece is of
the correct period for Lindenwald and could conceivably be the
"carved dressing case" mentioned as being in Lindenwald in 1891
(General Furnishings reference 22).

4, SET OF OPEN SHELVES, pine with walnut stain, late classical
style, ¢. 1850 (MAVA 102)

Documentation: Donated by Ken Campbell in 1977 as a Van Buren piece.
Its presence at Lindenwald was neither confirmed nor denied by the
deProsse/Akers family.

Conclusion: Although documentation is weak, this could be used as a
period piece. Possibly used for books, but not decorative enough for
use in the Upjohn-designed 1ibrary.
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Secretaries/Bookcases/Desks--Summary

The only period references to secretaries and bookcases at Lindenwald
are found in Smith T. Van Buren's and cabinetmaker Thomas Moore's
correspondence with architect Richard Upjohn in 1850 (Ref. 1-7). The
wire-fronted pieces referred to have not been located. Secretary-
bookcases with Van Buren associations, which appear to pre-date these
references, exist in MAVA's collection (#1 and #2).

According to the Historic Structures Report, bookcases lined the
walls of the library (Room 111}. There is no indication what the
bookcases looked 1ike, except that they probably had wire-mesh doors.
These bookcases may have been the "5 President Van Buren book cases”
offered for sale in 1940 (Ref. 11}, These have not been located,
nor has the bookcase listed in the 1930s catalogue.

Five bookcases designed by Upjohn in 1842 for Robert Kelly's New York
home which are currently in the collections of the New York State
Museum (Albany) and the Munson-Williams-Proctor Institute (Utica)
may have been similar to those used at Lindenwald, although STVB
preferred the style of Mr. Barnard's in Albany to that of Kelly's
(Ref. 1),

SIDEBOARDS
References

1. 1816, July 31. BFB (A) to MVB (NYSL)

“They say your sideboard cost $1100. ('How the world is given to lying')"

2. 1827, November 28. JVB (NHaven) to J. Moyt {A) Mackenzie ,
Life of MVE, p. 202

“The bullet mould is in one of the draws of the side board."

3. 1829, April 18. JVB (A) TO MVB (W) (PSU-ADH)

"One Sideboard & cellarette--highest bid $65"
4, 1829, May 3. JVB (NY) to MVB (W) {PSU-ADH)

“Before the receipt of your Jast letter I had sold the sideboard &

celleret for $133 to Hugh Robison--there is not a 'grown thing' in
Albany that 1 have not consulted as to the value & practicality of
transporting it & 'with one accord they all united' in the opinion
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that 133 dollars was the full value & that the transportation was
very hazardous if not impracticable on account of the slab...great
decreases in value of mahogany so that the best sideboards can be
bought for $150 new--& I think you must be satisfied that under the
circumstances I did the best that could be done."

5. 1829, August 15. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. papers)

"I shall get my mahogany centre table & side board made here."

6. 1843, August 24. Angelica (L) to mother (SC} (LC-ASV8; DLC 9881)

"Mary Mac represented me below stairs at the teaboard...."

7. pre-1862. D.T. Lynch, An Epoch and a Man (1929), p. 508

"On a sideboard in the dining room stood rows of bottles and decanters
....0n a mahogany console in the great hall, was the familiar punch-
bowl...."

8. 1906, February 22. E.P. Hoes, in The Cotumbia Republican

"the old gentleman invited the callers to the sideboard and set before
him various articles of refreshment.”

9. 1930s. Photograph, Rowles Studio Coll. {MAVA Neg. 5120)

Fig. 16, showing a small sideboard in room 111 (MAVA 42).

10. 1936. Inventory of MVB Furniture, Weig, "Lindenwald,"
Appendix IV

"27--Large mahogany sideboard"

Extant Sideboards

1. SIDEBOARD, mahogany and mahogany veneer, marble top, late
classical, 1835-45 (MAVA 42)

Documentation: According to the deProsse/Akers family this small
sTdeboard was among the Van Buren furnishings left in Lindenwald when
Dr. Birney purchased the house in 1917. It was purchased by NPF and
donated to NPS in 1975 (figure 16).

Conclusion: This sideboard is of the proper period and style to have
been part of the furnishings purchased for Lindenwald c. 1841.
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2. SIDEBOARD, mahogany and mahogany veneer on pine, Empire
{archaeological classical}, 1815-25 (MAVA 114). The brass
Tion-mask ring pulls are reproductions based on period sources.

Documentation: Bought in 1939 by Mr. Henry Brinley near Keyport,
New Jersey, the sideboard had been purchased by Mr. Peter Hayt of
Poughkeepsie from President Van Buren's estate for Mr. Thomas
Rosevear c. 1892 (statement provided by Mr. Rosevear's son Edward,
Sept. 6, 1939). Donated to NPS in 1977 by Mr. Brinley's daughter,
Mrs. William Berner.

Conclusion: The sideboard appears to be New York-made and is early
enough and of high enough quality to have been the sideboard purchased
for Van Buren's Albany residence in 1816; however, no sideboard was
Fent to Washington in 1829 and the one sold in Albany in 1929 had a
'slab.,"”

3. SIDEBOARD, mahogany and mahogany veneer, Federal/Empire
transitional, 1810-20 (MAVA 724)

Documentation: Supposedly used by Yan Buren at the White House, this
sideboard was "reacquired" by the Beekman family who had originally
owned it. Donated to NPS in 1982 by Mrs. Robert Cooke who received
it from Ruth Bergen, a Beekman descendant. It is not known when or
where the sideboard was "reacquired.”

Conclusion: Although there were Beekmans who were friends and neigh-
bors of Van Buren while he resided at Lindenwald, there is no appar-
ent connection to this particular branch. The sideboard appears to
be a New York piece {Duncan Phyfe type) and could have been used by
Van Buren in Washington or Kinderhook, although documentation is weak.

4. SIDEBOARD, mahogany veneer and poplar, late classical {pillar
and scroll), 1830-40 (MAVA 76)

Documentation: This sideboard is very similar to those advertised by
New York cabinetmaker Joseph Meeks in 1833. It was owned by Martin
Van Buren's brother Lawrence who also lived in Kinderhook. Donated
to NPS in 1976 by descendants of Lawrence Van Buren (1786-1868).

Conclusion: Although this sideboard was not used at Lindenwald, its
Van Buren family-Kinderhook association make this piece appropriate
for use.

5. SIDEBOARD, mahogany and mahogany veneer, Federal, c¢. 1815
(MAVA 08). The ivory pulls are not original.

Documentation: According to Ken Campbell, this piece was among the
furnishings Teft in Lindenwald when he purchased the house in 1957,
The deProsse/Akers family deny this piece was in the house.
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Conclusion: This piece {probably New York-made) is most likely part
of Mr. Campbell's antique ({non-Yan Buren) collection. While the
sideboard is of an acceptable period, its use is not anticipated.

6. SIDEBOARD, mahogany with inlay, Federal (Hepplewhite),
¢. 1790-1800 (private collection)

Documentation: This sideboard was purchased by Louis Hasbrouck in
1908 from Katherine Yan Buren Wilson, Martin Van Buren's grand-
daughter, who no longer had room for the piece. A letter from Mrs.
Wilson to Mr. Hasbrouck documents the transaction concerning the
"dear old Side Board" and the piece is owned by Hasbrouck descendants
(copy in MAVA files). '

Conclusion: Because of its early date, this sideboard may have des-
cended 1n Van Buren's family or in his wife's family or perhaps in
the family of Katherine's mother, Ellen James, first wife of Smith
Thompson Yan Buren.

The strong Van Buren family provenance would make this piece appro-

priate for use even though there is no Lindenwald association claimed
for it.

Sideboards--Summary

The sideboard purchased for Van Buren's "Albany establishment” in
1816 was presumably the sideboard which John Van Buren sold to Hugh
Robison in 1829. Apparently Van Buren had reservations about its
sale; however, it was deemed more economical to sell the mahogany,
marble-slabbed piece than to transport it from Albany to Washington.
That particular sideboard would not have been used at Lindenwald and
it has not been located.

There are three early (1790-1825) sideboards with traditional Van
Buren associations in MAVA's collection and in private hands (#2, 3,
6) which, according to their histories, could have been used at
Lindenwald, although their origins are not known. These sideboards
pre-date Van Buren's move to Washington and appear to be New York-
made; however, no sideboard other than the one sold in 1829 is men-
tioned in the correspondence,

The sideboard Yan Buren intended to have made in Washington in 1829
has not been identified.

The small marble-topped sideboard {#1), 1835-45, in MAVA's collection

may be the “teaboard" referred to in 1843 (Ref. 6) or the “mahogany
console” Lynch mentions (Ref. 7).
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SOFAS
References

1. 1829, April 18. JVB (A) to MVB (W) (PSU~ADH)
"01d sofa" sold for $22.50; "sofa (Best)" unsold, high bid of $44

2. 1829, July 13. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. papers)

"My sofa and mahogany I can get made here by a very ingenious man who
works at the capitol.”

3. 1831, Account book of A. Jackson "Furniture of Mr. V.
Buren Bought for the Hermitage" (AJ Papers)

"One sofa Presented to the President by M V Buren"

4, 1843, August 23. Angelica (L) to mother (SC) (LC-ASVB; DLC-9881)

"I am still chained to my sofa...by using great caution I was able to
be carried down & laid on the Hall sofa.® .

5. 1843, September 3. Angelica (Charlestown Navy Yd) to mother
' (SC)_(LC-ASVE)

“I asked them up into my room at Lindenwald...I did not rise from my
sofa...."

6. 1843, October 4. Angelica (L) to mother (SC) (LC-ASVB;
DLC-6884)

Baby's "asleep on the sofa beside me....When he is confined to the
house he is always astride a walking stick except when he can catch
Martin (old Duke he calls him) upon the sofa & then after dinner
especially alas for old Duke he jiggles the very breath out of him."

7. 1843, October 9. Angetica (L) to mother (SC) (LC-ASVB; DLC-
9885)

"There have been several other visitors too & last night we were
compelled to have recourse to the sofa bedsteads."

8. 1845, September 20. Angelica (L) to M. deVeaux (LC-ASVB;
DLC-9892)

“Baby...sidles along the sofa...." .
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9. €.1864. See Chairs--Reference #9

10. 1904, May 14. Will of Adeline E. Vanderpoel, Recorded
December 20, 1912 (Will Book AA, p. 493), Columbia County
Courthouse, Hudson, NY

Mrs. Vanderpoel Tleaves to her daughter Lydia Beekman Prentice a
"large Van Buren sofa."

11. c.1917. Photograph, deProsse Coll., (MAVA neg. 5110)

Fig. 6, showing sofa-bed (MAVA 03) in hall (room 105), west wall.

12. c.1929. Article by Major Alex Well, unidentified newspaper

(MAVA)
Fig. 7, illustration of room 105 with sofa-bed (MAVA 03) on west wall.

13. c.1930s. Photograph, Rowles Studio Coll. (MAVA neg. 5120)

Fig. 8, showing two settees (MAVA 52 and non-extant) in room 105,
west wall.

14. 1930s. Color photograph, deProsse Coll. (MAVA neg. 5110)

Fig. 9, showing sofa-bed (MAVA 03) in room 105, east wall.
15, 1930s. Photograph, Rowles Studio Coll. (MAVA neg. 5120)

Fig. 12, showing sofa (MAVA 14) in center of room 106.
16. c.1936. Photograph, Weig Coll. (MAVA neqg. 5160)

Fig. 15, showing sofa (MAVA 14) on east side of room 106.

17. 1936. Inventory of MVB Furniture, Weig, "Lindenwald.,"
Appendix_IV

"3--Grey horsehair set . . .
3--2 settees
4--1 sofa

10--Black hair upholstered davenport
20--Mahogany parlor suite (imported from France by Van Buren) . . .

3--1 love seat
4--1 sofa"
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18, 1940, January 12. Auction Notice, Vanderpoel-Newcomer Estate
{K)_(copy in MAVA files)

"5 piece Van Buren parlor suite"

19. 1979, September 19. Clementine B. deProsse, To Whom It May
Concern

See General Furnishings Reference #36 for reference to "Empire sofa."
Extant Sofas

1. SOFA and SETTEE, mahogany and mahogang veneer, late classical
{Gothic quatrefoil cutouts), 1835-55 (MAVA 14, 02). The
persimmon mohair plush covering is a reproduction based on
original fabric.

Documentation: This sofa and settee are part of a set which includes
six side chairs, two amm chairs, and two tables. DeProsse/Akers
family tradition says this set was selected for Lindenwald when it
was first furnished by Van Buren in 1841. The set appears in 1930s
photos (Figs. 11, 12, 15) and remained in Lindenwald through
Campbeil's occupation. Purchased by HPHA and donated to NPS 1in
1975,

Conclusion: The style of this set is typical of New York tabinet—
makers of the period and it could very well have been purchased there
expressly for Lindenwald in 1841.

2. SOFA-BED, mahogany veneer, late classical, 1830-40 (MAVA 03),
The black horsehair cloth is a reproduction based on the
original fabric.

Documentation: This sofa appears 1in 1917 and 1930's photos of
Lindenwald (Figs. 6, 7, 9) and, according to the deProsse/Akers
family, is a Van Buren piece. Purchased from Ken Campbel1 by HPHA
and donated to NPS in 1975.

Lonclusion: This sofa-bed is the correct period for Lindenwald and
1t might well be one of the "sofa-bedsteads" referred to in Angelica
Van Buren's letter to her sister in 1843 (Ref. 7).
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3. SOFA, mahogany veneer, late classical, 183040 (MAVA 270).
The black horsehair cloth is a reproduction based on the
original fabric.

Documentation: Purchased by NPS in 1978 from Clementine B. deProsse
who stated: "the Empire sofa was used with the set of ¢rey horsehair
parlor furniture, which is still in the president's former home.
This sofa was also covered with grey horsehair in 1917." It was also
included with the "grey horsehair set" in the 1936 inventory (Ref. 17
and General Furnishings Reference 36).

Conclusion: This sofa is of the correct period for Lindenwald, but
does not match in date or style the parlor furniture referred to by
Mrs. deProsse and no evidence of grey horsehair was found.

4, SOFA, mahogany veneer, inscribed "Gray & Ingersoll, Hudson,
N.Y." on reverse of back cushion, late classical, 183545
(MAVA 101)

Documentation: Purchased by NPS in 1977 from Ken Campbell.

Conclusion: Sofa is of the cotrrect period for Lindenwald, but docu-
mentation does not indicate a Van Buren association.

5. SOFA, rosewood with inlay, late classical, probably European,
183540 (MAVA 115)

Documentation: Donated to NPS in 1977 by P. I. Prentice, descendant
of Aaron Vanderpoe! who purchased numerous furnishings from Linden-
wald estate c. 1864, "The story is told that before MVB retutrned
from the White House he asked his sister to start furnishing Linden-
wald. But she spent so much money on the Parlor pieces that he told
her he would have to do the buying himself for the rest of the house"
(Prentice to Stewart, March 1, 1977). Family will (1904) mentions
"large Van Buren sofa" left to Mr. Prentice's mother., This sofa has
a matching side chair (MAVA 116). There is no evidence of the
original fabric covering.

Conclusion: The set has a strong Lindenwald association but is un-
Tike other documented Van Buren furnishings. It is possible that the
set was purchased in 183839 when Angelica, Abraham, and John Van
Buren were in Europe, although there is no documentation for this.

6. SOFABED (FRAGMENTS), late classical {country), 183040
(MAVA acc. 181)

Documentation: Field collection, discovered on old barn site at’
Tindenwald in 1981 and identified by Don Carpentier.
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Conclusion: This might be another of the "sofa bedsteads” mentioned
by Angelica in 1843 (Ref. 7). The sofa is beyond restoration, but
should be retained in the study collection.

7. SETTEE, walnut, Louis XVI revival, 1865-75 (MAVA 52)

Documentation: This settee, a matching one, two side chairs and two
armchairs (MAVA 48.51) appear in 1930s photos of Lindenwald (Fig. 4,

8). DeProsse/Akers family tradition says the originally green-gray
horsehair-covered set belonged to Van Buren and Mrs. deProsse SO

listed it in the 1936 inventory (Ref. 15). The matching settee no
Tonger exists.

Lonclusion: Although this set has a strong Lindenwald history, it
appears to date later than the Van Buren period. The -set should be
retained for further study.

8. SOFA, mahogany and mahogany veneer, black horsehair cloth,
Empire, 1825-30 (White House 962.263.1)

Documentation: Donated to the White House as a Van Buren piece in
1962 by Mrs. Virginia Pegram Newcomer, descendant of Aaron Vanderpoe!

who purchased numerous Lindenwald furnishings c. 1864,

Conclusion: The sofa has a strong Lindenwald history. While it pre-
dates Van Buren's purchase of Lindenwald, it may have been the sofa
he had made in Washington in 1829 for his residence there and later
possibly sent to New York (Ref. 2).

g, SOFA, mahogany and mahogany veneer, Empire, 1820-40 (MAVA 242)
Documentation: This sofa was donated to NPS by Virginia Jones of

Washington, D.C., through Mr. H. McCoy Jones. The Joneses are des-
cendants of Van Buren's mother's family (Hoes).

Lonclusion: The sofa has no direct association with Martin Van Buren;
however, it is similar to the Van Buren sofa in the White House col-
tection and could be used at Lindenwald if needed. It needs to be
reupholstered.

10. SOFA, no description available {private collection)

Documentation: Owned by a direct descendant of Martin Van Buren,
this sofa was reputedly used by the President at the White House.

Conclusion: Further investigation is needed to detetmine if this
sofa is appropriate for Lindenwald.
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11. SOFAS (2), walnut, empire/rococo revival, 1830-60 (private
‘ collection)

Documentation: Purchased by the late Jesse Porter Newton in Beacon,
New York, during the Depression from a man who bought up estates and
who told her they were from Van Buren's home. Mrs. Newton had the
sofas on loan to the Martello Gallery in Key West, Florida, prior to

her death.

Conclusion: Further investigation is necessary to determine if these

ofas could have been at Lindenwald, and later used by Smith T. and
Henrietta Van Buren at their Beacon home.

Sofas--Summary

There are several references to sofas at Lindenwald, specifically
those in the Hall and Angelica's bedroom. Extant Van Buren pieces
which may relate to these references are two sofa-bedsteads (#2 & 6),
mahogany sofa (#3), and the sofa and settee from the Gothic-decorated

parlor set (#1).

There is no description of the "5 piece Van Buren parlor suite" of-
fered at auction by Vanderpoel descendants in 1940; however, the
suite may have included the large rosewood sofa (#5) which also has
a Van Buren-Vanderpoel provenance.

There are no descriptions of the "old sofa" which was sold and the
"Best" sofa which remained unsold from Van Buren's Albany residence,
nor is there a description of the sofa which Van Buren presented to
President Jackson in 1831. Since Van Buren apparently had a new sofa
made for his Washington residence in 1829, it is likely that the one
presented to Jackson was either the older "Best" sofa or the new one.
Whichever went to Jackson, the other presumably went to Lindenwald
in 1841, was purchased by Aaron Vanderpoel c. 1864, and is now in the
White House {#8).

TABLES/STANDS

References

1. 1829, April 18. JVvB (A) to MVB (W) (PSU-ADH)

"One set dining tables--no bid upon....Tea table (Best) $21 Card
tables $20 each" These items were unsold and presumably sent to
Washington in May 1829.
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2. 1829, August 15. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. Papers)

"I shall get my mahogany centre table & side board made here."

3. 1829, September 8. MVB (W) to JAH (NY) (NYPL-Pres. Papers)

"I'mean to have a round table in the sitting room with leaves which
will at the same time answer for a Breakfast table & for a center
table."

4, 1839, July 30. STVB {A) to Angelica (Eur) (MAVA #714)

At Kleinood "The furniture of the room was precisely this: three
Tittle tables of different heights placed under as many table cloths
and extended in a Tine across the room--11 chairs and one side table!"

5. 1843, October 19, Gideon Welles, Journal (LC)

"Breakfast was on the table...Mrs. A. V. Buren sat at the head
table...."

6. 1845, November 23. Note on address side of letter, MVB (L)
to Major AVB (NY) (MAVA #700)

Two tables are included in a list of kitchen articles {purchased or
to be purchased?). See General Furnishings Reference 21.

7. 1858, June 23. STVB Account with M.H. Reid (LC-VB)

"Painting & graining 2 stands for Presidents Room 16t 2.00"

1859, March 30. STVB Account with M.H. Reid (LC=-VB)

"1 qrt of Copal varnish for extension table 8/ 1.00
Labor of self varnishing extension table 6/ 75"

8. ¢. 1862, D.T. Lynch, An Epoch and a Man {1929) p. 509

"A shaving stand occupies a corner” of Van Buren's bedroom.

9, 1862, July 30, Note by one of VB sons (LC-VB)

“Letters & papers found in the drawer of Mr. V.B.'s bed-room table"

10. 1867, February. STVB (Edgehill, Fishkill), Introduction to
Inquiry into _the Origin and Course of Political Parties in
the U.S., by MVB

"The citation from Cicero on the title-page was found on Mr. Van
Buren's table, in his library, extracted in his own handwriting...."
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11, c. 1917. Photograph, deProsse Coll. (MAVA neg. 5110)

Fig. 6, showing room 105, including card table (MAVA 349)

12. c. 1929. Article by Major Well in_unidentified newspaper

(YAVA)

Fig. 7, showing room 105, including card table (MAVA 349) and
another card table {see Extant Tables/Stands #4)

13, 1930s. Photographs, Rowles Studio Coll. (MAVA neg. 5120)

Figs. 8, 12, and 16, showing rooms 105, 106, and 111. Tables include
card table (MAVA 349), center table (MAVA 26), and a card table and
center table now in private collection,

14, 1930s. Photographs, deProsse Coll. (MAVA neq. 5110)

Fig. 1, room 101, showing stand (MAVA 06); Fig. 9, room 105, card
table (MAVA 349); Figs. 11 and 13, room 106, card table {MAVA 07).

15. 1936. Inventory of MVB Furniture, Weig, "Lindenwald,”
Appendix IV

" -~ Jarge marble-top table

16 -- Van Buren's personal shaving stand

20 -- Mahogany parlor suite (imported from France by Van Buren , . .
5 -- 1 card table

29 -- large card table upon which the estate was gambled away

32 -- grey painted bedroom set . . .
3 -~ table

34 -- marble-top table

36 -- 2 mahogany marble-top wash stands

42 -« miscellaneous tables . . .

16. 1984, January 21. Christie's New York auction of "American
Furniture...."
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Lot. 334, "A fine and rare Federal mahogany accordion-action dining
table,” attributed to New York, 1800-1810, or Baltimore, 1800-1815.
Provenance: Dr. John Vanderpoel [wrong], Aaron Vanderpoel, Adeline
Vanderpoel, Margaret Vanderpoel Newcomer, Waldo Newcomer, Benjamin
Franklin Newcomer, and his son [Waldo Newcomer]. "According to family
tradition, the table belonged to Martin Van Buren . . . and was used
in his house, Lindenwald, in Kinderhook, NY . . . - He lived there
until his death in 1862, when the house passed to his sons who then
sold it to Leonard Jerome. It was probably during this time that the
furnishings were dispersed."”

Extant Tables/Stands

1. SHAVING STAND, painted-grain basswood or Tinden and tulip,
late classical, 1830-40 (MAVA 06)

Documentation: Stated by deProsse/Akers family to have been in
Lindenwald during the Van Buren period. Purchased by HPHA from Ken
Campbell in 1975 and donated to NPS.

Lonclusion: This shaving stand is of the correct period for Linden-
wald and could very well be one of the painted-grain stands for the
President's room referred to in the 1858 account of Smith T. Van
Buren and M.H. Reid (Ref. 7) and Lynch (Ref. 8)

2. CARD TABLE, late classical (Gothic decoration), 1835-55
(MAVA 07)

Documentation: This table forms a set with sofa, settee, chairs,
and center table (MAVA 14, 02, 13, 54-60, and 26). DeProsse/Akers
family tradition says this set was selected for Lindenwald when it
was first furnished in 1841, Parts of the set appear in 1917 and
1930s photos (Ref. 11-14) and remained in Lindenwald through
Campbell's occupation. Purchased by HPHA for NPS in 1975.

Lonclusion: The style of the set is typical of New York cabinetmakers
of the period and could very well have been purchased there especially
for Lindenwald in 1841,

3. CENTER TABLE, mahogany, marble top, late classical, 1835-55
(MAVA 26)

Documentation: Although this table does not have the Gothic decora-
tion, it is believed to be part of the set described above. The table
was purchased for NPS by the NPF in 1975.

Conclusion: Appropriate for use with the rest of the set.
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4, CARD TABLES (2), mahogany, late classical, Thomas Manahan,
New York, 1830-40 {MAVA 349 and private collection)

Documentation: One card table was purchased by NPS in 1980 from
Wrs. Clementine deProsse who stated that it "originally graced the
old Mansion and dates to the President Van Buren period." Table
appears in 1917 and 1930s photos (Ref., 11-14). The matching table
is in a private collection in California.

Conclusion: These card tables are of the correct period to have

been purchased in New York for Lindenwald c. 1841,

5. PEDESTAL CENTER TABLE, painted-grain pine, late classical,
1835-40 (MAVA 15)

Documentation: This table was stated by the deProsse/Akers family
to have been part of the Van Buren furnishings at Lindenwald and,
particularly, the table upon which John Van Buren gambled away the
estate in 1863. Purchased by HPHA for NPS in 1975 from Ken Campbell.

Conclusion: The table 1is of the correct period for Lindenwald;
however, there is no evidence supporting the gambling story.

6. CENTER TABLE, mahogany veneer, with pedestal base and 12-sided
tilt-top, late classical, 1835-45 (MAVA 128)

Documentation: Donated to CCHS in 1959 by Miss Marie Sayles and
Ralph Sayles, this table was reputedly made to the order of Martin
Van Buren. After Van Buren's death, it was given to Dr. Chrysler
who lived in the "Aaron Burr house" on Broad Street in Kinderhook.
Miss Nettie Chrysler, who was a cousin of the Sayles', sent the table
to them in 1900. Purchased by NPS in 1978.

Conclusion: The table is of the correct period to have been pur-
chased for Lindenwald.

7. CANDLESTAND, mahogany, mahogany veneer and pine, ormolu trim,
Empire, 1815-25 (MAVA 147)

Documentation: Donated to CCHS in 1933 by Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Gross,
This stand is listed as the "Van Beuren table" in the accession book.
Purchased by NPS in 1978.

Conclusion: The stand is typical of the work of French cabinetmakers
working in New York during the period {(e.g., Lannuier) and is of the

proper period and qua]ity to have been purchased by Van Buren for
his "Albany establishment” c. 1816.
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8. SIDE TABLE, poplar and pine, late classical, c. 1840 (MAVA 129)
Documentation: Donated to CCHS in 1930 by Mr. & Mrs. Cyril Gross,

this table reputedly belonged to Martin Van Buren. Purchased by NPS
in 1978.

Lonclusion: This small work or kitchen table could have been the
"side table" or one of the “three little tables" referred to in
Smith T. Van Buren's 1839 letter (Ref. 4),

. CENTER TABLE, walnut, late classical/rococo revival, 1840-50
(MAVA 126)

Documentation: Donated to CCHS in 1966 by Worthington W. Frothingham
who stated that this table was purchased by Van Buren for his law
office c. 1808-12. Van Buren supposedly sold the table to Mr.
Frothingham's grandfather when he (VB) Teft Albany to become Secre-
tary of State in 1829. Puyrchased by NPS in 1978.

Conclusion: This table is much too Tate to fit Mr. Frothingham's
story. The .table is of the proper period to have been used at Lin-
denwald, however, although its style is not consistent with other
Van Buren pieces. The Van Buren association is questionable, but
the piece should be retained for study and use if needed in the

addition.

10. DROP LEAF TABLE, mahogany and mahogany veneer, late classical,
1830-40 (MAVA 77)

Documentation: The table descended in the family of Martin Van
Buren's brother Lawrence, also a Kinderhook resident, and was donated
to NPS in 1976. A similar “breakfast table" appears 1in the 1833
advertisement of New York cabinetmaker Joseph Meeks & Sons.

Conclusion: While this table was not at Lindenwald, it is possible
that Van Buren had furnishings similar to those owned by his brother
and neighbor. The style of this table and its Van Buren family as-

sociation make it appropriate for use.

11. CARD TABLE, mahogany veneer and poplar, late classical,
1835-40 (MAVA 34?

Documentation: Purchased from Ken Campbell by NPF in 1975 for NPS,

this table was confirmed by the deProsse/Akers family as one of the
Yan Buren pieces left at Lindenwald.

Conclusion: This card table is of the correct period for Lindenwald.

130



12. DROP LEAF TABLE, cherry and pine, late Federal (country),
1825-35 (MAVA 47)

Documentation: Same as #11 above.

Conclusion: This table is of the correct period and style to have
been one of the "three little tables" used for dining at Kleinood
(Lindenwald) in 1839 (Ref. 4).

13. CARD TABLE, mahogany veneer, late classical, 1835-40 (MAVA 103)
Documentation: This card table was purchased in 1977 from Ken

Campbe1l who claimed it was one of the Van Buren pieces. This was
neither confirmed nor denied by the deProsse/Akers family.

Conclusion: Although the documentation is not strong, the card
table is of the proper period and style {possibly New York-made) to
have been used at Lindenwald.

14, WORK or SEWING TABLE, mahogany veneer and pine, late classical,
1835-45 (MAVA 146)

Documentation: According to Ken Campbell this table was among the
Van Buren furnishings left in Lindenwald. Presence of this piece in
the house was neither confirmed nor denied by the deProsse/Akers
family. Donated to NPS in 1977.

Conclusion: Documentation is not strong. However, the table is of
the proper period for Lindenwald and numerous references to sewing
activities there make this piece appropriate for use.

15. TABLE, mahogany, Elizabethan Revival (spool-turned), 1850-65
' (MAVA 137)

Documentation: Same as #14 above (MAVA 146).

Conclusion: Documentation is not strong. However, this small table
dates to the period of the Upjohn addition.

16. WASHSTAND, painted poplar or pine, Elizabethan Revival {spool-
turned), 1850-60 {MAVA 142)

Documentation: Donated to NPS in 1977 by Ken Campbell; deProsse/
Rkers family neither confirmed nor denied its presence at Lindenwald.

Conclusion: Documentation is lacking. However, this washstand is of
the proper period for use at Lindenwald.
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17. SOFA TABLE, mahogany veneer, late classical, ¢. 1835-40
(MAVA 39)

Documentation: Possibly a New York piece, this table was purchased
by NPF for NPS in 1975 from Ken Campbell who claimed it was one of
the Van Buren pieces left in Lindenwald. This was denied by the
deProsse/Akers family.

Conclusion: Documentation is not strong. However, this table is of
the correct period for Lindenwald.

18. SIDE TABLE, mahogany veneer, marble top, late classical,
c. 1830-40 (MAVA 45)

Documentation: Same as #17 above (MAVA 39).

Conclusion: Same as #17 above.

19. EXTENSION TABLE, mahogany and mahogany veneer, late cTassida],
1830-40 (MAVA 112)

Documentation: This table was purchased by HPHA for NPS in 1975 from
Ken Campbell who claimed it was a Van Buren piece. This was denied
by the deProsse/Akers family.

Conclusion: There is an 1859 reference to an extension table at
Lindenwald (Ref. 7), but that table is believed to be one now in a
private collection (#21 below). This table is of the right period
and could be used in room 105 until the original table becomes
available.

20, LIBRARY TABLE, rosewood, late classical, 1840-50 (MAVA 10)

Documentation: Possibly a New York piece, this table was purchased
in 1977 from Ken Campbell who claimed it was one of the Van Buren
pieces. This was denied by the deProsse/Akers family,

Lonclusion: The library table in the collection of the Smithsonian
Institution (#22 below) is believed to be the one referred to in 1867
(Ref. 9). This table could be used in room 111 untii the former
becomes available.

21, EXTENSION TABLE, mahogany, accordion-action, Federal, 1800-15
(private collection)

Documentation: This fine New York (Duncan Phyfe type} extension
dining tabTe descended in the family of Aaron Vanderpoel who pur-
chased furnishings from the Lindenwald estate c. 1864. Referred to
as the "Van Buren dining table" in early 20th century family wills
(Adeline Vanderpoel, 1904; Mary Vanderpoel Franklin, 1914 codicil),
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the table was on loan at Lindenwald in 1982-83 but was sold at
auction in 1984 to a private collector who resides in New York state.
See Reference 16, above; Chair References 11, 13.

Conclusion: This table is of the proper period and quality to have
been purchased by Van Buren for his Albany residence c. 1816. In
1829 a "set dining tables" remained unsold and were packed and sent
to Washington. A few months later, Van Buren ordered "30 dining
chairs" from New York and it is likely that they were meant to ac-
company this table which seats 30 people when its seven Teaves are
in place. An extension table, possibly this one, was also in use
at Lindenwald in 1859 as evidenced by Smith T. Van Buren's account
with M.H. Reid {Reference 7).

22. LIBRARY TABLE, oak and walnut veneer, 1840-50 (Smithsonian
Institution 1977.0707.01)

Documentation: Given to the Smithsonian by Williams College
TWilliamsto