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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Historic Preservation Training Center
4801 A Urbana Pike

H30 (HPTC)  Frederick, MD 21704

15 August 2003

Memorandum

To: ' Superintendent, Manassas National Battlefield Park
From: Superintendent, Historic Preservation Training Center
Subject: Transmittal of Final Project Material, Project Close Out
Ref: Historic Structure Report Project, Henry House

This memo documents the transmittal of the Henry House Historic Structure
Report, Final Revised Edition, 2003 and all associated project materials. All
completed text components of the HSR have been reviewed by the park and
regional office staff. The report has been revised based on those comments
received. This transmittal fulfills the HPTC obligations under the Final Revised
Project Agreement signed May 25, 2001. Products are distributed according to the

. Final Project Agreement and as per the attached distribution list.

Previously distributed project components include the following materials:
o  Architectural Measured Drawings, HABS Survey No. VA-1363, Henry House Project 2001 %77 / 25635

« Condition Report & Temporary Stabilization Recommendations Report, by Robert Silman
Associates [RSA], PLLC, Washington, D.C., April 2001

» First Review Draft HSR by HPTC, June 2001 /
» Second Review Draft HSR by HPTC, August 2001

» Punch List Report & Associated Sketches by Robert Silman Associates [RSA], PLLC,
Washington, D.C., August 2001 \

¢ Final Review Draft HSR by HPTC, October 2001
e  Henry House Interior Finishes Analysis (Paint & Wallpaper) Report, by NPS Northeast Cultural 319 / D-53

Resources Center, Building Conservation Branch, Barbara Yokum Architectural Conservator,
January 2002 |

For a complete listing of all project milestones and material transmitted to the park
and regional office see the Preface Notes of the HSR where a list is provided.



. Please note that the HSR is not completed, according to NPS Cultural Resource
Guidelines, until Part 3 has been inserted. Part 3 is the responsibility of the Denver

Service Center Project Management Team.

If this office can provide further information regarding this project please contact
Senior Historical Architect Thomas A. Vitanza at 301-663-8206 x135 or at

tom vitanza@nps.qgov.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide technical assistance for the historic Henry
House.

Sincerely, . |
4‘% ZA *
H. Thomas McGrath

Attachment

Enclosures




DISTRIBUTION OF THE HSR & OTHER PROJECT RELATED MATERIALS

By copy of this memo, HPTC distributes the HSR as per Section VI of
the Final Project Agreement, and as follows:

LOCATION PRODUCTS
HSR HSR HSR Other Compact
Binder | Spiral Disk
Bound
MANA: In House |6 Field Photo Binder | 6
MANA: NPS-28 16
NCRO 2 Unbound Copy 1
- with photographs
HABS 1 Architectural
Drawings
DSC-TIC » 1 1
HPTC 2 1
TOTALS 12 16 9

e 22 copies to Manassas National Battlefield Park (6 copies for park
use in 3-ring binders, 16 spiral bound copies for distribution as per
NPS-28, Appendix D)

e Two (2) copies to the National Capital Regional Office in binders

e One (1) copy to Denver Service Center Technical Information

Center in binder

e Two (2) copies retained by HPTC Library (1 binder, 1 spiral bound)

In addition, one copy of the report is being submitted unbound, with
original print photographs as part of the text, to the NCRO Library.
Compact Disk copies of all project files will be sent to the park and the

regional office.

Transmittal of the HABS drawings for the Henry House (VA-1363) to
the U.S. Library of Congress is by the HABS office, as drawings were

retained by that office upon completion.




cC:
MANA — Superintendent, Robert Sutton

MANA — Assistant Superintendent — Karen Cucurullo

MANA — Cultural Resource Manager, Ray Brown

MANA - Chief of Maintenance, Jim Thompson

NCRO - Regional Director, Terry R. Carlstrom

NCRO — Chief, Cultural Resources Preservation Services, Darwina Neal
NCRO - Regional Historical Architect, Rebecca Stevens

HABS — John A. Burns

In Addition to the above listed, distribution of Electronic Copies of Memo:

DSC - Bonita Mueller, Ken Duce

HABS — Mark Schara

HAFE — Mia Parsons

MANA - Ed Raus, Jim Burgess

NCRO — Stephen Potter, Gary Scott, Maureen Joseph
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CD DIRECTORY

Note: This is a list of section folders under each major folder.
Individual documents or sub-section folders are not listed here.

MANA HEHO HSR Folder
1 _HSR Administration

2 HSR Developmental History
A Historical Background
B Chronology & Use
C_Physical Description

3 HSR Treatment & Use

4 Appendices
Administrative
Bibliographies
Material Analysis
Reference Documents
Value Analysis Reports

Dividers
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MANA HEHO HSR PROJECT Folder

CORRESPONDENCE
Project Agreement
Project Reports
Miscellaneous Correspondence

DRAFT HSRs
First Draft
Second Draft
Miscellaneous

DSC AE Comments by HPTC
HSR Graphics
MANA Planning Documents

RSILMANFILES Emergency Stabilization
HPTC Documents
R Silman & Associates Documents

WORKING Photofiles
1988 NPS Exterior Elevations
Ebrhardt Family Photographs
HSR Figure Scans (Used in HSR)
HPTC HEHO Field Photos
KERN Collection (Dayton, OH)
LCS Images from NCRO files
MANA Maintenance Documentation -
MANA Library Historical Photographs
MANA Maintenance Polaroids
NCRO 1992 B&W Exterior Elevations
NCRO CD Images (Empty Folder)
New MANA Pictures for HSR
New TAV HSR MANA Pictures for HSR
Old Postcards - Miscellaneous
Manassas Museum Postcards (McBryde Library)
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Material Analysis
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. Preface Notes

The Historic Structure Report Project for the Henry House has been underway
for a period of almost three years, and three intermediate reports have been
issued and reviewed. While this Final Revised Edition is by no means the “final”
word on the architectural fabric of the Henry House, it does provide insight and
documentation of the extant structure. A quick overview of work-to-date is in
order to allow the reader to place this final revised edition (according to the
budget) of the project report in its proper place. There is more detail about
several of the supporting documents mentioned here in the Management
Summary and various other places throughout the report.

The project, which began in November 2000, quickly evolved into two separate
but related tasks. One focused on the research and development of the Historic
Structure Report (HSR); the other focused on the temporary emergency
structural stabilization of the building so it would survive long enough to be
preserved and rehabilitated. This was necessary because during the preliminary
walk through of the building in February 2001 several notable structural cracks
were identified, and, due to the lack of the majority of lateral cross-tie floor joists
in the large center room of the structure, it was suggested the building's walls
were alarmingly spreading apart.

Fabric Investigation and Structural Temporary Emergency Structural
Evaluation of Exterior Wall Frame System at | Stabilization brace in place on 1 floor. Note
North Block. lack of exterior wall structure.

The HSR project, funded by the National Capital Regional Office Cultural
Resource Preservation Program, occurred at this time to support the NPS line
item construction program’s MANA-155 “Rehabilitate the Henry House” project.
The program’s scheduled funding for the construction phase of the project was
still more than five (5) years in the future. Immediate action was deemed

. necessary to monitor and stabilize the building for the interim time period.

Historic Structure Repont, Final Revised Edition, August 2003
Preface Notes & Management Summary
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The structural engineering firm Robert Silman Associates [RSA], PLLC,
Structural Engineers, Washington, D.C., was brought on board to work as
consultants with the HPTC Senior Historical Architect to evaluate and design a
temporary emergency structural stabilization plan. The monitoring of structural
cracks indicated the walls were spreading apart and needed to be quickly
supported. Documentation of this process, and the design, will be found in the
Condition Report and Temporary Stabilization Recommendations dated April
2001 and the sketches and punch list memos that go with it.

This temporary emergency stabilization structure was later constructed by the
park maintenance staff with regional funds and was periodically inspected by the
structural engineers. The resultant internal structural support remains in place to
this day (May 2003) and is likely now supporting the building. lts removal will be
part of the line-item construction ultimate treatment project. Monitoring of the
cracks ceased after the submittal of the Final Review Draft — Reference Copy
HSR transmitted 31 October 2001.

It is important to note that the two tracks of the overall project, the HSR track and
the line-item construction track, were separate projects and were funded by
different sources. As such, communication and coordination between the two
project teams did occur; however, the impact of the HSR project on the line-item
project appears to have been negligible. Treatment recommendations prepared
by the HSR team were communicated to the park management and the line item
project team, but no direct correlation can be made as far as the ultimate
treatment of the building is concerned based on the preliminary design
development documents package associated with the line item construction
program.

Other project tasks involved the production of Architectural Measured Drawings
by the Washington, D.C. based Historic American Building Survey (HABS) unit of
the NPS. This resulted in a series of five (5) drawing sheets being completed.
This drawing set has been catalogued as Henry House Project 2001, VA-1363
and has been transmitted to the Library of Congress as part of the permanent
National Park Service collection of historic structures.

Another project task evaluated and reported on the interior finishes of the Henry
House. The Interior Finishes Analysis (Paint and Wallpaper) Report was
completed by the Building Conservation Branch, Northeast Cultural Resources
Center, National Park Service, Lowell, MA by Architectural Conservator Barbara
Yocum in January 2002. This study analyzed existing finishes and resulted in
eighty-eight (88) paint samples and twelve (12) samples of wallpaper being
collected. The report includes an Introduction, Methodologies, Analysis Results,
Conclusions, Recommendations and Appendices. It was distributed by HPTC in
January 2002 as a separate report and is not included within the covers of the
HSR. Interior treatment decisions should consider this significant report.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, August 2003
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Both of these products are part of the larger HSR project. Complete chronologies
of those efforts will be found in this report.

The following list will provide an overview of some of the major milestones in the
history of the HSR project.

e The initial request from the park, through the regional office, for HPTC to

undertake this project was in November 2000.

Formal request to HPTC received from Regional Office, 30 January 2001.

HPTC agrees to undertake project via memo to NCRO, 05 February 2001.

Draft Project Agreement submitted by HPTC for review, 8 February 2001

Preliminary field work by HPTC carried out weeks of 12 and 19 Feb 2001.

Presentation of Preliminary Findings, Scope of Work and Project Agreement

Meeting 26 February 2001; attended by park, regional and HPTC staff.

e On-site meeting and investigative field visit with structural engineers (Robert
Silman Associates, PLLC) took place on 7 March 2001.

e Three additional Draft Project Agreements (03/15/01, 04/10/01, 05/16/01)
were submitted for review to the park and regional office. Comments were
received and each document was rewritten with changes and resubmitted.

e Henry House — Condition Report & Temporary Stabilization
Recommendations (Preliminary) by Robert Silman Associates, PLLC,
Structural Engineers, Washington, D.C., 26 March 2001.

» Henry House - Condition Report & Temporary Stabilization, by Robert Silman
Associates, PLLC, Structural Engineers, Washington, D.C., 23 April 2001.
Additional sketches were provided to clarify certain conditions and forwarded
to the HPTC on 17, 24, and 30 May, 2001.

» The Final Approved Project Agreement was signed 25 May 2001.

e First Review Draft HSR transmitted 19 June 2001.

 Punch List Report & Associated Sketches, by Robert Silman Associates,

PLLC, Structural Engineers, Washington, D.C., 14 August 2001.

Short Term Emergency Stabilization Treatment Recommendations by HPTC,

17 August 2001.

e Second Review Draft HSR by HPTC transmitted 31 August 2001.

e Prioritized Preservation Maintenance Deficiencies & Condition Summary and
Revised Character Defining Features by HPTC transmitted 4 September
2001.

e Final Draft Chronology and Development and Use Sections by HPTC
transmitted 21 September 2001.

* Final Punch List Report & Associated Sketches, by Robert Silman
Associates, PLLC, Structural Engineers, Washington, D.C., 26 October 2001.

e Final Review Draft — Reference Copy HSR by HPTC transmitted 31 October
2001.

e Final Prioritized Punch List for Temporary Structural Stabilization Project by
HPTC transmitted 26 October 2001.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, August 2003
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e Henry House Interior Finishes Analysis (Paint and Wallpaper) by Building
Conservation Branch, Northeast Cultural Resources Center, NPS: transmitted
16 January 2002.

Project Status Reports — A series of project reports were required as part of the
HSR project administration. These reports contain detailed information about the
research and field work aspects of the projects and they are contained in the
Appendices to this report. Six (6) reports were issued within the time period
between 12 February 2001 and 23 October 2001. Various sections of the HSR
have been completed at different times throughout the duration of the project.
Dates located in the footer bar of each section indicate the substantial completion
date for that section. Minor editing may have occurred between that date and the
date of issuance as per the final transmittal memo.

This Final Revised Edition of the Henry House Historic Structure Report was
compiled and previous sections edited, using comments received in September
and October 2001, and in Aprit and May of 2003. Work on the report was
concluded after final rounds of comments were incorporated in July and August
2003.

After a year’s hiatus, during which the Historic Structure Report for the Brawner
House (another historic structure at Manassas National Battlefield Park) was
completed, the path returned to the Henry House and the completion of its HSR.
During the intervening time period, decisions were made that will affect the
integrity and appearance of the building. The driving force behind the
development of this HSR is the NPS Line Item Construction Program and
specifically the funded project for the Rehabilitation of the Henry House, part of
MANA -155 package. This work included in that package is being managed by
the NPS Denver Service Center.

This HSR was substantially completed prior to the NPS decision making process
and does not include details of the Value Analysis (VA) process, the Choosing By
Advantage (CBA) process or the National Park Service Development Advisory
Board (DAB) presentation and determination process. Information concerning
those processes is the responsibility of the Denver Service Center Project
Management Team overseeing the line-item construction package. References
to the various documents that record the above-mentioned decision making and
approval process will be located in other NPS documents mentioned elsewhere
in this report.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, August 2003
Preface Notes & Management Summary
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The author’s goal for this HSR is that it will capture all the relevant information
about the condition of the extant structure during the years of the project between
February 2001 and May 2003. Future readers of the this report will have access
to the knowledge of the structure as it existed during this time period, prior to the
proposed rehabilitation project that will have a major impact on the extant fabric
of the structure.

Some of this intervention was required in order to determine the exact condition

of the building and to document the extant conditions at the time. Throughout this
process of fabric investigation every effort was made to protect the integrity of the
historic fabric and to record changes and intrusions made for research purposes.

PRESERVATION IN PROGRESS: The Hanry Hous

Temporary Preservation in rores Ineretive Marker
In Place at the Henry House, December 2002

Just over the horizon of the completion of this report is a construction project that
will forever affect the historic qualities of the building. More comprehensive
building fabric intervention than has heretofore been seen will occur to
rehabilitate the structure. The goal of the proposed (now approved and funded)
rehabilitation is twofold; to restore the exterior of the building to a specific period
of significance and to adaptively re-use the interior for modern day purposes. The
nature of any construction project on a historic building is destructive; historic
fabric will be forever lost and the integrity of the building will be reduced. This is
the price to be paid for progress.

To return the building to use is a notable event after it has lain dormant for so
many years. The trade-off for making possible the visitor access to the building is
to forgo a more sensitive preservation effort that may have retained more fabric
in-situ for future study and evaluation.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, August 2003
Preface Notes & Management Summary
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The management decision was made in a climate of the discovery of severe
structural challenges with the historic core frame work of the building and the
lingering effects of years of reduced routine and cyclic maintenance. All in all, it
may be the only decision to keep and bring alive the building on the battlefield
which marks the location of a remarkable family history and a nationally
significant event. This HSR is not the “final word” as much will be learned about
the structure during the rehabilitation process.

As internationally recognized vernacular architecture and folklore specialist Dr.
Henry Glassie says in his recent book Vernacular Architecture,

“The house spoke of history.”

Thomas A. Vitanza
May 12, 2002
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Hugh Fauntleroy Henry at the Henry House, 1896
Photo by Albert Kern, Kern Photographic Collection,
Montgomery County Historical Society, Dayton Ohio

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, August 2003
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Management Summary

This project, “Historic Structure Report for the Henry House” was conducted
under the auspices of an approved Project Agreement between the Historic
Preservation Training Center, the National Capital Region, and Manassas
National Battlefield Park; all of which are units of the National Park Service, U.S.
Department of the Interior. NPS policies and guidelines were adhered to in the
production and distribution of this report.

The purpose of the project is stated to produce an HSR for a previously
undocumented historic building according to NPS Cultural Resource
Management Guidelines, Release No. 5, 1997. The immediate goal being to
provide an HSR that will further describe and document the architectural and
historical evolution of the building as well as document the integrity of the extant
fabric.

Other goals have been:

e to provide Temporary Emergency Structural Stabilization report with
written and graphic treatment and repair recommendations for the
temporary emergency stabilization of the Henry House.

e to provide architectural measured drawings that meet NPS Historic
American Building Survey (HABS) standards as described in The
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties, 1995. HABS standard drawings have been prepared through
a separate agreement that was developed for the recording project. A
General Agreement between the National Capital Region and the HABS
details the scope of the documentation project.

The ultimate goal of this HSR is to present any new findings as a result of the
most recent architectural material analysis and to provide a more fully integrated
narrative that describes the developmental history of the extant building,
including changes made under NPS management. Secondary goals are to verify
previous architectural fabric analysis and to provide adequate documentation that
meets NPS standards.

Research Conducted to Produce the HSR

Since the NPS acquisition of the Henry Farm and House in the early 1940’s
surprisingly little information had been collected concerning the developmental
history of the structure or the extent of its integrity — either historical or
architectural. Although it may have been obvious to the untrained eye that the
Henry House was in dire need of structural stabilization by the late 1990'’s little

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, August 2003
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effort had been made to understand the significance of the extant building fabric
or the nature of its construction.

The research conducted for this HSR attempted to analyze the building fabric
and determine what could be learned; this was a primary goal. Other research
goals were to complete a visual narrative of the evolution of the structure. Due to
its prominent |location, the structure has been much photographed over time.

Numerous documents and collections were searched, looking for any information
that would verify the appearance of the structure during certain time periods
(many photos are undated). Land tax records, wills, deeds, historical
newspapers, census records, obituaries, birth and death indexes, insurance
records and NPS administrative files were all reviewed. The majority of research
was conducted at the Prince William County (VA) Courthouse Archives, Bull Run
Regional Library - Virginia Room, Fairfax City Regional Library - Virginia Room
and the Virginia State Library in Richmond. Research was also conduced at the
National Capital Region Museum Resource Center, where early park
administrative files retrieved from the National Archives were reviewed (this was
not comprehensive as only certain years were available at the time), and at the
park’s administrative and maintenance headquarters.

Several photo collections were researched, including the National Archives, The
Library of Congress, the Harpers Ferry (WV) Interpretive Design Center - Historic
Photograph Collection at Willow Springs, the Manassas National Battlefield Park
Library historic photograph collection, the National Capital Region Historic
Architecture collections, and the Albert Kern Collection at the Montgomery
County Historical Society in Dayton, Ohio.

in addition to the historical research, informal oral interviews were conducted with
various members of the Park staff, previous researchers and consultants
associated with the project. Members of the Ebhardt family made themselves
available after a chance meeting on the battlefield. The Ebhardt family lived in
the Henry House while it was owned by the Sons of Confederate Veterans as
assistant caretakers under an ailing Mr. A.J. Powell circa the 1930’s and 40’s.

Architectural field investigations were two-pronged. Documentation of the
existing conditions is a primary component of this project as well as a way to gain
understanding of the construction of the building. The other aspect focused on
fabric investigation, analysis, and interpretation of the material that constitutes
the building, also known as "Fabric". Fabric analysis has been described as, "an
attempt t9 reconstruct the logic of people long dead by looking seriously at their
houses".

' Folk Housing in Middle Virginia: A Structural Analysis of Historic Artifacts. Henry Glassie, University
of Tennessee Press, Knoxville, 1975, p. vii.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, August 2003
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Fieldwork began at the site during February 2001 and continued through the end
of December 2002. Portions of exterior siding were removed along with several
floorboards and sections of the plaster and lath in the interior of the house. This
process allowed for a better view of the framing system, which in turn allowed a
clearer understanding of the construction technologies utilized. During this time
period previous architectural findings were verified and new discoveries
documented.

Two sets of architectural measured drawings were produced as part of the
process to produce the HSR and are part of the final documentation. These
drawing sets are listed here.

e Henry House, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Historic Structure Report Field Drawings.
Historic Preservation Training Center, Frederick, MD, three sheets, February 2001.

e Henry House, Sudley Road, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Prince William County,

Virginia. Historic American Buildings Survey, National Park Service, Washington, D.C.
Survey number VA-1363, five sheets, Summer 2001.

Research Findings

The Henry House was constructed in two distinct phases readily identifiable in
the extant materials of the structure. It maintains a high degree of integrity even
though it has been used almost all of its life, until acquisition by the federal
government. Periods of dormancy under NPS management were limited until the
1970s when the structure was not regularly used and became a marker on the
landscape rather than a functional building. This was more a management
decision than a condition-of-the-building decision as the Henry House had been
used by the NPS as a caretaker’s residence from the 1940’s to the 1960’s.

The south block of the house constitutes the first period of construction and
represents the local Virginia vernacular building form known as the 2/3s |-house
(A). The North block was added at a later date but did not complete the I-house
typology, which would have added another bay to the south of the main door/
center bay (B); it instead became a saddlebag addition north of the original
house (C). Evaluated by noted vernacular architectural folklorist Dr. Henry
Glassie, he summarizes the Henry House in a September 2001 letter to the
author as “A piece of Virginia vernacular, it is wholly conventional, though
modern alterations obscure it somewhat... As for types: it is 2/3 of the standard I-
house with an addition “saddlebagged” to the chimney [north] end. Nothing
Strange about it at all... For its place or time, but it is a good example of the 2/3’
or 'side-hall’ I-house, quite common in northern Virginia, 1810- 1920.”

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, August 2003
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A. B. C.

Typical Virginia I-House Forms. A) Common 2/3 Form, B) Most Typical
Completed Symmetrical Form, C) Henry House Form with Eccentric Saddlebag
Addition In Lieu of Symmetrical Form.

It is well documented that the Henry House, sometimes called the New Henry
House, is at least the second building on the site. Archeological excavations
conducted during the period of the HSR project and concluded during the
interregnum have identified the foundation remains of an early house, now
thought to be Spring Hill Farm, or the Old Henry House — the one destroyed
during the First Battle of Manassas. The extant structure appears after 1870 with
its northern addition occurring most likely in 1882/83. Some of this information is
gleaned from family correspondence and is well documented in other reports.
The recently completed Archeological Resource Study and Clearance for The
Discovery Center Project at The Henry House report by NPS Archeologists
Parsons and Ravenhorst (2002) provides the most concise archeological and
historical overview of the first house (Spring Hill farm) and the related family
history of the Henry's.

The house is also remarkably well documented in historical photographs,
sometimes with its most renowned occupant, Hugh Fauntleroy Henry, seen on
the porch, especially during the period of occupancy by the Henry family through
the very late 19" century.

The house is less well documented during the early 20" century and no specific
building information, other than a few postcard images, has come to light
concerning the oversight for nearly 20 years (1920 — 1938) by the United
Daughters of the Confederacy” (UDC) and the Sons of Confederate Veterans
(SCV). Although it can be deduced from the physical evidence that certain
architectural changes were made, any administrative files or photographs that
were generated by the SCV remain with them or with history, as recent attempts
to contact that organization for information has not been successful.

The evolution of the building under the ownership and management of the
federal government, since 1940, has been pieced together from several sources.

* The UDC played an important role in the eatly preservation of the Henry farm by purchasing an option on
the property, totaling 130 acres, around 1920 for $25,000 (Zenzen:1998, pg. 14).
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The use of the building as a place where visitors would go to receive an
orientation to the battlefield, begun during the life of Hugh F. Henry, seems to
have stopped with the era of NPS management and the opening of the Henry Hill
Museum & Administration Building in February 1942. This coincides with the
death of the SCV caretaker Mr. A.J. Powell. |

Although the NPS installed a caretaker at the Henry House, it no longer was the
mecca for battlefield enthusiasts that it had been in the past. Attempts to
modernization by adding an indoor plumbing in the late 1940’s or early 1950’s,
metered electricity in 1962, and other amenities clearly did not make up for the
overexposure that caretakers felt living on the knoll of history within constant
view of visitors. Park management’s keen awareness of the visual importance of
the historic scene anchored by the Henry House directed caretakers on where
and when to hang out their laundry. By the late 1960’s the house seems to have
become disused and entered into a nearly 40 year period of increasing decline. It
is uncertain when the last NPS caretaker resided in the Henry House, but by the
1970’s it was clearly not up to standards for NPS employee quarters

|Issues ldentified

This section summarizes issues identified in the investigation of the building as
they relate to the Project Agreement (Task Directive) and the scope of work for
the HSR project. Use and Condition of the structure are traditional issues
identified in an HSR and discussed by the project team.

Extant Condition of Building —While the overall condition of the building must be
categorized as “poor”, based on NPS definitions, there are many features that
are in “fair” or even “good” condition. They are identified in the Condition
Assessment section of Part 1. C., Physical Description.

Proposed Treatment of the Building - All historic structures benefit from the NPS
management philosophy identified in the Introduction to the National Park
Service's Cultural Resource Management Guideline. The section titled (3)
Stewardship sums it up as follows.

The NPS Management Policies requires that “pending planning decisions, all
cultural resources will be protected and preserved in the existing conditions.” In
reaching decisions about resource treatment, moreover, preservation should
always receive first consideration. Data recovery, rehabilitation, restoration, and
reconstruction may sometimes serve legitimate management purposes.
However, these treatments cannot add to and will likely subtract from the finite
material, and sometimes even data sources, remaining from the past. Decisions
about them should be based on awareness of long-range preservation goals and
interests and concerns of traditionally associated groups.
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The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments
declared in 1936, “It is well to bear in mind the saying: '‘Better preserve than
repair, better repair than to restore, better restore than [rejconstruct”. As a
corollary it noted, ‘It is ordinarily better to retain genuine old work of several
periods, rather than arbitrarily to “restore” the whole, by new work, to its aspect at
a single period.” Internationally accepted historic preservation standards continue

to stress the protection and perpetuation of authentic surviving resources.

Future Use of Building — Daily and prolonged use of the structure as the point-of-
contact for visitors may cause accelerated wear and tear of the structure and its
features. This type of use is often said to be of relatively low impact, but the feet
of tens-of-thousands will require continuous preventative maintenance.

The Henry House is easily repairable and preservable to achieve the proposed
use. The construction and new use can be implemented while retaining, with
integrity, the character-defining features of the exterior and interior envelope.
Further description is provided in Part 2, Treatment and Use, Section B.,
Requirements for Treatment and Use.

Summary of Treatment and Use

This section focuses on the contemporary treatment and use of the Henry House
and will not delve into the historic treatment and use as that is accomplished in
other parts of the Historic Structure Report. The contemporary period
encompasses the years identified in this report as the NPS Ownership /
Mothballed Occupancy Years, 1965 — 2002. Within that time period the Henry
House has been used as a scene setting structure and there has been little
active use of the interior. Treatment was mainly in the form of exterior
maintenance until 2001 when a temporary emergency structural stabilization plan
was implemented.

In the mid-1980’s a series of reports were prepared that all contributed to the
effort of producing the parks’ General Management Plan. The most important of
these documents is listed here:

e 1983. “General Management Plan, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Virginia.” USDOI,
NPS, DSC, September 1983. Malik, Marcus, P., et al., [MANA 379, D1808].

e 1982. McGarry, Thomas E. Archeological Survey - Manassas Historic Sites Survey,
Manassas National Battlefield Park, Virginia. National Capital Team, Denver Service Center,
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service (draft report 11/81
final report 12/ 82). [MANA 379, D2025]

e 1981. Resource Management Plan, Manassas National Battlefield Park. Recommended by
Superintendent 11/15/1981, Concurred by Associate Regional Director, Professional
Services, National Capital Region, 11/27/1981, Concurred by Associate Regional Director,
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National Capital Region, 11/30/1981, Approved by Regional Director, National Capital Region
11/30/1981. [MANA 379, D-28]

These documents report on the proposed treatment and use of the Henry House
from this particular time period. The reader will find they are consistent with the
National Park Service philosophy of long term preservation of cultural resources.
A more detailed discussion of the record of treatment and use decisions from this
time period will be located in Part 2 of the HSR.

As mentioned earlier, during the late 1980’s and into the 1990’s the Henry House
received exterior maintenance while awaiting its then current ultimate treatment
of “stabilize/ restore building exterior”[GMP, 1983]. As time went by the
management philosophy seems to have drifted from the statements in the 1983
GMP to those found in the 1998 Project Management Information System (PMIS)
Project description for Package Number MANA-155, Rehabilitate and Maintain
Significant Park Resources (PMIS No. 22762). When this package was prepared
it stated, “This proposal will accomplish critical stabilization and preservation
work..., including emergency stabilization of...the Henry House”".

[

B
s

South Elevation Prior to Emergency South Elevation After Emergency Stabilization,
Stabilization, 1998 ' 2002
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In 2000-01 a series of discussions occurred between the National Capital

Region, the Denver Service Center (DSC) and the park. These were focused on
further detailed definition of the new proposed use of the structure and the impact
on the fabric of the building based on the current needs of the park.

The decision making process is annotated in a series of reports issued by the
DSC in September 2001. Treatment and use decisions for the Henry House were
determined through the National Park Service “Value Analysis Study Process”
and “Choosing By Advantage” system. This is the system put in place to present
projects before the NPS Development Advisory Board (DAB) and to gain
approval of the project prior to the allocation of funds for line item construction.

An ultimate treatment and use is determined as part of the NPS line item
construction project review process. The primary documents resulting from this
process provide the documentation of the decision making for determination and
approval of the ultimate treatment and use of the building. Consequently, they
are also used as the basis for this section. The following documents have been
identified. No records are available from the DAB.

» Value Analysis Study, Rehabilitate and Maintain Significant Historic Structures, Henry House,
Part 2 of 3 of a Project for Manassas National Battlefield, Manassas, Virginia, MANA-155.
Study Dates July 31 through August 2, 2001. John Marsh, Historical Architect, DSC, Study
Team Leader. Prepared by: Betty Janes, Value Analysis Facilitator, Denver Service Center,
National Park Service, 09/04/01.

» Project Review Report, Choosing By Advantages — Henry House. Prepared by Ken Duce,
Project Architect, Denver Service Center, National Park Service, 09/04/01.

» Denver Service Center Class “B” Estimate, Henry House Rehabilitation, Manassas National
Battlefield Park. Estimate by Jack Hagen, 09/19/2001; Estimate Reviewed by Robert Merrick,
10/09/2001, Denver Service Center, National Park Service.

The approved alternative that emerged from this process, and was approved by
the National Park Service Development Advisory Board, is Henry House,
Alternative 1-Discovery Center, Shed Used for Restrooms. According to the
Value Analysis Study report, “The goal of the selected alternative is to restore the
exterior and much of the interior to its 1883 to 1896 form. This was the form of
the building just before Hugh Henry, the original owner of this structure (sic)

died.”

As far as the proposed use, the report continues, “The building will be used as a
Discovery Center. A Discovery Center will bring children and adults into the
building in the first floor rooms and in small groups for curriculum based
educational programs. When not used as an educational center, the building will
be open to the general public for changing interpretive programs. The upstairs
(second floor) rooms will be used for offices for the expanded education staff and
storage of education materials, props and equipment for outdoor acltivities.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, August 2003
Preface Notes & Management Summary

XIV.



Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Interpretive program materials for changing public programs will also be stored
on (sic) upstairs.” It is further described in Part 2 of this report.

The approved treatment for the intended approved use, as just described, is
interpreted by this report to be "preservation”. While “preservation” has a specific
definition provided by the NPS, there are always various levels of sensitivity
applied to the fabric of a structure while implementing a treatment and use
project. This report focuses on Preservation as defined in The Cultural Resource
Management Guideline, NPS-28 (a.k.a. Director’'s Order 28) which is
summarized in this report.

Preservation of the Henry House is interpreted to mean the following:

» Repair and stabilization of the structural system and exterior architectural
features while preserving the existing historic fabric and character-defining

features.

» Preservation and repair of the first-floor interior for sympathetic reuse while
retaining the character defining features.

» Stabilize and preservation of the second floor interior as-is and retention of
the character defining features.

» The least intrusive approach to treatment is recommended.

While there is a section in the Value Analysis Report labeled “Preservation
Philosophy”, the approved treatment statements present more than a singular
treatment strategy. Various treatment terms are interchangeably used in the

same sentence.

Based on language in the report it appears that while “Preservation” is the
selected treatment, the described treatment indicates a return of the exterior
appearance to that of what Hugh Henry would have seen prior to his death in
1896; this would be “Restoration” — a different treatment type with different

treatment standards.

A specific treatment strategy is not identified for the interior, but the proposed use
clearly indicates a modern use of the space and the need for improvements.
Descriptive line items taken, directly from the Project Estimate Scope, such as
“replace windows and trin7’, “install dry pipe fire sprinkler system”, “install
commercial electrical service” and “install electric dumbwaiter” clearly indicate
the interior treatment will “rehabilitation” rather than “preservation”.

Rehabilitation, as a formal treatment strategy, is defined in NPS Cultural
Resource Management Guidelines. It improves the utility or function of a historic
structure, through repair or alteration, to make possible a compatible
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contemporary use while preserving those portions or features that are important
in defining its significance. it acknowledges the need to alter a historic property to
meet continuing or changing uses. An emphasis is placed on “retaining the
property’s historic character”, or character-defining features. “The replacement or
removal of intact or repairable historic materials or alteration of features, spaces,
and spatial relationships that characterize a structure is avoided.”

Concluding Remarks

Change and the history of change are embodied in the fabric of the Henry
House. Further modifications to the historic fabric of the house, to meet the
modern demands for use, will erase the history of those earlier changes which
are important to today’s understanding of the past.

The educational values of a well preserved historic building have much to offer
and may be the best way to provide enhanced interpretation to the park visitor at

historic Manassas National Battlefield Park.

END of SECTION.
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Administrative Data

Name and Location Data:

Preferred Structure Name Henry House (post 1870)

Other Historic Names Used Spring Hill Farm (Pre 1861 First Battle
of Manassas/ Buli Run)

Park Manassas National Battlefield Park

Structure Jurisdiction Manassas ‘

Structure County Prince William

Structure State Virginia

NPS Region National Capital Region

Administrative Unit Manassas National Battlefield Park

Administrative Sub-Unit South East Quadrant

List of Classified Structures ID No. 010782

Related National Park Service Studies:

The following reports are listed in chronological order starting with the most
recent. This is done to point out the number of recent studies that have been
completed providing enhanced information about the house, landscape and site.

2002. Parsons, Mia T. and Ravenhorst, John W., Editors. Archeological
Resource Study and Clearance for The Discovery Center Project at the Henry
House, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Manassas, Virginia. Report prepared
by the Archeology Program Office, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park for
Manassas National Battlefield Park, Manassas Virginia and the National Capital
Region, Washington, D.C., National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior

2002. Yocum, Barbara A. Interior Finishes Analysis (Paint and Wallpaper) Henry
House, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Manassas, Virginia. Building
Conservation Branch, Northeast Cultural Resources Center, National Park

Service, Lowell, MA.

2002. Cultural Resources Bibliography (Report of CRBIB database for Manassas
National Battlefield Park). Report obtained from National Park Service, Denver
Service Center, Technical Information Center, August 2002,

2001. Henry House, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Historic Structure
Report Field Drawings. Historic Preservation Training Center, Frederick, MD,

three sheets, February 2001.
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2001. Henry House, Sudley Road, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Prince
William County, Virginia. Historic American Buildings Survey, National Park
Service, Washington, D.C. Survey number VA-1363, five sheets, Summer 2001.

2001. National Capital Region Chief Historical Architect's Correspondence Files
re: Impact of Proposed Treatment of the Henry House; Adverse Effect Implied.

2001. List of Classified Structures Single Entry Report, LCSID No. 10782.
National Capital Region, Chief Historical Architect, National Park Service,

Washington, D.C.

2001. Thomas A. Vitanza, AlA. Henry House, Historic Structure Report,
Manassas National Battlefield Park, National Capital Region, Manassas, Virginia,
Final Review Draft. Historic Preservation Training Center, NPS, Frederick, MD,
October 31, 2001. (See also First Review Draft, 19 June 2001 and Second

Review Draft, 31 August 2002.)

2001. Value Analysis Study, Rehabilitate and Maintain Significant Historic
Structures, Henry House, Part 2 of 3 of a Project for Manassas National
Battlefield, Manassas, Virginia, MANA-155. Study Dates July 31 through August
2, 2001. John Marsh, Historical Architect, DSC, Study Team Leader. Prepared
by: Betty Janes, Value Analysis Facilitator, Denver Service Center, National Park

Service, 09/04/01.

2001. Project Review Report, Choosing By Advantages — Henry House.
Prepared by Ken Duce, Project Architect, Denver Service Center, National Park

Service, 09/04/01.

2001. Denver Service Center Class “B” Estimate, Henry House Rehabilitation,
Manassas National Battlefield Park. Estimate by Jack Hagen, 09/19/2001;
Estimate Reviewed by R, Merrick, 10/09/2002, Denver Service Center, National

" Park Service.

2001. Value Analysis Study for Henry House MANA-155 (DRAFT). Denver
Service Center, National Park Service, July 15, 2001.

2001. Index Record — Manassas National Battlefield Park (MANA). Technical
Information Center, Denver Service Center, National Park Service.

1999. Resource Management Plan, Draft, April.

1998 — 2001. Project Management Information System (PMIS) Project Detail
Sheets, PMIS Project No. 22762, Rehabilitate & Maintain Significant Historic
Structures, Package No. MANA-155, submitted 07/02/1998.
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1998. Reeves, Matthew B. Views of a Changing Landscape: An Archeological
and Historical Investigation of Sudley Post Office (44PW294), Manassas National
Battlefield Park, Manassas, Virginia. Occasional Report No. 14, Regional
Archeology Program, National Capital Region, National Park Service,
Washington, D.C.

1996. Joseph, Maureen Del.ay. Cultural Landscape Inventory, North East
Quadrant, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Manassas, Virginia. Denver
Service Center, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.

1996. Joseph, Maureen Delay. Cultural Landscape Inventory, North West
Quadrant, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Manassas, Virginia. Denver
Service Center, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.

1996. Parsons, Mia T. Cultural Landscape Inventory, Southern Portion,
Manassas National Battlefield Park, Manassas, Virginia. Ferry National Historical
Park, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, July 1996.

1995. Ziegenfuss, Stephen. Henry House Preservation Maintenance Plan,
National Capital Region, National Park Service, July 1995, draft.

1994. “General Management Plan, Environmental Assessment for Power Line
Relocation”, Manassas National Battlefield Park, May 1994,

1992. Maestas, Richard K. Henry House Work Report, Manassas National
Battlefield Park, September 1992.

1991. Hernigle, Jacqueline L. *Manassas National Battlefield Park Wayside
Exhibit Installation, Archeological Investigation and Clearance”, National Capital
Region, National Park Service, March 1991, Washington, D.C.

1983. “General Management Plan, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Virginia.”
USDOI, NPS, DSC, September 1983. Malik, Marcus, P., et al., [MANA 379,
D1808].

1982. McGarry, Thomas E. Archeological Survey - Manassas Historic Sites
Survey, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Virginia. National Capital Team,
Denver Service Center, Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of the Interior,
National Park Service (draft report 11/81 final report 12/ 82). [MANA 379, D2025]

1981. Resource Management Plan, Manassas National Battlefield Park.
Recommended by Superintendent 11/15/1981, Concurred by Associate Regional
Director, Professional Services, National Capital Region, 11/27/1981, Concurred
by Associate Regional Director, National Capital Region, 11/30/1981, Approved
by Regional Director, National Capital Region 11/30/1981. [MANA 379, D-28].
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1981. National Register Nomination, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Barry
Mackintosh. Submitted March 27, 1981.

1980. Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey Form, File No. 76-208,
Negative Nos. 4370, September 1980.

1979. Environmental Assessment, Rehabilitation of the Henry Hill, Manassas
National Battlefield Park, Virginia. Prepared by Manassas National Battlefield

Park.

Related Emergency Structural Stabilization Reports

All work prepared by Robert Silman Associates (RSA), PLLC, Structural
Engineers, Washington, D.C. RSA was hired by HPTC through the regional
office using regional funds not associated with the HSR project. All reports were
transmitted to the park and region by official memorandum during the project.
Copies of these reports will be found in the appendices.

e Final Punch List Report & Associated Sketches, 26 October 2001.

e Punch List Report & Associated Sketches, 14 August 2001.

e Henry House - Condition Report & Temporary Stabilization, 23 April 2001.
Additional sketches were provided to clarify certain conditions and
forwarded to the HPTC on 17, 24, and 30 May, 2001.

e Henry House — Condition Report & Temporary Stabilization
Recommendations (Preliminary) 26 March 2001.
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Cultural Resource Data

The following information has been collected from a variety of sources and is
presented here in a collection. See also the List of Classified Structures (LCS)
Single Entry Report and the National Register of Historic Places park file.

National Register of Historic Places

Status

Entered — Documented

Date 10/15/1966
Significance Contributing
NR Information System No. 66000039

The National Register Form is on file at the park and regional offices. The
Manassas Battlefield National Register Historic District Draft Report proposal,
prepared by Architectural Historian Laura Trieschmann of E.H.T. Traceries, Inc,
Chevy Chase, Maryland was submitted to the NPS for review in December 1999.
The most recent revision to the National Register nomination was submitted in
September 2001 (Ray Brown, 07/21/03, note to author).

List of Classified Structures — Management Information (06/08/1998 Update)

Legal Interest Fee Simple

Management Category Should be Preserved and Maintained
Management Category Date 05/15/1991

Ultimate Structure Treatment Stabilization

Ultimate Treatment Document Resource Management Plan
Ultimate Treat. Document Date 06/15/1991

Was Ultimate Treatment Approved? No

Was Ultimate Treatment Completed? | No

NOTE: Since the last update of the LCS Report in 1998 the National Park
Service Development Advisory Board has approved a treatment for the Henry
House. As of the date of this HSR (07/2003) no work has been completed at the
house although design documents are underway. This effort is headed up by the
Denver Service Center Project Management Team, Bonita Mueller, Project

Manager.
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Cultural Resources Bibliography (CRBIB): The following reports are listed by
the National Capital Region in the CRBIB data base as being associated with the
Henry House. This list is current as of May 2003. There are many other NPS and
non-NPS reports, etc. associated with the Henry House that are not on this list.
Several of those are previously mentioned in this section as Related Studies.

NCRO CRBIB List re: Henry House and Other Related Structures

017835 Yocum, Barbara A., Northeast Cultural Resources Center, National Park
Service. Interior Finishes Analysis (Paint and Wallpaper): Henry House
Manassas National Battlefield Park Manassas, Virginia. 2002, NCRO, HPTC,

MANA.

017861 Historic Preservation Training Center, NPS, Thomas A. Vitanza AlA,
Henry House Historic Structure Report Manassas Battlefield Park National
Capital Region, Manassas, Virginia. DRAFT 10/2001, NCRO, MANA, HPTC,

DSC.

019139 Ziegenfuss, Stephen AlA
Henry House Preservation Maintenance Plan,Manassas National Battlefield.

1995, NCRO, MANA.

- 450632 Fairweather, Frederic H.

Architectural Investigation of ‘The Fanny Lee Henry House': Manassas National
Basttlefield Park, Manassas, Virginia [Text]

Published: 03/1941 Park code: MANA Location: MANA

Note: Complete report in park library: verticle file on Fanny Lee Henry House;
report includes description of existing conditions (in 1941) and recommendations
for rehabilitation or demolition; structure was razed in 1940's

001150 Carroll, Orville W.
Rehabilitation and Restoration of the Dogan House, Historic Structures Report,

Architectural Data, Part Il, Manassas National Battlefield Park. 1960, NCRO/
WASO

001151 Carroll, Orville W.
Historic Structures Report, Part Ill on Dogan House, Manassas Battlefield Park,

Architectural Data Section. 1962, NCRO/WASO

001153 Staff
William Henry Dogan House Historic Structures Report, Part |,
Administrative Data, Manassas National Battlefield Park.

1960, WASO/NCRO
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001152 Crowson, Eimer T.
HSR Historical Data, William Henry Dogan House, Manassas National Battlefield

Park. 8/1958. Location not known.

Periods of Significance

See Chronology of Development and Use. The selected period of significance
includes first and second periods of construction (1870 — 1883) through the life
dates of Hugh Fauntleroy Henry (son of Judith and Isaac Henry) died June 30,
1898. This focuses on the years when Hugh F. Henry was in residence at the
house and there is photographic documentation of the exterior of the building in
its current configuration. This selectively narrows the dates to 1882 — 1898.

There are other alternate periods of significance, depending on the focus of
interest. These are presented in the Developmental History and the Part 2

section Treatment and Use.

Recommendations for Future Research:

Archeological

» Conduct additional excavations along the west elevation of the south block to
determine the footprint size of the non-extant west porch entrance as seen in
the 1896 photographs.

» Reuvisit archeological field notes from previous excavations and produce
detailed "to-scale" drawings of the below grade features.

Historical

» Develop more detailed community context in order to conduct comparative
analysis of other structures and to determine commercial availability of certain
building materials in the vicinity of the battle areas known as Groveton and/or

Manassas.

> Research other properties that are or were (if documentation available) in the
area to compare construction techniques.

» Research available Civii War collections at United States Army Military
Historical Institute at Carlisle, PA for any photos or description of the property.

> Reevaluate historic photographs in park library collection to determine if
possible mis-identification has occurred and search for images of the Henry
House from 1870 — 1882 time periods showing only south block in-situ.
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Architectural

» Conduct dendrochronological tests (tree ring dating) of extant timber frame
members of the south and north block and the sill plates of the south block to
determine age of trees from which timbers were manufactured.

» Conduct detailed plaster and mortar analysis of the north block and the south
block interiors; conduct comparative analysis. Prior to removal during
proposed rehabilitation project.

» Conduct further architectural investigation during rehabilitation project to fully
document the historic features of the structure before they are removed from
the building. Prepare detailed measured architectural drawings to record the
construction technique and methodology of the historic house structure.

Recommendations for Documentation, Cataloguing, and Storage of Materials
Generated by the HSR Project

Documentary materials including the architectural measured drawings and field
notes, the large format black and white photographs produced during the course
of this project will be forwarded to the National Capital Regional Office and
eventually turned over to the Historic American Building Survey for inclusion in
the Library of Congress collection.

Field photographs, negatives, and samples of historic fabric removed for analysis
shall be turned over to the park and accessioned into the park archives and/ or
returned to the building.

All project materials will be distributed as per National Park Service Guidelines
for Cultural Resource Management (Directors Order No. 28) and the Approved
Final Project Agreement for this HSR project.

END of SECTION.
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A.1. Historical Background and Context

The following is an annotated chronological accounting of the events associated
with the Henry House. This section briefly explains the people and events
associated with the structure.

Overview

The most basic fact is the extant house is not the house where Judith Henry
received her mortal wounds. That house, most commonly known as the “Spring
Hill Farm” house, is widely discussed in other recent reports and detailed
information about it will not be repeated here. The Spring Hill Farm house was
significantly damaged as a result of the First Battle of Manassas in July 1861 and
the effects of its aftermath. Ruins of the house may have stood through the
winter of 1861-62 but little mention of the house is made after the winter of 1862.
The ruins of the Spring Hill Farm house did not play a strategically important role
in the Second Battle of Manassas in August 1862, and it is not featured in any
documentation known to the author.

It is assumed the remains of the Spring Hill Farm house, as seen in photographs
taken after the First Battle, during the winter months, were largely removed from
the site within the year. Extensive documentation of the now archeologically
important foundation is provided in the Archeological Resource Study (Parsons &

Ravenhorst: 2003).

This report focuses on the post 1870 traditional Virginia vernacular house that
has come to be known as the Henry House, sometimes “The New Henry House”
to distinguish it from its predecessor. The previously mentioned recent
archeological work has shown the new house was built to partially overlap the
footprint of the old house. This work has revealed that contrary to one popular
story about the houses, the chimney of the new house is not built on the
foundation of the old chimney; they are offset by several feet.

The Henry House is situated on the crest of a gently sloping hill approximately
200 yards east of Sudley Road (VA Route 234) and approximately 1/3 mile south
of the Warrenton Turnpike (US Route 29/211). The house is located within the
southeast quadrant of the Manassas National Battlefield Park approximately 200
yards from the Henry Hill Visitor Center. It is located in northeastern Prince
William County, Virginia, outside and northwest of the corporate limit of the City

of Manassas.

The hill on which the house is sited is now commonly known as Henry Hill and
was of great strategic importance during the First Battle of Manassas. It is also a
significant historical cultural landscape as documented in the National Park
Service report, Cultural Landscape Inventory, Southern Portion, Manassas
National Battlefield Park, by Mia T. Parsons and Maureen Delay Joseph, 1995.
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Existing

Henry House

Chimney Base

\ 10
=

Wayside

Plan of the historic Spring Hill Farm House foundation in context with location of
. extant Henry House. (Parsons & Ravenhorst 2003: 51).

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, May 2003
Part 1. Developmental History

Section A.1. Historical Background and Context A1l-2.




Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

NPS Location Map of Battlefield in 1861 — 1862
(Henry House Site in Circle)

. NPS Location Map of Batueﬁéfd_Today (1995)
(Henry House Site in Circle)
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Timeline

The following information was compiled by the HPTC research team in the
Spring of 2001 from mostly secondary sources. Rather than repeat what is said
in other NPS reports (Parsons & Ravenhorst: 2003) (Reeves: 1998) or delete it
entirely from this Final Revised Edition of the HSR, it is presented in its simplified
and unmodified outline form to give the basic timeline of events. The original
report of March 2001 is included in its entirety as the Resources Documentation

Report.

Every attempt has been made during this update of the text to coordinate the
historical background information with that of the other research based reports.
The information in Spring Hill Farm/ Henry House Site History by Andrew S. Lee,
Chapter 1 of The Archeological Resource Study... at the Henry House (Parsons
& Ravenhorst: 2003) will supercede the information in the following timeline.

Old Henry House — Spring Hill Farm House

1812

Thomas King builds “Spring Hill Farm”, a one & a half story timber frame cottage
structure with a stone fireplace.

Manuscript: Henry, Elenea H. (Widow of Arthur Lee Henry), “Some Events
Connected with the Life of Judith Carter Henry and the Circumstances
Surrounding Her Death in the 1% Battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861”, no date.
Thomas King does not appear in the 1799-1887 deed book.

LCS Data sheet; Parsons & Ravenhorst, Chapter 1, pg.5. lllustrations by
Fremeaux and others (Figures 1 - 3), photographs c. 1862 (Figures 4 & 5).

1822

Elizabeth Carter dies in the summer. Judith Carter Henry (her sister) and her
husband Dr. Isaac Henry obtain possession of “Spring Hill Farm” by paying
$3,382 to the estate for the 330 acre property on October 14, 1822

Prince William Co. Land Records, liber 9 folio 118 [DB 9:118-120]; Parsons &

Ravenhorst, Chapter 1 by Andrew Lee, pg 8.

1826-6
Henry family established at Spring Hill.
Letter: Isaac Henry to Robert Hamilton, October 25, 1826

1829

Isaac Henry dies of pneumonia at Spring Hill farm and was buried at the Carter
family cemetery at Pittsylvania.

Manuscript: Henry, Elenea H. (Widow of Arthur Lee Henry), “Some Events
Connected with the Life of Judith Carter Henry and the Circumstances
Surrounding Her Death in the 15t Battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861”, no date.
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1860
Following members of Henry Family residing at Spring Hill: Ellen (52), Judith
(82), John (35) (listed profession — teacher), Mary E. (31), Ida L. (03), Arthur L

(01). 1860 Census.

1861

July 21; First Battle of Manassas, Judith Henry mortally wounded. Spring Hill
Farm house is damaged by Union artillery. Following the battle the house is
most likely dismantled for raw materials over the winter of 1861-62.

Various accounts, lllustration by Fremeaux and others (Figures 1 - 3),
Photographs c. 1862 (Figures 4 & 5). Parsons & Ravenhorst 2003, Chapter 1,

pgs 15— 18).

1862
Photographs by David B. Woodbury and George N. Barnard show a stone hearth

and a timber-framed corner still standing among rubble and debris. Patches of
plaster are visible on the chimney remnants. Detailed architectural analysis of
these photographs of Spring Hill farm House will also be found in Parsons &
Ravenhorst 2003, Chapter 1, pgs 16 — 19, Chapter 2, pgs. 56 - 59.
Photographs c. 1862 (Figures 4 & 5).

The Woodbury photograph (Fig. 4), also attributed to the Matthew Brady Studio
in Washington, D.C. is used to illustrate many books; in The First Battle of
Manassas, National Park Civil War Series, published by the Eastern National
Parks Association, copyright 1995, it is used on page 39 with the following
caption which offers another theory, “In the eight months that followed the battle,
occupying Confederate Troops dismantled the Henry House as they searched for
firewood, building material, and battlefield mementoes.”

1865
Table of Tracts of Land for 1865 lists “$100 off Buildings Destroyed” for the tax

on the Judith Henry property. No reassessment was made until 1870.

June 11, 1865 — The Henry Hill Monument dedication photographs illustrate that
there is no structure visible where the Spring Hill Farm House would have stood.

Figures 6 -7.

New Henry House — Extant Structure

1870
New house built at Henry Hill. Physical evidence indicates the portion of the

house on the north side of the chimney (3/5 I-house plan) was added sometime
after the southern portion was built. The southern portion, with a footprint which
measures approximately 16’ by 24’ and is two stories in height, partially aligns
with the foundations of the old house. This is more than likely the house the
1920’s visitor is referring to in the following statement.
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey

From: Notation in visitor's guest book at the Henry House when it served as the
visitor center for the Manassas Battlefield Park operated by the Sons of
Confederate Veterans, on site observations. Citation from field notes: “Built in
1870 by Confederate Veteran Norman Andrew, 4" Virginia Cavalry, Prince
William Cavalry, book signed in 1920’s ‘1 built this home in 1870, This
statement is corroborated by the land assessment tax records for 1871.

Two property tax assessments exist for this year one is recorded in the 1865-
1870 book, the other is recorded in the 1870-1875 book. During this time it
appears that assessment were made every five years. The first 1870
assessment indicates no value based “on account of buildings on the property”.
The second 1870 assessment shows a value of $800 “on account of buildings on

the property.”

1875

The assessed value of the buildings on the Judith Henry Estate as being worth
$500, a decrease in value from 1870. This may be a shift in the economy or
standard depreciation of buildings for the region.

1880-1882
The assessed value of the buildings on the Judith Henry Estate remains constant

a value of $500, no change from 1875.

1883

H.F. Henry Sr. living at new house at Spring Hill (the Henry House). Size of
house indicated to be 16’ x 40’ (its present size). This means that the second
campaign of two-part construction described above took place sometime before
1883 but after 1875.

Letter: H.F. Henry to Cousin Mary Carter, May 8, 1883. Figures 14 — 16.

1883 - 1897
H.F. Henry Sr. collecting fees from battlefield visitors

Letter: Edwin Carter to ??, April 15, 1894. Figure 15.

1896

Amateur photographer Albert Kern, an attorney from Dayton, Ohio, visits the
Henry Farm and makes multiple photographs of the west elevation of the house
with Hugh F. Henry Sr. sitting on the porch. Other photographs were taken of the
grounds and the landscape immediately surrounding the house. Photographs
now in the care of the Montgomery County Historical Society in Dayton. See
Figures 12 — 15.
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1898
Hugh Fauntleroy Henry Sr. dies June 30, 1898. Legal title to house and farm

passed to his nephew Arthur Lee Henry. In October 1898 Arthur Lee Henry
deeded equal shares of the property to his brother (Hugh Fauntleroy, Jr.) and
sister (Ida Landon Henry) for an equal sum of one dollar ($1). (PWC DB 47:37)
(Parsons & Ravenhorst, Chapter 1, pg. 26).

1908
lda Landon Henry dies, property passes to her two brothers, Hugh F. Jr. and

Arthur Lee Henry. (Parsons & Ravenhorst, Chapter 1, pg. 26).

1911
Fiftieth anniversary of the Battle of First Manassas, 16 July 1911; the Manassas

National Jubilee of Peace.

1914

Henry family no longer lives at the Henry House. An article in the July 26, 1914
Washington, D.C. Sunday Star by J. Harry Shannon (The Rambler) The Rambler
Visits Battlefield Monuments, Part 4, indicates, “the property being in temporary
possession of Henry Steen, veteran of the 12" lowa Volunteers”.

1920
United Daughters of the Confederacy, Manassas Chapter, obtain an option to

purchase the Henry Farm for $25,000. (PWC DB 75:459).

1921
Manassas National Battlefield Corporation (MNBC) formed by the Sons of

Contederate Veterans and the United Daughters of the Confederacy,
establishment of the Manassas Battlefield Confederate Park.

1923
Henry's deed the property to the MBCP.
(Zenzen 1998: 15) (Parsons & Ravenhorst 2003: 29)

1934
Property referred to as Henry House for the first time in family correspondence,

property described as “in decline”.
Letter: Arthur L. Henry to Edward, June 15, 1934

1936
The Sons of Confederate Veterans votes to donate the Henry Hill tract to the Bull

Run Recreational Demonstration Area in June. (Zenzen 1998: 24).

July 21, 1936 is the seventy-fifth (75) anniversary of the First Battle of Manassas.
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1940
The final transfer of the Henry Farm and the Confederate Park land occurred on

February 12, 1940. In May, the former Confederate Park and more than 1,600
acres of the Demonstration Area were designated as Manassas National
Battlefield Park. (Zenzen 1998:24).

HPTC Contributors:

Michael J. Seibert
Exhibits Specialist

Sara Polzin
Exhibits Specialist

Tom Vitanza
Senior Historical Architect

End of Section.
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Summary of Research re: Sons of Confederate Veterans

Provided by Tim Van Cleave, Cultural Resources Intern, Manassas National
Battlefield Park, September 2001.

Because of interest surrounding the Henry Hill House, further research for
photographs were needed. The era that was the focus for the research was the
pre-park era, specifically when it was used a museum by the Sons of
Confederate Veterans.

Research began with the SCV. Their headquarters were contacted and | was
directed to a Mr. John Lumsden of Alexandria, VA. Mr. Lumsden informed me
that the archives for the SCV for Northern Virginia were at the state library. He
also suggested that | contact the Arlington Public Library. Both institutions did not

have the photographs | was looking for.

The following people and institutions were contacted, but unfortunately were
unable to locate photographs that fit the description. Gary Scott, National Capitol
Historian, Bryan Green of the Virginia Historical Society, The United Daughters of
the Confederacy, Donna Twersky of the National Building Museum, Francis
Moore, Sudiey Church Historian and John Alahdas from the Museum of the
Confederacy. Also research was conducted at Bull Run Regional Library, where
a picture was located of the “bullet ridden” tree beside the house.

The only successful research for a picture came from Manassas Museum. After
making contact with Dave Purchwitz, who assured me that, they did indeed have
the photographs | was looking for, Jim Burgess and myself made a visit to the
museum. The picture was actually from a post card collection. The park already
had several of these pictures; this was the only one the park did not have. Dave
made a print for the park, which is now in the possession of the Cultural

Resources Department.

END of SECTION.
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B.1. Chronology of Development and Use

Introduction

This purpose of this section is to lay out the evolution of the extant (2001) Henry
House. It is based primarily on various historical documents, many of which are in
NPS collections. Much of this text was developed based on specific historical
references to the house found in those documents. This work is divided into two
major periods in the history of the extant house, 1870 — 1940, and 1940 — present.
These are sub-divided into smaller periods by the major headings found within this
section. The descriptions that make up the first period, 1870 — 1940, were collected
from many sources that pre-date the involvement of the National Park Service in the
management of the Henry House. The second period, 1940 — 2002, is the era of NPS
management so many of the records used to construct the chronology for this era are

from NPS records.

Two sets of authors have put this section together. The first period was researched
by HPTC staff members Michael J. Seibert and Sara Polzin; both were Exhibit
Specialists at the time of their research. The second period was researched by
Thomas A. Vitanza, Senior Historical Architect at HPTC. Both sections have been
edited and annotated by Mr. Vitanza based on comments received from reviewers.

The section is structured in the following manner; content notes concerning the Henry
House are followed by their source. These notations are written in the various verb
tenses, reflecting their source of origin or the period of construction. The source of
origin of the content note should be clear by the Jjtalicized reference that will follow
each specific notation. Many notations refer to specific images, many with reference
to historic photographs called out by figure number. Specific elevations, rooms,
porches, windows and doors are referred to by number, which can be found on the
annotated floor plans, which follow later in this report. Other textual statements do not
have references as they are made based on physical evidence or are first party
interpretation of the referenced material. Guidance for the structure of this section is
taken from Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers, Sixth Edition (Chicago: The

University of Chicago Press, 1996).

The text is arranged chronologically, in periods of significance, as established by
either direct events effecting changes to the built structure or associative events
which occurred to the occupants. The annotated chronology documents the physical

changes to the Henry House structure.

The Spring Hill Farm house, which preceded the Henry House on the site from
approximately 1812 — 1861, is briefly discussed and illustrated in various sections of
this report (HSR Figures 1 — 7). It is examined in detailed analysis in various other
NPS cultural landscape and archeology reports found listed in the Bibliography but
does not figure prominently in this report.
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Early Henry Family Occupancy, 1870 — 1883

The South Block of the extant two-thirds (2/3) I-house plan is constructed post 1870
(first period of construction) at Henry Hill, also known as the Spring Hill property.
When built, the structure is approximately 24’ x 16’ and aligned along a north/ south
axis. It is two bays wide on the east and west elevations and one bay, or pile, deep.
The new structure partially aligns with the foundations of the old house but is not

exactly over the old footprint.

The new Henry House is two full _,________,
stories with a side-gabled wood '
shingled roof and an external
stone chimney centered on the
north elevation. The structure is
transitional balloon frame,
composed of circular-sawn
dimensional lumber with hewn
corner posts, sill plates and
braces. The exterior is clad in 6”
wide plain-sawn siding boards that
are not painted or whitewashed. :
The windows are outfitted with [l |
slatted shutters. é‘ e

First Period of Construction First Floor Plan of Henry House

The interior plan consists of one large room with fireplace and a hall with the
staircase. It has plain and unfinished surfaces. This is more than likely the house the

1920’s visitor is referring to in the following statement.

The notation was found in the visitor's guest book which was at the Henry House
when it served as the visitor center for the Manassas Battlefield Confederate Park
operated by the Sons of Confederate Veterans. The citation from the field notes
states, “Built in 1870 by Confederate Veteran Norman Andrew, 4" Virginia Cavalry,
Prince William County, book signed in 1920’s | built this home in 1870”. This
statement is corroborated by the land assessment tax records for 1865 - 1870.

Two property tax assessments exist for this year; one is recorded in the 1865-1870
book, the other is recorded in the 1870-1875 book. During this time it appears that
assessments were made every five years. The first 1870 assessment indicates no
value based “on account of no buildings on the property”. The second 1870
assessment shows a value of $800 “on account of buildings on the property.”

e Prince William County, Virginia Land Tax Records: 1865 — 1870.
Prince William County Courthouse, Manassas, Virginia.
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1883

e The North Addition was constructed post 1875 — pre 1883 and represents the
second period of construction. As of this date, the size of the structure has
increased to approximately 40’ x 16’. Physical evidence indicates that the portion
of the house built north of the chimney structure (saddlebag addition) was
constructed sometime between 1875 and 1883, after the southern portion (3/5 I-

house plan) was built. (Physical evidence).

e By this date, Mr. Hugh F. Henry Sr. is now living at the new house at Spring Hill
(Henry House). (Letter: H.F Henry Sr. to Cousin Mary Carter, May 8, 1883).

Late Henry Family Occupancy, 1884 — 1898

A few photographs are attributed to this time period. Most are not specifically dated.
One method of organizing undated photographs in chronological order is by
analyzing the condition of the building and to note the changes between the
photographs. The Henry House looks remarkably similar during this time period with
the exception of the exterior window shutters. They begin to deteriorate and are
missing from the photographs in/ at various window locations. Given no other method
of dating these few images, the lack of shutters may be a way to track the age of the

building.

HSR Figures 8 and 9 are illustrations used in Civil War histories.

e Figure 9 is historically captioned in 1884 as, “... from a Photograph taken in
1884".

1884

Figure 10. This is the earliest photograph in the sequence of Henry House
photographs; most of the window shutters are in-situ. It illustrates the structure as a
three (3) bay' wide by one (1) bay deep structure with 6/6 shuttered windows on the
west and south elevations. The eastern side of the south gable elevation features a
6/6 shuttered window on both the first and second levels. A small 4/4 window is
evident in the gable. All shutters are accounted for except for the south shutter on the
central second floor window of the west elevation (W206). It cannot be determined if
the east elevation was similarly shuttered, many times it was not for environmental
reasons. Eastern light was desired to penetrate the interiors of buildings, whereas
shutters would be necessary to block out southern, western and northern light. It
would be somewhat unusual to have windows in the north wall.

The entrance door on the south end of the west elevation features a prominent
gabled porch elevated slightly above the ground. It is supported by square wood

' The term “bay” is used to describe a regularly repeated subdivision in a fagade, a window or door unit area.
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columns with an engaged spindle rail and a pair of built-in wooden benches flanking
the door. The siding appears to be unpainted, as nailing patterns are evident. The
joint between the south block and the north saddlebag addition is evident and
depicted by the corner board left in place between the old section and the new; it
forms a striking vertical line amidst a sea of horizontal siding boards. Plain wide
frieze boards are located along the rooflines of both sections. The roof is wood
shingles; no seam is evident between the two sections. The chimney is a solid mass
and appears to be in good condition, the mortar joints are crisply articulated by the
natural light captured in this photograph.

A gutter runs along the west elevation cornice and a downspout is located at the NW
corner. Close observation of the southeast corner of the roof will show what appears
to be a roof mounted board gutter as a perpendicular projection at the edge of the
roof plain above the cornice line. This may also be a hung pre-formed metal gutter,
but the fact it is mounted on the roof plain rather than on the plane of the fascia board
would seem to indicate a board rather then round metal gutter.

1896

Albert Kern Photographs. In July 1896, prominent Dayton, OH attorney Albert Kern
visited Manassas, Va. He brought his large format camera to make these glass plate
photographs of the sites where the Ohio troops had fought some 35 years earlier
during the war. No. 04 from the Kern Collection of the Montgomery County Historical
Society, Dayton, OH (HSR Figure 11) is a remarkably crisp image of the west
elevation of the house with Mr. Hugh Fauntleroy (F.) Henry, Sr. sitting in a chair on
the porch. These photographs are so clear it is possible to count the number of
courses of horizontal siding and the number of courses of shingles on the roof and
identify precisely where the siding boards are nailed onto the house frame.

Figure 11, 11a. Three windows on the west elevation have each lost one shutter
(W104, 206 and 207). There are no other visible changes to the west elevation of the
Henry House in the previous 12 years. A photographic enlargement of this photo
shows the door is a 4-paneled type.

Gutter brackets are visible as perpendicular objects above and below the cornice line.
Those above the cornice are attached to the roof, those falling below the cornice
have broken loose from the gutter and are suspended in mid-air.

Figure 12. This electronic enlargement of the porch area enables a complete and
accurate reconstruction of this missing feature. The width of the floor board can be
determined from this image as well as the method they were repaired along the front
edge. Also seen are the built in benches that flank the front door.

Figure 13. A view of the Henry garden with the Bull Run Monument and the yard
shed visible in the distance.
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Figure 14. Notice!! By H.F. Henry , Sr. to visitors of the Bull Run Battlefield.

(HSR Figures 11, 11a, 12, 13, and 14. Albert Kern collection, Montgomery County
Historical Society, Dayton ,OH).

Post-1896

HSR Figure 15, 15a. Bull Run, Henry House, 1902(?). By J. Harry Shannon, a.k.a.
“The Rambler” (1869-1928) photographer. Photos of the west and south elevations of
house are similar to the Kern photos from 1896. The shutters are missing from the
windows on the south elevation of the building. Also, it appears that the gutter and

downspout at the NW corner are missing.

Photo No. Vill-63, This Was Virginia, 1900-1927: As Shown by the Glass Plate
Negatives of J. Harry Shannon, the Hambler by Connie Pendieton Stuntz & Mayo
Sturdevant Stuntz, Hallmark Publishing Company, Inc., Glouchester Point, VA, 1998.
Print made from negative loaned by Fairfax City Regional Library, Curator Brien

Connelly, Virginia Room.

NOTE: Shannon’s date of 1902 is in question as Mr. Hugh F. Henry, Sr. (d. 1898) is
seen in the right foreground of the image. Mr. Henry died 30 June 1898.

HSR Figure 16. This colorized postcard view of the house may give some hints as to
the early colors used to whitewash the siding, trim and possibly the roof shingles of
the Henry House. Evidence of whitewash on the house is also seen in later photos
from the 1930’s and on the historic fabric within the house walls. The historic shingles
have not been examined for red pigments within the grain structure, as seen in this
image, although there is no visible trace of color on their surfaces. Windows on the

south elevation are now shown without shutters in this image.

Henry Descendents Occupancy, 1898 ~ 1923

HSR Figure 17. There are several noticeable changes in this black & white
photograph from previous images. The house appears generally more weathered.
There is more patination on the horizontal siding planes, more visible rusting of the
nail heads and streaking of rust along those nailing lines. Also the shutter at the
window on the north side of the east elevation (W105) has been removed and the
north shutter appears to have several broken or dislodged slats.

A backilit figure in the east doorway (D101) makes it evident that there is another door
located due east of the main door. This would provide dramatic natural cross

ventilation in the house.

Other changes include the loss of the roof gutter and the downspout and the removal
of the porch benches. Due to shadows it is difficult to determine if the south bench is

in-situ, it may be obscured. The north bench appears to be gone.
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. The gabled porch has been removed (though the ghost lines are evident in this

photo). The window on the south elevation has been turned into a door and a porch
has been added as well. The porch features a simple handrail and balusters and
does not have a roof. The space between the ground and the porch floor is open.
The building still appears to be unpainted, though trim and shutters now appear to be
painted. Visible windows are all still 6/6. The two windows on the north end of the
west elevation now appear to be without shutters. There is a 2-story barn/shed in
approximately the same location as the current shed. The roof is not visible.

HSR Figure 18. This image is very similar to Figure 17. The shutter pattern is the
same between both images. Also damage to the shutter at W105, the first floor
window on the north end of the west elevation, seems to be in worse condition. The
vegetation appears almost identical between the two images.

1898

e Hugh Fauntleroy Henry Sr. dies June 30, 1898. Legal title to the house and farm
passed to his nephew Arthur Lee Henry. In October 1898 Arthur Lee Henry
deeded equal shares of the property to his brother (Hugh Fauntieroy, Jr.) and
sister (Ida Landon Henry) for an equal sum of one dollar ($1). (PWC DB 47:37)
(Parsons & Ravenhorst, Chapter 1, pg. 26).

1908

e |da Landon Henry dies, the property passes to her two brothers, Hugh F. Jr. and
Arthur Lee Henry. (Parsons & Ravenhorst, Chapter 1, pg. 26).

1911

The Manassas National Jubilee of Peace is held on July 21, 1911 in observance of
the 50" anniversary of the first battle.

HSR Figure 18a. This photo became known to the writers in August 2002. It is unique
because it has been taken from a point to the far southeast of the house. The east
and south elevations are captured along with the Bull Run Monument, the yard shed,
and several installations of fence, both vertical picket (defining the Henry Garden —
see Figure 13) and the more typical horizontal split rail along the lane south of the
house. It is noted that the west gable porch is visible in this later photo at the SW
corner and that exterior shutters appear across the second floor windows.

The historic caption of this photo indicates it may have been taken to commemorate
the 50" anniversary of the First Battle of Manassas.
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1914

* “Hugh (F. Henry) lived for a long time in the Henry House, which was destroyed
during the battle and after the war rebuilt on a smaller scale, Mr. Henry dead
about 15 years ago. The place is now owned by the grandchildren of the war-time
owners, but they do not live there, the property being in temporary possession of
Henry Steen, a veteran of the 12" lowa Volunteers”.

The Sunday Star, Washington, D.C., July 26, 1914 — Part 4, The Rambler Visits
Battlefield Monuments by J. Harry Shannon (The Rambler). Shannon says that the
facts for the article were provided by Lt. (Col.) Geo. C. Round, U.S. Army (Signal
Corps) in a Washington Slar article, n.d.

Manassas National Battlefield Corporation Ownership, 1920 — 1940
“Museum of the Henry House”

Although not celebrated in 1920, the Henry House is now fifty (50) years old.

e Sometime in 1920, the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC), under the
direction of Mrs. Westwood Hutchinson, president of the Manassas chapter,
obtained an option for the purchase of the Henry Farm, totaling 130 acres, for
$25,000. (Zenzen, 1998:14)

e The Manassas National Battlefield Corporation was formed sometime after May
1921 by the Sons of Confederate Veterans and the United Daughters of the
Confederacy, Manassas (VA) Chapter. It established the Manassas Battlefield
Confederate Park and The Museum of the Henry House. (Zenzen, 1998)

o The Henry family heirs deed the property to the Manassas National Battlefield
Corporation (MNBC) to become a part of the Manassas Battlefield Confederate
Park (MBCP) in 1923. (Zenzen 1998: 15) (Parsons & Ravenhorst 2003: 29)

e The Manassas National Battlefield Corporation votes to donate the Henry Hill
Farm tract of the Manassas Battlefield Confederate Park to the Bull Run
Recreational Demonstration Area in June, 1936. (Zenzen 1998: 24)

Mr. Adoniram J. Powell and Mrs. Katherine Reeves Powell are caretakers at the
“Museum of the Henry House” for the MNBC/ MBCP, after 1920.

HSR Figure 19. This is the first image that depicts some of the architectural changes

made to convert the house from the residence to the museum. ltis a postcard image
probably taken from a photograph. It illustrates several items of interest including: the
west gable porch removed from the building — but a ghost outline can be seen on the
siding around the door, new entry platform constructed at south elevation with picket

railing along the edge, door cut into south elevation at former location of window,
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bullet-ridden tree still vertical and unsupported, other vegetation at west elevation
removed, old shed is seen in background, to the north of the house.

Post-1923

HSR Figure 20. “Bullet Riddled Tree on the Bull Run Battlefield” postcard.

The south elevation now bears a sign reading “Museum of the Henry House”.
Wooden slats now cover the opening between the ground and the porch floor. The
original horizontal siding is still on the building and the building is still unpainted. All
shutters have now been removed from the west elevation although ghost lines are
evident. Wood screen doors now appear on both the south and west door.

Several changes have been made to the windows, most likely in an attempt to
modernize the interiors of the important museum room and offices of the caretaker.
The middle window on the west elevation (W104) and the window on the south
elevation (W204) now appear to be 2/2. W105 now also appears to be 2/2, though

not clearly.

The famous bullet riddles tree is featured in the foreground of the photograph. It is
now supported by a diagonal brace. At least two structures are seen in the
background to the east of the house, over the hill from the Bull Run Monument.

HSR Figure 20 Rear. View of east elevation of Henry House with the Bull Run
Monument in foreground. This image is from the Manassas Museum, Historic

Photograph Collection.

The view is an unusual photographic perspective. Of primary architectural interest is
the view of the door at the lower left corner of the house. This original opening was
later changed to a window to accommodate the new interior bathroom that was
installed. These changes were probably made by the NPS to accommodate the
occupancy of a caretaker family, as early as 1942 or as late as 1949. The white edge
of a sign is visible along the left edge of the building at the SE corner. It may be the
edge of the Museum of the Henry House sign which was directly associated with the
Sons of Confederate Veterans ownership and their use of the building between 1922

and 1940.

Slatted shutters are clearly visible on all of the second floor windows of the east
elevation. A wood shingle roof is also visible through the trees. Assuming this is the
original roof, it is now about 50 to 60 years old. That is well within the service life of

this type of roof material.

HSR Figure 21. “Group of Men on Veranda of Henry House” This photograph, dated
to approximately the mid 1930’s, shows a close-up view of the south elevation. The
door frame of the new south gable door is clearly visible as is the railing and corner
post of the veranda. Also clearly seen is the original unpainted exterior siding and the
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SW corner board which is still attached to the house. Both appear to be in fair to good
condition, although they do look to be heavily patinated.

Also prominent in the photograph is a portion of the Museum of the Henry House
sign. Above the block style painted lettering is another banner that has been attached
to the sign. The lettering on it is indiscernible, but it may be there to indicate the

operators of the Museum.

HSR Figure 22. This off season photograph of the Museum of the Henry House
shows the house looking abandoned. The screen door to the south veranda entrance
stands wide open, the lower sash of window W104 is either open or missing. The
house still sports the original siding, placing it chronologically before the mid to late
1930's replacement of the siding according to Mr. Fred Ebhardt, former occupant
during that time period. The wood single roof is in-situ. The photo is captioned, “The
present house, shown herewith from a photograph made in 1931... The picture of the
old house was loaned by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lee Henry, who lived here for many

years”.

The old shed is just visible to the northwest of the house. The bullet riddled tree is
standing; but now supported by a concrete box foundation encasing the tree'’s lower

extremities about 3 feet vertically.

1930’s

HSR Figure 23a. Mr Adoniram J. Powell, Caretaker of the Museum of the Henry
House, posed in front of the south west corner of the house, ¢. 1935 - 1942. The
original siding has been removed from the house and replaced with the (currently
extant) german coved horizontal siding. It has also been whitewashed.

The vertical railing that outlined the edges of the south verandah has been removed
and the "“Museum of the Henry House” sign is no longer hanging on the south
elevation. Powell dies in September 1942 according to Ebhardt family notes®.

HSR Figure 23b. Mrs. Kathleen Reeves Powell is posed in front of the west elevation
of the Henry House, c. 1935 — 1942. This image is similar to the photograph of her
husband, as the house is seen with the new exterior siding. The 4-panel door (the old
main door — D106) is still in place. New foundation plants are arranged along the
west elevation. Shadows are long, it is likely late afternoon.

e Various Ebhardt family members move in to look after Mr. Powell once his wife,
Kathleen Reeves Powell, dies leaving him a widower. They remain in residency
until 1942 when Mr. Powell dies and the life tenancy clause is terminated by the

National Park Service.

% Notes received by the author from Valendia Ebhardt Bohon, July 2003.
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* Interviews and site visits by various members of the Ebhardt Family in August
2001 reveal additional information about the house. Mr. Fred Ebhardt, who lived
in the house with Mr. Powell, remembers the exterior siding being replaced,
“sometime in the 1930’s”, and that the carpenter was a Mr. Hamilton “Ham”
Swartz (sp?), a local man. He remembered that an orange paper was installed
first and then the weather-boards. The orange paper is still intact under the 1930's
siding boards. (See Ebhardt Family Photograph section of the report).

NPS Period of Acquisition with Powell/ Ebhardt Caretaker Tenancy,
1940 - 1942

NPS ownership begins with continuation of the Powell/ Ebhardt tenancy. Mr. A.J.
Powell dies in 1942 ending the right to life tenancy that he was granted. The Ebhardt
family also moves out of the house at this time and relocate to a nearby family

residence.

e The Henry Farm tract is donated by Manassas Battlefield Confederate Park, Inc.
to the National Park Service on February 8, 1940. The tract consisted of 0.80
acres with the Henry House and two outbuildings. (Zenzen 1998: Appendix 6,
Land Additions to MNBP, see Henry Farm tract).

It appears the house tract was acquired separately from the farm tract.

e On 10 May 1940, Interior Secretary Ickes, using the authority conferred by the
1935 Historic Sites Act, designated more than 1,600 acres of the Bull Run
Recreational Demonstration Area and the former Manassas Battlefield
Confederate Park as Manassas National Battlefield Park. (Zenzen 1998: 24)

HSR Figure 24. Mr. Fred Ebhardt Holding His Daughter Valendia, c. 1941/42
(Valendia Ebhardt born in 1941). Detail at the NW corner board indicate that coved
boards (german style siding) are used to clad the exterior of the building. There is a
very thin application of whitewash possibly indicating it had been 2-3 years since it
had been applied, that would indicate a late 1930’s date (19387?) of installation since
whitewash has a short service life of 2 — 3 years.

HSR Figure 25. Overview of SW corner of Henry House. Photo made by Ebhardt
family at end of Henry House occupancy, ¢. 1942.

HSR Figure 26. The building has been painted white, though the paint is fading. The
Museum sign is no longer there. The roof now appears to be metal, painted a light
color. The south porch railings have been removed. It is unclear if the building has
been resided. Windows that now appear to be 2/2: 104, 105, 204, 205, and 206.

W207 is unclear.
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1941

»

e The Henry House is described as,”... a simple frame residence weathered gray...

Prince William, The Story of Its People and Its Places, Originally Complied in 1941 by
Workers of the Writers Program of the Work Projects Administration in the State of
Virginia, Sponsored by The Bethlehem Club, Manassas, Virginia, 1988, Page 130.

NPS Ownership, Undetermined Occupancy, 1942 — 1949 +/-

Henry House is possibly used as Quarters, although no documents were discovered
to confirm this statement.

HSR Figure 27. The east elevation is now partially in view. W102 is 2/2, though W203
s still 6/6. W103 is 6-paned with a partial door filling in the space below the window.
Some of the slats are missing from the porch apron. The shed now appears to be in
its current configuration. Manassas National Battlefield Park interpretive signs are in
place. Photo dated April 25, 1942, by NPS Chief Photographer George Alexander

Grant.

HSR Figure 28. “Monument in the Henry House Yard”, NPS Photo. The highlight of
this photo is the view of the original kitchen door (D101) in situ. It is clearly visible at
the NE corner of the east elevation and is a typical 4 panel door used elsewhere at
the Henry House; it appears very similar to the original west elevation door, D106.
This door is no longer extant. A gutter and a downspout elbow are also visible at the
roofline along the east elevation. Windows W101 and W210 are also clearly visible.
Photo dated April 25, 1942 by NPS Chief Photographer George Alexander Grant.

NPS Ownership, Caretaker Occupancy, 1949 — 1964 +/-
Quarters, Building No. 2, 1949

o The first caretaker family begins residency c.1949; tenants are not identified in
NPS reports. They could be the Leonard family, as the Leonard’s are the first
officially recognized NPS caretakers. This information is taken from the earliest
dated quarters report located in the park administrative records.

e The second caretaker family, Elisha Leonard and Wife (and daughter), are in
residency at least until 1964, based on subsequent Quarters Reports. They are
officially named as caretakers in this report.

NPS Employees Quarters Building File Folder (Standard Form 10-768), Manassas
NBP, Henry House, Building No. 2; September 12, 1949. Item (84) File No. D3415,
NCR Box 12; Washington National Records Center, Subject Files 1952 -1965,
Accession #68-3048; located at the NCR Museum Resource Center, Landover, MD
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HSR Figure 29. This is a good overview of the east and south elevations; the house
appears in very good condition and is freshly painted white. The south gable screen
door is repaired and in place. W202 and W203 on the east elevation still remain as
6/6 type sash. W102 and W204 still remain as 2/2 type sash. W 201 is unclear. The

roof is painted a dark color.

A white wood rail fence lines the north side of the unpaved road to the south of the
house. A row of low fence pole bollards lines the south side of the road. Two wooden
Interpretive signs are seen, one along the roadside south of the fence and the other
in the background beyond the fence line. Photo taken by NPS National Capital
Region Chief Photographer Mr. Abbie Rowe and dated February 1949.

HSR Figure 30. Very clear view on east elevation of east cross hallway 4 panel wood
door with large 6 light transom (103). It is not clear if the transom is part of the door
(which is normal height) or fixed as part of the wall. If the transom is fixed the door
would be a 34 scale door as the door opening matches other full height doors. The
door appears to have been a 6-paneled door with the top panels cut off.

Also clearly seen in this view is the old kitchen door still in situ. Door 101 is a 4-
paneled door and screen/ storm windows are in place. The house appears in very
good condition with exterior storm windows on the second floor windows at both

visible elevations. The south porch is still in place although the porch apron appears
to have been completely removed.

This view taken more from the southeast includes the Bull Run Monument that is
observed in disrepair. Photo taken by NPS National Capital Region Chief
Photographer Mr. Abbie Rowe and dated February 1949.

HSR Figure 30a. The east cross hallway door with a large 6 light transom window
(possibly actually a window sash given its proportion) is seen in this rare rear view of
the house. This door was later removed and converted to a window (W103) as
labeled on the architectural field drawings associated with the HSR.

This alteration of the building may be directly related to the installation of the
bathroom (R104) precisely at this location on the interior. The bathroom was most
likely installed by the NPS during the habitation of the NPS Caretaker Mr. Leonard
and his wife. The same door is seen in Figure 27, which is dated 1942. Electronic
(non-photographic) enlargement of HFC HPC MANA 430 (Figure 30) by HPTC.

e The NPS Employees Quarters Building File Folder describes the Henry House as
being used employee quarters. The Construction Type is described as
weatherboard on frame with plaster on wood lath interior walls, pine floors and a
tin roof. The interior is described as Walls and Ceilings - Paint on plaster, Floors -

Unfinished pine.
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o Utilities are described as Water - Well, Sewer — None, Electric — None and Phone
— Yes. The Mechanical Equipment is described as Sanitary — Wood Outhouse,
Heating — Room heaters, Fuel — Wood, Electric — None, and Hot Water — None.
The Existing Condition of the structural and mechanical systems was rated as

“Fair”.

e A remark indicates the house was “Donated to the United States on March 19,
1938".

e Floor plans of the building (first and second floors) produced using a typewriter
are included with the report. The plan shows no indication of an interior bathroom
at the location of the current bathroom during the 2001 field work. Also, interior
floor to ceiling heights are given as 7 ft. — 6 inches for both floors.

NPS Employees Quarters Building File Folder (Standard Form 10-768), Manassas
NBP, Henry House, Building No. 2; September 12, 1949. Item (84) File No. D3415,
NCR Box 12; Washington National Records Center, Subject Files 1952 -1965,
Accession #68-3048; located at the NCR Museum Resource Center, Landover, MD

HSR Figure 31. Overview of the Henry House and Yard, photo dated January 1956,
photographer unknown. Appearance of house is very similar to its look today (2003).

1962

Henry House Water System — Problems with the supply and safety of the water
supply at the Henry House was a point of several memorandums in 1962. Itis
suggested in a Memo dated March 30, 1962 from the Acting Regional Chief of
Operations, Region One to the Superintendent that in order, “To correct the depleting
potable water supply at the Henry House it is proposed to incorporate the supply for
this residence with the Visitor Center water supply”.

Superintendent Wilshin responds in a Memorandum dated May 3, 1962 that the
contract for the installation of an underground water line has been awarded to a local
contractor. The scope of the project is described as,”...the complete job of running
the water line 30” (inches) underground for an approximate distance of 690 feet from
the Henry House to the Visitor Center and connect with the existing supply at the

latter”.

He goes on to explain, “The situation has worsened to where it is essential that the
transition of the supply of water for the Henry House be completed without further
delay and ... that the work is now in progress...The supply from the well at the Henry
House is entirely inadequate at times and repeated water samples have proven the
water is not potable. Recently Caretaker Leonard and his family, who occupy the
building for quarters, have complained of upset stomachs and it is possible that using
the water from the present well is the contributing factor”.
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Based on handwritten notations on the face of the memo the project seems to have
been approved by the Regional Office.

ltem (117) File No. D5039, NCR Box 12, MANA, 1962-63; Washington National
Records Center, Subject Files 1952 - 1965, Accession #68-3048; located at the NCR
Museum Resource Center, Landover, MD

e The Summary of Evaluation Schedules of Quarters (Form 10-372 (Q-1)
Schedule No. 11, Date prepared September 29, 1962, indicates the Henry
House being used as Quarters No. 1. It is described as, “Frame, 2 story, with
an appraised bi-weekly value of $12.50 NC.” (NC may mean “No Charge”.)

Iltem (37) File No. W22, NCR Box 13, MANA, March 1963 — Dec. 1965; Washington
National Records Center, Subject Files 1952 - 1965, Accession #68-3048; located at
the NCR Museum Resource Center, Landover, MD

1963

e The Evaluation Schedule for Quarters (Form 10-373 (Q-2) for Quarters No. 1,
The Henry House, provides more information about the condition of the
building at this point in time. This form was completed on June 4, 1963 and
approved by Superintendent Wilshin on July 7, 1963. It indicates that
electrical power is now metered to the tenant and that water was now provided
from the main well at the Utility Area. By this time, the house had a few
modern amenities including an electric range and refrigerator. An indoor
bathroom with toilet, sink and tub had also been installed (date of manufacture
stamped on the inside of the toilet tank is April 25, 1943 (maybe 1948). It is not
uncommon for an earlier dated fixture to be recycled and installed at a date
later than that stamped on the tank. There is no gas service and the tenant is

providing heating fuel.

e The description of the quarters is given as: a “two story frame, constructed
about 1884. Condition of interior and exterior is fair. Five rooms and bath.
Kitchen, living room and bath on first floor. Three bedrooms on second floor.
Uninsulated, no central heat. Interior arrangement is poor. Electric range
furnished. Outbuilding furnished. Present occupant: Elisha M. Leonard,
Caretaker.”

The two photographs attached show the house essentially as it looks during the field
work period in 2001; perhaps without gutters and downspouts.

e The Summary of Evaluation Schedules of Quarters, Schedule No. 12, dated
June 6, 1963 indicates the bi-weekly appraised value had been raised from
$12.50 to $14.00. This increase is due to water service provided by the park
being added into the total cost for the rental.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, April 2003
Part 1. Developmental History
Section B.1. Chronology of Development & Use B.1-14.




Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Item (37) File No. W22, NCR Box 13, MANA, March 1963 — Dec. 1965; Washington
National Records Center, Subject Files 1952 - 1965, Accession #68-3048; located at

the NCR Museum Resource Center, Landover, MD

1964

e In a memo filed with other park documents in the referenced subject files the
following story unfolds. The Park Superintendent is questioned by the
Regional Director of the Southeast Region about the purchase and installation
of an electric clothes dryer. The park explains the purchase as follows, “In
each of these areas (the Henry House and the New York Monument area)
where park families live, the drying of clothes on a line constitutes an
unwarranted intrusion on the historic scene. This is particularly true of the
Henry House yard...” Later in the memo it is explained that, “Before the
purchase was made, the subject was discussed with Caretaker Elisha Leonard
and his wife and they seemed pleased with this solution of the problem”.
Later, when it was discovered that the Leonard’s could not afford the
iIncreased utility bills, they were given permission to “... have a line on the
north end along the border with some sheds”.

e This memo indicates the house was used for quarters from at least 1949
through 1964 and probably later.

Memorandum from Superintendent MANA to Regional Director, Southeast Region;
Subject: Purchase of Dryer and Installation Cost of Same, dated April 27, 1964. Item
(76) File No. S18, NCR Box 13, FRED/ MANA, 1962-64; Washington National
Records Center, Subject Files 1952 - 1965, Accession #68-3048; located at the NCR

Museum Resource Center, Landover, MD

e The following reference to a porch and the front door, found in the Monthly
Narrative Report dated April 1964, would apply to the south elevation of the
house, as per the photographic evidence as to the location of the porch

structure at this time period.

e “The badly weathered front porch of the Henry House was replaced with new
materials throughout. Cinder block supports were extended to cover the whole
perimeter of the porch. Further repairs included a new door sill for the front
door. A wood preservative was applied to both sides of all lumber to insure

better permanence”.

Monthly Narrative Report for Manassas NBP, Francis F. Wilshin, Superintendent,
April 1964, page 8; Item (3) File No. A2823, NCR Box 11, MANA, 1962-64;
Washington National Records Center, Subject Files 1952 - 1965, Accession #68-
3048; located at the NCR Museum Resource Center, Landover, MD
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* “The interior of the Henry House was painted by the park labor force”.

e Alsoin this report it is noted that the Henry House and other park historic
structures were photographed by the Viewmaster Company.

Monthly Narrative Report for Manassas NBP, Francis F. Wilshin, Superintendent,
October 1964 (10/21/64), page 8; Item (3) File No. A2823, NCR Box 11, MANA,
1962-64; Washington National Records Center, Subject Files 1952 - 1965, Accession
#68-3048, located at the NCR Museum Resource Center, Landover, MD

¢ The south porch (veranda installed for the Museum of the Henry House) has
been removed and a small stoop has been installed in its place. The window
configuration on the west elevation is unclear. The partial door on the west
elevation has been infilled with siding though the 6-paned window is still
apparent. Windows on the south and west elevations are in their current
configuration. Gutters are now visible.

Contemporary-- Henry House 1940-present folder— MANA Library

NPS Ownership, Mothball Occupancy, 1965 - 2003

During this time period the house is not occupied, but rather used for storage. It is
periodically maintained on the exterior but also suffers the ravages of termite
infestation. As the condition of the building continues to deteriorate over this thirty
year period replacement of exterior features begins. Exterior paint condition and
termite problems are dealt with in a cyclical maintenance framework. Beginning in
1990 more attention is paid to the structure as its scene setting importance is realized
by NPS management and planners. Trained Exhibit Specialists (Restoration) begin
to work on the building and repair features rather than replace them. Major work
commences in the mid 1990s’ to try to reverse the tide of deterioration. Structural
problems emerge in 1999 — 2000 and funding is requested to make permanent
improvements to the building and return it to park use. As park works continue
serious structural damage is uncovered. Emergency temporary structural stabilization
and mothballing treatment is conducted as part of the Historic Structure Report

project.
1978

The following quotes are taken from the various referenced documents.

e “The Henry House and Robinson House were painted and some minor
stabilization carried out. All historic structures were treated for termite

infestation.”
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. Superintendent’s Annual Report, MNBP, CY 1978, Maintenance, Buildings & Utilities,
iIssued 03/09/1979 by R. Brien Varnado, Superintendent. NCRO File A2621, MANA
Annual Reports (Superintendent’s), NCRO HQ, Washington, D.C.

e “Also, | believe we discussed replacing non-period windows in both houses
(Henry House and Robinson House) with correct multiple light sashes. Right
now we have two different kinds in both structures. | recall, also, that historic

photographs reveal louvered shutters.”

Memorandum from Superintendent, MANA; To Historical Architect, NCR; Subject:
Rehabilitation of Henry and Robinson Houses; dated April 11, 1978.

e “Enclosed are photographs of the Henry House which reveal extensive termite
damage to the sills, studs and weatherboards, on all sides of the structure.
Without removing all of the siding it is difficult to determine the extent of the
damage.” Six (6) black and white photographs are attached (copies) to the
memo. Original photos have not been located.

Memorandum from Superintendent, MANA; To Historical Architect, NCR; Subject:
Henry House Termite Damage; dated May 24, 1978.

The Henry House was inspected as part of an overall park wide project in August

. 1978. A letter from F.E. Wood, Ph.D., Entomologist to Dr. James L. Sherald, NPS,
National Capital Region, Ecological Services Lab, dated August 16, 1978 documents
the inspection.® A detailed list of treatments is presented. Much of the list is made
up of standard preventative maintenance type recommendations; several are
structure specific. The report recommend the following:

Henry House — Pest control operator should treat all soil around foundation,
around all supports and around chimney base. Here’s a list of things:

Wood should not touch the ground in any case.

Under supports should be located so they can be treated.

Use treated timbers for new sills.

Siding should never touch the ground on outside of sills.

Use treated siding at bottom of walls if possible (or treat it with PCP).
Run downspouts away from building in all cases.

Roof space around chimney needs flashing.

Remove top two courses of block in basement.

Remove all wood in basement in contact with ground especially around
the window.

. ®. This letter was located in the archived files of former Regional Historical Architect Dr. Paul Goeldner
at the NCRO Headquarters Building, Washington, D.C.
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The letter is marked with a notation indicating that a contractor would do the soil
treatment and the park staff would do all the items on the list. This letter is date
stamped at Manassas NBP August 21, 1978. Attached to the letter is a Termite
Report from the Paramount Termite Company from Woodbridge, VA. It is dated
09/19/1978 and indicates the house was treated and had a warranty valid through
09/30/1983 (5 years). The Certificate No. 1549 is notated that the warranty applies
only to those areas treated.

Former Manassas National Battlefield Park Superintendent R. Brien Varnado was
contacted in Charleston, SC where he was serving as the Assistant Director of the
Museum of the City of Charleston, SC. He verified that work accomplished during
this time period (1977-1980) included minor repair work to the structural framing
systems (no details available) to repair termite damage. Also, that some windows
were repaired, and exterior termite treatment was performed (see previous
description of tasks completed).

During the telephone interview, Mr. Varnado indicated there was an attempt by the
park to convince the National Capital Regional office to allow an exterior “restoration”
to the 1890s’ appearance, but that it was declined. This would have included
replacing the extant 2/2 type wood sash with 6/6 type wood sash and putting shutters
back on the building. Regional Historical Architect Dr. Paul Goeldner and Regional
Historian Mr. Barry Mackintosh would not allow “restoration” to occur due to the lack
of knowledge concerning the building. They preferred a less intrusive approach and
urged preservation and repair as a treatment until an HSR could be completed.
Neither appears to have been accomplished at that time. Mr. Varnado also
mentioned the shed was repaired.

Telephone Interview with R. Brien Varnado, former Superintendent, Manassas NBP
(May 20, 1977 — April 20, 1980) conducted by HPTC Senior Historical Architect Tom

Vitanza on 08/17/01.
1980

e Henry Hill Restoration Plan — This proposal calis for the restoration of Henry
Hill to a condition more closely reflecting its appearance during the first battle
of Manassas in 1861. The Plan called for removal of intrusive vegetation from
certain areas and the replanting of trees historically present elsewhere. It also
recommends the erection of historically appropriate rail fence along 1861
property lines. (Reference Environmental Assessment and Section 106 Effect

Report).

e The Executive Director of the Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
(Virginia State Historic Preservation Officer) concurred on April 4, 1980. The
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation concurred on May 8, 1980. The
National Park Service marked the package “This completes Section 106
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compliance on this project” on May 15, 1980 by “bm” (Barry Mackintosh,
Regional Historian at NCRO prior to 1982).

NOTE: These letters were found in the archived files of former Regional Historical
Architect Dr. Paul Goeldner at the NCRO HQ Building, Cultural Resources Library,
File code L7617 NCR (PHR).

1982

e “Top quality paint job completed by contract on Robinson House, Henry House,
and Dogan House. Manassas Historic Sites Survey by Thomas McGary, Denver
Service Center, completed in December”.

Superintendent’s Annual Report CY 1982, MNBP, dated 04/12/1983. NCRO File
A2621, MANA Annual Reports (Superintendent’s).

1985
e Rebuild exterior ventilation box; replace log floor joists and termite control.
NCRO Compliance File for MANA, 05/ 1985.

1986
e Periodic painting with other park historic buildings.
NCRO Compliance File for MANA, 08 — 10/1986.

e Painting completed on all historic structures in the park.

Superintendent’s Annual Report CY 1986, MNBP. NCRO File A2621, MANA Annual
Reports (Superintendent’s).

1987. Compliance forms could not be located during HSR research.
1988. Compliance forms could not be located during HSR research.
1989. Compliance forms could not be located during HSR research.
1990. Compliance forms could not be located during HSR research.

1991. Compliance forms could not be located during HSR research. The first set
of List of Classified Structures (LCS) photographs were taken by the Chief Historical
Architect, National Capital Region, Rebecca L. Stevens, AlA.
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1992

Exterior painting of the Henry House and the adjoining shed was completed between
07/16/1992 and 07/30/ 1992. The following report, which documents the project, was
located in the referenced park maintenance file.

The Henry House was painted using a mixture of 5 pounds USG brand joint
compound (Non-Asbestos) to one gallon McCormick Exterior white latex paint.
The surface was primed using McCormick exterior latex primer and Benjamin
Moore exterior latex paint.

The surface was prepared by scraping all loose paint from the boards. No
sanding was done to the surface. The South and West sides of the house needed
the most preparation because of the large amount of peeling and flaking paint on
those areas. The North and East sides are the least exposed to those elements
S0 this was expected.

The top half of the west side of the house was primed with the Benjamin

Moore primer. All other areas were primed using the McCormick product.
Most of the boards on the house were in fair shape, with a few cracked and

excessively weathered. These boards were most frequently found on the South

and West sides of the house.
The shed was also scraped and painted in the same manner as the house. All

McCormick products were used. Painting of the Henry House and the adjoining
shed was completed between 7-16-92 and 7-30-92.

NOTE: This formula was apparently developed by NPS Historical Architect Orville
Carroll for the Dogan House restoration project in 1962. It is thought that this formula
was used because photographic evidence of the Henry House shows evidence of
white wash first being applied in the 1930’s — 1940’s.

SECTION 106 Assessment of Effect Form (AEF) Work Descriptions

The following descriptions are taken from the AEF (XXX) forms on-file at the National
Capital Regional Office, Cultural Resources Preservation Services.

The format used for the Assessment of Effect Form reference is as follows: NCR AEF
form Compliance Log Number (AEF#), Park Project Number (PPN), Date of Form,

and Description of Proposed Activity.

e Replace deteriorated siding, corner boards and soffit boards. Scrape, prime and
paint exterior. “Finish coat will be a mixture of waterbased masonry paint and
spackling compound (1:5 ratio). This gives the appearance of whitewash but with
a greatly increased durability”. (Specified by Historical Architect Orville Carroll for

the Dogan House rehabilitation in 1962).

MANA 161-92-23, NCR File H4217 (NCR-PCR), 10/08/1992.
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Chemically treated for termite activity. Treatments to take place during the summer
and fall of 1992. Termite treatment plan developed 10/1992. Equity termiticide
concentrate (chlorpyrifus).

MANA 152-92-20, NCR file H4217 (NCR-PCR), 10/08/1992.

Henry House Work Report

Prepared upon the completion of the tasks approved in the Assessment of Effect
Forms this report documents the condition of the house in August 1992 and repair
work completed at this time. The east side of the house had an active termite colony
(note 5 year warranty period of last noted termite treatment expired in 1983).
Structural damage required removal of 3% of the siding on the east side of the house.
It was also noted that the corner post in the northeast corner was extensively
damaged and needed to be replaced entirely. Various wall studs and studs used to
frame out the window and door openings were replaced. “German siding” was used
to replace the deteriorated siding removed during the investigation.

Upon completion of the work a building inspection was conducted. A task list was
produced based on this inspection. Tasks include:

e All foundation walls need stabilization work done to them.

e Setiling of about 1 inch on the north end of the house.

e Stones in the basement were cracking and splitting, possibly from moisture.
Stones are in need of repointing.

o The fireplace on the second floor had stones that had fallen from inside the
chimney.

e Bricks in the attic chimney have become extremely soft and are turning to

powder.

All the windows need to be scraped and checked for deterioration.

Door and frame on east side of house needs to be rehabilitated.

Face boards and soffit need to be replaced.

Gutters need 1o be replaced.

Henry House Work Report, by Richard K. Maestas, Park Exhibit Specialist
(Restoration), Manassas NBP, September 1992.

See lllustrated Narratives, Chronology of Park Maintenance Projects for project
photographs and documentation, as follows:

o August 1992, East Elevation Wall Framing & Siding Repairs, Part |

e August 1992, East Elevation Framing & Siding Repairs Documentation, Part 1l.
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1994

Window and Door Repair Project— A one page description of proposed window
repair work prepared by Park Maintenance Foreman Christopher Keeney is attached
to the Assessment of Effect Form MANA 431-94-09. It describes the basis of what

will become a multi-year park project.

e The windows, doors and frames have deteriorated enough to affect their integrity.
These components and their associated trim will be removed, repaired and
painted. Where feasible, epoxy will be used, but much of the repair will require
new materials. These will match in shape and size as closely as possible. The
finish coat will consist of a mixture of joint compound and flat white latex paint.

o Replacement materials will match the existing where repairs are required. The
finish coat will consist of a mixture of joint compound and flat white latex paint.
This gives the appearance of whitewash but with a greatly increased durability.
This mixture is similar to the one specified by Orville Carroll (NPS Historical
Architect) for the Dogan House rehabilitation in 1962.

MANA 431-94-09; PPN-94001, NCR file H4217 (NCR-PCR), 10/08/1992.

e The window repair project has been ongoing through 2003. All window units have
been repaired with the exception of units W101, W103, W310. This is based on
records in the park maintenance files and interviews with current park Exhibit
Specialist Richard K. Maestas.

e Basement Wall Repair — Henry House basement walls require repointing. Project
will entail repointing of failed mortar joints and dismantling and relaying of sections
where wall is bulging (approximately 20 percent of wall). Mortar mixture will
match existing mortar in appearance. Mixture will consist of 5 parts sand, 1 part
lime, 1 part Type |l Portland Cement.

MANA 614-95-02; PPN-94021, NCR file H4217 (NCR-PCR), 12/01/1994

1995

o DRAFT Preservation Maintenance Plan, Henry House, Manassas NBP, July 15,
1995, prepared by Stephen Ziegenfuss AlA, Assistant Regional Historical
Architect, National Capital Region, Washington, D.C.

This is a very detailed report patterned after an historic structure report. It was
prepared, “... to provide guidance for park personnel doing preservation work on the
Henry House.” Since for lack of information, “... full restoration of the house is
impossible at this time.” This report, while apparently never finalized due to the
departure of Mr. Ziegenfuss from the National Capital Regional Office, has been used
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by the park maintenance staff to organize and guide the preservation maintenance
that has occurred since this date. The following paragraph is excerpted from that
report: |

The treatment philosophy for this building will be preservation. Every effort will be
made to keep existing conditions and materials. The house will remain a scene-
setting building in the landscape and not open to the public. Repairs and replacement
of materials will be made in kind except where evidence exists to indicate the specific
materials used during 1870 — 1921. This is the period the house was occupied by the

Henry Family.

The report includes the following sections: |. Executive Summary, Il. Background
History, illustrated with park historic photos, and Ill. Work Areas with sub sections as
follows: A. Roof, B. Basement and Foundation Walls, C. Exterior Walls, D. Doors and
Windows, E. Interior Spaces, F. The Shed, and G. The Cemetery. Within each sub
section is a description of the extant conditions, scaled drawings of the features for
some sections, and recommended treatment statements with architectural details
called “Required Work” or “Required Repairs”. Also provided is a line-item estimate
for the recommended treatment statements. The report outlines a comprehensive
approach for the preservation maintenance of the house.

1998

e “Emergency Painting of the (Exterior) of the Henry House - The Henry House
requires immediate chipped paint removal and painting. The chipped lead paint
on the structure will be removed by power washing the structure. The lead chips
will be collected along with the contaminated water and will be treated as
hazardous materials. The house will then be painted utilizing a power sprayer in
order to reduce further paint chipping. The project is necessary in order to
prevent lead paint from contaminating the soil as well as preventing further
deterioration to the structure. The project will also improve the cosmetic

appearance of the structure.”

Comments by the Regional Cultural Resource Specialists include the following
stipulations with their approvals:

o Historical Architect - Recognized as a temporary measure to improve appearance
of the building. The methods of lead abatement (paint removal) and repainting
are far below preservation standards to assure the long-term survival of the Henry
House. Lack of proper wood preparation and repairs to rotted structure and
sheathing means that underlying structure, material, and safety issues are not
being met. A “proper” repair and painting job on the building in 1999 using base

funding.
MANA 789-98-07;, PPN-98008, 09/08/1998

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, April 2003
Part 1. Developmental History

Section B.1. Chronology of Development & Use B.1-283.




Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

e See lllustrated Narrative, Chronology of Park Maintenance Projects.
1999

e Consultation occurred with Architect Peter Dessauer from Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park. Correspondence concerning lead paint removal from exterior of
building and carpentry repairs including doors, windows, siding and framing, and
provides estimates for both contract and day-labor projects.

“Complete Exterior Lead (Paint) Abatement at Henry House — This project entails
removal of deteriorated lead based paint from exterior surfaces of the Henry House.
Currently the paint coats on the house are peeling and flaking off the siding. As
earlier coats are lead-based, this condition presents a hazard to visitor and employee
health [not true]. The lead abatement will (remove) the threat to visitor health and
provide a lead-safe working environment for conducting further exterior repairs.”

“The lead abatement will require wet scraping ali exposed painted exterior surfaces to
bare wood or to intact paint. Following the removal of the deteriorated paint, exterior
surfaces will be primed with one coat of exterior primer, back brushed for sound
adhesion. All lead waste from the project will be collected and removed for disposal.
This project will require the use of lead-trained and licensed personnel.”

MANA 845-00-04;, PPN-99027, 08/10/1999.

Note: Documentation of the analysis of the exterior paint for lead content (at that
time, 1999) has not been located. Lead paint is not a hazard to humans unless it
Is ingested or absorbed through the skin.

2000
e Replace Termite Damaged Wood and Paint Exterior Henry House

This extensive project description includes exterior wall siding, wall sheathing,
structural components of the floor and wall framing, and lead paint removal.

It describes the plans for rehabilitating the Henry House in FY2000 as follows:

Siding will be carefully removed (with the idea of re-using it whenever possible) to
expose the sheathing and structural elements of the walls. If any historic siding is
useable, but has peeling lead paint, the lead paint will be wet scraped to eliminate the
hazard. Sheathing will be removed. It is suspected the existing sheathing is
extensively damaged from termite invasion, and it will likely be discarded in favor of
plywood sheathing when the walls are reassembled. Structural elements of walls
(studs, crossbeams, sills, posts, etc.) will be examined for damage, and will be
repaired or replaced with modern pressure treated lumber. Repair will involve cutting
out bad sections and sistering in good wood for structural integrity. All new wood will
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be dated with wood punches to establish its provenance. Sheathing will be
reinstalled, and siding replaced, using all historic fabric possible. New siding will be
identical to existing historical material, and will be used wherever necessary. Once
the walls are rebuilt, they will be primed and painted with white latex paint. Door
frames and windows have been in the process of rehabilitation, and that will continue

as this project continues.”

Comments by the Regional Cultural Resource Specialists include the following
stipulations with their approvals:

e Archeologist — No ground disturbing activity.

e Historical Architect — Meets approved Programmatic Exclusion Sections 1 and 9
only if siding match size and shape of existing (siding). Plywood substitute for
solid sheathing is acceptable but not a preferred meeting of the standard to
“replace in kind”. Also question use of felt paper — moisture retention properties, if
it absorbs too much moisture it will accelerate deterioration (a building wrap would

be more appropriate technology).
MANA 905-00-09; PPN-00004, 05/23/2000

NOTE; The North End Stabilization Project Report had not yet been completed by
May 2003. The actual work was interrupted in 2001 due to excessively
deteriorated conditions of house structure.

See lllustrated Narratives, Chronology of Park Maintenance Projects for further
information.

e 1999/ 2000 Exterior North Elevation Condition Prior to Treatment Bepairs (Extant
Conditions)

e 1999/ 2000North Elevation Framing & Treatment Repairs/ Project Documentation
(Extant Conditions)

e Qctober 2000, Interior Features, Room 102 Historic Floor Framing System In-Situ
Documentation (Extant Conditions)

e November 2000, Interior Features, Room 102, Historic Floor Framing System
Removed Documentation (extant Conditions).

2001
e |nstallation of termite bait stations at house.

MANA 989-01-10; PPN-01005; 04/ 11/ 2001

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, April 2003
Part 1. Developmental History
Section B.1. Chronology of Development & Use B.1-25.



Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

.  Implement emergency structural stabilization measures at Henry House.
Emergency archeological investigation included. Reference engineering report
and design drawings, Henry House — Condition Report and Temporary
Slabilization Recommendations, by Robert Silman Associates, PLLC, Structural
Engineers, Washington, D.C., April 2001, distributed by HPTC to park and
regional staff and DSC.

MANA 997-01-14; PPN- 01008; 05/ 01/ 2001

o See Chronology of Temporary Emergency Structural Stabilization project.
e First Review Draft Historic Structure Report, 19 June 2001.
e Second Review Draft, Historic Structure Report, 31 August 2001.

HPTC completes field work and research for HSR project.

2002

e Temporary emergency stabilization repairs are carried out and include
replacement of removed wood siding boards with vinyl siding to protect the

historic structural frame and remaining interior finishes from weather penetration
of the exterior envelope.

. 2003

e Final Revised Edition, Historic Structure Report by HPTC.
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SHED

The Shed was built by Mr. A.J. Powell during his occupancy at the house, sometime
between1920 and 1935. This information is learned from the Mr. Fred Ebhard, who
occupied the Henry House during part of the Powell tenancy. He visited the Henry
House in August 2001.

Chronology of Recommended Maintenance Treatments

 Replace cedar shake roof at shed.
12/03/1993; MANA 404 94-06; PPN-93024
e Replace shed door.

MANA 615-95-03.

The shed is extensively chronicled in the draft Cultural Landscape Study of the Henry
Hill area.

End of Section.
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B.1.a. Visual Narrative of Chronology, HSR Figures 1 - 31

This section consists of the historical images of the Henry House presented in
approximate chronological order and numbered as HSR Figures 1 — 31.
Captions give the historical captioned name of the photograph followed by a
contemporary (2001-03) narrative interpretation of the image. Bibliographic and
reference information is also provided in the annotated caption as well as the
location where the image was obtained for this report. This information is placed

In brackets [ ] for easy reference.

List of lllustrations used in HSR:

1. Mrs. Henry’'s House, the Centre of the Battle of Manassas, July 21, 1861.
[Fremaux sketch]

2. Mrs. Henry’s House (Spring Hill Farm) [After Fremaux sketch]

3. Scene from the Battle Field of 21°' July House in Which Mrs. Henry Was Killed
[After Fremaux sketch] Shows Bartow Monument.

4. Ruins of the Mrs. Judith Henry House, First Battle of Bull Run [Matthew Brady
Studio, Winter 1862]

5. Bull Run, Va. Ruins of Mrs. Judith Henry’s House. [George Barnard, March
1862]

6. Henry Hill View Looking North, Soldiers at the Dedication of the Bull Run
Monument, June 10, 1865. [MANA historic photo collection]

7. Dedication of the Bull Run Monument, 5" Penna. Heavy Attillery, June 10,
1865. [MANA historic photo collection]

8. The Main Battle-Ground. — No. 1. View of the Henry House. [Battles & Leaders
of the Civil War, Volume 1, 1884]

9. The New Henry House and the Monument of the First Battle. From a
Photograph taken in 1884. [Battles & Leaders of the Civil War, Volume 1, 1884]

10. New Henry House, Bull Run, VA, c. 1884. [MANA historic photo collection]

11. New Henry House with H.F. Henry on Porch, July 14, 1896. [Albert Kern
Collection, Montgomery County Historical Society, Dayton, Oh.]
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11a. Electronic Enhancement of New Henry House with H.F. Henry on Porch,
July 14, 1896. [Albert Kern Collection, Montgomery County Historical Society,
Dayton, Oh.]

12. Photographic Enhancement of New Henry House with H.F. Henry on Porch,
July 14, 1896. [Albert Kern Collection, Montgomery County Historical Society,
Dayton, Oh.] Photo print of enhanced image provided by MANA.

13. Garden of (New) Henry House — house under trees..., c. 1896. [Albert Kern
Collection, Montgomery County Historical Society, Dayton, Oh.]

14. Henry Farm Notice, c. 1896. [Albert Kern Collection, Montgomery County
Historical Society, Dayton, Oh.]

15. Bull Run, Henry House, 1902 (7). J. Harry Shannon, the Rambler, photo no.
VIII-63, This Was Virginia, 1900-1927... [Fairfax City Regional Library]

15a. Electronic enhancement of No. 15.

16. Postcard. Henry House, Manassas Battle Field, Virginia. — (402), c. 1922-
1935. [Manassas Museum System, McBryde Library & Archives]

17. Henry House, c. late 1880’s, unattributed. [MANA historic photo collection]

18. Henry House, Bull Run Battlefield, Va. C. 1910 - 1930. [Manassas Museum
System, McBryde Library & Archives]

18a. The Famous Henry House on Bull Run Battlefield, American Press
Association photo ¢. 1911 [courtesy of MANA via eBay].

19. Postcard. Henry House, Bull Run Battlefield, Va. Post Sons of the
Confederate Veterans, c. 1922-1940. [Manassas Museum System, McBryde

Library & Archives]

20. Bullet Riddled Tree on the Bull Run Battlefield, Manassas, Va., No. 13513.
[Manassas Museum System, McBryde Library & Archives]

20 Rear. View of Bull Run Patriot's Monument with Henry House (east elevation)
in background, Manassas, Va., c. 1922-1940. [Manassas Museum System,

McBryde Library & Archives]

21. Group of Men on Veranda of Henry House, ¢. 1922 — 1935. [MANA historic
photo collection]
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. 22. House with “Museum of the Henry House” sign attached, c. 1931. [MANA
historic photo collection]

23. Mr. Adoniram Judson Powell, Caretaker for the Sons of Confederate
Veterans posed in front of the south west corner of the Henry House, c¢. 1935 —
1942. [Courtesy of the Fred Ebhardt Family, Manassas, Va.]

24. Mr. Fred Ebhardt with Daughter Valendia at NW corner of House, Spring
1942. [Courtesy of the Fred Ebhardt Family, Manassas, Va.]

25. SW Overview of Henry House, prior to NPS ownership. [Courtesy of the
Fred Ebhardt Family, Manassas, Va.]

26. SW Overview of Henry House, by Walter H. Sheffield, 04/10/1940. [NPS
Historic Photograph Collection, Harpers Ferry Center, MANA park file]

27. The Henry House and Yard. The Monument to the Right of House Erected
by Union Soldiers in 1865 after the Surrender at Appomatiox, by George
Alexander Grant, April 25, 1942. [NPS Historic Photograph Collection, Harpers
Ferry Center, MANA park file # 6]

28. Monument in the Henry House Yard, built by Union Soldiers in 1865... by
George Alexander Grant, April 25, 1942. [NPS Historic Photograph Collection,
. Harpers Ferry Center, MANA park file # 7]

29. Overview of Henry House, South & East Elevations. Attributed to Mr. Abbie
Rowe, February 1949. [NPS Historic Photograph Collection, Harpers Ferry
Center, MANA park file # 429, negative # 1043 - V]

30. Similar to No. 29, Different view. Attributed to Mr. Abbie Rowe, February
1949. [NPS Historic Photograph Collection, Harpers Ferry Center, MANA park
file # 430, negative # 1043 - V]

30a. Electronic enhancement of negative 430.

31. Overview of Henry House and Yard, January 1956. [MANA historic photo
collection, “Henry House, 1940 to Present” folder, unattributed.
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Ebhardt Family Photographs

This collection of six (6) images was given to the National Park Service in 2001
by Valendia Ebhardt Bohon, daughter of Mr. Fred Ebhardt. They show the Henry
House as a backdrop to family photographs taken in the spring of 1942 after the
birth of Valendia in November 1941. They are important because they show the
house several years after its new siding had been installed and various other
improvements made by the Sons of Confederate Veterans.

Revised captions to these photos were provided by Mrs. Bohon in June 2003.

END of SECTION.
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Figure 1. Mrs. Henry's House, the Centre of the Battle of Manassas, July 21, 1861. Sketch by Leon Fremaux, (signature
in lower right corner) 8" LA Infantry Volunteers, c. 1861. (Mrs. W.C. Nelson Collection) “Henry House Fremaux Sketch”
folder, historic photo collection, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.
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Figure 2. Mrs. Henry's House (Spring Hill Farm). Unattributed, after Fremaux Sketch, earliest known use is in
The 5" Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, Boston, 1911, pg. 74. "Henry House Fremaux Sketch”
folder, historic photo collection, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.
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Figure 3. Scene from the Battle Field of 21 July, House in Which Mrs. Henry Was Killed (Spring Hill Farm).
Unattributed, after Fremaux sketch. “Henry House Fremaux Sketch” folder, historic photo collection, Manassas
National Battlefield Park library.
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Figure 4. Ruins of the Mrs. Judith Henry House, First Battle of Bull Run. Photo by Matthew Brady Studio, attributed
to David B. Woodbury, Washington, D.C., circa Winter 1862. Originated at U.S. War Department, U.S. Army, Office
of the Chief Signal Officer. National Archives Still Picture Branch control number NWDNS-111-B-1575. Also found
in Henry House historic photo collection, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.
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Figure 5. Bull Run, Va. Ruins of Mrs. Judith Henry’s House. Photo by George N. Barnard (1819-1902,
photographer), March 1862. Library of Congress call number LC-B811-0320. Also found in Henry House
historic photo collection, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.




Figure 6. Henry Hill View Looking North. Soldiers at the dedication of the Bull Run Monument, June 10, 1865. Copyright
1911, Patriot Pub. Co.

Troops identified as the 5" PA Heavy Attillery. See Miller, Vol. IX, pg. 263. “Note total absence of the Henry House. It
would appear to the left of the monument”, handwritten on reverse of photo print, DPK, 09/17/1978. “Henry Hill
Monument Dedication”, historic photo collection, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.




Figure 7. Dedication of the Bull Run Monument. 5" Penna. Heavy Artillery, June 10, 1865.

“Henry Hill Monument Dedication”, historic photo collection, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.




"k 1 L
\L. |1|' l}’ gL III'I' J it e d-na'

SN lﬂ‘*gnw

H sl | nq

Figure 8. “The Main Battle-Ground. — No. I.” View of the Henry House, looking west from the spot where General
Bee fell. The Bull Run Mountains and Thoroughfare Gap appear in the distance. The Sudley Road, a few rods
beyond the house, under the hill, runs parallel with the fence rail (in the middle ground on the left). Just within the
rail fence is where Griffin’'s and Rickett’s batteries were planted. Near the house stands the Union Monument,
commemorating the battle”.

Caption from The First Battle of Bull Run. Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, Volume I. The Century Company,
New York, 1884, page 210. “Henry House Historic Photo Collection”, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.

Note: Image depicts the south east corner of the Henry House. Chimney is not accurately positioned. Opening
shown in south gable end are good representation of actual openings. Building seems to have been shortened to
one and half stories from its actual two story height.
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Figure 9. “The New Henry House and the Monument of the First Battle. From a Photograph Taken In 1884".

Caption taken from Incidents of the First Bull Run, by John D. Imboden, Brigadier-General, C. S. A. Battles and
Leaders of the Civil War, Volume I. The Century Company, New York, 1884, page 229. “Henry House Historic
Photo Collection”, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.

This is a very accurate depiction of the Henry House in the mid 1880's. Compare to Figure 10, or 12; photograph
taken in 1896 by Albert Kern.




Figure 10. New Henry House, Bull Run, VA. Unattributed, date unknown, c. 1884. “Henry House II", historic
Photo collection, Manassas National Battiefield Park library.
Note the Bull Run Monument off to the south of the house and the shed to the north.



Figure 11. New Henry House with H.(ugh) F.(auntleroy) Henry (Sr.) on porch. Photographically enlarged view of Albert
Kern's 1896 photo. Caption and dated by Albert Kern, July 14, 1896.

Albert Kern Collection No. 04, Montgomery County Historical Society (MCHS) Dayton, Ohio.




Figure 11a. New Henry House, H.(ugh) F.(auntleroy) Henry on porch, July 14, 1896. Caption by Albert Kern.

Albert Kern Collection, Neg. # 4, Montgomery County Historical Society, Dayton, Ohio.

Electronic enlargement and sharpening by HPTC from Kern digital file.




Figure 12. New Henry House, H.(ugh) F.(auntleroy) Henry on porch, July 14, 1896. Caption
by Albert Kern. Albert Kern Collection, Neg # 4 detail, Montgomery County Historical Society
(MCHS), Dayton, Ohio.

Photograph enlarged by Manassas National Battlefield Park from duplicate original print
negative obtained from MCHS.



Ly ol
4 T 4

Figure 13. Garden of (New) Henry House - House under trees, battle monument at edge of trees.

Caption by Albert Kern, no date. Neg # 76, Albert Kern Collection, Montgomery County Historical Society, Dayton, Ohio.
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oy cments of the contending Armies, in
the Battles of'the Z2ist of July, 186G, and
e @sih, 29thand30thof Augus, 1962
there will be an additional charge of

ifty Cents.
i F. HENRY, Sr. .
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. Figure 14. Henry Farm Notice. Caption by Albert Kern, undated, neg. # 71.
Albert Kern Collection, Montgomery County Historical Society, Dayton, Ohio.



Figure 15. Bull Run, Henry House, 1902(?). By J. Harry Shannon, “The Rambler” (1869-1928) photographer.
Photo No. VIII-63, This Was Virginia, 1900-1927: As Shown by the Glass Plate Negatives of J. Harry Shannon, the
Rambler by Connie Pendleton Stuntz, Hallmark Publishing Company, Inc., Glouchester Point, VA, 1998. Print made from
negative loaned by Fairfax City Regional Library, Curator Brien Connelly, Virginia Room.

NOTE: Shannon’s date of 1902 is in question as Mr. Hugh Henry (d. 1898) is seen in the right foreground of the image.
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Figure 15a. Electronic (non-photographic) enlargement of Shannon photograph showing additional detail.
Note: shutters are no longer hanging at windows on south elevation.



(402

Barrue Tinrn, VinGiNIA,

Hexry ITorse, MANANEBAS

Figure 16. Postcard. Henry House, Manassas Battle Field, Virginia — (402).
View of south and west elevations with original gable porch at SW corner. Architecturally places image prior to
modification of house by Sons of Confederate Veterans (1922-1935).

Reverse side information includes, “Printed and published by J.P. Bell Company, Lynchburg, VA". Hand tinted undated
postcard loaned from Historic Postcard Collection, Manassas Museum System, McBryde Library and Archives,
Manassas, VA.
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Figure 17. Henry House. Unattributed, date unknown, c. late 1880's, partial enlargement of house photo.
“Henry House |I”, historic photo collection, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.

Note backlit figure in doorway — indication of door at opposite end of hallway, no internal walls to block light from
passing through to front; suggests original architectural plan and doorway positions.
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Henry House. Bull Run Battlefield, Va.

Figure 18. Postcard. Henry House. Bull Run Battlefield, Va. View of west elevation of house with original gable porch.
Reverse side information includes, “Published by Dowell's Pharmacy (Manassas Rexall Drugstore) Manassas, Va.”
(Note that Dowell's Pharmacy was in business c. 1910 — 1930, [Mr. Dave Purschwitz, Curator at Manassas Museum].)
Postcard loaned from Historic Postcard Collection, Manassas Museum System,

McBryde Library and Archives, Manassas, VA.




Figure 18a. The Famous Henry House on Bull Run Battlefield around which most of the fighting took place July 21, 1861
(sic). The caption was provided on eBay listing by Charlie Snyder. Captioned by The American Press Association, July
16, 1911, fiftieth anniversary year of the First Battle of Manassas. This rare view from the rear shows both the south gable
end and the east elevation in view. Note the west gable porch is still in-situ at SW corner of house.



HENRY HOUSE, BULL RUN BATTLEFIELD, VA

Figure 19. Postcard. Henry House Bull Run Battlefield, VA. Later view of house with original SW corner gable porch
removed and new entry platform (post Sons of Confederate Veterans ownership — 1922/ 1940) on south elevation now in
place. Note new door cut into south elevation — partially obscured by right hand tree. One and a half story shed seen in
background to north of house. Reverse side of card information includes “Eagle Quality — The Eagle Post Card View
Company, New York". Postcard loaned from Historic Postcard Collection, Manassas Museum System, McBryde Library
and Archives, Manassas, VA.
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Figure 20 Rear. View of east elevation of Henry House with Bull Run Monument in foreground.
Courtesy Manassas Museum, Historic Photograph Collection.

This is an unusual photographic perspective. Of primary architectural interest is the view of the door at the lower left
corner of the house. This original opening was later changed to a window, most likely by the NPS once occupied by a
Caretaker as early as 1942 or as late as 1949. White edge of sign along left edge of building SE corner — may be edge of
Museum of the Henry House sign, directly associated with the Sons of Confederate Veterans ownership and use of the
building between 1922 and 1940.




BULLET RIDDLED TREE ON THE BULL
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Figure 20. Postcard. Bullet Riddled Tree on the Bull Run Battlefield, Manassas, Virginia. No. 13513.
Reverse side information includes, “Silver Craft — Made by Dexter Press, Pearl River, New York”. Postcard loaned from
Historic Postcard Collection, Manassas Museum System, McBryde Library and Archives, Manassas, VA. Also found in
Henry House Historic Photo Collection, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.

Photo taken between 1922 and mid 1930’s; note original siding in-situ (vertical nail pattern), siding was replaced in 1930's
according to former occupant (Fred Ebhardt, personal communication, 2001).
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Figure 21. “Group of Men on Veranda of Henry House”". “Museum of the Henry House” sign hangs above their
heads on south elevation. Good detail of veranda railing and pickets. Group from left to right: Corporal Tanner,
Judge Howry, Mr. Chumbley, Mr. Sherier, and Major Ewing. Photo by R. (or K.) W. Hundley.

Henry House |l photos, Manassas National Battlefield Park library, undated (c.1922 — 1935).
Date established between purchases of house by Sons of Confederate Veterans (1922)
and the replacement of the original siding (mid-1930’s). Original period of construction
exterior siding boards are observed in-situ in this photo.



Figure 22. View of Henry House with “Museum of the Henry House" sign on the south elevation. Bullet riddled tree still
standing, base now encased in concrete box foundation. Other interpretive signage visible off south end of building.
Caption indicates, “The present House, shown herewith from a photograph made in 1931... The picture of the old house
was loaned by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Henry, who lived here for many years”. Stonewall Jackson’s Way, by John W.
Wayland, 2™ revised edition, Morningside Press, Dayton, Ohio, 1984, page 45.

Date is fairly accurate based on condition of original siding. Photo dated between SCV purchase of house (1922) and
replacement of original siding (mid-1930’s).
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Figure 23. Mr. Adoniram Judson Powell, Caretaker for The Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV),
posed in front of south west corner of Henry House, ¢.1935 - 1942, during the Museum of the Henry
House era. [Courtesy of the Fred Ebhardt Family, Manassas, Va., 2001]

Note that house is seen with german coved horizontal siding. An interview with the Ebhardt family
indicates new siding was installed “sometime in the 1930's”. Mr. Powell lived at the Henry House from
approximately 1929/1930 until he died in 1942.

“Mr. A. J. Powell (who has been the caretaker here for a number of years) is the son of William Powell,

who was with General Mosby when he raided the Old Rectory at Fairfax, VA, and took General
Stoughton prisoner.” [MANA Report].



Figure 24. Extreme NW corner of Henry House seen in this Ebhardt Family photo taken circa 1935 -
1942. Seen in this photo is Fred Ebhardt holding his daughter Valendia (married name, Bohon) born
November 1941.

Courtesy of the Fred Ebhardt Family, Manassas, Va.
Photo is from same time period as 23. Exterior siding on house appears to be similar in weathering

exposure. Details at the cornerboard indicate that german style coved boards are used to cover the
exterior of the house at this time.



Figure 25. Overview of Henry House SW corner, new shed and monument in background. Bullet ridden tree seen in
horizontal position propped up on cement pier previously used as support. South gable “veranda” entry platform in place
without railing, “Museum of the Henry House” sign has been removed. Courtesy of the Fred Ebhardt Family, Manassas,

Va., circa 1935 — 1942 (prior to NPS ownership).
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Figure 26. Overview of Henry House SW corner with person sitting on south gable veranda platform.

Very similar to Figure 25, fence gate is in disrepair compared to Fig. 25 and platform skirting boards are in not as good
condition. Photo attributed to Walter H. Sheffield, dated 04/10/1940. Located in NPS, Harpers Ferry Center Historic
Photograph Collection, MANA park file, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. “Henry House 1940 — Present”, historic photo
collection, Manassas National Battlefield Park library.



after the Surrender at Appomattox”. Original caption and photo attributed to George Alexander Grant, NPS Chief
Photographer (1929-1954). Photo dated April 25, 1942. Located in NPS, Harpers Ferry Center Historic Photograph
Collection, MANA park file #6, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. MANA park file, “Henry House 1940 — Present”, historic
photo collection, park library.

Overview of Henry House and Yard. SE corner, full view of shed and Bull Run Monument. South gable screen door is
hanging open, south gable veranda platform intact. Clearly visible on east elevation is east cross hallway door with large
6 light transom. Also, large interpretive sign appears along roadside. Other features in the yard include the kitchen water
pump head and a few chairs and benches. Bull Run Monument is in disrepair. A tall wood flagpole is visible near the

|
Figure 27. “The Henry House and Yard. The Monument to the right of the House was Erected by Union Soldiers in 1865
family cemetery that is enclosed with an iron fence.



Figure 28. “Monument in the Henry House Yard, Built by Union Soldiers in 1865, After the Surrender at Appomattox”.
Original caption and photo attributed to George Alexander Grant, NPS Chief Photographer (1929-1954). Photo dated
April 25, 1942. Located in NPS, Harpers Ferry Center, Historic Photograph Collection, MANA park file #7,
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.

The highlight of this photo is the view of the original kitchen door (D101) in situ. It is clearly visible at the NE corner of the

east elevation and is a typical 4 panel door used elsewhere at the Henry House; it appears very similar to the original west

elevation door, D106. This door is no longer extant. A gutter and a downspout elbow are also visible at the roofline along
the east elevation. Windows W101 and 210 are also clearly visible.




Figure 29. Overview of Henry House, South and East Elevations. Attributed to NPS National Capital Region Chief
Photographer (1932-1967) Mr. Abbie Rowe, dated February 1949. Located in NPS, Harpers Ferry Center Historic
Photograph Collection, MANA file, negative # 429, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. MANA park file, “Henry House, 1940 —
Present” folder, Park Negative # (1043-V) historic photo collection, park library.

Good overview of east and south elevations, house appears in very good condition, freshly painted white. South gable
screen door repaired and in place. Wood rail fence lines north side of unpaved road to the south of the house. A row of
low fence pole bollards lines the south side of the road. Two wooden interpretive signs are seen, one along the roadside
south of the fence and the other in the background beyond the fence line.



Figure 30. Overview of Henry House, East Elevation and Yard with Bull Run Monument. Attributed to NPS National
Capital Region Chief Photographer (1932-1967) Mr. Abbie Rowe, dated February 1949. Located in NPS, Harpers Ferry
Center Historic Photograph Collection, MANA file, negative # 430, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. MANA park file, “Henry
House, 1940 — Present” folder, Park Negative # (1043-?) historic photo collection, park library.

Very clear view on east elevation of east cross hallway 4 panel wood door with large 6 light transom. It is not clear if the
transom is part of the door (which is normal height) or fixed as part of the wall. If the transom is fixed the door would be a
3 scale door as the door opening matches other full height doors. Also clearly seen in this view is the old kitchen door
still in situ. House appears in very good condition with exterior storm windows on the second floor windows, both
elevations. This view taken more from the southeast includes the Bull Run Monument that is observed in disrepair.



Figure 30a. Electronic (non-photographic) enlargement of HFC HPC MANA 430 (Figure 30). The east
cross hallway door with a large 6 light transom window (possibly actually a window sash given its
proportion) is seen in this rare rear view of the house. This door was later removed and converted to a
window (W103) as labeled on the drawings associated with the HSR.

This alteration of the building may be directly related to the installation of the bathroom (R104)
precisely at this location on the interior. The bathroom was most likely installed by the NPS during the
inhabitation of the NPS Caretaker Mr. Leonard and his wife. The same door is seen in Figure 27 which

is dated 1942.
That seems within the timeline as it is known today although it could be as late as 1949 based on
other NPS records.



Figure 31. Overview of Henry House and Yard. Taken from Polaroid photograph dated January 1956. MANA park file,
“Henry House, 1940 — Present” folder, historic photo collection, park library, unknown photographer.

House seen in good repair with white rail fence running along north side of road. Cast iron interpretive tablet seen located
to south of fence line. Tablet is titled “Battle of First Manassas, The Henry House — July 21, 1861". Tablet is detailed in
an addition Polaroid photo also dated Jan. 1956 in the same file.



Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Figure 1. View of the Henry House dating towards the end of the Powell/ Ebhardt
caretaker occupancy. The house has been resided, so it is post mid 1930’s but
probably before 1942 when the family moved out. The wire fence along the dirt

road places this photo prior to NPS ownership, as NPS installed at white rail
fence in its place. The gate was constructed and installed by Mr. Powell. Note the
“bullet-riddled tree” now in horizontal position and supported by concrete pier.
Tree can be used as dating tool if chronology of its placement can be
determined.

[This caption incorporates comments provided by Mrs. Valendia Ebhardt Bohon,
June 2003].

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, May 2003
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Figure 2. Pauline Ebhardt with her daughter Valendia Ebhardt (Bohon) as an
infant near the northwest corner of the Henry House. Note the cellar ventilation
frame in-situ, to the right of Pauline. Also note structure was still furnished (chair
backs seen in kitchen window). The shadow lines at the NW corner board
indicate the coved replacement exterior siding has been installed. This photo is
circa 1941-2, the year of birth for Valendia. The family was still living in the house
at this time. Valendia was born on Nov. 20, 1941. Valendia was born on the
Collin's farm, now part of the parklands.

[This caption incorporates comments provided by Mrs. Valendia Ebhardt Bohon,
June 2003].

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, May 2003
Part |, Developmental History
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park
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Figure 3. West elevation of Henry House with mid 1930’s replacement siding in-
situ. Group photo of Ebhardt relatives who lived at the house includes “Ressie”
(rear left), Raymond, older brother of Fred Ebhardt — Henry House occupant
caretaker (rear right), Raedelle (front left) and Eunice Olive (born in the Henry
House in September 1935) (front right). Eunice moved from the Henry House to
her family home in 1937 but returned in 1940 to live with and care for Mr. Powell.

[This caption incorporates comments provided by Mrs. Valendia Ebhardt Bohon,
June 2003].

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, May 2003
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park
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Figure 4. Fred Ebhardt, older brother of Raymond Ebhardt, holding daughter
Valendia, shortly after her birth in November, 1941. Photo at northwest corner of
Henry House with new shed in background.

[This caption incorporates comments provided by Mrs. Valendia Ebhardt Bohon,
June 2003].

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, May 2003
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Figure 5. Mrs. Katherine Reeves Powell. Lived at Henry House with Mr. Powell.
Preceded him in death.

Note that west elevation of the Henry House is seen in the background. The
original flat board siding has been removed and new coved “german style” siding
installed. It appears the house has been whitewashed at least once by this time
(c. 1935 - 1942), during the Museum of the Henry House era.

[This caption incorporates comments provided by Mrs. Valendia Ebhardt Bohon,
June 2003].
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park
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Figure 6. Mr. Adoniram Judson Powell, died September 19, 1942,
Caretaker at the Henry House, Seated near southwest corner of the house.
House has been resided. Note also that “Bullet riddled tree” is not seen, but the
concrete pier that held it up is seen to left of Mr. Henry. Photos with tree (#1 in
this series, precede photos with tree removed?.

[This caption incorporates comments provided by Mrs. Valendia Ebhardt Bohon,
June 2003].

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, May 2003
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

B.2. Chronology of Recent NPS Maintenance Projects

Introduction to lllustrated Narratives: The use of the photographic narrative in the
historic structure report can serve many purposes. In this particular instance
there are two primary reasons. The first is to document physical work that has
changed the integrity and structure of the framework of the house, the second is
to provide graphic illustration of the condition of the structure at various points in
time. Most of the photographic documentation has been generously provided by
Manassas National Battlefield Park Maintenance Staff, copies of which are
located in the park maintenance files. One group has been provided by the
National Capital Regional, Office of the Chief Historical Architect.

These photo narratives fall into two time periods; 1992 and 1999/ 2000. In the
first period of time repairs are being made to the east elevation of the building.
This was documented both by the park and by the regional office. The Park
Exhibits Specialist, Richard K. Maestas, prepared a report, Henry House Work
Report, September 1992. In this report, Mr. Maestas discusses the extent of the
termite damage in the east wall and efforts made to correct the condition. The
two narratives dated August 1992 contain photographs from the work mentioned

in the report.

A preservation maintenance plan was put together by the Assistant Regional
Historical Architect (see reference to 1995 Henry House Preservation
Maintenance Plan, by Stephen Ziegenfuss AlA, National Capital Regional Office,
Washington, D.C.). This report was prepared at the request of park management
to provide guidance for the preservation maintenance repair work the park was
doing at this time, plus much more. It was, however, not completely carried out.
The architectural drawings that are mentioned in the report as being attached are
not provided. Research indicates that Mr. Ziegenfuss transferred out of his work
position at the regional office at about this time and apparently before the

drawings were completed.

Additional repairs to the wood frame of the building were again required in 1999/
2000 due to extensive termite damage during the intervening years, and, it
seems, lack of preventative maintenance measures to deal with the constant
influx of termites and the poor drainage situation. Consequently the historic
building continued to deteriorated at an accelerated pace and many historic

features were lost.

The following lllustrated Narratives are included as part of the chronology section
of this report that documents the NPS maintenance projects from the 1990’s.

August 1992 East Elevation Wall Framing & Siding Repairs, Part |, provided from
park internal building maintenance files, Office of the Chief of Maintenance, Park

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, May 2003
Part 1. Developmental History
Section B.2. Chronology of Development & Use B.2. - 1.
Recent NPS Maintenance Projects



Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Exhibit Specialist, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Manassas, VA. (10
pages).

August 1992 East Elevation Framing & Siding Repairs Documentation, Part 1,

provided from the internal park files of the Chief Historical Architect, National
Capital Region, Washington, D.C. (6 pages).

1999/ 2000 Exterior North Elevation Condition Prior to Treatment Repairs (Extant

Conditions), provided from park internal building maintenance files, Office of the
Chief of Maintenance, Park Exhibit Specialist, Manassas National Battlefield
Park, Manassas, VA. (6 pages)

1999/ 2000 North Elevation Framing Treatment Repairs / Project Documentation,
(Extant Conditions), provided from park internal building maintenance files, Park
Chief of Maintenance, Park Exhibit Specialist, Manassas National Battlefield

Park, Manassas, VA. (6 pages)

2000, Interior Features, Room 102 Historic Floor Framing System In-Situ
Documentation, provided from park internal building maintenance files, Park
Chief of Maintenance, Park Exhibit Specialist, Manassas National Battlefield
Park, Manassas, VA. (9 pages)

2000, Interior Features, Room 102 Historic Floor Framing System Removed /
Documentation, provided from park internal building maintenance files, Park
Chief of Maintenance, Park Exhibit Specialist, Manassas National Battlefield

Park, Manassas, VA. (1 page)

Preservation and repair of windows has also been ongoing over the past few
years. Work has been carried out by the Park Exhibits Specialist and
Maintenance employees. Documentation of this work will be found in the
Maintenance files at the park and in the condition assessment section of this

report.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, May 2003
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Note: Many of the photographs have been labeled using a compass coordinate
system. To help with this nomenclature the following sketch is inserted for the
reader’s reference. This quadrant map is applied to the house at this large scale

and to individual rooms at a smaller scale.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, May 2003
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park
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East Elevation @ NE Corner Post and D101
Removal of Extant Exterior Siding.

91

HEWRY fma.rf

D101 @ East Elevation, Siding Removed to Reveal Severely Deteriorated
NE Corner Post.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, April 2003

Part |, Developmental History
1992 East Elevation Wall Framing & Siding Repairs

B.2. - 4.
Photographs by Manassas NBP Maintenance Staff



Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

HENRY Meuse
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W102, SE portion of south wall, deteriorated sill plate and structural wall frame
components exposed.

W102 at South Block, note lath and plaster revealed at interior surface of wall and
. deteriorated vertical structural element at window frame.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, April 2003
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Heney 9122/

Mid section @ east elevation where south and north block of building come together.
Plaster & lath at south block (left) and interior board wood siding at north block (right).

Double posts at center (to Ieft of yellow scaffoid brace} |nd|cates the point of
juncture between the south and north blocks; each block structure exhibits a different
method of construction.
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

W201 & NE corner reveal braced frame construction and balloon frame at north block.

Sill Plate with Termite Damage prior to Replacement. Note Sill Plate Sections Butted
. Together and exterior siding installed over sub sheathing boards. Lath & plaster
interior denotes south block construction.
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park
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East Elevation Sill Plate with Termite Damage Prior to Repair
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park
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W101 @ North Block exposed window
frame and subsheathing revealed after
removal of exterior wall covering.

W102 with W201 above at North Block construction.
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

M - Hocst.
1992 HENRY

Deterioration of sill plate at corner post visible.
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Henry House Manassas National Batilefield Park

1952 HEHII-T

NE Corner Post Termite Damage Revealed.

922/12

W101 & D101, Replacement SW Comner Post (Hewn from Telephone Pole), Sill Plate
Sections and Other Wall Studs Are Seen Replaced.
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Hee 7/3 2”2

NE Corner Post replaced.
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Figure 1. Siding and sheathing boards being removed to investigate extent of termite
damage to the wall framing system at the NE corner (north block).

Figure 2. Siding and sheathing boards removed to investigate extent of termite
damage to sill plate and wall framing system at NE corner (north block). This photo
also documents repairs that have been made to the wall framing — modern
dimensional lumber is seen in the wall cavity at the base of the vertical framing
members to provide additional support to the wall framing surface in lieu of replacing
historic framing members.
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Henry House

Manassas National Battlefield Park

N
Figure 3. Documentation of e

xtent of removal of exterior siding to investigate
condition of wall structure and range of termite damage.

Figure 4. Removal of siding and sheathing boards continues to reveal extent of termite
damage to house framing system. Adjacent double corner posts (arrow) are exposed

(lower far right) at junction of south (L) and north (R) blocks of house.
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Figure 5. Detail photo documenting two outside corner posts at middle of current east
elevation marking addition of north block to south block of house. Left post is first
period of construction (south block); right post is from second period of construction
(north block).
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Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

Figure 6. This view of the east wall construction reveals the use of a building paper
(at arrow) between the exterior “German Style” shiplap weatherboard siding and the
tongue & groove sheathing boards. Overlap pattern of siding boards dates to
installation c. 1930's when it was installed to replace the 19" century non-tapered
lapped weatherboard siding. Lath and plaster visible at interior of south block. North
block is to right of scaffold brace in foreground.
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Figure 7. View of upper section of NE (north block) corner reveals diagonal corner
post as part of braced frame construction method. Brace is notched (mortise & tenon)
into corner post and top of wall frame. Note exposed lath and plaster marks historic
interior wall surface.

—_—

Figure 8. The horizontal ribbon board used to support the second floor joists is clearly
visible in this view (arrow). This method of construction helps date the house frame
and provides information about the sequence of construction. The ribbon board
(riband) is attached to the continuous vertical framing members and the floor joists are
notched over it and face nailed to the vertical framing member.
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Figure 9. This view of a vertical wall post also shows the installation of a
supplemental framing member (arrow) to help support the historic framing member.
This is a non-destructive method of structural preservation and is recommended by

the National Park Service. It is not known what condition these members are in at the
time of this report (04/2003).
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Figure 1. North Elevation prior to 1999/ 2000 repair project.

Figure 2. Detail exterior “German Style” ship-lap weatherboard siding, prior to 1999/
2000 north elevation repair project. 05/31/99
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Figure 3. East Elevation prior to 1999/ 2000 repair project.

Figure 4. West Elevation at beginning of 1999/ 2000 repair project. 09/11/2000
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North wall. Sheathing exposed 7-17-00

Figure 5. North Elevation with T&G sheathing boards exposed after exterior siding has
been removed. 07/11/00

Original sheathing northeast section of north wall

Figure 6. North Elevation at NE corner — wall sheathing exposed after exterior siding
has been removed.
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Figure 7. North Elevation Gable End with Exterior Siding and Sheathing Boards
Removed. 07/26/2000

Figure 8. North Elevation Gable End timber frame exposed after removal of exterior
siding and wall sheathing boards. 07/25/2000
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Figure 9. North Elevation Gable End, vertical stud and horizontal wall plate exposed.
. Attic floor planking and top wall plate seen above wall lath with plaster keys exposed.
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Figure 10 Northwest corner of building with north sill plate exposed \mth damage.
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Figure 12. North Elevation Gable End framing exposed, note attic floor planking and

top of wall plate over ceiling lath. 05/06/1999
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Figure 2. North Elevation Gable End — Pressure Treated framing Members in place to
supplement insitu historic framing components. 08/30/2000
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MNorth Wall, treated timbers in place

, A

Figure 4. Boracare treatment of structural framing members at north elevation gable
- end. 08/30/2000.
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Boracare treatment ol structural timber uprights

Figure 5. Boracare treatment (spray application) of structural framing members at
north elevation gable end. 08/30/2000.

Figure 6. View of NE corner of building showing damage to original sill plate and
vertical framing members. 08/16/2000.
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Figure 7. Repairs made to original sill of north elevation gable end at NW corner. Note
corner post is not seen in this view. 08/03/2000

Figure 8. North Elevation Gable End replacement sill installed. 08/23/2000
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installaticon of sheathing

Figure 9. Installation of % inch CDX plywood wall sheathing at north elevation gable
end over new pressure treated wall framing system and sill plates. 08/16/2000

Sheathing with falt paper North

Figure 10. North Elevation Gable End — 3 inch CDX plywood sheathing installed over
new pressure treated wall framing members, felt paper installed over plywood.
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Figure 11. New exterior siding being installed over felt paper underlayment over 3%
inch CDX plywood wall sheathing. 09/11/2000

Figure 12. Installation of third generation replacement exterior siding at north elevation
gable end almost completed, 09/12/2000.
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Figure 1. Northwest Corner (Internal caption by Rick Maestas).

Figure 2. West Wall at WNW Quad (Internal caption by Rick Maestas).
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Figure 4. NE Corner (Internal caption by Rick Maestas).
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Figure 5. East Wall Near Center, note split in sill plate between joists.

Figure 6. East Wall Near Center, further north, showing empty joist pocket.
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Figure 8. NNW Quad with Fireplace Hearth Framing.
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Figure 10. North Wall with Fireplace and Hearth Framing at center.
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Figure 11. NE Corner showing D102 open into Room 101 (Kitchen).

Figure 12. NE Corner with D102 open into Room 101 (Kitchen).
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Figure 13. ESE Quad and SE Corner with crack.

Figure 14. SSE Quad and SE Corner with crack.
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Figure 16. SSE Quad with Joist Bridging at D103.
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Figure 17. SSW and WSW Quad with Overview of SW Corner, D103 open into Room
102.

Figure 18. WSW Quad, north of SW corner, view of west wall sill plate and joists.
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| ESE / SSE Quads — SE Corner | SSW / WSW Quads — SW Corner |

it

| WNW / NNW Quads — NW Corner NNE / ENE Ouacz.l's -
|

NE Corner

Blank. \
Photos dated 11/01/2000. '

‘ West Wall Interior @ W104
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B.3. Chronology for Temporary Emergency Structural Stabilization

This chronology will serve to highlight the evolution of the task that became more
critical than the HSR itself, the structural evaluation of the building and the design
and construction of a temporary emergency structural stabilization system. It
became apparent that if the building was going to survive the duration of the HSR
and the NPS/ DSC design and construction processes (forecasted to be a 4 year
duration), and their incumbent impacts, than something structural needed to be

done, and quickly.

During the initial field investigation of the structure by HPTC in February 2002 it
was reported that structural cracking was noticed in the corners of the walls of
the central ground floor room in the house, now called Room 102. This room is
the primary historical room in the building because of its historical use and
associations with the Henry family, HF Henry and the SCV. It was also noted that
all of the floor joists had been previously removed and the exterior east and west
walls had noticeable outward bulges at their mid spans.

The conditions were verified and crack monitors installed in two locations in RM
102 -~ on the most significant wall cracks in diagonally opposing corners, in early
March. Immediate results could not be expected from the crack monitors but
visual observation of the building structure and mapping of the cracks indicated
that significant shifting had taken place after the removal of the fioor joists. Most
likely this initial movement created the fresh wall cracks and the building became
comfortable in its new sagged position. Progressive movement of the wall cracks
did not occur over the eight month period they were monitored. Recent checking
(May 2003) of the crack monitors indicates that some additional movement has

occurred since March 2001.

It was decided at this time by the NPS staff involved in the project that a
structural engineer better have a look. Using already-in-place contracts made
available by the National Capital Region Chief Historical Architect and Regional
Contracting Office, and a scope of work provided by HPTC Senior Historical
Architect, the firm of Robert Silman Associates (RSA), PLLC, Structural
Engineers, Washington, D.C., were brought into the project. Within a week a
preliminary evaluation had been made and concurrence received that “something
had to be done”. While it appeared the building was temporarily stable the
unsupported structure was likely to move again at any time, with potentially
catastrophic results.

Further investigation of the problem required an all day crawl through at the
building and removal of the park’s temporary plastic covering over the exterior of
the building. Selective removal of exterior siding was also carried out. This
process is documented by RSA in their first report to HPTC, Henry House -
Preliminary Condition Report & Temporary Stabilization Recommendations,
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dated 26 March 2001. The report was reviewed by the NPS and comments
provided to RSA.

A progress meeting was held at the park on 10 April 2001 and documented in
Progress Meeting Notes transmitted to the park on 10 April 2001 by HPTC via
electronic memo.

The Henry House - Final Condition Report & Temporary Stabilization
Recommendations was provided to the NPS by RSA on 23 April 2001.
Clarifications to the stabilization design and additional sketches were provided by

RSA on 17, 24 and 30 May 2001.

24 May 2001 - Reply re: Henry House — Questions regarding temporary
stabilization details.

The park Chief of Maintenance was also involved in the review of the plan as the
park had determined to construct the temporary emergency structural
stabilization (TESS) system in-house with park staff.

A full list of the structural engineers sketches are provide in the HPTC transmittal
memo to the park Cultural Resource Manager dated 27 April 2001, Transmittal of
Structural Engineer’s Final Report and Temporary Stabilization Drawings and
Sketches, Prioritization of Recommendations.

Construction of the TESS system was undertaken by the park during July and
August 2001. Exact dates are not known. The structural engineers were invited
back out to the Henry House to evaluate the work-to-date and as things were not
yet 100 percent completed they issued a Punch List Report & Associated

Sketches memo on 14 August 2001.

Other temporary protective measures were discussed with park management
during the summer, primarily because of the concern over the long “sit time” that
would occur before any permanent repair activity would take place at the house.
The park Superintendent requested that HPTC provide measures for the short
term stabilization of the house. HPTC complied and on 17 August 2001 the
Senior Historical Architect provided technical recommendations transmitted via
the Short Term Stabilization Treatment (Mothball) Recommendations for the
Henry House memo. It consisted of two written portions, Recommended
Prioritized Tasks and Recommended Materials; three sheets of drawings, and

technical manufacturer’s literature.

By October 2001 another punch-list walk through inspection was conducted by
the structural engineers, at the request of HPTC. This was to provide the park
maintenance staff with clear direction as to what steps needed to be taken to
secure the building. This occurred on 16 October 2001.
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The Transmittal of Final Version of Prioritized Punch List for Temporary
Structural Stabilization Project from Structural Engineers memo went out from
HPTC to the park Superintendent on 26 October 2001. In their final punch list
RSA had stated that, “In order for the temporary stabilization program to be
effective, these items must be addressed”. RSA had provided not only
numbered prioritized punch list items but also resolution statements that record
the decisions made in the field. These resolutions had been discussed and
verbally agreed to by all parties while at the house. HPTC concurred with all
recommended resolution statements and urged these tasks be completed in a
timely manner. Various additional sketches were provided by RSA.

It is not known whether all recommended tasks were accomplished. All work
was completed between HPTC and RSA by 30 October 2001.
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All photographs by HPTC, March - June 2001.

RM 102. Floor to ceiling crack is seen to
west of mantle on north wall of room.
Note missing floor joists. Monitored as

Crack 1.

RM 102. SE quadrant of room. Floor to
ceiling crack is at corner. Monitored as
Crack 2.

Crack 1 with crack monitor in place. This
is initial placement of monitor in the
“zeroed out” position. Note red cross

marks centered on black tracking graph.

Crack 2 at SE corner of room supported
by wood blocking to measure at bottom
of wall to track floor width movement.
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Crack 2 detail. Crack monitor with its RM 102 with beginning of temporary
first graph setting in the center “zeroed- emergency structural stabilization
out” position. system installed. This system was

designed to relieve the load of the
building from the building frame.

RM 103, Stair Hall at South Block with RM 202, Northwest quadrant. The
| Temporary emergency Structural Temporary emergency structural
Stabilization system partially stabilization system provides lateral and
| constructed. New floor joists and vertical | longitudinal support for the house frame
posts provide load bearing capacity for through a series of diagonal cross-
historic framed structure of house. braced vertical trusses using floor,

ceiling and wall supports shimmed tight
against the existing wall surfaces or
fastened to the historic structure.
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B.4. Graphic Documentation

This section presents several collections of graphics that are used to help explain
the developmental history and chronology of the Henry House as it is now
understood to have occurred.

Manassas Museum Historic Postcard Collection

A collection of seven images, some of which are used as captioned figures.
These show historical images of the house in each of its stages; pre battie, post
battle ruin of first house, and second house in various stages of development.

Developmental Architectural Sketches

During the course of the building investigation and fabric analysis several
schematic developmental scenarios were considered. Many of them have key
points of merit that are proved out by the extant fabric. They are also reliant on
interpretation of the historical, archeological and architectural information that is
inconclusive. Nevertheless these theories persist.

Dating structures is not an exact science. The documentary information, such as
the history of the structure and its occupants and knowledge of detail styles and
methods of construction of different periods can be crucial to a thorough analysis
of a buildings evolution. Where these do not exist or are inconsistent, even more
reliance is placed on “reading the fabric”.

When a structure has been subject to as much activity as the Henry House a
simple conclusive outline can be evasive. The following illustrations are an
attempt to graphically represent some of the evidence as it is understood as a
result of the research, investigation and interpretation required to produce this
report.

To place them in context of the on-going archeological research at the site, these

drawings were developed in September 2001, prior to the last phase and
conclusions of the archeological investigation [Parsons & Ravenhorst: 2003].

PG 1. First Period of Construction (1870-75 /1883) First Floor Plan

lllustrates the traditional Virginia 2/3 I-house plan articulated by Dr. Henry
Glassie in letter re: Henry House. Also follows normal pattern of this type.

PG 1-A. First Period (1870 — 1883) First Floor Plan, 2/3 I-house Plan.

This illustration is based on the documented development of the tradition Virginia
I-house as described by Henry Glassie in many of his works. The illustration lays
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out the fully developed |-house (dashed lines) based on the geometry of the 4
and/ or 8 foot bay. The first phase of the rebuilt Henry House uses the 8 foot rule
in developing the center hall and north bay. Based on the recent archeology, if
the east bay had been built over the ruin of the first house foundation it would
have been 10 feet in width and void the symmetrical layout of the 4 or 8 foot
orthogonal and cubic grid.

PG 1-B. First Period (1870 — 1883} Second Floor Plans, 2/3 I-house Plan (Two
Versions — With and Without Secondary Partition Wall Used to Form the South
Chamber).

This plan illustrates two variants on the room layout of the second floor of the 2/3
I-house plan that existed prior to the addition of the north block. The project
Historical Architect wanted to determine whether or not the room was defined by
the east and south partitions or as has been seen in Glassie's work was more of
an open hall defined only by the north interior partition. The Interior Finishes
Analysis Report was not able to provide a conclusive determination about these
two partitions [Yokum 2002: 41, Room 204, Analysis Results]. While the door
and the design of the wood trim are similar to other 2™ story features, they may
have been added at the time of the addition of the north block (saddlebag).

PG 2-A. Second Period (Post 1883) First Floor Plan, 2/3 I-house Plan with North
Saddlebag Addition.

PG 2-B. Second Period (Post 1883) Second Floor Plan, 2/3 I-house Plan with
North Saddlebag Addition.

These two illustrations show the 2/3 I-house plan with the north saddlebag
addition. The house was extended northward with the addition of a 16 X 16 foot
square box. Several interior features are not extant in this plan as paint analysis
indicates they were added at a later date by the Sons of the Confederate
Veterans.

PG 3-A. Third Period (Sons of Confederate Veterans, 1920 — 1940 +/-) First
Floor Plan.

Changes made during the occupancy of the SCV were concentrated to the south
end of the first floor and the windows in Room 102.

PG 4-A. Annotated First Floor Plan (HABS), 09/2001.

PG 4-B. Annotated Second Floor Plan (HABS), 09/2001.

PG 4-C. Annotated South Elevation (HABS), 09/2001.

PG 4-D. Annotated North Elevation (HABS), 09/2001.

PG 4-E. Annotated Reconstructed West Elevation (HABS), 09/2001.
PG 4-C. Annotated East Elevation (HABS), 09/2001.

Historic Structure Repont, Final Revised Edition, July 2003
Part 1. Developmental History
Section B.4. Chronology of Development & Use
Graphic Documentation B.4.- 2.



Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

These drawing sheets are used to point out the location of architectural changes
from various phases of construction as they may be interpreted based on the
extant fabric of the building in September 2001.

Architectural Measured Drawings

Two sets of measured drawings were completed as part of the project. HPTC
created a set of measured floor plans and elevations in February 2001 as no
other drawings of the building existed at that time. Base drawings were needed
to carry out the field investigation and to establish a nomenclature for
identification of various building components (Rooms, Windows, Doors, etc.).

This set of field drawings consists of three (3) sheets of drawings and is titled:

Henry House, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Historic Structure Report,
Historic Preservation Training Center, February 2001.

Sheet 1. First Floor Plan, Second Floor Plan.
Sheet 2. West Elevation, North Elevation.
Sheet 3. East Elevation, South Elevation.

The other set of drawings were completed by the Historic American Buildings
Survey. This set meets the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for
Documentation (HABS Standards) as required for a Historic Structure Report.

This set is titled:

Henry House Profect, 2001. Henry House, Sudley Road, Manassas National
battlefield Park Prince William County, Virginia and carries HABS Survey
Number VA-1363.

Sheet 1. Title Sheet with Site Plan.

Sheet 2. Cellar Plan, Cellar Reflected Ceiling Plan, First Floor Plan, Second
Floor Plan.

Sheet 3. Attic Reflected Ceiling Plan, Roof Plan, Section A-A (Lateral), Section
B-B (Longitudinal).

Sheet 4. East, South, North, West Exterior Elevations.

Sheet 5. Cornice Details, Door, Window and Fireplace Details.

Both sets are included with this HSR for reference.

END of SECTION. Drawings Follow.
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After the sketch by Leon Fremaux this image represents the battle damage inflicted on
the pre-1861 house, also known as Spring Hill Farm. See HSR Captioned Figures 1 - 3.

Erroneously titled and/ or dated, this image is known to be that attributed to David B.
Woodbury of the Matthew Brady Studio, Washington, D.C. It is dated c. 1862; see HSR
Captioned Figure 4.
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Henry House. Bull Run Battlefield, Va.

This unattributed image is thought to be from the late 1880's based on the very good
condition of the building. Also found in the MANA park file, see HSR Captioned Figures
11, 17 and 18 for more detailed information.

VinaiNra.—(402)

Hespy Hovse, MANASMAS BaTtrie FieLb,

This tinted |mage dep:cts the house in very good cdmon prlor to any changes made by
the Sons of the Confederate Veterans. The SCV owned the building between 1922 and
1935. See HSR Captioned Figure 16.

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, April 2003
Part 1. Developmental History
Section B.4. Chronology of Development & Use B4.- 5.
Postcard Images from the Manassas Museum System



Manassas National Battlefield Park

Henry House

The Henry House L
Marasias Balln Flam Wra Wenry was Biled in the Suss
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The Grave of Mrs. Judith Henry.
Wotgd & Hesry Musse Jilp S1, WY, in Rer STtk yess,
the prrd of ter ewe hemw

BuTieR By weiEET T
MANASSAS, VA,

This double image postcard is unusual in that it illustrates the grave of Mrs. Judith Henry
(and Hugh F. Henry). The upper image is the same as the previous tinted image and
appear to be modeled after HSR Captioned Figure 10, an unattributed view of the house
estimated to be photographed in 1884 (as dated in the MANA park library historic photo

collection).

Historic Structure Report, Final Revised Edition, April 2003
Part 1. Developmental History
B.4.-6.

Section B.4. Chronology of Development & Use
Postcard Images from the Manassas Museum System



Henry House Manassas National Battlefield Park

HENRARY MOUSE BULL RUN BATTLEFIELD, VA

This undated image shows the house after architectural changes have been made
presumably by the Sons of the Confederate Veterans. Note loss of SW corner gable
porch, insertion of new door on south elevation and the new elevated entry platform with
railings and stair. See HSR Captioned Figure 19.
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This image reveals the east elevation of the house with the
Bull Run Patriot's Monument in the foreground.
While it is also an unattributed photo, the architecture
places it between the years of ownership by
The Sons of the Confederate Veterans (1922 — 1940).
See also HSR Captioned Figures 19, 20, 20 Rear, 21 and 22.
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