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1778.

1810.

0.,

1820.

Chronology of Important Events

Captain James Cook makes first European contact with the
Hawai'ian people while searching for the Northwest Passage. He

names this archipelago the Sandwich lIslands.

Kamehameha |, powerful chief of the island of Hawai'i, successfully
defeats rivals and establishes himself as sc¢vereign over all Hawai'i.
He unites a scattered nation and keeps it together in the face of
vast cultural changes due to the arrival of foreign ships bringing
animals, trees, fruits, plants, firearms, liquor, and diseases never
before seen in Hawai'i. Internal peace and stability in foreign
affairs mark his reign. He is referred to as Kamehameha The
Great and is memorialized in Statuary Hall in the United States
Capitol. His traditional ascension date was 1795, and he ruled
until 1819.

Kamehameha I's son, Liholiho, becomes king and begins a reign
characterized by weakness and vacillation. Early in his rule an
event of major proportions occurs when, pressured by his mother
and his father's favorite wife, he openly sits down to eat with a
group of noble women, thus violating a sacred taboo that forbids
men and women from eating together. Later he orders religious
images burned and heiau demolished, thus irrevocably tearing the
ancient social fabric of the islands. He dies from measles in
London in 1824.

American Protestant missionaries from New England arrive in
Hawai'i. Although primarily interested in the salvation of souls,
they are an important catalyst of civilization. They seem
narrow-minded and intolerant, but accomplish much that is good
for the Hawai'ians by putting the Hawai'ian language in written
form, establishing schools, and encouraging agricultural and

manufacturing industries.
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1824.

1827.

1832.

1838.

1839.

1840.

1843.

1850.

1853.

1854.

Kauikeaouli, last son of Kamehameha The Great to rule, becomes
King Kamehameha I|I at age ten upon his older brother's death.
His reign of twenty-nine vyears is the longest of any Hawai'ian
monarch. He is a progressive ruler, moving his people toward

democracy and constitutional monarchy. He rules until 1854.

The first Catholic missionaries arrive in Hawai'i.

The Reverend Harvey R. Hitchcock is sent to christianize the
natives of Moloka'i. He establishes the first Christian mission at

Kalua'aha on the southeast shore of the island.

Barbara Koob (Mother Marianne Cope) is born in Heppenheim,

Germany.

A substation of Kalua'aha mission is established on Kalaupapa
peninsula. A French frigate enters Honolulu harbor and demands
freedom for Catholic prisoners. The right of Catholics to remain

in Hawai'i and preach and convert is established.

Joseph de Veuster (Father Damien) is born in Tremeloo, Belgium,

into a well-to-do peasant family.

Ira Barnes Dutton (Brother Dutton) is born near present-day
Stowe, Vermont.

Board of Health is organized by Kamehameha |Il to protect the

health of the people and take measures to cure them of epidemic
diseases.

Calvinist Church (Bldg. No. 301) is built on Kalaupapa peninsula.

Alexander Liholiho succeeds his uncle Kamehameha Ill, taking the
title of Kamehameha IV. He is the first grandson of Kamehameha
The Great to become king of Hawai'i, and is one of the most

anti-American of all Hawai'i's monarchs. During his reign there is
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1863.

1864.

‘ 1865.

1866.

1871.

1872.

. 1873.

agitation on the part of sugar planters for annexation to the

United States, while at the same time the monarchy tries to
strengthen its own power. There is also pressure to extend

democracy to the citizenry.

Lot Kamehameha, as King Kamehameha V, is the final direct
descendant of Kamehameha The Great to reign and the last
monarch to rule in the old style. Afterwards, Kkings will be
elected by the Hawai'ian legislature. A reciprocity treaty allowing
Hawai'ian sugar to enter American duty-free is promoted during
his reign. He dies in 1872 without naming a successor, ending the

Kamehameha The Great dynasty.

Joseph de Veuster, a member of the missionary party of the
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts to the Hawai'ian Islands, is

ordained to the priesthood in Honolulu.

"An Act to Prevent the Spread of Leprosy" in Hawai'i is passed.
This law provides for setting aside land for the isolation and
seclusion of leprous individuals. Land on the peninsula of Moloka'i
is purchased for use as an isolation settlement. Kalihi Hospital
and Detention Station opens for the admission of leprosy patients.
It is designed as a hospital for light cases and as a temporary

detention station for severe ones.

In January the first group of leprosy victims is deposited at
Kalawao. Siloama, "Church of the Healing Spring"
(Congregational), is organized in December.

Siloama Church (Bldg. No. 710) is dedicated.

St. Philomena Catholic Church (Bildg. No. 711) is erected at

Kalawao.

Dr. Gerhard Henrik Armauer Hansen, a Norwegian physician,

detects the leprosy bacillus (Mycobacterium leprae). William
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1874.

1876.

1878,

1879.

1880.

Lunalilo is confirmed as king of Hawai'i by the legislature. He is

descended from one of the half-brothers of Kamehameha The Great.
A liberal monarch who attempts to democratize the constitution, he
has an advanced tubercular affliction that causes his death a little
over a vyear later. He also fails to name a successor. Father
Damien wvolunteers as resident priest at the leprosy settiement.
During the summer, a store is established at Kalawao to supply
staple goods at low prices to the residents. Another Catholic
church, Our Lady Health of the Sick, is built at Kalaupapa.

Father André Burgermann is sent to Moloka'i to minister to the
needs of the rest of the island. David Kaldkaua, Hawai'i's last
king, is elected ruler by the legislature. Concerned with the
well-being of native Hawai'ians, he is a hard-headed individualist
who suffers setbacks to his power toward the end of his reign.
In April he visits Kalaupapa. A new constitution depriving him of
much of his power is written. Due to declining health, he goes to
California in 1890, leaving Liliuokalani as regent, and dies there of

a stroke.

St. Philomena Church is remodelled and a nave and steeple added.
In June the "“Committee of Thirteen," leading members of the
Hawai'ian legislature, land at Kalaupapa to investigate the condition
of the residents. Dr. G.W. Woods, medical inspector in the U.S.

Navy, visits Kalaupapa peninsula.

Father Damien establishes orphanages for young boys and girls at

Kalawao.

The first semi-resident doctor, Nathaniel B. Emerson, arrives at

Kalawac. New Siloama chapel is dedicated at Kalaupapa.

Siloama is rebuilt, including changing the orientation of the front

elevation, tapering the steeple, and raising the belfry.
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1886.

1888.

1889.

. 1881.

1883.

1884.

® .

Princess Liliuokalani, sister of King Kalakaua, visits the leprosy
settlement. Father Albert Montiton begins service at Kalaupapa.
Kaka'ako Hospital opens in December on the east side of Honolulu
harbor, taking the place of the old Kalihi Hospital. The site
becomes unsuitable due to periodic inundation by the sea, and
about 1889 the buildings are moved back to the old Kalihi Hospital
site. It is used as a detention station and hospital for mild

leprosy cases.
Mother Marianne and six Sisters of St. Francis arrive in Hawai'i.

Queen Kapiolani, Princess Liliuokalani, and Dr. Eduard Arning,
German medical expert, arrive at Kalaupapa to assess the condition
of the settlement. Charles Warren Stoddard, professor of English
literature at Notre Dame University and author of Lepers of
Molokai, first visited the leprosarium in 1868 and returns in 1884.

Damien's leprosy is.diagnosed.

Kapiolani Home for Girls opens in Honolulu as a home for children

of leprous parents.
Ira Dutton arrives at Kalawao to help Father Damien.

A stone addition and tower are added to St. Philomena Church.
The Charles R. Bishop Home for Unprotected Leper Girls and
Women is completed at Kalaupapa. The leprosy branch hospital at
Kaka'ako is closed. Mother Marianne and two Catholic sisters
arrive at Kalaupapa to supervise the Bishop Home. Father
Wendelin Moellers arrives to be pastor at the Kalaupapa Church

and at the sisters' convent.
Father Damien dies from the effects of leprosy. Robert Louis

Stevenson, noted British writer, visits Hawai'i and the leprosy

settlement.
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1890s.

1893.

1894.

1895.

1898.

1900.

1901.

1904.

1905.

1906.

1908.

1909.

Gradual move to Kalaupapa of leprosy patients begins. Kalawao to

be abandoned as place of residence as buildings decay.

Dr. Masanao Goto is engaged by the Board of Health to treat

Hawai'i's leprosy victims.

The Henry P. Baldwin Home for Boys and Helpless Men opens at

Kalawao.

The last kama'ainas are evicted from Kalaupapa peninsula.

The United States annexes the Hawai'ian Islands.

The Territory of Hawai'i is created. St. Francis Catholic Church
is dedicated at Kalaupapa.

The Bay View Home for the Aged and Helpless is built on the
waterfront at Kalaupapa.

Dr. C. B. Cooper, president of the Board of Health of the
Territory of Hawai'i, requests the federal government to undertake

scientific research on leprosy in the Islands.

The "Act to Provide for the Investigation of Leprosy" is passed by
the U.S. Congress. Construction begins on a hospital and
laboratory at Kalawao: the first hospital for research on a specific
disease authorized by Congress.

St. Francis Church at Kalaupapa burns.

A general hospital is built at Kalaupapa. The new St. Francis
Church (Bldg. No. 291) is completed.

The Moloka'i lighthouse is built on the tip of the Kalaupapa

peninsula. The U.S. Leprosy Investigation Station at Kalawao
opens.
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1910.

1913.

1914.

1915.

1917.

1918.

1921.

1922.

1928.

1929.

1930.

1931.

The McVeigh Home for White Foreigners opens. Laboratory space
is given to the Public Health Service at Kalihi Hospital in
Honolulu, and the majority of personnel from the Kalawao station

are transferred there.

The U.S. Leprosy Investigation Station is officially closed for

scientific studies, although routine work continues.
The Bay View Home burns.

Kalaupapa social hall (Bldg. No. 304) and Kanaana Hou Church
(Bldg. No. 286) are built at Kalaupapa.

The new Bay View Home opens.

Mother Marianne dies.

The "Louisiana Leper Home," established in Carville in 1894, is
purchased by the U.S. Government and designated as the National
Leprosarium.

The U.S. Leprosy Investigation Station buildings and land are
transferred from the federal government to the Territory of
Hawai'i.

The McVeigh Home burns.

The U.S. Leprosy Investigation Station is dismantiled. A new
McVeigh Home is built. '

The Board of Leper Hospitals and Settlement is created.

The poi shop and landing dock at Kalaupapa are built. Brother
Joseph Dutton dies.
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1932.

1934.

1936.

1938.

1946.

1947.

1949.

1950.

1966.

1969.

The ice plant and airport at Kalaupapa are completed. A new
hospital (Bldg. No. 282) opens. The old Kalaupapa general
hospital is converted to the new Baldwin Home, while the old home
at Kalawao is burned. This completes the transfer of patients to

the Kalaupapa side of the peninsula.

The post office/courtroom and service station are built at

Kalaupapa.

Father Damien's body is exhumed and removed to Louvain,

Belgium, for burial.

Beatification proceedings are begun toward canonization of Joseph

de Veuster as Saint Damien.

A destructive tidal wave hits the west shoreline of Kalaupapa
settlement, inflicting heavy damage. Sulfone drugs are introduced
in Hawai'i as part of routine therapy for the treatment of leprosy,

introducing hope for the alleviation and arrest of symptoms.
Lawrence M. Judd is appointed resident superintendent of
Kalaupapa settlement and introduces new social and therapeutic
activities.

The Board of Hospitals and Settlement is abolished. Administration
of the Hansen's Disease (leprosy) program is given back to the

Board of Health.

The Baldwin Home for Men and Boys merges with the Bay View
Home.

Old Siloama at Kalawao is reconstructed.
The Hawai'i Board of Health decides to end the isolation of leprosy

patients.
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. 1976.

1977.

1980.

The Secretary of the Interior is directed to study the feasibility of
adding Kalaupapa settlement to the National Park System.

Father Damien is declared Venerable by the Roman Catholic
Church.

Public Law 96-565 establishes Kalaupapa National Historical Park.

Some data extracted from:
Mullins, Joseph G. Hawaiian
Journey. Honolulu: Mutual
Publishing Company, n.d.

Skinsnes, Anwei V., and Binford,
Chapman H. "Leprosy Research
and the Public Health Service--
A Brief Chronological Resume."
Public Health Reports, May-June
1980, vol. 95, no. 3, pp. 210-12.

Soulliére, Laura E. Notes from
architectural survey, 1976, in
NPS files, DSC.
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PREFACE

Perhaps few groups of Hawai'ian people have been as analyzed and
described as the residents of Kalaupapa settlement, a colony for leprosy
patients established in the nineteenth century on the north shore of the
island of Moloka'i. While previous studies have been primarily sociological
in nature, concentrating on the plight, problems, and concerns of these
people, this Historic Resource Study of Kalaupapa National Historical Park
has been written for two rather different reasons. First, the area is new
to the National Park System, and although its general development has
been traced in standard Hawai'ian histories, much of the detail necessary
for proper park management, interpretation, and preservation has been
lacking. The park contains an amazing variety of prehistoric
archeological ruins and historic buildings at scattered locations across the
peninsula and in varying states of deterioration. Establishing priorities
for stabilization, restoration, interpretation, and adaptive use requires
the collection and evaluation of all data necessary to establish levels of
significance. Second, the National Park Service is mandated by E.O.
11593, the National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980, Service
Management Policies, and by former Director Russ Dickenson's Staff
Directive 81-1 to identify significant resources and thus avoid the
potential for serious adverse effects on them. This meant that all 400+
public buildings, support facilities, patient homes, and miscellaneous

structures on the peninsula had to be studied.

This study provides a narrative history of the Kalaupapa peninsula
on Moloka'i, beginning with the arrival of leprosy patients in 1866.
Perusal of kingdom and territorial records has provided minute details on
the early Kalawao and Kalaupapa settlements, and Board of Health records
for later years provide plentiful data on later rehabilitation work at
Kalaupapa settlement. The information found in these primary sources
has been supplemented by many useful secondary sources, maps, and

photographs.
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The National Park Service is now involved in making decisions on
stabilization and restoration work, so that much of the study emphasizes
construction dates and building use in order to determine levels of
significance of sites and structures. Less emphasis has been put on oral
history research, although hopefully this report provides an historical
context which can be enhanced by oral history and which will place the

statements of informants in their proper perspective.

It should be noted that the chronological divisions the writer has
established to describe the physical growth of the leprosy settlement vary
somewhat from those in the 1975 National Register form, because it is
believed these more accurately reflect the course of development. The
building construction dates in the final evaluation and recommendations
chapter were found in the Department of Health Administrator's office at
Kalaupapa settlement, in a document entitled "Memorandum No. 76-12 re:
Verification of State Owned, leased, and rented buildings on Molokai,"
May 1976, and from a facilities inventory of August 1980. Sometimes
these dates vary a year or so from those given in Board of Health
reports. Building numbers throughout are keyed to the aerial photograph
of Kalaupapa settlement found in Laura E. Soulliere and Henry G. Law's
architectural evaluation of Kalaupapa settlement published by the National
Park Service in 1979 and reprinted in this document as Historical Base
Map 8.

Writing this report has been a wonderful experience, opening up a
whole new research field for this historian. Personnel at the Hawaii State
Archives in Honolulu, especially Mary Ann Akao and, Richard Thompson,
were extremely helpful and patient during my numerous requests for
research help and for Xxeroxing and photographic services. | would also
like to thank Charles Okino of the State Department of Accounting and
General Services; Irene Letoto of the Damien Museum and Archives;
personnel of the Bishop Museum; Barbara E. Dunn of the Hawaiian
Historical Society; Mary Jane Knight of the Hawaiian Mission Children's
_Society Library, Brother John McCluskey of Chaminade University of
Honolulu, and personnel of the State Department of Health in Honolulu.

fnvaluable and constant help was extended by Anwei V. Skinsnes of the

XXXV




Leprosy Atelier of Leahi Hospital and by Bruce J. Doneux of the
Kalaupapa Historical Society and project director of the Kalaupapa
Historical Collection Project. Toshiaki Inouye, state administrator at
Kalaupapa, was friendly, courteous, and most helpful in putting his
records at my disposal. And finally | would like to thank all the patients
at the settlement who accepted me graciously and expressed interest in

my work.

The primary National Park Service representative at the settlement is
Henry G. Law, who functions as superintendent, tour guide for Service
VIP visitors, liaison with the patients, NPS spokesman, and general
factotum. A more personable, responsible, and competent person could
not have been selected for this post. Henry's interest in just about
everything and everybody and his sincere dedication to the National Park
Service mission make working with him a most enjoyable experience. Also
appreciated for their help and interest in this project are Bryan Harry,
Pacific Area Director, NPS, Honolulu, and his staff archeologist Gary F.
Somers. Several people at the Denver Service Center of the National
Park Service helped prepare this report for publication. | would
especially like to thank Nancy Arwood, Lou Tidd, Jan Petrukitas, and
Joan Manson for their expert typing of the text and John Myers for his
meticulous mapwork. Finally | would like to thank Tom Mulhern, Chief,
Park Historic Preservation, and Gordon Chappell, Regional Historian,
National Park Service, Western Regional Office, for their encouragement,
assistance, and unfailing interest in this project. They, as well as all
Park Service visitors to the peninsula, have been greatly impressed by
the friendliness of the people, the magnificence of the scenery, and the

international significance of the area.

Kalawao and Kalaupapa settlements stand today as monuments to
man's ability to overcome spiritually and physically one of the most
distressing public health problems in world history. Their importance lies
in their relationship to major historical themes, such as general community
values and past and future public and mental health research and

attitudes. The history of the Kalaupapa peninsula leprosy patients is an
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integral part of the story of the Hawai'ian Islands and of leprosy in
Hawai'i and the world. The disease was still a mystery in the nineteenth
century. No one understood its origin, methods of transmission, or cure.
Isolation was still the most common form of treatment to try to prevent
the spread of the disease. In the belief that leprosy was incurable,
patients were abandoned in colonies, usually with only missionaries to look
after their welfare. The kingdom of Hawai'i, which recognized the
epidemic proportions of leprosy and was originally faced with the problem
of stemming its spread in the islands, charted an unknown course in the
care and treatment of leprosy patients. With a continuing financial
committment to the project and with the aid of dedicated clergy of several
faiths and other selfless individuals, the government of Hawai'i was able
to gradually improve the lifestyle and medical treatment of these

unfortunate individuals.

Biblical references to leprosy greatly influenced Western attitudes
toward the disease and created the stigma for its victims of being unclean
and morally impure. Because of its unfortunate connotations, leprosy has
sometimes been referred to as '"Hansen's Disease," after Gerhard H.A.
Hansen, discoverer of the leprosy bacillus. Because the word "leprosy"
has been in use for so many years, the International Leprosy Association
still condones its use, although the objectionable term "leper" is avoided.
It cannot, however, be expunged from the historical record and will

occasionally be used in this study in direct quotations.

The remaining patients at Kalaupapa are special and their

experiences as leprosy victims are unique. Their history is

a record of the human experiences of a wvery special
population--a population who because of their disease and
because of the public reaction to their disease have lived lives
that the rest of us haven't. What we learn from this record of
human experience will at its best serve to enrich our own lives
and those of the generations succeeding us. We will learn to
be exceptionally sensitive to the idea of social banishment; we
will learn, above all, that human dignity is worth preserving.

1. Te.d Gugelyk and Milton Bloombaum, Ma'i Ho'oka'awale: The
Separating Sickness (Honolulu: University of Hawaii, 1979), p. 17.
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‘ This study is dedicated to the residents of Kalaupapa, and | hope all

those who have come to know and admire the settlement and its people

will find it of interest. | hope, too, that it will be perceived as an

honest and fair accounting of a significant period in Hawai'ian history.
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A Brief History of the Hawai'ian Islands
A. '"Discovery" '

The Hawai'ian archipelago is a chain of eight major islands plus
reefs and shoals extending southeast-northwest, from Hawai'i, the "Big
Island," to Kure Island--a distance of 1,600 miles. Exclusive of Midway
Islands, which remain under U.S. Navy administration and have long been
an important airplane base, the seven inhabited islands are at the
southeast end of the archipelago. Extending from the northwest to the
southeast, they are Ni'ihau, Kaua'i, O'ahu, Moloka'f, Lana'i, Maui, and
Hawai'i. Kaho'olawe, a small island south of Lana'i, is uninhabited and
used as a target area by the U.S. Navy and Air Force. The Hawai'ian
Islands were formed by volcanic action, the major ones being basaltic

volcanic domes.

The Hawai'ian Islands were originally settled by peoples given
the general name of Polynesians, who came from the Marquesas and
Society islands by canoe over a long period of time, beginning probably
at least as early as the eighth century A.D. Emigrants later came in the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries from Tahiti. Although Spanish gaileons
sailing between Mexico and the Philippines might have been aware of this
group of islands, not until 1778 did the first European, the British
explorer Capt. James Cook, "discover" the islands on his third expedition
to the Pacific, in search of a sea passage joining the Pacific and Atlantic
oceans. He named them the Sandwich Islands in honor of his patron, the
Earl of Sandwich, First Lord of the [British] Admiralty. Returning the
next vyear, Cook was Kkilled in a skirmish with a group of native

Hawai'ians on the "Big Island" of Hawai'i.

At the time of Cook's discovery, the individual islands or parts
of islands were ruled by various high chiefs, who constantly quarreied
among themselves for supremacy. Finally a particularly capable chief on
the island of Hawai'i, named Kamehameha, eventually conquered all the
islands and brought them under his ordered and prosperous rule by 1810.
(Although he did not invade the islands of Kaua'i and Ni'ihau, their king
accepted Kamehameha as his sovereign.) Except for a few minor and

unsuccessful revolts, there were no more wars in Hawai'i. Kamehameha




devoted the next few years to organizing his government and building up
the islands' resources, and the single unified kingdom thrived during his
stable reign. During that time many Europeans, and a few Americans,
lived in Hawai'i. Indeed white men had helped Kamehameha in his
conquest to a great extent, providing him with guns, artillery, and
ships.

Kamehameha | ruled from 1795 to 1819 and was referred to as
"the Napoleon of the Pacific.”1 He is most commonly referred to,
however, as Kamehameha The Great, because of his achievements in
uniting a nation and keeping it together in the face of disruptive foreign
and domestic elements. Upon his death, the King's heir, Liholiho, became

Kamehameha 1.

B. Arrival of Protestant Missionaries

Oon June 27, 1810, in Bradford, Massachusetts, an American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions was instituted, whose object
was 'to devise, adopt, and prosecute ways and means for propogating the
gospel among those who are destitute of the Knowledge of Chr‘istianity."2
Its members belonged to the Congregational and Presbyterian churches.

When American Protestant missionaries came to Hawaii in 1820,
they encountered the old Hawaiian religion, which included four primary
gods and several lesser ones. Despite its support by Kamehameha the
Great, the Hawaiian religion had been growing weaker for some time due
to the influence of foreigners, as well as the natives tiring of the
sacrifices and oppression imposed by priests. The kapu or taboo system
was an extremely important part of this religion and prescribed numerous

prohibitions, such as forbidding men and women from eating together and

1. Omer Englebert, The Hero of Molokai: Father Damien, Apostle of
the Lepers (Boston: Daughters of St. Paul, 1962), p. 58.

2.  Father Reginald Yzendoorn, History of the Catholic Mission in the
Hawaiian lIslands (Honolulu, T.H.: Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Ltd., 1927),
p. 21.




women from eating specific foods such as bananas, pork, coconuts, or
certain fish. Two of Kamehameha the Great's widows, however, were
instrumental in overthrowing the kapu system. These two women
persuaded Liholiho to abolish the old kapu and the old religion.
Throughout the islands images of the old gods were destroyed, heiau
demolished, and the people forbidden by royal decree to worship the old
gods. Hawai'i thus became a fertile field for American evangelism and the
planting of new religions. Although the old patterns of domestic and
religious life were disrupted, it was years before a new pattern, based on

Christian mores, was established.

King Kamehameha |1 permitted the missionaries to settle and
work in Hawai'i for a vyear, and during that time they zealously
established and operated schools on O'ahu, Kaua'i, Hawai'i, and Maui.
New arrivals from Massachusetts achieved  further admirable
results--establishing a Hawai'ian alphabet, introducing a written Hawai'ian
language, and publishing several Hawai'ian word lists and religious
booklets in Hawai'ian. Pleased with their successes and gradual
acceptance by many of the chiefs, the Protestants were unwilling to
permit competition from other quarters. Some dissension arose,
therefore, in 1827 when the first Catholic missionaries arrived and
attempted to counterbalance the influence of the New Englanders.

C. Arrival of Catholic Missionaries and Others

In 1825 the Seminary for Foreign Missions in Paris entrusted
the Hawai'ian Mission to the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus
and Mary and of Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament of the
Altar, an order founded in 1800 and sometimes referred to as the Picpus
Brothers after the street in Paris on which the mother house was located.
The brothers found their presence in Hawai'i in 1827 to be unwelcome;
the chiefs, influenced by the Protestant missionaries, were reluctant to
admit Catholics to Hawai'i. Eventually granted a tract of land for their
mission by Kamehameha II1 (Kamehameha Il had died of measies in London
in 1824), the Catholics settled in to learn the language. In 1831,

however, persecution of the Catholics began, with the connivance of the




Protestant mission. The Prefect Apostolic of Hawai'i was banished. The
brothers who remained endeavored during this time to console and
encourage the faithful Hawai'ians who still gathered at the mission for
daily prayers. In mid-1835, the arrival of more Boston missionaries
initiated a new persecution of Catholics on Oahu. In Honolulu harsh and
cruel punishments were meted out to Catholic Hawai'ians who refused to
attend Protestant prayer meetings. Hundreds were imprisoned and forced
to hard labor. In December 1837, by royal ordinance, the Catholic faith
was rejected and Calvinist tenets became the state religion. Only with
the arrival of a French frigate in the Honolulu harbor in 1839 and the
subsequent demand to halt all persecution under threat of war were
orders given by the king and chiefs to end all punishments based on

religious beliefs and to liberate all Catholic prisoners.

The first written constitution of the kingdom, published in
1840, contained a clause on religious toleration. The way was then
cleared for inauguration of a full-scale apostolate throughout the islands,
although open hostility between Protestants and Catholics continued. By
1840 Catholics numbered 2,000, and five vyears later the islands were
elevated to a Vicariate Apostolic of which Bishop Louis Maigret was placed
in charge. By Brother Damien's arrival in Hawai'i in 1864, there were
already forty Catholic missionaries in the field. Little by little the
relations between Catholic priests and Protestant ministers became
friendlier, and, as a consequence, Catholic relations with the king and
chiefs also improved. Now the work of extension could begin. The
Hawaiian Evangelical Association was organized in 1854, superseding the
Sandwich tIslands Mission, and in 1863 the association broadened its
membership to include native Hawai'ian clergy. Mormon missionaries
arrived in the islands in the 1850s, and Episcopalians in the 1860s. The
Hawai'ian kingdom thus became a predominately Christian nation, watched
over closely by missionaries--the only foreigners in the early days who

concerned themselves solely with the fate of the Hawai'ians.

D. A New Era Begins

Up to the time of Cook's arrival in the Hawai'ian I[slands,

centuries of nearly complete isolation had evolved a pattern of Hawai'ian




social and cultural life shaped from internal forces. By the
mid-nineteenth century, economic and social change was rapid and
prompted primarily by external forces. Only a few years after Cook's
visit, the Sandwich Islands became a convenient port in which foreign
ships could rest and obtain supplies during the long trans-Pacific voyage
involved in bearing sea otter skins between the northwest coast of
America and Canton, China. Soon a variety of exploring vessels, whaling
ships, and general trading ships anchored off the coast, and a friendly
and profitable relationship developed between the seamen and the
Hawai'ians. Firearms and ammunition were given to the chiefs for use
during their frequent civil wars and sailors enjoyed in return fresh

water, sweet potatoes, pork, and the charms of the island women.

It was not long before several of these seafaring visitors
decided to live onshore, and this number grew steadily. These new
residents ranged from runaway sailors and escaped prisoners to men of
education and practical knowledge. The latter were in great demand by
the chiefs as instructors in war, advisors, and managers of estates.
Held in high esteem, they became quite wealthy and prominent. Very few
of the foreigners, however, made any attempt to educate the natives or
teach them the intricacies of Western culture, probably to ensure the

stability of their own positions.

Although at first primarily Europeans and Americans, foreign
residents included Chinese by 1794, and before long Hawai'i was assuming
her role as the melting pot of the Pacific. Foreign contacts brought many
positive results, such as new ideas; new domestic animals, plants, fruits,
and vegetables; and items of European manufacture, such as tools and
utensils. In addition they created a variety of new problems, involving
religious conflicts, land titles, trade, and credit. The most detrimental
effect of foreign influence was the introduction of venereal and other
diseases to the islands. Having no immunity to them, thousands of
Hawai'ians became afflicted with venereal disease and succumbed to

smallpox, measles, and whooping cough.




. Leprosy Through the Ages

A. History of Leprosy

The disease of leprosy has been a scourge of mankind for
thousands of years. Through the centuries it has been one of the most
dreaded of diseases because of its disfiguring and incurable aspects.
First known in Egypt, it did not spread to Europe proper until after the
Romans invaded Egypt several hundred vyears before Christ. While
Phoenecian seamen probably spread it to Greece and Mediterranean ports,
Roman soldiers brought it back to lItaly and then farther into Europe.
Occurrences of the disease increased rapidly in England and it became a
plague during the Crusades when the warriors brought back énough of
the deadly germs to start epidemics. During the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries, the disease assumed terrible proportions with possibly a
quarter of northern Europe's population being afflicted at one time.
Flourishing in the filthy, congested towns of that period, it hit the lower
classes hardest, but sometimes could be found in the highest social

strata, including sovereigns and clerics.

Although there were physicians available, such a serious ailment
as leprosy was considered to be an expression of the wrath of God and
was left to the ministrations of priests. Segregation seemed the solution
to combat the contagiousness of the disease, whose cause,
communicability, or cure were unknown. Throughout history those who
have contracted leprosy have undergone extreme hardships. A state of
outlawry, worse than that of a criminal, was thrust upon them.
Regarded as already dead, the sick were cast out of the cities and
forbidden to mingle with the healthy folk. Hampered by strict rules
governing their movements, leprosy victims were forced to subsist as
beggars, wearing a black cowl and announcing their presence by constant
tragic cries of "Unclean!" At that sound, the unscathed would make the

sign of the cross and flee or drive the outcast away with stones.

1. John Farrow, Damien the Leper (New York: Sheed & Ward, 1951),
p. 89.




It was through the unceasing labors of the priesthood that the
lives of leprosy victims were finally made more bearable. Hospitals
(leprosaria) and houses were established to feed and clothe the sick. The
arrival of another epidemic disease during the Middie Ages--the Black
Plague--caused sudden mortality among the general population, but
specifically annihilated leprosy victims, who, already weakened, were
extremely prone to contracting the plague. By the time the plague
ceased in Europe at the end of the fifteenth century, it had decimated
the leprous population. After this the incidence of the disease in Europe
declined, due to rising standards of living, heightened resistance and

immunity, and stricter health precautions.

From the fifteenth century to Damien's time little progress was
made in the welfare of those afflicted with leprosy. Most of the lazar
houses were closed after the plague subsided and those that remained
were turned over to civil authorities and became pestholes. Although
medical science continued to advance, there was little improvement in
hospitals where the few leprosy victims remaining were doomed to die in a
grim life imprisonment. There these forgotten people were forbidden any
of the amenities of the living. Objects of repulsion, feared by all, they
were constantly reminded that the sooner they died the better. Such was
the shocking state of most of the world's leprosy institutions when in 1873
Father Joseph Damien de Veuster, a Belgian priest, landed on the rocky
beach of one of the world's most notorious lazarettos--the Kalaupapa

leprosy settlement on the island of Moloka'i in Hawai'i.

B. Cause and Manifestations of the Disease

1. Discovery of the Bacillus and its Communicability

Leprosy, or Hansen's Disease as it is sometimes called, is
caused by a bacillus. Dr. Gerhard Henrik Armauer Hansen, a Norwegian
physician, first detected the rod-shaped bodies in leprous nodules that

became known as Mycobacterium leprae in 1873. The disease is only

mildly contagious and not easily communicated to others, but when it does

spread it seems to usually be by prolonged intimate contact. However, it




is often not transmitted to a spouse by an infected partner and is not
directly inherited. Only a small percentage of children living intimately
with the disease will develop it, and of those that do, often their own
body defenses will overcome it. Young children are more susceptible to
the disease than adults. The likelihood of infection is dependent upon
the amount of infection one is exposed to. Many people seem to have a
natural immunity to leprosy; the lack of such immunity is probably the

. . .. 2
most determinant factor in transmission.

2. Forms of the Disease

The first signs of leprosy are detected as changes in the
skin, mucous membranes, or the peripheral nerve system, caused by
invasion of these tissues by the bacilli. Skin changes involve the
appearance of a non-itching spot or variety of spots on any part of the
skin. These spots show a change in sensation; there may be a loss of
sweating and absence of hair growth in the center of the spot.
Thickening of certain nerves follows. Later, in certain types of the
disease, nasal stuffiness or hoarseness may occur. The eyes may also be
affected at this early stage. The extent of signs of the disease is
influenced by the amount of resistance. If body defenses cannot
completely combat the bacilli invasion at this point, a tuberculoid type of
leprosy may develop. A more serious lepromatous type will progress if
there is little or no resistance by the body's immune system. A middle
course of the disease is known as borderline 1:ype.3 Leprosy is not in
itself usually fatal, but the individual will succumb to some other sickness

due to his weakened condition.

a. Lepromatous Leprosy

Lepromatous and tuberculoid types differ in their

progress. The former is characterized by early skin changes and later,

2. Oliver Hasselblad, Hansen's Disease: A Present Day Understanding,
(n.p, n.d.), pp. 2-3.

3. Ibid., pp. 3-4.




less prominent nerve changes. First, nodules, or swelling sores, appear
in various locations, which slowly increase in size and number. The
upper respiratory system is also affected, as are the eyes, and changes
can occur in certain viscera such as the liver and spleen. Nerve changes
can appear later in the form of periodic fevers. Patients sometimes die
during these periods, while in others a period of stagnation may be
followed by recurrences of fever. Anesthesia or loss of sensation occurs.

Untreated lepromatous leprosy lasts on the average eight to ten years.

b. Tuberculoid Leprosy

In tuberculoid leprosy, nerve changes dominate the
disease manifestation, while skin changes appear only as spots. First,
pain and fever episodes occur and during these attacks brownish patches
appear on the skin, lasting from a few days to years, and can disappear
and reoccur. Ultimately the peripheral nerve branches and main trunk
are attacked, with accompanying pain, paralysis, and muscle wasting.
Fingers become clawed, ulcers may develop, and fingers, toes, or whole
feet can be lost. Many victims of this type live to be very old, with
death the result of kidney disease or other problems of advanced age.

This type of leprosy lasts on the average twenty years at Ieast.4

4, Th. M. Vogelsang, "Gerhard Henrik Armauer Hansen, 1841-1912.
The discoverer of the leprosy bacillus. His life and his work."
International Journal of Leprosy And Other Mycobacterial Diseases 46,
no. 3 (July-September 1978): 278.
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lHl. Leprosy in Hawaii

A. First Appearance

The specific date at which leprosy arrived in the islands is not
known, nor is it certain by whom it was brought. As early as 1823
missionaries were noting "remediless and disgusting cases" that might
have involved some aspects of leprosy as well as syphilis. Dr. Arthur
St. M. Mouritz, physician at the leprosy settlement at Kalawao for a
period of four years, from 1884 to 1887, stated in 1916 that he felt there
was sufficient proof that leprosy was present to a moderate extent in

Hawail at least as early as 1830.1

The common Hawai'ian name for the disease was Ma'i-Pake, or
Chinese sickness. The association of the disease with the Chinese people
probably had to do either with the fact that an individual or individuals
of that race were noted to have the disease or simply that the Chinese
were familiar with it because they had often seen it in their own country.
There. is some belief that imported Chinese plantation laborers introduced
it to the isfands. Certainly, the possiblity exists that it came from any
one of numerous seafaring individuals who visited Honolulu harbor after
being recruited at the Azores, in Africa, Malaysia, and other seats of
endemic leprosy. Some sources have suggested that it was introduced by
a Hawai'ian chief who contracted it abroad and then spread it to others in
the 1840s, giving rise to another name for it, Ma'i Ali'i, royal malady (the

chief's sickness).2

1. A.A. St. M. Mouritz, "The Path of the Destroyer": A History of
Leprosy in the Hawaiian Islands and Thirty Years Research into the
Means by Which it has Been Spread (Honolulu: Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
Ltd., 1916), p. 30.

2. Ethel M. Damon, Siloama: The Church of the Healing Spring
(Honolulu: The Hawaiian Board of Missions, 1948), p. 6.
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B. Official Recognition of Leprosy as an Epidemic

1. Passage of "Act to Prevent the Spread of Leprosy," 1865

King Kamehameha Ii1 organized the first Board of Health
on December 13, 1850, at the advice of his Privy Council. The board
was charged with protecting the people's health and with taking measures
to cure them of epidemic diseases such as cholera. Although leprosy had
been present in the kingdom from the early part of his reign, no
discussion of it took place prior to the king's death in 1854. During
Kamehameha |V's reign, leprosy was not officially mentioned until April
1863, when William Hillebrand, the medical director of Queen's Hospital in

Honolulu, wrote that

Although it may not appear quite in place, | will here avail
myself of the opportunity to bring to your and the public's
attention a subject of great importance. [ mean the rapid
spread of that new disease, called by the natives "Mai Pake."
It is the genuine Oriental leprosy, as has become evident to me
from the numerous cases which have presented themselves at
the Hospital. . . . It will be the duty of the next Legislature
to- devise and carry out some efficient, and at the same time,
humane measure, by which the %solation of those affected with
this disease can be accomplished.

Upon Kamehameha V's ascéndancy, at a meeting of the
board on December 28, 1863, the subject of Ma'i-Pake was raised among
other matters of importance to the general health--its first official
discussion in that forum. At another meeting on February 10, 1864, it
was noted that leprosy was spreading on the other islands and a census
of victims around Honolulu was ordered so that the afflicted could be

examined by the medical members of the board to study the disease's

3. Dr. W. Hillebrand, Surgeon to the Queen's Hospital, quoted in Ralph
S. Kuykendall, The Hawaiian Kingdom, 1854-1874 (Honolulu: University
of Hawaii Press, 1953), p. 73.
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origin and questions of its transmission and her‘edi'cability.4 The subject

was discussed several times after that, and on August 10, 1864,

The subject of leprosy . . . was brought up before the Board,
and its spread among the people reported. Dr. Hillebrand
expressed his opinion that the disease is spreading. . . . The

doctor was of opinion that isolation was the only course by
which the spread of the disease could be arrested, and
recommended some valley as the most likely place to meet the
necessity.

Feeling at this time that there was sufficient cause for
alarm and that steps had to be taken to prevent the further spread of
the disease, the Legislative Assembly of the Hawai'ian Islands passed "An
Act to Prevent the Spread of Leprosy" in 1865, which King Kamehameha V
approved. This law provided for setting apart land for an establishment
for the isolation and seclusion of leprous persons who were thought
capable of spreading the disease. Every physician or other person with
knowledge of a case of leprosy had to report it to the proper sanitary
authorities. The law also required all police and district justices, when
requested, to arrest and deliver to the Board of Health any person
alleged to have leprosy so that he could be medically inspected and
thereafter removed to a place of treatment, or isolation if required. A
hospital for the treatment of patients in the incipient stages of the
disease would be established in an attempt to find a cure, but the Board
of Health also had the power to send all patients considered incurable or
capable of spreading the disease to a place of isolation. The Board of
Health was requested to keep the amounts of sums expended for the
leprosy program distinct from its general account of legislative

appropriations and to report to the legislature at each of its regular

4. Hawaiian Kingdom Board of Health, Leprosy in Hawaii. Extracts
from Reports of Presidents of the Board of Health, Government Physicians
and Others, And from Official Records, in Regard to Leprosy Before and
After the Passage of the "Act to Prevent the Spread of Leprosy,"
Approved January 3rd, 1865. The laws and Regulations in Regard to
Leprosy in the Hawaiian Kingdom. (Honolulu, H.i., 1886), pp. 5-6.

5. Ibid., pp. 7-8.
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sessions the expenditures, in detail, and other information regarding the

disease that would be of interest to the public.6

2. Establishment of Kalihi Hospital, Honolulu, and the

|solation Settlement on Moloka'i
On March 17, 1865, the Board of Health purchased for
$1,000 some land in Palolo Valley, Oahu, on which it intended to establish

temporary hospitals and dwellings for a leprosy colony that would
ultimately house about 300 persons. Under this plan, a special section
for severe cases would be set apart from the general settlement. Due to
protests by adjoining residents that the water of the stream in that valley
would become contaminated and thus unfit for their use, the land was
never used. Further discussions on the matter of what to do with
leprosy cases on June 10, 1865, resulted in two propositions. One was to
establish a settlement for both light and severe cases near Honolulu,
which would be simpler and less expensive and where the whole operation
could be more concentrated. According to this plan, a site a few miles
from town on the seashore, comprising about fifty acres, would
accommodate a settlement in which the severe cases and the general
settlement would be separated, each with its own hospital and dwellings.
The other proposition suggested establishing hospitals and cottages for
lighter cases in a place near the sea near Honolulu, about five to ten
acres in extent, and selecting a large tract on another island on which to
put the incurables.7

The peninsula on the northern shore of Moloka'i seemed
the most suitable spot for a leprosy settlement. Its southern side was
bounded by a pali--a vertical mountain wall of cliffs 1,800 to 2,000 feet
high, and its north, west, and east sides by the sea and precipitous

shores. Landings were possible in only two places, at Kalaupapa on the

6. See Appendix A for full text of "An Act to Prevent the Spread of
Leprosy," 1865.

7. Hawaiian Kingdom Board of Health, Leprosy in Hawaii, pp. 18-21.
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west side and at Kalawao on the east side of the peninsula, weather

permitting. Fruits, taro, potatoes, and other vegetables could be easily
grown on the flat land and in tributary canyons. Land was conducive to
livestock raising and the sea was full of fish. Water was available in a
stream running down Waikolu Valley to the east, a mile or more from
Kalawao. Other springs were available, such as in Waihanau Valley, but

at a considerable distance from the settlement.8

The latter proposition was viewed favorably by the Board
of Health. A lot at Kalihikai, about two miles from Honolulu, on the west
side of the harbor and adjacent to the seashore was decided Upon as a
hospital for light cases and as a temporary detention station for severe
cases of leprosy. A twelve-acre lot was purchased and hospital buildings
erected. It was known as the Kalihi Hospital and Detention Station and
opened for admission of patients on November 13, 1865. There all
persons alleged to be afflicted with leprosy would be inspected and
medically treated with a view toward effecting a cure. Proper attendance
and nursing would be provided. Thaose individuals found to suffer from
diseases other than leprosy would be given medicine and allowed to return
home or continue to receive medical treatment. All patients in an
advanced state of the disease, who were considered a possible health
menace by spreading the contagion, would be required to move to the
settlement at Kalaupapa on the island of Moloka'i where care would be

given them.g

8. R.W. Meyer, Agent, Board of Health. To His Excellency Walter M.
Gibson, President of the Board of Health. [Report of leper settlement for
past two years.] No date (ca. April 1, 1886). Hawaii State Archives,
Honolulu, pp. 2-3.

9. "Notice by the Board of Health," October 25, 1865, in Hawaiian
Kingdom Board of Health, Leprosy in Hawaii, pp. 29-30. Kalihi Hospital
operated for about ten years; it was finally closed by the Board of Health
in 1875 due to expensive upkeep, the difficulty of isolation, and its
failure to find a cure for leprosy. All persons suspected of having
leprosy were thereafter detained only until medical examiners could
confirm the presence of the disease. If they could, the afflicted were
sent immediately to Moloka'i. The detention station adjacent to the police
station on King Street in Honolulu remained open until 1881. A new
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3. The Effect of Enforced Isolation and QOther Social

Restrictions oh the Hawai'ians

Because leprosy was seen as highly contagious, and
because of the inability to effect a cure, complete isolation of the afflicted
was the policy determined upon by the Hawaiian Kingdom to prevent the
spread of the disease. For the benefit of the healthy, persons suspected
of leprosy were condemned to a life of virtual imprisonment on the
windward side of the island of Moloka'i. The concept of segregation was
completely alien to the fundamentals of Hawai'ian society and therefore
greatly resented. The duty assumed by the Board of Health was delicate
and difficult but deemed as essential for the public welfare. The forcible
separation of individuals from family and friends seemed harsh not only to
the victims and their relatives but to many not even affected by the
policy who did not believe the disease was contagious and who therefore
thought that such stringent measures as isolation were unnecessary.
Walter M. Gibson, president of the Board of Health and managing editor

of the Pacific Commercial Advertiser and the Hawaiian vernacular

newspaper Nuhou, wrote in the latter in 1873:

It [Ma'i-Paké] is spreading rapidly. There are 438 confirmed
lepers in Kalaupapa, and nearly as many more throughout the
Islands with manifest symptoms of the disease. The chief cause
of its increase lies in the native apathy. The healthy associate

9. (cont'd) hospital at Kaka'ako was dedicated on December 12, 1881,
on the east side of Honolulu harbor, on the seashore, about one mile
toward Diamond Head. This site became unsuitable when the high tides
inundated the area. About 1889 the buildings were moved back to the old
Kalihi Hospital site. The new complex was a detention station and
hospital where mild leprosy cases were treated and advanced ones sent to
Kalaupapa. Ultimately the Kalihi area was rezoned into an industrial
district, and the introduction of noxious elements proved detrimental to
the health and comfort of the patients. A more suitable physical plant
was needed also, because most of the buildings were in a state of
disrepair. In September 1946 an agreement was reached between the
Territory and the U.S. Government by which the former could use eleven
acres at Pearl City known as Naval Waimano Civilian Housing, together
with all buildings, improvements, and equipment thereon. Tubercular
patients from Leahi Hospital temporarily occupied the facility while
additions were being made to that structure. After those patients were

moved back to Leahi, all Kalihi patients were transferred to Pearl City on
October 12, 1949.
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' carelessly with the . . . victims. The most awful conditions of
the disease neither scare nor disgust. . . . The horror of this
living death has no terror for Hawaiians, and therefore they
have need more than any other people of a coercive segregation
of those having contagious diseases. Some people consider this
enforced isolation as a violence to personal r‘ightsTO It is so, no
doubt, but a violence in behalf of human weifare.

Adding to the complexity of the situation was the fact that
this immense health problem took the kingdom by surprise. Already
overwhelmed within the past few years by an influx of foreigners, new
industries, and a variety of drastic changes to their religion and
lifeways, the Hawaiian population was declining rapidly. The drop in
population was accompanied by "a mass psychological deter‘ior'ation“11 that
was evidenced by a lack of social identity resulting in scepticism of the
past and difficulty in adjusting to the present. By the latter part of the
nineteenth century, what had once been a happy, carefree, and generous
people were facing not only the problems of culture clash but were torn
asunder by the effects of a disease "that, more than any other, embodied
and symbolized the disastrous consequences-- biological and culturai--of

contact between the Hawaiian Islands and the rest of the wor‘ld.”12

Measures taken by the board to combat the spread of
leprosy were highly unpopular, for they were seen as penalties upon
individuals afflicted by something beyond their control. Leprosy victims
were ordered to turn themselves in for inspection. The energetic pursuit
of sick individuals was a great blow to their friends and relatives. The

10. Walter M. Gibson, "The Lepers and Their Home on Molokai," Nuhou
(Honolulu, H.l.), March 14, 1873, in ibid., pp. 188-89.

1. Gerrit P. Judd IV, Hawaii: An Informal History (New York: Collier
Books, 1961), p. 38.

12. State Historic Preservation Office, Hawaii Register of Historic Places
form, Kalaupapa Leprosy Settlement, survey carried out by Gavan Daws
and Larry Miller, September 1974, p. 5.
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Illustration 1. Map of Honolulu showing locations of Kalihi and Kaka'ako

hospitals and the detention station. From Mouritz, " Path of the
Destroyer," p. 31. ‘
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high degree of sociability among Hawai'ians more or less preordained that
those banished to Moloka'i would be doomed to lives of despair. Rather
than be transported to die far from home, the afflicted preferred to
suffer and die surrounded by friends and family. Parents refused to let
their children go, husbands and wives resisted separation, and old people
implored to live out their days where they had spent their lives. Many
took refuge in the countryside in ravines and caves or homes of friends,
where they were sought after by the police who had been empowered by
the Board of Health to seek out the unfortunates. Victims and their
family and friends resorted to violence against the authorities in an
attempt to stop the manhunts. Eventually official force was successful,
however, and before the end of 1866, more than one hundred victims
were driven on board ship at Honolulu for the voyage to Moloka'i.
Descriptions of the departure of the victims are heart-rending to read,
such as Lawrence M. Judd's first exposure to the isolation procedures as

a young boy:

The sun was high, but the trade wind's edge tempered the heat

as | sped on my bicycle down Nuuanu Avenue toward the
harbor. The spokes hummed a tune, and my spirits
rose.

Eager for a look at the [military] transports, | turned off .
into the Esplanade. On the waterfront a crowd of people milled
about an interisland cattleboat moored a few piers on the Ewa
side of the transport Henderson. Sections of white picket fence
stood as a barrier before the interisland pier. A large closed
van . . . stood inside the barrier. Outside were perhaps a
score of people, men and women--all Hawaiians it seemed from a
distance. Several policemen and a group of pier police stood
by the gangplank of the cattleboat.

As the trade wind faltered | heard a wail from the group,
indicating trouble of some kind.

One who has not heard Hawaiians express their grief can hardly
gain from any description any idea of its poignancy.

But more than a ritualistic dirge was coming from the group of
Hawaiians at the whitewashed barrier. They clung to the
pickets, their bodies rocking, as they gave way to spasms of

grief. Their cries seemed almost unbearably agonizing; | went
closer.
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Some of the faces were familiar. . . . Many clung to the
barrier, at intervals raising faces wet with tears, then bowed
their heads. A woman in a white shirtwaist and a flowing black
skirt bent over the barrier, her face invisible, her shoulders
shaking. A small girl turned a wet terrified face up to me.

I saw a wuniformed figure | knew and backed off in his
direction. . . . "Bosun," | said, "who are they?" He nodded
at the van. "Kalaupapa," he said.

The rear doors of the van were thrown open and a health
department officer lowered the steps. Down them, in the
bright sunlight, descended an elderly Hawaiian woman.

Her eyes swept the crowd behind the barrier and fixed upon

the woman with the little girl. She raised her hand in a
gesture of farewell. "It's her daughter," | thought, "and her
grandchild."

The daughter, if so she was, stood erect, and returned the
gesture. . . . The mother did not try to approach the
barrier, but turned . . . and walked steadily to the gangplank

of the cattleboat.
Behind her others now were emerging from the van.

Next came a young woman leading a little girl. As these two
appeared, the crowd, which had been momentarily silent, burst
again into a long wail. In one hand the woman held her skirt
from the steps of the van. The other led the child, who put
both feet firmly on one step before taking another. On the
pier, they looked at the crowd. Suddenly the little girl began
to cry, dabbing her eyes with her free hand.

The mother took a handkerchief, wiped the child's eyes, and
tucked it into the neck of the girl's dress. As they turned
toward the gangplank the kerchief fluttered and dropped to the
pier.

A new wail arose from the friends and relatives who had come
to say farewell.

I wanted to cry myself, without knowing why. . . . "Bosun,"
| asked, "who are they?" '"Dey go to Molokai," he said, '"to
Kalaupapa, below de cliffs. Dere dey stay. Dare dey die."
"But why?" "They have leprosy."

Attendants were now carrying baskets and boxes of personal
goods from the van to the vessel.

The last guard appeared from the van carrying a straw
carryall. He stopped where the white handkerchief, dropped
by the little girl, fluttered on the planking. He took a sheet
of newspaper in one hand, dropped it over the handkerchief,
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crumpled it into a ball with his gloved hand, and stowed it in
the carryall he carried.

I turned away.

The transports with their cargoes of blue-clad men1§100r'ed by
the coaling wharf held no more lure for me that day.

Not surprisingly, the Hawai'ian language soon came up with another name
for leprosy--""Ma'i-ho'oka'awale," Disease of Exile or Separation. It has
also been referred to as ma'i-ho'oka‘awale ‘'ohana, the

Disease-that-tears-families-apart.

In addition to legally enforcing the separation of families,
the Hawai'ian government ultimately made special reference to leprosy in
laws pertaining to marriage, divorce, estate and income taxes, claims
against estates, absentee balloting, employment rights, pensions,
separation of infants from mothers, penalties for concealing victims of
leprosy, and in numerous other aspects of life. Fully aware of the
trauma it was causing in society at large, the government nonetheless
fully expected that isolating sources of the contamination on a distant
island would cause the disease to die out among the general population.
Such was not to be the case, primarily because it was impossible through
the years to isolate all those who had the disease. Because of the long
incubation period between infection and the development of outward
symptoms, early diagnosis was difficult. By the 1870s leprosy attained
epidemic proportions in Hawai'i, reaching a peak around 1890 when more
than one thousand people resided at Kalaupapa, around two percent of
the Hawai'ian population. Not until 1940 was it determined that the
disease was not renewing itself among the general population. In 1946
sulfone drugs began to be used on leprosy patients in Hawai'i, initiating
a treatment that did not demand the physical isolation of the sick.

13. Lawrence M. Judd, Lawrence M. Judd & Hawaii [An Autobiography]
(Rutland, Vt.: Charles E. Tuttle Company, 1971), pp. 23-26.
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In addition to establishing Kalihi Hospital and Kalaupapa

leprosy settlement, the government took other steps in an attempt to
drive this scourge from their shores. The speed with which the disease
spread and the consequent frantic efforts to stave its course greatly
taxed the limited financial resources of this small island kingdom. Men of
experience were called in to assist with research on the disease.
Information from abroad was sought and inquiries of specialists made in
an effort to enable the government to deal as humanely as possible with
the problem. Remedies of all kinds were pursued, but nothing was

successful.

Leprosy would play a major role in the social, political,

legal, and moral life of Hawai'i from 1865 on:

It is only natural that a policy which involves the expenditure
of a large part of the public revenues and the employment of a
considerable number of persons, and that deals directly with a
very large proportion of the families of the Islands, should
have played a considerable part in politics, and ,Hi‘nat this has
happened in relation to leprosy is beyond a doubt.

During the years in which the kingdom and territory strove to find a
successful method of treatment, a montage of pictures depicting the harsh
realities of the situation were indelibly stamped on the consciousness of
the islands and of the world. Never to be forgotten were the forcible
removal of Hawaiians of all ages from their homes, the heart-wrenching
partings of parents and children and husbands and wives at the
waterfront, the excited grasping at each new imported "cure," and the
difficult process of coming to grips with the stigma of being a "leper."
One of the most agonizing periods of the entire story was about to
commence with the arrival of a boatload of leprosy victims at Moloka'i in
the year 1866. For they were arriving at a real hell on earth, known as

Kalawao.

14. '"Leprosy in Hawaii--An Official Report," The Pacific Commercial
Advertiser, June 28, 1913, Letterbook of news clippings, 1907-29, Hawaii
State Archives, Honolulu.
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IV. The Island of Moloka'i

A. Formation of Moloka'i

The island of Moloka'i lies twenty-five miles southeast of O'ahu.
It is the fifth largest island in the Hawaiian chain with an area of 261.1
square miles. During the Tertiary period, two separate islands, West and
East Moloka'i, rose above sea level. As the islands grew and began to
merge, lava from a caldera that formed on East Moloka'i gradually began
to fill the channel between the islands, forming Ho'olehua plain. This
area was submerged in late Pliocene or early Pleistocene time, separating
the landform again into two islands. Later in the Pleistocene epoch,
renewed volcanic activity on East Moloka'i resulted in formation of
Makanalua volcano (of which Kauhako Crater remains), whose lava flow
formed the Kalaupapa peninsula. Eventually the plain between East and
West Moloka'i re-emerged and the island again took shape along its

present configuration. 1

Moloka'i measures about thirty-eight miles long by a maximum of
ten miles wide. "Topside" Moloka'i, as the part of the island excluding
Kalaupapa peninsula is referred to, consists to the east of a range of
high, jagged mountains culminating in 4,970-foot high Kamakou Peak.
Narrow valleys open to the sea on the southeastern edge. A low plain
separates this section from Mauna Loa, a tableland at the western end of
the island that reaches an altitude of 1,380 feet. Riddled by guiches, it
is. much drier than the rest of the island. Most of the present ranching
and agricultural activities are concentrated in the drier southern and

western lowlands.

B. Formation of Kalaupapa Peninsula

Stretching from the east end of the island west along the north
shore for a distance of more than twenty miles are some of the most

spectacular seaside cliffs found anywhere in the world. Ranging in

1. Catherine C. Summers, Molokai: A Site Survey, Pacific
Anthropological Records No. 14 (Honolulu: Bernice P. Bishop Museum,
1971), p. 1.
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height from 1,250 to 3,500 feet and higher, these verdant pali are made
even more beautiful by the presence of innumerable waterfalls. The
promontory with which the story of leprosy in Hawaii is so closely
intertwined is situated about in the middle of the north shore of Moloka'i.
Here the last independent phase of volcanic activity on the island created
a flat tongue of land isolated from 'topside" Moloka'i by the fortresslike
cliffs. This peninsula comprises 3,500 acres of flat land on which the
early leprosy settlement was located, accessible from the rest of the
island only by means of trails cut into the pali. Three streams--Waikolu,
wai'ale'ia, and Waihanau--draining north onto and just east of the
promontory, have cut large valleys into the mountain range. Easternmost
waikolu Valley (3,400 acres) once served as a source of food for early
native inhabitants and later for the leprosy victims.

Highest point on the peninsula is Kauhakd Crater, about 500
feet above sea level and forming a central dividing ridge. It contains a
lake of brackish water connected subterraneously with the ocean. Soil on
the peninsula is fertile. Underneath the volcanic ash and decomposed
lava is a bed of hard volcanic rock of which occasional outcroppings can
be seen and which forms a steep solid barrier against the sea to the
north and east. The beach can be reached at Kalawao to the east and at
Kalaupapa to the west. The Kalaupapa side is well protected, receives
more direct sunlight, and has a good climate. On the Kalawao side,
tireless assaults are made on the headlands by northeast trade winds.
The cliffs cut off sun in the early afternoon and chilly rains often fall.
The climate there becomes cold, rainy, and penetrating. Such conditions
are intolerable for leprosy victims, who are extremely sensitive to
temperature changes.

C. Early Population of Moloka'i

The population of Moloka'i around the time of Captain Cook's
arrival in the islands has been roughly estimated at 10,500 people. In

1832 the island missionary estimated that, based on a census recently
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taken by teachers, there were at least 6,000 inhabitants on the island.2

The primary occupations were farming and fishing. Many people lived on
the east end of the southern coast of the island, the shoreline of which
was ringed by a large number of fishponds. The low floodplains there
were used for agricultural purposes. Only a scattered population was
found in the central part of the island, while activity in the extreme
western plateau portion was confined to cultivation of the sweet potato
and offshore and deep sea fishing by a very small group of people. On
the northern edge of the island, the population was found in Halawa
Valley (in 1836, 500 people), and in Wailau (100-200 people), Pelekunu
(200+ people), and Waikolu valleys, and on the Kalaupapa peninsula
(2,700, probably including Waikolu).

The days of these early Hawai'ians were spent in acquiring food
and building shelters, in constructing heiau for public worship, and in
participation in various games, such as konane, or in sports such as
bowling or watching the ali'i participate in holua sliding. Early
Hawai'ians living on or near the peninsula enjoyed swimming out to one of
the islets (Okala or Mokapu) near the shore and jumping off the heights,
suspended from parachutes braided out of palm leaves, to be carried over
the water by the strong trade winds--a form of early-day hang-gliding.
There is also mention of boys at Kalaupapa being skilled surf riders.
Inhabitants of the area are known to have journeyed to the nearer
islands--Maui and O'ahu--in dugout canoes, probably for social as well as
trading pur‘poses.3 Other older Hawai'ians, especially those living in
Pelekunu Valley, usually made summer migrations for food gathering and
visiting purposes. Kalawao and Kalaupapa provided good fishing grounds

where provisions could be laid in for the winter'.4

2. Report of the Station at Kaluaaha Molokai from the 7th of Nov. 1832
to June 1st 1833, in Molokai Station Reports, 1833-1849, American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Hamilton Library, University of
Hawaii, Honolulu, p. 10.

3. Summers, Molokai: A Site Survey, pp. ix, 3-4, 194; George Paul
Cooke, Moolelo O Molokai: A Ranch Story of Molokai (Honolulu: Honolulu
Star-Bulletin, 1949), p. 117.

4. Damon, Siloama, p. 27.

27




V. Kalaupapa Peninsula

A. Land and Political Divisions

The largest division of land under the early Hawaiian land
system was the island, each of which was further divided into several
geographical districts or mokus. These were divided for landholding
purposes into ahupua'as, each of which was ruled by either a chief or a
konohiki (headman). These units varied in size from a hundred acres to
several thousand.1 At the time of Cook's discovery of Hawai'i, the main
islands comprised several independent kingdoms. Each king owned all the
lands in his jurisdiction. Below him were his warrior chiefs and at the

bottom of the social and economic strata were the tenant-commoners.

Prior to 1859 Moloka'i was divided into at least two
districts--Kona (to the east) and Ko'olau. The ahupua'as in the western
portion of the Kona district--from Kamalo on the southern coast
westward--were fairly large parcels. From Kamalo east, where the
population was much denser, the ahupua'as became smaller and narrower
and, therefore, more numerous. The Ko'olau district contained seven
ahupua'as, four of which covered large valleys and surrounding mountains
(Halawa, Wailau, Pelekunu, and Waikolu) and three of which were found
on Kalaupapa peninsula (lllustration 1).2 These latter three sections
were referred to as Kalaupapa (“Leafy Plain" or '"Flat Plain", "Much level
land"), site of the present settlement on the west side of the peninsula;
Makanalua ("Given Grave" or "Pit", referring to use of the lake in
Kauhako Crater as a burial place), a strip in the center of the peninsula
stretching from the pali through the crater to the ocean; and Kalawao
("Leafy Wilderness", "Mountain Area") on the eastern side of the

. 3
peninsula.

1. Jon J. Chinen, The Great Mahele: Hawaji's Land Division of 1848
(Honolulu: The University Press of Hawaii, 1958), p. 3.

2. Summers, Molokai: A Site Survey, p. 213.

3. According to an 1885 article, Kalawao and Kalaupapa were ancient
Hawai'ian names--Kalawao being a district name and Kalaupapa a local one.
Kalawao was an old ahupua'a belonging to the ancient chiefs of Moloka'i.
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in 1859 the Kona and Ko'olau district designations were dropped

and the entire island became the Moloka'i district. The first village
established for leprosy victims in 1866 was at the site of Kalawao on the
east side of the peninsula, and this name referred to the settlement in
general. Wwith the start of development on the west side of the
promontory at Kalaupapa and its eventual eclipse of Kalawao as the center
of settlement in the early 1900s, the settlement and peninsula as a whole
were referred to as Kalaupapa. In 1909 a division was made into Moloka'i
and Kalawao districts. The area including Kalaupapa, Kalawao, and
Waikolu comprises Kalawao district, which is also Kalawao County, while

the rest of Moloka'i (Moloka'i district) is part of Maui County.

B. Settlements
Moloka'i was not widely mentioned in accounts by early
travelers. From the various sketchy descriptions of the distribution of
early settlement on the Kalaupapa peninsula, it would appear that there
was one main village of Kalaupapa, where the leprosy settlement is located

today, and at least two smaller hamlets or villages, near the mouth of

Waikolu Valley and at Kalawao, where the original leprosy settlement was
located. Arthur Mouritz mentioned in 1886 that three-quarters of a mile
seaward of Kalaupapa lay the small village of Tliopi'i. He also mentions
the village of Makanalua placed close in to the mountains midway between
Kalaupapa and Kalawao. Immediately seaward of that village rose the

Kauhako cr‘ater'.4

3. (cont'd) Its name, meaning 'hog" and "dress", probably meant that
it was held subject to a yearly tribute to the superior chief of a lard hog
and a robe. "Molokai--Description of the Leper Colony on This lIsland,"

Pacific Commercial Advertiser IV, no. 364 (Nov. 6, 1885).

4. Mouritz, "Path of the Destroyer," p. 359. Father Albert Montiton,
in charge of the Catholic Mission at Kalaupapa from 1882 to 1885, took
care of the needs and welfare of the leprosy victims at Kalaupapa and
lliopi'i, both of which at that time were sparsely settled. Ibid., p. 251.
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C. Agriculture

Kalaupapa was famous as a sweet potato locality, as well as for

supporting a variety of other crops, at least as early as 1857:

These are sweet potatoes from ancient times . . . . There are
nineteen varieties. . . . Of the dark varieties previously
mentioned, only three are good. . . . These three . . . are
much sold at Kalaupapa with the addition of some white and
dark sweet potatoes. The likolehua and halonaipu [dark
varieties] when ready to be sold are heaped at the seaport like
bruised mountain apples on the beach. . . . Kalaupapa is a
good land because the crops planted are successful and the
gain is large. . . . Many sweet potatoes are being planted
now, four or five patches to each man. Most of the crops are
watermelons, and some small and big beans and onions. Be on
the watch, you traders, for Kalaupapa is the best in all the
islands for good pgices and fast work. All the California ships
come to Kalaupapa.

The quotation implies an active trade with the western seacoast
of the United States. It is known that at Kualapu'u on "topside," central
Moloka'i, Father C.B. Andrews of the Sandwich Islands Mission raised
wheat and Irish potatoes to supply California miners during the Gold

Rush.6

The sweet potato flourished in less favored localities than other
crops and was quick to mature. It thrived in relatively dry soil.
Potatoes were usually steamed in the jacket and eaten but were sometimes
peeled, mashed, and mixed with water to make sweet potato poi. 'Uala
'awa'awa (sour or fermented potato) is a beer made of the sweet potato--a
recipe possibly introduced from New England. Sweet potato vines and

foliage made excellent hog feed. Hogs were also fattened on the potatoes

5. E.S. Craighill Handy, The Hawaiian Planter, Volume |: His Plants,
Methods and Areas of Cultivation, Bernice P. Bishop Museum Bulletin 161
(Honolulu:  Published by the Museum, 1940; New York: Kraus Reprint
Co., 1971), p. 158.

6. Cooke, Mooleio O Molokai, p. 37.
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IHlustration 2. Kalaupapa peninsula, showing the three ahupua'as or
sections of land--Kalaupapa, Makanalua, and Kalawao. Note village of
lliopi'i on western shore. From Mouritz, "Path of the Destroyer," p. 67,
courtesy Anwei V. Skinsnes. ‘
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themselves. Sweet potatoes were used medicinally and also ceremonially

by the natives.7

The deep valleys on the north coast of Moloka'i, with their flat
floors and sloping sides, were ideal in ancient times for the construction
of terraces on which wet-taro was cultivated. Wet, or water, taro is
planted along streams or ditches or in artifically leveled terraces in which
the plants are kept submerged under water. Historically taro was
probably first planted near springs, along streambeds, or in marshes fed
by springs. The planting areas were gradually widened on the more level
ground around springs and along lower stream courses, and water was
diverted to them in ditches. Gradually the beds and irrigation systems
grew larger, and more elaborate terraces were constructed. Wet taro
areas were found by archeologists in several valleys on the south coast
and in Halawa, Wailau, and Pelekunu valleys on the northern coast.
There were some small wet-taro sections in Waikolu Valley, while other
terraces were found on the slopes watered by Wai'alé'ia stream. These
latter were cultivated for a while as part of a project to make the leprosy

settlement self-sustaining. It is thought there probably were wet patches
below Waihanau Valley aIso.8

Poi, a starchy derivative of the taro plant, was the staple diet
item of the Hawai'ian people in older times. It was prepared for use by
thorough cooking and then pounding it to a pulp. The hard mass
produced by pounding is called 'ai pa‘a. Dried and wrapped in ti-leaf
packets to resemble small bricks, it is referred to as pa'i 'ai. For
transport, the stiff paste was wrapped in larger cylindrical packets
covered with ti-leaf wrappings and sometimes additionally covered by a

pandanus leaf. Adding water to the pa'i 'ai forms a thick paste known as

7. E.S. Craighill Handy and Elizabeth Green Handy, Native Planters in
Old Hawaii: Their Life, Lore, and Environment, Bernice P. Bishop
Museum Bulletin 233 (Honolulu: Bishop Museum Press, 1972), p. 75;
Handy, Hawaiian Planter, Volume |, pp. 150-51.

8. Handy, Hawaiian Planter, Volume 1, pp. 9-10, 102.
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poi. Thus prepared, it is eaten with one or two fingers, depending on
the consistency. It was a simple and nutritious food and especially
preferred after the fermentative process had begun. Hawai'ians
considered taro superior to sweet potatoes because the hard dry cakes of
pa'i 'ai would keep for long periods of time and because poi from taro
soured slowly while sweet potato poi would ferment after only a few days.
Taro also served more purposes--as food, medicine, and in ritual~-than

did the sweet pota’co.9

Small amounts of other native crops were also grown in the
small cultivated fields on the peninsula and in the valleys. After the
leprosy settlement was established, the lands were poorly farmed or
neglected due either to the inexperience of the people in growing crops,
their lack of interest in farming, or to physical disabilities. Changing
eating habits meant that eventually the taro lands were abandoned and

they were quickly overgrown by aggressive exotic brush plants.

The peninsula looked very different in the early days, for it
was barren of trees, had heavily wooded cliffs, and the plain was covered
with Bermuda grass. All this has changed due to overgrazing, the
planting of trees, firewood gathering, and overgrowth by exotic species
that have crowded out the native grasses. The Board of Hospitals and
Settlement, after July 1, 1931, considered planting a major factor in
beautifying the settlement and providing windbreaks. Ironwood, coconut
palm, papaya, bougainvillea, hibiscus, and a wide variety of native flora

were introduced during that time.

9. Handy and Handy, Native Planters in OIld Hawaii, pp. 75, 112.
According to the Handys, p. 112,

The expressions ‘"one-finger poi," "“two-finger poi," and
"three-finger poi" are modernisms. To eat poi with three
fingers was piggish. For a woman it was proper to eat with
two fingers. Men ate with one or two as they pleased.
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D. wild Animals and Livestock

In addition to their principal food item, poi, early Hawai'ians
ate roast pig, cooked over hot stones, as well as many kinds of fish and
fruit. There were no cattle on Moloka'i in 1832, but a year later there
were 200 head, probably belonging to the chiefs, wandering unrestrained.
Mention was found of more than 100 animals in the area from Kalaupapa to
Waikolu--cattle, horses, donkeys, and mules--thriving on the Bermuda

grass. It is well known that hogs were r‘aised.m

Ancestors of the Axis deer, a spotted deer from India, which
roam wild on the peninsula today, were a present from the Hawaiian
Consul in Hong Kong to the King of Hawaii in 1867. Kamehameha V
loosed the animals on Moloka'i, where, due to a prohibition on hunting
them, they increased rapidly. (Moloka'i was reportedly Kamehameha V's
favorite island to which he could slip away from the affairs of state.)

Changes in diet at the leprosy settlement and new patients who
wanted more variety than poi and fish afforded forced the Board of
Health to consider new foods. Dairy cattle were impacted in and for a
time milk was given to the residents. This practice was ultimately
abandoned and the cattle roamed at will. Beef cattle were imported in
hopes of providing food with little care. Horses not used for farming any
more were allowed to wander freely also. There were no fences for
animal control and the land was soon overgrazed. Because it became
difficult to get animals fat enough to slaughter, there was little meat
production, and beef usually had to be shipped in.

E. Archeological Remains of Early Inhabitants

Kalaupapa peninsula today is covered with prehistoric and

historical archeological sites. Limited archeological work has been done

10. Cooke, Moolelo O Molokai, p. 45; Handy, Hawaiian Planter, Volume |,
p. 158; Dedication of the Kapiolani Home for Girls, the Offspring of Leper
Parents, at Kakaako, Oahu, by their Malest|es King Kalakaua and Queen
Kaglolam, and Description of the Leper Settlement on the Island of
Molokai (Honolulu: Advertiser Steam Print, 1885), p. 35. -
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on the peninsula proper, but major archeological opportunities still exist.

Available sources on the subject were compiled and used by Catherine C.
Summers in her 1971 site survey of the island. Twenty pre-contact
period sites were listed as having been found on the peninsula. Sixteen
were religious sites, including eleven heiau, two were cave sites, one a
hdlua slide, and one a village complex. A Bishop Museum survey team in
1974, working on the Statewide Inventory of Historic Places, found and

identified only four of these sites.

National Park Service archeologists Ed Ladd and Gary Somers
after close study of aerial photographs and brief field inspections of parts

of the peninsula, concluded

that although little of the previously recorded resource base
remains, a targe number of archeological features that have
never been recorded exist in all parts of KALA. Resources
ranging from agricultural wind breaks to substantial walis to
house platforms have been noted throughout the peciilnsula and
in all three valleys (Waihanau, Waialeia and Waikolu).

Because identification and recordation of the park's resources is
essential to ensure compliance with Executive Order 1159'3, "Protection
and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment,” and the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1980, archeological surveys will be funded whenever
possible. Title IV of PL 94-518 (1976) authorizes National Park Service
participation in the preservation of cultural resources on the peninsula,
although the land is still under a variety of ownerships. An archeological
study was initiated in 1983 in association with development of a water well
in Waihanau Valley and laying of a distribution line from there to water
tanks and the settlement. Goals of the study were to survey and map
resources in those areas to be impacted by development of the water line,

to establish a permanent N-S/E-W grid system for a base map that could

11. Gary Somers and Edmund J. Ladd, "Project Design; Archeological
Inventory Resources for Kalaupapa Well and Distribution System,
Kalaupapa National Historical Park," 1983, Pacific Area Office, National
Park Service, Honolulu, p. 1.
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eventually be used for the entire peninsula, and to obtain a better idea
of the extent and type of archeological resources in the park and present

findings in a professional r'epor‘t.‘I2

As of January 1, 1984, a variety of archeological features had
been identified within the survey area: house sites, walled enclosures or
exclosures, agricultural terraces, retaining walls, cemeteries and burial
places, a heiau, a possible hélua, as well as a large, multi-room, walled

str‘uctur'e.1

The most prevalent archeological remains on the peninsula are
the dry-laid stone walls that are seen everywhere, from the less
vegetated areas near the ocean stretching clear back onto the steep land
rising toward the pali. Some of these are probably old land division
walls, delineating ahupua'as, or kuleanas, ilis, or moos--further land
subdivisions that had carefully defined boundaries. Walls were built as
stones were cleared from the ground prior to planting and thrown up
along the sides of the fields, thereby separating cultivable patches of
land or defining individual holdings. Stone fences served as exclosures
to keep animals out of cultivated and living areas and may have been
used occasionally as pens, although it appears animals usually ran
unrestrained. Windbreaks appear as mile upon mile of low parallel stone
walls and are especially visible on the northern and eastern coasts near
the ocean where they served to shelter sweet potato plants from the
strong northern trade winds. Some of the wall construction was done

during the historic period. The entire peninsula was utilized,

and so dense was the population and so precious appears to
have been the land, that little clearances, about a yard square,

12. 1bid.

13. Gary Somers, "Kalaupapa, Package 107, Reconstruct Water System,
Phase 1l, Archeological Survey Progress Report, Through December 23,
1983," typescript, p. 2.
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are carved along tq% rocky sides of the crater of Kahukoo [sic]
to its very summit.

Some remains that appear to be small square living quarters on the
peninsula, associated with the sweet potato planting, may have served as
temporary shelters for workers during periods of bad weather or intense

labor.

More difficult to find because of the extensive overgrowth of
Christmas berry, lantana, and Java plum, are the old Hawai'ian cemeteries
and temples. Thousands of people have been buried on the peninsula,
during both the pre-leprosy and leprosy settlement periods. Historic
cemeteries are associated with Siloama and St. Philomena churches at
Kalawao and line the seashore between Kalaupapa settlement and the
airport. A large old cemetery is located adjacent to the road to Kalawao,
on the south side, just southeast of the earthen water reservoir. Other
early Hawai'ian burials can be found scattered over the peninsula, and
some can be seen on the crater rim. Summers, in her 1971 site survey,
notes the reported locations of several heiau, with remains ranging from

stone pavements to stone platforms, and of other ceremonial sites.

Results of the Park Service 1983-84 field work and an overview
of the archeological resources on the peninsula--including theories on land
use, settlement patterns, and the distribution of archeological
features--were published by the National Park Service in 1985 in a
professional report (see Somers citation in bibliography). As
archeological sites are identified and evaluated, they will be nominated to
the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with Executive
Order 11593 and the National Historic Preservation Act of 1980. In the

meantime the National Park Service is exercising caution in all

14. Dedication of the Kapiolani Home for Girls, 1885, containing "Molokai.
Description of the Leper Colony on this Island," by Robert J. Creighton,
Editor, Pacific Commercial Advertiser, p. 36.
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rehabilitation/restoration/reconstruction work to ensure that archeological

resources are not destroyed or altered.

F. Early Missionary Work
1. Moloka'i Station Established

In 1832, twelve vyears after initiation of the Sandwich
Islands Mission, a young New England minister, the Reverend Harvey R.
Hitchcock, was sent with his wife to christianize the natives of Moloka'i.
They established the first Christian mission at Kalua'aha, on the
southeastern shore of the island, probably then the area of densest
population. Despite Kalaupapa's distance from that station, its residents
often climbed the pali or came by sea to attend church meetings. Around
1836-37 the missionary reported that "at Kalaupapal,] a populous district
on the windward side of the istand and about thirty miles from the
station[,] a school of 160 scholars might be collected immediately were

there a teacher to superintend it.”15

2. Kalaupapa Sub-Station Established

Hitchcock held a three-day meeting at Kala'e, on the cliffs
above Kalaupapa, in 1838, which was attended by many from the
peninsula and the northern valleys. (An out-station of the Kalua'aha
mission was established there around 1840.) In 1839 a Hawai'ian
missionary teacher named Kanakaokai was stationed on the peninsula.
Hitchcock noted on a tour of the island in August of that year that a
large stone meetinghouse had been constructed at Kalaupapa with a
thatched house for the missionary. Adjacent to the house was a field
where cotton was planted to be used at a missionary spinning and
weaving school at Lahaina, Maui. Hitchcock also mentioned that people

living in Pelekunu were part of the Kalaupapa congregation.16

15. Report of the Station Kaluaha [sic] for 1836-37, in Molokai Station
Reports, 1833-1849, p. 20.

16. Damon, Siloama, pp. 50-51.
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In 1841 the population of Kalaupapa, probably including
Waikolu Valley, was about 700 persons, of which 30 were church members.
Hitchcock noted that "There are considerable comfortable accommodations
for a family there[,] a large native house walled in--The meeting house is

i Evidently some of the natives were already Catholics and quite

large."
hostile to the Protestants. Hitchcock requested that two families be sent
to Kalaupapa because "efforts are already making to get a Popish priest

ther‘e."18

By 1847 the first Kalaupapa stone meetinghouse had been
replaced with a more substantial structure measuring twenty-eight by
seventy feet. Also another missionary, the Reverend C.B. Andrews, had
been assigned as assistant to Hitchcock on Moloka'i. A wave of religious
enthusiasm appears to have swept over the island about that time. In
1848 the station of Kalua'aha reported that "Since last general meeting
and principally during the last year[,] meeting houses have been built in
Kalaupapa, Wailau, Pelekunu, Puahonui [ sic] and Kameloo.”19 These
houses of worship that were erected in all the principal areas of the
island, including the northern valleys, were of the same basic
architectural style--stone laid wup in mud-mortar, plastered, and
whitewashed, with substantial roofs and doors and glass windows. They

differed from each other primarily in size.
In 1851 it was recorded that

The People at Kalaupapa who have but recently finished a stone
house--60 by 30 feet, are now engaged in collecting funds for a
new and more durable one[,] intending to devote the old one to

17. Report of the Station Kaluaaha [1841], [Hitchcock,] in Molokai
Station Reports, No. 2, 1839-1863, Hawaiian Mission Children's Society,
Honolulu, pp. 5-6.

18. Kaluaaha Ap 26 - 1842, [Hitchcock,] in ibid., p. 7.

19. Report of Station of Kaluaha 1848, in Molokai Station Reports,
1833-1849, p. 25.
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the use of the school. They ha\é% a bell paid for which has
cost them 170(?) dollars --. .o

3. Calvinist Church of 1853 Built
in 1853

The meeting house roof at Kalaupapa where the people have a
bell has fallen down. The event was | believe a joyful one, for
now they have resolved to put up a handsome stone building,
laid yp in lime mortar, instead of their present walls laid in
mud.

The Kalaupapa church members reportedly cut coral rock from the nearby
reef and burned it in kilns to melt into lime for the mortar used in

cementing the lava rocks into the church walls.22

The new stone church was built on a plot of land referred
to as the King's Acre and similar to many granted by King Kamehameha
11 in 1850 throughout the islands to be used for church and/or school
ac’civities.23 The building was undoubtedly used heavily by the early
inhabitants of the peninsula, but not by the leprosy victims who lived on
the other side of the promontory. Not only were most of them unable to
travel that far, due to various infirmities and physical disabilities, but
most of them were more concerned with everyday survival than the
regular practice of religion during the earliest years of the settlement.
The pastors of Siloama Church at Kalawao lived at Kalaupapa, probably in
the parsonage of the old stone church. Around 1882 the roof, belfry,

and church bell were blown off during a severe kona wind. After

20. Hitchcocks Report of Kaluaaha 1851, in Molokai Station Reports,
No. 2, 1839-1863, p. 3.

21. Report of Molokai. Church, During the years 1853. &, 4., [C.B.
Andrews], in ibid., p. 1.

22. Damon, Siloama, pp. 55-56.

23. Ibid., p. 56.
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standing roofless for several years, the structure was converted by the

government into a jail sometime prior to 1900. The graves surrounding
the old church were leveled and the grounds were enclosed by a high
stone wall. Later another jail was built. The high wall around the old
church was torn down and the structure had been converted to a

warehouse by 1948.
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Illustration 3. Old stone church (peaked roof) in use as jail, Kalaupapa,
Moloka'i, ca. 1895. Courtesy Hawaii State Archives, Honolulu.

Ilustration 4. Old stone church (jail) in use.as repair shop, 1930s.
Courtesy Kalaupapa Historical Society, Kalaupapa.
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Ilustration 5. Old stone church in 1948, in use as warehouse. From
Damon, Siloama, p. 48, courtesy of Anwei V. Skinsnes.

Illustration 6. OIld stone church in use as vehicle storage shed, 1984.
NPS photo.
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Vi. Kalawao Settlement, Pioneer Period, 1866-1873
A. Purchase of Land for Leprosy Settlement

Having decided upon segregation as the course of action to be
taken in the attempt to stem the spread of leprosy in the islands, the
Kingdom proceeded quickly to acquire the necessary land on the peninsula
of Moloka'i. On September 20, 1865, the president of the Board of Health
reported that he had visited Moloka'i and succeeded in acquiring the

property:

There are from seven to eight hundred acres, excellent land for
cultivation and grazing, with extensive kalo [taro] land
belonging to it; there are from 15 to 20 good houses obtained
with the land, the whole being obtained for about $1,800 cash,
together with some other Government lands [on Moloka'i] given
in exchange. A promise was made to tt|1e present inhabitants to
remove them from there free of charge.

These first lands purchased included Waikolu and Wai'ale'ia valleys. Most

of the land already belonged to the government but was being leased:

The tract was extremely well situated for the purpose designed.
It is difficult of access from the sea; has no roads passina
through it into other districts; is supplied with water by two
running streams; has a large area of kalo land; enjoys the
advantage of the constant trade wind; has ample grazing lands;
and possesses a soil capable of raising vegetables of all
different léinds adapted to these islands in the greatest
abundance.

1. Hawaiian Kingdom Board of Health, Leprosy in Hawaii, pp. 27-28.
2. Report of the Board of Health to the Legislature of 1866, in ibid.,
p. 38. In negotiating its land deals, the government was aided by
Rudolph W. Meyer (1826-1897). Meyer had come to Moloka'i from Germany
in 1848 and had married the Chiefess Kalama who owned land at Kala'e on
the cliffs above Kalaupapa near the summit of the pali trail. There he
operated a small sugar plantation and grew coffee, corn, wheat, and
potatoes. With C.B. Andrews he exported produce to California during
the Gold Rush. Eventually he managed an extensive cattle and sheep
ranch on Moloka'i owned by a half-sister of Kamehameha IV and V. After
Princess Ruth Ke'elikdlani's death in 1883, Meyer managed the lands for
her principal heir, the High Chiefess Bernice Pauahi Bishop. He
functioned as chief supervisor of the Kalawao settlement from its
beginnings in 1865-66 until 1897.
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The residents of the peninsula were transferred to new homes at Waialua

on the southeast coast of Moloka'i.

A short while after the initial land purchases, the large tract of
Makanalua, "belonging to the estate of the late Haalelea" and adjoining the
settlement at Kalawao, was purchased.3 A large parcel of land still
separated the colony from the few people remaining at the Kalaupapa
landing; this ahupua'a of Kalaupapa would not be purchased until 1873.
Even after the west side of the peninsula was annexed, several kuleanas
of the earlier residents were neither purchased nor condemned, and these
forty or so landowners continued to reside there. They interacted freely
with the leprosy victims, even providing hiding places and food and
lodging for healthy Hawai'ians who were relatives or friends of the exiles
and wanted to visit them secretly. These kama'dinas were finally evicted
in January 1895.

B. Preparations for Establishing Self-Sufficient Colony

The Hawai'ian government at first thought that implementation

of its policy of segregation would be inexpensive. The most costly part
would be the initial outlay involved in collecting the people together,
providing them with an outfit of clothing and a few other necessities, and
transporting them to Moloka'i. Those who were known to have money and

who had been unable to hide it or give it to relatives for safekeeping,

were forced to hand it over to the government as reimbursement for
expenses incurred in their behalf.4 The board also purchased a few beef
cattle and horses, poultry, sheep, goats, and other livestock to send to

Moloka'i to encourage farming efforts. In addition, medicine, agricultural

3. Ibid., p. 39. Evidently Kalawao land division was acquired in 1865,
Makanalua in 1866, and Kalaupapa in 1873. With Kalawao and Makanalua
came the houses of the former owners.

4, R.W. Meyer, Agent, Board of Health. To His Excellency Walter M.
Gibson, President of the Board of Health. [Report of leper settlement for

past two years.] No date (ca. April 1, 1886), in Hawaii State Archives,
Honolulu, pp. 3-4.
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implements, tools, a canoe, fishing nets, carts, and one or two pair of

5
oxen were sent along.

C. Arrival of the First Leprosy Victims at Kalawao

1. Sick Unable to Support Themselves
Kalihi Hospital opened on November 13, 1865, and of the

first 62 patients inspected, 43 were diagnosed as having leprosy and were

admitted either for further treatment or transfer to Moloka'i. By 1872
about 600 persons had been banished to Kalawao.6

The first group of "colonists" were deposited at Kalawao
on January 6, 1866. (Contrary to popular myth, it is doubtful that any
of the exiles were forced to jump into the surf and swim to shore as a
matter of regular procedure. When the weather was bad, however, this
was the only way leprosy victims or visitors could land, because boats
were not able to venture very near the rocky shore when the waves were
choppy.) Relatives and friends were allowed to accompany the exiles as

kokuas (helpers) and were expected to live with and care for them.7

5. Report of the Board of Health to the Legislature of 1866, pp. 40,
42.

6. Kuykendall, Hawaiian Kingdom, p. 74.

7. Kokuas were an important social, emotional, and clinical aspect of the
settlement. These voluntary companions, friends or relatives of the
afflicted, for the most part provided the loving nursing care that was not
provided for in any other way. Father Damien wrote the Board of Health
in 1886 that partners who wished to accompany their husbands or wives
into exile should be allowed to do so. It was also suggested as early as
1874 that healthy mates not wishing to go to Kalawao should be granted a
divorce so that patients could remarry at the settlement and thus create a
more stable community.

In some instances the motives of kokuas were mercenary. Some tried
to prove that they were infected in order to receive government rations
of food and clothing. Some had volunteered to accompany friends only
because they had had no home elsewhere and hoped to receive board as
well as a share of the patients' rations. As conditions improved, the
need for kokuas as medical helpers became less necessary.

Koékuas in the form of nonactive patients as well as marriage

partners are still found in the settlement today on the payroll of the
Board of Health.
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KOkuas became an indispensable arm of service at the

settlement. Among their chores were driving cattle down the pali trail,
fetching wood from the mountains, carrying water from the valleys,
cultivating taro, handling freight at the landing and all the other jobs
that physically incapacitated people could not perform but that were
necessary to run the leprosarium. Their presence created a problem also
in that they posed a danger of contagion when they left on visits to the

other islands.

There evidently was some segregation even among the
leprosy victims themselves from the beginning. The most advanced cases
were isolated in Wai'ale'ia Valley, while patients who were less sick
preferred to live at Makanalua, between Kalawao and Kalaupapa. Poorer
ones in need of supplies later tried to live as close as possible to Father

Damien's warehouse.

The original inhabitants of the peninsula had owned many
pieces of land and houses. Cultivated fields established on the

peninsula's few spots of better soil and in the valleys yielded taro,
potatoes, and other vegetables. Unfortunately the segregation process
had proceeded very slowly, and more than six months elapsed after the
former residents had vacated their land before the first leprosy victims
arrived. During that time the fields had become overgrown, and it was
only with extreme difficulty that the new arrivals were able to salvage
enough of the crop to feed themselves. They did manage, howéver, and
were able to survive until the next shiploads of people came. Having
been given no food by the government, the new arrivals became
dependent on the crops of the first residents, who grudgingly gave the
newcomers some of the products of their labor. It became apparent that
this system would not last--sick and demoralized people were willing to
work for themselves, but were not inclined to help support 6ther‘s.

Later arrivals were forced to subsist on a native pea that
grew profusely on the peninsula and this supported them until the Board

of Health realized that it would have to furnish food until the people were
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able to raise their own.8 For many, this time never arrived. To feed
such a rapidly growing population entailed extensive labor. Physical
exertion was impossible for physically disabled or emotionally despondent
persons. Others who were able simply did not know how to farm. Many,
finding that they were provided with food anyway, made no effort to

work. Fields were neglected or at best poorly farmed.

The Board of Health had appointed a superintendent, Louis
Lepart, a Frenchman and former Sacred Hearts brother, to live in the
settlement, while Rudolph Meyer provided a general oversight by visiting
the settlement once a month. The resident superintendent would receive
the people when they were unloaded, show them a place to stay, and
distr‘ibutg the weekly food allowance. Because of the food shortages,
Lepart informed the board in September 1866 that in the future, Supplies
would have to be provided by the legislature. Although disappointed that
the Kalawao settlement would be a constant drain on the kingdom's
resources, the board acknowledged that because the villagers were
deprived of the ordinary rights of citizens and restrained in their
activities for the good of the community as a whole, that same community

incurred a responsibility to look after their welfar'e.9

Because the residents could not obtain enough fish or meat
for their support, they received from the board small allowances of salt
beef or salmon. They were allowed three pounds of meat and one bundie
of pa'i 'ai per week, and nothing else. Clothing soon wore out and had
to be supplied, but only to those who had no money or friends to outfit
them. Men received a pair of blankets, a denim shirt, a pair of pants, a
hat, and sometimes shoes; women received one blanket, a shirt of blue or
brown cotton, and a calico dress. This one outfit of clothing was

expected to last the entire year.

8. Meyer, Report of leper settlement, ca. 1886, pp. 4-5.

9. Report of the Board of Health to the Legislative Assembly of 1868,
by His Excellency F.W. Hutchison, President, in Leprosy in Hawaii,
p. 44.
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Water was hard to procure and had to be carried a great
distance--an almost impossible task for those with deteriorating limbs.
The only shelters available for the earliest arrivals were the houses of
the former native residents. These were mostly thatched, although three
or four wooden structures were also pr‘esent.10 Some of these houses
had to be rethatched and a few new structures were built for the new
arrivals. Still, housing was inadequate and unsatisfactory, especially for

those in advanced stages of the disease.

As more people arrived, housing, food, andw water
procurement problems multiplied. Quarrels arose easily and due to the
lack of sufficient supervision, were settled among the people themselves,
sometimes violently. Resentful of their fate, alienated from the rest of
the world and civilized laws, usually destitute of clothing and scarcely
able to obtain the simplest necessities, and crushed by the weight of
their banishment, the moral state of the victims declined quickly.
Reduced to the lowest depths of misery and despair, many inmates turned
for solace to thievery, drunkenness, and debauchery. A kind of local
beer, made from Kki-leaves, was brewed in profuse quantities and was
responsible for much of the licentiousness that prevailed. The Board of

Health, to its great disappointment, discovered that

the terrible disease which afflicts the Lepers seems to cause
among them as great a change in their moral and mental
organization as in their physical constitution; so far from aiding
their weaker brethren, the strong took possession of
everything, devoured and destroyed the large quantity of food
on the lands, and altogether refused to replant anything;
indeed, they had no compunction in taking from those who were
disabled and dying, the material supplies of clothes and food
which were dispensed by the Superintendent for the use of the
latter; they exhibited the most thorough indifference to the
sufferings, and the most utter absence of consideration for the
wants, to which many of them were destined to be themselves
exposed in perhaps a few weeks; in fact, the most of those in

10. Meyer, Report of leper settlement, ca. 1886, pp. 4-6.
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whom the disease had progressed considlelrably, showed the
greatest thoughtlessness and heartlessness.

2.  Organization of Siloama, "Church of the Healing Spring"
While in the settlement's earliest days lawlessness and vice

resulting from frustration and despair were rampant, there was also a
group of people who had been avid churchgoers in their former lives and
who took with them to Kalawao a belief in fundamental Christian values
and precepts. These individuals gathered regularly in fellowship and
were visited occasionally and inspired by the Reverend Anderson O.
Forbes, the American Protestant clergyman for Moloka'i, stationed at
Kalua'aha on the southeastern shore of the island, who came over via the
pali trail. In June 1866 these thirty-five residents requested from the
Congregational Assembly--the annual meeting of the Hawaiian Evangelical
Association (HEA)--that they be released from their former churches and
allowed to form a new one at Kalawao. The Reverend Mr. Forbes became
pastor of this new church organized on December 23, 1866, and named
Siloama, in memory of Jesus's healing of a blind man by anointing his
eyes with clay and bidding him wash in the pool of Siloam. This little
church became a sanctuary in which the sick could meditate on the
heavenly kingdom where their own bodies would hopefully be healed.
Either Forbes or his assistant pastor, S.W. Nueku of the Halawa church
on Moloka'i, visited the settlement periodically to administer the
sacraments, and between times members chosen as elders conducted
services and day-to-day responsibilities such as visiting the sick,
counseling, welcoming new members, and keeping up contact with the

Hawaiian Evangelical Association.

The first major order of business for the new congregation
was construction of a church building, a formidable task due to the
scarcity of money, building materials, and skilled workmen. By saving

part of their scanty government dole, the Siloama members were able by

11. Report of the Board of Health to the Legislative Assembly of 1868,
p. 44.
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early 1869 to save up $125.50. [n hopes of building a house of worship
thirty-four feet long by twenty feet wide, costing about $300 and
adequate for a hundred people, the members appealed to other island
churches for monetary help, which was freely extended. When $600 had
been collected, enough to pay for lumber, a bell, and a carpenter, the
Hawaiian Board of Missions bought the materials and had them delivered
to Kalawao. There they were dumped overboard, floated ashore, and
quickly transported to the chosen site. Oral tradition holds that Deacon
G.K. Kawaluna, whose wife was a leprosy victim, donated the land for
the site of Siloama Church. The first Siloama, erected in July 1871, was
dedicated on October 28 of that year. By that time Forbes had been
transferred to Honolulu and most of his successors as pastor of Siloama
were settlement residents.

Church affairs at Siloama proceeded much as they did in
other congregations. Elders met each week to conduct business and the
rest of the time exercised moral and disciplinary supervision over their
charges. Church activities included a Sunday School, an afternoon
discussion club, and musical activities.12 During this early Kalawao
pioneer period, the groundwork was firmly laid for a strong
Congregational community life.

News of the conditions at Kalawao soon spread through the
islands. In early 1867 much criticism was mounted against the board for
conditions at Kalawao that were purportedly resulting in starvation and
the lack of many necessities of life. The initial purpose of the settlement
being simply isolation, no provision was made at first for a resident
physician or for hospital facilities. The president of the board visited
the settlement and found that the sick were generally satisfied with the
state of affairs except for wanting more food. Two items were seen by

the president as being necessary for the welfare of the settlement--a

12. One Hundredth Anniversary Brochure of Siloama Church, founded
December 23, 1866, Commemorated August 27, 1966 (Kalawao, Molokai,

1966), pp. 7-8.




hospital to care for those in the last stages of the disease and a
sympathetic female nurse to run the establishment. It proved impossible
for Lepart to acquire hospital materials from the resources at hand or to
stimulate the patients to work on constructing such a building. When
residents at Kalaupapa were called upon to perform the work, they
accomplished little beyond cutting a few posts. Thereupon the Board of
Health sent supplies and laborers from Honolulu, and a satisfactory
hospital building was constructed that helped somewhat to alleviate the
miseries of its patients. Food was prepared for them and they received
special items such as bread, rice, tea with sugar, and milk from the
heifers supplied to the settlement. In addition to the hospital, other
structures built included a house for Mr. Donald Walsh and his wife, a
schoolhouse, and separate sleeping quarters for the young boys and
girls. All were enclosed, with the hospital, within a fence and were

under the care of the superintendent and a nur‘se.13

3. Board of Health Takes Stronger Hand in Kalawao Affairs
It became necessary in 1867, after Lepart's resignation,
for the Board of Health to appoint another superintendent, and the

elderly English gentleman, Donald Walsh, was chosen. A former officer in
the British Army, Walsh succeeded to some extent in bringing order to
settlement affairs. Constables were appointed from among the non-leprous
husbands of women sufferers to assist him. Procurement of a regular
food supply caused more trouble and anxiety than any of the other
problems relating to the government of the settlement. The system of
encouraging the patients to cultivate the fields had resulted in neither an
adequate supply of food nor a reduction in expenses, because those who
worked the fields still expected to receive allotments from the board. In
addition, the valleys had become sites of irregular and improper
activities. The sick, therefore, were removed from the valley and the

13. Report of the Board of Health to the Legislative Assembly of 1868,
by His Excellency F.W. Hutchison, President, in Leprosy in Hawaii,
pp. 45-47. Mr. Walsh was to serve as the school teacher and his wife
was to be the nurse in the hospital.
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fields leased to a man not under control of the board in expectation that

sufficient taro would be planted and supplied at a moderate price to meet

the needs of the settlement.14

D. Report of Board of Health, 1870
1. Building Construction
The Board of Health report for 1870 mentions that

Three large houses adjoining the Hospital capable of lodging
twenty-five persons each, have been erected in the settlement,
with cook house, and separate buildings for the male and female
children. House frames for the lepers in the general settlement
have also been supplied, and sufficient accomodation to {%dge all
in a comfortable manner is now provided in the Asylum.

2. Law and Order

Problems maintaining order in the settlement were still

surfacing in 1870. It was impossible to preserve order through the
normal laws and punishments of the kingdom because of the special status

of the residents. Because they were to be kept confined on Moloka'i and

could not be chastised through either the payment of fines or
incarceration in a prison off the island, special legislation had to be
sought to deal with their problems as well as with imposing penalties on

those people trespassing on the peninsula to visit friends and relatives.

3. Food Supply
Food supply remained a problem. An attempt had been

made to cultivate Waikolu Valley with taro and manufacture pa'i 'ai on the
spot. This practice would help ensure an adequate food supply,
especially during winters when it was difficuit to land supplies. In 1870

the land was leased to King Kamehameha V at a yearly rental of $250 and

14. Report of the Board of Health, 1870, Fred W. Hutchison, President,
in Leprosy in Hawaii, pp. 54-55.

15. Report of the Board of Heaith, 1870, Fred W. Hutchison, President,
in Leprosy in Hawaii, p. 53.
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his agents agreed to furnish the settlement at the regular market price.
In their anxiety to please the Kking, some of these agents stole taro
patches from the sick, which they had cultivated for their own use,
without any remuneration. This practice severely limited further

16 Ultimately canoes started

cultivation of lands by the residents.
bringing in pa'i 'ai from other valleys on the northern side of the island.
The leprosy victims grew vegetables in their own enclosures as well as

receiving weekly rations of meat.17

E. Report of Board of Health, 1872
1. Law and Order
Unfortunately neither Superintendent Walsh nor his wife

understood the Hawai'ian language, and many of his attempts to maintain
order or establish rules were not understood by the villagers. Discontent
continued due to that fack of communication. After Walsh sickened and
died in 1869, his widow became superintendent, assisted by an old sea
captain. Those two constantly disagreed and matters did not improve.
During the latter part of Mrs. Walsh's term of office, a partial rebellion
took place, due evidently to a dispute over job responsibilities between
the afflicted and their |unas. The rebellion was quelled by the
punishment of two of the rebel leaders and the transfer of the resident
superintendency to Kahoohuli, a former captain of the King's Guard in
Honolulu and a leprosy victim with a stormy will. It was found, not
surprisingly, that natives or halfcastes were more acceptable to the

patients as superintendents than foreigners were.

2. Building Construction

A description of the peninsula in an 1872 report mentions
several native houses at the Kalaupapa landing place and the following

buildings at Kalawao settlement:

16. Meyer, Report of leper settlement, ca. 1886, p. 8.

17. Report of the Board of Health, 1870, p. 55.
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On an even, good road, the Leper Settlement is soon arrived
at; it is large and extensive, surrounded by grand and
imposing scenery. The papaia, puhula [sic] and banana plants
give the village a cheerful appearance. Some of the houses are
fenced in by stone walls, others are placed amongst potato
fields or pasture lands. :

A little further on, the house of the Keeper is reached. He
has a neat commodious house with two rooms to himself, the
other portions of the house being appropriated for stores of
various descriptions, out-office for the supply of medicine,
books, etc. The buildings adjoining the principal keeper's
house are two hospitals (male and female) for those of the sick
unable to attend to themselves--separate houses being provided
for all those persons of the leper valley who require special
attention in regard to diet, accomodation and medical aid--in
fact, for all those too far advanced in the disease to take care
of themselves.

in the quadrangle, of which the Superintendent's house forms
one side, are to be found the separate houses built for boys
and girls, with a special building for a school-room; an
instructor for which establishment is generally to be obtained
amongst the lepers themselves. There are several other
buildings included here, useful or necessary for general
purposes and the1§pecia| control of the stock and material of
the establishment.

The school taught the normal subjects of the
islands--reading, writing, mathematics, geography, and singing. "The
children, with the exception of one or two, do not seem to feel their
misfortune; when they leave school they act as others of the same age,
running or playing their way home, apparently unconscious of the fate
that awaits 1:hem.“19 The houses of the residents, generally clean and
well kept, were scattered throughout the valley. Once in awhile a
Catholic priest from O'ahu or Maui came to Moloka'i to administer the
Sacraments, but the settlement still had no resident priest. In 1872

Brother Victorin Bertrant (sometimes Bertrand) transported a wooden

18. Report of the Board of Health, 1872. Ferd. W. Hutchison,
President, in Leprosy in Hawaii, pp. 59-60.

19. Ibid., p. 61.
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chapel from Honolulu and erected it at Kalawao. Blessed by Father

Raymond Delalande on May 30, it was dedicated to St. Philomena.

3. Food Supply

Over the years, changing tastes and eating habits
influenced the dietary requirements for the settlement. The taro lands
were ultimately abandoned. The need by newer patients for a greater
variety of food resulted in the importation of dairy cattle by 1872,
primarily for use by patients in the hospital. Milk was not completely
acceptable to most of the villagers, however, and ultimately the milch

.., 20
cows were turned loose to roam at will.

Most of the usual tasks necessary in any Hawai'ian village
seemed to be carried on at Kalawao. While the women made mats and
other furnishings for their cottages, the men worked the potato fields and
raised sugar cane, bananas, and other crops. A change for the better
had taken place among the populace, and during the previous two years,
considerable quantities of food had been raised to supplement the supplies
sent by the board. Fresh provisions only were issued to the
villagers--five pounds of meat and twenty-one pounds of pa'i 'ai per
week. Meat consisted of mutton, generally, or beef. The people could
do as they liked with the produce they raised and frequently sold large

numbers of sweet potatoes and pigs.21

4. Living Conditions

It cannot be denied that during most of the early Kalawao
pioneer period, despite attempts by the government to ameliorate the
situation, living conditions were extremely difficult. This was due to
several factors--overpopulation, lack of appropriate on-site supervision of
affairs, and the hit-and-miss character of much of the early settiement

20. Norman K. Carlson, "On Kalaupapa, the Land, too, finds a Cure,"
Soil Conservation xvi, no. 10 (May 1951), p. 230.

21. Report of the Board of Health, 1872, pp. 58-62.
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administration as the Hawai'ian government attempted to determine the
best way to care for its leprosy victims. Food was poor and of
insufficient quantity, and its shipments were irregular and inadequate.
Getting one's weekly rations involved a trip of a few miles--incredibly
difficult for people who could barely walk. Proper medical care was
wanting. The hospital, although some concession to the needs of the
dying, was far from an ideal institution. Reserved for the worst cases,
it lacked beds and doctors. Victims sometimes were fortunate enough to
have mats, but most lay directly on the ground. There were few
medicines. Clothing was inadequate. There was a dire need for readily
available, wholesome water to drink and to use in food preparatfon. From
1866 to 1873, almost forty percent of the exiles died. Those who
succumbed had the benefit of neither coffin nor burial service. The
bodies of the luckier ones were wrapped in a blanket and transported
hanging from a pole suspended on shoulders to shallow graves into which
they were dumped. Often the bodies were washed out during a rain or
dug up and eaten by hogs. Those people who did not work or find
diversion in worthwhile pursuits passed their time sleeping, playing
cards, and drinking. No resident priest comforted the soul or uplifted

the spirit. Often bestiality surfaced, and the warning "'A'ole kKanawai ma

k&ia wahi'"--"in this place there is no law"--reportedly became a standard

greeting for new arr‘ivals.22

F. Improvements Under King Lunalilo

1. increased Enforcement of Leprosy Laws

Affairs continued in this fashion until January 1873 when
Prince William Charles Lunalilo ascended the throne. A public outcry
against conditions at Kalawao was raised and pleas appeared in the local
papers for something to be done to improve conditions at Kalawao and
better implement the law of 1865. In response, King Lunalilo appointed a
new Board of Health to administer the settlement. This new board, and

each one thereafter, was composed of a president, chosen from within the

22. Englebert, Hero of Molokai, pp. 129-31.

62




government, a secretary, and other prominent men, such as doctors and
ministers. Headquartered in Honolulu, the board administered the
leprosarium and made appointments to all posts there. Superintendent
Rudolph Meyer continued as head official of the settlement. Because his
visits to the settlement were infrequent, he was assisted by an
under-superintendent living at the settlement (often a patient), in
command of all employees and day-to-day operations. All personnel were
paid by the governmerit. Their unenviable jobs often meant incurring the

full brunt of the patients' frustration and wrath.

At the beginning of 1873 it was determined that several
hundred confirmed leprosy victims were still mingling with the general
population in the islands. Segregation was still thought to be the only
viable means of arresting the progress of the disease, and renewed zeal
was shown in forcing the isolation of every infected person, without
regard to their position or rank, a duty always thankless and
heartrending. The unsavory reputation that Moloka'i had acquired by
this time made the roundup of victims very unpopular. According to

Arthur Mouritz,

the general dread and fear that possessed the leper when it
was proposed to banish him to Molokai, was in the main due to
statements sent out by the segregated lepers, who complained
of harsh treatment, no nursing, separation of husband and
wife, absence of medical attention, poor and insufficient food,
scanty supply of clothes, difficulty of obtaining rations when
sick, and a hard, dangerous journey to Waikolu to obtain poi,
and many other defects of administration, some real, some
imaginary. All the above combination of complaints, if really
believed, were sufficient to cause a suspect leper to hide
himself, and, i 3he had nerve enough, to resist segregation by
using firearms.

No longer could wives or husbands accompany victims, and visits to the
settlement were forbidden except under extreme circumstances and then

only for short periods of time.

23. Mouritz, "Path of the Destroyer," p. 82.
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2. Reforms in Administration of Settlement

The practice of demanding money from the sick as

reimbursement for their care was discontinued, and in cases where it had
been collected, it was refunded to the victims' families. Weekly rations of
meat were increased and a greater variety of food was introduced.
Patients could now receive five pounds of meat or three pounds of salmon
per week and one bundle of pa'i 'ai, containing twenty-one pounds, or
either ten pounds of rice or seven pounds of bread or flour and five
pounds of sait per month. Because a little work was deemed beneficial to
physical and mental health, and to encourage cultivation of the land,
patients were allowed the choice of receiving the cash value of their
weekly food supplies in lieu of food. A positive response was immediate,
and before long the patients managed to cultivate a surplus of food.
During the winter, then, when food importation was difficult, there was
usually a good supply on hand that was bought from the farmers by the
board at the regular market price. By this means many residents were
able to supply personal wants not provided by the government. Some

were even able to build houses and acquire comforts at no expense to the
board.

The problem of supplying adequate clothing was remedied
by the board by establishing a store at Kalawao in July 1873 in which
staple goods were sold at low prices. From then on, each person,
instead of receiving clothing, was given an allowance of six dollars on
which he could draw at the store whatever he wished. Allotments were
handed out on the first of October each year.

Most of the food up to that time had been purchased from
people in the nearby valleys of Pelekunu, Wailau, and Halawa. It was
transported at first in the planters' own boats and then in boats
belonging to the board by men specifically hired for that purpose.
Because it was often difficult during the winter season for boats to fand,
stocks of bread, flour, and rice were kept on hand for emergencies.
Attempts were made yet again to cultivate Waikolu Valley. Contracts were

let with friends or relatives of the residents (some were kama'ainas) at

the settlement to cultivate the valley for three years. During that time
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they would plant and care for the taro, for which they would receive

one-half of its market value upon delivery to the board. At the end of
the three-year period, however, people were tired of the work and were

unwilling to continue, so the program was dropped.

The problem of Kokuas was also addressed at this time.
As mentioned earlier, these were helpers who voluntarily accompanied
friends or relatives to the settlement. [t was felt by many that it was
wrong to separate married couples if one of them wished to accompany
their stricken partner to provide the sympathy and care that no one else
would. Because Hawaiians had no fear of the disease, there were
many--relatives and friends alike--who were willing to go into exile. Of
the great number of people that accompanied the victims in the early
years, a few did so only because they envisioned an easy living, obtained
from the rations of food and clothing provided to their charges. In order
to discourage idleness on their part, the new king instituted at the
settlement the old Hawai'ian custom of P&'alima, which was followed
throughout the islands. It dictated that every able-bodied male had to
work one day a week for the board, and in return they were allowed to
live on the land, but could not receive rations for food or clothing.
Those kokuas that were gainfully employed by the board in jobs requiring
healthy people--such as animal slaughtering, distributing of food,
preparing food, providing fuel, and serving as police--were exempt from

the Po6'alima rule and also received food rations.

Other improvements for the welfare of the people included
increased hospital accommodations and the furnishing of bedsteads to the

inmates to get them off the mats on the floor'.24

From the beginning of 1873 through March 1874, over 500
more confirmed cases of leprosy were sent to Moloka'i, still in the hopes

that time and the improvement of living habits, diet, and general hygienic

24. Meyer, Report of leper settlement, ca 1886, pp. 9-13.
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Illustration 7. Kalawao settlement, no date (post-1873), looking west.
compound to right of road, store to left. Doctor and visitor houses
rear of picture? Courtesy Hawaii State Archives, Honolulu.
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iflustration 8. Another view of hospital compound, Kalawao,

Dispensary in foreground?

Courtesy Bishop Museum, Honolulu.

toward east,

no date.







IHustration 9. Inside the hospital
Courtesy Hawaii State Archives, Honolulu.
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measures would stop the course of the disease. This influx caused
severe housing problems at the settlement. On a visit by two board
members in early 1873 it was decided that building accommodations were
inadequate; it was also noted that many healthy native residents at
Kalaupapa had kept possession of their kuleanas, containing many good
houses, located on Board of Health land. Meyer, the board's agent, was
instructed to carry out the purchase of those homesteads to obtain more
housing and also to ensure complete isolation on the peninsula. This he
accomplished to a great extent.

Procurement of a good water supply for the hospitals,
stores, and central buildings was a major requisite. A pipe six thousand
feet long was laid (from Wai'ale'ia Valley?), with taps at convenient
distances, enabling a good supply of fresh water for all. The

superintendent at that time was W.P. Ragsdale.25

G. Impressions of a Patient, Peter Kaeo, During this Period

One of those who went voluntarily to Kalawao during this time
was Peter Kaeo, cousin of Queen Emma, the consort of Kamehameha V.
Kaeo arrived on Moloka'i in late June 1873 and was released in 1876. The
correspondence between Peter and Emma during his three-year stay on
the peninsula provides valuable insight on Hawai'ian politics in general
and on living conditions at the settlement specifically. A sketch map
Kaeo sent Emma, showing the location of his house on the north side of
the road to Kalaupapa, a little west of the hospital building, also shows
part of the Kalawao settlement to be southeast of the store on the edge of

25. Report of the Board of Health for 1874, Hermann A. Widemann,
President, in Leprosy in Hawaii, pp. 70-71, 74. William P. Ragsdale, a
part-Hawai'ian of American descent who made himself a popular hero by
volunteering to go to Moloka'i before anyone realized he had leprosy. He
had formerly been an interpreter for the Hawai'ian legislature and a

practicing attorney. In 1873 he succeeded J.H. Napela as assistant
supervisor of the settlement. He died in late November 1877. Alfons L.
Korn, ed., News from Molokai. Letters Between Peter Kaeo & Queen

Emrq%, 1873-1876 (Honolulu: The University Press of Hawaii, 1976),
p. .
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"Kalawao Valley" (Wai'ale'ia Valley). Other houses were beginning to
extend west toward the Kalaupapa landing.26 Peter's house was on a rise
at the foot of Kauhako Hill, halfway between Kalawao and Kalaupapa. It
faced the sea on a flat between the pali and the crater. In front of his
house was flat, rocky land, studded with old potato patches. One of his
letters mentions a trip to look at the inside of the crater, where he noted
breadfruit, 'ohi'a, lehua, kukui, and other trees growing. He stated that
on the windward side of the crater where the trees were thickest, the
Mormon elder and assistant supervisor of the settlement, J.H. Napela,
held his Sunday meetings.27

Kaeo also mentions the presence on the peninsula of many
unafflicted persons who hid themselves by day and emerged at night to
visit and help their relatives. Kokuas felt insecure in their position, and
Kaeo mentions some of them hiding in caves for fear of being sent away
by the Board of Health. He also stated that the board was rumored to
have threatened to kill all the horses because they were eating all the
grass and leaving none for the cattle. The people threatened trouble if
that occurred, because those animals were their only means of hauling

water. 28

Many serious problems still existed at Kalawao despite the Board
of Health's claim in its 1874 report that

notwithstanding the increased number of lepers, the difficulties
of communication, etc., there has not been one instance of want
of food at the settiement. . . . The Board can assert that in a
material point of view, these people are better off in Molokai

26. Sketch map of Peter Kaeo, 1873, in Queen Emma Collection, M-45,
Hawaii State Archives, Honolulu.

27. Letter 6, Peter to Emma, Kalaupapa, July 9, 1873, in Korn, News
from Molokai, pp. 17-18.

28. Letter 10, Peter to Emma, Kalaupapa, July 16, 1873, in ibid.,
pp. 24-25,
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llustration 10. Old Kalawao store, ca. 1930. Courtesy Hawaii State
Archives, Honolulu.
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than most natives of these islands, and also better off, with
very ‘E%W exceptions, than they ever were in their own ‘
homes.

Food continued to be a major problem in terms of adequate supply,
procurement, and variety. The rough coastline and often stormy and
windy weather made it extremely difficult to land supplies. Kaeo
mentioned one day when the sea was so rough that boats could not
approach the shore, but could only throw the taro onto the rocks for
people to grab as best they could.30 He mentions in some detail problems

with the food allowance:

A House whare it holds two or more patients [is allowed] one
[share of] Pai and 3 pounds of rice, haif of Pai and halif of
Rice everywhare [elsewhere]. The natives begin to grumble on
account of their having rice all the week round and very little
Poi. . . . Our meat is so poor that we do not see any fat or
signs of any hardly after it is dressed and delivered. .
Some have no cooking utensils to cook with, so they ask for
Salmon in place of Beef--but no Salmon. Some ask for rice in
place of Pai, as the Pai is bad a@ﬁi sower, but Rice is scarce
and only for those in the Hospital. ‘

Kaeo received much of his food supply from Queen Emma, but
when he ran out, had to depend on his allowance as a leprosy victim. He
supplemented this diet occasionally by hunting wild pigs on the plains,
which were salted for winter use. He had servants with him, who helped
in food preparation and gathering. Others were not so lucky. Peter
described two men dying from hunger, one of whom had been living on
rice and salmon for two weeks until his system could no longer digest it.
Kaeo believed the luna, Ragsdale, was starving the inmates by forcing

rice and salmon on them and restricting distribution of meat and poi in an

29. Report of the Board of Health for 1874, p. 72.

30. Letter 12, Peter to Emma, Kalaupapa, July 20, 1873, in Korn, News
from Molokai, p. 29.

31. Letter 14, Peter to Emma, Kalaupapa, July 23, 1873, in ibid.,
pp. 33-34.
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attempt to save money on food. Deaths that resulted at that time were
probably from acute malnutrition, resulting from the physical deterioration
marking advanced leprosy and faulty diet. Poi, the traditional staple diet
item for Hawai'ians, was an emotional tie with childhood and old customs,
and the lack of it produced psychosomatic consequences as well as

nutritional deficiencies. 32

in early November 1873, Meyer informed the chairman of the
Board of Heaith that its regulations on food rationing were no longer
reflecting changing conditions of supply and demand. Although the
number of patients was increasing, the amount of poi provided by the
board was the same. Also the failure of ships to land supplies to
replenish food reserves meant people often suffered. Not until February

1874, however, were weekly rations increased by the boar'd.33

Peter also mentions the kama'ainas--early landowners still living
on the peninsula--and their desire to remain there until their death.
Those people were always a source of frustration to the government both
because they took up much needed living space and because they
thwarted the policy of complete segregation. Accor‘dihg to one of Peter's
letters, the Board of Health was not against kama'ainas helping the
patients or associating with them as long as they did not intend ever to

leave the peninsula.34

H. Arrival of Father Joseph Damien de Veuster

1. Decision to Become a Priest

Joseph de Veuster was born January 3, 1840, in Tremeloo,

Belgium, into a fairly weil-to-do peasant family that raised and sold

32. Letter 60, Peter to Emma, (Kalaupapa), December 9, 1873, in ibid.,
pp. 153-54 (f.n. 2).

33. Letter 62, Peter to Emma, December 17, 1873, in ibid., pp. 159-60
(f.n. 2).

34. Letter 15, Peter to Emma, Kalaupapa, July 27, 1873, in ibid., p. 36.
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grain. His parents, Francis and Anne Catherine, had eight children,
half of whom entered the religious life. Attending school until the age of .
thirteen, he then returned to the family farm to work in the fields. In

1853 his brother Auguste entered the seminary and four years later went

to the Sacred Hearts Fathers novitiate at Louvain. Joseph continued

working the farm for a while, a smart, helpful young man with a deep

sense of piety and a quiet inner strength. He returned to boarding

school in 1858 in preparation for a future as a grain trader. He
wholeheartedly tackled his studies of French and the religious education

offered. It was evidently during this time that he heard the call of God.

He at first kept this revelation to himself, for with so many other siblings

in religious orders, Joseph was the one expected to carry on the family

grain business. As the months went by, however, Damien's resolution
deepened. Seven months after entering school at Braine-le-Comte,

Damien warned his parents of his mission in life:

Don't think this idea of entering the religious life is my idea!

It's Providence, | tell you, that is inspiring me. Don't put any

obstacles in the way. God is calling me. | must obey. If | '
refuse | run the risk of going to hell. As for you, god will

punish you terribly for standing in the way of His will.

What could his parents do in response to such an ultimatum? Although
undoubtedly disappointed that he would not be continuing the family
trade, they also realized they could not deny him this calling. Having
made his decision, Joseph wasted no time in beginning his holy service.
Leaving Braine-le-Comte, he joined his brother Auguste (now Brother

Pamphile) at Louvain, where he was accepted as a postulant.

2. The Fathers of the Sacred Hearts
The religious order that Joseph de Veuster entered in

January 1859 bears the canonical name Congregation of the Sacred Hearts
of Jesus and Mary and of Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed

35. Vital Jourdan, The Heart of Father Damien, 1840-1889, rev. ed.
(New York: Guild Press, 1960), pp. 14-15. . |
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Sacrament of the Altar. It is referred to more commonly as the Sacred
Hearts Fathers, the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts, or the Picpus
Fathers, referring to the Paris street on which the mother house was
located. The founder of this congregation, Father Marie-Joseph Coudrin,
had a vision in 1792 of missionaries going all over the world spreading
love for the Sacred Hearts. The Sacred Hearts Congregation was founded
in 1800 to "practice and propagate devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary," and to carry on continual adoration,
involving a half hour of day adoration daily and one hour of night
adoration weekly. This routine was faithfully carried on by Damien at
Moloka‘i.36 Approved by Pope Pius VIl in 1817, the congregation was
asked eight years later to undertake the conversion of the Polynesians in

the South Seas. Missionaries left for Hawai'i in 1827.

3. Joseph de Veuster Studies for the Priesthood

Upon entering the house of the Picpus Fathers,

nineteen-year-old Joseph was described as being

a young man exceptionally good to look upon. Along with the
strength and healthy physique so necessary for a missionary's
work, he had dark curly hair and a frank, handsome face, a
face destined to be cruelly ravaged by the worst disease known
tod men, but at that time glowing with hope and youthful
ardor.

The biggest obstacie for Joseph to overcome in his
monastic training was his ignorance of classical languages. According to
the rules of the order, because of this lack he had to be placed among
the lay brothers and could not hope to become an ordained priest. At
first this did not bother Joseph, whose zeal for service of any kind was
all-devouring. It was not long before his superiors, perceiving his
determination to overcome all obstacles and the tenacity with which he

pursued all his tasks and especially the study of Latin, took special pains

36. Ibid., p. 17.

37. Farrow, Damien the Leper, 1951, p. 16.
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to remedy his academic deficiencies to allow him to enter the ranks of
those studying for the priesthood. Leaving Louvain at the end of June
1860, Joseph entered the French novitiate at Issy near Paris. At the
mother house, on October 7, 1860, he took his final vow of poverty,
chastity, and obedience. Laying aside his baptismal name, he adopted a
new one, as was the order's custom. It seems especially fitting that he
chose as his patron Damien--the physician of Cilicia who spent his life
serving others and finally accepted a martyr's death in the early fourth

century.

Throughout his ecclesiastical training, Damien underwent
long periods of self discipline. Many of the character traits he had to
contend with at this time continued to surface at Moloka'i, such as sudden
bursts of temper that immediately consumed him with remorse, and a
compulsion to get things done that made his life a constant shift from
prayer to work and back again. Vital Jourdan points out that Damien

differed a great deal from many of his fellow students:

If a novice's perfection consisted solely in keeping himself in a
state of passivity and receptivity in blind obedience to his
director without any personal initiative on his part, Brother
Damien was assuredly not good novice material. For to these
things he added his own outlook, his own turn of mind, his
own style of thinking and acting. No up-in-the-clouds
spirituality for him. He was original enough to settle
difficulties by means of his own rich imagination. Coming late
to the religious life, with bits of the material world clinging to
him and a newly acquired spirituality, he set about ridding
himself of an awkwardness, a clumsy way of expressing his best
feelings that sometimes brought him grief. However, it was
that originality, the initiative cultivated on the edges of the
beaten pgzg;h, that was going to make his life such a tremendous
success.

4, Damien Leaves for Hawai'i
In 1863 the Sacred Hearts Fathers decided to send
missionary reinforcements to the Hawai'ian Islands to help Bishop Louis

38. Jourdan, Heart of Father Damien, 1960, pp. 20-21.

80




Maigret, the Vicar Apostolic. Father Pamphile was chosen as one of the
party of six priests and brothers and ten sisters. As it turned out,
however, Divine Providence had other plans in store for the de Veuster
brothers. During a typhoid epidemic in Louvain, while visiting the sick,
Pamphile caught the disease. Damien nursed him back to health and
started him on a long convalescent period. Despite his extreme
disappointment at not being able to go on the journey, Pamphile
encouraged his brother to get permission to go in his place. Bypassing
his own immediate superiors, Damien sent his request directly to the

Superior General in Paris.

After many long and anxious days of waiting, Damien was
informed that he could go. His happiness was unbounded. With time
only for a quick but emotional farewell to his family, whom he would
never see again, and a short retreat in Paris, Damien began the long,

slow voyage to his martyrdom.

On May 21, 1864, Father Damien was ordained to the
priesthood in the Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace in downtown Honolulu.
From there he was sent to the Puna district on the island of Hawai'i
where he ministered to the spiritual needs of the 350 Catholics in the
area. He was later transferred to the Kohala and Hamakua districts,
serving eight vyears in that mission. During that time many of his

parishioners were sent into isolation on Moloka'i.

5. Father Damien Volunteers as Resident Priest at Kalawao

On May 4, 1873, Monsignor Maigret consecrated a new
church at Wailuku on the island of Maui. A few Picpus Fathers from
neighboring districts were invited to assist in the ceremony, Damien
among them. During their time together, these missionaries discussed
many things, touching frequently upon the leprosy victims isolated at
Kalawao and especially the sad spiritual condition of the Catholics among

them.
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It had been almost impossible to minister to the spiritual
needs of the Catholic leprosy victims up to that time. Once a year,
perhaps, a priest would spend two or three days at the settlement.
Father Raymond Delalande, who visited there for several weeks in 1871,
found such an enthusiastic welcome that the bishop decided to build a
chapel. The church was erected by a lay worker in six weeks and was
ready for use by the end of May 1872. There the Catholics gathered
each Sunday to pray, sing, and recite the rosary. Bishop Maigret
informed the priests that the people of the settlement had recently sent
him a petition requesting a resident priest. Although Maigret had
decided to grant the request, it would be a difficult decision.to impose
such a sentence on the person administering that post.

At that point, several young priests, including Damien,
eagerly volunteered for the assignment, and it was decided to have four
priests serve on a rotating basis. Damien's pioneering work at Puna and
Kohala, his wish to join the multitude of his parishioners that had been
sent to Kalawao, and his obvious earnest and sincere desire to help the
afflicted may have made him the obvious first choice for the post. His
offer was accepted with both sadness and joy by his bishop. A few
months later, in explaining his reasons for that great decision, Damien
stated that

When the agents of the Board [of Health] came to carry off
some of my faithful, a voice within me told me that | should
rejoin them some day. When | took ship to Wailuku, the same
voice warned me that | should never return to Kohala, that |
should never again see my well-beloved children nor the
beautiful chapels | had built. For this reason, there were
tears in my eyes when | turned away from that Catholic
settlement to which | §1§zd become attached during the eight
years | had spent in it.

39. Englebert, Hero of Molokai, p. 137.
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6. Arrival of Father Damien at Kalawao

On May 10, 1873, Damien accompanied Bishop Maigret from
Maui on board the steamer Kilauea, carrying a load of fifty leprosy
victims and a cargo of cattle bound for Kalawao settlement. As the boat
neared Moloka'i and the residents caught sight of the holy pair, the

bishop recounted later that

those who were able to walk ran down from Kalawao. Our

neophytes surrounded us, their rosaries hanging from their

necks. . . . How great was their joy, when | presented to

them the man who had asked to come to them and was

henceforth to be their father! They ,cast themselves on their
. A - 40

knees with tears brimming their eyes.

Although there was an initial understanding on the
bishop's part that Damien would be relieved in his work on Mocloka'i within
a few weeks, it is fairly certain that Damien, who was possessed of "an
appetite for doing good for God in difficult cir‘cumstances,“41 from the
first was determined to devote the rest of his life to the leprosy victims
of Moloka'i. Having left home with no firm indication that he would not
be returning, Damien arrived at Kalawao without a change of clothing or
any personal effects. Lacking even a home, he found shelter for the
first few nights in the open under a pU hala tree. Damien's arrival as a
resident priest prompted a flood of charitable publicity toward the
Catholic church. Damien's self sacrifice and his willingness to risk
constant exposure to a terrible disease were widely acclaimed in the

Honlulu press:

And yet, as the provincial remarked, there was nothing unusual
in this among the Sacred Hearts Fathers: it happened
whenever one of them went to a district where the mission was
not established. And, of course, there had been Sacred Hearts
Fathers and brothers at Kalawao before Damien. But "all that
had happened without noise, without public admiration. The

40. |Ibid., pp. 137-38.

41. Gavan Daws, Holy Man: Father Damien of Molokai (New York:
Harper & Row, Publishers, 1973), p. 57.
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honor of attracting attention, exciting syg'?athy, stirring up
the press, was reserved to Father Damien."

Because of the overwhelming public response to Damien's presence at
Kalawao and his insistence on wanting to stay, his superiors decided to
leave him there permanently. He could come to Honolulu overnight for

confession when he wished.

7. Father Damien's Comments on Conditions at Kalawao

In March 1886, Damien produced a manuscript at the
request of Walter Gibson, then president of the Board of Health,
recounting the state of affairs at the leprosy settlement upon his arrival
there at the age of thirty-three. These memoirs are fascinating reading
and provide probably better than any other source an accurate
description of social and economic conditions during the pioneer Kalawao

settlement period. Following are the general topics he discussed:

a) "The Diet of the Lepers"

Damien believed that diet greatly influenced the
affects of leprosy. For a long time the food of the settlement was of poor
quality, insufficient, and unequally distributed. The starchy vegetable
taro seemed the easiest food to digest and never caused ill effects. It
seemed to be necessary emotionally as well as dietetically, for he noted
that at one time, "the place having been about three months without taro
on account of the scarcity of that vegetable, several cases of death
occurred in consequence of it, and the majority of the people |00k2§ very

The

settlement's regular supply of taro was cultivated in H3lawa, Wailau, and

emaciated, although they had plenty of rice, and sweet potatoes."

42. 1ibid., p. 62.

43. J. Damien, "Special Report from Rev. Father J. Damien, Catholic
Priest at Kalawao. Personal Experience During Thirteen Years of Labor
Among the Lepers at Kalawao," March 1, 1886, MS., Hawaii State
Archives, Honolulu, p. 5.
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Pelekunu valleys and the cooked taro or pa'i 'ai brought by sea in open
boats or a small schooner or steamer. The latter method of transportation
was most successful because schooners and boats were often prevented
from arriving by rough weather, thus depriving the people of their major
food item. The rice or hard bread issued when poi was not available
sufficed for an emergency but could not support the Hawai'ians as a

principal food.

Sweet potatoes raised by patients were used to add variety
to the diet, but also were used in making an intoxicating drink of which
the Hawai'ians were very fond but which had a detrimental affect on their
health. A pint of milk was also provided for nourishment. The milk
came from milch cows, which unfortunately often had to be killed for meat

when the regular supply of beef cattle failed to appear on time.

b) "The Water Supply of the Settlement"
Procurement of water was one of the major problems

patients had to contend with. The only dependable stream was in
Wai'ale'ia Valley, and water had to be brought from the gulch to homes in
paint cans carried on shoulders or on horses. Clothes were also washed
in this stream, although very infrequently because of the distance
involved. When the Board of Health supplied water pipes in the summer
of 1873, a reservoir was built and a water line laid to the settlement.
After that, abundant water was available for drinking, bathing, and
washing, and people were better off there than at Kalaupapa where only

rainwater or brackish well water were available.

Damien mentioned that he had been informed that at
the terminus of Waihanau Valley, just southeast of Kalaupapa settlement,
was a natural reservoir. He immediately went out to inspect the site and
did find a natural semicircular basin seventy-two feet in diameter one way
and fifty-five feet another way. Soundings determined it to be at least
eighteen feet deep in the center. The water was clear, icy cold, and of
good flavor. Old residents of the area told Damien that the pool never

dried up, remaining a permanent source of water throughout the year.
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Hlustration 11.
Honolulu.

Father Damien and "the choir," no date.

Courtesy Bishop Museum,
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Kalaupapa had been under discussion for a long time, but nothing had
been done because of the impression that it would be too costly. Now
Damien felt that instead of considering going to Waikolu for a water

supply, pipes should be laid from the Waihanau reservoir to the village.

¢) "The Dwellings of the Lepers"

Upon Damien's arrival, he found 816 residents, some
of whom he had known from his earlier missionary work on Hawai'i. The
Kalaupapa landing place was "a Some what Deserted village of three or
a few ol
allowed to go there only on the Days when a vessel arrived.
The patients all lived at Kalawao, about eighty of them in the hospital.
The rest, with a few kokuas, lived farther up toward "the valley,"
probably Wai'ale'ia, where the most advanced sufferers lived apart.
Houses were built out of wood taken from old pu hala groves. Some
residents did not even have that much covering and were living in
shelters formed from the branches of castor oil trees covered with Ki or
sugar cane leaves and sometimes with pili grass. There were living "pell
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mell, without distinction of ages or sexes, old or new cases, all more or
less strangers one to ai i
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Because ventilation was usually lacking in those small huts, the dampness
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had an extremely detrimental effect on the residents, causing scabs,
sores, and very weakened constitutions. As 1874 approached, a question
arose as to how, in the face of limited government appropriations, the
habitations of the people could be improved.

Time was passed in playing cards, in native dances,
and in drinking fermented Kki-root beer. Because water was scarce,
clothes were seldom cieaned:

44. 1bid., p. 1.
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The smelli of their filth mixed with exhalation of their sores was
simply disgusting and unbearable to a new comer. Many a time
in fulfilling my priestly duty at their domiciles, | have been
obliged, not only to close my nostrils, but to run out side, to
breathe fresh air. To protect my legs from a peculiar itching,

which | usually experienced every evening after my visiting
them, 4'6 had to beg a friend of mine to send me a pair of heavy
boots.

Whereas Peter Kaeo used to ask his cousin to send
him a bottle of camphor periodically, which he would put on his kerchief
to smell when passing the hospital on his way to bathe in Waikolu Valley,
Damien took up pipe smoking as a way of counteracting the overpowering
odors. At the time of Damien's arrival, the disease was taking fearful
tolls on the inhabitants. That fact and the degrading living conditions

gave the place the reputation of a living graveyard.

d) "The Clothing of the Lepers"
The climate of the Kalaupapa peninsula often worked

great hardship on the leprosy victims. Because of the settilement's
location on the north side of the island, backed by very high mountains,
the temperature was often cool. Frequent storms, bringing rain and
wind, were almost unbearable for people whose circulation at advanced

stages of the disease was poor at best.

Peter Kaeo tells about coming across villagers living
in caves who, when asked why they did not go to the hospital, replied
that their cave was preferable because the hospital was "anu anu".
Other villagers he found living by the side of a stone wall they had built
and covered with mats were also anu an_u.47 Kaeo noted in the fall of
1873 that about half of the people were in dreadful fear of the rainy

season because of their desperate lack of clothing. Their woolen blankets

46. Ibid., p. 3.

47. Letter 35, Peter to Emma, Kalaupapa, August 31, 1873, in Korn,
News from Molokai, p. 80.
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were completely threadbare, they had no undergarments, and children

- 48
were dressed in rags.

Damien found that the cold, damp weather had a
deleterious effect on those without warm clothes, causing fevers, coughs,
swelling in the face and limbs, and congestion in the lungs. Although
each victim received a suit of clothes and a blanket from the government
every year, because of neglect and lack of washing, they wore out within
only a few months. Friends and relatives often supplied clothes, but
those without this means of help suffered greatly before the settlement
store was established. Those who could earn a little money to buy
necessities had to entrust it to the schooner captain to buy such items
for them. It was with a great deal of relief within the settlement that
news arrived about the inauguration of the Moloka'i store in the summer
of 1873. With the issuance of six dollars to each person every year to
buy what they wanted, the clothing situation was greatly improved.
Occasional charity offerings also helped ameliorate that particular problem.

e) ‘"Exercise for the Lepers"

Father Damien felt it was very important that exercise
be a part of the leprosy victim's daily schedule. Any physical activity
would help circulation of the blood and offset to some degree paralysis of
nerves and muscles. On Damien's arrival he found most people concerned
only with sleeping, drinking, and playing cards; only a small minority
partook of any exercise, mostly in the form of cultivating fields and
riding the few horses available.

f)  "The Morality of the Leper Settlement"

Previous to Damien's arrival it had been widely
acknowledged that one of the greatest needs of the people at Kalawao was

for a spiritual leader or priest. Because of this lack, vice and

48. Letter 47, Peter to Emma, Kalaupapa, October 1, 1873, in ibid.,
p. 123. —_—
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degradation were rampant. Damien briefly outlined the state of affairs
with which he first had to contend:

In consequence of this impious theory, the people, mostly
all unmarried, or separated on account of the disease, were
living promiscuously without distinction of sex and many an
unfortunate woman, had to become a prostitute to obtain friends
who would take care of her, and her children, when well and
strong, were used as servants; Once that the disease
prostrated them, such women and children were often cast out,
and had to find an other shelter; sometimes they were laid
behind a stone wall and left there to die and at other times a
hired hand would carry them to the hospital. The so much
praised aloha of the natives was entirely lacking here, at least
in this respect.

As already mentioned in other pages, the Hawaiian hula
was organized after the pagan fashion, under the protection of
the old deity Laka, who had his numerous altars, and
sacrifices, and | candidly confess, that | had hard work to
annihilate lLaka's religions and worship4§md thereby put a stop
to the hula, and its bad consequences.

Another source of immorality was intoxication. The
natives cooked, fermented, and distilled the root of the ki plant, which
grew abundantly along the foot of the mountains. The beverage was so
imperfectly distilled that it was actually totally unfit for consumption and
seemed to make people temporarily mad. This practice was illegal but
difficult to stop because certain members of the police force were
themselves involved in the distilling operations. Damien seemed,
however, to have enough moral authority and physical strength to stop
much of the illegal and immoral activity of the non-Catholics as well as of
his flock.

g) "Medical Treatment"

During the first period of the settlement's existence,
from 1866 to 1873, the superintendents had made some attempt to furnish
medicine to the sick as required. Many of the patients also relied on

43. Damien, "Personal Experience," 1886, p. 30.
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their own native remedies. Despite this, Damien noted that he found
these people less addicted to sorcery and the practices of native doctors
than were the natives he had ministered to on Hawai'i. Because of the
shortages of medicine and trained medical personnel, ulcers were often
left unattended and exposed to dirt, flies, and vermin, and commonplace
problems such as fever or diarrhea could cause death due to lack of
treatment.
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VIl. Kalawao Settlement Period, 1874-1900
A. Social and Physical Conditions Improve

1. New Hope Arises

a) Legislature Takes More Interest in Settlement

- The second and by far the most extensive
development period for Kalawao began in 1874. Certain reforms in the
administration of the settlement had already begun under King Lunalilo,
who died on February 3, 1874, after reigning just over a year. At his
death, the succession came into dispute, between David Kalakaua, who
had been defeated by Lunalilo the previous year, and Queen Emma, the
widow of Kamehameha {V. On February 12, Kalakaua was elected by the
Hawai'ian Legislature and reigned from 1874 to 1891 as Hawai'i's last king.
The interest in conditions at the leprosy settlement that had been shown
in the 1873 biennial legislature continued at each successive session, and
committees were regularly appointed to visit Moloka'i and report on

housing conditions, food supply, morale, and other concerns.

b) Reaction to Father Damien's Placement at Kalawao
As stated earlier, it was obvious that Damien had

determined from the very moment of accepting the first stint of what was
supposed to be a rotating position as resident priest to stay in the
settlement. He started in on his new duties with an enthusiasm and

energy that would require the most of his physical stamina:

There's something to keep me busy from morning to night. On
my list | have two hundred and ten Catholics and eighty
catechumens. Yesterday, high Mass, superb singinq, many
Communions, and since | arrived crowds of confessions.

Damien's landing at Kalawao created a major stir in
Hawai'i. He was acclaimed as a Christian hero, whose response to the
plight of these unfortunates had been immediate and unhesitating and who
had gone to the island completely without resources. (All Hawai'ian

missionaries traveled without provisions and the fact that he had no

1. Jourdan, Heart of Father Damien, 1960, p. 115.
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baggage was because the steamer happened to be at Maui taking on a
shipment of cattle for the settlement and Damien took advantage of its
presence to leave immediately.) Although Damien never cultivated the
publicity his presence on Kalawao generated, it bothered many people who
felt that it ignored the efforts made by non-Catholics and even other
earlier Catholic workers. Even many of Damien's Catholic superiors were
amazed at the response and wondered why earlier priests had not been so
eulogized. Unmindful of the furor and blissfully happy at the task he
had set for himself, Damien returned to Honolulu during the early summer

and confirmed his orders to stay at Kalawao.

Damien's vyears at the settlement were filled with
controversy. The Board of Heaith, whose members included several
Protestant ministers, from the beginning was apprehensive at his presence
and of what he might undertake and also somewhat embarrassed by and
resentful of the immediate glory he was awarded. He was criticized for
going there without official authorization, and, although the board could
not expel him because of the pressure of public opinion, it did in
September 1873 demand that he abide by the segregation and isolation
regulations and not leave the settlement, for fear of spreading the
disease. Damien was greatly sorrowed by this order, for it meant not
seeing fellow missionaries or his superiors and, most difficult of all to
accept, not going to confession. Not only was he not to leave the island,
but he was also not to go over the pali to care for Catholics on the south
shore of Moloka'i. Two months later the decree was modified to permit
religious personnel to exercise the functions of their office, and Damien
proceeded to interpret this as freely as possible so that he could reach
everyone who he felt needed him. Without fear and not in defiance, but

in the pursuit of his divine calling, he frequently journeyed beyond the
confines of the settlement.

Damien's official position at the settlement was as a
delegate of the bishop, assigned to minister to the Catholic population,
both at the settlement and elsewhere on the island. He was a non-patient
in the eyes of the civil authority--the Board of Health--and needed its

permission to stay in the area. He had to respect the governmental
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administration. He freely intervened in matters, howevery, when he felt

circumstances warranted it.

c) Father Damien's Position in Settlement Affairs
The Board of Health's misgivings about Damien are
easy to understand. Although the board was dedicated to improving the

physical and mental welfare of the patients, it viewed with some alarm the

arrival of a strong-minded priest whose personality and intent were
totally unknown to its members. Damien's personality enabled him to
achieve much at the settlement from the beginning. Without the training
of even the average priest of his time, he was admirably suited to such a
pioneering challenge as this. He was not unfamiliar with leprosy, having
cared for and ministered to its victims in his previous parishes, though
never to the numbers he was surrounded with here. He had watched the
whole process of segregation with interest and compassion and seems to
have early formed a bond with those suffering from the disease. Still, at
first he felt some revulsion toward the disease's manifestations. It took
great will power for him to overcome his fears and touch members of his

flock without hesitation.

His temperament was energetic to the point of
exhaustion and impatient at roadblocks to his plans for improvement of
the social and spiritual condition of his people. His unyielding attitude
on a variety of affairs, not all concerned with his religious duties, often
brought him in conflict with the board, which considered him stubborn
and hardheaded. The situation in which he found himself was difficult,
however, and he felt there were problems that demanded immediate
attention. He was almost always pleasant and spontaneously enthusiastic
in everyday activities, while sensitive and often moved to tearful
compassion over the condition of his fellow exiles. In addition to his
assets of fearlessness, drive, optimism, and a true spirit of divine love
that drew him and the sufferers together, he retained some aspects of
character that would continue to draw criticism, often rightfully so, from
his detractors. It is true, also, that he was unrefined, often unmindful

of personal cleanliness, and certainly constantly careless in exposing
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himself to the wounds and exhalations of his patients, which were then
thought to transmit the disease. He was, however, a man of the people,
someone with whom his flock immediately felt affinity. He was a skilled
laborer and carpenter, and his youth spent on the family farm had
conditioned him to ably perform all types of manual labor.

Damien's impact on the development
leprosy settlement was extensive. He was the only priest at the village
most of the time, with periodic help extended by other members of his
order, until his death on April 15, 1889. The publicity accorded him
from the time of his arrival at the settlement throughout his work there
drew public attention to the plight of the unfortunate residents and
stimulated continuing efforts to improve their plight. Research on
leprosy was making some progress at that time: the leprosy bacillus had
been discovered only a few months prior to Damien's arrival at Kalawao.
Damien's observations on the disease and its physical and mental effects
on individuals added much data to that phase of medical history.

More important was the effect of Damien's arrival on the
people themselves, for almost from the first day, the atmosphere of the
settlement changed. His good nature, healthy countenance, and immediate
efforts to be friendly sparked a wave of new hope. His ultimate
diagnosis as a victim of leprosy forever bonded him to them as a brother.
Damien was priest, doctor, nurse, carpenter, farmer, coffin-maker,
gravedigger, mediator, and father figure, and in all these roles had a

sighificant impact on every aspect of the leprosy treatment program in the
islands.

2. Father Damien Attacks Problems of Settlement

a) Initial Fight Against Poverty and Vice

It was obvious from the first that Damien's work at
Kalawao would involve more than ministering to spiritual needs, for
religious and emotional states were closely tied to physical condition. His
daily contact with the sick gave him an understanding of their needs that
no one else could hope to obtain. Beginning immediately to procure the

necessary smaller items such as clothes and special foods, he appealed to




public charity and especially the Sacred Hearts sisters in Honolulu.

Damien kept a store at his house where provisions were supplied free to
those who needed them. Its stock came from mission gifts and other
charitable donations and was much utilized by the very poor. These
actions brought him to the attention of Honolulu society and enriched his
reputation as a benefactor of the unfortunate. It would become obvious
to the Board of Health, too, that Damien was a trustworthy liaison
between the people and the government and would be a strong advocate

for welfare of the settlement.

Damien's strong-willed Flemish temperament stood him
in good stead when it came to waging war against the lawless elements
among the residents. His first order of business was to bring discipline
and order to the settlement. Although some of the people accepted him
quickly, others were inclined to be resentful of his presence and sullen
in the face of his authority. Many violent clashes occurred when he
began his crusade against immorality in the village, but Damien's physical
strength, determination to succeed, and courage ultimately tilted the

battle in his favor.

b) Tenure as Resident Superintendent

The Board of Health soon came to view Father Damien
as a stable and guiding influence in the colony and endeavored to work
closely with him. When the post of resident superintendent became
vacant in November 1877, the government offered it to Damien at a salary
of $10,000 a year. Indignantly he refused the salary, saying "If you
presented me with a hundred thousand, | would not want it," reminding
them that "If | had profit only in view, | would not stay here five
minutes. Only God and His service of souls keep me her‘e.“2 He did,
however, consent to act as temporary superintendent, which he did for
three months until February 25, 1878. The end of this period came as a

great relief to him, for his administrative duties had taken up most of his

2. lbid., p. 138.
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time and interfered with his spiritual mission. The post had also

temporarily put him in a slightly different relationship with his people,
and he liked dealing with them on a spiritual level better. By 1879 the
board was sending Damien provisions just as it did for the patients. It
recognized him as a powerful moral force and as an indispensable aid in
the administration of the settlement due to his immediate knowledge of the
state of affairs and the needs of the patients. The board always
attempted to meet his strong demands for better food, clothing, and

organization within the limits of its power and money.

¢) Daily Routine

Father Damien had not much time to sit and brood
over the fate that had brought him to Moloka'i even if he had been so
inclined. In 1873 when he came to the settlement, seven years after its
beginning, its population had doubled to 800 people. It remained within
that range with only slight variation until 1888 when it began increasing

dramatically to a peak of 1,180 residents around 1890:

Number of Lepers at the

Admissions Deaths at end of the year
Year to Lazaretto Lazaretto Men Women Total [patients]
1873 415 142 515 285 800
1874 78 141 455 266 721
1875 178 149 465 279 744
1876 75 119 432 262 294 [694]
1877 122 129 433 251 684
1878 209 111 477 305 782
1879 92 204 414 254 668
1880 51 151 352 216 568
1881 195 129 398 236 634
1882 70 111 369 224 593
1883 300 150 453 290 743
1884 108 167 430 252 682
1885 103 142 422 221 643
1886 43 101 389 191 580
1887 220 111 449 239 688
1888 571 236 643 368 1,0113
1889 307 149 722 444 1,166

During the years 1888 to 1902, segregation was at its maximum enforcement.

3. Englebert, Hero of Molokai, pp. 153-54. .
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Father Damien never failed to meet newcomers to the
island at the landing place in order to give them a warm welcome and an
orientation to their new home. Much of the reason for his final
acceptance among the people was that he soon showed no fear or
revulsion toward them, an attitude he had to work on, but that was
necessary to win the full confidence and trust of the residents. In
writing to his brother in November 1873 regarding his arrival on Moloka'i,

Damien recalled:

| have had great difficulty in getting accustomed to such an
atmosphere. One day, at the Sunday Mass, [ found myseif so
stifled that | thought | must leave the altar to breathe a little
of the outer air, but | restrained myself. . . . Now my sense
of smell does not cause me so much inconvenience, and | enter
the huts of the lepers without difficulty. Sometimes, indeed, |
still feel some repugnance when | have to hear the confessions
of those near their end, whose wounds are full of maggots.
Often, also, | scarce know how to administer Extreme anction,
when both hands and feet are nothing but raw wounds.

Damien every morning visited the sick, Catholic and
non-Catholic, often partook freely of meals with them, worked by their
side daily, and without hesitation dressed and cleaned their wounds. He
identified himself with them as much as possible: "As for me, | make
myself a leper with the lepers, to gain all to Jesus Christ. That is why
in preaching, | say, We lepers, not, My brethren, as in Europe."5 Once
he had allayed his flock's distrust and started them again on the path of
righteousness, other pressing matters could be dealt with.

d) Improved Housing

One of the worst problems perceived by Father

Damien was the deplorable housing situation at Kalawao. The tiny

4, Jourdan, Heart of Father Damien, 1960, p. 142.

5. Father Pamphile, ed., Life and Letters of Father Damien, the Apostle
of the Lepers (London: The Catholic Truth Society, 1889), pp. 93-94.
Note that Damien's strong identification with the people and his manner of
addressing them in sermons began long before he contracted the disease.
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makeshift grass huts, constantly pervaded by rain and wind, crowded
and unsanitary, and furnished only with skimpy sleeping mats, were
major factors contributing to the high mortality rate. Damien immediately
began campaigning for new housing, and was aided in his endeavor by
the forces of nature. In late November 1874 a fierce wind began to blow
and rain poured down. When the storm abated, Peter Kaeo rode into
Kalawao to assess the destruction. Twenty-two houses had been flattened
and fifty more damaged. In addition, papaya trees, acres of koli'i, and

groves of newly planted banana trees were uprooted. His assessment of

o~ A A

Disheartening as the destruction was, it did result in
acquiring new building materials such as scantling (square laths), rough
N.W. (Northwest?) boards, and the old material of the former Kalihi
Hospital from the Board of Health and from private individuals. A period
of housing construction began in 1874, and by 1886 no fewer than three
hundred simple wooden dwellings, set on trestles to raise them off the
wet ground, had been erected by Damien, private carpenters, and such
patients as were able. They were painted or whitewashed with lime on

the exterior.

As the parish grew, Damien established a system
whereby church members buiit their own homes, under his direction,
using church funds. As a rule, upon their death, Catholics bequeathed
their homes to the church. Many of these Catholic homes were much
better than those provided by the government. Because they were larger
and more substantial they were in great demand and undoubtedly
prompted several conversions. Responsibility for behaving as good
Christians was demanded of the homeowners, however, and laxness in
living up to what Damien considered one's reiigious responsibiiities couid
result in eviction.7

6. Letter 104, Peter to Emma, Kalaupapa, November 22, 1874, in Korn,
News from Molokai, pp. 262-63.

7. Charles J. Dutton, The Samaritans of Molokai (Freeport, N.Y.:
Books for Libraries Press, 1932), p. 79.
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e. The Church and Churchyard
(1) Presbytery

As regards his own quarters, Damien at first

refused to sleep in the houses of the leprosy victims and spent his first
nights under a pu hala tree next to St. Philomena Church. This he
probably did to forestall immediate intimate contact with the people, but
the time alone also may have been essential to periodically rededicate
himself to the awesome task before him. Romantic as this situation might
appear, and despite its enhancement of the legend of Father Damien, it
could not have been a very comfortable situation. Damien might not even
have noticed, however, because he probably returned to his bed at night

in a state of exhaustion.

Damien first built himself a small wooden hut,
sixteen by ten feet, where he lived for five years. Finally, in 1878, due
to charity subscriptions made by the whites in Honolulu, he was able to
build a more suitable dwelling. It was a small presbytery, about
twenty-four by twenty-one feet, two stories high, with an exterior
stairway leading to the upper ver‘andah.8 Located beside the cemetery, it
was convenient for officiating daily at graveside and for carrying out his
grave digging tasks. Father Damien wrote his brother that "The
cemetery, church and my house form one enclosure; thus at night time |
am the sole keeper of this garden of the dead. . . ."9 Apparently this
house originally was west of St. Philomena, for Brother Joseph Dutton
stated in his memoirs, published in 1931, that

To the right [east] of it [St. Philomena] stands Father Damien's
house. This was at one time a two-story structure, but the
lower story was cut out, the top part dropped down upon silis,
and moved to where it now stands, being used as a singing
house, and for other purposes. It used to stand on the other

8. Father Pamphile, Life and Letters of Father Damien, p. 115.

9. Farrow, Damien the Leper, 1951, p. 139.
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IHustration 12. Part of the settlement at Kalawao, ca. 1894. The Baldwin Home compound is
to the right. St. Philomena Church appears to the left of the picture and to its right, with
the sloping roof, is the rectory after its relocation. Courtesy Hawaii State Archives, Honolulu.







side of the church, about halfway between the tfé\urch and the
present house of the priest [underlining added].

The second floor held a workroom/office and bedroom; the first level was

used as a dispensary and consulting room.

(2) Religious Zeal Awakened

Because of the renewed interest in Catholic
church matters spurred by Father Damien's arrival, attendance at Mass
and other religious occasions increased tremendously. Tiny St. Philomena
became the soul of the colony for Catholics and many others, the source
of new-found hope. Daily church visitation increased and conversions
and baptisms were numerous. Morning Mass and recitation of the rosary
in the evenings drew daily crowds. Damien knew the Hawai'ian love of
ceremony and made Sunday High Mass the highlight of the week. The
nuns in Honolulu had sent red soutanes and lace surplices for the altar
and choir boys and their colorful appearance, in addition to the spectacle
of candles and flowers decorating the altar, plus the pomp of sacred
music and prayers, attracted a large crowd.

Charles Warren Stoddard, paying a visit to the
settlement in 1884, described Mass at St. Philomena:

Father [Damien] had placed me to the left of the altar in the
place usually reserved for him, surrounded by a little railing.

I missed nothing of the spectacle. The sacred vessels are of
gold, admirably embellished. They are the gift of the pastor of
St. Roch in Paris, and they are used only at High Mass. All
the choir boys were disfigured by leprosy. It was painful to
look at some of them. Most of them no fonger had fingers on
their hands or toes on their feet.

10. Howard D. Case, ed., Joseph Dutton [His Memoirs]: The Story of
Forty-four Years of Service Among the Lepers of Molokai, Hawaii
(Honolulu: Press of the Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Ltd., 1931), p. 110.
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with gentie gravity, the priest began. The chapel was filled
with faithful who joined in the singing with fervor and
compunction. What a contrast! At the altar bright with lights
and decorations, the priest in perfect health, singing in a clear
and sonorous voice the Preface and the Pater Noster. At his
feet, acolytes with childish features marked by death. In the
nave, an assemblage in which no face could be looked at
without horror. The air was tainted; a fetid odor arose from
those unfortunates who prayed so well. And | said to myself
that such prayers, mounting to Heaven through the tmediation of
such a servant of God, could not fail to be granted.

Recognizing the Hawai'ian love of music, Damien
made it a daily recreation, forming choirs and community sings. Singing
and the band also heightened the celebration of feasts and holidays.
Membership in the choir became a great privilege, and practice was
solemnly pursued under the trees in the evenings. The band played at
everything, even funerals, helping to calm fears and soothe sorrows.
There were also four confraternities or devotional societies composed of
patients exceptional in their devotion and religious fervor. They were
formed to encourage goodwill and brotherhood and undertook works of
piety and charity. The Society of Perpetual Adoration constantly adored
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Three other groups were of a
charitable nature--the Holy Childhood banded together young people and
children to help the poor and sick; a men's group under the patronage of
St. Joseph also visited the sick; and the last united women under the
Blessed Virgin's patronage and assisted other women. Two or three times
a year great religious celebrations were held, such as those for Corpus

Christi and Christmas.

(3) Cemeteries
Because the government did not have sufficient
funds to buy coffins for all the deceased inmates, people had to pay for
their own. Those who died penniless were often buried only in a

blanket, if that. The sick were forced to dig graves when called upon

e e R Y

1. Englebert, Hero of Molokai, pp. 194-95.

105



901

Illustration 13. Corpus Christi celebration near the old Baldwin Home. Corpus Christi
is the Feast of the Blessed Sacrament Church, usually celebrated in May or early June.
It was prepared for weeks in advance. On the feast day, a magnificent procession
would march across the peninsula accompanied by singers and musical instruments,
bearing the cross and a gaily decorated portable altar. After the ceremony, a hearty
meal was served. Courtesy Hawaii State Archives, Honolulu.







an extremely difficult task for those who were crippled. If anyone
refused this duty, he could be denied his weekly food ration. The
graves were shallow and makeshift and bodies were often washed out
during rains or dug up and mutilated and devoured by hogs. To make
death a less excruciating and more meaningful rite of passage, Damien
formed coffin associations among the people to provide a common fund for

proper interment.

Damien also laid out a larger, well-enclosed
cemetery adjoining St. Philomena which was fenced to prevent
encroachment by animals. Here deceased victims, Catholic or not, were
decently buried in consecrated ground. Damien acted as undertaker and

gravedigger, digging graves at least six feet deep.

His spiritual care of the people was utmost in his
thoughts and he tirelessly worked on behalf of the Catholic mission,
always devising means of extending its influence and increasing its
membership. He tried to persuade the people that their present
hardships were but preparation for a new and eternally everlasting life in
which strife and despair would be absent. Their now deformed bodies
would be transfigured and glorified in death. With this aspect before
them, the daily funeral ceremonies participated in by two burial
associations, which provided music, were imbued with a spirit of solemn
festivity. A few musical instruments had been sent by the bishop for the
men to play in the processions and ribbons and cloth for banners and
ornamentation for the women were contributed by the Catholic sisters.

(4) St. Philomena Remodeled

it soon became clear to Damien that "the church
12

of St. Philomena . . . must at all costs be enlarged ten feet at least."
In the winter of 1876 this remodeling was undertaken.

12. John Farrow, Damien the Leper (Garden City, N.Y.: Image Books,
1954), p. 126.
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lllustration 13 shows St. Philomena in early 1886
with Father Damien's first improvements. Brother Joseph Dutton's
description of this picture states that Damien's house stood about where
the cross mark is in the foreground (just above the rock). '"We moved
that gate and changed the walls so as to enclose much more
ground. . . ." The cross part of the church (with the twelve-light
windows) was built by Brother Bertrant. "“There was a door at your
right hand. Father Damien closed it and put this nave [with the arched
door] and steeple on, the chapel forming the tr‘ansepts.”13 Damien then
painted the building on the outside and decorated it within in accordance
with the Hawai'ian taste for color. In April of 1877 he stated, "During
the winter | worked hard to enlarge my church and build a pretty

14

tower." The altar at the east end was fashioned by Father Damien out

of whatever materials were handy.

(5) A Church at Kalaupapa

By early November 1873 Father Damien had built

another chapel, largely by himself, at Kalaupapa so that Catholics living

there could also attend chur'ch.15 Damien mentioned the structure in a

letter to Father Pamphile:

| have just built another chapel, two miles from this [St.
Philomena], at the other end of the settlement. This chapel

costs me 1’5096 francs, without counting my work as
carpenter, .

Its dedication was quite an affair, for Peter Kaeo
wrote that

13. Joseph Dutton (1843-1931) file 1890-1912, item dated May 1908,
Manuscript 266.2, D95, in Hawaiian Historical Society Library, Honolulu.

14. Father Pamphile, Life and Letters of Father Damien, p. 105, and
Letter XXI, April 1877, p. 113.

15.  Korn, News from Molokai, p. 149 (f.n. 4).

16. Jourdan, Heart of Father Damien, 1960, p. 144.
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IHlustration 14. Kalawao settlement, 1884. Siloama Church is shown prior tc
alterations of 1885. On St. Philomena the new nave and steeple built by Fat
Damien are visible. Structure in between the two churches is probably the
Courtesy Hawaii State Archives, Honolulu.
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Hiustration 15.

Roman Catholic Church at Kalaupapa, no date, but between 1873 and

1881, before church was enlarged. Compare with lllustration 16. Courtesy Hawaii

State Archives,

Honolulu.







ilustration 16. Roman Catholic Church, Kalaupapa, after enlargement,

ca. 1881-82.

illustration 17. Interior of Catholic Church, Kalaupapa, no date.
courtesy St. Louis-Chaminade Education Center, Honolulu.
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All the Catholics had gone their [sic: to the beach, probably at
Kalaupapa] as their new church was to be opened that day.
The fife and drum was playing all sorts of Negro Airs, the
Natives were collected in and outside of the enclosure, talking
as the Natives ﬁo do, while inside a service was being held by
Father Damien.

The church was a frame structure, thirty feet long, sixteen feet wide,
and twenty-three feet high, with a steeple. This building also had to be
enlarged, as, according to Damien, in 1881

He [coadjutor-Bishop] received their request favorably, and
commissioned me to add to the old chapel three arms, so as to
form a cross. Already a portion of the timber necessary for
the work has arrived; for here all Tl%e buildings are of wood,
because of the frequent earthquakes.

A letter from Father Albert Montiton--a
Frenchman who joined Damien in 1881--written from Kalaupapa in 1883,
stated that the church had lately been doubled in size. Father Damien
did all the carpentry work with the aid of a few r‘c—:sidents.19 Father

Albert then painted the church in bright colors.

To make it easier for the sick to attend sermons,
the number of meeting places was increased. Gatherings were held at
Kalaupapa, at the hospital, at St. Philomena, and on a plain where

immoral dances used to be held. Damien stated:

On Sunday afternoons we have meetings for the sick, directed
by prayer leaders. Four or five houses at Kalawao are filled to
overflowing. After Mass, baptisms and dinner, | go over to
Kalaupapa where | hold three meetings; one for the natives who

17. Letter 58, Peter to Emma, Kalaupapa, November 4, 1873, in Korn,
News from Molokai, p. 149.

18. Letter XXV, December 8, 1881, in Father Pamphile, Life and Letters
of Father Damien, p. 123.

19. Letter dated February 5, 1883, in ibid., p. 127.
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are not sick, one for the patien% around the port, the third
out at the end of the promontory.

(6) A Wider Ministry

Damien's initial work was not confined solely to

the settiement. He had, however, been forced to put off visiting the
natives beyond the pali because of the pressing needs of his immediate
flock. Disregarding the restrictions imposed on his traveling about the
island, he eventually scaled the cliffs over a rough trail and visited the
other parts of the island. Realizing that there were enough Catholics to
justify establishment of a new parish, he wrote the bishop and suggested
that another missionary be sent to administer to these people so that he
could devote all his time to the settlement where he was most needed and
where his presence caused less alarm to the Board of Health. Monsignor
Maigret obliged by sending a Dutch priest, Father André Burgermann, in
February 1874. After Father André arrived, he stayed at Kalawao while
Damien journeyed to the southern coast of the island and built a new
church in Burgermann's district at Kalua'aha. On its completion, Damien
returned to Kalawao, and from then until about June 1878 his parish was
restricted to the peninsula. From June 1878 to June 1880, Father André
preached at Kalaupapa, and the care of the southern district once more
fell to Father Damien. In July 1880 Father André was directed to leave
Moloka'i, and for the next fifteen months Damien again had charge of the
entire island.21 Beginning on September 8, 1881, an ill priest, Father
Aibert Montiton, stayed at Kaiaupapa untii February 2, 1885, from which
time on Damien was alone until the arrival of Father Louis~Lambert
Conrardy in May 1888, who was with Damien at his death.

To facilitate passage up and over the pali after
the law of absolute exclusion of visitors from the settlement had been

20. Jourdan, Heart of Father Damien, 1960; p. 214.

21. Englebert, Hero of Molokai, pp. 183-84.
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slightly relaxed in late 1873 to admit medical men and ministers for the
exercise of their offices, the government made a bridle path out of the
old trail from the top of the pali to the settlement. Because of its

steepness, the patients were not strong enough to climb it.22

3. Construction of New Protestant (Congregational) Chapel at

Kalaupapa
By the end of 1876, so many Protestants had moved to the

western coast, at Kalaupapa, that the necessity arose to serve their
religious needs also. This extended church body was now served by one
pastor, who began the practice of holding early Sunday services in the
Kalaupapa schoolhouse and who then went back to Kalawao for the regular
worship service. The Siloama deacons also frequently met in the
Kalaupapa schoolhouse. Discussions soon began over the need for a
branch chapel at Kalaupapa. Work on the structure was begun by a
carpenter, J. Kanakaole--a patient at the settlement--on May 30, 1878,
and it was dedicated on August 3, 1879. On August 29, 1878, the first
session of Elders was held in this new chapel at Kalaupapa, a small frame

building of unimaginative design called Siloama Hou, Hale Aloha--"New

Siloama, Beloved House."

By 1880 plans were being formulated for rebuilding the oid
Siloama Church at Kalawao. This construction did take place, enlarging
the structure and rebuilding it to the extent of placing the front door
facing west instead of south toward the pali, raising the belfry, and
tapering the steeple. A contemplated parsonage was not added. Lumber
for that structure was later used in enlarging, or rebuilding, the new
Siloama at Kalaupapa. It was that new chapel, forty-five by twenty feet,
that was rededicated in September 1885. By 1890 the Kalaupapa chapel
needed enlarging and a tin roof, and Rudolph Meyer took charge of the
alteration work. The New Siloama chapel was also repaired around 1903
or 1904 after a storm demolished the belfry and steeple.

22. Father Pamphile, Life and Letters of Father Damien, p. 96.
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[Hlustration 18. Siloama Hou, Hale Aloha, Kalaupapa, no date, but
supposedly ca. 1895, after the tin roof had been added. About 1903, the
steeple was ripped off in a windstorm. The building stands on the site
of the present Congregational pastor's house (#288).

lHlustration 19. Protestant church, Kalaupapa, ca. 1907. This date is
open to conjecture, because the structure still has a shingle roof.
Possibly it was reroofed again after a storm. Photos courtesy Hawaii

State Archives, Honolulu.
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B. Description of “"Leper Asylum of Molokai," 1874

In April 1874 King Kaldkaua and his Queen visited Kalaupapa
peninsula where the assembled residents greeted them on the beach with a
hearty welcome. After a brief but emotional address to their diseased
subjects, their Majesties returned to the steamer and to Honolulu.
Accompanying the royal couple were members of the Board of Health and
some newspaper reporters. Brief descriptions of the two settlements were
later submitted. At Kalaupapa: '"Here is a store-house or two, and a
small stone church, erected by the Father Damiens of the Catholic

Mission. .“23

At Kalawao was a hospital compound comprised of about twelve
whitewashed wooden buildings enclosed by a fence. In the center of the
square were the office buildings--the dispensary and the office of the
superintendent where the accounts and records of the settlement were
kept, where "court" was held, and where a post office was located.
Tobacco was grown in the area and sold to parties in Honolulu. Three
houses of worship existed: the Catholic Church at Kalaupapa, and the
Catholic (St. Philomena) and Protestant (Siloama) churches at Kalawao.
Two schools operated at Kalawao, in which the children were taught
Hawai'ian. It was stated that about 184 original inhabitants of the
peninsula were still around and very troublesome, eating food intended
for the patients, refusing to do any work in return, and pasturing their

. 4
animals on government land.2

C. Leprosy Settlement in 1876
1. Visit of "Committee of Thirteen"

In June 1876 a special "Committee of Thirteen,'" leading
members of the legislature officially charged with the task of investigating

23. "The Leper Asylum of Molokai," The Pacific Commercial Advertiser
(Honolulu), April 18, 1874.

24. Ibid. Southwest of the superintendent's house was a jail built by

1873 to confine anybody creating a disturbance or breaking the Board of
Health rules.
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the condition of the residents, landed at Kalaupapa. This committee, in
the open air on the lawn of "Governor'" Bill Ragsdale's cottage, assembled
the residents before them and asked them to voice needs and complaints.
After this venting of grievances, those who thought themselves free of
the disease were asked to step forward. The committee recommended that
several of these be examined immediately by the Board of Health members
present, assisted by a visiting medical expert from outside the islands,
Dr. G.W. Woods of the U.S.S. Lackawanna. On the basis of this
impromptu inspection, two cases were authorized to be returned to

Honoluiu for further study.25

2. Notes by Dr. G.W. Woods
Dr. Woods, a medical inspector in the U.S. Navy at the

time of his visit to the settlement, was working on a report on leprosy
for the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. After accompanying the
"Committee of Thirteen," he penned the following description of the
peninsula. At Kalawao was the central village, in which were located the
"governor's" (resident superintendent's) residence, the government store,
the hospital, and several churches. The superintendent's house was
described as a simple bungalow with three rooms opening on a verandah,
at the end of which was an isolated room expressly built and furnished
for the representative of the Board of Health to occupy when he made his
regular visit