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PROJECT PURFPOSE

The Moloka'i Light Station Elistoric Resources Repon has been underiaken as pant of a long-
range planning effort to provide background information on the historic Moloka'i Lighthouse and
related structures and landscape features, The project encompasses a detailed histonc resources
study, including management recommendations, and an amended National Register ol Historic Places

Nomination form.

The Moloka'i Light Station was built in 1908-09 at a cost of approximately 560,000, The
original station consisted of 2 concrcte, octagonal tower, with an overall elevation of 138 fl,
associated secondary structures, and three dwellings for the keepers and their families. Put into
service on September t, 1909, the Moloka't lighthouse carred a Second-Order Fresnel lens,
containing an incandescent oil-vapor lamp with a capacity of 620,000 candle-power and a range of
21 miles. The Moioka'i light, together with the Makapu'u Point fight on 0" ahu, guided west-bound

vessels into the Kaiwi Channel, the approach to Honolulu Harbor.

The light station was manned by keepers employed by the federal lighthouse service for the
first thity vears, alter which time responsibility for maintaining the light was passed to the
reorganized U.S. Coast Guard Service. The Coast Guard continued to man the site until 1966, when

the light was fully automated.

Because of the proximity of the station to the famous Hansen's Disease settlement at
Kalaupapa, the keepers lived under unusually restrictive conditions. They were not permitted to
associate with the patients, and the keepers and their families had little opportunity to interact outside

of the station community.

Today the site cansists of the still-functioning lighthouse, several ancillary structures and one
of the original keeper’s dwellings. A second, later keeper’s quariers, added to the site in 1950, and

a garage and a storage building are also located in the residential section of the complex. In addition



the station site includes a wood-frame powerhouse, a concrete water tank, a concrete storage building
{located away from the principal built-up area), sidewalks and stone walls, and the foundation remains
of ather structures and features. Each of these required assessment for historic significance and

integrity and for their associative values.

The purpose of the project has been to evaluate the relative historic significance and integrity
of all of the remaining features on the 22 9 acre site now under the ownership of the National Park
Service and the U.S. Coast Guard {which retains control over a three-quarter acre plot containing the
lighthouse). The tower and associated buildings, structures and other features have been evaluated
for their architectural significance and also for their importance in the history of maritime
transportation and commerce. They have also been evaluated for their assoctative value in the social

and cultural history of the island of Moloka'i, the Hawaiian Islands, and the nation.

The study is intended for the use of managers, planners, interpreters, cultural resource
specialists and the interested public as a reference for the history and management of the site, as set
out on the Scope of Work prepared by Sharon Brown, Ph.D}, historian at the Kalaupapa National
Historical Park {KAL.A), The research contained in the report has also been incorporated into a
revised National Register of Historic Places nomination form submitted to the State Historic

Preservation Oflicer.

METHODOLOGY AND SOURCES

The project has involved extensive library and archival research, interviews with National
Park Service personnel and athers knowledgeable about the site, and field work at the Mcloka'1 light
station. The work was conducted by William Chapman, principal investigator for the project, with
the assistance of Betty Ausherman. Guidance for the project was provided by Dean Alexander,
Superintendent for the Kalaupapa National Historical Park, and Christi Shaw, Cultural Resource
Program Manager in the park, Don Hibbard, Administrater of the State of Hawar'i Histonc

Preservation Division and staff members Tonia Moy and Carol Ogata have also contributed




information and advice on the project,

The project was initiated in April, 1999. A preliminary report on the progress of the research
was submitted in September, 1999, The draf of the historic resources study was completed in April,
2000 and a draft of the National Register of Historic Places form was submutted for review in June,
2000, Field work was conducted on Moloka'i in September, 1999, with a second field trip occurring
in June, 2000

The project was aided considerably by the advice of National Park Service personnel,
especially Dean Alexander. All of the stafl at the Hawai'i State Archives also provided much
additional advice, as did DeScto Brown of the Bishop Museum Archives. Mike Martin of the U.S.
Coast Guard also provided many useful documents and, as well as his insights on the project, as did
Tonia Moy of the State Historic Preservation Division. Historians at the National Archives in
Washington, D.C. were also belpful. The stafl'of the 13amilton Library at the University of Hawar'i
at Manoa, pariicularly librarians in the Hawaiian and Pacific Collection and Mabel Suzuki in the

Government Documents section, contributed their time and expertise to the project.

The rescarch aspect of the project included consultation of maps, photographs,
correspondence, published and unpublished reports, legislation, and secondary sources. A number
of interviews and transcripts of oral histories were also helpful 1o the research. Principal archival
sources included the Hawai'i State Archives, particularly the Photographic Collection (586-0329).
Additional photographs were located in the Bishop Museum’s Visual Collection (Ph. 308 848-4182,
M-F, 12noon-3 p.m ). The Hawai'i State Archives was also auseful source of maps, correspondence,
and unpublished reports on the Moloka'i light station and on the Hansen’s Disease settlement on
Moloka'i. The National Archives, Record Group 26, provided many uselul documents en the
station’s early history. The U.S. Coast Guard archives in Honolulu held many imponant records,

including maintenance reports, correspondence, blue-prints, maps, and photographs.

Useful journal and newspaper articles included accounts in the Homofufu Advertiser, the



Pacific Commercial Advertiser, and the Afaui News. The Annual Reports of the Lighthouse Board,
the U.S. Coast Guard Light Lists, and the Lighthouse Service Bufletin have also been important

sources of information,

Significant secandary sources have included reports prepared by the National Park Service,
including Linda W. Greene's foxile in Parudise: Kalaupapa Neational Historical Park Historic
Resource Study (1985) and the Naticnal Park Scrvice's Kalaupapa National Historical park: Land
Protection Plan (1986). Catherine C. Summers's Molokia iz 4 Site Survey (1971) provided
background on the early history of Moloka'i and the physical setting, as did a number of more recent

archeological repons (listed in the bibliography and footnotes).

The most significant journal article is Love Dean’s “The Kalaupapa Lighthouse,” published
in the Hawaiian Journal of History (1989). Gustave Kobbe's “Life in a Lighthouse,” from Cerfury
magazine (1894), and Ted Randolph’s memoir “36 Years of Memories,” published in the New Pacific
Mayazine (1944) provide a vivid picture of the lives of lighthouse keepers. Richard W. Updike’s
“ Augustin Fresnel and his Lighthouse Lenses,” published by Mystic Seaport, provides an excellent
description of technical innovations in lighting, Robert H. Macy’s “Consolidation of the Lighthouse
Service with the Coast Guard,” published in the United States Naval {nstitute Proceedings (1940)

is a helpful summary of the administrative structure of the lighthouse service.

Pubiished baoks on Hawai'i’s lighthouses include Love Dean’s The Lighthouses of Hawai i
(1991) and James A Gibbs's Senfinels of the North Pacific (1955). Bruce Roberts and Ray Jones's
American Lighthouses: A Comprehensive Guide (1998} frustratingly leaves out discussion of

Hawai'i’s significant contribution to the history of navigational aids!

There is a plethora of other secondary works on lighthouses, including American lighthouses.
The most useful bave included Francis Ross Holland, Jr"s America s Lighthouses: An Hllustrated
History (1972, republished 1988), Hans Christian Adamson’s Keepers af the Lights (1955}, John A,
Hussey's Farly West Coast Lighthouses (1964}, and Edward Rowe Snow’s Famous Lighthouses of



America(1955). The “official” histories, wniten by authors associated with the Light House Service
include George Rockwell Putnam, Lighthouses and Lightships of the United States {1917), and the
same author’'s Searinels of the Coasi (1937, The U.S. Coast Guard's Historically Famous

Lighthouses (1957) is also a uschul source.

For general background on Hawai'i's history and the histoncal context of the Moloka'i
station, the following have heen used: Edward D. Beechen, flonofulu: Crossroads of the Pacific
{1991), Gavin Daws, Shoal of Time: A Histary of the Hawaiian Isiards (1974), and Ralph §.
Kuykendall, The Hawaiian Kingdom, 3 vols. (1938, 1957, 1967). Additional background on
Moloka'i is found in George Paul Cooke, Muolelo o AMolokai (1942}, Philip Spalding 111, Moloka'i
{1984} and the Hawaii Board of Bealth’s earlier The Molokai Seftlement (1907}

Forgeneral reference the following have been used: Jean McKean Grace and Lois Nishimoto,
Marine Atlas of Hawai'i: Bays and Harbors (1974), Harold Stearns, Geology of the State of Hawai '
{(1966), and Mary Kawena Pukui, Samuel E. Elbert, and Esiher T. Mookini, Place Names of Hawai'i
{1986). Eilcen Tamura, Comelia Anguay, and James Shon’s The Shaping of Modern Hawaiian
History (1983) and Thomas Milllin's Schooner from Windward: Twoe Centuries of HAawaiian
Shipping (1983} also provide useful background information. (A more complete list of secondary

sources consulted is included in the bibkography}.

QOn-site research, including photographs and measurements of buildings, structures and other
features of the Moloka i light station, followed guidance set out in National Park Service puidelines,
most importanily National Register Bulletins Number 15, How fo Apply the National Register
Criterit_for Evatuation, Number 16A, Guidelines for Completing National Register of Historic
Places Forms, and Number 34, Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Historie Aids to
Navigation:. ‘The latter has been parlicularly helpful in providing contexts for evaluation, as further
discussed in National Register Bulletin Number 16B, How to Complete the National Regisier

Multinle Praperty Documeniation fForm.
I freriy



Actual Feld work was guided by National Register Bulletin Number 24, Techmical
Information on Comprehensive Planning, Survey of Cultural Resources, and Hegistraftion in the
National Register of Historic Places, and by Bulletin Number 23, How to Improve the (uality of
Photographs for Natiorial Register Nominations, Further general advice and guidance was provided
by John A. Bumns’s Recording Historic Structures (1989), published collectively by the Historic
American Buildings Survey and Historic American Engineering Record of the National Park Senvice

and by the American Institute of Architects.

Fieldwork for the project was carried out in September, 1999, over a two day period. A
further trip for clarification of measurements and additional photography occurred in June, 2001,
Gach building and feature was measured and photographed in accordance with National Park Service-
pubiished guidance and accepted conventions for recording histotic resources. Both black-and-white
and color photographs were taken, the color photographs 10 aid in writing architectural descriptions.
A roll of Kodachrome slides was also taken as a permanent record of the complex, Both photographic
prints and negatives are currently stored a1 KALA, following instructions set out m the Scope of

Wark.

Rescarch and writing was carried out between July, 1999 and April, 2001, Both primary and
secondary sources were consuited during this period. Research consisted of visits to the Elawai'1 State
Archives, the Bishop Museum Archives, the collections beld by the U.S. Coast Guard Service in
Honolulu, and correspondence with the National Archives in Washington, D.C. Additional interviews
were conducted ip Apnl, 2000 and a final tdp to Moloka'i was carried out in June, 2001, Write-up
of research materials occurred in March and April, 2007, with review by the National Park Service,
U.S. Coast Guard, and the State of Hawai'i FHistoric Preservation Division occurring in June and July,

2001

The project has been administered and funded by the Arizona Memorial Muscum Association.



NARRATIVE HISTORY: THE ORIGINS AND HISTORY OF THE
MOLOKA'l LIGHTHOUSE

Introdaction

At thirty minutes before sunset on September 1, 1909, the light keeper assigned to the newly
constructed lighthouse on Makanalua Point on the nonh side of the island of Moloka'i climbed the
189 winding stairs of the 112-1 masonry tower and ignited the incandescent oil vapor lamp within
the lighthouse’s lantern and put into service what was Hawai'i’s perhaps most ambitiously conceived
navigational aid. With a focal plane of 213 ft above the water, the new, flashing white light was visible
to mariners from 21 miles at sea ' For the first time ships approaching the Hawaian 1slands from the
west, and seeking emiry into the Kaiwi Channel could confidently check their beanings, and navigate

the approach to Honolulu Harbor from the north.

The Moloka'1 light was one of scveral improvements to navigation introduced by the U.S.
Light House Board following transfer of responsibility for the construchon and maintenance of
navigational aids from the Territory of Hawaii to the U.8. govemment in 1904, Moloka'i light was
one of two significant lighthouses added to the list of Hawaiian lighthouses during this early period.
The other was constructed at Makapu'u Point on the island of O’ ahu, approximately twenty-five
miles from Molcka'i, and serving as the principal landfall light for west-bound vessels. Tnitially lit
exactly one month afler its sister light at Moloka'i, the only 35-f tall Makapu'u Peint hghthouse was
placed at an elevation of 395 0 on the slopes of the prominent headland, making its occulting signal
visible at 25 miles ? Together, the two lights insured safe passage for literally thousands of ships and
smaller vessels each year cntering the territorial waters of Hawai'l and seeking anchorage at

Honollu.

The history of the Moloka'i lighthouse is bound-up with the history of maritime trade in the
newly established Hawaiian termitory and the successive improvements made to navigational aids

during the early pant of the twenticth century — not only in Hawai'i, but in other paris of American-



controlled terrilory as well. It also marked an important transition from the more haphazardly
conceived and managed light stations and other aids underaken by the Kingdom of Hawait before
1898 and the introduction of a new system of rationally conceived and well organized navigational
aids put into service during the early parl of the twentieth century in an eflort to insure the safe-

keeping of U.S. and foreign shipping in the Pacific region.

The Moioka'i light station {referred to variously as the Moloka'i Light Station, Moloka'i
Lighthouse and Kaiaupapa Lighthouse) is also significant in the context of historical developments
in the Hawaiian Islands and the island of Moloka'i in particular. Moloka'i has a special significance
in the history of Hawai'i as the home, afler 1866, of 2 special settlement for sufferers of Hansen's
Disease, known more traditionaily as leprosy. Established by the Kingdom of Hawan to prevent the
spread of the illness to the rest of the Islands” population®, the Moloka'i settlements of Kalawao and,
later, Kalaupapa became the home of as many as 1000 patients, condemned to live their lives

separate from the rest of the world.*

The site of the lighthouse, the barren and remote Makanalua Point, was sigmficant for its very
isolation. Situated on the north shore of the already sparscly populated island of Moloka'i,
Makanalua Point (also known as Makanalua Peninsula) is a low-1ying landform, jutting about two and
a haif miles into the sea and bounded on the south by steep cliffs, known as the pa/i nsing as much
as 2000 ft above the headland below.® This was an advantage in enforcing the isolation of the
population, but made both the building and manning of the lighthouse far more problematical than
most other light stalions in the lighthouse service. Exacerbated by a dangerous shoreling and strong
ocean currents, the lighthouse’s location made the delivery of building matenals, supplies, and
equipment especially difficult. Also, the keepers and their families were forced to live in unusually
difficult circumstances, prohibited (officially) from contact with the settlement’s patients and

dependent upon sporadic and inconvenient transporiation back and forth from their island base.

The lighthouse became imponant not only as pan of the network of navigational aids in

Hawai'l, but also as a place of panicular social and symbolic significance for the Kalaupapa




community, Over the years the Hansen's Disease patients came to take a special pride in the Moloka'i
lighthouse. One of the few prominent features on the peninsula, patients were fond of walking or
riding over to the stalion, viewing the prominent tower and watching the flashing signal at night.®
Although prohibited by regulation to fraternize with patients, the kecpers and ther families
nonetheless became farmhar to those living on the peninsula. They shared the landing in the
settlement, the keepers’ children passed by the community members on their way to the winding paths
to the top of the pafi, where some children would later attend school, and on numerous occasions,
despite rules 1o the contrary, the kecpers came to know many in the community.” The Moloka'i
lighthouse, therefore, belongs not only to the history of the U.§. Lighthouse Service (and later the
{J.8. Coast Guard) but aiso to the mistory of Kalaupapa mare generally.

Early Navigational Aids in the Hawaiian Islands

To understand the significance of the Moloka'i lighthouse in the maritime and commercial
history of in Hawai'i — and the history of navigational aids in the Hawaiian Islands — 1t is important
to examine the more general context of' both local and national efforts to improve maritime commerce
and safety prior to 1904, when the U S, government finally accepted responsibility for the

construction and maintenance of lights and other marine markers in Hawai 1.

A comprehensive system of navigational aids was slow to be established in the early Kingdom
of Hawaii. For one, the technology of marine markers and lights was little developed at the time of
early American and Lurcpean commerce in the islands. Second, there was little administrative
oversight in the earliest period of Hawai'i’s development and little agreement on the means of paying

for markers or assigning responsibility for their placement and maintenance.

The development of navigational aids in Hawai'i was closcly linked to the rise in maritime
trade during the early part of the ninetcenth century. Afler 1819, the Hawaiian Islands experienced
increasing numbers of merchant ships, and particularly whaling ships, into both Honelulu and,

especially Lahaina on Maui, then animportiant roadstead * Hawai'{’s first navigational aid was erected

10



in 1840 a1 Keawaiki, “the small passage,” near the waterfront at Lahaina.” A “tall looking box-like
strugture, @ Al high....” this simple wood-frame lighthouse, with a single, sperm oil-fired lamp was put
into service on November 4, 1840.'" In the mid-1840s, this first marker was joined by a second hight
mounted above the Union Hotel, near the middle of the then-bustling port.'" In poor condition by
the 1860s, the first lighthouse was replaced by a new small lighthouse, joined with a storehouse in
1868. At the same time, the formerly green-colored light was replaced by a red light, {ollowing by-

then accepted conventions for marking harbors and ports (or anchorages, as in the case of Lahaina).”

By the 1840s, Lahaina was superceded by Honolulu as the most important port and source
of supplies and marine services in the Islands. In the early years of the nineteenth century King
Kamehameha [ and his successors gradually shifled their attention to O’ahu in recogmtion of the
increasing commercial significance of 1lonolulu and the growing preference by manners for
Honolulu's more protected harbor. Honolulu was also preferred by the ships of the U.5. Navy and
other deep-draught vessels, which were relying increasingly on the Hawaiian Islands as a source of
provisions and water, as well as refitting and repairs. By mid-century the large and well cstablished

whaling Mect also preferred Honolulu’s protected harbor over more exposed Lahaina."

As a result of increasing maritime activity, local businessmen in the early part of 1851 began
pressing for a lighthouse to mark the passage into the harbor.' With the support of the newly
established Chamber of Commerce, an Act was passed by the House of Representatives and the
House of Nobles on June 20, 1851 to build a lighthouse near the cut in the coral reef at the harbor
entrance.!* Signed by King Kamechameha I1I, the Act also called for the construction of a lighthouse
on either Diamond Head or Leahi and, if a lighthouse at the harbor was unleasibile, the provision of

a lightship to serve the same purpose.

In 1869, O ahu’s first lighthouse was built near the recently widened reef cut. This first
lighthouse was a wooden structure, elevated 26 it above sea level, and erected on piles. It was
connected to a keeper’s dwelling, also built on piles driven into the reef. Accessibie only by boat, the

{ighthouse was frst manned by a Captain McGregor. It was fueled by whale oil lamps, magnified by
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a Fourth-Order Fresnel lens. The fifth largest of seven lens sizes designated by the lens’s inventor,
Augustin Fresnel, this lens marked the introduction of modemn optical technology into the Kingdom
of Hawaii. (The gradients of lenses and their significance 1o navigation in Hawai'i's waters and for

the Moloka'i light in paricular — are discussed in greater detal on pages 47-50.)

The signal from the Flonolulu light, which came to be known as the “Harbor Wink,” was first
lit on August 2, 1869 and was visible at 9 miles out at sea'® A few years later, the harbor light was
joined by a second, crude signal placed on the roof of the Customs Iouse. The latter was lit by what
was later disparaged as an ordinary kitchen lamp, draped with a red cloth (and later replaced by a
green cloth), visible at 5 miles."” To pay the costs of lighthouse’s operation, all incoming ships were
charged a “light dues™ of three dollars; inter-coastal trading vessels were charged at the usually lower

tarift of 10 cents a ton '

Other lights on O ahu were slowly added. Although called for in the Act of 1851, and
increasingly pressed for by interested citizens from the 1860s, a lighthouse at Diamond Head would
wait until the 1890s for its construction. Captain James King, Minister of the Intenor and an
experienced mariner, announced the location and design of the station in 1897: “The tower will be
an open frame, arranged to obstruct the view from the [adjacent] signal tower as little as possible.”

King further explained that the iron tower was being built at the Honolulu [ron Works "

Construction ufthe tower beganby 1898, A Third-Order Fresnei lens (one “order” larger than
that used at Honolulu Harbot} was ordercd from the firm of Barbier and Benard in Panis. Shipped
from Liverpoolin September, 1897, some of the pans were damaged enroute, requinmg a request for
substitutes several months later. 2 In the meantime, the plan for the tower came under further scrutiny.
Civil engineers C H Kleugel and John Quderkirk reported that the open-work tower might not be
equal to the heavy winds experienced at Diamond Head during heavy storms. They suggested in-
filling the tower’s struts with rubble stones. Their arguments perscvered, and in 1898 Captain King
reporied that “*As the Legislature provided that before the completion of the light a stone tower must

be constructed, plans have becn made and a tower of rubble masonry will be built occupying the same



place as the iron tower, "

Completed at a cost of $1,170, the Diamond Head lighthouse was put into serice 1n 1899
A Notice to Mariners was published that year: “On and afler July 17, 1899, a light will be established
at Diamond Iiead, on the South side of O"ahu, Hawaiian Islands. Lat 21 158" N. Long. 157 48"44"
W. Elevation of light above sea level 145 A Visibility 15 miles. Stone tower 40 i high white
washed "# Although originally scheduled to be electrified, it is probable that the first light was
powered by a kerosene lamp. The road to the lighthouse was improved, and John M. Kaukaliu was
appointed the first keeper, at seventy-five dollars a month. Since the station lacked 2 keeper’s

dwelling, Mr. Kaukaliu lived in a private residence about a quarter mile away.™

The last of the early O ahu lighthouses was built well away from Honelulu, on the promontory
known as Barber’s Point. Long recognized by mariners as a hazardous feature, Barber’s Point was
identified as an ideat location for a lighthouse by surveyor William DeWitt Alexander of the Hawaiian
Government Survey Bureau when undertaking a study of locations for possible marine markers.
Describing Barber's Point he explained that the “reef is about two miles broad wesiward of Pearl
Harbor where it has been elevated to some ten (1 above sea level forming a level plain whose surface

is characteristically pitted with holes varying from one to fifleen fl in diameter and depth."™*

An appropriation of $7500 was passed by the Legislature in 1880 providing for lighthouse
expenses, of which $2500 was designated for a new lighthouse at Barber’s Point. A Fresnel lens was
ordered through W H. Crossman & Brother, Commission Merchants in Mew York and in February,
1881, L. Santer Lemonnier, a Paris fabricator was contracted to supply the apparatus. L. Santer
Lemonnier also provided a metal and glass lantern to protect the lamp and lens. The materials all

finally armived in Honolulu that summer, ™

Whereas the lens and other equipment made it to Honolulu, mnitial work on the tower was
postponad due to insufficient funds. Requests for additional monies were made in 1882 and in 1884,

but were turned down. Finally, in 1887 a second appropriation was made, and work could begin on
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the tower. Approximately one halfacre of land was deeded by James Campbell, 2 former seaman and
owner of a vast tract of property in the western part of 0" 2hy, in late December. Bids were accepted
to build the tower and a keeper’s house, the award going to Peter High, a Flonoiutu builder. The cost
was to be $1,892 for the tower and 3309 for the keeper’s dwelling. The plans for the structure were

provided by the superintendent of public works for the government of Hawai'i.*

Lorin A. Thurston, Minister of the Intenor, described the completed project tothe Legislature

in the carly parl of 1888:

The tower supporling the metal laniern is of stone lald in cement morar with suitable
platforms inside and outside on iron frames. The whole structure being made as durable
manner as possible. The light is 42 fl above mean tide, The location selected is at Puhilele,
about 1/4 of a mile west from Kaicaloa, A coral ledge, about 6 it above mean tide, here forms
the shore, and the reef extends about 5,000 A to 6 fathoms water. It would have been
preferable 10 navigators to have placed the light at the extremity of the shoals, but the vastly
increased cost of construction and maintenance prevented, and it is considered that the
purpose will be well served by the structure as it is. A small frame house has been added for
the use of the light keeper and a water cistern built for his use. Cost $2,848.00.%

A Mr. A Alona was hired as lhe keeper. Thurston explained the conditions of his
employment: “Your appointment to commence the Sth day of April 1888 and your pay shall be
Twenty Dollars a month, You are required to report to the Minister of the Interior, from time to time,
the condition of the Light House under your charge, and to make requests to this office for oil and

other supplies.”*

Fitted with its Fourth-Order Fresnel lens, the lighthouse projected a fixed, white hight, visible
from all points of the compass at a distance of ten miles, To identify the tower, its shaft was painted
white and the lantern a distinctive red. Although an important improvement to navigation, some
mariners still complained, suggesting that the light should be visible from at least fifleen miles to
prevent accidents.” No changes were introduced, however, until the next century, when responsibility

for the lighthouse was assumed by the U5, government.
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The lights at Barber’s Point and Diamond Head were the most prominent of the Hawanan
government’s cantributions to maritime safety during this period. Nonetheless, there were an number
of other aids introduced on O ahu in the years just prior to their completion. These included
numeraus buoys and other more informal markers and possibly a number of lighted markers.™ In
1885, then Governor of O"ahu John Dominis wrote out “Rules and Regulations” for the maintenance
of lights built on the northwestern shore of O’ ahu at Waialua.” However, no other records survive

before this date describing these or other lighthouses, several of which may have existed.

Developments on other Hawaiian Islands closely paralieled those on O ahu and Maui. The
earliest lighthouse on the island of Hawai'i was built at Kawaihae on the northwest coast. Whereas
Lahaina and Flonalulu were the principal poris for whalers during the early part of the nineteenth
century, by the 18405 Kawaihae and Hilo were also becoming important stopping points, particularly
for provisions and water. Cattle also were shipped from }lawai'i to Lahaina and Honolulu to supply
meat for the ships anchored there. With the increase in shipping, it became apparent that lighted aids
were needed 2 The Hawaiian eovernment made no effort to address this need, so initiative was taken
by local businessmen. [n 1859, the firm of G.W. Macy and Company undertook to build a light tower
at Kawaihae, The Pacific Commercial Advertiser pointed out in January, 1859 that a lighthouse at

Kawaihae would contribute to improved maritime safety along Hawai'i’s shore.™

G.W. Macy and Company’s plans were never carried out. In 1869, the Hawanian government

committed to improving the situation, and in the early part of the year builder Sam Chillingworth was
awarded the contract to build a lighthouse. Writing to Frederick W. Hutchingon, Minister of the
Interior for the Kingdom of I1awaii, Chillingworth explained on June 23, 1869, “I have framed in the
stonework, and built a strong platform and protecting house and having whitewashed everything in
connection with the light, it is now in a firm and complcte state, and from this date the light will be
attended to without intermission.” Chillingworth was subsequently given the job of keeper at four

dollars a month,**

In 1871, Kawaihae was designated as one of six points of entry for the Kingdom of Hawail.
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The anchorage became an important place of supply for cattle from Waimea and also, increasingly,
as a shipping point for the growing sugar and coffee industnies. Fueled in the traditional way with
whale oil, the light served through the mid 1870s as an imporiant maring marker.* In 1877, following
an accident with the oil lamp, the tower had 10 be rebuilt. Replaced temporarily with a kerosene lamp
attached to a pole, a new lighthouse was completed in 1879, built wpon the foundations of the onginal
structure. The Hawaiian Annua! announced in 1880, “For the anchorage at Kawaihae a white light,
about fifty fi above sea level, has been erected, 2t a point beanng from the N.E. comer of the reef.”

It further pointed out that “ The light can be seen as a distance of ten miles ouf 1o sea.™

Efforts to improve the safety of the approach to Kawaihae were matched at the larger harbor
of Hilo Bay. Almost an open roadstead instead of a protected harbor, because of its width, Hilo Bay
had become an impeortant anchorage by the middle years of the nineteenth century with the growth
of agricultural enterprises in the area around Hilo town. Also, like Lahaina and Honoluhy, it was an
imponant mission station as well. By the 18603, Hilo was doing a bnsk business in colfee, ammowroot,
and sugar. The town aiso included numerous provision stores, blacksmith and cabinet shops, bakeries,
animponant church, and a large centrally located building containing the courthouse, post office, and

the governor’s and the shenil's offices ™

The Hawailan government, eager to encourage commercial development at Hilo, pressed for
a lighthouse to guide ships entering the bay. Afler much consideration of various alternatives, a
decision was made to build a signal at Pauka'a Point, near the entrance to the bay. Constructed of
wood, the structure was completed in August, 1869 at a cost of $325.% Lit with a conventional sperm
oil larap, the Pauka'a Point lighthouse proved unsatisfactory to most mariners, who could only see
the light when approaching Hilo Ray directly from scaward. [.. Severence, a Maine immigrant
appointed shenffofthe island of lawai'i, called for improvements, and in 1873, a kerosene lamp was
substituted. This, in turn, improved visibility to a distance estimated at ten or twelve miles.”® To

further improve the situation, a second, smaller light was added on the town’s wharf as well.

In 1880, the Pauka a Point lighthouse was described as a plain, fixed light, with an elevation



of fifly A above sea level * Despite constant complaints by mariners and the pressure of Severence,
nothing was done to improve the light until 1890, when a new tower was built for Hilo Harbor at
Pauka a Bluff, above the old marker. The new light featured two white lights, set at gighteen inches
apart, on a horizontal line parallet to the coast. The wood-frame tower was 25 fi tall, putting the

lights at 159 [t above sea level,”

The Hawaiian government's efforts a1 Hilo and Kawaihae were matched elsewhere on the
island. In 1889, C.L. Wright, president and manager of the Hawaiian Railroad Company requested
that a lighthouse be built at Mahukona, north of Kawaihae, in order to facilitate shipping from North
Kohala, an important sugar-producing area, served by a newly built rail line. Wright wrote that
“Foreign vessels call here about every three weeks and they ofien lose much time not knowing where
to come in. In thick weather it is also bard for steamers to find the place. Tn addition it will be of

material assistance for vessels bound up the channel. "

The new Mahukana lighthouse was a stone structure, bullt upon a rock tedge. A truncated
cone, twelve [t in diameter at the base and reducing to three [t at the top, the lighthouse was
constrected of ;1 combination of rubble stone and concrete. Its total elevation was fifteen A, giving
the signal a height of approximately 75 A above sea level. 1t was lit by a one hundred candle-power
kerosene lamp, mounted in a wood lantern. The signal was visible from about nine nautical miles,
according to W.D. Alexander, surveyor general for the Kingdom, when reporting on completion of

the lighthouse in 1889.*

Wright, his company'sinterests inked strongly to improved navigation, pressed for additional
lighthouses in the vears just afler placement of the Mahukona light. In 1891, he requcsted a lighted
beacon on the coast of Kohala, near the new Kohala mill. He also asked for another light near
Makahanaloa, southeast of the Kohala mill and seven miles north of Hilo.** Unfortunately money was
not available, and construction would wait until 1897, In that year both beacons were completed to
the same design — a wood frame, forty-f tower topped by a white-painted lamp room. Provided with

lenses manufactured by the Paris firm of Barbier and Benard, both lights were visible from ten miles
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at sea.’? Neither the Makahanaloa lighhouse nor the second light built at Kavhola Point had resident
keepers but were tended by workers with residences elsewhere. By the early part of the twentieth

century, both facilities were in poor condition and considered unsafe *

There were sporadic efforis elsewhere to provide navigational aids on the island of Hawai'i.
Together with fixed markers and buoys, another lighted beacon was provided on the Hamakuva coast
between Pepe’ekeo and Kukuihaele in 1890, Placed on an exposed promontory of broken ledges, the
Laupahoehoe beacon was intended to guide ships along the northeast shore of the isiand, toward
landings used by several sugar companies, Consisting of a thiny-(1 wood trestle tower, surmounted
by a fixed, keroscne-powered light, this marker proved largely ineffective, because of its poor
visibility. Like the Makahanaloa lighthouse and that at Kauloa Pomt, this lighthouse had no resident

keeper. "’

By the early years of the twentieth century the island of Hawai'i had a total of fourleen
beacons, seven built by the Hawaiian government and seven paid for privately. When surveyed in
1904, at the time the U_8. Light House Board had agreed to take over the management of ighthouses

and other markers in the Hawaiitan [slands, they were scen as completely inadeguate to their purpose:

Mast of these stations are in such a dilapidated cordition that they should be rebuilt; failing
that, they should be largely repaired, and in most cases the present old and poor illurminating
apparalus should be replaced with full-powered lights of proper orders. The coasts need to
be strongly lighted, because of the many sugar plantations on which there are strong electnic
lights visible many miles at sea.*®

Developments on the island of Hawai'i had been paralieled by effornis on Kaua'i. Animportant
site of sugar production from the 1830s, Kauai, the northern-most of the Hawaiian Islands, had a
checkered history of installing navigational aids. Most of the earliest beacons were built and
maintained by private businesses. By 1884, there were fourteen sugar plantations on the island, with
a total of eight mills. Shipping sugar to Q" ahu required landings close to the plantations. By 1900,

three were twelve landings, each marked by lights to guide approaching vessels.”
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All of these lights were modest lanterns, sometimes hand-held, but more typicaily lights
mounted on wood posts. Located on both sides of Hanama'ulu bay, at Kapa™a landing, at Anahola
Bay on the east side of the island, and at Hianapepe, Kaunuloa, and Waimea Bays on the south shore,
these beacons were placed about Fourteen to eighteen ft above sea level and consisted of kerosene
behind red glass to distinguish them from the plantation lights. None had a visibility beyond three

miles at sea ™

At 'Eleele landing on Hanapepe Bay a more ambitious light had been established in the late
ninetcenth century. Fitted with a reflected red light, the lamp was placed on a simple wood trestle
tower 36 A tall.® However, the only substantial marker on Kaua'i was built at Nawiliwili on Ninini
Point, near theisland’s principal town of Lihu"e. Established in 1897, the wood-frame, forty-ft 1ower
was paid for by the Hawaiian government. 1t featured a kerosene lamp, enbanced by a reflector. The
light, situated seventy i above sea level, was visible at ten miles at sea. Unlike the other markers, the
light station featured a modest keeper's dwelling. It was Brst occupied by Manuel Souza, an

immigrant of Partuguese decent from Massachusetts.™

By the beginning of the twentieth century, the islands of Maui, Oahu, Hawai'i, and Kaua'i
had only eighteen lighthouses, ninetcen unlighted day beacons and twenty-one buoys, along with a
number of other types of markers, for a total of some seventy navigational aids. Of these there were
only five significant lighthouses, which might be considered landfall markers, with the remainder of
the lighted beacons being essentially hatbor markers.* There were ne lighthouses on the islands of
Lana'i or Kaha alawe. Little Molokini near Maul would have its first fighthouse only in 191 0. The
island of Ni'ihau would not have a lighted beacon untii World War F1.°* 1t was generally agreed by
local busingss interests and by mariners that Hawai'i"s aids to navigation were inadequate and poorly

conceived. Asthe .S, Special Commissioner reponting on Hawai'i's lighthouses explained in 1903:

The lighthouses [in Hawai'i] are generally of a very crude character, the one on top of the
custom house in Honoluli being a lantern with a red cloth tied around it.... ['understand that
there is not a single revolving light on the island coast. On the island of Hawaii there are but
six lights and they are all “fixed,” so-called, two small colored ones and four white ones, and
all very cheap and of short range. ... The keepers are paid from $25 to $30 a month.*
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Early Navigational Markers on Moloka’i

The isiand of Moloka'i was no different frum other islands duning the nineteenth century with
regards to the provision of navigational aids, The first lights established at Moloka'i were those
placed at Kaunakakai in 1880. A modest anchorage for inter-island trade and travel from and 1o
Mcloka'i, Kaunakakai was really the only port serving the island. Relatively unprotected and with a
shallow bottom, the harbor required that ships calling at Moloka'i depend on barges and shallow drafl

boats to unload cargo or take on or off passengers.™

Monetheless, the use of the harbor increased by the [870s; and loca! businessman Rudolph
William Mever was asked by the minister of the interior H A P. Caner to select locations for front
and rear range lights to guide ships coming inte the harbor. Meyer selected the sites and supervised
the erection of wooden spars carrying ordinary kerosene lamps. Assigned a local keeper, at a salary
of eight dollars a month, the range lights were placed in service in 1880, Despite their small size, the

lights were reported visible at between five and seven miles at sea,™

The lamps for the Lights were lit each night around sunset. The keeper was responsible for
cleaning the lamps each day and ensuring their reservoirs were refilled. 1n 1889 Samuel Kainali was
the keeper. He sometimes had difficulty collecting his salary, Meyer, wrniting on his behalf to the
minsster of the Interior compiained that “Samuel Kainali has called upon me for is money, three
months wages to March 31, 1889, at eight dollars a month.™* By the tum of the century, little had
changed, and the keeper, then Joseph N. Uahinui, still received the same safary.*

Although a report completed in 1903, prior to the U.S. Light House Board’s assumption of
responsibility for Hawai'i's lights, called for a masonry lighthouse tower outside the harbor entrance,
this proposal was not acted upon® The lights themselves were replaced and set on by new weod
posts. The front range light was placed on a forty-ft past “on the northerly side of the Kai O Kalohi
Channel.™ Its color was changed from red to a fixed white light. The rear light, located about 160

yards from the front light, continued to display a red signal. ™ Further minor changes were introduced
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in 1907 %

Whereas the range lights at Kaunakakai were in the longstanding tradition of harbor lights,
aiding small ships coming into the anchorage, the light at La’au Point on Moloka'i’s southwestern
tip was a Jandfall light. As such it was intended primarily to aid vessels approaching the Hawaiian

1slands from abroad.

The Treaty of Reciprocity between the Kingdom of Hawaii and the United States signed in
1873 resulted in a further expansion of Hawai'i’s sugar industry and increased maritime commerce
between Hawai'i and the United States.® There was also increased tralfic from other countries

seeking landfalls in the [awaiian Islands in order to safely navigate into Hawaiian harbors.

In 1878, the American ship H. N. Carferon struck the shore on the west end of Moloka't and
was wrecked there ™ This event made it apparent that better provisions would need to be made to
aid the increasing number of ships entering the twenty-five mile wide Kaiwi Channel from the norh,
on their reach into Flonolulu. Diamond Head served in the daytime as a landfall on O"ahu, but no
comparable landmark existed on the Moloka'iside of the channel. Moloka'i’s western shore consisted
of a sandy shoreline and low-lying bluffs, the latter rising gradually to mountains in the east. This
made navigating the passage difficult, even in daylight. Navigation was particularly hazardous at

night %

In 1880, the Hawaiian Legislalurc appropriated $2,500 for the construction of a lighthouse
on the western side of Moloka'i. Rudolph William Meyer was again given the assignment to select
the best site.® Meyer chose La au Point {also known as Kalaeckala Point), the south-westernmast
tip of the island. Remotc and barren, Meyer reasoned this would be the most visible peint and also
a location to which building materials and supplies could be easily delivered. Writing to minister of

the Tnterior H.A. Carler, Meyer enthusiastically reported:

Nature has favored the place with a little projection about 25 ft above the level of the sea and
by going 65 A from the extreme point there is ample room for a structure 25 A high or even
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more if desired. This would elevate the light to about 30 fl above sea level and can be
distinctly seen from a distance of nearly ten miles. I was there at low tide and could not
discover any breakers further out than 400 1 1n a westerly direction and 170 ft in a southerly
one, Vessels can thercfore come very near without danger, thus making a very high structure
unnecessary.®’

Although the Hawanan government’s intention had been to build a stone tower, there were
no readily available materials near the site. Meyer suggested, instead, that a wooden tower be built,
“which in this ocality being an extremely dry one, will stand for many years without repairs.” Meyer
also identified a good location for ofl-loading materials, supplies, and workmen for the project, about

one and a quarter miles north of the point *

Meyer’s ptan, to which Carter apparently agreed, was to build the structure for the tower in
Honoluly, and then have it assembled on Moloka'i after shipping. In the interim, Meyer argued that
a temperary wood spar, carying a kerosene lantern, be placed on the site, smmilar to the solution
carried out for the Kaunakakai range hights. Meyer also took the initiative to negotiate a lcase for the

property from its owner, a woman of Royal Hawaiian lineage named Kulikolani #

In 1881, a contact was awarded to H. Hackfeld and Company of Honolulu to build the
lighthouse structure. The final decision was to take the bigger step and build & stonc tower, as
originally planned. Native workers were employed to gather boulders and stones and haut them to
the site.™ By December the work was completed. A Notice to Mariners was prepared by the minister

of foreign zflairs:

On and afier the FIRST of January, 1882, there will be exhibited on the extreme Southwest
Point of the Island of Molokai... a fixed white Fresnel Light of the Fourth Order, showing ail
points of the compass. The Light is fifty fl above sca level and is visible from a vessel’s deck
in clear weather a distance of eleven miles. The Tower is painted white; the iantern red.”

Shortly before completion of the La'au Point statien, John Warren Burrows was appornted
keeper at a salary of sixty dohars a month — a figure high for keepers by Hawai'i standards. Burrows

worked throughout December, 1881, assembling the Fresnel lens and setting the entire apparatus in

22



the cupola of the tower. EHe was housed in the modest keeper’s quarters located on the point, adjacent

to the highthouse

Anticipating the kinds of problems later facing the keepers at Kalaupapa, Burrows
experienced a life of isolation and difficulty. Revealed through his lengthy correspondence with
Mevyer, who remaincd a point of contact for the Moloka'i lighthouse operations, life for the keeper
at La au Point was different from that of those assigned to Hawai'i’s other Light stations.” La’au
Point was really the first of the light stations in the Hawaiian 1slands to have been established to serve
as a landfall marker for ships entering a channel. All of the others up to that point had been harbor
or anchorage lights, such as those at Honolulu or Lahaina or at Pauka'a Point and Kawainae on the
island of Hawai'i. Barber’s Point lighthouse, which, like La’au Point lighthouse was a landfall marker,

would not be completed until 1838 and even then, would not be as isolated as La’au Point.

Throughout his tenure, Burrows faced problems in managing the light. 1t was sometimes
difficult to get supplies, including oil for the lamps, onto the point. A reliable source of water was
never found, and the station had to rely on casks of water brought to the point by lighter.™ Within
ihree years, both Meyer and Burrows admitted that the onginal lamps worked pooriy with the Fresnel
lens, never allowing the apparatus to function at full capacity. Two successive lamps delivered in July,
1884 and in August, 1885, performed poorly or leaked and Furiher replacements had to be

requested.”

Although Burrows’s salary was increased to seventy-five dollars monthly in 1882 - in
recognition of the problems he faced -- even this was rarely sent on time. At times Burrows faced the
probtem of no water, having occasionally to transport it himself.” The same was true of essential fuel
for the lamps, which at times ran out. In July, 1891, afier nearly ten years at the station, Burrows

wrote the following letter to C N, Spencer, the minister of the Interior:

I have been for nine and one haif years Light Keeper at this place at a salary of $75 a month
without rations. Qut of this sum I have to pay an Assistant $25 per month including his board.
T also have to bring all the oil (with the exception of 40 cases landed here} from Kaunakakai
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20 miles each way, besides all my own food etc. For this purpose I am obliged to keep a large
stock of pack animals. In former years 1 have been able to raise a few vegetables, which
helped me out a little. But of late it has been so dry nothing would grow. My water stii
remains unfit for use. We are getting water from Haleolono, 10 miles distans. 1 don’t think
there is more out of the way, inconvenient place in the Kingdom than this. The landing is
never to be depended on from one day to another. In consideration of the above
disadvantages and inconveniences T humbly request Your Excellency to increase my Salary
to $100 per month from July 1, 18517

Burrows’s reguest was turned down, despite further efforts on his behalfby Meyer. However,
he later received water filters and improvements were made in securing the necessary supplies of oil

for the lamps.™

Burrows would remain at the station, with his Hawailan wife and several chiidren, until hus
death in 1898, He was replaced immediately by s son, J.R. Burrows, then 2 young man of 26, weil
accustomed to life at the isolated station.™ The sentor Burmows had worked hard as the keeper and
had received little help and recognition for his service or the difficulties under which he worked. This
would in many ways be typical of life for keepers on Hawai'i’s more remote landfall light stations and

would suggest the conditions under which keepers at Kalaupapa would later work.

In 1962, the La au Peint lighthouse, then under the charge of Burrows’s son, was rebuilt and
repainted. Extensive repairs were made at the time as well to the keeper’s cottage. In 1906 the
onginal stone Tighthouse tower was replaced by a thiny-five-ft, wood-frame structure, located just
adjacent to the older tower and incorporating some of the stones as a foundation.* In 1912, the
station, then under the control of the U.S. Light House Board, would be automated and a weod,
trestle tower would be built on the blufTbehind the earlier station. At an elevation of 151 ft above sea

level, the new automated light was visible at eleven miles at sea™
The U.S. Light House Board Assumes Control

In the summer of 1898, President William Mc¢Kinley signed a joint resolution of the U.5,

Congress annexing the Hawaiian [slands to the United States. Although the Republic of Hawah,
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proclaimed in 1893, retained control of the government, sovereignty of Hawai't was transferred
formally to the government of the United States on August 12, 1898, an occasion marked by a

ceremony held in Honolulu *

In 1902 members of a Congressional committee arrived in the Hawalian Islands to make an
investigation of navigational aids and public buildings. Under the auhonty of Leslie M. Shaw,
Secretary of the Treasury, W H. Eustis, Special Commissioner, reported on the condition of
Hawai'i’s navigational markers. He relied on the advice of Lieutenant Hugh Rodman of the U S.

Navy, who had visited the Hawaiian 1slands earlier in the year.”

The initial report of the Hawaiian Investigation Committee presented a bleak picture of the
current status of Hawai'i’s Hghthouses. Heary E. Cooper, Secretary of the Temtory of Hawaii in his

testimony before the Senate Committee on the Pacific Islands concluded:

The coasts and harbors oFHawaii are woefully deficient in lighthouses. Thereis only one first-
class light-house in the Territory. This is on Diamond Head, overlooking the harbor and city
of Honolulu, This light cost about $15,000; the lens is of the first order. There are a few other
inferior lights established at different points, but they are wholly ineflicient to meet the
requirements and just demands of the rapidly increasing commerce of the Hawaiian waters.™

The report contined:

These lights have all been erected either by the monarchy or the late republic, and all are at
present maintained, kept in repair, and operated at the expense of the Territorial government.
The total cost to the Teritory for maintaining and operating all the light-houses of the
Territory for the past fiscal year ending June 30, 1902, was $6,727. Of this amount $1,054 838
were for repairs **

On January 24, 1903, a more complete repont of the Congressional commission was
published. Signed by W.H. Eustis, representing the U.5. Depaniment of the Treasury, it argued
strongly for the intervention of the federal government in matters pertaining to lighthouses and other

marine markers:
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The light houses on all the islands are still under the control of the Termtonal government.
There is universal desire on the pari of governmental officials and citizens generally that these
light houses and buoys should be transferred to the Federal Government, It seems to me most
fitting and proper that this should be done at an early day.... The lights used in the light-
houses throughout the island, except Diamond Head Light, are ordinary oil lights, either
double wicks or circular burners, Diamond Head Light is a lense of the dioptric type of the
third arder, showing a fixed while light.... There i5s no difficulty from an engineering
standpoint, in the erection of light-houses, as all the sites along the shore are sufficiently
elevated so that no tall structures are required *

Just prior to the publication of the committee’s report, of in 1902, Prince Jonah Kuhio
Kalaniana’ole was elected to the U 8. House of Representatives as a non-voting member of Congress
and delegate from the Territory of Hawail. Kuhio was aware of initiatives to transler responsibility
for the lighthouses to the federal government and became a strong advocate in Washington. He soon
learmed that the territonial legislature had either anticipated or preempted the debiberationsin the U.S.
Congress and had voted to discontinue funding approprations of lighthouses after December 31,

1603 ¥

Kuhio approached the U.S. Navy Department, asking for their assistance, but was informed
that authority for navigational aids rested with the Light House Board, not the Navy. The Light
House Board in turn informed him that it could do nothing at the time and had to await the decision
of Congress. Discussing the matter with the Speaker of the House, Kuhio was told that a special
$25, 000 emmergency fund might possibly be used for such a purpose. Unforiunately, the clerk of the
House Appropriations Committee ruled that Hawai'i was ineligible for the monies because it was an

“insular possession.” Hawai'i’s territorial status did not secm to argue on its behalf *

As the December deadline approached, Kuhio found support in the U.S. Depariment of the
Treasury. On December 23, 1903 the comptroller of the U.S. Treasury decided that “approprations
for the Light-House Establishment ... could be extended for the maintenance of the light-houses and
buoys” of Hawai'L.* Five days later, on December 28, President Theodore Roosevelt ordered by
special proclamation that the lighthouse service of the Territory of Hawali be taken over by the U.S.

lighthouse service, under the jurisdiction of the Light House Board, and that i be placed
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administratively within the Department of Commerce and Labor along with other functions of the

board. ™

On December 29, 1903, the U.S. Light House Board was officially directed to take charge
of the Hawaiian lighthouse service. As relayed in the annual repori of the Department of Commerce
and Labor, “The Board, with the approval of the Secretary of Commerce and Labor, at its session
on January 4, 1904, ordered that “the boundaries of the Twelflh United States light-house district be

extended so 88 to include within it the Hawailan Islands and their dependencies. ™™

With this shift in responsibility, the lighthouses and other marine markers in the Hawaiian
Islands entered upon a new phase in their history. No longer subject to the wavering aims and
uncerain funding of the Hawailan government, Hawai' i’s navigational aids would become part of a
vast organization, with considerable funding, man-power, and technical expeniise. Hawai't's
lighthouscs were to become fully modern. They were also no longer fully the domain of the Hawaiian

Islands but an integral component of a federal system.

The organization within which Hawai'i’s lighthouses and other navigational aids were
subsumed was a mature and complex entity. The government of the United States had been unique
in accepting responsibility for the construction and maintenance of navigational aids; European
countries had long followed a tradition of charging “light dues” or other kinds of direct duties (ot in
some cases local or private subscriptions) for the construction of lighthouses and other markers, much
as had occurred in Hawai'i during the nineteenth century ™ Prior to the American Revolution each
of the thirteen colonies had been responsible for their navigational aids. These had been of varying
quality, but included twelve lighthouses along the eastern seaboard all built before 1771. {Severai of
these had been damaged during the war and had been either rebuilt or repaired in the 1770s or early

1780s.)**

In 1789 the first Congress of the United States passed an ambitious and unprecedented law

for the country to take on full responsibility for all navigational aids and for the funds to support such
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an underiaking 10 come from the national treasury, This was in fact the ninth act passed by Congress
and it would have far-reaching impacts on the development of trade and maritime commerce in the
country, Placed under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Treasury Depariment, what was to become the
lighthouse service assumed contro! of the existing lighthouses and other navigational aids and began

a slow program of constructing new lighthouses and other markers,™

Operations of the early “Lighthouse Establishment,” as 1t was (irst known, were handled by
the commissioner of revenue, within the Treasury Depaniment, until 1802, when the secretary of the
Treasury, Albert Gallatin, assumed direct supervision of the organizations activities.”” However,
because the country was small during these formative years, other high officials oRen took a direct
interest in the construction of individual lighthouses and even the details of contracts.” But by the
first decade of the nineleenth century, this was beginning to change and the organization assumed

greater authonty and independence.

Still, a munber of important lighthouses had been consiructed by 1800. These included those
at Cape Henry, Virginia {completed in 1791); Portland Head, Maine {also completed in 1791); Tybee
Island, Georgia {1791); Seguin, Maine {1795), Bald Head (Cape Fear), North Carolina {1790);
Montauk Point, New York (1797); Cape Cod, Massachusctts (1797); Cape Hatteras, North Carolina
{begun in 1798); Ocracoke, North Carolina (also hegun in 1798); Gay Head, Massachusetts (1799),
and Eaton's Neck, New York (1799) "

By 1810 fully nineteen additional lighthouses had been constructed, sixteen of which were
constructed between New York and Canada along the New England seaboard. These included lights
at Gloucester, Massachusetts (1801), Chatham Harbor, Massachusetts (1808); Franklin lsland, at
Muscongus Bay, Maine (1807); and Whilehead Island, at the entrance to Pencbscot Bay, also in
Maine (1807). Along the South Atlantic Coast, in addition to the completion of the impressive
lighthouses at Cape Hatteras and that at Okracoke, the Lighthouse Establishment completed a light
at Smith Point on the Chesapecake Bay and lights at Old Poim Comfort (1802) and New Point
Comfort (1805 in Virginia ™
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In 1813, responsibility for navigational aids was shified back to the commissioner of revenue,
who continued to administer the lighthouse program until 1820, when the Lighthouse Establishment
came under the anthonity of the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury Department. The Filth Auditor af the
time was the hard-working bureaucrat Stephen Pleasonton, who became known by the unofficial title
of general superintendent of lighthouses. 1n control of the operations of lighthouses as well as many
other revenua matters until 1851, Pleasonion was mstrumental in building up the organization,

overseeing its transition to what would alter be titled the Light House {or Lighthouse} Service.”

By the early 1840s, Pleasonton had a stalf of nine clerks, four of whom were assigned solely
to lighthouse matters. Additional administrative work was assigned to local collectors of customs,
who were given the title of superintendent of lighthouses for their Junisdictions. The collectors had
the responsibility of selecting sites for lighthouses and other marine markers, oversaw the purchase
of land, and supervised construction, They also dealt with hiring and firing keepers, authonizing

repairs to Yight stations, and seeing that supplies were delivered and paid for,'™

Pleasonton carefully supervised all operations and verified all expenditures. Lacking technical
expertise in masitinie activities, Pleasonton relied upon Winslow Lewis, a retired sea captain and
inventor, for advice on new technology, especially the types of lamps and lenses to be employed in
the lights. This lack of professionat background impeded some aspects of the service’s activities,

although the liphthouse service's finances were well controlled through Pleasonton’s diligence. '

The operation of the Lighthouse Establishment under Pleasonton was not universally
applauded. Periodic wrecks and other evidence of shoricomings lead to public pressure throughout
the early decades of the nineteenth century. In 1837, at the request of the Treasury Depariment,
construction of a significant number of new lighthouses was authorized by Congress. Uncertain of
the efficacy of the lighthouse service Congress also provided that inspections be made of future
proposed sites to ensure that no duplication of efforts occurted . ' Finally, in 1838 a new act provided
for the division of the U.S. lighthouse service into eight districts, six along the Atlantic seaboard and

two for the Great Lakes. The law also called for ihe assignment of 8 U.S. naval officer to each
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district, in order to upgrade the professional caliber of operations, '™

By 1842, the Lighthouse Establishment aversaw the operation of 256 hghthouses, 3¢ {loating
lights, and many more buoys and beacons, most of them located along the northeastemn seaboard of
the United States. But by this period there were also many lighthouses along the southern seaboard
and also lighthouses marking significant landfalls and hazards on the Great Lakes.'™ Most of the
newer lighthouses were built of brick or sione, usually covered with mortar. The majority were
painied white, but some were lelt unpainted or, alternatively, decorated with distinctive markings.
Their height varied, depending upon the clevation of their sites and the specific needs of the |ocalities
in which they were situated. Most of the towers were circular in section, others were octagonal or

otherwise multi-faceted '**

The carliest lighthouses wers fitted with oil lamps, oflen of imited effectiveness. Beginning
inthelate eighteenth century, simple, single-wick lamps were replaced at many light stations by multi-
wick lamps, known as “spider lamps.” Despite the fact that they performed badly, this type of lamp
remained in use at many stations until 1812, when the new Argon lamps, fitted with parabolic
reflectors, were introduced throughout the lighthouse service in the U.S, It would not be until 1838,
with Congressional interventton, that the U S_began to introduce the far more efficient Fresnel lenses

into the service. '™ {Sce discussion of lenses and lighting apparatus below).

Pleasonton conducted the lighthouse service with great efficiency and was proud inhis report
of 1842 to point out that the cost of operation of lighthouses in the United States was half that of the
United Kingdom ' Nonetheless both Congress and the public continued to be dissatisfied with the
Lighthouse Establishment, and in 1847 the Corps of Engincers was assigned the responsibility for the
construction of six new lighthouses then proposed -- a responsibility previously assumed by
Pleasonton’s office.’® In 1851, a special investigating board was set up to look into the matter of
U.S. Tighthouses and other marine markers, The board’s 760-page report concluded that the U.S.
lagged significantly behind other countries in terms of the efficiency ofits lights, despite the continual

increase in the averall number of aids '™



As a resull of Congress’s intervention, the U8, Lighthouse Establishment was thoroughly
reorganized. In the Treasury Department’s appropriation act of March, 1831 Congress “authorized
and required” the secretary of the Treasury to appoint an investigating board to include two high-
ranking naval officers, two army engineering officers, a civilian of “high scientific attainment,” and
a junior officer of the navy to act as secretary. It was this initia! board that wrote the critical repont
of the lighthouse service under the Filth Audior and led to the establishment of a permanent board

of nine members the following year '’

Beginning in 1852, aperations of the U.S. lighthouse service officially fell under the authonty
of the Light House Board Comprised of well-regarded members of the naval and miiitary
gstablishment and civilian members A D, Bache, supenntendent of the Coast Survey and Joseph
Henry, first secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, the board underiook to completely reorganize
the system of navigational aids employed in the country. Soon afier assuming their authority, the

board reorganized the service into twelve districts,'"!

Incorporating new territoriesunder U.S. control, including California and the nonthwest coast,
cach district was placed under the authority of an inspector, whose duties were to supervise the
construction of new lighthouses and other marine markers, They were also to see to the installation
of efficient lighting devices and to see that all markers in their distnicts were kept in repair and good
working order. Responsibility for personnel matters were still delegated to local customs agents, who
saw to the appointment of kecpers and the disbursement of funds for routine operations. However,
by the late ninetcenth century, these responsibilities gradually eroded and more and more of the

operations of the service were assumed directly by the district inspector,'?

Within a few years of the establishment of the Light House Board -- as operations became
more complex and the authority of customs officers in operations declined - the administrative
structure of the Board expanded to included both an inspector and a district engineer in each of the
twelve districts. The inspector, who remained 2 naval officer, was responsible for the geperal

superintendence of lighthouses, tightships and other marine markers in his district, the engineer,
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usually recruited from the Army Corps of Engineers, oversaw the placement and construction of
lighthouses and other markers, The board also set up a central depot for dispersing supplies and
equipment to lighthouses and light vessels. This was located in the Third District at a site in Staten
Island, New York. '

Under the Light House Board’s authonty the quality of mds to navigation in the United States
improved immeasurably. For the first time, the placement of new lighthouses was based stnctiy on
maritime considerations, not the influence of local inspectors or paoliticians. The efficiency of
operations alsoimproved dramatically. Lighthouses and lightships had to maintain goed quality lights;
their keepers and skippers had to perform their duties efficiently and competently or they were
quickly removed from their posts. Reinforced by the required three-monthly inspections undertaken
by the district inspector, cach of the districts witnessed an improvement in navigational aids, quickly

making the United States one of the leading services in the world. '

One of many of the innovations introduced by the Light House Board was the annual
publication of the Light Lists. Showing the location of each light, Jightship or buoy, the Light Lists
became a critical aspect of navigation in U.S. territorial waters, citing statistics on locations, changes
to lights, range and visibility, the charactenstics of lighthouses and their signals and much more. The
Light Lists, in wrn, were supplemented by periodic Notices to Marniners, which announced significant

changes in lighthouses, their locations or characteristics. ''®

Many new lighthouses were built under the board’s direction. Others were rebuilt or, in many
cases, were given higher elevations in order to improve their visibility to manners. Economy
conscious as it was under the Fiflh Auditor’s office, the Light House Board, with its considerable
technical knowledge, experimented with new lighting devices and alternative fuels, They ensured that
ail lights operated efficiently and quickly replaced damaged lamps and lenses. They improved the
training of keepers and assistants and rationalized salaries and other compensation for the lighthouse

and lightship personnel '
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On Joly 1, 1903, the Board was transferred from the Department of the Treasury to the
Depariment of Commerce and Labor (afler 1917, renamed the Depanment of Commerce).'”’ This
was the same year that Hawai'i"s lighthouses came under scrutiny by the Light House Board and the
year before Hawaei'i's lighthouses came under the contrel of the U.S. Lighthouse Board as part of the

Twelfth Distnct.

In 1910, Congress abolished the Light House Board and created a nrew Burgau of
Lighthouses."® Still situated in the Depantment of Commerce and Labor, the Burcau of Lighthouses
followed many of the existing procedures of the earlier Board, although with some significant
changes. Principal among these was a shifl rom the military and naval character of the oider service,
toward a more civilian-dominated administrative stmcture,’’® The 1910 act establishing the bureau
restricted the number of naval and military officers in the service, substituting civiban nspectors in
most of the districis. Engineers from the Army Corps of Engineers were still assigned to the districts,
to serve as technical advisors. But these officers had no role in the administrative aspects of the

district’s operations and served only as technical consultants.'™

The new Bureau also reorganized the overall structure of the lighthouse service. Soon after
passage of the act, the service included nineteen districts, with a civilian inspector assigned to alt but
three of them. Most of the inspectors by this period were career lighthouse service employees and,
while fundamentally civilian in character, the service was relatively free from politicat interference and
favaritism.'® Under the overall authority of the new Bureau chicf, George R. Putnam, the Bureau of

Lighthouses set new standards for efficiency and organization.

By 1210, the U.S. lighthouse service had control over 11,713 navigationat gtds, distnbuted
along a!! the coasts of the United States, the Great Lakes, and afler 1904, the Territory of Hawai.
An inventory completed in 1913, listed 12,824 aids overall, including 1,462 lights above the status
of river post markers;, 51 lightships, and over 7,000 buoys of all types. The service alse maintained
46 tenders [small boats], used to bring equipment and supplies to the often remote stations, and to

aid the inspector in performing his duties,'®
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Administered from the central office m Washington, the Bureau was placed under the
authority of the Commissioner of Lighthouses, served in turn by a Deputy Commissioner. Also in the
Washington office were a construction division, under the chiel construction engineer, a naval
construction division, under the superintendent of naval construction; a hydraulic division, headed
hy an assistant engineer; and the general oflice staff, supervised by the chief clerk. Each of the
ningteen districts had an office located one of the principal cities in the district, and each distnct had
its own construction and maintenance stall. Larger projects, such as the construction of new

lighthouses, were supervised by the district offices in consultation with the Washington office.'®

Hawai"i would be placed under the Ninetecnth Distniet in 1910, The office of the district
inspector was in Honolulu. Also included within the jurisdiction of Nineteenth District were markers
on other Pacific islands, including, eventually, Midway, Guam, and American Samoa -- all added 10
the U.5. lighthouse scrvice’s responsibility int the early years of the twentieth century, soon after
Hawai'i.'** America's other Pacific possessions, most significantly the Philippines and Panama, were

never subsumed within the U.S. lighthouse service, but maintained their owi establishments.

By 1917, when the Commissioner of Lighthouses, George R. Putnam, wrote an overview of
the U.S. lighthouse service, the United States had jurisdiction over an estimated 48,881 statute miles
of seacoast, rivers and lakes. Some 47,192 were directly under the authonty of the Bureau of
Lighthouses, mcluding 4,020 miles on the Great lakes and 5,842 miles of coastal rivers. Overall there
were 14,947 aids to navigation, including lighthouses, lightships, range lights, and buoys maintained
with an operating budget of approximately five million dollars annually. Nearly 6,000 people were
employed by the service, including 1,783 keepers and assistant keepers; 1,524 responsible for range
lights and light posts; 1,529 assigned to vessels; 610 in construction and repair; and 270 clerks and
engineers. Subject to civil service rules and a merit system, the U.S. clearly had the most extensive

and well managed systermn of navigational aids in the world.'**
Building of the First Kalanpapa Lighthouse and the Makapu'u Point Lighthouse

The lighthouse on the Makanalua Penninsula of Moloka'i would serve as 2 single link in this
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vast network of American navigational aids. It was not, however, an insignilicant addition to the
roster of lighthouses in the Hawaiian Islands, and, indeed, would be one of the most ambitious
undertakings of the Light House Board in the years immediately afier they assumed responsibility for

Flawai'i’s marine markers in 1904,

Attention was [irst drawn 1o the importance of a lighthouse on the north side of Moloka'i
island as early as the Hawaiian Investigation Report of 1902, As Henry Cooper, superintendent of

Public Works for the Territory of 1fawai reported:

The great bulk of the Pacific commerce passes through the channel between the islands of
O ahu and Molokai. Many hundred vessels now pass annually through this channel, and the
number s rapidly increasing, and there are, with the single exception of the light-house at
Dhamond Head, no fight-houses whatever on the exposed points of either of thesc islands.
There is a small light on the further point of the island of Molokai, but it is not visible for
more than about five miles at sea '™

In January, 1903, Licutenant Hugh Rodman, U.S. Navy, submitted his more detailed report.
Based on interviews with local merchants and mariners, as well as 2 personal investigation of existing
lights and other markers, Rodman’s report made a number of recommendations for improvements
to existing beacons and the provision of additional aids. For Makanalua Peninsula the repon
suggested that a wooden, trestle type structure, fitted with a flashing red light, visible at sea a distance

of ten miles, he placed at the “Leper Settiement on Molokai at a cost of $1,000.”

During the year 1903, the Light House Board, afier receiving the testimony and reports on
navigational aids for the territory, requested an appropnation of 360,000 for a hghthouse at
Makapu'v Point on O'ahu and another $40,000 for a new lighthouse on Makanalva Penninsula.
Congress turned down the request and did not appropriate funds for either project. The following
vear, the Board stressed apain that a new lighthouse with a Fourth-Order Fresnel lens (the same as
that used many years before at Honolulu Harber) was still required on Moloka'i and that a light with
a Second-Order lens {a much more powerfil lens) was nceded at Makapu'u Point. The 1905 annual

report of the Light House Board further emphasized that “A fourth-order light is needed at this point
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[Leper Settlement, Hawaii]. It is estimated that it will cost $40,000.” Finally, on June 10, 1966, funds
were approved and appropriated for Makapu'u Point —- a total of 360,000 as originally requested

— but nothing was allocated for Moloka'i.'*

The Light House Board continued to press for funds for the Makanalua Peninsula during the
years 1806 and 1907 In their report to Congress they emphasized that the site was an ideal location
for a lighthouse. On a dangerous coast with fittle relief, the Board emphasized, the Makanalua
Peninsula jutted significantly out to sea, making it a natural landfal! site along on an otherwise steep
and curving coast. Still, many lepislators were opposed to the idea. One of the principal arguments
against the site, in addition to the cost, was the proximily of the proposed site to the Hansen's

Disease settlement, a source of concern and prejudice for many.'™”

While Congress deliberated, the Light 1iouse Board decided to proceed with some son of
light on the site. In 1906, the annual Lights and Fog Signals of the United States (Light Lists}
contained the following entry: “Number 273 :Molokai: Makanalua Light to be established ™'

Work on the light station at Moloka'i began late in the year 1905, Poor weather in January,
1906 delayed commencement of the project.'”! Construction was under the charge of First Lieutenant
J.R. Slattery, of the US. Army. Slattery’s title was Assistant to the Engineer of the Twelfth
Lighthouse District. Because of the health requirements imposed upon Moloka't due to the presence
of the now famous coloay for sufferers of Hansen's Disease, Slattery had to secure special permits
from the Territorial Board of Health, which administered the facthity at Kalauppapa for himself and
any workers brought to the site. As of mid-January he was still awaiting access permits. They were

finally issued by Lucius E. Pinkham, President of the Board of Health, on January 22.'%

Workmen approved by the Board of Health aided some in the work as well. As Pinkham
wrote to Slattery: “Superintendent J.D. McVeigh of the Leper Settlement ... will do all the hauling
you desire and furnish clean Jabor, He advises you to delay sending material and men until the weather

moderates and becomes settled. The storm has been quite severe and has done some damage. ™"
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Replying to McVeigh, Slattery wrote that he had

consulted the Weather Bureau and sea captains along the waterfront. They all seem to think
that the weather is now settled and that the opportunity 15 favorable for sending men and
supplics for the Light House at the Scttlement by the Likelike [a small supply boat employed

by the service] tomorrow ™

Permits to go to Kalaupapa were issued to Frank Palmer, John F. Hunt, and Robert Giilispie,

employees of the lighthouse service, to do the work,'*

Within a week, the first light station was completed. As the Light House Board reporied in

its annual report 10 the U.S. Department of Commerce and Laber:

On March 1, 1906, a fixed red lens lantern light was established on Makanalua, island of
Malokai, 54 fl above the water and 34 ft above the ground, onthe top of a lead-colored mast,
having at its base a small white house with lead-colored trimmings and a red roof,

The following year the Board reponied that the dwelling for the keeper had been fully

completed, a water tank had been installed, and minor repairs made to the station.”” Although of
limited utility, the new light demonstrated that least the first steps had been made to provide a safer
passage along Moloka'i's north shore and that the Lighthouse Board had committed to providing

navigational aids for the approach to the Kaiw: Channel to the west.

Efforts for a lighthouse at Makapu' v Point, twenty-five miles away from Kalaupapa, on the

eastern tip of the island of O’ ahu, roughly paraiieled steps being taken at Moloka'l. First proposed
as early as 1888 following an maritime accident involving the bark SN, Castle, the Makapu'u light
was intended to mark the other side of the Kaiwi Channel and serve as the principal landfall light for
ships approaching Hawai'i from the west coast of the U.S. as well as those coming from South and

Central Amenca ™

With pressure from ship owners, masters, and others, the minister of the Intenior for the
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Kingdom of Hawaii, Lonn A. Thurston, recommended a light be placed on the high jut of land
forming the point. A formal request to the Hawailan legislalure was made in 1890, and by 1501, plans
were being drawn up for a small masonry tower. ' The Depaniment of Public Works concurred with
many of the earlier suggestions, with the exception of suggesting Lthat a fixed lens be installed, rather
than the Dashing proposed by the lens manufacturer, Chance Brothers and Company of Smethwick,
England.'*® The Department’s report concluded * The point is high, and good stone for building is

abundant in the vicinity. The estimated cost is $10,000."

Despite concurrence on the need for 2 lighthouse at Makapu'u Point, nothing would be done
for several years. The primary reason nothing was done was that by 1902 it was evident that the U.S.
povernment was going to intervene in Hawai'i"s maritime commerce, and it was probable that costs
of new lighthouses would be funded by the United Staies. Money for maintenance of existing
lighthouses and other markers from the territoria! government, in fact, had nearly dned up by the time

responsibility for them was transferred to the U.S. Light House Board in 1604 .1

However, it was obvious to the Congressional Investigating Committee in 1902 that a signal
at Makapu'u Point was much needed. As the Light House Board reporied in its annual repors of 1504
{cavering activitics of the previous year), “there i3 not a single light on the whole nerihern coast of
the Hawaiian 1slands to guide ships or warn them of their approach to land aller a voyage of several
thousand miles.” The board recommended passage of an act for the construction of a [ighthouse at

Makapu'u Point, requesting an appropriation of $60,000.1%

1t would take another year for the U.S. Congress Lo consider the Makapu'u lighthouse again.
But this time, discussions focused not only on the Makapu'u light, but on the need to provide funds
for long delayed maintenance of all the navigational aids in Hawai'i. Makapu'u light became
somewhat overlooked in the process of debate and discussion. However, the following year, 1906,
the need for a light at Makapu'u Point became a priority again. The following reportl was heard by

the Fifly-ninth Congress in its first session, January %, 1906;



Makapuu Point is the extreme southeastern point of the island of Oahu. To the east of it 1s
the Kaiwi Channel, which passes between the islands of Qahu and Molokai, which are about
25 miles apan. The harbor of Honolulu, the principal harbor of the central Pacific Ocean, is
on the southemn coast of Gahu, a shon distance west of Makapuu Point... There is no hight
on the entire northern coast of the Hawaiian 1slands to guide ships or warn them as they
approach those islands, The lack of such a light not only renders navigation at times very
dangerous, but in bad weather or at night oflen compels them to slow down and await clear
weather or daylight. With 1he increasing importance of the commerce between the United
States and the Hawaiian Islands, and the commerce passing the Hawaiian Islands and stopping
at Honeluh, it will be greatly to the advantage, speed and safety of vessels that this much-
needed aid to navigation be provided.'**

As aresult of the Light House Board'’s strong advocacy the bill was passed on June 10, 1906

and an appropriation of $60,000 was made on June 30, 1906

(ioaded further by the nuch-publicized wreck of the ship Aunchuric ol the end of
Makapu'u Point in August, 1906, efforts moved quickly to begin construction of the lighthouse ™
In January, 1907, Oscar L. Strauss, secretary of the U.S. Department of Commerce and Laber cabled
Territorial Governor George R. Carnter that the President proposed issuing an executive order to
reserve approximately ten acres of land for the lighthouse." Carter, in his reply, clarified that only

a portion of the land was actually owned by the Termitory, and that that poriion was under lease.'*

Qn January 12, 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt signed an executive order declaring that
9 82 acres be set aside for the kighthouse station. In addition to the public lands, an additional 7. 906
acres were purchased from the Bernice Pauahi Bishop estate on Aupust 292, 1907, and yet another
11.1 acres acquired the following April. This brought the total holdings to 28.826 acres. ™™ The 1907

annual repon of the Department of Commerce and Labor recorded that

A survey of the site was made and a deed was prepared. A road was completed to within
about 600 it of the proposed site for dwellings. Plans and specifications for the stnuctures
have been made, and work on the site will be begun soon, '™

The summit of Makapu'u Point is fally 647 fi above the sea. Within this rough, volcanic
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terrain, a site was selected about 395 fi above sca level for the lighthouse tower. Dynamite was used
to blast the ledge in preparation for the access road and the fovrndations for the lighthouse. A second
road was constructed 10 provide access to the keepers’ dwellings, which were to be located up-hill
from the tower, in a more protected site. The houses were built of volcanic stone extracted from the
hill and had thick walls, neatly painted white trim and red-tinted shingle roofs. Water for the keepers’
use was pumped from nearly four miles away and was stered in a iron-banded redwood tank, with
a capacity of 10,000 gallons. A paddock and bam were added as well, to house horses needed to

bring supplies to the site. There was also a concrete oil house 10 hold kerosene cans for the lamp.'*'

The actual lighthou se tower was completed in October, 1908, Only thirty-ltve fi tall, because
of the overall elevation of 1he site, the circular, concrete tower would wait for several months to
receive its lantern and lens. Originally scheduled to receive a Third-Order Fresnel lens — and then
later a Second or even a First-Order lens -- the Makapu'u light would eventually be fitted with a
somewhat experimental “hyperradiant” lens. Displayed at the Columbia Exposition in Chicago in
1893, as part of the Light House Board's exhibit, the hyperradiant lens was & variation on a more
conventional Fresnel lens (and actually the “top” of the seven orders originally set out by Fresnel),
with a far greater diameter — in this case fully six f of interior area surrounding the lamp. Designed
for earlier type lighting devices, which rapidly were being superceded by the new incandescent oil
vapor lamps introduced at this time, the hyperradiant lens was something of a dinosaur at the time
of its installation.’® Still, once the decision had been made to have a lens of the First-Order, the Light
House Board decided to make good use of the equipment they owned; Makapu'u Point’s light would

ultimately be the only one fitted with a hyperradiant lens within the U.S. lighthouse service'*’

On October 1, 1909, Makapu'u Point lighthouse was it for the first time. Fitted with a
modem incandescent oil-vapor lamp, despite having been designed for aless effeclive lighting device,
the lamp and the lens created a combined output estimated at 29,000 candlepower, making it one of
the most powerful lights ever installed. The occulting (flashing) light was visibie at twenty-five miles
at sea and served as the principal landfall fight for the Hawaitan Islands for all ships approaching from

the east.*™ For the first time Hawai'i had a first-class lighthouse guiding ships into the port of
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Honolulu, (Robert Carse in his 1969 survey of lighthouses later estimated the true candlepower at

133

as much as 150,000, giving the range as fully twenty-eight miles.)

The Makapu'u Point lighthouse was the most ambitious intervention by the 115, Light House
Board in £lawai'i at the time of its completion in 1909. The pole-mounted light at Moioka'i had been
a temporary measure at best. But at other sites, more permanent signals would be established over
the early years of the U.S. lighthouse service™s involvement in the Territory of Hawaii. Indeed many
hundreds of thousands of dellars were spent on the construction of new navigational aids — and the
up-grading and maintenance of existing lighthouses and other markers —— in Hawai' i between around

1905 and around 1912.'%

Among the lighthouses completed were those at Paukaa Point on the istand of Hawai
(established in 1907); on Pepeekeo Point, also on the island of Hawai'i (and also completed in 1907),
Mahukona, Hawai'i (first displayed in1907); Kailua, Hawai'i (lit in 1909); and Kauhola Peint
{established in 1912} On the island of Maui, lighthouses were built or substantially rebuilt at Lahaina
(1505}; Kauiki Head ( 1908), Nakalele Point (1908); Pauwcla Point (1910); Hawea Point (1911), and
Molokini Island (1911). Kaua'i received new lights at Nawiliwili Harbor, in 1906, at Kahala Point,
in 1908; at Makahuena Point, also in 1908; at Kokole (1908); at Hanapepe (1912), and Kalauea Point
(1913)."

All of these new and improved Fighthouses contributed greatly to the promotion of mantime
commerce and also the safety of shipping in the Elawatian [slands. Each marked a different significant
passage or hazard and functioned together as part of a single, rationalized network of navigational
aids. The new lighthouse at Moloka'i island would serve as another picce in the puzzle of mantime

transport and commerce in the Pacific.

The Building ol the Second Light Station at Kalaupapa

Almost as soon as the temporary light station and keeper's quarters had been completed —
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in March, 1906 — on the Makanalua Peninsula on Moloka'i, plans were st in place for a more
ambiticus lighthouse and signal. On February 26, 1907, or approximately ong year afler funds were
appropriated for the new lighthouse at Makapu'u Point on Hawai'i, an act was passed by Congress
to build a new light on Moloka'i. On March 4 the same year, an appropriation of 360,000 was

approved by Congress at the request of the Light House Board "

By the middle of the summer, 1907, plans had been prepared by the Twelfth District’s
engineering office.!”” A recommendation for the site also had been compieted. This, and preliminary
drawings for the lighthouse, was forwarded to the Washington office of the Light House Board for
their approval. Specified in a letter dated August 17, 1907, the Assistant Engineer for the Twelflh
District recommended siting the tower “on the elevation known as Kalawa, in the peninsula of

Makanalua, making out from the north shore of Malokai Island "'

On September 5, 1907, A Ross, Captain, U.S. Navy, and chairman of the Committee on

Location of the Light House Board reporied that the site recommended for the “proposed light and

11 Alsc on

fog-signal on the north shore of Molokai lsland, T.H.” had been favorably agreed upon.
September 5, Henry $ Pitchert, chairman of the Committee on Lighting wrote to concur with the
location committee’s report. EHe also expressed the recommendation that the proposed lighthouse be
fitted with 2 Second-Order lens, elevated to a focal plane 226 ft above sea level, enabling a visible

range of “21 % nautical miles.” Ie recommended additionally that

in view of the proposition to put the hyper-radiant lens at Makapuu Point that the second
order lens recently ordered for Makapuu be placed at Molokai Light Station, and that the
charactenstic fashing white every 20 seconds be retained '

On September €, 1907, Colonel D. W. Lockwood, chairman of the Commitlee on Engineenng
wrote that preliminary plans for the lighthouse, prepared by “the Assistant to the Engineer of the
Twelflh Light-House District” also had the concurrence of the committee. He recommended approval

of the design with the following provisions:
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The tower to be as shown on shect 5-1, and so designed thal it will take the 2nd order bi-
valve lens and Ist order helical bar Jantern recently ordered for Makapuu Light Station. The
railing at the base of the lantern as shown on the sheet is objectionable and must be designed
in the simple form shown on the standard lantern drawings. The floor of the lantern must be
provided with an opening at least 7 R in diameter in accordance with the lantern drawings.'®

Captain C.W. Otwell, the Assistant engincer for the Twelfih District continued to work out
the details of the project and made further revisions to the plans, On April 28, 1908, Otwell conveyed
a packet containing a location map to the then acting Governor of the Temitory of Hawaii, Emest

Mott Smith:

There is also [Otwell explained in his cover letter] indicated a tract which it is proposed later
to ask to be reserved for light-house purposes. There has as yet been no survey by which the
definite description by metes and bounds can be furnished. The tract set forth includes,
however, only enough land to accomodate [sic] the buildings of the light station and to
provide a smalt tract of land upon which the keepers could raise a few vegetables.'™

The acting Governor, in tumn, referred the matter to the supenintendent of Public Works for
the territory, replying to Otwell on May 4 and again on May 22, 1908, Governor Mott Smith’s only
concern was that the “Trig. Station calted Kalawao™ might be obstructed in some way, although he

was assured, he informed Otwell, that this problem would be taken into account.™”

Work was delayed pending final approvals during May and carly June, Otwell and his stafl
also had to complete the final drawings for the lighthouse 1ower and other structures and lay further
groundwork for the acquisition of the property needed. In his report of July 1, 1908, Captain Otwell

described the progress of the Moloka'i project during the previous fiscal year:

Qutline plans for a second order flashing light were prepared and forwarded to the Board and
approved. The location determined upon is near tbe Government Triangulation Station,
Kalawao, Makanalua. The question of the setting aside of the necessary Jand for ths station
was taken up with the Executive Office of the Ternitory of Hawaii and acquiescence obtained
for the sctting aside of a tract of about twenty-five acres. A small party was dispatched to the
location a few days before the close of the fiscal year for the purpose of carrying on the
preliminary work of installing a water system and the plant. It is hoped that the light will be
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placed in commission by the latter part of the present calendar year.'”

While on-site preparations were being made for construction during the last week of June,
1908, the actual survey of the plot 1o be acquired by the U.S. government was not completed until
September, Carried out by F.H. Kales, Office of the Assistant to the Engineer, Twelfth Lighthouse
District, a survey was completed by September 16 and signed by Ctwell. ™ The plot, 2 trapezoidal
shape, measuring about 1,230 R along its longest side, 1,206 R along the sccond longest side, and 998
fl and 658 R, respectively, along the shorter sides, encompassed an estimated 27 and a half acres
overall "% Tt descended from an clevation of about 105 N to a low point of approximately 20 ft. The
land, all of it public land, then owed by the Territory of Hawaii, was comprised of a broad sweeping
slope of rough, sparsely vegetated voicanic out-crops and loose stone, following fairly regular

contours and fanning out from the high point of the Kiikolu hill, an ancient veolcanic rock form.

On Qctober 27, 1908, following approval and submission of the survey to the Light Houwse
Board and to the Executive Office of the Temitory of Hawaii, “certain lands within the Kalaupapa
Leprosarium” as specified on the drawing, were acquired for lighthouse purposes by he Us.

government under Executive Order 962, signed by President Theodore Roosevelt '™

As with the earlier light post, arrangements had to be made with the Hawait Board of Health
for permits for the workers, Concerned with preventing contamination by the disease through contact
with the patients, the Board of Health was extremely cautious about issuing permits and strict in
prohibiting interaction with the residents. This was obviously a point of frustration for the builders.
Captain Otweil complained to Mark Robinson, president of Board of Health in July, 1908, “1 have
just learned that permits to leave as well as to visit the station are reguired 211 Apparently, no simple
procedure was ever put in place, and there was always some confusion over what was required.
Occasionally emergency passes had to be issued for the work parties, as they sat in lighters [small

boats] off the landing arca, waiing to come ashore. '
The project would require a number of workers, although it is surprising, giventhe size of the
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Figure 1. lfice of Assistant {o the Enpineer of the T2th
Light-House District, Honoluiu T.H.; Mololai Light Station;
Survey of Site; Prepared under direction of Captain CW.,
Mwell, Corps of Engrs. Designed by F.H.K|ales], Drawing
No. L2-196, September 16, 1988, Board of Health,
Lighthouse Establishment, Hawai'i 51ate Avchives.
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tower and the dilficulties of construction in such a remote place, that the overall numbers were not
greater than they were. Letters between Captain Otwell and Mark P. Robinson of the Board of Health
actually name only fourteen workmen, although some other names may simply be missing from the
records. These included Leslie E. Bailey; painters Thomas Kalawa), William Kaw, William Haieole,
and Dawvid Henry; carpenters A.F. Cook and Gene Gomard; pipe-fitters Robert Weber and Charles
Marse; mason J.C. Picanco, plumber’s helper K. [wanaza; tinsruth T. Omon; and laborers George
Kahapula and Joe Morse, We know too that Eugene Wagner, later foreman of the project, was also

present from an early date, '™

Before actual work could begin arrangements had to be made for water on the site. It was
immediately determined that the existing catchment and water-storage tank built for the existing,
small station would not be sufficient cither for the work party or for the station personnel once the
new lighthouse was built. Captain Otwell, anticipating the problem as early as April, 1208, wrote 1o
C.F. Cofer, an admimstrator with the Board of Health, “For constructicn purposes and for a
permanent supply... the most feasibie way to get water seems to be through the mains already laid for
the settlement.” Water for the settlement at Kalawao came from the Waikolu Valley, above the
Makanalua Peninsula to the southeast, (twel! estimated that 300 gallons a day would be required
during the work period, and suggested that the water “could be drawn off during the day or night as
most convenient.”'” On June 9, 1908, Cofer wrote to Obwell that permission for the line had been
granted by the Board of Health,"™ That menth a party of workers began laying the pipe from the
main. A second group was employed building a road from the Kalaupapa landing to the proposed
station site, about two miles away. Otwell himself supervised bonings of the soil and rock surface to
determine the suitability of varicus spots within the site for building and to estimate the carrying

requirements of the foundation.'™

That summer and fall, work got underway on the construction project. In July a concrete shed
and a second wood-frame building were erected near the Kalaupapa wharfto store bullding matenals
and supplies. '™ Because the shoreline at Kalaupapa was shallow, cargo and men had to be transperted

from larger ships or boats by means of lighters and barges to the wharf. The lighthouse service did
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not have any of its own ships at this period and had to depend on local, inter-island freighters to carry
workers and building materials, as well as food and other supplies, to Moloka'i. Smalier shups used

included the Likefike, the James Makee, and the Jwalani '™

Once vnloaded on shore, materials were carmied to the site by means of donkeys, horses and
carts along the new road, running along the northwest and north edge of the peninsula. These
included many tons of cement, sand, lumber for forms and for the construction of outbuildings and
later keepers’ cottages, nails, iron, glass, machinery, and tools. Food for workers on site had also to
be brought 1o the site in this way, since little was available locally and this was reserved for the

resident paticnts '

Work on the lighthouse was underway by September, 1908, It required six months to
compiete the concrete work on the tower.'™ Rising to about 112 fi above grade, the tower required
wood forms for its octagonal, reinforced-concrete shell. The concrete was instalied by layer, moving
upward by distinct courses, using the then conventional technique known as cold-pouring. Twenty
A in diameter at the base, and resting on a thiny-fi wide conerete platform and foundation, the tower
tapered to approximately fourteen R at its summit. The walls of the structure were over four f thick
at the bottom, reducing to fiteen inches at the top, and it included two internai fioors or landings, in

addition to concrete supports for a later winding staircase.'™

Overall, the tower required thousands of tons of concrete, all mixed on site and carried by
wheel barow to the scaffolding and forms. 1t was then lified into position by means of a mechanical
hoist attached to the scalfolding. The whole project was extremely arduous and without doubt the
most ambitious lighthouse ever to have been built in the Hawaiian Islands. Although there are no
remaining records of the day-to-day work on the tower, we know it was very dangerous. One
worker, preparing the upper pan of the tower for its iron superstructure, fell from the scaffolding and

was killed '

The tower had been specifically designed to carry a large lighting apparatus. This was to be
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Fignre 2, Phytograph, model of Lighthouse Tower, date
tnknown [ea. 1910]). Board of Health, T7.5. Lighthouse
Establishment, 1906-1913, Hawai'i State Archives.



a Second-Order Fresnel lens, one ol the largest lens used by the U.S. lighthouse service. Documented

¥# the tower

in final drawings prepared and signed by Captain C W Otwell {dated August 4, 1908
had to be of 2 height that would optimize the characteristics of the lighting apparatus, an equation

determined by long-standing practice and engineering knowledge.'® There were also a number of

specific requirements, mcluding a shafl to contain the falling weight needed to drive the mechanism
that controlled the rotation of the lens, and also anron platform and specially designed camage and
pedestal for the lens,'™ The whole was to be topped by an approximately sixteen-fi high lantern,
surmounted by a finial and lightning rod, brnging the superstructure to a full twenty-three fi in
elevation. Overall, with its three-fi-high base and its 112 A tower, the structure measured 138 Al in
height, measured from the ground. The final focal plane of the light would be 213 il above sea level,

giving the light 2 visibility at a distance of twenty-one miles at sea.™

By the end of the year work had progressed significantly on the new light house and most of
the concrete was compleled. The final work of preparation for the lens was done in January and
February. Eugene B. Wagner, one of the first workmen empioyed on the site, and foreman by
December, 1908 provides a glimpse into the progress of the work. InMarch, 1909, he wrote a fnend
that having “fixed up the light a1 O zhu [presumably Makapu u Point]" he was “now working on

Molokai.™ As he went on te explain:

This tower is 112 fl. Have the cement all in ... and wall begin putting up the iron work next
week, Have raised one piece of the iron already. The light pedestal weighs 2,200 pounds. Had
to take it up on top. There are four other pieces each weighing 2,000 a piece. I snapped some
pictures of the tower as men were lifling the Jarge prism... 1 wish 1 was through here, there
is no place to go we are right in the leper settlement and of course are not allowed to go
anywhere else, just like prison . This life on the ocean wave isn’t what it s cracked up to
be.lzﬁ

Wagner and the other laborers were working against time to complete the structure before
the arrival of the lantern and lens. Ordered by the Light House Board in Washington in September,

1907 from the Chance Brothers and Company, Limited, in England, the lens ammived m New York
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Figure 3. Lighthouse tower under construction. Board of
licalth, U.S. Lizhihouse Establishment, 1406-1913, Hawai'i

Sate Archives.




in July and was delivered to the Twelilh District’s depot in Honolulu in November, 1908,

Based on a technology developed in the 1820s by French scientist Augustin Fresnel, the
Fresnel lenses, as they became universally known irrespective of the specific manufacturer, combined
two different methods for increasing the refractive power of lamps so necessary for providing

powerful signals.

Traditional lights, those used prior to the mid-nineteenth century, depended un cone shaped,
or parabolic reflectors, to magpnify the light from oil-fueled lamps. One method for increasing the
power of lights was to have multiple lights, alt focused through a single lens. These were known as
catuptric mechanisms. The alternative approach was to have a single light with multiple refracting
lenscs to increase the intensity. This was a dioptric apparatus. The Fresnel lens united the catoptric
and dioptric approaches (known as catadioptric), resulting in 2 central, reflecting “bulls eye” of great

intensity surrounded by refracting prisms and glass rings '™ As Hans Chnistian Adamson explains in

his history of lighthouses:

The effect is similar to the (low of water through a well-nozzled hose. The bullseye is the
hose. The refracting rings and prisms that bend and direct the beams correspond to the nozzle
that directs a solid column in any one direction -- outward,'™

The adoption of improved knowledge of optics was matched in the Fresnel apparatus by
improvements int lamps, fuel and the method of delivering fuel to the lamp. Through the years, the
earlier oil-fueled Argon lamps, favored particularly by the U.S. lighthouse service, were replaced by
coal gas lamps, then, in 1896, by acetylenc gas (kerosene). By the late ninetecnth century most of the
lamps in the U.S. had been replaced by newly developed incandescent oil-vapor lamps, fueled in fact
by kerosene. These provided a remarkably powerful and consistent light, vastly increasing the range

of many American light stations and the estimated candlepower of many lights. ™

Delivery of the fuel was another technical concern. In the mid-nineteenth century American

lighthouses depended on so-called mechanical lamps. Oil for the lamps was stored in a reservoir
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below the level of the tower. It was pumped upwards, as needed, overflowing the lamps wicks by
means of a clockwork mechanism. The lamps burned according to what was known as the constant-
leve! principle, in that the surface of the oil was kept just beneath the point at which combustion
occurred. French and later British manufacturers improved the sysiem through the introduction of
pistons moved by weights {or in some cases springs), whick drew the oil from the reservoir at a more
uniform rate. Lamps fueled in this way came 1o be known as “moderators” because of a device built
into the oil ling that could conirol the rate of low and reduce the pressure as the level of oil in the

reservoir.'*!

By the late nincteenth century Fresnel lenses had been installed in nearly all the lighthouses
within the U.S. system. Refined and improved over the years, by the early twentieth century design
and manufacture had reached a high art. In cach of the lenses a lamp surrounded by a polyzonal lens
is placed at the central focus. The lens itself is made up of glass prisms set in panels. The central part
of the lens consists of dioptric (refracting) prisms, the upper and lower sections consist of a series of
prismatic rings, which are both refracting and reflecting. The advantage of this system, coupled with
the improved lighting mechanism, is the great brifliancy of the light. The entire apparatus was alse

extremely fuct efficient, another great advantage.'”

The basic classification of Fresnel lenses s based on the interior radius of the lens, known as
the focal distance. Simply, this is the distance from the center of the light to the inner surface of the
surrounding lens. Fresnel lenses came to be classified according to order — from the smaller, least
powerful Fourth-Order lenses through the large, First-Order lenses (and even more powerful
“hyperadial” lenses) placed in larger, more important lighthouses."™ The iens for the Kalapaupa light
was classified as a Second-Order Jens, although because of its size, it bordered on being a First-Order

lens and has in some records been classifted erroneously as such,™

To distinguish one light from another, and also according to the specific functions of ditferent

lights, the signals of each marker differ. Some lights are “fixed,” meaning they conast of a single,

constant signal. More oflen the signal is moderated by an assigned period of brightness and darkness,
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creating what is thought of as a lashing light. Each light has different assigned charactenstics in order
that mariners might easily recognize the light and identify their location. The flashing effect is created
by mounting the lens upon a ring or “chariot” moved either by an electnic motor { a2 more recent

innovation) or by a weight-operated clock mechanism. ™

Typically, the weight was suspended within a channel or “shafl” in the lighthouse tower, The
weight had to be reset periodically for it to work and drive the revolution of the lens during the night.
The weights were usually steel or iron drums linked to cords or chains. Their movement was
translated to a series of gears and connected to a pinon, which rested on the ring of the lens chanot.
A vane-type governar contrelled the speed of revolution. A hand crank was employed to raise the
weight. The clock mechanism, usually enclosed in a glass case, was attached to the pedestal of the
lens. The drum was fitted with a ratchet, gears, and a clutch, to allow the mechanism to be rewound

without moving the lens.’®®

The tower at Moloka'i light station was designed 10 accommodate this type of sophisticated
lighting apparatus. Construction drawings show a thirly-two-fl long weight shaft below the pedestal
of the lens. ™ Instead of relying on ball bearings to facilitate the movement (revolution) of the lens
in its chariot, the lighthouse at Moloka'i was designed to employ a trough containing liquid mercury.
The mercury supported the weight of the lens and ensured easy movement. The device was farther
designed to allow for the lowering of the mercury vat in order to make repairs or cxamine the lighting
apparatus. The vat could also be drained for cleaning, a procedure required every six months in order
to ensure smooth operation. The mercury vat approach was chosen at Moloka'i because of the
enormous size of the lens and lamp —- the apparatus weighed over three tons — and 10 increase
reliability.’”® The signal at Moloka'i required the lens to revolve regularty around the light, creating

a flash every twenty seconds,™
The final significant component of the lighthouse was the lantern, or the superstructure

containing the light and lens apparatus. As with lenses, great improvements were made in the design

and standardization of lanterns during the nineteenth century. 2™ By the time of the construction of
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the Molcka'i light, lanterns were fabricated off-site and were made of standardized components
designed to maximize the efficiency of the lighting apparatus. That installed at Meloka'1 was made
up of a series of lozenge-shaped glass panels, mounted within an iren and bronze framework ™ The
helical bars holding the glass corresponded to the curvature of the lantern. Set diagonally, these bars
minimally obstructed the beam of light emitted by the lamp allowing for greater visibility. The lantem
was also fitted with vents and flues to allow for emissions of wastes produced by the lamp.** The
original lamp at Moloka'i was a “Meade Design,” 55 millimeter mcandescent oil-vapor lamp, with

an cstimated output of 390,000 candlepower {corrected in 1915 1o 620,000 candlepower).™

Installation of the iron work for the lighthouse began in the carly part of Apnil, 1908 ** Initial
work included installation of the iron rails for the concrete staircase, and the cast-iron platform for
the lens pedestal, located about seven fl below the top of the concrete tower, and supperting what
was referred to as the watchroom. An iron rail was also placed around the cantilevered concrete
wallery, or “catwalk, " of the tower, 116 ft above grade (including the 4-A high base). Hoisting of the
lantern and instailation of the lamp and lens followed during late April and May ** By the middle of
June the lantern and lens had becn installed and other details, such as wood windows lLighting the

interior shafl of the tower and the entrance door had also been completed **

Work continued during the summer months on other buildings and structures on the site.
These included an oil house, also built of concrete and located well away from the Light tower
{approximately 550 f1) to the nonhwest, and three houses designed to house the lighthouse keeper
and his assistants and their families. The 1909 report of the Light House Board to the Depariment

of Commerce and Labor explained:

The three dwellings are alike, one and a half stonies high, made of concrete, with two
bedrooms, living room, dining room, bathroom. Storercom, and kitchen on the main ftoor and
an attic above. A wide verandah runs arcund the front, one side, and part of the rear of 2ach
house, and is covered by a roof supported on nine concrete columns. The roofs of the houses
are of frame, covered with cormrugated-iron sheathing, ™’

There are a number of significant discrepancies in this description. 1t appears from later
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reports and historic photographs that none of the houses was in fact of concrete. One later report
sugpests that the first keeper’s dwelling, or dwellings, were wooed. ™ The present stone dwelling
appears 10 date from 1909, although a later National Park Service repont gives the date of 1913 7%
{although no other reports record or confirm this date). This dwelling, reserved for the chief keeper
and his family, was of rubble-masonry construction. It is a hipped-roof cottage, with massive exterior
walls. Residences for the two assistant keepers appear to have been of single-wall or wood-frame
construction, sheathed with some kind of weatherboarding. All appear to have been placed on
concrete foundation posts, which may account in pant for the confusion. None of the houses seem to
have had verandahs as described in the repori, but had much smaller recessed porches. The stone
dwelling, the early dwelling remaining on the site, had (and has) a recessed porch on its northwest

corner and a partially enclosed breeze-way or work area on the south.

Later site plans of the lighthouse plot indicate that the two wood dwellings had a sirular
overall shape — basically a rectangular footprint with rear shed additions.*'* The two identical wood
dwellings, tocated to the west of the stone house, had simple, gable roofs, whereas the stone dwelling
had a more claborate hipped roof. The dwellings were modest overall, but each featured two
bedrooms, a living area and dining area, an interior bathroom and a kitchen, None of the houses were
what would now be considered “one and a half stories hagh,” but were one-story buildings, elevated
somewhat above the ground, with accessible attics. None of the attics bad a sufficient elevation to

allow for use other than storage and none appear to have included windows or dermers.

The dwellings, however, made a distinct “architectural statement” — more than might have
been expected for buildings of such utilitadan purpose, although the Light House Board specifically
recommended that buildings be designed in such a way as to blend with prevailing local architectural
styles and conditions.”"' The stone dwelling was {and is} in what would now be called the Crafisman
style.'? Employing a relatively informal, open plan and iregular, almost picturesque cxterior
elevations, this structure showed great attention to detail and displayed a high level of craflsmanship.
The other twa dwellings appear to have been more utilitarian in character. All of the dwellings

followed conventions then being employed in a number of government-built buildings of the early part
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Figure 5. Cosmspleted tower, Posteard, Kaianpapa
Lighthouse, Moloka'i, ca. 191 Bishop Muscum Archives,
negative number CP 73604,




of the twentieth century, including those of the military and the Light House Board's “sister
apency,”the U.8, Lifesaving Service.”™ The stone structure, reserved for the chief keeper and his
family, featured elaborate stonework, utilizing materials taken from the site. The others appear to
have foilowed more typical building conventions in the Hawalian Islands of the period. All three were

placed in a neat row, within a stone-walled compound, dewnslope from the lighthouse,

In addition to the houses the property included an octagonal, conerete water tank, apparently
added when construction work was during the pervious summer (1908). Located about 80 A south
of the tower, it had a capacity of 12,000 gallons and stored dninking water and water needed for other
purposes for the station. A wood-frame building, possibly used both for temperary housing and a site
office, was tocated just southwest of the tower base. 1dentifiable in photographs of the site taken
dunng the construction of the 10wer, this simple plank struciure appears to have been used to cover
an oil tank used to hold kerosene intended for immediate use. 1t had been removed by 1931, when
possibly a difTerent type of tank was installed (or simply, the frame structure was seen as no longer
necessary). Aninspection conducted in 1927 reported on the tank, but made no mention of a wood
structure; so possibly the wood buillding was removed between 1924, when 1t appears in a

photograph, and 192724

In addition, there appear to have been at least two, and possibly three, other wood secondary
buildings, alt located near the residential compound. One of these was located immediately behind the
head keeper's dwelling; the other two behind one of the wood-frame houses. That near the principal
keeper’s dwelling appears to have been used for as a too! house and for storage; it was built at an
carly period, but may have dated to ca. 1920, when a parage also appears to have been added to the
site as well. The other two structures were located nearer the wood-frame cottages and were used
as wash-houses by the keepers and their families. At least one appears to have contained a shower
as well. {Only one of these structures still remains, with substantial changes and an zddition made in

1951.)

It appears that the majonity of ancillary structures were completed during the months of Jung
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through August, 1909 One of the keeper’s dwellings was still incomplete as of September, as were
some of the cutbuildings, but these appear to have been finished later in the year. Additional changes
and additions to one of the keeper’s quariers were reporied in subscquent reports, and further work
occurred on the grounds of the kecpers guarters throughout 1209 and 1910; the 1913 report of the
Governor of Hawai mentioned that “additions to 2 dwelling at the Molokai Light Station were nearly
completed.”’?* Whether the stone dwelling was in fact finished by this period, or was that referred to
in the governor’s report, remains uncertain. The 1916 report of the Bureau of Lighthouses gives an
amount of $1,362 for “general repairs to the station,”*® but this or no previous report makes any
mention of the construction of a new keeper’'s quanters on Moloka'i. {Keepers’ quarters were
completed at Barber’s Point, at Kilauea, and at Makapu'u during the same period, most paid for out
of a special Congressional appropnation passed on May 27, 1908, for improvements to dwellings and
for new dwellings throughout the service, *'” costs for the quarters at Moloka'i clearly were covered
under the onginal appropnation for the light station, suggesting that all three dwellings were

completed in 1909 or shortly afierward.)

Despite discrepancies in the record and the fact the minor changes and additions to the
complex continued to occur, the basic outline of the lighthouse station was complete by the end of
1609. The cost of the entire station had come to $59.977.04, a fittle over two doilars short of

Congress’s stipulation that the cost “not exceed $60,000,"%'

TheMgloka'i Light Station’s Early Years; Life of the Keepers and the Kalaupapa Community

On September ], 1909, the new Moloka'i light was lit for the first time. lgnited by the
station’s first keeper, James M. Keanu, the new signal, emanating from an incandescent cil-vapor
tamp and amplified by the lighthouse’s powerful Fresnel lens, shown twenty-one miles out to sea,
exhibiting bright white flashes every twenty seconds.?”” From this point on the Moloka'i light joined
a growing fraternity of lighthouses in the Hawaijian Islands and indeed had became one of its most

prominent members.
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For the next two decades the Moloka't light station would proceed with the business at hand.
A keeper was assigned to the station and was joined by his family. The first keeper was James M.
Keanu, previously assigned to the earlier Makanalua Light and destined 1o stay in Moloka tuntil 1926
—retumning in 1929 to 1932 and again from 1937 to 1939.%**He was joined by First assistant William
F. Williams and Second Assistant Charles L. Manin. Williams would remain until 1913, when he was
replaced by John H. Kanakeo. Miller stayed only a year, being replaced in 1911 by Edward L. Miller,
In 1914, john Makahi became the First Assistant Keeper, staying for five vears. The same year Ed
Robins, Ir. joined the station as Second assistant Keeper. His tenure lasted five years. In general, the

pasition of keeper enjoved a longer tenure, the junior posts tuming over more frequently

Generally, the kKcepers were joined by their families at the remote station. As with the
construction workers, the Hoard of Health had to issue passes to all of those coming and going, so
there is some record of family life.** Despite their isolaiion , the station residents formed a small
community. They shared in the work, maintained small gardens, kept animals, particularly pigs and
chickens. The men hunted and fished togeiher, as a way of improving their diets and those of their
families, but alsa for recreation. Wild pigs, goats, and deer werc plentiful on the peninsula and the

station was close to the shore, making fishing easy.””

For basic supplies the station community depended on the regular visits of the service’s cutter,
the Kwkei . Placed into service in March, 1909, the Kukui, was the first vessel owned by the Hawar'i
sub-district and dedicated exclusively to lighthouse activities.™ The Kuwiri was the lighthouse
commumty’s link to the outside world. A steel hulled, schooner-ngged vessel (with auxiliary steam
power), the 190-A ship was one of the fastest vessels in Hawaiian waters. Its mast served as a dermick,
which could hoist a load of twenty tons, Much of the food, other supplies, and materials for
maintenance were carned on the Kuku/. It would anchor at the landing in Xalaupapa, where supplies
and materials were off-loaded. Everything was then hauled over the two-mile long road to the

station.**

Life for U8 lighthouse senvice personnel and their families differed from that on other
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stations due to the unique presence of the Hansen’s Disease community of the island. The Board of
Health, which oversaw the operations of the facility at Kalaupapa, and the light house service agreed
1t would be in the best imterests of the keepers and their families to avoid all contact with patients.
Therefore, it was official policy that no fraternization take place. Henrietta McKaughan writing in the
Honolulu Advertiser in 1925 stressed that “The keepers are all non-lepers and are not permitted to

associate in any way with leper patients or even paroled patients "

In recognition of their isolation and their unusual circumstances, the keepers at the Moloka:
lighthouse station were given additional rights and increased compensation over keepers at other
stations in Hawai'i. Their pay scale was higher than that of other keepers.”’ Also, the keepers and
their families were given a full month’s annual leave. The families of the keepers were allowed to
trave] back and forth to Honelulu at their own request; they were also allowed to receive visitors at
the station, including any of the non-patients living on the peninsula as well as visitors from Honolulu
and elsewhere Because of the station's isolation, a special arrangement was made to ailow the

keepers and their families have medical attention provided by the resident physician in Kalaupapa. ™

Historian Love 1ean makes the observation that most of the keepers and their families were
probably used to lives of isolation, ™ Many, indeed, came from remote areas of the Hawailan [slands
and were acquainted with hardship. Dean points out that Assistant Keeper John Kanekoa had worked
on a ranch before coming to Kalapaupa in 1913, First Assistant Keeper John Makahi was a farmer,
then was assigned to the Keahole Light Station on the island of Hawai'i before being transferred to
the Moloka'i lighthouse one year afler Kanekoa. Manuel Ferreira, Chief Keeper from 1927 10 1929,
had been previously employed in Honolulu, at the Harbor Light, but he too came from a rural

background in Maui before joining the lighthouse service in 190727

Still, conditions at the station were much more restrictive than at other lighthouse stations.
There were ne school facilities for children at the station; and during the station’s early years school-
age children had to rely on home-schooling or be sent to live with relatives im Honolulu or on one of

the other islands, coming home weekends and holidays for family visits.*’ Most of the provisions and
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supplies were shipped from Honolulu, where they were unloaded at the wharf at Kalaupapa, then
were re-soried to take to the station. All of the perishable goods were “double-packed,” which meant
that the outer carion or covering had to be removed and destroyed as parl of a procedure to avoid
contamination. This was the same procedurs followed by non-lepers on Moloka', including

physicians, attendants, adrministrators, and others imvelved wilh the Hansen’s Disease colony. ™

Occasionally, keepers and their families made the long trip up the twisting pali trail. Some of
the children later attended school in Kaunakakai, known as “topside,” and during the 19205 one of
the keepers kept a homestead there in addition to his free residence at the lighthouse station ™ Fresh
foods, especially vegetables and fruits, were obtainable “topside,” and occasionally were brought by
mule down to the peninsula. In addition, the keepers continued to grow vegetables on site, as well
as keeping banana plants ncar their houses ™* But at times there were shortages. Manuel Ferreira, one

of the keepers in the 19205, reflected:

Runting was one of cur favonte off-duty recreations. We used to go out frequently aler wild
pigs, goats and deer. This meat came in mighty handy at times when food shipments were
delayed because of bad weather at sea.™

Although not allowed to receive patients at their homes and restricted in their contact with
the patients hving in Kalaupapa, there was obviously some interaction. Ferrera recoliccted in an
article publisted in 1944, “We were forbidden to associate with the lepaors [sic], although we had to
go onto the lepor reservation [Kalaupapa] numerous times to take care of work " Fred Robins, Ir.,
reflecting upon life at the station in the 1930s, pointed out also that despite the restrictions, keepers
and their families nonetheless got to know many of the patients. They would sometimes pass notes
to one-another and speak casually or wave whenever the keepers or their dependents passed though
the settlement.**’ At an even later dale, keepers would play baseball with patients and could meet
occasionally on 2 social basis ©* But at during the station’s first years the keepers and their

administrators felt they had to exercise more caution.

As of 1913, there were three keepers and families in residence.*” The report of the
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Supenntendent of the Leper Settlement gave a pepulation figure of six males and five females at the
station, for a total of eleven persons. Other resident non-patients included the superimendent; the
physician and his family, five Franciscan sisters; two priests and five brothers; six Japanese servants,
thirteen employees at the U.S. Leprosarium in Kalawao, one Board of Health employes; and assorted
others for a total non-patient population of fifty-two **® This, then, was the community with which
the residents of the ighthouse station could interact more openly and which served, 1o some degree,

as their social network.

But it must be remembered that the station was not really isolated, as far as the local
communty was concerned. In fact the lighthouse station can be interpreted not only as an outpast
of the U.S. lighthouse service but also as integral addition to 2 community of some 1000 patients and
others who made the Makanalua Peninsula their home during this peniod. The lighthouse, whenit was
built in 1908 and 1909, was one ofthe most promunent architectural features of the island. Yisible for
many miles and distinguished each night by s flashing signal, the Moloka's lighthouse became 2

familiar presence on the island and also a considerable point of pride for all of the residents,

The history of the I1ansen's Disease settlement on Moloka'i dated back to 1866, when the
first patients were transferred from Honolulu as part of an ambitious plan to isolate and eradicate the
iliness in the Hawaiian [slands *' Faccd with what was feared to be an epidemic of leprosy during the
1850s and early 1860s, the legislature of the Kingdom of Hawaii passed an act on January 3, 1865,
to acquire a suitable piece of land for “to secure the isolation and seclusion” of those afflicted with
the discase.™ Godfrey Rhodes, then president of the Board of Health inspected a number of sites on
Moloka'i, and on September 20, 1865, reported that he had arranged for the purchase of a 6,000-acre
tract of land on the Makanalua Peninsula for the proposed settlement ** Long settled by native
Hawaiians and possessing at that period a small community of farmers, fishermen, and missionanes,
the latter of whom had come as early as 1839, when a mission sub-station was established on the
peninsula, Makanalua would become, beginning in Janvary, 1866, the she of one of the world’s most

famous leper colonies. ™
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By the early 1870s nearly 600 persons had been sent to the new settlement on Moloka'i. ™
Ofien accompamed by unaffected wives or other family members, the first residems lived in difficult
conditions in what turned out to be an extremely harsh environment. Improved gradually through the
interventions of the Board of Health and the ofien sacrificial efforns of such notable figures as Joseph
de Veuster, better known as Father Damien, Mother Marianne Cope, and Brother Joseph Dutton, the

settlement included over 1000 patients by the end of the century, ™

Until 1905, many of the patients lived at Kalawao on the east side of the peninsula, Originally
torced to live in grass shacks and stone shelters, the patients began to receive better housing in 1§74,
due largely to the persistent efforts of Father Damicn. Additional hospital facihties and homes for
children were added in the last two decades of the nincteenth century. Father Damuien also built and
later expanded the Kalawao church of St. Philomena and erected a second Cathalic chapel in the
smaller community of Kalaupapa. During the same peried a new Protestant church was alsp added

to the small community on the west side of the peninsula as well *"

By the mid- 18803 there were about 300 to 400 dwellings on the peninsula, an estimate made
by Robert Creighton, editor of the Puciftc Commercial Adveriiser *** By this period Kalaupapa was
becoming the more important settlement arca, both in terms of the number of buildings and

community vitality. As Creighton observed:

There is a “live public opinion”™ at Kalaupapa, which does not exist in such marked degree at
Kalawao, where the people are more subdued in manner and tone. Frequent intercourse from
without may account for this in part at the former place, but it is also largely owing to the
presence therc of a numerous class of people who are not lepers **°

Kalaupapa was also important as the best landing place for supplies and people coming onto
the peninsula and for passengers depaming as well. Although penodic efforts were made to provide
for a better landing on the easlern side of Makanalua, the coast there was unprotected and hazardous.
The landing at Kalaupapa, while never good, was more shellered, and boats could off-load onto

tighters and barges there without great difficulty — except in times of very bad weather. Still, in the
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first decade of the twentieth century, the Ianding at Kalaupapa was not very impressive and consisted
of a platform for loading and unloading into surf boats, that served steamers and other vessels

anchored further out to sea.”™

In the latter parl of 1906, the landing was improved through the construction 300 ft of
masonry sea wall, flanking the concrete landing. New warehouse space was also added around this
time, and tracks were laid for horse and hand-moved trucks servicing the warehouses.®® In 1907, a
wood-frame pavilion was added 10 the landing. Open to the air, the structure was fitted with wood
shutters to allow for its use as an assembly hall when needed. Some of the older remaining wood
buildings were tomn down that same year, and the wharf was improved through the addition of
concrete steps. Construction on the two warehouses, which had begun the previous year, was also
completed ¥** In 1908, the Light FHouse Board would also add its own warchouse to the area to

facilitate first the building of and then the servicing of the new lighthouse station.™

By this period the Hansen’s Discase settlement on Moloka'i was a substantial presence, In
addition to the patients, clergy, physicians, nurses, helpers, and adnunistrators, the community had
two hospitals, a clinic, ajail, slaughterhouse, lumber mill, and several churches.”* There was a home
for young girls and, in 1890, a ncw, large complex for boys, known as the Baldwin Home, was

opened in Kalawao **’

In 1907, facilitics were expanded further through the construction of the 11.S. Leprosy
Investigation Station on the cast side of the peninsula.®* Authorized by Congress in 1905, this was
to be one of the most ambitious undenakings on Moloka'i, consisting of a hospital, quarters for the
director, a house for the pharmacist, an administrative building, a laboratory, morgue, power house,
stable, quarters for attendants, and a storage building. Located near the old Kalawao comemunity, the
building site encompassed twenty-six acres overall. Completed in 1909, around the same time as the
lighthouse station, the Leprosy [nvestigation Station represented a new chapter in the treatment of

the disease and another indication of increasing federal involvement in the Hawatian Islands.®’
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Because of the massiveness of the project, consideration was given to the construction of a
new landing at Kalackilo'a Point, near the new hospital. However, the high cost of construction both
of a landing and an access road — estimated at between $15,000 and $25,000 — the decision was
made to rely on the old landing at Kalaupapa and 10 transpor the building materials and supplies over
the existing road, much as the Light House Board had decided the previous year?** The Board of
Health gave permission for the use of the recently improved wharf and landing and also allowed the
Marine Hospital Service, which was supervising the project, to employ the hand-powered demick,
operated by the residents of the scttlement. FW. Peace, who supervised the construction,
recommended that a mechanical hoisting machine be installed, an improvement that was later made

at the landing site. ™

By 1909, the Makanalua Perunsula had become almost wholly instituticnal in character.
Remaining private homestcads had finally been condemned in 1894, and the last of the independent
landowners were forced to leave the peninsula. From that date, the only residents remaining in
Kalawao or Kalaupapa were the patients or those somehow invelved in their care.” The Makanalua
Peninsula had become a fully governmental establishment, managed overall by the Board of Health,
with the help of churches and charitable orpanizations. The federal government’s presence was

evident at the Leprosy Investigation Station and at the Moloka'i Lighthouse Station.

The new Leprosy Investigation Station, however, would be short-lived. The hospnal facility
attracted few patients, most of the patients preferred to be treated in the dispensary in Kalaupapa
rather than making the long trip to what was by then an unpopulated edge of the pemnsula.
Moreover, it was found that the experimental work could be conducted on O'ahu, at facilities in
Kalihi, at a lower cost. By 1213, the cxposced character of the site, on the harsher, east side of the
peninsula, had begun to take its toll of the facilitics, and maintcnance began to become a problem. By
1913, operations were shut down and the buildings werc lefl in the hands of a single caretaker, In

1929, the facility was torn down and the materials salvaged for use in Kalaupapa **'
The Moloka'i Lighthouse would not sufler the same fate, but would remain an important
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presence on the island [or many years, Residents of the Hansen’s Disease settlement, many of whom
watched as the station and its impressive 138-A tower were built, continued to take an interest in the
station. They watched new buildings being added, witnessed the lives of the keepers and their
families. They saw the young children leaving for school and noted when they returned for holidays.
Walking or riding over to the station was one of the few outings available on the remote perinsula.
Patients were fond of seeing the light marking their home and identified closely with it.#* Many years
later {(in 1986) when the lighting apparatus was dismantled and taken to Maui for display, the
remaining patients felt that something of themselves had been taken away. In 1993, when it was
returned, resident patient Clarence Naia announced: “Why they took it away fromus, T can’i figure

it out. The light belongs here. Don’t belong no place else. ™

Developments at the Moloka'i Light Station in the 1910s, 19205, and 1930s

Following its activation in September, 1909, there were few substantial changes to the
Moloka'i Light Station during its first forty years. In 1911, the signal of the light was altered slightly
to display a Mash every ten seconds rather than every twenty ** Four years later the power of the
original incandescent oil-vapor lamp was modified to produce an intensity of 620,000 candlepower.
Also, there was the mention of “additions to a dwelling at the Moloka'i Light Station™ in the 1913
report of the Governor of Iawaii, and the expenditure of $1362 on “General repairs to the station™
cited in the Bureau of Lighthouse's report for 1916,%* But otherwise, alterations and additions to the
station were of a modest character, suggesting more an evolution of the facilihes than any new

campaign of improvements.

By the 1920s the light station had evolved into what might be considered its “mature period.”
All of the original structures had been completed. The grounds were being groomed and tended. The
stone walls surrounding the keepers’ dwelling compeund were in place. By that period, trees had
been planted at the periphery of the compound, along the east wall, to serve as a wind break. Each
of the keepers had a small garden, located within the compound or set into one of the historic stone

enclosures scattered near the site and probably the remnants of earlier sweet potato plots. ™
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Figure 6. Aerial view, Lighthouse at Kalsupapa peninsula, Moloka'i, Hawai'i.
Navember, 1924, Bishop Museum Archives, negative number CP 121, 583,



Sometime in the late 1910s or early 19203 a garage was added to house the station’s new half-
ton Ford truck.®’ This simple wood-frame structure was (and is) located just northwest of the
keepers” compound, outside the walls, It was accessed via an unpaved road, leading from the
prncipal road to Kalaupapa. {A report completed by the U.S. Ceast Guard in 1971 gives a date of
1909 and ar onginal construction cost of $1,000, although no other documentation has been found

to support this.) **

At some time between 1927 and 1930 a concrete walkway was constructed between the
station and the lighthouse tower in order to make the daily walk by the keepers easier. Thirty-two
inches wide and built in ten-R sections, this walkway stll remains on the site, although there is
evidence as well of other changes and repairs. The name WM KLEE and the date 1929, inscribed in
the seventh section from the walkway’s beginning, at the edge of the keepers’ compound, supgests

that this is the original construction date.

The most significant “event” to occur at the station was an earthquake on Christmas day,

1923 As the Lighthouse Service Bulletin recorded:

A heavy earthquake shock occurred at Molokai Light Station, Hawai'i, on December 25,
1923, throwing and scattering mercury from the mercury vat. No damage was done to the
illuminating apparatus, tower, ar houses.*”

Elizabeth Peet, writing about Hawai'i's lighthouse service fifleen years later provides a more

picturesgue account:

Life occasionally does a few handsprings for these men, Superintendent [Frederick A.]
Edgecomb points out. Familiar is the story of the keeper of the Moloka beacon at Kalaupapa,
who was busy cleaning his lenses when an earthquake hit the island. As the tremors increased,
the spindly tower tipped so violently that the mercury spilt out of the vats carrying the
revolving light. Unable to tum in a dry socket, the huge lense was temporanly replaced by an
emergency light *™

Later recognized as a hazardous matenal, mercury, or “quick-silver” as it was alse known,
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was critical to the operation of the light and had to be replaced quickly in order to avoid stopping the

rotation of the lens. A similar accident would occur in January, 1938 %"

In November, 1927, R R. Tinkham, Superintendent of Lighthouses made an inspection of the
lighthouse complex, providing one of the most detailed records of the facility now available.*™ He
was accompanied by Manuel Ferreira, then head keeper of the station. Tinkham's report deseribes
the site, buildings, apparatus, and other elements. He identifies the plot as incorporating 21.6 acres
{plus or minus). The dwelling area he descnbes as enclosed by 2 stone wall, the entire reservation
marked by a wire fence, or five parallel wires attached to redwood paosts. The tower, he notes, was
repaited in June, 1913 {possibly part of the general repairs mentioned in the 1916 report of the
Bureau of Lighthouses) and had been repainted n 1927, or just before the inspection tour. He also

mentions a flagpole *50 A west of the Lower. ™"

The lantern he describes as a “First order standard helical bar cylindrical lantern,” with a
diameter of twelve ft, six and one eighth inches, tle identifies the construction matenials as consisting
of cast iron sills and comice, and cast bronze roof-sash bars (the diagonal glazing bars, holding the
curved glass panels). The roof he identifics as cast iron and conical in shape. The railing of the gallery
is stated to be cast iron. {Now long replaced by steel pipe-rail. ) He points out too that the tower had

an electric signal system, connected by conduit to each of the keepers’ dwellings *™

The illuminating device is identified as a catadioptne, bivalve second order apparatus, wath
a power of 620,000 candlepower (English candies). Its revolving time is given as twenty seconds, the
duration of the fash, 0.3 secands, the duration of the eclipse, 9.7 scconds (corresponding to the ten-

second signal specified In the Light-Lisfs)*™

The lamp itselfis described asa B type 33 mm [0V [incandescent oil vapor]” with a single
tank. I1s un-enhanced intensity was estimated at 1,500 English candles. The kerosene oil was stored
in a 1,254-gallon cylindnical tank, protected by a wood-frame structure, located southwest of the

tower. The cil, he points out, was piped to the lamp using a hand-pump, located on the first floor of
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the tower. Linked to the to top of a tower through a twenty-five gallon recciving tank, the oil was
then transfecred to the incandescent oil vapor tank, mounted in the watch-room (lower lantern} of the
tower. The oil itself was “hauled by truck in drums from Kalaupapa landing” to the storage tank **
(It appears that the earlier, concrete storage building, located northeast of the tower, was no longer
being used For its original purpose, but was used by this period for storing domestic o1l, beld in drums,

alcohol, stared in cans, and paint or other combustible materials.)*™

Tinkham provides a fairly detailed description of the keepers’ quarters and the residential area,
Twa of the buildings, he pointed out, were painted light gray, with lead-colored trim and red roofs
{suggesting that they were still metal sheathed). The third was “natural stone (dark blue) with [a] gray
(asbestos shingled) roof ™?™ The first two buildings were of frame-construction, he emphasized, the
third had stone bearing walls. He also identified that a frame addition had becn made to the stone
building in 1927 Each of the dwellings, he noted, had five rooms, a bath and a pantry. Cach dwellmg
was fitted with “sanitary plumbing and fixtures,” the waste line leading to cesspools. Each dwelling
had a shower, but no bath tub. An additional shower-head had been installed “in laundry building.”
Each house also had a oil-operated stove, with threc burners manufactured by Perfection Blue Flame.

Each house also had a sink “*Standard’ vitreous enameled iron.”?”

Tinkham confirms that a garage had been buill “150 yards in front [of the keepers’
dwellings];” also that it was painted light gray and had a red-painted red roof. He also mentioned a
laundry at the “rear of [the] middle dwelling” and a hen house at the southwest comer of the keepers’
compound. The circulation pattern consisted of unpaved paths only, at this time. The gardens, he
pointed out, werc enclosed by stone walls. It appears that the third storehouse or laundry behind the
ather wood structure had been removed by this period. Tinkham does mention the storehouse or
workshop/storage building behind the stone building (*One store and shop building, 16 x 22 fi, two
rooms, about 100 1 east of Keeper's dwelling, wood frame construction. ™), which also scems still

to have been in place in 1930 when the site was photographed.

A rteport in the Lighthonse Service Bulletin in 1930 provides a somewhat difTerent
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Figure 7. Aerial view, Kalaupapa Lighthouse, Maloka™i, Hawai' i, ca. 1931, Bis
Museam Archives, negative number CN 110, 1440,
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description:

Molokai Light Station, on the north side of Moloka'l Island of the Hawanan group, is
difficult of access for purposes of inspection. Exposed to the sea, landing conditions on this
side of the island are dangerous and passenger steamer service is infrequent. The light station
is adjacent to the quarantine area of the leper settlement, which is isclated from the rest of the
island by a natural barmier, a “pali” or vertical wall of the mountains nearly 2,000 ft mgh.
Molokai Light is the landfall for vessels from the north bound for the city of Heonoluly,
situated about 50 miles west of the island of O ahu [actually about twenty-five miles west].

A general inspection was made of the Moltokai Light Stalion by the district superintendent in
company with the superintendent on general duty, involving a number of interesting means
of travel. ..

The light station was given a careful inspection. It 15 maintained efficiently by a lighthouse
keeper and two assistants, all natives of Hawai'i. The grounds are attractive with extensive
wedl-kept lawns. Water is scarce at many Hawaiian light stations, and for this station 1t 15
piped 3 miles from a mountain reservoir. The tower here is of reinforced concrete. The light
is 213 A above sea level, it is 620,000 candlepower, and is visible on clear nights 21 miles....*"

Arcund 1930, a new means of access arrtived at the station: an approximately 1500 yard-leng
airstrip, located just west of the light station, along the sandy stretch of (lat land adjacent to the rough
shore, At first this was just a makeshift landing area, and, according to residents, this scrved the first

few small planes to come to the peninsula. ™

By 1933, a more complete airstrip had heen finished, with additional improvements taking
place the following year.”™ Shown on a survey map of 1938, it approximated its present form by that
period. Consisting, however, of rough-packed carth for many years, by the post-World War I period
it would have a small paved section at the south end; the runway itself'would not be paved until 1953,
when the Hawaii Aeronautics Commission undertook the work.*™ A small frame house was located
just east of the south end of the landing strip. Around 1933, this was linked via a dirt road to the
station complex, crossing the rock-strewn land from the southwest. This small structure appears to
have served as the temporary terminal for Interisland Airways, which provided service to the islands
on a more regular basis afier 1934 By 1950, it would be replaced by a larger wood-frame terminal

building, and another secandary structure, located to the west of the original site ™
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INTERISLAKD  A'AWAYS = HALAURARS LANDING FIELD, MOLCHAL

Figure 8. Acrial view of Kalaupapa, Molokai, Hawaii, ea. 1931,
Bishop Mluseum Archives, oegative number CN 110, 144,




In 1934, or around the time of the construction of the aidicld, another innovation was
introduced to the light station — electric power for the light. As the apnual repert of the Bureau of
Lighthouses recorded: “ At Molokai three fully automatic 2-kilowatt engine generators and equipment
were purchased for electrifying the lights. ”** The lamp itself was a 1,000-watt, 1 10-volt, PS52 lamp.
The following year “the structures at Molokai Light Station were wired for electricity, and
approximately three-fourths mile of road near the reservation was graded.™ The reliance on
kerosene oil had ended, and one of the last stations using incandescent oif-vapor lamps was converted

to a much more powerful electnc light.

This change had a dramatic impact on the overall power of the signal. Local journalist Harry
Albright citing Frederick Edgecomb as his source, placed the light's cutput at 2,500,000
candlepower. This made it the most powerful of all of Hawai'i’s lighthouses and other aids to
navigation — then estimated at 311 overall ™ To incorporate the two generators, 2 new, frame
“power-house” was added to the station, just nonh of the light tower. The ol storage tanks
apparently were removed at the same time, the wood building having been taken down as early as

1930, As indicated on an aerial photograph of that date.

Argund this period, travel writer Henry Franck visited Kalaupapa. His impressions provide
a vivid picture of the peninsula in the middle pant of the 19305, Arniving at the top of the palf trail,

Franck recorded the scene:

A step or two forward disclosed a view of the famous — or is it infamous? — colony far, far
below, a view hardly surpassed throughout the length and breadth of the United States. The
trail down the all but inaccessible face of that virwally perpendicular rock wall is cut in sharp
zigzags that make walking a feat. Unfortunately the trail itselfis not solid rock, which would
be had enough on a moming afler heavy ram, but was greasy with mud of disintegrated lava,
o that half our steps downward promised to end in a toboggan-slide more or less on the
backs of our necks...

Early as we had come, the Hawaiian sun soon beat down like a gigantic Klieg light upon all
the peninsula, except in the narrowing shadow of the precipice on which we hung, picking out
the details of the tranguil settlement below: little villages ar clusters of miniature houses
among trees, a lighthouse out on the tip of the tongue of land, a ship rusting on the rocks near
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the surf-beaten entrance to what Kalaupapa calls its harbor — lefl there four years ago, we
found later, by a llawaiian captain bringing supplies to the colony, who had celebrated New
Year's too well. A power line pitched almost headlong down the peninsula with Molokai
proper — and for that matier with the world at large. ..

We were mel at the bottom not only by the superintendent of the colony, but by the termitonal
official in charge of all matters pertaining to lepers on the islands, with an auvtomobile. . We
drove first of all along such “roads™ asthe colony boasts, to Kalawao, some three mules away
on the farther side of the peninsula. ... Instead of being floor-flat, as it looks from the top of
that great natural barrier, the peninsula proved to be almost hilly, now that we had got down
to it. To-day the population has receded from Kalawao, formerly a village of some size, which
lies “far oll'in the distance, desclate and unattended,” according to those who had just won
permussion to depnive it of its chief distinction. On the contrary we found the iron-fenced,
cement-topped grave of Father Damien, wilh i#ts marble shaft, o a perfect state of
prescrvation, well tended, in fact

The little cemetery lies half hidden by a nng of iron-wood trees almost in the shadow of the
modest church of Saint Philomena... Mass is still said there now and then, for one thing. Still,
there is no disputing the fact that Kalawao, once well populated, growing dry tare, tobacco
and most of its other needs on the leeward side of wind-breaking walls, is almost un-peopled
today, isolated — yet far more accessible than in Father Damien’s time.

We drove back to Kalaupapa, the leper settlement of to-day, over more caricatures of a road.
The colony, like 30 much of the United States, has been promised better ones, now that our
national mitiative and cnergy arc centered in Washington. The tmangular promontory,
attached to the cliff that overhangs it like a bracket to a wall, is covered with stones big and
little, black sinister volcamic rocks, as if they had rained down upon it, as no doubt they did.
The lighthouse in its fenced square quite separate from the leper settlement was vntil recently
the last surviving kerosene lighthouse in the United States; it is now, if T caupht our dnver’s
words clearly above the gasps of the bouncing car, the largest single electinc lighthouse, or
the izrgest one with its own plant, on our coasts. The beach beyond is fringed with little
houses belonging to and in some cases built by the lepers.

On January 22, 1938, the station’s usually tranquil existence was interrupted by another
garthquake. Hamry Albright of the Honeolulu Adverfiser, writing a few months afer the event

recorded:

a sharp tremblor [sic] threw 43 pounds of mercury out of the vat, causing the lens to stop
suddenly and rest on its vertical rollers. The keeper and assistant keepers promptly poured
spare mercury mto the val until the lens was in motion having been stopped for a penod of
only 15 minutes. No other damage was done excepting the loss of approximately five ft of

70



stone wall which was shaken down as a result of the gquake ™

Ed Marques, Second Assistant Kecper was on duty at the timg of the mishap. Many vears

later he rellected upon the event:

The mercury sloshed out all over and soon there was not enough mercury in the vat to
supporl the weight of the lens and it stopped revolving. A supply of mercury was stored in
cylinders on the lloor below, and we carned two, hundred pound containers up the stairs and
emptied them into the vat uatil the lens could revolve again. The next day, when we could
sce, we gathered the spilled mercury up by sweeping it, a hittle at a time, into dust pans, then
we poured it through cheese cloth into containers. When it settled out clean and it still looked
like polished silver and we could sce the reflections of cur faces in it.*!

The lives of the keepers and their families in the late 1930s did not differ sigmficantly from
those of their predecessors a generation before. The station was still relatively isolated, despite the
new air-link — used only in emergencies by the station — and the gradual upgrades of the keepers’
dwellings. With Hansen's Disease increasingly under control by this penod, there was less fear of
contact with patients, although official prescriptions of non-fraternization were still applied by the
lighthouse service. Children still had to be educated off-island, or in some cases, in Kaunakakai
Also, the keepers still had to follow strict procedures in transporting supplics, most of which still
arrived by ship from the wharf at Kalaupapa, although they could now be brought more elficicntly

by truck to the station itself.

The great lens and lamp itself still needed constant care, despite the up-grading to electric
power in 1934, The revolving mechanism for the lens still operated in the same way, and the keeper
on duty had to carefully watch the clock and weight mechanism 10 anticipate re-cranking every three
hours during the night. As in many other lighthouse stations, the keepers had to take care dunng
inclement weather, had to be concerned durning lighting storms, and also had to contend with
pecastonal flocks of flying birds, which could damage the fantern and lens.®* It was hard work, and

it remained & lonely assignment much of the time.
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The Moloka'i hght station would keep a full retinue of three keepers until 1942, when it was
determined that two resident keepers were sulTicient to operate the light. The two principal Keepers
of the 19305 were James Keanu, who had served at the Moloka'i station from 1909 to 1939, witha
brief interruption in 1927-29, when Manuel Ferreira took over the duties, and in 1933-30; Fred E.
Nihoa, who was the head Keeper from 1933 to 1936, First Assistant Keepers dunng the same period
included Fred E. Nihoa {1928-31), John Enos, Jr. (1932-35), James Gibsen (1936), and Claude E.
Platt (1837-41), The Second Assistant Keepers were William K. Nihoa (1930-34), Frank Pate (1935),
and Ed Marques (1936-46).*%

James Keanu gained an almost legendary reputation at the station. Although he had lost his
right hand in a dynamite accident, Keanu still performed his work in an exemplary way. Ld Marques,

who was his Second Assistant Kecper dunng the laic 1930s, concluded:

Keanu could do everything. .. All the jobs that needed to be done at the light station Keanu
could do — he could use a shovel, a pick, an ax; he could even wring out sheets! He was a
good man and & good warker.”

Marques himself worked at the Moloka's station for eleven years. He had come to Moloka'
as a freshman in the service and the Moloka'i lighthouse was his first assignment. Employed
previously as a searnan and as a contractor, he had been first attracted to the job by a notice posted

at the Federal Building in Honolulu. As he later reflected:

There were a lot of men who wanted the job, and I was surpnised when the clerk called me.
I guess my earlier job a5 seaman helped me. My salary as second assistant keeper was $125
a month and $20 was deducted for housing. Once a year we were given a 26 day leave ™

Marques regretted that the job gave him little time to explore the istand. By coincidence ship-

wrecked on the island four years befare he took up his post, he remembered the pali trail as “one of

the most beautiful trails [he had] ever taken.”?"

One of the most vivid remembrances of life at the Maoloka': Light Station during the iate
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19305 is offercd by Fred Robins, Ir., son of the keeper from 1939, Fred Robins, ir. remembered first
coming to the station in 1937 [although other records suggest it must have been 1939]. “At the time
I was six years old,” he recollected in 1985, “and ! was raised here, brought up on this Coast Guard
Station.”™® {The Moloka'i Lighthouse Station became officially a part of the U.S. Coast Guard in
1939, when the federal lighthowse service was subsumed by that organization as part of a general
reorganization of government depariments and agencies.)*” Referring to the stone keeper’s dwelling

he continued, “It’s about ten acres and this is the exact home we came to, right here ™

Robins recalled his mother hanging plants at the rear of the house: “lauwa’i plants”™ he called
them. He also remembered roses and hibiscus plants. “When we were fiving here this place was
beautiful, real beautiful.” He continued, “Nat a weed or dry leaves around. Was kept by my dad and

+30]

his people here,

Robins also identified the wash house, still on the site. He remembered the path and steps to
the lighthouse being flanked by hedge similar to cotton flower, only about four fi in elevation.
Chickens, he pointed out, were raised to the rear of the house compound [consisting of a flock of
about 200 in the late 1930s]; sweet potatoes were grown in the area between the compound and the
lighthouse, presurnably in the stonewsll-protected terraces stifl on the site. Robins recalls his father
also planted bananas and papaya in two rows behind the row of houses. Referring to the trees lining
the road to the compound and protecting the houses on the north and east, he explained: “My dad

used to cut it where we could see right out to the airport. All the trees were cut. It was all uniform
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type.

Both within the compound and in the fat stretch leading to the airport, the grounds were kept
neatly mowed, “not this lantana,” as Robins stressed.* There was also a hibiscus hedge along the
stone wall facing the compound. The grounds included a grove of coconut palms as well, a fact

confirmed by contemporary photographs.

In 1936, or shorly before the time Fred Robins, Ir. first moved ta Moloka't, the parcel
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containing both the lighthouse 10wer and the residential compound was te-surveyed. This was
necessitated by the new airstnp, which encroached upon the northern edge of the original plot,
established by Presidential Executive Order in 1908, The local supenniendent also wanted an
additional strip of land added to the southwest edge of the existing plot, both to create a larger bulfer
and also to compensate for land lost through the construction of the airstnp. L M. Whutehouse,
contacting Superintendent F.A. Edgecomb of the Nineteenth Lighthouse District, wrote in June,
1936

Assistam Evans has returned from his surveys at Kalaupapa and in the course of his work
relocated the original concrete monuments at the north, south and southwest corners of the
premises, but was unable to find the monument marking the norihwest corner. He found,
however, that the monument must have been removed or plowed out when the landing ficld
lying directly to the northwest of the light station site was extended and improved. ...

I am enclosing white prints showing in blue figures the azimuths and distances as compared
with the new survey and shaded in blue, 2 portion of the present station included in the
landing field and the roadway bordering the field. Shaded in green is the additional strip you
desire. it should also be noted that the area in the presidential order given as 26.39 acres
when accurately computed, shows a result of 21,57 acres. ™

On November 1, 1938, the correction to and amendment of the original Moloka'i lighthouse
station plot was signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt as Executive Order Number 8000, It was
published in the Federaf Register on November 4, 1938.°" In its final wording, the site included

22 88 acres, “more or less —" the area still included within the station boundaries.

The War Years and Moderaization

The following year, or 1939, the Moloka'i Light Station along with the rest of the ULS,
lighthouse service’s facilities, equipment and personnel were transferred to the U.S. Coast Guard, for
many years a sister agency 10 the Bureau of Lighthouses. On July 7, 1939, the Bureau of Lighthouses
officially went out of existence, and authority as well as admimstrative persennel and records were
moved 1o the US. Coast Guard Headquarters in Washinglon from their former home in the

Commerce Department. The lighthouse service was now, along with the Coast Guard, a pan of the
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Treasury Department, as it had been during its early years.*™

Kecpers and other personnel of the service were given the option of remaining as chvilians or
entering the U 8 Coast Guard as military personnel, About half the keepers and other employees
relained their civitian status, the other half following the military rouie.*” Dunng World War Il even
more converled {o or joined the military service, ultimately leaving only a few non-mifitary personnel

in the servige.

The station at Moloka'l would roughly reflect the national pattern. Fred Robins was in many
ways typical. First joining the U 8. lighthouse service in 1922 when he was only sixieen years old, he
remained a civihan when given the chaice in 1939 However, in 1941, with the cutbreak of the war,
he joined the U.S. Coast Guard, He was given a navy rank during the four years of the war, while still

serving olTicially as keeper of the lighthouse station. ™™

Ed Marques, an assistant keeper duning the war years, recalls that the station had a much more
military atmosphere dunng this ime. Marques carnied a forty-five caliber pistol and a rifle. ““We felt
well protected — as long as we saw the enemy first!” he later explained '™ Aller December 7, 1941
the lights were turncd off and the lighthouse was used as a spotting station for enemy ships,

submarines, and aircrafi. The keepers would stand shilts in the day and night.

Fred Robins’s daughter, Anna Mae, recalled the tedium of the war years at the station. She

described her mother’s nightly routine:

She would finish up the dinner dishes, and then prepare a snack, perhaps some special treat.
Afler she put us to bed, she would walk to the light tower, carrying the food and something
to drink, and stay with our father on his shifl at the light. Sometimes she would 1ake us with
her, and 1 would watch them as they sat together, and we would look Qut at that great ocean
and the night sky "¢

The war would prove uneventful for the Moloka'i station. Less than one year afler the war's

end, however, the massive tidal wave of April 1, 1946, crashed onto Moloka'i's coast. Since both the
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lighthouse and the living quarters were built on high pround “they were untouched by the 35-f
wave. """ The tidal wave did considerable damage to buildings near the coast. Henry Nalalelua, a

resident oft he scttlement, recalled several cottages washed away:

...another was lifled off'its foundation and loated into the ocean. The main office was spun
offits foundation. . and faced in a different direction. Headstones from the graveyard ... were
strewn about... The most severe damage for Kaiaupapa was to our pipeline. .. the only source
of water *'*

Robins tumself recalled the view from the light siation. He too saw the houses: “One minute
the houses were there, and the next they were washing away in the wave ”* Robins moved quickly

to help people in Kalaupapa and assisted in repair work.

Fred Robing and Ed Margues remamned at the Meloka'i Lighthouse throughout the mid-1940s,
with Robing holding the post of Keeper at the Mcoloka'i Light Station until 1933, when he was
transferred to another station. Around 1946, Robins was joined by Harry Kopukaa, who remained

on the past until the early 1950s 7

Robins became in many ways the face of the Ceast Guard on Moloka'i and became
intrinsically identified with the Moloka'i light over his many years there. He became the friend to
many within the community, despite regulations which still prohibited Fraternization with patients by
the light station personnel. He willingly relayed iztters and messages, joined patients in bascball games
and was an active member of the local Lions Club when it was staried in 1948 and also a member of

the Daren Post Number 33 of the American Legion, also begun in the post-war era.*"*

tlis daughter recalls that he enjoyed fishing especially: pole fishing, spear fishing and throw-
net fishing together, In addition to the Aock of chickens he also raised ducks, goats, and pigs. He took
a particular interest in homing pigeons. “We had quite a farm at Kalaupapa,” recalled Anna Mae ¢
Robing and his family returned about every three or four months to Honolulu to visit family *'” His

daughters were sent as boarding students to Kamehameha Schools and his son, Fred, Jr. attended
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bMcKinley High School staying with an aunt. Fred, It. recalled:

We still returned to Kalaupapa every chance we got. I was a lighthouse kid, just like my
father, and 1 loved it. Ourlives were not lonely or monotonous, We created our own fun, our
own games. We built kites and scooters. We went swimming and fishing. We were naughty
and got spanked '

The early 19505 would mark a period of significant development in the stahion’s history, From
an administrative and personnel point of view the lighthouse service was changing, and the Moloka"
station would reflect this shifl. Clder keepers such as Marques aor Robins or Assistant Keeper Harry
Kupukaa were slowly leaving the service, to be replaced by younger Coast Guard men with no links

to the old Bureau of Lighthouses.

Stations, also, were becoming smaller and were being modernized. The Moloka'i light had
been electnfied since 1934, and although keepers stiff had to tnsure that the revolving mechanism was
properly employed — requining resetting the weights and drum every three hours — there was less
wark ta be done than before, By around 1950 there were only two keepers at the station: Fred Robins

and Harry Kupukaa. By 1960 there would only be a single keeper assigned to the station,”®

The 1J.8. Coast Guard considered ways of dealing with these changes and with the loss of
corporate knowledge, in a sense, of the operation of older stations such as Moloka'. Concerned that
it would become increasingly difficult to recruit younger Coast Guard men to remote stations such
as Moloka'i, Captain O.C Rohnke of the Fourteenth Coast Guard District explored the possibility of
hiring someone from the Kalaupapa settlement to run the light*® There remained the question of
health hazzards. L F. Badger, then Medical Director of the Hawai'i Public Health Service, replied
positively to Rohnke’s inquiry:

[ would not hesitate to emplay an arrested case of Hansen’s Diiscase at the lipht. However,
if such personnel were employed, 1 would request that they be examined penodically for any
evidence of actinity of the disease. An arrested case of leprosy may become active and be as
much a possible source of infection as any other active case. 1 do not consider it advisable to
employ active, bacteriologically positive cases ™!
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Figure 10, Acrial view, Keeper's compound and light station, 1956. U.5. Coasl

Guard Archives, Honolalu, Hawai'i.




Apparently nothing came of this potential avenue for recruitment, and the U.S. Coast Guard

continued to man the station in a conventional way throughout the 1950s.

There would be significant changes to the station, however, during the same peried, in large
part as a result of declining personnel needs and also perceived needs to modemize accommodations
for the residents. Around June, 1950 the middle of the three dwellings was demalished and a new,
(lat-roofed, concrete-block structure was put up inits place. It was completed by the end of the year
and was ready for occupation in 1951, The same year (1951) new water supply lines were added to
the station, and 1he stone keeper’s dwelling was renovated to some degree. A small addition was also

made in 1951 to the old wash house behind the middle keeper’s quarters, to provide for additional

storage.””

Aerial photographs from ca. 1931 and ca. 1951 reveal the differences in the site. A storage
building or workshop located behind the stone keeper's cottage, shown in the ca. 1931 photograph,

had been removed by 1951 In the 1951 view, the power house added in 1934 to accommodate the

generators was in place. In both views, the oil-storage building located southwest of the tower

seemed no longer on the site, suggesting that the wood-frame structute (5till visible in a 1926

photograph) had been considered no longer necessary even before electrification.

The principal difference was the addition of the modemn keeper’s quarters. This building
represented a dramalic change over the more traditional designs previously employed at light house

stations such as that at Moloka'i and reflected the modernist spint of immediately post-war

America ™

Measuring about 30 by 46 &, the new housc inciuded two bedrooms and a central bath. The
living and dining areas were combmed to create an opcn area of nearly 25 by 25 fi. The exterior
bearing walls of the structure were of concrete block. Windows were still double-hung wood sash
as on the eatlier houses, but many of these were grouped, together in Tows, suggestive of the

fnternational style.* A wood-frame entry way marked the north end of the house, giving an
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Figure 1. Aerial view of Leprosarium Settlement | Meloka'y Light Station]. Bis
Museom Archives, LS. Army Photograph, negative number €0 86630
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otherwise institutional-feeling building a domestic character.

The most significant contrast, of course, was the flat roof, Of wood frame withrolled roofing,
the flat roof contrasted dramatically with the pitched roofs of the two adjacent structures. Similar to
other Coast Guard and Navy buildings of the same period -— as well as a growing number of
commercial and institutional buildings built elsewhere in Hawai'i in the post-war era ™ — the new
keeper’s quarters harkened a new period in the management of the station and marked 2 shifl from
the old technology of the former Bureau of Lighthouses to the efficiency of what would soon

become a fully modemized (and eventually automated) station.

Other changes at the station over the same twenty-year period represented maturation rather
than the introduction of new features. The trees surrounding the residential compound and lining the
access road from the northwest had filled out and matured. The lawn surrounding the house and
spilling out toward the airstrip was still well tended. The hibiscus hedge lining the stone wall of the
compound remained neatly in place. Foundation plants accented the residences. The grove of coconut
palins, about thiny trees in all, was fully mature, and punctuated the grounds of the residential area

in a vniform pattern. By the mid-1950s these reached as high as forty ft.

Other wark at the site during the 1950s consisted primarily of maintenance. The tower itself,
which was reporied to show signs of cracking - — a not surprising development, considering the harsh
matine environment and the relatively primitive system of construction— was scheduled for a re-
coating. This was completed in 1953 using a process known as “Gunite,” similar to the method used
for pouring swimming pools.” Unfortunately the Gunite layer, with its rougher texture, softened the

sharp lines of the original tower, although small cracks were filled in this way.

Elsewhere on the site there was continuing minor change, By 1952, the third keeper’s
dwelling — still indicated on maps of the previous ycar — had been removed. The keeper himself,
then Fred Robins, moved with his family to the new building, apparently letting First Assistant Kecper

Farry Kupukaa live in the older, stone house, itself just recently renovated. By this point the station
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ne longer required three keepers, and a report of May 14, 1952, completed by the chief of the
Enginecring Division for the Fourteenth District of the U.5. Coast Guard explained that there “are
two dwellings, one each for two keepers there. One is new, one needs replacing or [further]
renovation —— if we are to continue to keep two {2) keepers there.” It was estimated that it would

require $25,000 to repiace the older stone building, something then considered desirable ™

The report of 1952 asked a more significant guestion than whether the keepers' quarters
should be retained or not, but asked also whether there was continuing need for the station at alf! This
report rellected a significant shifi in the operation of the lighthouse service and increasing
rationalization and application of cost-accounting measures to what had become the navigational aid
division of the U.S. Coast Guard. In the end it was decided to “retain a 2,500,000 cp light at this
focation.... to retain a light in watched status — if it can be done by Qne man, using automatic alarms,
'BtC.HH:

The decision to retain the station was apparently made in Washington. As the chief ol the
Operations Division in Honolulu announced to the chief of the Engineening Division: “Captain Ross
verbally advised Chief, Operations Division that Headquarters would not ‘go along” with its
discontinuance.” Further thought was given to operation of the station by a single person and whether
commercial power might become available for the station or not — and if not, whether the existing
generator system might be improved. Most imponant, consideration was given for the first time to

“Conversion of present windless drive of lens to electric drive with standby tiand-operated windless

drive (as at present).””*

The 1952 operations report concluded that while other matters were being considered, the
older stone dwelling would be minimally maintained, awaiting possible demolition (*disposition,” as

phrased in the report). Instatlation of automatic alarms and a time clock were also recommended as

immediate measures.**

By 1956, the Moloka'i Light Station had evolved to a new point of “maturity.” In overall
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Figure 12. Lunhlructmn ducummts, ( ml Enginecring Dmsmn, U.S Cua:-t f‘unrd
B4k Coast Gaard District, April 24, 1930 with revisions, 14th Coast Guard District
records, Honolulo, Hawuii.



appearance and in terms of its components it approached closely to what still remains on the site.
Significant changes included the demolition of the last of the two wood keepers’ residences
(demolished in 1950 and 1952, respectively), a small addition to the small, wood-frame wash house
(built in 1909; added to in 1951}, and compietion of the rectangular, Nat-roofed, masonry house
within the residential compound (1950). Significant features of the 1920s and 1930s were in place:
the powerhouse (1934), the concrete walkway (1929), and the frame garage {(ca.1920). The trees and
plants introduced in the 1910s and 1920s had reached maturity. The site was well maintained, with
immaculate lawns and neatly rimmed hedges and foundation shrubs. It still conveyed aspects of its

histeric, 1909 origins and announced the new period of modernization under the U.S. Coast Guard

Service,

Most significantly, 1he entire complex was now powered by commercial electricity, with poles
stretching from the Kalaupapa settlement two and a haif miles to the west*"! This eliminated the need
for the generators other than in emergencies. Still not connected to the outside world by telephone,

Moloka'i Light Station had nonetheless become connected to the wider world.

On February 14, 1956, the characieristics of the Moloka'i light were officially published by
the U S. Coast Guard and signed by Rear Admiral F.T. Kenner, Commander of the Fourteenth
District. The light's display, an occulting (flashing) light at ten second intervals remained the same.
The clockwork apparatus still required rewinding every three hours; the attendant was required to
check the proper operation of the light every four hours. Because of improvements 10 the electnfied
lamp (the original 110-volt Jamp was replaced around this time by a 1,000-watt, 120-velt, CC-8
tungsten halogen lamp), the power was estimated at 12,000,000 candlepower — making Moloka'i
lighthouse still one of the most powerful in the service. Manned by a single keeper, housed n &
“modem, up to date 5 room dwelling,™** the Moloka'i lighthouse still contributed significantly to

maritime safety in the Hawaitan Isiands.

By the end of the decade this latest era at the Moloka’i Light Station was coming to an end.

Admiral Kenner's successat in the Founieenth Coast Guard Distnet, Rear Admiral $ H Evansopened
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the door to new developments in a January 20, 1959, letter to Dr. Ira D. tHirschy, Director of the

Kalaupapa settiement:

For many years, the civilian Lighthouse personnel who were transferred to the Coast Guard. ..
have been availabie to maintain and operate Molokai Light Station ... We soon will be faced
with no more “old timer” lighthouse personnel and are experiencing dilliculty interesting the
younger military generation in isolated duty assignments such as the Molokai Light Station ™

Evans’s letter marked the beginning of a plan 1o automate the light at Moloka'i and dispense
with the need for resident keepers, then still needed to operate the clockwork mechanism that actually
still turned the light. He suggested to Dr. Hitschy that equipment “row available” made it unnecessary
to man the station and that the new equipment would allow operation “with very little supervision
of a relatively unskilled nature.” Admiral Evans hoped that a “locally available non-patient or
released patient™ might be able to perform the necessary tasks: “lens and general cleaning; replace
burned out lamps.” They would alse need to make routine (ests of emergency equipment and carry

out other duties with the help of U.S. Coast Guard personnel. ™

Evans’s subordinate, Captain A C. Unger followed up with a letter to Dr. Clarence B. Mayes,

Medical Director of the Public Health Service in llonolulu on March 18, the same year:

We are considering changing Molokai Light Station to automatic operation with no resident
Coast Guard personnel in attendance at the unit.... To operate the light awtomatically will
reguire that we obtain the part time services of a resident of the Hansen's Disease settlement
to visit the light at least once each week and as required in case ofan emergency. This person
would clean the lens, test operate equipment, change lamps, etc. Additionally, it will be
necessary that Coast Guard personnel from Honolulu visit the light from time to time for
ingpection and performance of major maintenance duties

We have conferred and corresponded with Dr. Hirschy, Director, Division of Hansen’s
Discase, Territory of Hawaii, who advises that the services of non-patient or rcleased patient
personnel are available at 1he settlement 10 pesform the work we havein mind. Weunderstand
that some non-patients are at the settlement of their own choosing and not by reason of their
having been afllicted or previously exposed 10 Hansen's Disease.

While we understand that much progress has been made with regard to Hansen's Disease, we
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consider it most important that we be sure that implementation of our plan will not jeopardize
the health of those Coast Guard personnel who from time to time are required to visit and

work at the light ¥

Dr. Mayes replicd a month later, declaring emphaticaily “that in the opinion of this office and
the consensus of competent medical opinion, your Coast Guard personnel would not, in any way, be
indanger.”™ Dr. Hirschy, in turn, got back to Admiral Evans and emphasized that he “would be glad

to suggest one or more dependable employees of the Settlement with whom & contract for services

might be arranged.”*

In the end negotiations came to a stand-still over issues of liability, not the suitability of
personnel. The difficulty from the U.S. Coast Guard's paint of view was adequate supervision on site
and the nature of the contractual relationship with the Hansen's Disease Scttlement. The Coast
Guard’s Legal officer cautioned that there was some question as to the Terntory’s “liability to anyone
if the light should fail to operate (or contrastingly] to their employee who may be injured on the job
at the light."* As a resuit, furiher consideration was given to contracting on an individual basis with

a local resident. But despite continuing assurances, the matter was put on hold.

In the meantime, the Coast Guard decided to explore the possibility of even more reliable
automation. Plans were made initially for an emergency or “stand-by” lamp to be mounted in the
lantern gallery.*® Powered by battery, this would have less intensity than the existing generator-
powered light, but would not require constant monitoring and servicing as did the generator. With
commercial power available on the island, this meant that the battery-powered light would switch on
automatically in the event of power failure. it was funher recommended that & failure alarm system

be wired to the keepers’ dwelling. (As of 1965, however, the battery-powered lamp had yet to be

installed).

In 1960, the decision was finally made to no longer consider the station fit for family

occupation.
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Captain C.N Danicl, Commander in the Fourteenth Coast Guard District, writing on

September 12 that vear, explained that

CG Light Station, Molokai, heretofore a family station has not had personnel with families
at the station for the past one and onc-half years because it is not considered to be a proper
place for a normal service family to live. The last family was removed because of the effects
on family morale due to extreme isolation of the station and practical non-existence of the
normal living associated with a family station.**"

He recommended that Moloka'i be “designated an overseas isolated duty station where
dependents are not allowed.” From that date, he explained further, “the normal tour of duty at this

station will be 12 months with compensatory absence of 2 %4 days a month ™"

One of the fast keepers under the old systen1 was M.F. Beeson, assigned to the station just
prior to its reclassification as an “isolated duty station.” A single man, Beeson was forced to stay a
full month at the lighthouse before the arrival of his assistant. Because Moloka'i had yet to be
reclassified, there were no special provisions for books or magazines.” Andrews Flying Service,
which had taken over the Moloka'1 run from Interisland Airways, charged the Coast Guard personnel
six cents a pound for delivery of food and personal items. Captain Daniel recommended that the
government cover some of these expenses “which it imposes on the station personnel by assigning
them to this duty station” and also that the Coast Guard provide “a reasonable number of magazines

monthly and paper books occasionally,” provisions eventually supplied through the reclassification **

With the future of the station’s operation unceriain, maintenance began to fall behind. A
report produced in 1963 noted that the older stone keeper’s residence had “not been used for several
years excepl for infrequent usage by contract workers.” Thebuilding was full of “rapidly deteriorating
famniture, appliances and fixtures.” It was suggested that the building “be stipped to the propertions
of an unused barracks, which would leave it available for use by workers as there is no other place
to billet men at the settlement.” The alternative of repairing the structure was considered too costly

and time cansuming; it was estimated that fourteen hours a week would be needed for mere house-

keeping ™
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Forunately, nothing was done to the older dwelling, and it, along with other structures, faced
simply slow deterioration. By 1965, there were reports of leaking roofs on all the buildings. In the
older house it was noted that “A hit of the fist on the bulging bathroom wall will shake down termite
dust inta the tub.” Tt was noted Rirther that the masonite counter-tops were “wom and unsightly.”
The plumbing in both houses was thought to be inadequate and antiguated. And despite formal
recommendations for the installation of telephone service as early as 1960, none had vet been
installed.*** The 1965 maintenance report also noted “all paved roads at this unit are potholed and

badly deteriorated "¢

Automation of the Light; the End of Life at the Station

By 1964, plans were well advanced toward automating the station. That year Acting
Commander Captain Charles Tighe of the U.S. Coast Guard Foureenth Distnet circulated an
announcement that autotmation wauld take place soon. 1t was recommended that the change take
place during fiscal year 1966.*'" On March 29, 1965, a project request form was submitted to the
U.S. Coast Guard headquarters proposing to “Disestablish Moloka't Light Station and convert
Moloka i Light to automatic-unattended operation.” The estimated cost savings was $9,500 in annual
operating expenses. 1t was further suggested that “Stroctures other than those necessary for operating
the light can be disposed of as excess and the light can be serviced monthly by personnel from
Honolulu Base,” Emergency servicing and the use of 2 stand-by generator were to be contracted out

on a private basis. Costs for the conversion project were estimated at $8,600 .7

The changes suggested for Moloka'i represented both new advances in technology and
changes in operations for the U.S. Coast Guard. For one, new, powerful electric lights hagd been
developed, which, combined with older lenses, could produce a powerful signal. In addition, new,
more efficient lenses were becoming available, which would scon make the older Fresnel lenses
unnecessary. Another point was that navigational aids themselves were becoming less necessary. As
a report issued in August, 1965, by the Commander of the Fourteenth Coast Guard District pointed

out, most of the ships entering the channel off Moloka'i were equipped with modern navigational
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devices ™ These included gyro-compasses, radio direction finders, radar and fathometers. Most
larger ships no longer relied on the signal from fighthouses to take their beanngs. However,
lighthouses were still of imporiance for some vessels, including recreational vessels; lighthouses such
as Moloka'i also served as an important landfall signal, even if the ship’s Jocation could be calibrated

using modern equipment as weli.

In 1965, it was estimated that approximately 1,800 sea-going vesscls a year passed in the
vicinity of the Moloka'i light ** This number tncluded all ships coming from and going 10 the west
coast of the U.S., those proceeding to the Panama Canal, and any ships bound for or from South or
Central America. Of these it was estimated that approximately 500 vessels depended on the Moloka'i
light as their principal landfall light, the remainder depending more on Makapu'u light **! Nonetheless,
nearly three quarters of the ships appreciated the Moloka'i light as well and used it to help steer their
course. Ships relying to some degree on the Moloka'i light ranged from small, 300-ton ocean-going
tugs to 29,000 and above gross-ton tankers and passenger vessels. Occasional fishing craft and
pleasure boats also used the light, although most inter-island boats sailed across the gentler south
coast of Moloka'i. Although the Coast Guard appears to have given some consideraticn to
terminating the station altogether, it was evident that Moloka' light still performed an important

function. The only issue was how best to automate the station in order to save onboth personnel and

malntenance costs.

On December 6, 1965, correspondence with the Department of Health was resumed. Captain

T.F. Epley, Acting Commander of the Fourteenth Coast Guard District wrote 1o Dr. Leo Bernstein

in Honolubu:

The Commandant of the Coast Guard has approved conversion of Moloka'i Light Station at
Kalaupapa from manned operation to automatic unmanned operation. We have set 1 Apnl
1966 as a target date for this conversion. Afler automation, we plan to dispose of all excess
property at the Tight including our quarters there **

Eply went on to explain that the Coast Guard would still require the services of a resident of
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the settlernent, but that the contract with be a direct one, not one arranged through the Depariment
of Health. The other matter was a telephone link to the police depariment m Kalaupapa in order to
monitar the light and in case there should be a power failure. As Eply explained, "Even though the
constable might be away from the police station making his rounds, he will always be in view of the
light and will perform the same function as the alarm.”*** In anticipation of this a telephone line had

been installed between the station and the Kalaupapa settlement in 1964.%%

The final move toward automation would wait until well into July, 1966, The light would first
be switched to automatic power on August 1. Until that time the station continued to be manned.
That spring and summer Boatswain’s Mate First Class Daniel J. Bryson and Engincman Third Class
James R. Creighton were on duty at the Moloka'i station. Bryson was a career Coast Guardsman
from Jackson, Michigan and had been in the service for twelve years, serving the last year at the
remote Kalaupapa station. Creighton, a native of San Antonio, Texas, had only arnived in Moloka'i
four months before the date sct for automation. Both left shortly after the need for manual rewinding
of the clockwork mechanism was no longer required and the fully automated light with the motornzed

mechanism was clearly working.

Orders sent out in June, 1966, called for the crating and removal of all unnecessary maierials
and equipment from the site ** Still much remained on the old Moioka'i Light Station site that had
to be taken care of or otherwise disposed of. In June, 1968, a final accounting of property and

equipment remaining at the station was made under the direction of Captain Victor Pfeiffer,

Commander of the Fourteenth Distnct.

Summarizing the inventery in a letter to Dr. Ira Hirschy of the Depariment of Health PfeifTer
listed: an “Assistant’ Keeper's dwelling” of combined wood-frame and stone construction:
“Condition: stone construction, good; woodwork and flooring, heavily termite infested,” a kceper's
dwelling: “concrete block construction... Condition: concrete block construction, good; interior,
good.” Other structures listed were “Store house... Condition: peor;” “Garage.... Condition: poor;”

“Fuel shed -— sturdy conerete construction, located north of light tower. Condition: doot broken off
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hinges;” “Fresh water tanks {2) — concrete construction with dimensions of 12 A diameter x 10 &

height. Located approximately 100 Rt south of light tower. Condition: roofing missing, ™"’

This was one of the only references to a second water tank and leaves some questions. The
survey map of 1936 indicates two tanks, one on the present location of the concrete storage tank,
located south of the tower, and a second tank located to the west, Only one tank is listed in the 1927
inventory of the property.” What remains on the site are the concrete foundation remains — tapered
concrete posts — for a now missing structure. These possibly held a second water storage tank
instailed between 1930 and 1936, but this remains uncertain, This second tank was almaost certainly
not of concrete (possibly wood or metal); and there must have been some error in the 1968 survey,

or simply, another tank was located near the tower that no longer remains on the site.

The 1968 inventory went on Lo cite the remaining contents of the buildings, listed as “Title

B propeny:”

1 ea chest type freczer

1 ca Maytag washer

! ea 40 gal Westinghouse electric water heater
1 ea GE refngerator

10 ea chairs

8 ca wooden tables

1 ea bookcase, wooden

1 ea scttee — wooden with cushions

1 ea 4 drawer file cabinet

1 ea deck metal

2 ea beds with headboard

2 ea chest of drawers — woaoden

3 sa mattresses

2 ca box spring mattress

1 ea desk, wooden

Various plumbing fixtures and electrical fixtures >*

Pfeiffer stresses that “All the above items which are uf wood construction appear to be termite
ridden. Other items are deemed to be in such condition as to make further use by the Coast Guard

uneconomical.” As he stresses in his letter to Dr. Hirschy:
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In the event you have no need for the facilities and no other public body is interested in them,
the surplus buildings will probably be demolished. 1n order to forego the expense of sending
a Coast Guard demolition crew to accomplish this task, we are interested in the possibility of
having qualified members of the scitlement perform the demolition and scrap removal for us
in exchange for the salvage value of materials and title B property. The demolition would
have to conform to Coast Guard Tequirements so that no safety hazards would remain ™
In 1971, the plot was re-surveyed for purposes of redistribution of the property **' The Coast
Guard had retained ©.7461, or approximately 3/4's acre for its own use, conveying the remainder of
the about 22.9 {22 88) acre plot to the General Services Administration. In | 971, the State of Hawai'i
expressed an interest in acquiring the rest of the propeny to have it joined to land already held as par
of the Depariment of Health’s operations. The U.S. Coast Guard, which oversaw the survey,

recommended strongly for the transfer:

1. That, except for the light structure and 32,400 square It adjacent to the fight, the land and
buildings are excess to the needs of the Coast Guard.

2, That the buildings and structures are in run down condition and present a poor appearance.

3. That the two buildings are restorable and could be used by the anyone who had reason to
live at Kalaupapa.

4 That the proper maintenance of the buildings and structures by the Coast Guard would be
expensive and that there would be no benefit to the Coast Guard in maintaining them.

5. That as long as the State Hansen's Disease Faciity is in operation, it 1s not permissable
(sic), practical, or desirable for any other party to use the land and the buildings.

6. That there is no known Federal Agency need for land or structures.*®

By this peried, however, new plans were afoot for the whole of the Makanalua Pemnsula.
Threughout the years afler the construction and first use of the Moloka'i Light Station, the Hansen's
Disease settlement had continued to evolve. The 1920s and 1930s had witnessed considerable
restructuring of the settlement community, as the population shifted more completely to Kalaupapa.
The 1930s, in fact, would mark one of the most important decades in the physical history of the

settlement, with new dormitories, schools, and homes being built on the western edge of the
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peninsula *® Ry 1940, Kalaupapa was a well developed community, with stores, a post office,
community center, schools, homes, administrative buildings, workshops, and warehouses. Along with

the lighthouse station, Kalaupapa had reached its “mature” period.

But much would change in the years afier World War 11. Drugs devejoped dunng the war
vears, particularly the sulfone drugs, such as promin, diasone, and promizole, were found to be
imniensely effective in the treatment of Hansen’s Disease. Beginning in May, 1946, patients at
Kalaupapa were given the option to be treated as pari of their routine therapy; and by 1948
remarkable improvement in the condition of patients was evident.™ In August, 1948, about 240
patients were under drug treatmet, representing approximately 85 percent of the residents,’®* 1t was
discovered that their ulcers were healing, various lesions were diminishing, and in some cases even
failing vision was arrested. At the same titne, greater precautions were being taken to prevent chaldren
from contracting the disease, so fewer children were being forced to move to Kalaupapa from

elsewhere in the Hawaiian Islands ?*

Although it was not immediately clear 10 everyone involved, these developments certainly
pointed to a time when the leprosarium would no longer be necessary. In 1948, there remained only
280 paticnts, 38 parolees, or former patients showing no remaining symptoms, and six kekuas, or
helpers (usually wives or other family members of patients} >’ The sixty-bed hospital was manned
by a doctor and two assistants. There were also eleven nurses, five Sisters of 5t. Francis and six lay
nurses, and two laboratory technicians. The settlements also included an administrator and occasional
clerks or assistants. The schools and boys' and mens’ homes were run by a handful of Roman

Catholic brothers. By the late 1950s, the number of patients had diminished by nearly half again,’®

ARer 1949, no new patients were required to be admitted to the settiement, although
occasional patients continued to voluntarily 1ake up residence in the settlement over the next two
decades. Treatment of the disease primarily was conducted in Honolulu, where patients could be
housed more economically. Repairs and improvements would continue to be made at the Kalaupapa

settlement, and even new houses would be built in the post-war period. But overall, the entire project
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was winding down. By the 1960s, most of the fears surrounding the disease had dissipated and,
beginning in 1968, letters coming from Kalaupapa no longer needed to be fumigated.™ In 1969, the
Depariment of Health officially decided that those infected with Hansen's Disease no longer needed

10 be isolated; and most patients could live at hume with no more than occasional visits to doctors ™

In 1974, there were only 119 patients still remaining in residence at Kalaupapa.”™ The State
of Hawai'i assured residents that they would have a continued right to remain on Moloka'i,
particularly because some residents had never known another home. But as of 1969, when no more
patients were allowed to move to Kalaupapa, it had become clear to everyone that at some poini

there would no longer be a Hansen's Disease settlement on Moloka'i,”™

The National Park Service Assumes Conirol

A Citizens Committee for the Preservation of Kaluapapa emerged during this pericd and
pressed for some kind of intervention. As a result, Representative Patsy T. Mink intreduced 2 bill in
Congress to create a national historic site on Moloka'i, and on October 17, 1976, and act was passed
determining that the Kalaupapa leprosy settlenent “constituted a unique and nationally significant
cultural, historical, educational, and scenic resource, ™ and directing the Secretary of the Interior

to study the settlement and make recommendations as to its preservation and interpretation {Public

Law 94-518)%"

A report was completed in July, 1978, and the Kataupapa settlement was recommended for
inclusion within the National Park System in October, 1979.°™ With continuing advice from the
Kalaupapa National Historical Park Advisory Commission, as well as other state and federal agencies,
patients, architects, historians, and others, the bill to create a national park at Kalaupapa was fnally

signed into law on December 22, 1980.7"

Afler 1980, the Kalaupapa Hansen's Disease settlement became the Kalaupapa National

Historical Park. Patients stilf remained (and remain to the present ime) on the peninsula and many
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of the administrative functions were {and are) still handled by the Hawai'i State Department of
Health. Much ofthe money for operating the settlement comes from the federal government through
the Department of Health; and responsibility for maintenance has been assumed by the National Park
Service, which has an administrative presence on the peninsula *™ With a small, but active tourism
business, Kalaupapa, it can be assumed, will eventually become an interpretive center and site
dedicated to the understanding of the importance of leprosy in the culturat hfe of Hawai'i as well as
the particular roles of significant figures such as Father Damicn, Brother Joseph Dutton, and Mother
Marianne Cope in ministering to sufferers of [{ansen’s Disease. The Moloka i Light Station, identified
in numerous National Park Service-sponsored studies as historic properiies, had become by 1980in

many ways simply a part of this story.*"™

The historic value of the Moloka i lighthouse, and to a lesser degree the secondary structures
associated with it, had become apparent both to historians and the Coast Guard itself by this period.
A trip report written in Scptember, 1974, by Lieutenant D.(Dick}A. Wilson, Chief of the Civil
Engineering Branch for the U.S. Coast Guard’s Fourtcenth District, pointed out that “Moloka’i Light
has been proposed for inclusion in the National Register of 1iistoric Places, *¥% In 1976, the Moloka'i
Light Station would be fisted in the National Register as part of the Kalaupapa Leprosy Setilement
National Landmark District nomination. *® A separate, although very incomplete, nonunation for the

station was submitted in 1982

Listing in the National Register of Historic Places, and the steps leading up to listing,
introduced a new period in the history of the light station, The U.S. Coast Guard, which still had (and
has) jurisdiction over the tower was forced to think differently about any proposed changes at the
site. Consultation with the park’s superintendent and with the State liistonc Preservation QOfficer and
his staf" also became a requirement whenever changes were contemplated. In short, the Moloka't

Light Station had becorne a historic monument, not merely a navigational aid!

Inspections by the Coast Guard engineers therefore began to take on a diflerent type of

significance; they now concerned the condition of historic fabric, not just structural or cosmetic issues
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per se. And reports from the 1970s and 1980s indicate that both the lighthouse tower and subsidiary

buildings and structures were facing significant problems,’™

Dick A. Wilson, Chief of the Engineering Branch of the Fourieenth District summarized many
ofthe problems in his report dated as early as Seplember 3, 1974. The tower, he pointed out, showed
“marked deterioration of paint.” The lower twenty fl of the tower indicated “concrete cracks and
spawling.” A interior crack, located near the clock level, did not penetrate the wall. But the presence
of rust stains throughout, Wilson cautioned, indicated the possibility of a leaking roof. Three windows
on the east side of the tower were deteriorated beyond repair; Wilson suggested they “be replaced
or sealed.” Those on the west, he found, 10 be in better condition; he suggested they be sealed.

Estimated costs were $30,000. %

In addition, Wilson found that the front door to the tower was missing its louvered panel.
Important to the ventilation of the tower, he suggested replacement. He found too that the shafl was
filled with debris; also that the carriage wheels were “frozen in place by built-up grease™™ He

recommended more thorough cleaning during the next inspection.

Wilson's report was particularly discouraging about the ancillary buildings. “The buildings on
the station are dangerously deteriorated,”™* it was clear that the station had reached a point of no

return, as far as the condition of buildings and structures was concemned. National Park Service

intervention was COMINg none too soon,

One of the final issues, and ane that wouid have an important impact of the future of the

lighthouse, was the condition of the operating mechanism. As Lieutenant Wilson reported:

Very smaull amounts of mercury were found on the clock level, usually imbedded in
accumulated grease. A mercury vapor level check of the light tower is scheduled for funding
this quarter. The U.S. Naval Shipyard conducts the tests. The unit should be cautioned to
remove excess and spilled grease and oil since these substances trap and obscure free mercury
and make its visual detection nearly impossible ™
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Figure 13. Kalaupapa Lighthouse, Kalaupapa, Moloka'i, Hawai'i, March 1974,
Bishop Museum Archives, John C. Wright, negative number H 107, 223 - frame 4%.
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Although plans continued to be put forward for the retention of the on ginai apparatus, it was
apparent within the next ten years that a more thorough rethinking of the problem was going to have
to be conducted. The issue of mercury contamination in the light of increased undersianding of
environmental hazzards became more a concern dunng this period. Periadically personnel from the
Navy Environmental and Preventive Medicine unit were called in to monitor mercury contamination

and deal with minor spills.** An inspection made on January 15, 1985, revealed that mercury was

regularly leaking from the vat **

But even before this condition was revealed the Coast guard had decided to replace the older
Fresnel lens with a new totating beacon. On this occasion the State Historic Preservation Office was
consulted. Writing to Susumu Ono, Chainnan of the State Historic Preservation Review Board on

November 15, 1982, Captain B D. Lovern, Chief of the Navigational Aids Branch of the Fourieenth

Coast Guard District, explained that

We propose to replace the classical lens with 2 modern rotating beacen which will provide
adequate service to thc mariner, reduce the maintenance effort and, most imporiantly,

eliminate the mercury health hazard.

The new equipment will be mounted inside the existing protective plass enclosed housing,
Although the brilliance of the light will be reduced somewhat, and the {ight at night will lock
“diffarent” to the mariner than it does now because it will have a shorter Aash length, the

appearance of the structure will not change.

The lens, which because of its age, probably has some histoncal value in itself, will be
disposed of in accordance with the guidelines for the disposal of such properties,

The same day a Project Reguest Form was sent to headquaricrs in Washinglon by
Commander D.F. Murphy, Chief of the Signal Management Dranch*® On January 21, 1983, the
Advisory Council ot Historic Preservation concu rred with the State Historic Preservation Officer that

the removal of the lens would have “no adverse effect” upon the histaric property at Moloka'i *!

Before removal of the lens took place, the Coast Guard began to consider other changes on

the site. Proposals were made in 1984 to demolish both the remaining concrete water tank and the
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wouod-frame powerhouse. But both the National Park Service on site in Kalaupapa and the State
Historic Preservation Oflicer informed the Coast Guard that both structures were considered historic
and were considered “integral” to the lighthouse complex.** Efforis were made at the same time to
consider the best way to preserve the lens itsclf, which was alrcady scheduled for removal. Proposals
from the Hawaiian Mantime Center in Honolulu and the Lahaina Restoration Foundation in Maur

were considered, with the Lahaina Restoration Foundation’s proposal being accepted. ™

Finally, in 1986 the Coast Guard began the necessary steps10 remove the older apparatus and
provide a new illuminating device. An Industnal Work Order was issued in March that year calling
for the replacement of the “classical lens with DCB-224 beacon.” The work cailed for the removal
of the electric motor, gears, and shaft from the lens rotation mechanism; removal of the 1,000-watl
lamp and pedestal; draining the mercury from the vat and decontamination of all areas likcly to have
been in contact with meroury; modifications in the cast iron platforny; construction of a new mounting
stand for the lighting apparatus; and removal of the “classical lens” from the site.*™ The Coast Guard
made arrangements at the same time for the lens to be loaned to the Lahaina Restoration Foundation

in Maui, which was interested in displaying the lens as an educational exhibit.

To carry out and monitor the work, six men from the ANT {Aids to Navigation Team) were
sent 1o Moloka'i from their home base at Sand Island, Honolulu. The team included petty officers
Aaron ). Landrum and Ralph Craig. Their assignment included supervising the work of a civihian
contracter, who had been given a deadline of fourreen days 1o complete the clean-up of mercury in

the tower and a general decontamination. The task for the Coast Guardsmen was to disassemble the

lens and pack it for shipping to Maui.*

The project was complex, but was guided by the well thought-out assembly scheme and a

numbering system engraved on the components of the six-fl wide lens. Aaron Landrum remembering

the job, commented.

The numbering system is so simple and clear that anyone, even Someone who had never seen
s Fresnel lens before, can understand how the lens is assembled. There are Roman numbers
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Archives, negative npumber I 114, 812 - frame 16.

Figure 14. Kalaupapa Lighthouse, Moleka'i, Llawai'i, June 1978, Bishop Muscum



Figure 15. View of Moloka't Lighthouse, from 1he wortheast,
1985, U.S. Coast Guard Archives, Honolulu, Hawai'i.



Figure 16, Location Map, Lighthouses in the Hawaiian
Islands. Map by Savance Virochrut.
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as well as Arabic numbers, and on the bottom is stamped “A go to A, 1 goto 1," etc. The
lensis so beautifully designed, once it is assembiled the weight of the sections automatically
makes the whole lens fit together tightly ™

The system proved so simple that videotaping the sequence of disassembly proved
unnecessary. Ralph Craig explained (he procedure further: “There were 26 sections all together [sic]

and each weighed about 264 pounds.” The sections were Lhen lowered down the sicle of the tower.

We used this old truck — no brakes, only a hand brake, no doors, rusted out — and we ticd
a line to it. Afler we removed a section of the lens we'd wrap it up in two old mattresses and
then attached it 10 the other end of the line. As the truck backed up towards the tower the
lens was slowly lowered to the ground. You canimagine how tough it was getting every piece
down. The road was rough and rocky, and the wind was blowing about 35 to 40 miles an
hour. We had to use a cheater pole — a sclid aluminum pole with a chiv at the top, We used
the cheater pole to keep each section we lowered from smashing into the tower.™

The whole process lasted two and a half days, before the lens was removed. The sections werc
taken to the landing in Kalaupapa, where they were stored until the Coast Guard Cutter Maliow
arrived. Each section was then put in a small boat and taken o the cutter offshore. The lens was then

transporicd to Lahaina, Maui for reassembly as pant of the Lahaina Restoration Foundation exhibit.

l.andrum and Craig were dispatched to Maui to assist in putting the exhibit together. This
took five days altogether. The Foundation, under the direction of Jim Luckey, arranged for the lens
to be displayed in a small building located at the Wharf Shopping Complex. Here it was put on display

daily for visitors ™

There were regrets about the move almost immediately. Both Aaron Landrum and Ralph
Craig, the Coast Guardsmen assigned to the project, pointed oul that the residents of Kalaupapa
scemed to feel that something was being taken away from them. “One of the things the people
enjoyed,” Landrum explained, “was going up to the airport at night and watching the fight... There

is so little the people have. There is so little they can do.”**
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Figure 17. Detail of tower and iantera, from norihwest,
1985, 1.5, Coust Guard Archaves, FHonolulu, 1awai’i.




Richard Marks, a patient at the scttlement and also the Kalaupapa shenfl, complaned strongly

to the press:

They talk about the Statue of Liberty, well, this light was the first thing that hundreds of
thousands of immigrants to Hawai'i saw when they first came here. Everyone of our people
.. can remember this light looking over us ... Nobody gives a damn about the people here ..

Maui is going to set up a building and put money into it. How willing are they going to be to
give it back? We're not blaming the Coast Guard. They're doing their job.... but the lens
should be shown here. What docs Lahaina have to do with the light?**

In 1993, Marks’s plea was answered when the lens was returned to Kalaupapa. In September,
1993 the Lahainz Resioration Foundation's exhibit was closed, and the Coast Guard planned to
return the lens to O’ ahu, pending further decisions.*” Neal Borgmeyer, then head of maintenance for
the National Park Service in Kalaupapa, heard that the future of ihe lens was uncertain and, together
with the Superintendent, Peter Thompson, requested that the iens be returned to Moloka'i, " Jim
Lucky ofthe Lahaina Restoration Foundation gave the proposal his support.** In October, 1993, lim
Deibler of the Fourleenth Coast Guard District flew to Maui to supervise the disassembly and move

of the lens to Kalaupapa. Reporting on October 17, the Maui news explained:

1t took less than four hours for the Coast Guard cutter Sassafras to reach the Kalaupapa
harbor. The crates were then lowered into a smaller crafl which needed to make three trips
to shore to deliver the fragile goods. Borgmeyer and his co-workers — Lionel Kaawaloa,
Alben Pu, Jeffrey English and Xevin Seitz — were lined up on the wharf, waiting to guide
the light home, picce by piece **

The lens is presently stored in the old garage on the lighthouse station property. The other
structures and buildings at the site are in various states of repair, uscd now primanly by the National
Park Service to house temporary siaff or visitors, Minimal maintenance, under typically stringent
budget constraints, has 1aken place at the site, including the re-roofing of the concrete water tank and
periodic repairs to other buildings. The site now awaits adoption of a2 more thorough management
plan 10 determine steps to take for the preservation of remaining features. (A National Pask

conservation team examined the condition of the lens in the summer of 2001, as part of a general plan
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Figure 18, Yiew of lens, interior of lantern, 19385, U.iS, Coast
Guard Acchives, Honeluly, Hawai'i.




Figure 19. View of lens, 1985, ULS. Coast Guard Archives,
Honolula, Hawai'l



to display and interpret it to the public.}

The approximately 22.9 acre site of the Moloka') Light Station is presently owned jointly by
the National Park Service, which was conveyed the land by the General Services Administration in
1980, and the U.S. Coast Guard, which has retained ownership of approximately three quarters of
an acre containing and immediately surrounding the lighthouse tower ** There is presently discussion
about the possibility of conveying all of the property 1o the National Park Service. With the signal at
Mcloka'i now playing a smaller part inthe navigational safety of Hawaiian waters, the actual function
of the lighthouse plays an increasingly smaller role. The property is now un-manned and requires only

periodic inspections for maintenance.

As the Kalaupapa National Historical Park becomes a more established entity with the
gradual, but inevitable decrease in the numiber of resident patients and the wamng of the role of the
Department of Elealth in the management of the area, it is likely that the lighthouse and associated
buildings and other features will become a significant part of the interpretive program of the park, as
sct out in the legislation establishing the park (Pubkic Law 96-363, enacted December 22, 1980). The
Moloka'i Light Station is an important piece of the nation’s history, and also important in the history
of the Hawaiian Islands and Moloka'i Istand, especially the Kalaupapa peninsula. Iis remaining
buildings and structures convey a strong sense of the history of the lighthouse service in Hawai') and
the lives of the keepers who once were stationed there over several significant eras. Collectively, they
constitute an imporrant rescurce for the nation, the state, and the locality and a valuable interpretive

and educational too! for future generations.
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Figure 24l Air Survey Hawaii, Aerial view, Moloka'i Light
Station, May 218, 1990, Kalaupapa Natienal Historical Park,
Kalaupapa, Hawai’i.



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: LIGRTHOUSE TOWER AND ASSOCIATED
BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, AND OTHER FEATURES

Location and Setting

The Meloka'i Light Station is localed at the northern edge of the Makanalua Point, also
known as the Makanalua Peninsula or, altcrmatively, the Kalaupapa Peninsula, on the nonh coast of
the Hawaiian island of Moloka'i, the County of Maui. Situated about a half mile from the tip of the
peninsula, known as Kahiu Point, and a quarter mile from the Kalaupapa Airfield, the white-painted
lighthouse, with its elevation of 138 fl above the ground and approximately 225 above sea level,
forms a prominent feature of the landscape, visible from sea and air from many miles. The Moloka's
Light Station is about 50 miles easi-northeast of the city of Honolulu and 25 miles east of Makapu'u
Point Light Station, the sccond imponant landfail ight for ships arriving in Hawai'i from Norh,

Central, and South Amenca.

The lighthouse station is situated along & slight rise in what is known to geologists as the
Kalaupapa shield. A volcanic formation, the relatively low-lying promontory is ancient evidence of
the outflow of lava northward from the Moloka'i sea cliffs, formed long before. At the south end of
the shield, close to the ¢liffs or pali, is the Kauhalu Crater, with its lake one of the most distinctive
geological formations on the peninsula. The Kauhaku Trench, possibly a collapsed lava tube, stretches

northward from the crater in the general direction of the lighthouse tower.

The site of the light station could be seen to straddle the divide between the drier, Kalawao
side of the peninsula, to the east, and the larger, and somewhat more protected Kalaupapa side, to
the west. The lighthouse itself sits near the top of a knoll, with an elevation of 105 0l above sca level,
The Kalawao Trig Station (bench mark) was cstablished at this point prior to the construction of the
tower; the tower foundation was placed at the approximately 90-fl contour, to the northeast of the
Trig Station, Known traditionally as Kiikolu hill or rise, the knoll measures about 600 ft wide,

descending steeply on the south and east sides, and declining more gradually along the north and
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Figure 1. Location map, Molok'i Lighthouse, Kalaupapa
National Historical Park. Map by Savanee ¥Virochrut.



nonhwest.

Landscape Featlures

The soils along the east and northeastern sides of the plot are dry and harsh, consisting of
sandy soils and broken volcanic crust and boulders. The west and northern slopes are better walered,
and consist of grassy areas broken up by numerous volcanic stones and boulders. The latter are
strewn largely over all of the site, although most are clustered together in either low-lying piles or
have been brought 1ogether historically (and prehistorically) to form terraces, walls, and enclosures.
These enclosures and walled areas were used histoncally (and, again, prehistoncally) for agncultural
purposes, protecting fragile plants from harsh, southwesterly winds, and also serving to hold domestic
animals, especially pigs. In the more recent historic period, or afier the establishment of the light
station, these protected terraces were also used for small-scale agriculture by the keepers and their
famnilies. Interviews and records indicate that the keepers grew a vaniety of foodstuffs, including sweet
potatoes, a longstanding crop in this part of Moloka'i, as well as vanous other vegetables and

frunts **

A more glaborate stone wall, rising from approximately two to four it above grade, extends
nearly 1,000 it along the eastern edge of the property, in a northwesterly direction (from the

lighthouse tower), following the downward slope of the hill,

Volcanic (basaltic) stones were also used fo delimit the residential compound of the keepers.
The resulting perimeter wall measures about 150 by 300 l and is located 450 fi west of the lighthouse
tower. Made up of boulders ranging from two A to six inches in diameter, this wall rises from four
to Give fi above grade on four sides. It is broken on the northwest side, to provide access to the

dwellings, and on the northeast to allow for the concrete pathway leading to the tower.

[n addition, the site includes a number of rubble masonry retaining walls, differing from the

various terraces and walled compounds in that they are usually mortared {but not zlways). These
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walls are generally associated with specific structures, often defining their upper boundanies or
holding back soil of adjacent higher ground. They are described in association with individual

buiidings and structures and are not identified and numbered as separate contributing struciures.

A historic pathway or roadway leads from the north to the tower, for a distance of about 00
. Well recorded in historic plans, this roadway is now only parially visible. Only a short section falls

within the boundanes of the Moloka't light station, where it accesses the site at the southeast.

The more substantial historic road arcs across the nonh and west edges of the site, just
outside the boundaries of the light station plot. Serving as a mcans of communication with the
sctttement at Kalaupapa, 2 2 miles to the west, this road historically was unpaved; and it 15 now
paved only to the edge of the Air Field, which it also serves. Within the area of the station an unpaved
drive stretches about 600 |t from the access road, in an easterly, then southerly direction. Histoncally,
this drive separated a1 the northwest comer of the keepers’ compound, providing for access (o the

wark and service areas above the compound, just downslope from the tower.

Other, smaller pathways and drives interrupted {and still interrupt) the surface of the slope
west of the tower, providing access storically to storage facilities and other various features. Some
of these roads and paths may also be temnants of agricultural pathways, leading to vanous terraces
and protected enclosures. Difficult to distinguish given the present condition of the site, these many

paths have not been individually identified as contributing featuves.

The drive 1o the lower area was bordered historically by Ironwood trecs {casuaring
equisetifolia). These appcar to have been added in the 1920s to provide a wind break and formal
landscape feature for the site. Photegraphs of ca. 1930 show neatly planted rows of trees along the
principal approach from the northwest and also lining the west edge of the keepers’ compound, about
thirly ft from the wall, These remain on the site today, although those marking the west edge of the
keepers’ compound are no longer trimmed as they were historically. Clusters of trees, again

apparently ironwood, were Jocaled on the lower slope of the hill behind {east) of the keepers’
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compound. Remnants of these trees still remain on the site as well

The site is covered with 2 variety of tropical grasses and shrubs, including Lantana (Lartana
camara), lima {Sida failax), Heliotropium amplexicaule (Heliotropium amplexicanle), Bermuda
grass {Cynodon dactolon), and Hairy Horseweed (Comyza bonariensis). ™ Histoncally {until ca. 1960)
the keepers’ compound had a tur{Tawn that was well manicured by station personnel. There were also
ornamental plantings and shrubs along the foundations of the keepers’ residences and bordering other
features, such as the concrete walkway to the tower. Presently most of the site is overgrown with

successionary grasses and shrubs,

Banana and papaya trees were tended historically within the keepers” compound. Vegetable

gardens were also maintained within the compound and in the sheltered area east of the compound

wall.

Photographs of the 19303 through the 1950s also indicate a stand of palm trees, neatly
distributed within the keepers’ compound. These appear ta have been planted in the 1920s and were

removed from the site sometime afier 1560,

Remnants of a post and wire fence still border part of the historic light station property. The
original fence appears to have been added around the time of construction or shortly aflerward,
around 1910, The fence is listed in a 1927 inventory of the property and is descnbed as a five wire
fence on redwood posts. In 1936, the boundaries were altered somewhat. On the south side, the
boundary line was expanded; on the nonthwest it was reduced to take into account the new air strip.

As a resuht the earlier fence no longer corresponds 1o the property boundanes in some sections.

A concrete walkway extends from the keepers’ compound to the lighthouse, a distance of
about 450 R. This was constructed aRer 1927 and before 1930, A date of 1929 inscribed on the walk
(in the seventh section), and the initials W M. KLEE verifies this as the onginal construction date.

Thirty-two inches wide, and poured in ten-R sections, the walk is interrupted by a serics of steps and
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Figure 22, Site Flan and Boundaries, Proposed Moloka'i
Light S1ation Histeric District, Kalaupapa, Moloka'i,
Sayance Yicochout, delineator,



landings as it stretches toward the tower base, from the lower clevation of the keepers’ compound
ta the west. The upper-most steps, closest to the base of the tower are inscribed 6/1/29 and 6/3/29.
The concrete surface of the walkway is finished on the edges by a threc-inch wide tooled border. This

border marks the edges of the expansion joints as weli.

An approximately eight-fl wide concrete drive intersects the walkway (at a diagonal) about
20 [t fram the basc of the tower. Only about two A wide on either side of the walk, this fzature

appears to have been added around 1934, when the adjacemt powerhouse was constructed.
Summary of and Distribution of Features

The Moloka'i Light Station consists of two distinct “precincts,” or built-up areas, and a single
isolated structure, the ofginal oil-storage building, located about 550 R northwest of the lighthouse
tower. Bath of the historic precincts contain historic (and contributing) buildings, structures or other
features. The following is z list of features, arranged according to geographical proximiy. Knewn

historic features no longer present on the site are also noted.

The Lighthouse Precinct: Located at the along the top of the Kiikolu knell, the lighthouse arca

includes the following historic (contnbuting) features:

1) the lighthouse base and tower {built 1908-1909); structure,

2) the reinforced concrete base for the former oil-storage tank (possibly buiit in 1908-1509,
but also possibly a ca. 1925 replacement for an earlier storage tank), located 25 ft
south of the tower; site;

3) the octagonal, reinforced concrete, water storage tank, located about 100 fi southwest of
the lighthouse (built 1908}, structure,

4) the wood-frame powerhouse (1934), located about 15 ft northwest of the tower; building,

5) the concrete footing for a flag pole {ca 19097, prior 10 1924), located about 73 il
northwest of the tower; site;

6) the concrete pier supports for the former oil-drum loading ramp (date unceriain, possibly
ca. 1920}, located 200 fi west of the tower, sie;

Historic features no longer visible on the lighthouse site included.
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a) a wood-frame structure on the site of the oil-storage tank base, still present in 1924 but
removed before 1930 and possibly before 1927,

b) a second water storage tank, prabably of wood construction, located approximately 150
fl west of the tower, indicated on a site map in 1936 and listed in an inventory of
1968. If such a tank existed it was built afier 1927 and was demolished sometime afler
1936. (There is some discrepancy in the record of this feature, and it may never have

existed.)

The Keepers’ Compound: Located along the west slope of the nise, the keepers’ compound (and

immediately adjacent area), includes the following historic (contributing) features:

7) the original, stone principal Keeper’s residence (built 1909; additional work 1913; rear
frame addition 1927) building;

8) the concrete-block First Assistant Keeper’s { and later principal Keeper’s) residence (built
1950); building;

9) the washhouse/storage shed, located behind {east) of the Second Keeper’s residence (built
1909; expanded 1955); building,

10) the wood-frame garage, located 150 [ norihwest of the stone Keeper’s residence (buill
ca. 1920, alihough possibly earlier); building.

1listoric features no longer present included:

¢ and d} two wood-frame quarters for the First and Second Assistant Keepers, built in 1902,
demolished in 1950 and 1953, respectively; located south of the remaining 1909 stone
quarlers;

e} tool house and storage building located approximately 100 fl east of the principal Keeper's
dwielling, built around 1920; demolished afler 1950, prior 10 1956,

) second washhouse, located to the rear of the Second Assistant Keeper’s dwelling, built ca.
1906, demolished prior to 1927,

g} henhouse, located in “SW corner or reservation” in 1927; built ca. 19207; demolished ca.
19307,

h) henhouse/chicken yard, located 250 It northwest of the principal Keeper’s quaners, 100
fi north of the garage, built ca. 1920, demolished after 1550,

0il Storage Buoilding:
11) a rectangular, reinforced concrete building (1909), built originally for storing oil

(kerosenc), but later for storing other combustible materials; located 550 [t northwest
of the tower and approximately 350 fi northeast of the keepers’ compound; building.

Landscape Features:

Additional historic (contributing) features throughout the site include landscape features
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previousty described. It should be stressed, however, that the site includes numergus stone terraces
and walled compounds, walis, and partial walls that make a precise count of all features difficuit.
Principal features are assigned separate numbers, smaller or partial walls, terraces, and compounds

ave lisied collectively.

12) concrete sidewalk (built 1929), extending from keepers’ compound to the lighthouse
tower; structure,
13) principal access road {built 1908), structure;
14) historic pathway/road from the north to the lighthouse tower (1908, possibly earlier);
structure,
15} stone perimeter walf for keepers’ compound (built ca. 1909), structure;
16) stone wall along northeast and east edge of site, just west of the oil storage building (date
unknown, possibly pre-mists date of lighthouse), struciure;,
17) wire perimeter fence (added ca. 19107, at least by 1927, many alterations); structure;
18) stone terraces, walls, compounds, scattered over the west slope of the station plot {dates
unknown, possibly pre-exist date of construction of light station); site;
19) [ronwood {Casuarina equisetifolie) trees, allee defining access road and forming screen
for keepers’ compound {planted ca. 1920, prior to 1930); site;
The arca also possessed historically numerous smaller paths and trails, providing access to
agricuftural compounds and terraces as well as providing access to features of the light station. These
arc presently difficult to identify, given changes in the use of the site, and impossible 10 number

scparately.

The site also includes at least four wood, electrical transmission poles post-dating ca, 1955,
when the station was serviced with commercial power for the first time. The dates of the existing
poles are not known, although they appear to be replacements of earlier examples. The poles have
not been assigned numbers and are not considered “contributing features™ at the present time.

However, their date of installation suggests that they should be considered for any future interpretive
plan by the park.
Historic Fresnel Lens

The site possesses a historic, Second-Order Fresnel lens, delivered to the lighthouse in 1909
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Figurc 23. Acrial view from northeast, September, 1999,
Photograph: William Chapman.




and first operated in September that year, The lens was removed from the site in 1986 and returncd
to the Moloka'i station in 1993. It is presently packed and stored in the historic garaye near the

keepers’ compound:

20} Fresnel lens (manufactured, 1907, installed, 1909; removed, 1986, retumed, 1993},
object.

The Station’s Sequence of Development

The “Original” Station_1908-1915

Construction of the Moloka'i Light Station began in June, 1908, when the first work crew
arrived on Moloka'i. Initial work included provisions for water and connection to the water hne
serving the seitlement at Kalaupapa. Tt is likely that the 12,000 gailon reinforced concrete water tank
was among the first structures erected on the site. Work on the tower began in September, 1908.
Relying on wood form-work and a wood derrick and mechanical lift, workers completed the concrete
work by March, 1909. In April, 1902, the iron work was first instalied. The lantern and lighting

apparatus were added over the summer months. The light was put into service in September, 1909,

Construction on the site also included an cil storage tank, protected by a wood structure,
located about twenty-five A south of the tower. A building of a similar form is visible in construction
photographs; and it fikely was used to protect the drums or a larger tank to store the keroscne for the
light. However, a second, reinforced concrete building was also constructed about 550 At north of
the tower. This building may have intended for more long-term storage. Eventually it would be used

to store other hazardous materals.

Other structures and buildings were added to the site apparently during the spring and surmer
of 1909, These included three keepers’ quarters, localed in compound west of the tower. The most
elaborate of these was a stone-walled, Craltsman-style bungalow, tocated at the north end of the

group. The other two dweliings were wood-frame (or possibly verical board or “single-wall™}
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construction. These were identical and consisted of simple, rectangular-plan buildings with gable
roofs (in contrast with the principal Keeper’s house, which had a complex hipped roof). Each of the
houses featured recessed porches on their west sides, 1t is likely that all three houses were completed
or nearly completed at the time the light station was first activated. A single reference gives a date
of 1913 for the stone keeper's cotlage, although no other evidence supports tis later date. Additions
were made that year to one of the cottages, a point noted in the Light House Board’s annual report.

But most of the work appears to have occurred around 1909,

In addition to the houses, the residential complex included two wash houses, located behind
the two wood dwellings. These were used for laundry, and at least one {and possibly both) included
a shower for the use of the keepers. It is likely that the stone perimeter wall surrounding the keepers’

dwellings was also completed at this period, since stone would have had to be removed from the

construclion site priof to building the houses.
The properly, therefore, as of ca. 1915 consisted of:

i} the lighthouse (1908-09)

ii) the concrete water tank {1908)

iii} the wood oil-storage house and tank? (1908-09; possibly replaced ca. 1923)

iv) the concreie oil storage building (1909)

v) the stone-walled kecpers’ compound {1908-09)

vi) the stone Keepers quarlers {1909, additions 1913)

vii) a wood First Assistant Keeper’s residence {1%09)

viit) 2 wood Second Assistant Keeper's residence {1909)

ix) a wood wash house (1909)

x) a second wood wash house (1909)

xi) an unpaved access and construction road to the site {1908, and possibly earlier)

xii) a second unpaved toad providing access to the keepers’ compound (1908)

xiii) a stone wall along the east edge of the site, possibly pre-dating the lighthouse (date
unknown}

xiv} a network of unpaved pathways between the light and the keepers’ compound and within
the compound {1508-09)

xv) stone walled terraces and compounds distributed along the slope of the hill leading to the
lighthguse (dates unknown)

xvi) wood-post and wire feace, marking periphery of property (ca. 16107, although possibly
later)
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The “Classic™ Stalion, 1925-1931

By ca. 1925 the sitc had evolved to some degree. This period (around 1920-1930) might be
considered the “classic” period of the station — the time during which it achieved its fullest penod
of development and during which it still retained the majority of its original features. This peried also
benefits from a fairly detailed inventory, completed in 1927 by R R, Tinkham, Superintendent for the
Fourteenth Lighthouse District. Photographs of ca. 1930-31 reinforce the 1927 inventory.

During this period the station included nearly all of the features built during the initial phase

of development and several new or modified features. These were the additions:

i) a garage to contain the station’s Ford truck (ca. 1920, although possibly earlier)

i) a tool and storage building added behind the first keeper’s dwelling (sa. 1920}

iii) a Nagpole added about 50 ft nornhwest of the tower (ca. 1920, possibly dating to the
original period, or prior to 1915)

iv) construction of a concrete walkway to the tower (1929)

v) introduction of a new kerosene oil storage tank {ca.. 1925, possibly simply a modification
of the original storage tank, possibly no alteration)

vi} construction of loading ramp west of tower (ca. 19207)

vii) addition of a chicken coop at the “southwest” edge of the complex, possibly the addition
of another hen house at the north (ca, 19207)

viii} addition of a large frame attachmerit to the principal keeper’s quarters (1927)

ix) planting of ornamental allee of trees and windbreaks (ca. 1920)

x} development of keepers’ gardens, east of the keepers’ compound

In addition, the wood-frame structure sheltering the oil-storage tank or tanks, located just
pext to the lighthouse tanks was denolished, sometime between 1926 and 1930 (and probably in
1926, since it is not mentioned in the 1927 inventory). Afier 1926, the single, 1,954-gallon ol storage
tank rested in an exposed reinforced concrete carriage, located about 25 ft from the base ofthe tower.
This possibly is the original oil storage method, although a modification was clearly made if this was

the case, in that the wood superstnucture was removed during this period.

One of the wash houses was also removed, probably around 1925, or prior to 1927,
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Significant Intermediary Modifications

In the years immediately afler the period of maximum development on the site, several new

features were introduced:

i) a wood-frame powerhouse was built to house the generators used to power the station

(1934)
it} the airstrip was built to the west of the station (begun ca.1931; graded 1934; completed

ca. 1939, paved 1953)

iii) maturing of palm trees planted within the keepers’ compound (ca. 1925-1 956)

iv) possible construction of and subsequent removal of a later {post 1927, but pre-1936}
water tank, located west of the original tank

During this period some older features became outmoded and were either removed from the
site or fellinto disrepair. These included the oil storage tank near the lighthouse tower and the loading

ramp — neither of them necessary once the station had been supplied with electncal generators.

The “Modern” Station, 1950-56

In the early part of the 1950s the station was modified significantly — to the point where it
had a dilTerent configuration altogether. This could be considered the station’s “modern” period, and
the changes reflected significant reorgamization within the lighthouse service (afler 1939, a branch of
the U.S. Coast Guard Service) and a different approach to management of the station, The changes
were svidenced in a reduction in the number of buildings and structures at the station, the neglect of

some outmoded features, and, especially, the introduction of a new, flat-roofed concrete residence.

In ca.1955, the station was linked to commercial power and the generators and powerhouse

became back-ups only.

The formal landscape of the site reached a high point of development and matunty during this

period. Photographs of the mid-1950s show well tended lawns, neatly trimmed trees, and generally
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well maintained grounds.

The following summanzes the changes:

i} demolition of the two wood-frame keepers’ quarters ( demolished, 1950 and 1953)
ii} demolition of the tool house {demolished, ca. 1951)

i) construction of new keeper’s quarters (1950}

iv) addition to remaining wash house {1955)

Subseguent Chanpes

After ca. 1956 the stationbegan to deteriorate. Only two keepers were assigned to the station,
afier 1960 single men in the Coast Guard. The older keeper's residence was neglected as were other
buildings on the site. In 1966, the station was fully automated and the buildings became further
neglected. By the 1970s, the water tank was no longer roofed: the oil storage building was in poor
repair, and other buildings, such as the powerhouse, loading ramp, etc. were allowed to fall into
disrepair. Since 1980, the property, excepting the tower and powerhouse, have been the responsibility
of the National Park Service, which is able to provide only minimal maintenance. The two houses

have been used as special purpose housing for National Park Service personnel and others.
Detailed Physical Description of Contributing Features

1) Lighthouse Base, Tower, and Laniem

Construction dates: 1908-1609

Dates of Alterations: repairs, 19}3; repainting, 1927, concrete repairs and Gunite application, 1953,
efectric power added, 1934; additional repairs, possible rermoval and replacement of windows
and doors, ca. 1974; removal of histonic Fresnel lens, modifications to lanterm Boor, 1986

Classification: Structure

Significance: National, State, and Local

Applicable Criteria: A and C

Integrity: Location, Setting, Materials, Feeling, and Association (through several periods of

significance);
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[.osses of or Threats to Integrity: Design, Workmanship, due to modifications afier ca. 1950

The lighthouse tower is situated a1 the 90-fi contour level of the Kiikolu knoll or hill, about
half a mile from Kahui Point, on the Kalaupapa Peninsula (Makanalua Peninsula or Foint) on the
north coast of the istand of Moloka'i. Placed on an 28-t diameter, octagenal concrete foundation,
or plinth, rising about 3 fi above grade, the reinforced concrete tower extends a full 112 A above the
foundation level. Constructed using a technigue known as cold-pouring, the tower was reinforced
with both vertical and horizontal iron bars, set about 6 in on-ccnter. The octagonal fower tapers
slightly, having an exterior diameter of 21 fl at the base and 14 R 6 in at the top. The structural walls

decrease in width as well_ being 4 il & in thick at the base and a little over 1 & 3 in at the top.

The interior of the shaft is divided inta five sections, defined by four concrete landings,
tocated at approximately the 16-fl level; the 44-ft level; the 72-fi level; and the 92-ft level. The
landings are linking by a circular (winding) concrete staircase, anchored to the mienor wall, Aniron

pipe rail, with an elevation of 36 in, follows the outer edge of the staircase.

The upper-most fioors of the tower consist of a cast iron platform, resting on 6-in sicel 1-
beams, historically designed to carry the weight of the lens and lens pedestal; and & second, lighter
metal fioor at the lens level. (This floor was elevated a few inches in 1986, when the older mercury
vat system was eliminated and the Fresncl lens was removed to be replaced by & modern, clectrical
signal ) The area between the upper-most floor and the cast iron platform was known histoncally as
the watchroom. Access to the watchroom was via a circular, iron staircase. Accessto the upper most

lantern room required {and still requires) a fixed iron ladder.

A 32-R iong, 18-in wide weight shalt descends from the watchroom level to the level of the
third concrete landing. This shafl contained the counterweights — actually steel drams, measuring
about 2 % A in length and 1 fi in diameter — used historically to move the lens in its chariot or
channel while activated. Operated manually, the weights linked via a system of cabies and pulleys

to the gear mechanism operating the revolving light. The movement of the drums was translated to
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Figure 24. Lighthouse tower (Feature 1) and concrete sidewalk (Feature 2), {from
northeast, September, 1999, Photograph: William Chapman.




Fizure 25. Lighthouse base and tower {Feature 1), with
wiod-frame powerhouse (Featore 12), from norilwast,
September, 1999, Photograph: William Chapman.
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Figure 26, Lighthouse hase (Feature 1), view from southwest, September, 1999,
Photograph: William Chapman.
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Figure 27. Lighthouse tower { Feature 1}, view from west
Scptember, 1999, Phodograph: William Chapman.
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Figure 28. Intcrior, Lighthowse tower (Feature 1), September, 1999,
Photograph: William Chapman.
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a series of gears and connected 1o a pinon, which rested on the ring ol the lens chariot. A hand crank
was used to raise the weight, a procedure that had to be repeated by the keepers every three hours
during their watch, An open-frame clock mechanism, removed in 1986, was attached to the pedestal
ofthe lens to gauge the time. The drum ntechanism was fitted with a ratchet, gears, and a clutch, to

allow the mechanism to be re-wound without moving or stopping the lens.

The exterior of the tower 1s relatively simple, consisting of the facets created by the octagonal
shape, and some omamental details. A buttressed, concrete staircase, with five treads, ascends to the
1op of the base on the west side. The stairs were originally fitted with pipe-iron handrails, which also
extended around the perimeler of the base. Extending about 3 A above the platform, and consisting
of a top rail and lower second rail, the railing appears to have been removed sometime in the 1930s

and cerlainly by the mid-1970s.

The body of the tower is decorated by a decorative, molded band, which extends about 4 i
3 in above the surface of the octagonal base, projecting about 8 in at the bottom and 6 in at the top.
The molding along the top of this feature consists of prominent twrzy, surmounting a scofia and
evofo, A simple plinth, ising 6 in above the surface of the base and projecting 1 in from the wall
surface, serves as the base. The molded base is interrupted by the door opening on the western most

facet.

At approximately the 18-01 level, belt course ot coping, projects about 18 in from the surface
of the wall. Sloping at the top and corbeled underneath, this belt course acts as a drip mold for the

{ower,
The top of the concrete tower features a projecting, molded concrete comice, supported by
simpte, diagonal concrete brackets at approximately 2-8 intervals, Projecting about 2 V2 ft from the

plane of the wall, the actagonal cornice features a typical eywa recta molding along the outer cdge.

The fenestration of the tower consists of nine window openings, six on the west facing facet
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of the tower and three on the east. The west side also was fitted with the entrance door to the tower.
The window openings measure | fl 4 ¥ inches by 4 R ¥ in. The entrance door measures 3 f11/4
in by 7 A 8 I/8 in. Onginally fitted with double-hung wood window sash and a wood paneled and
louvered door, the windows have been repiaced by fixed glass and, on the east, have been in-filled
with concrete, The single door is now a sheet-metal replacement, Records indicate that substantial
repairs took place in the 1950s and 1970s; the in-filling of the east windows appears to have cccurred
in 1974 . Also. additional work, possibly including repairs to a further modificattons to openings,

occurred in 1986 at the time the Fresnel lens was removed and a new lighting apparatus was installed.

Original drawings for the tower called for projecting and molded entablatures over the
window openings and a molded and bracketed entablature over the door. Final construction included
projecting, plane window sills, but eliminated the entablatures. At some period, most probably in
1953 when the exterior of the tower was treated with a concrete coating of Gumite, the sills were
remaved. The exterior surface of the tower is now extremely plane and uniform and originel surfaces

have been soRened by the application of the Gunite coatings.

The most dramatic feature of the tower was the iron and bronze lantern surmounting the
tower. In keeping with current technology and design, the lantern, prefabricated and manufactured
aff-site, was what was described as a “First order standard helical bar eylindrical lantern.” Rising over
3 0 above the peak of the concrete tower, the lantern was manufactured of cast and wrought iron,
with the curving sash bars constructed of cast bronze. Designed te minimize obstruction of the signal,
the helical pattern of the glazing bars held curved, lozenge-shaped glass panels, measunng about 2
14 A diagonally. The sill, cornice, and roof were all of cast iron. The decorative raiiing extending
about 1 f above the entablature of the roof was wrought iron. The lantern gallery (the exterior

“catwalk™ had a concrete floor and was fitted with a 3-f high, pipe rail banister and posts.
Crther than the lens itself, and the successive lamps or other apparatus used to provide the
light source — both of which are discussed below — , the only other distinctive features of the

original light tower and lantern were the cast-iron ventilator ball, capping the lapiern, and the bronze
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and platinum-pointed ghtning rod placed at the top and connected by means of a cooper strip to the
lantern sill. Access to the gallery is provided by a two-panel glass door, set flush with the lantern
glazing. Circular, cast-iron ventilators arc set in the concrete tower wall, at the watchroom level,

Additional adjustable ventilators are located along the lantern sill. Two steel airlock doors secured

the watchroom and lantern.

The lantem protected a Second-Order Fresnel lens manufactured by ChanceBrothersand Co.,
Ltd, Engiand, made in 1907 and delivered to the site in 1909. Known as a catadiaptog bi-valve lens,
the lens's two panels, made up of glass prisms set in panels and concentric, prismatic glass rngs
above and below the panels, had an internal diameter of 1,400 mm (about six it} making it one of the
largest lenses installed in the Pacific region. Initially possessing a power estimated at 390,000
candlcpower, it was improved through he introduction of a new lamp in 1915 to an estimated
620,000 candlepower. In 1934, with the addition of an electnc lighting device, its power was
estimated at fully 2,500,000 candlepower. By 1956, with further improvements to the lighting

apparatus, the total output was estimated at 12,600,000 candlepower!

Based until 1934 on the older oil (actually kerosene) technology, the original lamp was a
“Meade Design,” 55 mm incandescent oil-vapor lamp. In 1915 this was replaced by a “B” type oil-

vapor lamp of a similar size.

To atlow the lens to revolve easily, in order to create the appropriate signal, the lens and
lighting apparatus was sct in a mercury-filled trough or channel (also referred to as a “vat”}. The
trough itself was 10 in deep and a hittle over 4 in wide. Tt carried about 250 pounds of mercury, which

had to be filtered cvery six months to insure smooth operation of the apparatus.

The trough, along with the lens and lamp, were supported by an enormous, cast-iron pedestal,
about 8 A high and 6 A in diameter. The pedestal was by the cast iron [loor and steci I-beam forming

the lower floor of the walchroom,
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The lamp was fed by a 25-gallon reservoir located in the service area beneath the watchroom.
It was then pumped 1o the lamp reservoir in the lantern. The oil ongmated ina 1954-gallon capacity
storage tank at the ground level and was pumped by hand using a pump located on the first floor of

the tower. The oil ran through ' in pipe located in the stairwell,

The early light station was also fitted in the 1920s with bell wires, linking to the keepers’

dwellings. A time clock, table, and tool board were also located in the watchroom.

The original signal was a white flash (created by the revolving lens) every 20 seconds. In

1911, this was changed to a ten-second lash (flash 0.3 seconds; eclipse 9.7 seconds). In 1986, a new

signal was substituted for the historic signal.
Other specifications for the tower and lantern are:

Ground line to top of concrete platform: 114 f € 3/4 in

Height of lantern; 23 [t 3 1/4 in

Top of lantern (including ventilator and finial) above ground: 138 [t
Focal plane to top of lantern: 18 f 2 1/4 in

Focal plane to ground line: 119t @ 3/4 1n

Focai plane above sea level: 213 fl

Number of steps within the tower: 189

{Additional description of the lens, now stored on the site, is given under item number 20 below ]

2) Reinforced Congrete Base for Former Qil Storage Tank

Construction dates: 1908-09 (likely), alternatively ca. 1925
Dates of Alterations; Removal of wood super-structure ¢a. 1923-1930

Classification: Site
Significance; National, State, and Local as a contributing, although secondary element

Applicable Critena: A
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Intcprity; Location, Sctting, Design (partial), Materials {panial), Workmanship (pariial)
Losscs of or Threats to Integrity: Feeling and Association

Historically the carriage for a 1,954-gallon cylindrical fuel tank, the structure now includes
four concave concrete supports {cribs) for the tank and a perimeter wall rising 32 in above grade at
the highest peint. Construction photographs of ca. 1909 show a wood structure on this site. A 1924
aerial photograph also shows a wood building, presumably a structure sheltering the oil supply for
the light. In 1927, the oil tank is listed on the inventory for the station, without mention of a wood
cover or siruclure. Photographs taken in ca 1930 show no building on the site. Alternative
explanations: 1) the oil storage carriage or cradle is original {ca. 1909) but was earlier covered by a
wood structure for added protection; 2) the concrete carriage replaces and earlier system of oil

storage {using a storage building) and was added at a later period, possibly ca. 1925 or earlier.

Physical evidence, including the presence of steel or iron anchors in the surface of the wall,

favors explanation number 1; 2 1908-09 construction date and later {ca.1925-30) removal of the

wiood shelter.

The present structure is & partial ruin, in that it lacks significant features, especially the metal
oil tank and wood superstructure. However, since this tank was removed sometime after 1934, when
the signal was electrified, the present ruin possesses associative value to the period following the
introduction of an electric lighting apparatus. So integrity of design, materials, and workmanship is
high for the 1940s and 1950s, but lower for the penod prior to 1934 when the struciure was being

used. The structure has high integrity for location and seftting.

Located aboul 15 fl south-southwest of the lighthouse tower base, this modest, reinforced
concrete structure consists of a rectangular walled enclosure, containing four concrete cribs (or
carriages ot caissons), which historically carricd a cylindrical, metal storage tank of a capacity of
1,954 gallons. Used to store fuel oil (kerosene) for the oil-fired lighting apparatus at the top of the
lighthouse tower (and pumped by & hand-pump located on the ground floor of the tower to a second

25_callon reservoir, of “receiving tank” in the tower’s service room}, the storage structure was a
1
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Figure 29. Reinforced-conerete base of former gil-storage tank {Feature 2}, from
east, September, 1999, Photograph: William Chapman.
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Figure 31. Retaining wall, vicinity of reinforced-concrete base of former oil-storage
tank { Feature 2), from seuthenst, September, 1999, Photograph: Williame Chapman.




significant component of the carly station. A second ol storage building was Jocated about 550 fi
northwest of the tower (Feature Number 11), but appears not to have been used only for this

purpose, especially once this more convenient tank was in place.

Measurements for the structure are 7 i 8 inby 17 B 8 in, with the narrower dimensions at the
northeast and southwest sides (the structure is oriented roughly northeast by southwest), pointing to
the south facet ofthe octagonal tower base. The 6-in wide, reinforced concrete walls nse 32 in above
grade on the northeast comner, the high point of the perimeter wall, 10 grade level on the sloping
southwest comer. The northwest corner extends 28 in above grade; the southeast comer also reduces

to nearly grade level. Internal depth is about 35 in to the base of the concrete cnbs.

Each of the four concrete cribs measures 6-in thick, and extends above grade ( the concrete
Noor of the structure) 24 in Placed perpendicutar to the side walls of the structure, the cribs are cach

5 A 2 nlong (or wide); the semicircular “carriage” that held the oil tank is 14 in deep and 42 in wide.

At least twelve rusting anchors are still visible in the surface of the wall. These presumably

held down the wood cover (a gable-roofed, white-painted structure) shown in historic photographs.

A rubble-stone retaining wall lanks the concrete structure on the west and south sides. Rising
about 3 fi above the level of the concrete structure and located about 2 fl away from it, this feature
separated the higher elevation of the water tank (and access path or read to the tank), from the base

of the lighthouse tower.

3) Qctagonal, Reinforced Conerete, Water Storage Tank

Construction datc: 1908

Dates of Alterations: Loss of original roof structere, ca. 1970; new concrete roof, September, 1957
Classification: Structure

Significance: National, State, and Local as a contnibuting siructure

Applicable Crtenia: A and C

Inteprity: Location, Design (partial loss), Setting, Materials (partial loss), Workmanship, Feeling, and
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Association (partial loss)

I.oss of or Threats to Integnty: Minor loss of inteprity of Matenals, Design, and Association due to
the new (1997) concrete roof, the principal structure, however, the property has 2 strong
association with the light station throughout its nearly 100 years of existence and especially
during the significant epochs of its histonc developmental penods

Probably one of the first structures on the site, the water tank is a reinforced concrete
container with an estimated storage capacity of 12,000 gallons  a later U.5. Coast Guard estimate
places the capacity at 8,000). Rising about 10 £ above grade to the top of its cuter walls {and about
i2 It to the peak of its octagonal, concrete roof), the structure 15 located about B0 A south-southwest
of the tower base at an elevation of 105 Al above sea level {about 15 fi higher than the base of the

tower).

A simple, white-painted structure, the water tank sits on a base rising about @ in above grade
and projecting about 14 in from the walls of the tank. Each of the walls is approximately 5 ft 9 in
wide, A 2-t high plinth, projecting about 2 in from the wall surface, is carmied around the structure
on all eight stdes. The tower is capped with a red-painted, octagonal concrete roof. The roof projects

out aver the wall zbout 9 in. The undercroft features a 3 in-wide drip mold, channeled into the soffit,

A metal outflow pipe is located on the lower wall on the southwest side. An inflow pipe is
located on the opposite northeast side. An overflow pipe is located on the upper wall on the south
side. A single access hale is located on the southeast side of the roof, near the outer edge. Pipes and

other debris are spread around the site.

The water tank is accessed via an unpaved drive, leading from the base of the lighthouse

tower.

4) Wood-frame Powerhouse

Construction date: 1934
Dates of Alterations: removal of generators, ca. 1986; removal of metal vents, ca.1936; removal of
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doors and windows, ca. 1990s

Classification: Building

Signilicance: National, State, and Local as a contnbuting structure

Applicable Cntena: A and C

Integrity; Location, Lesign, Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and Association

Loss of or Threats 10 Integrty: Some small loss of Material and Design Integnity due to partial loss
of some features, such as some window sash and doors.

The property has sirong associative value to the 1930s era of the light house stalion, and

despite loss of the generators and other original features still conveys a sense of its historic purpose.

The powerhouse is a rectangular, one-story building located about 12 [t northwest of the
lighthouse tower base. Measuring 14 A 2 in by 18 £t 8 in, it is oriented along a northeast-southwest
axis, with the entrance on the southwest, facing the concrete walkway. The frame and venical board
building sits on a concrete foundation, approximately 20 in above grade on the southwest, descending
to 32 in on the northeast comer and 28 i on the northwest corner, where the slope of the hill falls

off to the nonth.

A concrete ramp extends across the front of the building. This measures 14 & 2 in {the width
of the front of the building) by & & 2 in. The ramp confirms to the contours of the slope, dropping
approximately 1 A on the leR (southwest) and ascending about 3 in on the night (southeast), where
it adjoins the earlier { 1929) sidewalk. A concrete drive straddles the walleway | just to the west of the
powerhouse, allowing access to the water tank and other secondary siructures near the lighthouse
tower. This measures about 8 (L by 4 & (with an additional 2 14 1 for the pre-existing sidewalk) and

crosses the walk at a diagonal about 3 i west of the concrete ramp.

The small building is of frame construction, the frame consisting of true 2 x 4 in members,
with the upright posts (studs) set about 3 fl on center. There is a horizontal member at about three
A above grade; also a 4 x 4 in sill and top plate. The structure is braced in the comers by 2 x 4 in
diagonal members, which imerlock with the supporting studs. The structure is attached by metal boits

to the reinforced concrele Door and foundation,
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Figurc 33. Octagonal, reinforced-concrete water-storage tank (Feature 3), view
from north, September, 1999, Phovwograph: William Chapmag,
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Fipure 34, anl-frnr@ pm-rerl-.muse {Feaiur& 4}, view from wcst, September, 1999,

Photograph: William Chapaman.



Figurc 35. Wood-frame powerhouse (Feature 4), viey
Photograph: William Chapman.
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The exterior of the building 1s clad with 6 in {aclually 5 %2 in) vertical siding. The cladding 15
exposed on the interior. The boards are tongue-and-groove Douglas fir, of the type common in

Hawai'i during this peried.

Exterior details are simple and utilitarianin character. The building is symmetrical, with a wide
entrance door, originally fitted with double doors, and two windows on either stde. The window
openings measure 29 by 44 in, the entrance is 5 fL wide and 6 i 8 in high. Both the window cpenings
and the door are fitted with 5-in wood tnm. The windows have projectling, sloping sills, with aprons.
Qriginally glazed, the double-hung sashes are now empty. Those on the east have been covered with
plywood; the west windows still retain their historic wood screens, although these are in disrepair.

The building has no comer beards or other decorative elements,

The exterior 15 fitted with the remnants of two attached cupboards, mounted on the entrance
(southwest) facade, [lanking the entry door, Originally capped with a sloping wood cover, decorated
with a wood moiding, only one of the covers is still in place. Both cupboards are missing their doors
and one side. They originally held cquipment for the station. Their overall dimensions are about 18

by 40 in. They project 10 in from the exienor wall.

A ventilator hood is located above the entrance door. This feature measures 16 by 24 in and
projects 16 in from the plane of the wall, It appears to be of more recent design and was probably
added some time afler 1960 or even later. The rear of the building also had a vent in the gable end.
Flanking the front door are two small boards placed about eye level and originally used to post

notices.

A 13-in square hole and a 6 %:-in diameter round hole are jocated between the windows on
the west {(northwest) side. There is also an Irregular cut-out on this side, measuring about 8 by 5 in.
These originally provided for metal vents penctrating the wall.

The roof is a simple gable form, mounted on 2 x & in rafters and sheathed with tongue-and-
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groove boards. The rafler tails are cut at an angle and are visible on the longitudinal sides of the

building. The roof is covered with composition roofing {asphall), of relatively recent onigin.

The interior of the building is & single, open space, punctuated by three concrete benches for
the generator equipment. The first of these measures 47 by 33 in, and extends 11 12 in above the
itoor, The second is identical. The third measures 23 by 33 in, with the same height. The generators
to operate the lamp after 1934 were mounted on this spot. They became outmoded inca. 1955 when
commercial power became available, but the equipment remained on the site, used in an emergency

capacity until the 1980s.

The interior also features 2 closet in the northeast corner. Measuring 32 by 32 in and
extending to the plate level, the closet included two shelves, cach 8-in wide, and 2 wood, pigeon-hole
frame. The closet was historically kept locked and has a 24 by 77 in door with 2 window opening.
A 16 by 40 in comer shelf is located in the opposite corner, just to the lefl of the entrance. This 15
Igcated 1 A above the ftoor and was used for storage. A 23 by 36 in desk is located on the east wall,

between the two window openings.

5) Concrete Footing for Flag Pale

Construction date: 19097, possibly ca. 1920 (Prior to 1924)

Dates of Alierations: Removed pnior to 1978

Classification: Site

Significance: National, State, and Local as a contnbuting feature

Applicable Criteria: A

Integrity: Location, Design (partial), Setting, Materials (partial}, Workmanship {partial)

Ioss of or Threats to Integrity: The base or footing is only a portion of the onginal feature and no
longer holds the ftag pole it was designed for. The date of removal is uncertain, although a
photograph of 1978 shows the Nag pole was no longer in place. The base has an association
with all of the periods of significance for the station, although it lacks integrity for all periods
since the flag pole is missing. Photographs of the 1950s are unclear as to whether the flag
pole is in place or not, Ifit had been removed by that date the base alone would have integrity
to this period; if not, the association is only with the post-historic period, or after ca. 1960.
Because of this an assessment of the feature’s Feeling or Assoaiation is difficult. Inits present
form the base or footing is only a partial feature, much like the ocil-storage structure.
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The flag pole footing or base is a circular, concrete structure, 24 in in diameter and nising 5
in above grade. 1t is located about 28 A northwest of the powerhouse, 5 A north of the concrete
sidewalk, and about 50 fl northwest of the tower. The hole for the original wood [lag pole is a 6-in

square of about 1 f in depth.

The flag pole is visible in a photograph taken in 1924 and is cited in a 1927 inventory of the

lighthouse station.

&) Concrete Pier Suppods for Oil-Drum 1cading Dock

Construction Date: ca 19207, possibly earlier

Dates of Alterations: detenoration of wood structure afler ca. 1950 (possibly as late as 1935, when
the facility no longer required fuel for the generators, or even after 1966, when the light was
automated}

Classification: Site

Significance: National, State, and fL.ocal as 2 contributing feature

Applicable Critenia: A

Integrity: Location, Design (partial), Setting, Materials (partial), Workmanship (partial)

Loss of or Threats to Integrity; The struclure is a ruin, once the foundation supperis for a wood
loading dock. The wood elements deteriorated alter ca. 1950, when they appear still to have
been on the site. As piers alone, they may have existed in this state dunng the late historic
period {1950s), suggesting an association (as a ruin} with this peniod. However, the present
resource does not correspond to the feature during other historic periods. So overall, there
is a loss of Feeling and Association with the earlier period of the light station.

Located 210 & west-southwest of the Jighthouse tower, the Joading dock was oniginally a
wood platform, supported by tapered concrete piers. This feature was present on the property from
the 19205 and possibly from an earlier period. The purpose of the structure was to facilitate the ofl-
loading of oil drums (kerosene), gasoline, and other matenals at the station. Tt likely post-dates the
acquisition of a motorized truck at the facility, apparently around 1920 (and probably no earlier then
1918 when trucks first became widely available from the Ford Company). Access to the loading ramp
was via an unpaved road leading from the north of the lighthouse and winding up the hill from the

east edge of the lighthouse tower.
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Figire 36, Stone terraces, walls, compounds (Feature 18), and concrete pier
supports for former oil-drum loading ramp (Feature 6}, from lighthouse tower. The
concrele footing (Feature §) for the flag pole is Tocated adjacent 1o the walkway at
the right. ¥View looking west/norihwest, September, 1999, Thotagraph: William

Chapman,
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igure 37. Concrete pier supporis for former oil-drum loading ramp (Feature 6),
from northeast, Septeinber, 199%. Photograph: William Chapman.



A plan of ¢ca. 1950 indicates a broad “I"-shaped structure, with the stem pointing to the
southeast. This plan and the present conliguration of the piers and other remaining elements suggest

that the ramp was inclined on the south side, and that the ramp led 10 a wooed platform on the north.

Presently the site of the loading ramp consists of 13 regularly spaced, tapered piers, two
square picrs of lower elevation at the south end, and a narrow concrete slab lying along the south end

of the grouping, probably the base for the wood ramp.

Each of the piers measures about 30-in square at the base and (apers 1o a 12-in square top.
Each is emabedded in the ground to a different degree, so some expose as little as 8 in of matenal
above grade, others as much as 2 it {changing the lower dimension in each case}. Nine of the piers
form a neat, square pattern; four others streich out in a regular line toward the northwest. These
appear to have been rearranged from their original locations. {Four other piers are located about 30
yards from the principal access road; they have no overall pattern and may have becn moved from this

site at a later peried.)

A 6-f long, 10-in wide “L” shaped slab runs across the “1op™ (south) of the group of piers.
This appears to have anchored the wood ramp and served as a sill. In addition, two square piers,
rising only 8 in above grade, and 14-in square, lie between the tapered piers and the concrete sill. This

comain iron anchors, placed in the middle of their top surfaces.

Overall dimensions of the grouping are about 24 by 12 ft. The group of nine tapered piers
creates a square of 12 by 10 ft.

There is considerable wood and metal debns scattered throughout and at the periphery of the

site.

7Y Stone Principal Keeper’s Residence

Constroction date; 1909
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Dates of Alterations: additions to rear and/or completion of residence, 19137; further additions 10
rear; 1927; further alterations and additions to rear and intenor changes, kitchen area and
bathroom, ca. 1950s and possibly later; roofing, ca 1970s

Classification: Building

Significance: National, State, and Local as a contributing feature

Applicable Critena: A and C

Integrity; Location, Design, Setting, Materials (minor changes only), Workmanship, Feeling, and

Association

Loss of or Threats to [ntegrity: None existing; gradual further Josses through continued neglect ikely

This building is associated with all the significant periods in the Moloka'i Light Station’s
history. Tt possesses integrity to the period after 1927, when a substantial addition was made to the

rear of the structure, It remained essentially unchanged through the late historic peniod (ca. 1950-56).

Located at the northern end of the keepers’ compound, about SO0 ft west of the lightheuse
tower, the principal Keeper's Quarters is a relatively high-style Craltsman cottage built as part of the
original residential complex for the station. The other two residences, for the First and Second
Keepers, were simple, rectangular wood cottages, of a more utilitarian design. Although one later
record gives a date of 1913 for the principai Keeper’s residence, all other evidence seems 1o suggest
that the building was completed during the first phase of construction at the Meloka'i Light Station.
It is possible that some changes were made to the cottage in 1913, when other money was expended
at the station; also the rear wood section of the building was added in 1927, according to an inventory

completed that year.

The building is surprisingly intact overall Nearly all historic features remain in place, and there
have been few modifications even to the building’s interor. The roof has been recovercd in more
recent times, and is now covered with composition {asphalt) roofing shingles, replacing the original
roof, which appears to have been asbestos shingles, colored a light gray. There have also been some
modifications to plumbing fixtures and kitchen appliances over the years, although even now these

preserve an associalion with the late historic pericd of the station (ca. 1950-36}.

“L” -shaped in plan, the residence consists of a rectangular, masonry-walied main body, with
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Figure 38. View of Keeper's compound {Features 7, 8, %, 12, L3, I5}, view luoking
westinorthwest, September, 1999, Phatograph: William Chapmun,
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Figure 39, Stone, Principal Keeper's Residence (Feature 73, from wes
1999, Photograph: William Chapman.
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Figure 4. Stone, Principal Keeper’s Residence (Feature 7}, from east/nor
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a recessed porch, on the west, and a smaller, wood-frame ell across the rear of the building, on the
east. Overall dimensions for the hipped soof, one-story house are 30 il by 30 A for the stone section
and 20 &t 5 in by 22 i for the wood-frame ell. A small shed addition, measuring about 8 by 3 1,

projects from the southeast corner of the ell.

The building sits on sloping ground, rising to the rear (east). The floor level is about 3 f

above grade on the west, reducing to grade level on the east end.

The exterior stone walls are unusual for a building built for utilitanan purposes and reveal 3
surprisingly strong design sensibility. Based on prototypes publicized during the period afier 1903,
when the Crafisman style first became popular, the house has many of the qualities of this popular
American building style. These include the basically informal plan and open arrangement of rooms,
the asymmetrical arrangement of the exterior elevations, and the emphasis on natural materials for

construction.

The Keeper’s residence is built of local basaltic stone gathered on the site for the exterior
walls. While interior parlitions are wood, the 18-in thick exterior stone walls are load-bearing These
are slightly baitered at the base, giving them a thicker appearance than actual. The walls are laid up

in a rubble pattem, set in relatively white mortar.

One pariicularly unusval feature is the existence of three semi-circular crawlspace vents
located on the east, north, and south sides. Those on the sides of the building, the south and norh,
are 16 in high and 36 in wide. That on the west, or front elevation, is 38 in wide and 17 in high. The
vents recall the Richardsonian architectural style of the previous decade. Almost cyclopean in
character, the arches have rough-cut stone voussoirs forming the arch. The vent on the west also has

a massive stone sill at the ground level.

The stonc construction also features prominently in the buttressed staircase at the west end,

leading to the recessed eniry porch, Comprised of two steps on either side, measuring 25 and 40
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above grade, respectively, the buttresses are of rubble construction and are capped with massive stone
slabs, each measuring about 33 by 18 in, The buttresses flank a concrete staircase, comprised of five
steps, each with 12 in treads and 6 in risers. A concrete slab, measuring about 4 by 10 £, is at the

base.

The porch is defined by rubble-stone balusters, continucus with the exterior walls below.
These rise 32 in above the level of the porch floor. The entry to the porch 1s 72 in wide,
approximately the width of the concrete siairs below. The baluster is capped with a concrete rail,
which in turn is fitted with a wood sill {eriginally installed to hold the screening, which is no longer
in place). The stone baluster extends along 1he west end of the south wall a distance of 10 2 in,
creating an opening 8 Al 8 in wide by about 68 in high. The opening on the west, at the entry way, is

14 it wide and also 68 in high, above the balusters, and 8 R 4 in high at the entrance.

The building also features a rubble-stone post on the southwest comer, measuring about 18
in square and extending 68 in above the level of the rubble-stone baluster. A white-painted concrete
lintel spans the west entrance and the south opening, This measures over 15 R long on the west ang
10 i on the south; it is approximately 1 fi high. The edges of the porch, including the walls, lintel,

and corner post, are fitted with 2 x 4 in nailing strips, once holding screening,

The entry porch floor is concrete and measures 14 by 8 0l 8 in area. The interior walls are
rubble storne, matching the exterior. A single entry door is located in the middle of the rear porch wall.
The opening measures 39 by 90 in and is fitted with a 35 by 84 in wood, three-panel door, the top
panel of which is glazed. A concrete lintel, measuring 48 by 6 in spans the head of the entry door. The
ceiling is beaded matchboard, with ! % in wide strips. A later (ca.1960) light fixture is placed in the

middle of the ceiling, presumably a replacement of an carlier fixture.
Seven widow openings pierce the main body of the building; three on the north, two on the

south, and one on the west, to the lefl of the entry poerch. The openings of six of the windows

measure 42 by 73 in; the wood window sash and frames measure 36 by 68 in. One window, at the
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center of the north wall, is smaller and measures 32 by 54 in. This window lights 1he bathroom
located in the center of the nomh side of the house. All of the windows are fitted with double-hung
wood sash, with a 4-over—4 glazing pattern. Concrete sills, measuring 42 by 4 in, projecting 2 in from
the plane of the wall and recessed 11 in into the opening, are located at the base of six of the

openings. The smaller opening on the north wall has a similar sill, 34 in wide.

The rear wood ell is of combined frame and single-wall construction. Added in 1927, with
possible further modifications in later years, the ell is made up of 7-in wide verucal, tongue-and-
groove boards with a v-groove pattern. A horizontal gin, comprised of two parallel boards, each
approximately 2 in wide, spans two sides of the eil; a single girt, placed at the level of the lower girl
of the sides, spans the rear. A projecting water table, with dop mold, is placed at the base of the wood

walls. The girts are placed 62 in above the level of the water table

The ell is fitted with paired windows on the north and south. These measure 65 in wide by 66
in high. The wood surrounds or tim beards project only slightly, about 3 in, and are 2 in wide. The
windows are double-hung wood sash, with a 4-over-4 glazing pattern as on the main body of the
building. A smaller, single window is located on the north wall, at the east corner. This measures 34

by 36 in on the exierior (including the irim) and 28 by 40 in on the interior. Access 1o the ell is via

a recessed entry at the southeast comer.

The ell is supported by a reinforced concrete foundation wall, approximately 6-in thick and
between 10 and 4 in high. A vent is located on the south wall beneath the paired window. Measuring
about 15 by 8 in, the vent reveals a crawlspace of 1 R in elevation for the ell. The main body of the

building is elevated about 2 {l above grade.

The roof form is hipped for the main body of the building, with a cross-gable covering the rear
ell. The rear of ell roof is also broken into two sections, ¢reating a slightly different elevation on the
south side from the north, where the eave is continuous with the north wall. The small shed addition,

constructed of plywood, 15 also located at this end; this is either a modification of an earlier
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attachment or an addition made sometime aller ca. 1950, It encloses a sink and utility area.

The roofing material is modern, composition {asphait) roofing. Eatlier records and
photographs suggest that the building was eriginally covered with light-colored asbestos shingles,
since removed. The roof covering was replaced again in 2000 by a woed roof, substituting for the

asphait roof installed in the 1970s.

The 2 x 4-in rafler ends (tails) of the roof are exposed foilowing the standard for Craflsman-
style architecture. The ell features end boards on the gable ends and knee brackets supporting the
gabje on the southeast side. Ventis are located between some of the raflers, these measure 14 by 3 in

and are screened, Otherwise the exterior 15 unembellished.

Pipes and vent stacks are visibie on the rear {(1he cast end). Another vent stack pierces the roof
on the north side of the main body of the building, Flectrical service is supplied on the south side, the

box attached to the rear ell to the ngh of the paired window.

The intenior consists of seven rooms: a living area (possibly once used for dinimg as well); two
bedrooms in the main body of the building, flanking a central bath, a large kitchen; a third bedroom
on the north side of the eil; and a pantry. There are also service areas and closets at the rear, not

included tn the room count,

Interior surfaces are mostly plaster over wood lathe and also plaster applied too the interior
stone walls. Wood trim consists of 5-in wide, plain surrounds and 8-in high base boards. There s also
apicture rail, located about 10 in from the ceiling in all the front roems. Doors are horizontal paneied.

Light fixtures are refatively modern, appeaning 10 date from the 1960s or 1970s.

The rear ell features tongue-and-groove, vertical board walls. The ceilings are beaded matchboard,

similar 10 that used on the porch ceiling. The floors throughout are Douglas fir, about 4-in wide.
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Some of the surfaces in the service area are covered with vinyl. The wood loors are painted. The rear

service wing also has a concrete floor in some sections.

Historically {from around the 1930s through the 19505) the house was embellished with

foundation plants and shrubs, none of which are now in place.

A rubble masonry retaining wall is Jocated at the rear of the house, about 20 | from the rear

wing. About 5 ¥4 Al high, this wall marks the transition to 2 higher grade at the rear of the property.

A modemn, metal clothesline is Iocated south of the building.

) First Assistant Keeper's Restdence, later Kegper's Besidence

Construction date: 1950

Drates of Alterations: Unknown, pessibly 1960s, 19705
Classification: Building

Significance: National, State, and L.ocal as a contributing feature

Applicable Cntena; A and C
Integrity: Location, Design, Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Fecling, and Association, to the

19505 penod
Loss of or Threats to Integrity: Neglect and poor maintenance

This simple, modern butlding was built in 1950 to replace an earlier, wood-frame residence
built in 1909, Of strikingly contrasting design to the older elements on the site, the new residence
represented a move toward modernization of the facility during the 1950s. It became outmoded after
the light was automated in 1966. It has been used by the National Park Service and the U.S. Coast
Guard for temporary housing since 1966, It maintains integrity of design to the 1950 period and has

expericnced few changes or modifications.

The First Assistant Keeper’s Residence is a one-story, concrete-block, flat-roofed building
located in the near middle of the historic kespers’ compound, Measuring about 30 by 46 i overall,

the house sits on slightly sloping land, which rises toward the rear of the building. Extremely

167



Figure 41, First Assistant Keeper's Residence, later Keeper's Residence (Feature ¥),
view from northwest, September, 1999, Photograph: William Chapman.



Figure 42. First Assistant Keeper's Residence, later Keeper's Residence {Feature 8},
view from northeast, Septenber, 1999, Photograph: William Chapman.




Figure 43. First Assistant Keeper's Residenee, later Keeper’s Residence {Featurc 8),
view from sowth, September., 1999, Photegraph: William Chapmzan.






utilitarian in style, the walls consist of white-painied, and unembellished cencrete blocks sitting on
a poured concrete foundation. The roof, which is constructed with wood raflers, is cantilevered about
3 1t from the surface of the wall. The eaves are boxed, with a fascia of about 6 in in width running
around the building on all sides. The ends of the 2 x 6-in rallers are visible in the soffits. The edges
of the roof have 3-in metal {lashing; the roof covering is rolled roofing {asphalt)}, colored a bnght

while.

The building is ircegular in plan, with a rear pantry and work area appended to the east facade
at the south end matched by a2 recessed porch on the southeast side. The site slopes toward the east,
crealing a slight change in elevation from the front (west} to the rear (east) of the building. Resting
on a slightly projecting concrete plinth, the floor level changes from 29 in above grade on the west
to 10 in on the east along the north side; on the south the change of grade is from 9 to 7 in, running
west to east. The plinth, which visually serves as a water table, 1s beveled on the top and projects 2

14 in from the face of the house on all four sides.

The principal entrance to the house is on the west side, at the edge of the main block of the
building; the recessed sun porch and living area is 10 the south and is set back from the plane of the
building by five R just to the south {right) ofthe entrance. The entry areas compnsed of an enclosed,
weatherboard-sheathed porch approached via a simple, two-step concrete staircase with concrete
buttresses. The stairs preject from the building about 3 ft and extend about 2 ft above grade. The

width of the concrete steps and buttresses overall 1s 10 ft @ in; the steps are 3 it wide.

The entry porch itselfis of frame construction. Measuring 5 fl by 10 | 2 in, the entry encloses
a concrete pad, leading to a second cniry door. The recessed and enclosed porch is lit by two fixed
pane windows flanking the entry door and a third light in the top panel of the entry door. These
measure 24 by 42 in. The porch door has three panels beneath the larger glazed section and measures
42 by 82 in. Tt is enframed by simple, 3-in wide plain trim. Matching comer boards mark the comers
of the entry porch and also surround the windows. A single, modern light fixture is placed over the

cnirance,
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The interior door, set in 2 concrete block wall, is flush pancled, measunng 35 by 84 in. A
diamond-shaped window, typical if 1950s design, is placed in the middle of the door, at about eye
level. The opening itself is 40 by 87 in and is unembellished other than the jambs and lintel (header),

set back from the suriace of the wall.

The remainder of the building is strikingly stark and simple. The only break in the concrete
block walls are irregutarly placed window openings. These include paired windows, grouped
windows, and some single windows. The majority are wood, double-hung sash windows, with a 1-
over-1 glazing pattern. The openings also arc fitted with wood screens set into the window

enframement.

The windows are arranged with two, paired windows on the north side; a combination of &
paired window and two single windows on the east (rear), and a single window and paired window
on the principal elevation (the west), to the lefi {north) of the entrance. The south side of the building

is fitted with sliding windows, grouped on the south and west.

Measurements for the windows are fairly uniform. The double (paired) windows are 42 by
73 in overall; the rear single window openings measure 38 by 43, with the sash at 32 by 36 in. The
front single window has the same dimensions. The sliding window sash measure 34 by 39 in on the

west and 34 by 49 in on the south. There are four leaves on each facade.

The rear of the building features a service area measuring 4 by 16 ft 4 in. Accessible through
twa doors, one on the east and a second on the south, this area, which is integral to the main building,
is fitted with screened windows along the east side. Both doors are flush paneled, that on the east
fitted with a small rectangular window at eye level, The door on the south accesses a separate service

close; the east door provides access to the kitchen area, laundry, and pantry.

A small radio room is attached to the middle of the south elevation. Probably added at a later

date, possibly in the 1960s or 1970s, this room includes a solar panel and antenna on its simple shed
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roof, Measuring 4 by 4 i, the closet-like room is constructed of plywood and is fitted with two-panel
woad door. The electrical service box for the dwelling is located just to the right of the radio closet,

a second, taller amenna also rises at this point, reaching about 30 0l sbove prade.

Pipes and conduits are placed on the rear of the building. Electrical conduits foliow the ledge

of the ptinth. Two vent stacks break the surface of the roof.

The interior of the building consists of a single, large and open living and dining area,
encompassing the sun porch on the south; a kitchen and service area in the southeast corner; two
bedrooms on the north side and a single bathroom. The fioors are vinyl over concrete; the walls and
ceilings are “celatex.” wood or cane-fiber wall board, with 3/4 in wood moldings. The hight fixtures
and appliances are telatively modem, possibly dating to the construction period, but also possibly

replacements of the 1960s or 1970s.

The exterior of the building includes concrete pads or landings on the east, near the entry, at
the south cutside the service door, and along the rear. That on the front measures about 10 by I &,
that on the south 4 by 4 Ni; that on the rear, outside the rear door, also 4 by 4 f. The rear of the
building also includes & larger concrete pad, measuring about 16 by 8 f and incorporating the older
landing outside the rear service area. A few foundation plants still remain on the west side of the

building, to the lefl of ihe entrance,

This arca, which appears to have been added at a tater date, possibly the 1960s, served as a
patio and included a barbeque pit carved out of the rubble masonry wall marking the east edge of the
patio area. Four steps, measuring 49 by 69 in overall, are located at the east side, providing access
to the shed and workshop behind the building. A roughly former rubble retaining wall spills along the

earthen embankment immediately behind the house and at the edpe of the patio.

%) Wash House/Storage Shed

Construction date: 1909
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Dates of Alterations: Addition, 1935

Classification: Building

Significance: National, State, and Local as a contributing feature

Applicable Critena: A and C

integrity: Location, Design (partial loss), Setling, Materials (partial loss)

Loss of or Threats to Integrity: Woskmanship {loss of some details and character), Feeling (some loss
of a sense of historic character), Association (association with post-1955 period only)

The wash house/storage shed has had numerous alterations since its construction in 1909 as
a Taundry building and possible shower facility, The most significant of these i3 an addition to the
south end of the building in 1955, which added about fifly percemt more floor area to the structure.
The roof and siding have aisa had numerous alterations over the years. Overall, the building has little
integrity to any period prior to 1950, and only minimal integrity to the period afler 1953 due to
apparent small changes made to the building in the 1960s, 1970s, and possibly 1980s and 1990s. Still,
it is considered a contributing building io the site, and has the strongest associative value with the late

historic period, ca. 1930-18356.

This simple, wood-frame structure is one of the last remaining smaller ancillary building on
the site of the Moloka'i Light Station. Built in 1909, it was one of three smaller sheds on the site; the
other two included a workshop located just outside the keepers” compound to the north of the
concrete walkway leading to the lighthouse, and a second wash house, located to the south of this
structure, behind what was once the Second Assistant Keeper's quarters (demolished in 1953). Only
the present wash house, originally Jocated behind the First Assistant Keeper's residence, stil] exists.
The second wash house, shown in early photographs, was demolished prior to 1927, The tool shed

outside the compound walls was taken down sometime in the 1950s.

The present building is a one-story frame structure, measuring 20 by 9 %2 ft. Constructed of
5_in wide tongue-and-groove verlical boards, with some interior framing members, on the norih and
of a mixture of 7-in wide vertical and 6-in wide horizontal siding on the later south addition, the
structure sits on a poured, reinforced concrete siab, which projects about 2 in from the face of the

building. Built on a slight slope, the concrete base exiends about 12 in above grade on the west side,
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Figure 45, Wash house/Storage shed (Feature 9), view {rom aorthwest, September,
1999, Photograph: William Chapman.



and 6 in above grade on the east.

The roof is a simple gable form, built with 2 x 4 in raflers and sheathed in corrugated
cementious material on the north and corrugated sheet metal on the south addition. Completed with
a fascia and end boards, the roof has exposed rafier ends, which project 22 in from the face of the

building.

Two door openings and four windows pierce the outer walls. The historic entrance is on the
west side and consists of a 30 by 78-in opening fitted with a five panel door. The newer scction has
a plywood door. A single concrete step, measuring 34 by 20 in and extending € in above grade, leads
to the principal entrance. A concrete ramp, measuring 41 by 43 in provides access to the addition.
A plywood sheet is attached to the left of the principal entrance; a sign identifying the buildmng as a

paint shed is located just to the right of the same door at eye level.

Three of the original windows are on the rear (east) side of the building; the founh historic
window is located on the north gable-end. The window openings measure 33 by 35 inand have 3 %-
in surrounds o trim. None are presently glazed, but appear once to have been fitted with double-hung

wood sash windows.

The interior of the building is obscured by more recent shelving and a vanety of stored paint

cans and oither matenals.

The extenor is surrounded by wood and metal debns. The building backs up to the rubble-

masonry wall surrounding the keepers’ compound.

103 Wood-frame Garape

Construction date: ca.|9207
Dates of Alterations: Windows blocked up, building re-roofed, 1970s and 1980s7
Classification: Building
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Figure 46, Wood-Trame garage (Feature 18, from north
Photograph: William Chapman.
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Significance: National, State, and Local as a contrtbuting building

Applicable Critena. A and C

Integrity; Location, Design, Setting, Materials {minor loss), Workmanship, Feeling, Association
Loss of or Threats to Integrity: Some loss due to enclosure of windows

The wood-frame garage is a historic and contributing feature of the Moloka'i Light Station,
added around 1920 to house the station’s half-ton Ford truck. No specific records of the constnaction
of the building have been found, although it was clearly on the site as of 1927 when a detailed
inventory of the station was completed. Similarly, no record could be found of when the first
motorized vehicle was brought to the station. While the first motonized trucks came into being in
1896, Ford’s popular model became available only afler World War 1. 1t is likely that the station

acquired a truck around this time, after 1918,

The simple, rectangular structure measures 17 L 3 inby 25 A 2in. [t is oriented roughly north
and south, following the longitudinal ridge of the gabled-roof. Placed on a concrete foundation and
slab, which extends 14 in above grade on the west and 6 in above grade on the east, the building has

a simple 2 x 4-in frame canstruction and is sheathed in 5-in wide tongue-and-groove vertical boards.

A concrete slab or step, sel at grade level, spans the front of the building, This measures 15
in by about 24 fl and rises only 1 in above grade and 5 in below the line of the siding on the west side
of the building, A small concrete “drum” or bollard is located at the edge of the entrance, just at the

middle of the step. Half-circular in plan, this feature extends 6 i above the level of the step.

Access to the building is through a double door on the west, toward the nonh end. This
opening measures 9 A 8 in wide and is fitted with single-pancled doors, each 4 fi 10 in in width and

8 A high. The garage doors are Nlanked by two decorative wood panels, framed in 1 by 2 in boards.
The building has three windows, one on the north gable-end, and two on the rear or east side.

Measuring 27 by 45 in on the interior and surrounded with 4-in plain wood trim and a projecting siil,

the windows are now closed with plywood panels. Originally they appear to have been double-hung
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wood sash.

A single vent is placed above 1he window opening on the north side. Measuring 24 by 18 in,

the louvered vent is not matched on the south side, suggesting a possible later change at this end.

The roof is supporied by 2 by 4-in wood rafters, which project about 14 in from the wall

surface. The roof is sheathed in composition {asphalt) roofing material, of relatively recent ongin.

The interior of the structure 15 simple with exposed plank walis and a bare concrete lloer. The

garage is presently used to house the historic Fresnel lens removed from the lighthouse in 1986,
The siteis relatively free of overgrowth or debris. A small rubble retaiming wall is visible along
the rear of the building, about 4 i from the foundation. This holds back the hill rising to the rear and

was probably added at the time of the building’s construction.

11) Qil Storage Building

Construction date: 1909

Dates of Alterations: Gradual detenoration, no specific daie

Classificatior: Building

Sigmificance: National, State, and Local as a contributing building

Applicable Cnitena: A and C

Integrity: Location, Design (some loss), Setting, Matenials (some loss), Workmanship, Feeling, and
Association

Losses of or Threats ta Integrity: The building is abandoned and un-used. Some elements are missing,
including the entrance door. There is some deterioration of materials, due to water
penetration and rusting of metal elements. The building, however, still preserves a strong
sense of historical association with all of the historic periods of the Moloka'i Light Station,
despite some minor losses of design and materal integrty

The oil storage building was constructed as part of the original lighthouse station as a place
1o store the oil (kerosene) used to fuel the lamp of the light signal. Because the material was

combustible, the decision was made to store the oil away from the keepers’ quariers and the light
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Fizure 47, Oil-storage building (Feature 11), view {rom tower looking north,
Seplember, 1999, Photograph: William Chapman.
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Figure 48. Oil-storage building (Feature 11), view {rom south, September, F999.
FPhatograph: Williim Chapman,
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itself, 1 lowever, almost as soon as the light was completed, or even before it was completed, & second
oil storage facility was constructed next 10 the light house, where 1t could be pumped directly to the
lamp by the keepers. Historical records supgest this ail house became a secondary storage building

and at a later date became a storage building [or other hazardous materials as well.

Located 550 A nonhwest of the lighthouse tower and 350 ft nontheast of the keepers’
compound, this simple, block-like building is sited in an open area well away from the ather structures
and buildings associated with the Moloka'i Light Station. Measuring about 12 fi 5 in square and 8
fl & in high, the oil storage building is capped by a pyramidal, concrete roof, with a circular metal vent

placed at its peak,

Built of reinforced concrete, laid up in distinguishable courses, the structure has a single wall
opening — the door on the east side. This measures 38 by 81 in and is surmounted by a36 by 11 in
open transom. The jambs of the door are square and reveal a wall thickness of about 1 i. The
concrete opening is fitted with 2 x 4-in wood jambs and a wood header, all of which are bolted to the

wall. The transom also has remaining wood elements.

The perimeter of the building features a projecting footing. This extends about 4 in above
grade and projects 6 in on all sides. A 24 by 48 in concrete pad marks the entrance. A metal
benchmark, mounted on a concrete knob, is located just 6 in from the southeast corner of the

bullding. Other concrete debris is scattered near the storage structure.

The roof of the building is about 6 in thick and made up of red-painted, reinforced concrete.
The outer edge of the roof projects about 8 in from the wall and includes a decorative, square

molding and drip mold. The roof has several cracks, showing evidence of rusted reinforcing bars.
The intedor ofthe building is stark and empty. The oor is concrete, now covered with debris,

including spalled concrete from the interior walls and roof. The walls are fitted with a pattern of 2 x

3 in wood blocks set in the wall surface in a grid pattern, pine per side. These appear to be nailing
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blocks, possibly intended ta aid in the instailation of shelving or an interior wall of some kind. The
walls and ceiling show much evidence of cracking, due largely to the rusting of iron reinforcing bars.
A noticeable horizontal crack cuts across both the interior and exterior about | ft below the level of

the wall plate.

12} Concrete Sidewalk

Construction date: 1929

Dates of Alterations: Possible repairs, 1930s through 1970s

Classification: Structure

Significance: National, State, and Local as a contnibuling structure

Apphicable Critena: A

Integrity; Location, Design Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, Association
Loss of or Threats to Integrity: None, some smali amount of erosion

The sidewalk was not listed in the 1927 inventory of the property. It is evident 1n ca, 1930
photographs. A name and date inscribed on the walkway is WM KLEE 1929. This is written on the
surface in the seventh section of the walk, counting from the keepers’ compound. Other dates of

6/1/29 and 6/3/29 are scratched on the walk near the 1934 powerhouse,

The concrete walkway served as a means of communication between the keepers’ compound
and the lighthouse tower. Before its construction keepers relied on unpaved pathis to carry our their
duties. The walk is 450 A long, beginning at the edge of the keepers’ compound and ending at the
steps to the lighthouse tower. It travels in a east-southeasterly direction for a distance of 250 {1, then
turns eastward for 150 fi, then southeastward for the remaining 50 1. Divided into 10 Al sections and
32 in wide, the walk is broken by six sets of steps. The first of these is a single step, the next 2 steps,
the next 5 steps, the next 4 steps, the next 2 steps, and the last, near the top, 1 step again. Each of

the steps is about 6-7 in high and 1 A deep.

A concrete drive crosses the walkway just before {(west o) the powerhouse. Providing for a

historic road or pathway, the concrete “pad” crossing on the diagonal, preserving the original
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Photograph: William Chapman.



concrete walkway in its middle. Tota! ditnensions are about § by 4 {i, not including the 32-in wide

walkway,

The concrete has a 3-in smooth edge on four sides of cach section. Overall the walkoway is

in good condition, with some minor settlement and tilling along its course.

{3} Principal Access Road

Construction date: 1908

Dates of Alterations: Unknown

Classification: Structlure

Significance; National, Stale, and Local as a contributing feature

Applicable Cntena: A

Integrity; Location, Design, Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and Association
Loss of or Threals Lo Integrity: None known

The read from Kalaupapa to the site of the station may well predate the construction of the
station. However, il is cerlain that the road was improved during the construction period and that the
turn toward what was to become the station was first introduced at this time. Until 1936, a greater
portion of the road fell within the boundaries of the station propeny. However, a re-survey of that
year, placed the road and airstrip outside the boundaries {actually forming the west edge of the

slation property).

The road as nominated to the National Register extends from the northwest edge of the plot
in a southeasterly direction, then curves toward the south in a wide arc ending at a pomt in front of
and parallel to the west wall of the keepers’ compound for a distance of about 700 R. Just to the
north and west of the keepers’ compound the road splits, with ong branch going eastward toward the

lighthouse tower, then southward to the rear of the keepers’ compound.

The road is gravel surfaced and graded. 1t appears to follow its histonc route.
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Figure 51. Principsl access road and lronwood frees {Features 13 and 199, view

looking west/northwest, September, 1999, Photograph: William Chapman.
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gure 52, Historic pathway/road, extending from north side of site (Feature 143,
from west/southwest, September, 1999, Photograph: William Chapman.




14) Historic Pathway/Road from North

Construction date: 1908 or earher

Dates of Alterations: Unknown

Classification: Structure

Significance; National, State, and Local as a contributing feature

Applicable Critena: A

Integrity; Location, Design, Sectting Materials, Workmanship, Fecling, and Association
Loss of or Threats to Integrity: None known, gradual crosion of feature

This historic road or pathway extends around the north edge of the point, leading toward
Kalawao, then branches southward toward the light station, almost due north of the tower at a
distance of 900 A, It enters the actual boundaries of the light station at a point just east of the tower,
turning abruptly westward 50 fl northeast of the tower base, where 1t transects the light station’s
eastern boundary hne. The road then proceeds west 100 ft, then turns southwest as H crosses the
concrete walkway just to the west of the powerhousc building, It then extends to the site of the oil

drum ramp, 200 fi to the southwest.

The historic pathway/road is barely discernible in places and consists of a hard-packed gravel
surface. The point of intersection with the concrete walkway is marked by concrete “pads™ which
cross the walkway on the diagonal. This diagonal crossing measures aboul 8 by 4 fl, plus the width
of the walkway {2 2 ).

This road appears to have played a significant role in the constructian of the light station,

particularly the tower. It was later used to provide access to the light tower section of the facility.

15) Stone Perimeter Wall for Keepers' Compound

Canstruction date: 1909

Dates of Alterations: None known

Classification: Struciurc

Sigmificance; Nationa!, State, and Local as a contributing structure
Apphicabie Criteria: A
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Figure 53. S1one perimeter wall for Keeper's Compound {Feature 15}, Irom
northwest, September, 1999, Photegraph: William Chapman.




zure 54, Portion of sinng perimeter wall, Keeper's Compound {(Feature 15), a2l
rear of compound, view from east, September, 1999, Photngraph: William
Chapmait.



Integrity; Location, Design, Selting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and Association
Loss of or Threats to Integnty: Mone apparent

The stone perimeter wall has assaciative value to each of the historic periods of the light
station’s past. Built in 1909 to provide for a boundary for the keepers quarters, the perimeter wall

also was the result of clearing the space of loose stones as the first phase of the construction project.

The perimeter wall is a near rectangle, measuring about 300 ft onits east and west sides and
160 fl on the north and south. Built along sloping Tand, the elevation rising to the east, or rear, of the
compound, the wall is comprised of Tubble masonry, basaltic (volcanic) stone found on the site. The
stones vary in diameter from 2 0l to 6 in, and include some larger boulders as well. The height and
thickness of the wall varies, although it tends to be larger on its upper side. Along the east it rises
about 5 ¥4 &t above prade and is from 8 to 10 i thick. On the west, the wall is slightly [ower, about

3 ¥ to 4 A above grade and 6 fi thick. The north and south walls are of about the same proportions.

The wall is broken at the north end of the west side and norih end of the east side to provide
access to the compound. The fower {west} opening is about 20 I wide and allows for automobile
access. The upper break, which is about 5 A wide and was historically marked by a wood gate (the
posts of which still remain}, opens to the historic concrete walkway and also provided access to the

other service arcas, as well as the keepers’ garden areas historically.

16} Stone Wall on North and East Sides of Site

Construction date: Unknown
Dates of Alterations: None knowil

Classification: Structure
Significance: Historically present on site. National, State, and Local as a contributing element

Appheable Criteria; A
Integrity: Location, Design, Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and Association
Loss of or Threats to Integnty: None known

The wall appears to predate the light station and relate to earlier ficld divisions on the point.
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Figure 55. Stonc wall on aorth and east sides of site {Feature 16), view from noril,
September, 1999, Photograph: William Chapman.




1 relates 1o the site only in that it was present during all the significant periods in the station’s history.
The rubble masonry wall runs from the northwest pant of the property southeast toward the
lower slope of the lighthouse tower, for a distance of about 900 . It then follows the rear ridge of

the knoll, ascending to the east of the tower.

The wall is comprised of basaltic rubble stanes, laid up in a random pattern. It is broken m

several arcas. No more than 4 Al thick, it rises to about 2 to 3 A above grade..

17) Wire Penmeter Fence

Construction date: ca. 19107

Dates of Alterations; Qutmoded after 1936 when the size of the light station plot was altered

Classification: Structure

Significance: Naticnal, State, and Local as a contnbuting element

Applicable Cntena: A

Integrity: Location, Design (pariially lost through missing elements and detcrioration), Setting,
Materials (with significant loss), Workmanship (for remaining posts), Association in its
present condition with the last period of historic significance for the site only (after ca. 1950).
1.0ss of materials and design due to deterioration. Feeling only applies to the later period as
well.

Described in the 1927 inventory as a 5-wire metal fence mounted on redwood posts, this
feature historically delineated the outer boundaries of Moloka'i Light Station, an area estimated
(incorrectly) as about 22 acres. In 1936, the boundaries of the plot were changed, and the original

fence became irrelevant. It was allowed to stay in place and much ol'it has since deteriorated.
The remaining posts are in poor condition, and in many sections are no longer distinguishable.

The original posts were square-cut redwood, mounted with five strands of wire. They were set

approximately ! ft into the ground and extended about 4 fl above grade.
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September, 19949, Photograph: William Chapman.




18) Stone Terraces, Walls, and Compounds

Construction date; Unknown, most buit prior to light station

Dates of Alterations: Yarious, some compounds re-utilized by lighthouse keepers after 1909
Classilication: Sile

Significance: Historically present on site; re-utilized during mstoric period

Applicable Cniteria: A, D

Integrity: Location, Design, Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and Association

Laoss of or Threats to Integrity: Deterioration of walls, leading to loss of Design and Matenal
integrity; and also integnity of Workmanship, Feeling, and Association over time

The majority of these features appear to be agricultura terraces and compounds used during
the period prior 10 the development of the light station. Some were used again to house animals and
serve as protective barriers for various vegetable and root crops, especially sweet potatoes (which
were grown earlicr as well). The walls are still visible and intact, althoughthey no longer perform the
same function. The site is overgrown and some wails have deteriorated. So losses of integnty to the
“active” period of use has been lost to some degree. However, since most of the features were no
longer in use after the light station was established, the feature still possesses integrity to the more

recent historic period, as scattered walls, terraces, and compounds.

Difficult to map or number, due to their indefinite character, the walls, terraces, and
compounds of the site are found disteibuted primarily along the west slope of the hllside, below
(west) of the lighthouse tower. The majority of the terraces and walls were construcled to provide
for planting areas and for protection against harsh southwesterly winds. The walls generally rise no

more than 2 to 3 fi above grade; terraces are evident from the absence of loose boulders and stones.

In addition to walls and terraces, there are numerous piles of stone. These may represent just
piles of gathered stones, or they may be natural formatiens. The site also includes numcrous walled
areas (compounds) and panially walled areas. These appear to have been used historically (and
possibly prehistorically) as planting areas and also to hold animals, paricularly pigs, which were
commonly kept in the area. One of the largest of these compounds in located just east of the keepers’

compound and appears to have been used during the more recent historic period both as a garden
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area and for ammal husbandry.

As with the walls and terraces, the compound walls typically extend no more than 4 fi above
grade and are about 4 to 4 [t thick. They are made up of basaltic stone found distributed throughout
the site. Typical compounds are about §5 by 20 i in dimension, with some both larger and smaller

gxamples.

19) Ironwood (casuuritn equisetifofia) Trees, Allee and Windbreaks

Construction date: Planted ca.1920

Dates of Alterations: Trimmed through the 1950s; no further maintenance aller that period

Classification: Site

Significance: National, State, and Local as a contributing fealure

Inteprity: Location, Design, Selting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and Association

Loss of or Threats to Integrity: Continged growth and lack of maintenance. The trees are now more
mature than during the historic periods of their presence on the site

Sometime early in the lipht station’s history, possibly as early as 1809-10, but more likely
around 1920, the station was provided with ornamental plantings, including an allee of trees lining
the principal approach road from the west, a double of row of trees to serve as a windbreak on the
north of the kecpers’ compound, and a second row 10 the west, paralle) to the west wall of the
keepers” compound. The trecs used are known as ronwood, due to their resihence. Impored
originally from Australia these trees were popularly used to line roads and mark property boundaries

throughout the Hawaiian Islands.

Photographs and aral accounts emphasize that the trees were kept trimmed through the 1950s
period. Fred Robing, Jr. recalls that the row of trees to the west of the compound were keep trimmed
to allow for a view of the airstrip. Photographs of the 19305 through 1950s confirm that the allee and
the other formal plantings were kept regularly tnimmed.

In all there are about 50 trees belonging to this common designed landscape.
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Additional trees are locatled elsewhere on site, mostly to the east of the keepers’ compound.

The majority of these appear to be opportunistic plants and are not part of a designed landscape.

20) Fresnel Lens

Construction date: 1907, installed 1909

Dates of Alterations; Lamp altered pericdically; signal altered 1911, lens removed 1986; returned to
site, 1993, Now stored in garage near keepers’ compound

Classification: Object

Significance: National, State, and Local as a contributing feature

Applicable Critenia: A and C

Integrity: Design, Malenals, Workmanship

Loss of or Threats to Integrity: Loss of integrity of Location, Setting, Feeling, and Association

The property has been removed from its historic setting within the lighthouse tower. 1t is
presently stored in the site garage and is packed in crates. Nonetheless, the lens possesses tremendous
significance as a Second-Order Fresnel lens and for its long association with the Moloka'i Light
Station. It is presently an object out of its original context, but possessing significance for its past

association and as a historic property in its own right.

The lens, used historically to magnify the light signal at Moloka'i lighthouse, 1s what is known
as a catadioptric, bi-valve lens. Based on a technology developed beginning in the 1820s by the
French scientist Augustin Fresnel, the catadioptric lens represented a significant advancement in

optics over earlier lenses.

The traditiona! 1technology had depended on one of two techniques, muitiple lamps or light
soutces concenirated on a single lens, which focused the intensity of the ight; or a single light source
amplificd through multiple refracting lenses. The first technique was known as the catoptric approach,
the second as the dieptric. The Fresnel lens combined both these techniques, creating what was m
effect a “bull’s eye” of great intensity surrounded by refracting prisms and rings which transmitted

the light’s signal.
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Fresnel lenses were classified according to the interior radius of the lens, or the distance from
the center of the lamp or hght to the inner surface ol'the surrounding lens. Fresnel lenses ranged from

smaller Fourth-Order lenses through to the largest, and most powerful First-Order lenses.

To operate the signal, the lens was set on a chanot, which was in turn mounted on a pedestal
fitted with a channel or vat containing liquid mercury, This aliowed the lens to move around the light

at a predetermined speed.

The Moloka'i ight was originally sct to “flash” every 20 seconds, 1in 1911, this was changed
to every 10 seconds. Operated by a clock and weight mechanism, the lens then revolved every 20

seconds, with a flash lasting 0.3 seconds followed an cclipse of 9.7 seconds.

The lens at Moloka'i was manufactured by the firm of Chance Brothers and Company,
Limited in England. It was ordered in September, 1307, by the Light House Board and delivered 1o
Honolulu in November, 1908. The light was marked U S L.HB 2.11. The lens, with an inside

diameter of 1 400 mm {approximately 6 1) was classified as a Second-Order lens.

The lens contained 26 panels overall, 13 to each valve or side. There were 18 prisms in each
full panel around the central panel and 7 prisms in each partial pan¢l. Each of the 26 sections weighed
aver 260 pounds, giving the lens a tatal weight of about 6,800 pounds — over well over 3 'z tons!

The lens parts were carefully numbered to allow for easy assembly and disassembly.
The lens was displayed in Lahaina in Maui from 1986 until its return to Molcka'iin 1993, On

Qctober 17, 1993, the crates contatning the lens were unloaded at the Kalaupapa landing and trucked

10 the old station for storage.
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MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

Deficiencies in Research Materials and Data

Records in a number of impanant areas are incomplete. The most noteworthy of these is the
lack of records covering more recent maintenance work on the properly. More recent {post 1950)
U.S. Coast Guard records are concise about changes to the light, maintenance of the lamps, cables,
batteries, etc., but do not describe work on buildings. As a result many of the changes camed out in
the 19605 and 19705 on structures, such as the lighthouse, but also including the lighthouse keepers’
quarters, are incomplete. The changes overall have been minor, including concrete repairs, re-roofing
structures, the addition of new light fixtures, kitchen appliances and so on. The actual matenals and
features themselves can serve 1o identify them and provide approximate dates. Nonetheless, additional
maintenance records or other documents would be extremely useful in developing long-term

mainienance and rehabilitation plans.

This deficiency is not critical for the evaluation of properties for historic significance and
integrity or for purposes of the revised National Register nomination form. However, prior to any
long-term rehabilitation or restoration work at the Moloka'i Light Station, a more in-depth
investigation of exiting buildings and of mamntenance and repair records needs to occur. Specifically,
Historic Structure Reporls {HSR's) are recommended for each of the contributing buildings and
structures within the station prior to any further work on them. This would apply to the lighthouse,

the stone keepers’ quarters, and the modern {1950) keeper’s quarters in parucular.

The other area of deficient knowledge pertains to the cultural landscape of the station. We
know from existing evidence and from other research that the landscape of the site rellects
agricultural practices of the pre-station era. The landscape includes numerous walls, terraces, and
stonie compounds that were used for agricultural purposes. We know that sweet potato and other root
crops were grown in this way on Maloka'i, both in pre-contact times and in the more recent histonc

period. Animals, especially pigs, were also kept in stone compounds such as those found on the site,
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A more thorough survey and mapping of the landscape is recommended. The emphasis should

be on identification of cultural materials and features and an understanding of agricultural practices.

In addition, the site has never been surveved archeologically, especially for evidence of use
and occupation during the pre-contact period and also during the more recent historic peried,
particularly the early nineteenth century when Moloka'i still had a large Native Hawaiian population.
The use of the area by early leprosy victims, especially in the late mineteenth century when the

settlement focused on nearby Kalawao, should also be investigated.

A number of properties associated with the light station still remain enigmatic. The history
aof the oil storage structure, now consisting of the reinforced concrete supports for the oil tank, 1s
imcomplete. It appears that this is an original, 1909-period structure. It was altered through the
removal of the wood protective super-structure, somctime, it appears, in the 1920s. Additional

information on this feature would be useful.

The possible existence of a second water tank and other secondary features also deserves
some further investigation. There are presently discrepancies in the wnitten record, One account and
one historic map suggest that there were once two Lanks, one on the site of the existing tank and
anather to the west. The area should be examined more thoroughly for the presence of remains

associated with an carlier tank.

There is same physical evidence to suggest the presence of other features on the site,
including, masonry retaining walls and terraccs, wood and concrete debris, and unrelated concrete
foundation posts located in various areas within the sitc. All of these deserve further investigation and

might be included as part of an archeological survey of the site.
In terms of more directly historical research, there remain some fustrating discrepancies

regarding the tours of duties of the various keepers assigned tot he site. A more thorough

investigation of U.S. Coast Guard personne! records would be useful as would a further search
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among the records of the Bureau of Lighthouses, which had responsibility for the site before afler
1910 and before 193%. The list compiled by Love Dean, the foremost histonan of lighthouses in

Hawai'l, seems inaccurale in part.

A more thorough search for cormespondence relating to the light house station, particularly
letters written by keepers and their wives and children would help to flesh out the stery of life at the
station. Early twentieth-century people tended to be letter wnters. Contacts should be made with
descendants of keepers and keepers’ families to see if any matenals exist outside existing or known

archives.
Recommended Future Studies and Reports
Cultura] Landscape Study, focusing on stone walls, terraces, and compounds related to prior use of

the sile;

Archeological Survey, examining pre-contact and histori¢-period use of the property; to include
passible identification of structures and sites relating to the light station period as well;

Historic Structure Reports {HRS s), on the lighthouse tower and the two keepers’ quariers, prior to
any rehabilitation or restoration work; further investigation of a less thorough kind required

prior 1o work on the powerhouse, the garage, and the wash house,

Historical Report, on the lives of the keepers and their families; requires the identification of
additional personnel records {if available) and additional correspondence (also, if available).

Interpretative Plan for the site, specifying the period or periods to be interpreted, treatments
recommended for individual properties or features and so on.

Recommendations for Resource Management and Interpretation

Reviston of National Register Nomination

This report is a first step in the revision of the earlier National Register of Histonc Places

nomination form, completed and submitted in 1982, The revised form completed concurrently with
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this report, identifies all contributing propertics related to the operation of the historic lighthouse and
places them in historical context. The revised nomination form serves as an essential blueprint for

future management of the site.

Baintenance and Rehabilitation and/or Restoration of Exisling Propenies

Propenties identified in this report and descnbed m the revised National Register of Historic
Places nomination form are subject to careful treatment and review. Al existing histonc and,
therefare, contributing propertics need to be considered as significant features of the site and must
be treated in accordance with Hhe Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for Historic Preservation

Projects” and other published guidance on the treatment af historic properiies.

Remaining buildings should continuc to be maintained to high standards. No significant
alterations or demwolitions should take place without consultation with cultural resource specialists
ofthe National Park Service and discussion with the State Historic Preservation Oflicer and the State

Historic Preservathion Ollice stall

Development of along-term rehabilitation and/or restoration plan for the light station property
is needed. As the Kalaupapa settiement becomes less a health facility and more a unit of the National
Park Service, the Moloka'i Light Station will ikely become animponant visitor center. It 1simportant
that an overall plan be developed for the site and also that individual rehabilitation and/or restoration

plans be developed for cach contributing building.

It is recommended that the station be maintained in much its present condition for the
immediate future. The station presently represents the facility as it had evolved by the 19%0s. For the
time being it is recommended that no furiher changes be allowed at the property and that all butldings
be maintamed and stabilized only. Opportunities for intervention, such as needs for re-roofing or
other standard maintenance, should take the least invasive approach possible - - largely, replacement

in kind and simple repairs and repainting.
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Overall, a conservative, “rententive’” approach to managing historic properties has tended to
prevail among historic preservation professionals in recont years. At Kalaupapa, the approach has
been 10 allow the “period of significance™ to continue 10 be extended with the evolution of the site.
However, at some point, especially afier the last patient has lefl the settlement, some kind of
sstabilization” will occur. At that point properties will, in a sense, become frozen intime. Even as it
is presently managed, Kalaupapa increasingly is favoring earlier treatments — as m the case of re-
roofing buildings in “historic” materials such as wood shingles (rather than the compasition roofing

that had become more-or-less standard by the 1970s and 1980s).

Nonetheless, as the Kalaupapa community becomes more of an interpretive and recreational
center and no longer functions as a medical center, a re-evaluation of treatments of remaining
buildings, structures, and other features no doubt will occur, It is likely that the Kalaupapa settlement
will “privilege,” in a sense, somewhat earlier times. Already, NPS projects have tended to return
individual properties to something of their original or at least “historic” character. The final project
will result, therefore, in some “restored” buildings, some “rehabilitaied” ones, and some simply

“stabilized” or “preserved” bulldings.

The result will include a number of significant anachronisms, where only portions of the
settlement will remain and individual properties will lack their historic built contexts. The restoration
of the Kalaupapa settlement to a specific period would be a highly problematic undertaking — and
one far too expensive to be carried out realistically. What can be expected will be a conscientious
retention and restoration of fragments of the settlement, perhaps to the 1930s or 1940s period, when
many of the present buildings were constructed, and the acceptance of less of other signihcant
elements dating to the same period. At the same time, it is apparent that buildings and other features
added more recently, such as buildings added in the 1970s and even 1980s, will simply be retained

as representative of the evolution of the site.

With the Moloka'i Light Station the opportunity exists for a more consistent and

philosophically defensible approach to rehabilitation and presentation. As it stands the station
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possesses primary integrity to the 1950s period. There have been remarkably few changes afler that
lime ot afler ca.1955-56, when a number of photographs were taken of the site. In the early 1950s
the sitc had reached a kind of climax of development. The lighthouse was still operating and there
were still resident keepers on the site. In 1953, the last of the histonic wond-frame keeper’s quarlers
was demolished. A tool house was demolished around the same time; and in 1955, the last addition
__ 2 modest attachment to the historic wash house — was made. The pewerhouse was also already

present on the site; the former oil storage tank had become outmoded and the wood super-siructore

protecting it had been demolished.

Perhaps most significant of this period s the fact that the station was not yet “in decline.” The
concrete-block keeper’s dwelling, added in 1950, suggested that the station was siill projected 1o
nave a useful life. The older residence became the Assistant Keeper's residence shortly aAerward and
the station was embarking on a new, modern period. By this time those features considered
unitnportant had been removed or were simple remaining as ruins. In the case of the wood keeper’s
house and the tool shed, they were removed. The old oif loading platform and ramp were allowed to
deteriorate; the old il storage structure became simply a ruin. At the same time, the grounds were
maintained at probably their highest standard in history; 1he grass in the keepers’ compound was
neatly mowed; the buildings had carefully maintained foundation shrubs, the allee and windbreak trecs

were carefully trimmed; and the palm grove, neatly interspersing the keepers’ residences, was fully

mature,

As a result of this high-point in the station’s history and the fact that the existing buildings and
structures most closely match this period there is a strong argument for giving priority to the 1950s
in any rehabilitation and, even later, interpretive plan. In ca, 1953, the station presented a new,
modern look toward the future, but also still possessed much of the past. It is strongly recommended
that any incremental alterations to the buildings or the site keep this avenue in mind and that nc effonl

be made to remove existing buildings or structures or to undertake restorations to any earlier period.
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Recommendaticns for Interpretation

Tt is strongly recommended that the existing buildings, structures, sites, and other features be
retained. It is further recommended that an effort be made over time to restore the gte to something
of its early 1950s character. Again, this period represented a significant era in the light station’s
evolution, and the existing properties correspond most closely to that era —- any restoration to
another era, for example, would require the demolition of existing buildings and the reconstruction

of many missing elements, making the project impractical overall,

Ideally, the historic light station will become an interpretive center focusing on the history of
navigation and navigational aids in Hawai'i and the lives of the keepers and their families on the

remote station on Moloka'i. The center can also interpret the technology of lighthouses and later

Coast Guard facilities.

In broad outline the following are suggestions:

1) All existing buildings and structures to be retained,
2) Restoration and/or rehabilitation plans need to be developed for each propeny;,
3) The prounds sheuld be restored to their ca. 1955 appearance, including replanting the

palm trees and better maintenance of the historic ironwood trees;
4} Ruins, such as the oil storage structure and the loading ramp, should be stabilized,

5) Threatened structures, especially the oil storage building, require immediate attention
and should be repaired and possibly restored,

) The stone Principal Keeper's dwelling should be restored to its condition as of ca.
1955; this would allow for the visitor to gain an appreciation of the lives of keepers
of other eras as well, since so few changes have been made to the building; it 18
recommended that this become, basically, a house museum, preserving artifacts from

that and shghtly earlier eras,

7) The modern, 1950 kecper’s quarters should be adapted for use as an interpretive
center, this building, wilh its large open spaccs, would be well suited for use as a
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8)
9)
10}

1)

museum, 1o include photographs, uniforms, models, and other interpretive matenals;

The garage should be maintained as a storage building;
The wash house should be rehabilitated and retained for storage;
The powerhouse (possibly} could be used for the display of the historic Fresnel lens;

The lighthouse should remain in service and be inaccessible to visitors.
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APPENDIX

Keepers at Kalaupapa Light (Moloka'i Light Station)

[rom Dean, Love, “The Kataupape Lighthouse™ The Howuiian Jowrnad of History 23 (1989 ]

190N

1509
19140
1431
1912
1913

14
10915
1956
1917
1918
1919
1520
1921

1922
1925
1924
1925
1526
1927
1928
1929
19230
1431

1932
533
1934
1935
1936
1937

Tames M. Keanu was keeper of Mukanalua. the Grst hght ;m Kalaupapi.

Roeepet

James . Keanu
James W Keann
James M. Keanu
James M. Keonu
James M. Reanu

James M. Keana
Tames M. Keanu
James M. Boanu
James M. Keanu
James M, Keanu
James M. kKeanu
James . Keani
James M. Keanu
James M. Keanu
James M. Keanu
Jumes M, Keanu
Jarmes ». Keanu
James M. Keanu
Manuel Ferreira
Manuel Ferreira
Manuel [Ferreira
James M. Keanu
James M. Keanu
Jamaes M. Keano
Fred b, Nihoa

Fred L. Nihoa

Fred 15 Wihoa

Fred 15 Nihoa

James b Keanu®

151 Assistant

William F. Williams
Willtanm F. Williams
Wikliam F. Willtiams
William i, Williams
John 1 Kancekou

Johin Makzhi

John Makaln

Juhn Maokahi

John Makahi

Johti Makahi
William Fnoka
Willtam Enoka
William [inoka
Witlioim Enoka
William Fnoka
Wilttam Fnoka
James K. [aleamau
James K. Halcamau
James K. Haleamau
Fred E. Nihoa

Fred E. Nihoa

Fred 1. Niboa

Fred B Nihoa

John linos, Jr.

John Fnos, Jr.

Jolm Tnos, I

John 1:hos. Jr.
James Gibson
Claude I, Platt
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2nid Assisiont

Chorles 1. Martin
Fd I Miller

Ed I.. Miller

Lid I.. Miller

Robert Red

and Sam Lelen

Ed Robins, Jr.

Ed Robins. Ir.

Ed Robins. Jr.

IFd Robins, Jr.

kd 1. Banels

I5d . Bartels
Chartes K. Akuana
Frank Witlioms
Frank Williams
Jomes & Haleamau
James K. Halcamau

W k. Nihoa

C. ieim

James Keanu
Wwilliam K. Nihoa
William K. MNihosa
William K. Nihoz
Willhium K. Mihos
William K. Niboa
Frank Patc

Ed Murques

Id Marques™™



1938
19349
40
1941
142
1943
i9d4
1945
10446
1947
1948
1549
1920
14951
1952
FOS3

jo60

1966

Keeper

James M, Keanu®*
James M. Keanu®

Fred Robins
Fred Robins
Fred Robins
Fred Robins
Frod Robing
Fred Robing
Frod Rotins
Fred Robins
Fred Robins
i"red Robinyg
Fred Robins
Feed Rabins
Fred Rohing
Ired Robins

M1 Beoson., EN2

151 Assistant

Chamle E, Plat
Claude F Flat
Claude F. Platt
Claude L, Plat

Harry Kupukaa {1950s57)

Daniel J. Bryson, Boatswain's Mae 1st Class
James R, Creighton, Fireman 3rd Class

* Possibly Fred Robins
** Possibly Fred Robins
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nd Assislani

Ld Marques**
Fd Marques™*

1:d Margues
bd Margues
Fd Marquos
Fd Margucs
Ld Marques
td Marques
Ed Marques
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