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This project vas started for the vurnose of finding in de-
tail what the artillery along Jackson's line on Janguery 8, 1815
was like, so that an accurate reconstruction could be undertaken.
This artillery wes in eight batieries. Retterieg 1, 2, and 3 vere
. el 2 l 1 - . o ‘ R
on sites now under water,” and therefore not subjects for possible
reconstruction. They are not considered in this preliminary study.
The only enumeration of the American artillery in this
2

hat of Labour, of vhich these are the vertinent psoris:

<l

battle is

gl
0y

attery Io. 4, commanded by Lieutenant Crawley,of the
navy and served by part of thae crew of the Carolina, had a
tulrty-two pounder;.. .. )

Wlattery lio. 5, commanded by Colonel Perry and Lieuntenant
fer of the artillery, had two six—pounders....

"Battery ¥o. 0, commended by General Garrigues Fleaujeoc,

andserved by a detachient of the comany of Francs under Lhe in-
k]

v
mediate command of Liewtenant Beritel, had a brass twelve-pounder, ,
Battery Ilo. 7 had a long brass eizgnteen-pound culverine
and a six-~pounder, commanded by Lieutenant Spotis and Cheveau, ond
served Dy guaners of the United Sitates arfillery.. ..
"The 8t baticry bhad a snell brass carronade waich rendered
very little service on account of the i1l condition of its carsi

..

iage...
The reliability of these statements is questionable: (1)
discrepancies exist between Latour's text and hismap; (2) evidence

fronm other sources does not always agree with the above; (3) one of

Latour's staterents seems irmrobable.

1. The Ricketts mep shows all the batiery positions, znd there se s
to be no reason for questioning this dstail. "

2. A. Lecarriere Latour, Wer in Vest Florida ond Louisiana, 1Lg.
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The discrepancies between Latour's text and hip map3 that con-
cern this gtudy are:

(1) On the map, Batiery no. 6 consists of one l&-pounder and
one four-pounder; - in the book it consists of one l2~pounder only.

(2) On the mop Battery no. 7 consists of one l2-pounder and
one t~pounder; but the book says one 1lS-pounder and one b-pounder.

Ved

(3) On the map Battery no. S consisis of one 9%-inch howitzer;
but the book says, "a small brass carronade.’

Other sourées on this batile say so little about the American
artillery engaged in i’c\ that they -are not of much help. Jackson did--
not write much about the artiliery in his reporfs. His officizl life
has a map showing gun positlons on 5 anvary 8, but neither the map
nor the text h:-ive any details.

Considering Battery no. 6 firss, the map in Reid & Baton
shows one gzun at this position. Buell? in quoting an interview
wivh a participant long after the event, mentioas "{the long brass
l2-pounder in Battery no. 6.% Tatun imolies that there wes a
12-pounder 2nd a U-pounder in this battery.G

Reid & Daton'!s map shows ‘ci-ro gans in Battery ilo. 7. The
statement in Tatum'’s Journal can be taken to mean that there was
an l8-pounder in this battery, but does not exclude the possibility
of other gtms.Y ) Buell has the most tempiting statement of any:

. - - o
170 7 had an old Spanish l8-pounéer and a o-pounder."®

3. Plate VII of his Atlas.

- o ~ .~ ~ AL T
% Reid, Jomn ond Eaton, John “enry, The Life of Andrew Yackson,
(Phile.,1816) map belween pp. 358 v 3 57

5. Auzustus C. Buell, The History of Andrsv Yacicson, II, 12,

The Journal of Major Howell Tatum .... in Smith
=3 e

in History, VII, 125
. loec. cis. 3. 1loec. cit.
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Battery no. 8 is the most mysterious of all., Pabton wrote
that "this battery was actively employed and successful in Telling
them %o the ground."$ Tatum's statement that a howitzer in this

osition raled the enemy seenms likely to be true in viev of the hea
b avy

10
casualiies suffered by the attackers. Buell quotes Butler that a

11
6-pounder was in this position.

tour's statement that Batiery no, 8 consisted of a car—

Ce.

ronade that was little used because of a bad carriage seems improb-
able on other grounds. A cari*ongde was a cannon of short range for
use on ships. UWould a shortara.nge gun have been placed by Jackson
on a line where at least mediua range vas needed? If he had any
hoice, would he have kept one whose carriage was in poor condiiion
vhen he was expecting an atiack?

Other writers have uswally followed Latour's text, Yalker

nade an exception in the case of Battery io. 8, whlch he says wes a

- 1 .
110‘.‘1:7."5zer.12 Parton folloved Latour's text all the way., 3 Doth

of these talked to survivors of the basile. A nore receat writer,

. - - lll'
an artillery officer himself, 30 copies Ilatour.
9. Op. cit, 339 . 10. Loc. cit.

11, Co. eit. II, 13.
12. Alexander Valker, Jackson and Yeyw Crieans, 326

13, Janes Parioa, Life of Andrew Jaci-:son, i1, 173.

1. Powell A. Case ey, "Artillery in %3

ne Battle of Hew Orleang." The
author was a major in the Vashin g‘:on artillery, Iis study is
nainly about British weapons, becausz of the scar reify of American
sourcas. Referring to the om,tle on th; 25th, Casey cites the
Journal of C. R, Forest, a British officer, as saring the Anericens
had a long 32 in the center =nd a S on their lei‘t. This is the

only meantion of an Americen 9-pounder I
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In order to réconstmct this artillery, we need to Imow

-

the maltes and models as well as the sizes and places of the guns,

Vhere did the defenders get them?
From the scarcity of references %o srtillery in the letters
and reports of their leaders, it seems unlikely that the Anmericans
. . £t
broought much, if any, such guns with them to ~ ew Orleans. They do
not seem to have been nearly so much worried about cannon and can—
1 ! : 1 L7 L. 4 15
non balls as they were about such things as muskets and flints.
There was probably a considerable guantity of ordnance
in and near IHew Orleans at that time. Four 12-pounders, four
8-vounders, eight l—pounder guns, and eight six—-inch howitzers
were acquired from the Freach es a result of the Louisiana Purchase.
Hdineteen guns were reported from Fort Si. Charles in Few Orleans in
17
1611, aid six from the fort on Bayou Si. John. General Vilkinson
wrote to the Secretary of War that he had 30 brass pieces in a train

18

of light artillery. In 181Y4, six G-pounders, two 12-pounders,

)] . GD“ S . N a7
one 24, carriagesaand a howitzer carriaze were shipped to XHew Orleans

. 1 -
from Pittsburgh, 911: seens reasonable o assume that these rather

15. J.8. Bassett, Correspondence of Andrey Jackson, II passin,
Tatum does not say whether the cannon %zlzen from the Soaniards

at Pensacola were brought to Mew Orleans. Journal, &

16. ¥. Z. Birkhimer, Historicael Sketch of the .. Artillery, United
States Army, 232.

17. Americon State Pesers, Militery A8fairs, I, 311, no. 106




fragmentary reports do not list all of the available artillery —~
there migt have Eeen some on merchant vessels along the waterfront,
for example - ond that Jackson's engineers could choose. Zven thomwgh
it was needed in several places early in the cnmapaign, by the Eightha
of January, that most suitable could have been concentrated on the
line.

The 32~pounder in Batiery no. 1, the heaviest gun on she
line and one of the heaviest used anyvhere in the carmalzn, wvas
probably a neval gun on a naval carrizge. It seems that rnost of
tne heavy guns were naval pleces and x-ror’;{ed.‘ by navy or pirate crews.

It is likely that 'sore, if not mast, of the pleces along

the remainder of the line to the lefi had Gribeanvil tarrisses.
- £571 R - P . 2
ine arvillery recelved fron the french had such eduipnent, 1%

is possible that the few casualiies suffered by Jackson's men nay

have been due in part to these carrizsges, One authority says:
"The artillery men are much less exnosed, ar
if Grideauvells garrison carriege is used. It raises the gun in
sucll a way as to firs over a parapet high enought to shelter the
wen, without making embrasures, or else such shallow ones
expose then, ¥ 22

vien defending a ramart,

as do not

20. Casey, op.cit., 10, refers to 32-nounders "draym from the naval
arsenal¥ bubt does not cite source. The Tavy archives in Yew

Orleans now do not% go back to 1EL5,

2l. Birikhimer, op.cit., 232
00.C610,

o e A 2
22, H. Lallewond, A Treatise on riiliery.... 37. On age 38, this
carriage is described. Ie 2lso reicrs to vlate 6, Fio 35 of
- " 5 i
thlis work, but the plates are not availzble here,
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The two siz-pounders of Battery no. 5 were doubtless light

field pieces, According to Tatum, they were brass gu.ns.23 They were

the only American artillery in the night battle, and were moved
to the *1ver end of Jackson's line before heing nlace& in the posi~
ok

tion they had orn January 3,

It's a good guess that the 12-pounder in Battery no. 6
wag a Gribeauval garrison gun. It was under a French commander
and gerved by a French crew. A general as shrewd as Jackson
would probably have put ren with guns they were most familiar‘
with and best able to handle,

That the principal gun in Battery no. 7 was an old
Spanish 18-nounder is certainly nossible; it may even be probable,

25

Some of the guns in Fort St. Cherles were l8-vounders. This place
had been Fort San Carlos in Spanish times, and if one of these can-
non had been properly nmounted and brought dowm the river, it would
account for "the old Spanish culverin’ nentioned by some writers.
Such 2 gun with its picturesque mouldings would certainly add

mich to the pleasure of visitors to Chalmette Fational Historical

Parl,

23, Journal, 107, (Dec. 23)

2k, A1l stories of the campaizn agree oa this,
25. Clement, "Pruth is o Slander! most easily found as quoted
in Clement and Landry, Plantation Life on the Higsisgipni, 112




The other gun in Battery no. 7 night well have been one of
the Y-pounders with Gribeauval carrieszes le t by the French in Hew
Orleans.

The most nearly satisfactory solution of the mystery of
Battery no. & is that the gun there was one of the 6-inch howit—

zers with Gribeauval carrgiages also left by the French.20

It would be invaluasble if one of %the old cannon now on dis—

play in and near Yew Orleans could be shown to have actuslly been

on Jackson's line on January 8, 1815, Ve have measured and photo-
graphed a number of these, and sent the data to an ordaance ex—
vord for identification. In his opinion, some of then are old

enongh to have been used in the campaizn, Documentary evidence

27

of their location, now lacking, may corxe tc light a%t any tinme.

o6, Birikhimer, op. cit., 232, Referring to Butler's story,in Buell,
en 0ld men might well remember a b-inch gun 28 a b-pounde?.
This French artillery was one of tkhe prizes Aaren Purr intendad
to seize( see Abernethy, Burr Consniracyf?f) end it is likely
that these guns with Gribeavvsl carriages were the best in thet
part of the world then, and an imporitant reascn for the defent
of the English,

Ao Ath Flwia I 3cl
27. Phogoeraphs end okher data, and corregPOH&ence with EBdwin ¥. Rich
in Chalmetfe JHP files.
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