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Laramie T reaty of 1851

A ntides of a traaty madk avd avdudad at Fort L avaniie, inthe Indian Termitar),
baueen D. D. Mitddl], supevintevebnt of Indian gffairs, and Thomes Fitzpdrick,
Indian agt, ommissiovers specidlly appoirted avd authorized by the Presicirt of the
Unitad Stdtes, f the first pent, ard the dhighs, beadiren, avd braves of the fdllowirng
Irdian ntions, residing sauh of the Missawri River, ecst of the Rodey Mawrtairs, avd
ronth of the lines f Texas avd N awMexiay viz; the Siowx or Dabaddls, Cheerves,
A mgpdhoss, Crous. A ssivdboings, Gros-V evire Mardars, ard A idearss, porties of
the saoovd part, onthe saveteth day of Selenber; A . D. ove thausard eight vrdred
ardfiftyore2

ARTICLE 1

The aforesaid nations, parties to this treaty. having assembled for the
purpose of establishing and confirming peaceful relations amongst
themselves, do hereby covenant and agree to abstain in future from all
hostilities whatever against each other, to maintain good faith and
friendship in all their mutual intercourse, and to make an effective and
lasting peace.

ARTICLE 2.

The aforesaid nations do hereby recognize the right of the United States
Government to establish roads, military and other posts, within their
respective territories.

ARTICLE 3.

In consideration of the rights and privileges acknowledged in the preceding
article, the United States bind themselves to protect the aforesaid Indian
nations against the commission of all depredations by the people of the said
United States, after the ratification of this treaty.

ARTICLE 4.
The aforesaid Indian nations do hereby agree and bind themselves to make

restitution or satisfaction for any wrongs committed, after the ratification of
this treaty, by any band or individual of their people, on the people of the
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United States, whilst lawfully residing in or passing through their respective
territories.

ARTICLE 5.

The aforesaid Indian nations do hereby recognize and acknowledge the
following tracts of country, included within the metes and boundaries
hereinafter designated, as their respective territories, viz:

The territory of the Sioux or Dahcotah Nation, commencing the mouth of
the White Earth River, on the Missouri River: thence in a southwesterly
direction to the forks of the Platte River: thence up the north fork of the
Platte River to a point known as the Red Bute, or where the road leaves the
river; thence along the range of mountains known as the Black Hills, to the
head-waters of Heart River; thence down Heart River to its mouth; and
thence down the Missouri River to the place of beginning.

The territory of the Gros Ventre, Mandans, and Arrickaras Nations,
commencing at the mouth of Heart River; thence up the Missouri River to
the mouth of the Yellowstone River; thence up the Yellowstone River to
the mouth of Powder River in a southeasterly direction, to the head-waters
of the Little Missouri River; thence along the Black Hills to the head of
Heart River, and thence down Heart River to the place of beginning,

The territory of the Assinaboin Nation, commencing at the mouth of
Yellowstone River; thence up the Missouri River to the mouth of the
Muscle-shell River; thence from the mouth of the Muscle-shell River in a
southeasterly direction until it strikes the head-waters of Big Dry Creek;
thence down that creck to where it empties into the Yellowstone River,
nearly opposite the mouth of Powder River, and thence down the
Yellowstone River to the place of beginning,

The territory of the Blackfoot Nation, commencing at the mouth
of Muscle-shell River; thence up the Missouri River to its source; thence
along the main range of the Rocky Mountains, in a southerly direction, to
the head-waters of the northern source of the Yellowstone River; thence
down the Yellowstone River to the mouth of Twenty-five Yard Creek;
thence across to the head-waters of the Muscle-shell River, and thence
down the Muscle-shell River to the place of beginning.

The territory of the Crow Nation, commencing at the mouth of
Powder River on the Yellowstone; thence up Powder River to its source,
thence along the main range of the Black Hills and Wind River Mountains
to the head-waters of the Ydlowstone River; thence down the Yellowstone
River to the mouth of Twenty-five Yard Creek; thence to the head waters
of the Muscle-shell River; thence down the Muscle-shell River to its mouth;
thence to the head-waters of Big Dry Creek, and thence to its mouth.

The territory of the Cheyennes and Arrapahoes, commencing at
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the Red Bute, or the place where the road leaves the north fork of the Platte
River; thence up the north fork of the Platte River to its source; thence
along the main range of the Rocky Mountains to the head-waters of the
Arkansas River; thence down the Arkansas River to the crossing of the
Santa Fé road; thence in a northwesterly direction to the forks of the Platte
River, and thence up the Platte River to the place of beginning,

It is, however, understood that, in making this recognition and
acknowledgement, the aforesaid Indian nations do not hereby abandon or
prejudice any rights or claims they may have to other lands; and further,
that they do not surrender the privilege of hunting, fishing, or passing over
any of the tracts of country heretofore described.

ARTICLE 6.

The parties to the second part of this treaty having selected principals

or head-chiefs for their respective nations, through whom all national
business will hereafter be conducted, do hereby bind themselves to sustain
said chiefs and their successors during good behavior.

ARTICLE 7.

In consideration of the treaty stipulations, and for the damages which have
or may occur by reason thereof to the Indian nations, parties hereto, and
for their maintenance and the improvement of their moral and social
customs, the United States bind themselves to deliver to the said Indian
nations the sum of fifty thousand dollars per annum for the term of ten
years, with the right to continue the same at the discretion of the President
of the United States for a period not exceeding five years thereafter, in
provisions, merchandise, domestic animals, and agricultural implements, in
such proportions as may be deemed best adapted to their condition by the
President of the United States, to be distributed in proportion to the
population of the aforesaid Indian nations.

ARTICLE 8

It is understood and agreed that should any of the Indian nations, parties to
this treaty, violate any of the provisions thereof, the United States may
withhold the whole or aportion of the annuities mentioned in the preceding
article from the nation so offending, until, in the opinion of the President
of the United States, proper satisfaction shall have been made.

In testimony whereof the said D. D. Mitchell and Thomas Fitzpatrick
commissioners as aforesaid, and the chiefs, headmen, and braves, parties
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hereto, have set their hands and affixed their marks, on the day and at the
place first above written.
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Laramie T reaty of 1868

Treaty between the United States of America and different Tribes of Sioux
Indians; Concluded April 29 & sa, 1868; Ratification advised February 16,
1869; Proclaimed February 24, 1869.

ANDREW JOHNSON,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL
COME, GREETINGS:

Whereas, a treaty was made and concluded at Fort Laramie, in the Territory
of Dakota, [now in the Territory of Wyoming,] on the twenty-ninth day of
April, and afterwards, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-eight, by and between Nathaniel G. Taylor, William T. Sherman,
William S. Harney, John B. Sanborn, S. F. Tappan, C. C. Augur, and Alfred
H. Terry, commissioners, on the part of the United States, and Ma-zapon-
kaska, Tah-shun-ka-co-qui-pah, Heb-won-ge-chat, Mah-to-non-pah, Little
Chief, Makh-pi-ah-lu-tah, Co-cam-i-ya-ya, Ma-ws-tau-ni-hav-ska, He-ne-
pin-wa-ni-ca, Wah-pah-shaw, and other chiefs and headmen of different
tribes of Sioux Indians, on the part of said Indians, and duly authorized
thereto by them, which treaty in the words in figures to wit;

Articles of a treaty made and concluded by and between Lieutenant-General
William T. Sherman, General William S. Harney, General Alfred H. Terry,
General C. C,. Augur, ]. B. Henderson, Nathaniel G. Taylor, John B.
Sanborn, and Samuel F. Tappan, duly appointed commissioners on the part
of the United States, and the different bands of the Sioux Nation of
Indians, by their chiefs and head-men, whose names are hereto subscribed,
they being duly authorized to act in the premises.

ARTICLE 1
[Peace between the Parties)

From this day forward all war between the parties to this agreement shall
forever cease. The Government of the United States desires peace, and its
honor is hereby pledged to keep it. The Indians desire peace, and they now
pledge their honor to maintain it. If bad men among the whites, or among
other people subject to the authority of the United States, shall commit any
wrong upon the person or property of the Indians, the United States will,
upon proof made to the agent and forwarded to the Commissioner of
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Indian Affairs at Washington City, proceed at once to cause the offender to
be arrested and punished according to the laws of the United States, and
also re-imburse the injured person for the loss sustained.

If bad men among the Indians shall commit a wrong or depredation upon
the person or property of any one, white, black, or Indian, subject to the
authority of the United States, and at peace therewith, the Indians herein
named solemnly agree that they will, upon proof made to their agent and
notice by him, deliver up the wrong-doer to the United States, to be tried
and punished according to its laws; and in case they wilfully refuse so to do,
the person injured shall be re-imbursed for his loss from the annuities or
other moneys due or to become due to them under this or other treaties
made with the United States. And the President, on advising with the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, shall prescribe such rules and regulations
for ascertaining damages under the provisions of this article as in his
judgment may be proper. But no one sustaining loss while violating the
provisions of this treaty or the laws of the United States shall be re-
imbursed therefor.

ARTICLE 2
[Great Sioux Reservation Defined]

The United States agrees that the following district of country, to wit, viz:
commencing on the east bank of the Missouri River where the forty-sixth
parallel of north latitude crosses the same, thence along low-water mark
down said east bank to a point opposite where the northern line of the
State of Nebraska strikes the river, thence west across said river, and along
the northern line of Nebraska to the one hundred and fourth degree of
longitude west from Greenwich, thence north on said meridian to a point
where the forty-sixth parallel of north latitude intercepts the same, thence
due east along said parallel to the place of beginning; and in addition
thereto, all existing reservations on the east bank of said river shall be, and
the same is, set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use and occupation
of the Indians herein named, and for such other friendly tribes or individual
Indians as from time to time they may be willing, with the consent of the
United States, to admit amongst them; and the United States now solemnly
agrees that no persons except those herein designated and authorized so to
do, and except such officers, agents, and employes of the Government as
may be authorized to enter upon Indian reservations in discharge of duties
enjoined by law, shall ever be permitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside
in the territory described in this article, or in such territory as may be added
to this reservation for the use of said Indians, and henceforth they will and
do hereby relinquish all claims or right in and to any portion of the United
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States or Territories, except such as is embraced within the limits aforesaid,
and except as hereinafter provided.

ARTICLE 3
[Right to Adjust Boundaries]

If it should appear from actual survey or other satisfactory examination of
said tract of land that it contains less than one hundred and sixty acres of
tillable land for each person who, at the time, may be authorized to reside
on it under the provisions of this treaty, and a very considerable number of
such persons shall be disposed to commence cultivating the soil as farmers,
the United States agrees to set apart, for the use of said Indians, as herein
provided, such additional quantity of arable land, adjoining to said
reservation, or as near to the same as it can be obtained, as may be required
to provide the necessary amount.

ARTICLE 4
[Construction of the Agency]

The United States agrees, at its own proper expense, to construct at some
place on the Missouri River, near the center of said reservation, where
timber and water may be convenient, the following buildings, to wit: a
warehouse, a store-room for the use of the agent in storing goods belonging
to the Indians, to cost not less than twenty-five hundred dollars; an agency-
building for the residence of the agent, to cost not exceeding three
thousand dollars; a residence for the physician, to cost not more than three
thousand dollars; and five other buildings, for a carpenter, farmer,
blacksmith, miller, and engineer, each to cost not exceeding two thousand
dollars; also a schoolhouse or mission-building, so soon as a sufficient
number of children can be induced by the agent to attend school, which
shall not cost exceeding five thousand dollars.

The United States agrees further to cause to be erected on said reservation,
near the other buildings herein authorized, a good steam circular-saw mill,
with a grist-mill and shingle-machine attached to the same, to cost not
exceeding eight thousand dollars.

ARTICLE 5
[Duties of the Agent]

The United States agrees that the agent for said Indians shall in the future
make his home at the agency-building; that he shall reside among them, and
keep an office open at all times for the purpose of prompt and diligent
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inquiry into such matters of complaint by and against the Indians as may be
presented for investigation under the provisions of their treaty stipulations,
as also for the faithful discharge of other duties enjoined on him by law. In
all cases of depredation on person or property he shall cause the evidence
to be taken in writing and forwarded, together with his findings, to the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, whose decision, subject to the revision of
the Secretary of the Interior, shall be binding on the parties to this treaty.

ARTICLE 6
[Land Allotment for Cultivation]

If any individual belonging to said tribes of Indians, or legally incorporated
with them, being the head of a family, shall desire to commence farming, he
shall have the privilege to select, in the presence and with the assistance of
the agent then in charge, a tract of land within said reservation, not
exceeding three hundred and twenty acres in extent, which tract, when so
selected, certified, and recorded in the "land-book," as herein directed, shall
cease to be held in common, but the same may be occupied and held in the
exclusive possession of the person selecting it, and of his family, so long as
he or they may continue to cultivate it.

Any person over eighteen years of age, not being the head of a family, may
in like manner select and cause to be certified to him or her, for purposes of
cultivation, a quantity of land not exceeding eighty acres in extent, and
thereupon be entitled to the exclusive possession of the same as above
directed.

For each tract of land so selected a certificate, containing a description
thereof and the name of the person selecting it, with a certificate endorsed
thereon that the same has been recorded, shall be delivered to the party
entitled to it, by the agent, after the same shall have been recorded by him
in a book to be kept in his office, subject to inspection, which said book
shall be known as the "Sioux Land-Book."

The President may, at any time, order a survey of the reservation, and,
when so surveyed, Congress shall provide for protecting the rights of said
settlers in their improvements, and may fix the character of the title held by
each. The United States may pass such laws on the subject of alienation and
descent of property between the Indians and their descendants as may be
thought proper. And it is further stipulated that any male Indians, over
eighteen years of age, of any band or tribe that is or shall hereafter become
a party to this treaty, who now is or who shall hereafter become a resident
or occupant of any reservation or Territory not included in the tract of
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country designated and described in this treaty for the permanent home of
the Indians, which is not mineral land, nor reserved by the United States for
special purposes other than Indian occupation, and who shall have made
improvements thereon of the value of two hundred dollars or more, and
continuously occupied the same as a homestead for the term of three years,
shall be entitled to receive from the United States a patent for one hundred
and sixty acres of land including his said improvemeats, the same to be in
the form of the legal subdivisions of the surveys of the public lands. Upon
application in writing, sustained by the proof of two disinterested witnesses,
made to the register of the local land-office when the land sought to be
entered is within a land district, and when the tract sought to be entered is
not in any land district, then upon said application and proof being made to
the Commissioner of the General Land-Office, and the right of such Indian
or Indians to enter such tract or tracts of land shall accrue and be perfect
from the date of his first improvements thereon, and shall continue as long
as he continues his residence and improvements, and no longer'. And any
Indian or Indians receiving a patent for land under the foregoing
provisions, shall thereby and from thenceforth become and be a citizen of
the United States, and be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of
such citizens, and shall, at the same time, retain all his rights to benefits
accruing to Indians under this treaty.

ARTICLE 7
[E ducation of Indian Children]

In order to insure the civilization of the Indians entering into this treaty, the
necessity of education is admitted, especially of such of them as are or may
be settled on said agricultural reservations, and they therefore pledge
themselves to compel their children, male and female, between the ages of
six and sixteen years, to attend school; and it is hereby made the duty of the
agent for said Indians to see that this stipulation is strictly complied with;
and the United States agrees that for every thirty children between said ages
who can be induced or compelled to attend school, a house shall be
provided and a teacher competent to teach the elementary branches of an
English education shall be furnished, who will reside among said Indians,
and faithfully discharge his or her duties as a teacher. The provisions of this
article to continue for not less than twenty years.
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ARTICLE 8
[Provisions to Initiate Farming)

When the head of a family or lodge shall have selected lands and received
his certificate as above directed, and the agent shall be satisfied that he
intends in good faith to commence cultivating the soil for a living, he shall
be entitled to receive seeds and agricultural implements for the first year,
not exceeding in value one hundred dollars, and for each succeeding year he
shall continue to farm, for a period of three years more, he shall be entitled
to receive seeds and implements as aforesaid, not exceeding in value
twenty-five dollars.

And it is further stipulated that such persons as commence farming shall
receive instruction from the farmer herein provided for, and whenever
more than one hundred persons shall enter upon the cultivation of the soil,
a second blacksmith shall be provided, with such iron, steel, and other
material as may be needed.

ARTICLE 9
[Provisions for Withdrawal of Technical Assistance]

At any time after ten years from the making of this treaty, the United States
shall have the privilege of withdrawing the physician, farmer, blacksmith,
carpenter, engineer, and miller herein provided for, but in case of such
withdrawal, an additional sum thereafter of ten thousand dollars per annum
shall be devoted to the education of said Indians, and the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs shall, upon careful inquiry into their condition, make such
rules and regulations for the expenditure of said sum as will best promote
the educational and moral improvement of said tribes.

ARTICLE 10
[Annuities)

In lieu of all sums of money or other annuities provided to be paid to the
Indians herein named, under any treaty or treaties heretofore made, the
United States agrees to deliver at the agency-house on the reservation
herein named, on or before the first day of August of each year, for thirty
years, the following articles, to wit: for each male person over fourteen
years of age, a suit of good substantial woolen clothing, consisting of coat,
pantaloons, flannel shirt, hat, and a pair of home-made socks. For each
female over twelve years of age, a flannel skirt, or the goods necessary to
make it, a pair of woolen hose, twelve yards of calico, and twelve yards of
cotton domestics. For the boys and girls under the ages named, such flannel

249



Appendix II - Treaties and Federal Legislation
Historic Resource Study
Jewel Cave N ational Momument

and cotton goods as may be needed to make each a suit as aforesaid,
together with a pair of woolen hose for each.

And in order that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs may be able to
estimate properly for the articles herein named, it shall be the duty of the
agent each year to forward to him a full and exact census of the Indians, on
which the estimate from year to year can be based.

And in addition to the clothing herein named, the sum of ten dollars for
each person entitled to the beneficial effects of this treaty shall be annually
appropriated for a period of thirty years, while such persons roam and hunt,
and twenty dollars for, each person who engages in farming, to be used by
the Secretary of the Interior in the purchase of such articles as from time to
time the condition and necessities of the Indians may indicate to be proper.
And if within the thirty years, at any time, it shall appear that the amount of
money needed for clothing under this article can be appropriated to better
uses for the Indians named herein, Congress may, by law, change the
appropriation to other purposes; but in no event shall the amount of this
appropriation be withdrawn or discontinued for the period named. And the
President shall annually detail an officer of the Army to be present and
attest the delivery of all the goods herein named to the Indians, and he shall
inspect and report on the quantity and quality of the goods and the manner
of their delivery. And it is hereby expressly stipulated that each Indian over
the age of four years, who shall have removed to and settled permanently
upon said reservation and complied with the stipulations of this treaty, shall
be entitled to receive from the United States, for the period of four years
after he shall have settled upon said reservation, one pound of meat and
one pound of flour per day, provided the Indians cannot furnish their own
subsistence at an earlier date. And it is further stipulated that the United
States will furnish and deliver to each lodge of Indians or family of persons
legally incorporated with them, who shall remove to the reservation herein
described and commence farming, one good American cow, and one good
well-broken pair of American oxen within sixty days after such lodge or
family shall have so settled upon said reservation.

ARTICLE 11
[Hunting Rights on Ceded Lands]

In consideration of the advantages and benefits conferred by this treaty,

and the many pledges of friendship by the United States, the tribes who are
parties to this agreement hereby stipulate that they will relinquish all right to
occupy permanently the territory outside their reservation as herein defined,
but yet reserve the right to hunt on any lands north of North Platte, and on
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the Republican Fork of the Smoky Hill River, so long as the buffalo may
range thereon in such numbsers as to justify the chase. And they, the said
Indians, further expressly agree:

First. That they will withdraw all opposition to the construction of the
railroads now being built on the plains.

Second. That they will permit the peaceful construction of any railroad not
passing over their reservation as herein defined.

Third. That they will not attack any persons at home, or travelling, nor
molest or disturb any wagon-trains, coaches, mules, or cattle belonging to
the people of the United States, or to persons friendly therewith.

Fourth. They will never capture, or carry off from the settlements, white
women or children.

Fifth. They will never kill or scalp white men, nor attempt to do them harm.
Sixth. They withdraw all pretence of opposition to the construction of the
railroad now being built along the Platte River and westward to the Pacific
Ocean, and they will not in future subject to the construction of railroads,
wagon-roads, mail-stations, or other works of utility or necessity, which
may be ordered or permitted by the laws of the United States. But should
such roads or other works be constructed on the lands of their reservation,
the Government will pay the tribe whatever amount of damage may be
assessed by three disinterested commissioners to be appointed by the
President for that purpose, one of said commissioners to be a chief or
head-man of the tribe.

Seventh. They agree to withdraw all opposition to the military posts or
roads now established south of the North Platte River, or that may be
established, not in violation of treaties heretofore made or hereafter to be
made with any of the Indian tribes.

ARTICLE 12
[Three Fourths Requirement for Future Cessations]

No treaty for the cession of any portion or part of the reservation herein
described which may be held in common shall be of any validity or force as
against the said Indians, unless executed and signed by at least three-fourths
of all the adult male Indians, occupying or interested in the same; and no
cession by the tribe shall be understood or construed in such manner as to
deprive, without his consent, any individual member of the tribe of his
rights to any tract of land selected by him, as provided in article 6 of this
treaty.
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ARTICLE BB
[Provision for Technical Assistance]

The United States hereby agrees to furnish annually to the Indians the
physician, teachers, carpenter, miller, engineer, farmer, and blacksmiths as
herein contemplated, and that such appropriations shall be made from time
to time, on the estimates of the Secretary of the Interior, as will be
sufficient to employ such persons.

ARTICLE H4
[Bonus for Success in Farming]

Ninety days after the conclusion of peace with all the bands of the Sioux
Nation, the military posts now established in the territory in this article
named shall be abandoned, and that the road leading to them and by them
to the settlements in the Territory of Montana shall be closed.

ARTICLE 17
[Nullification and Ratification]

It is hereby expressly understood and agreed by and between the respective
parties to this treaty that the execution of this treaty and its ratification by
the United States Senate shall have the effect, and shall be construed as
abrogating and annulling all treaties and agreements heretofore entered into
between the respective parties hereto, so far as such treaties and agreements
obligate the United States to furnish and provide money, clothing, or other
articles of property to such Indians and bands of Indians as become parties
to this treaty, but no further.

In testimony of all which, we, the said commissioners, and we, the chiefs
and headmen of the Brule' band of the Sioux nation, have hereunto set our
hands and seals at Fort Laramie, Dakota Territory, this twenty-ninth day of
April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight.

252



Appendix II - Treaties and Federal Legislation
Historic Resource Study
Jewel Cave N ational Mormment

Acts of 44th Congress, Second Session, 1877
Chapter 72!

Irdian A fJairs, L aus avd Tredties
Vd. I, L aus (Conpiledto Deenrber 1, 1902) Conpiled ard adited by Charles |
Kappler. Weshirgon: Gaennment Printivg Offieg 1904.

Feb, 28. 1877.
19 Stat., 254.

CHAP. 72—An act to ratify an agreement with certain bands of the Sioux
Nation of Indians, and also with the Northern Arapaho and Cheyenne
Indians.(b) () By the aa of Judy 1, 1898 (30 Sta., 596), the Sexdary o the Interior
is divatted to bave an irspator investigdte the rumber of ubite satlers onthe N arthem
Choave Resendiony Mo, ard the irspedor is authorized to avtrag with sudb
satlers for their remd. By theatt of May 31, 1900 (31 Stat., 241), anqupropriction
is magk lo exaake these avtrads.)

By the act of March 3, 1891, chapter 543 (post, p. 415), a subsequent
agreement with the Cheyenne and Arapaho in the Indian Territory is
ratified.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That a certain agreement made
by George W. Manypenny, Henry B. Whipple, Jared W. Daniels, Albert G.
Boone, Henry C. Bulis, Newton Edmunds, and Augustine S. Gaylord,
commissioners on the part of the United States, with the different bands of
the Sioux Nation of Indians, and also the Northern Arapaho and Cheyenne
Indians, be, and the same is hereby, ratified and confirmed: Provided, That
nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize the removal of the Sioux
Indians to the Indian Territory and the President of the United States is
hereby directed to prohibit the removal of any portion of the Sioux Indians
to the Indian Territory until the same shall be authorized by an act of
Congress hereafter enacted, except article four, except also the following
portion of article six: “And if said Indians shall remove to said Indian
Territory as hereinbefore provided, the Government shall erect for each of
the principal chiefs a good and comfortable dwelling-house” said article not
having been agreed to by the Sioux Nation; said agreement is in words and
figures following, namely: “Articles of agreement made pursuant to the
provisions of an act of Congress entitled “An act making appropriations for
the current and contingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for

! This legislation is commonly (and erroneously) known as the “Treaty” of 1877.
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fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the year ending
June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, and for other
purposes,” approved August 15, 1876, by and between George W.
Manypenny, Henry B. Whipple, Jared W. Daniels, Albert G. Boone, Henry
C. Bulis, Newton Edmunds, and Augustine S. Gaylord, commissioners on
the part of the United States, and the different bands of the Sioux Nation
of Indians, and also the Northern Arapahoes and Cheyennes, by their chiefs
and headmen, whose names are hereto subscribed, they being duly
authorized to act in the premises.

ARTICLE 1

The said parties hereby agree that the northern and western boundaries of
the reservation defined by article 2 of the treaty between the United States
and different tribes of Sioux Indians, concluded April 29, 1868, and
proclaimed February 24, 1869, shall be as follows: The western boundaries
shall commence at the intersection of the one hundred and third meridian
of longitude with the northern boundary of the State of Nebraska; thence
north along said meridian to its intersection with the South Fork of the
Cheyenne River; thence down said stream to its junction with the North
Fork; thence up the North Fork of said Cheyenne River to the said one
hundred and third meridian; thence north along said meridian to the South
Branch of Cannon Ball River or Cedar Creek; and the northern boundary of
their said reservation shall follow the said South Branch to its intersection
with the main Cannon Ball River, and thence down the said main Cannon
Ball River to the Missouri River; and the said Indians do hereby relinquish
and cede to the United States all the territory lying outside the said
reservation, as herein modified and described, including all privileges of
hunting; and article 16 of said treaty is hereby abrogated.

ARTICLE 2

The said Indians also agree and consent that wagon and other roads, not
exceeding three in number, may be constructed and maintained, from
convenient and accessible points on the Missouri River, through said
reservation, to the country lying immediately west thereof, upon such
routes as shall be designated by the President of the United States; and they
also consent and agree to the free navigation of the Missouri River.
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ARTICLE 3

The said Indians also agree that they will hereafter receive all annuities
provided by the said treaty of 1868, and all subsistence and supplies which
may be provided for them under the present or any future act of Congress,
at such points and places on the said reservation, and in the vicinity of the
Missouri River, as the President of the United States shall designate.

ARTICLE 4

[The Government of the United States and the said Indians, being mutually
desirous that the latter shall be located in a country where they may
eventually become self-supporting and acquire the arts of civilized life, it is
therefore agreed that the said Indians shall select a delegation of five or
more chiefs and principal men from each band, who shall, without delay,
visit the Indian Territory under the guidance and protection of suitable
persons, to be appointed for that purpose by the Department of the
Interior, with a view to selecting therein a permanent home for the said
Indians. If such delegation shall make a selection which shall be satisfactory
to themselves, the people whom they represent, and to the United States,
then the said Indians agree that they will remove to the country so selected
within one year from this date. And the said Indians do further agree in all
things to submit themselves to such beneficent plans as the Government
may provide for them in the selection of a country suitable for a permanent
home, where they may live like white men.]

ARTICLE 5

In consideration of the foregoing cession of territory and rights, and upon
full compliance with each and every obligation assumed by the said Indians,
the United States does agree to provide all necessary aid to assist the said
Indians in the work of civilization; to furnish to them schools and
instruction in mechanical and agricultural arts, as provided for by the treaty
of 1868. (Also to provide the said Indians with subsistence consisting of a
ration for each individual of a pound and a half of beef, (or in lieu thereof,
one half pound of bacon,) one-half pound of flour, and one-half pound of
corn; and for every one hundred rations, four pounds of coffee, eight
pounds of sugar, and three pounds of beans, or in lieu of said articles the
equivalent thereof, in the discretion of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
Such rations, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be continued
until the Indians are able to support themselves.) Rations shall, in all cases,
be issued to the head of each separate family; and whenever schools shall
have been provided by the Government for said Indians, no rations shall be
issued for children between the ages of six and fourteen years (the sick and
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infirm excepted) unless such children shall regularly attend school.
Whenever the said Indians shall be located upon lands which are suitable
for cultivation, rations shall be issued only to the persons and families of
those persons who labor, (the aged, sick, and infirm excepted;) and as an
incentive to industrious habits the Commissioner of Indian Affairs may
provide that such persons be furnished in payment for their labor such
other necessary articles as are requisite for civilized life. The Government
will aid said Indians as far as possible in finding a market for their surplus
productions, and in finding employment, and will purchase such surplus, as
far as may be required, for supplying food to those Indians, parties to this
agreement, who are unable to sustain themselves; and will also employ
Indians, so far as practicable, in the performance of Government work
upon their reservation.

ARTICLE 6

Whenever the head of a family shall, in good faith, select an allotment of
said land upon such reservation and engage in the cultivation thereof, the
Government shall, with his aid, erect a comfortable house on such
allotment; [and if said Indians shall remove to said Indian Territory as
hereinbefore provided, the Government shall erect for each of the principal
chiefs a good and comfortable dwelling-house.]

ARTICLE 7

To improve the morals and industrious habits of said Indians, it is agreed
that the agent, trader, farmer, carpenter, blacksmith, and other artisans
employed or permitted to reside within the reservation belonging to the
Indians, parties to this agreement, shall be lawfully married and living with
their respective families on the reservation; and no person other than an
Indian of full blood, whose fitness, morally or otherwise, is not, in the
opinion of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, conducive to the welfare of
said Indians, shall receive any benefit from this agreement or former
treaties, and may be expelled from the reservation.

ARTICLE 8

The provisions of the said treaty of 1868, except as herein modified, shall
continue in full force, and, with the provisions of this agreement, shall apply
to any country which may hereafter be occupied by the said Indians as a
home; and Congress shall secure to them an orderly government; they shall
be subject to the laws of the United States, and each individual shall be
protected in his rights of property, person, and life.
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ARTICLE 9

The Indians, parties to this agreement, do hereby solemnly pledge
themselves, individually and collectively, to observe each and all of the
stipulations herein contained, to select allotments of land as soon as
possible after their removal to their permanent home, and to use their best
efforts to learn to cultivate the same. And they do solemnly pledge
themselves that they will at all times maintain peace with the citizens and
Government of the United States; that they will observe the laws thereof
and loyally endeavor to fulfill all the obligations assumed by them under the
treaty of 1868 and the present agreement, and to this end will, whenever
requested by the President of the United States, select so many suitable men
from each band to co-operate with him in maintaining order and peace on
the reservation as the President may deem necessary, who shall receive such
compensation for their services as Congress may provide.

ARTICLE 10

In order that the Government may faithfully fulfill the stipulations
contained in this agreement, it is mutually agreed that a census of all Indians
affected hereby shall be taken in the month of December of each year, and
the names of each head of family and adult person registered; said census to
be taken in such manner as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs may
provide.

ARTICLE 11

It is understood that the term reservation herein contained shall be held to
apply to any country which shall be selected under the authority of the
United States as the future home of said Indians.

“This agreement shall not be binding upon either party until it shall have
received the approval of the President and Congress of the United States.

“Dated and signed at Red Cloud agency, Nebraska, September 26, 1876.
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